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Dr.      CAMPBELL*. 


,        T^^*  John  Campbell,  an  eminent  biftoricali  biogra* 

I  J  phical,  and  political  writer  of  the  prefent  century,  was 

a  native  of  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland, 

and  bom  in  the  city  of  j^inburgh,  on  the  8th  of  March, 

I707-8.     His  father  was  Robert  Campbell  of  Glenlyon,  fifq^ 

and  captain  of  horfe  in  a  resiment  coaimanded  by  the  then  earl 

Y  of  Hyndford ;  and  his  mother,  Elizabeth,  was  the  daughter  of 
■■  Smith,  Efq;  of  Windfor,  in  Bcrkfliirc  f .     Our  author 

was  their  fourth  fon  \  and,  at  the  age  of  five  years,  he  was 
brought  by  Mrs.  Camp|t)cll  to  Windfor,  from  Scotland,  which 

*  ThisKfe  itextraAed  from  the  new  edition  of  the  BioQRAp.ifiA  Bsitan- 
VfCA,  wrtrienby  Dr.  Kippis,  Da.  Towers,  &c. 

t  The  Campbells  of  Glenlyon  are  a  branch  of  ihc  noble  houfe  of  Breadalbane, 
of  which  A  dtftioA  account  niky  he  feen  in  Nilb^t's  and  DongU^'i  Peerages.  F-'f 
itformatl^n  coocernlog  the  refpeOable  family  of  the  Smiths  of  Winilfor,  recourfc 
n«T  be  hAd  to  AlhmoVs  Antiqoittes  of  Berk  (hire,  and  to  M^.  f  800,  a  book  of 
Haaldry,  in  folio,  in  the  Britifli  Mufcum.  Mrs.  CAffipbcU  likewife,  and  conu;^ 
qveotly  our  amhori  hAd  the  hMour  of  clAimiog  a  dRfcent  from  the  famous  poct» 
Wilier. 
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country  he  nerer  faw  afterwards.  It  was  at  Wmdfor  that  he 
is  fappofcd  to  have  received  the  lirft  principles  of  his  education^ 
un^eif"  the  dirc^iaa  and  patronage  of  his  uncle,  ■  Smithy 
Efq;  of  <hatpiacc<  At  a  proper  age,  he  was  placed  out  as  a 
clerk  to  an  attorney,  being  intended  for  the  law ;  but  whether 
k  was  that  his  genius  could  not  be  confined  to  that  dry  ftudy^ 
or^to  whatever  caufes  befides  it  might  be  owing,  it  is  certaiil 
that  he  did  not  purfue  the  line  of  his  original  defignation  ; 
^neither  did  be  engage  in. any  other  particular  profe(Bon,  unlef» 
that  of  an  amhor  (hould  be  conGdered  m  tliis  lights  One  thing 
we  are  fure  bf,  that  he  did  not  fpend  his  time  in  idlenefs  and 
diilipationi  but  in  fuch  a  clofe  application  to  the  acquiCtion  of 
knowledge  of  tarious  kinds,  as  foon  enabled  him  to  appear 
with  great  advantage  in  the*  literary  world.  What  fmaller 
pieces  might  be  written  by  Mr.  Campbelli  in  the  early  part  of 
his  life,  we  are  not  capable  of  afcertaining ;  but  we  know  that^ 
gi  1736,  befona  he  had  completed  his  thirtieth  year,  he  gave 
to  th&  public,  IB  two  volumes  folio,.  **  The  Military  Hiftorj  of 
Prince  Eugene  and  the  l)uke  of  Marlborough ;  comprehendtng 
the  Hiftory  of  both  thofe  illuftrious  perfons,  to  the  time  of  their 
deceafe.'*  This  performance  was  enriched  with  maps,  plans^ 
and  cots,  by  the  beft  bands,,  and  partictllarly  by  the  ingenious. 
Claude  du  Bofc*  The  reputation  heiice  acquii'ed^  by  our  author^ 
occafioned  him  foon  after  to  be  folicited  to  taKe  a  part  in  the 
«<■  Ancient  Univcrfal  Hiftory,"'  a  work  of  greiat  merit,  as  weU 
as  magnitude,  tliough  drawn  up  with  fomething  of  that  inequa- 
lity which  is  almoft  imavoidable,  when  a  numbei'  of  perfdns  are 
engaged  in  carrying  on  the  <ame  nndertaking.  This  hiftory 
was  publifhed  at  firit,  we  bcITeve,  periodically ;  and  five  volumea 
of  it,  in  folio,  were  completed  in  1 740.  The  fixth  volume  was 
finiftied  in  1742,  and  the  feventhin  1744.  A  fecond  edition' 
of  it,  in  oCtkvOf  began  to  be  publiftied  in  ^747,  and  was  carried 
on  monthly,  with  uncommon  fuccefs,  till  the  whole  was  con- 
cluded in  twenty  volumes.  For  what  parts  of  it  the  Republic 
of  Letters  was  morie  immediately  indebted  to  Mr.  Campbell,  it 
is  not  in  our  power  to  determine,  excepting  that  he  is  under- 
flood  to  have  been  the  writer  of  the  Cofmogony,  which  affords 
a  diftinguifhed  proof  of  his"  eittenfive  acquaintance  with  the  ^j 
frftcms  of  the  ancient  philofophers.     M^liIft  our  author  was  ' 

employed 
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employed  in  this  capital  work,  he  found  leiiurc  to  entertain  the 
world  with  other  produftions.  In  1 739,  he  pubHflied  ^  The 
Travels  and  Adventures  of  Edward  Brown,  Efqi"  a  book  that 
was  fo  well  received  as  to  call  for  another  edition.  In  the  fame 
year  appeared  his  "  Memoirs  of  the  Bafliaw  Duke  de  Ripcrda,** 
which  were  reprinted  with  improvements,  in  1740.  I'hcfe 
Memoirs  were  followed,  In  1741,  by  the  <«  Concifc  Hiftory  of 
Spaniih  America,^  a  (bcond  edition  of  which,  if  we  recollect 
aright,  came  out  m  JJ^tS.  In  1742,  he  was  the  author  of  <<  A 
Letter  to  a  Friend  in  the  country,  on  the  publJeation  of  Thur,- 
loe's  State  Papers  -^  giving  an  account  of  their  difcovcry,  im- 
portance, and  utility.  The  fan^c  year  was  diftinguiftied  by  the 
appearance  pf  the  firft  and  fecond  volumes  of  his  "  Lives  of  the 
Englifh  Admirals,  and  other  eminent  Britiflx  Seamen.*^  The 
two  refpaining  volumes  were  compleated  in  1744;  and  the 
wbolc)  not  long  after^  was  tranflatcd  into  German.  This,  we 
believe^  was  the  firft  of  Mr,  Campbell's  works  to  which  V 
prefixed  bis  Qame;  and^  indeed,  he  had  no  reafon  to  be  afliam- 
cd  of  (q  dojngg  for  it  is.  a  performance  of  great  and  acknow«* 
ledged  pierit,  The  good  reception  it  met  with,  was  evidenced 
in  its  pafling  through  three  editions  in  his  o%vn  life-time ;  and 
two  mor^i  befides  the  pr^fent  one,  have  l^^tely  b^en  given  to  the 
public,  UQder  thf  infpeflion  of  Dr.  Berkeahout.  When  our 
authpr  l^i  finilhed  the  third  edition,  which  is  more  corre^ 
and  complete  than  the  former  ones,  he  thus  wrote  to  his  inge* 
nious  and  worthy  friend,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hall :  "  I  am  certain 
the  Lives  of  the  Admirals  coft  me  a  great  deal  of  frouble ;  and 
I  can  with  great  veracity  affirm,  that  they  contain  nothing  but 
my  red  fentin^^pt^,  arifing  from  as  ftrifl  an  in<juiry  into  the 
matters  which  they  relate)  as  was  in  my  power"  In  1743,  he 
publifhed  a  very  curious  and  entertaining  pamphlet,  called 
<<  Hermippus  Revived  ^^  a  feqond  edition  of  which,  mucK 
improved  and  enlarged,  came  out  in  1 749)  under  the  following 
title :  **  Hermippus  Redivivus :  pr,  the  Sage's  Triumph  over 
Old  Age  and  the  Grave.  Wherein  a  method  is  laid  down  for 
prolonging  the  life  and  vigour  of  man.  Including  a  commei^- 
tary  upon  an  ancient  infcription,  in  which  this  great  fecret  Ts 
revealed' i  fupported  by  numerous  authorities.  The  whole  in- 
$^rijperfed  with  a  great  variety  of  remarkable  and  well-attefted 

a  ^  relaiioR^.^ 
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relations.''  This  eitraordinary  tra£l  had  its  origin  in  a  foreiga 
publication  *i  but  it  was  wrought  up  to  perfcAion  by  the  ad- 
ditional ingenuity,  and  learning  of  Mr.  Campbell,  and  was 
founded  on  the  following  infcription^  fald  to  be  preferyed  in 
ReineCus's  Supplement  to  Gruter : 

'      MSCVLATiq    ET    SANITAT| 
L.   CLODIU8   HSRIilPPVS 

qyi  vixiT  ANNOs  cxv.  dies  y. 

PUBLLA&UM   ANHELITU9 

QJJOp  ETIAM    POST    MORTEM 

EJUS 

MON    PARUM    MIRANTUR    PHT8IC|. 

JAM     POSTERI     SIC     VITAM     DUCITE. 

From  the  circumftance  here  mentioned,  which  is  reprefcnt- 
ed  as  having  been  the  means  of  prolonging  the  life  of  Ilermip- 
pus  to  fo  great  an  age,  the  author  raifcs  an  hypothcGs,  anJ 
fupports  it  in  ao  admirable  flrain  of  grave  irony,  concerning 
the  falutary  nature  of  the  breath  of  young  perfons,  efpccial- 
ij  girls  and  young  women.  Befides  this,  he  digrcflcs  largely 
concerning  the  hermetic  philofophers  and  their  univcrfal  medi- 
cine ;  and  relates  a  variety  of  ftories  concerning  them,  which 
are  excellently  calculated,  not  only  to  amufe  his  readers,  but 
almoft  to  deceive  thofe  who  are  not  fufiiciently  aware  of  his  in- 
tention,  and  whofe  judgments  are  not  matured.  The  writer  of 
this  article  well  remember?,  that,  having  read  the  <<  Hermippus 
RedivJvus,"  in  his  youth,  fuch  an  im predion  was  made  by  it 
upon  his  imagination,  that,  though  his  underflanding  was  not 
convinced,  or  his  belief  engaged,  by  the  reafonings  and  fa£ls 
contained  in  ir,  he  feemed  for  two  or  three  days  to  be  in  a  kind 
of  Fairy-land.    Dr.  Mackenzie,  a  phyfician  at  Worceftcr^  and 

*  This  publication  tppe«red  At  Cobtenti,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  174  }»^ 
and  was  encirted  TUrmippui  Rbdi vivos,  five  eserciMh  fbypf  medics  cmwfr^ 
it  methods  rarti  «J  c  xy.  tmnoi  ^rop^audM,  feueButis  per  amheiimm  puellarmm^  ex 
.jfeteri  moitumeHto  Romane,  de  prompUy  nunc  artis  meAcd  fMndgmewttt  fiabilita,  & 
TM^cnihus  atque  exemprts,  necnm  fiwxtdari  cbjmU  pbih/ofhicd  paradtxd  iUuJiraU& 
c^nfirmatd.  Autere  Jq.  Hen*  Cohamfen^  M.  D.  i.  c.  *  HsftMippvs  Rbvitsd^  or  a 
curioQf  Phyrico-mcdicai  Diflercaiion  on  an  uncommon  method  of  prolonging  hu- 
man life  to  one  hundred  and  Sfteen  years,  by  means  of  ihe  breath  of  youni;  wo. 
men^  "Copied  from  in  ancient  Roman  monoaeot,  now  eAabliflied  on  a  phy(ica( 
bafit^by  arguments  and  «iamplet,  and  UJodrated  and  ron6rmed  by  a  very  finou- 
lar  paradox  \a  chymlcal  pbilofophy.*    By  Dr.  Gohaufta  of  Coblcmx. 
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autbor  of  a  TreatUe  on  Health,  i$  faid  to  have  viewed  Mr.* 
CampbelPs  book  in  a  ferious  light  i  and  to  have  been  fo  far  in^- 
fluenccd  by  it,  that  he  went  and  lived  fome  time  at  a  female 
boarding.fchodf  for  the  benefit  of  receiving  the  {alutary  efFc(l3 
ari&ng  from  the  breath  of  the  young  ladies.  Mr.  TbickneiTe^ 
in  a  late  performance,  hath  gravely  adopted  the  fyftem  of  the 
^  Hermippus  Redivivus.**  It  had  been  aflcrrted,  that  MonA 
Bayle  alone  poffefled  the  faculty  of  treating  at  large  npon  a 
difficult  fttbje£t,  without  difcoveringto  which  fide  his  own  fen-* 
timenfs  leaned,  and  that  bis  acquaintance  with  uncommon 
books  extended  fs^rther  than  that  of  any  other  man.  Thd 
Hermippus  was  an  eflay  to  ihew,  that  fuch  a  mode  of  writing, 
and  fuch  a  fpecics  of  literature  were  not  confined  to  Monf. 
Bayle.  This,  as  our  fiuthor  himfelf  long  afterwards  informed 
Mr.  HaU,  was  the  true  key  to  the  book.  In  1 756,  a  tranflation 
of  it  into  Italian  was  publifhed  at  Leghorn :  in  the  introdu^ry 
preface  to  which,  high  commendations  are  beffowed  upon  th^ 
Hermippus  Redivivus. 

The  fmaller  pieces  written  by  Mr.  Campbell  were  only  an 
occafipnal  amufemcnt  to  him,  and  never  interrupted  the  course 
of  the  great  works  in  which  he  was  engaged.  In  1744,  he  gave 
to  the  public,  in  two  volumes,  folio,  his  Voyages  and  Travels,. 
on  Dr.  Harris's  plan,  being  a  very  diftinguifhed  imjirovement 
of  that  gentleman's  colleAion,  which  had  appeared  in  1705. 
So  well  was  this  publication  of  our  author  received^  that  a  new; 
edition  was  foon  called  for,  which  came  out  in  numbers,  and 
was  finifhed  in  1749-  The  work  contains  all  the  circumnavi* 
]gators  from  the  time  of  Columbus  to  Lord  Anfon ;  a  complete 
hiftory  of  the  Eaft  Indies;  hiftorical  details  of  the  feveral  at* 
tempts  made  for  the  difcovery  of  the  north-eafl  and  north-weft 
pafiages ;  the  Commercial  Hiftory  of  Corea  and  Japan ;  the- 
Ruffian  difcoyeries  by  land  and  fea ;  a  difttnA  account  of  the. 
$pani(h,  Portoguefe,  Britilh,  French,  Dutch,  and  Danifh  fet- 
tlements  in  America ;  with  other  pieces  not  to  be  found  in  any 
former  cpUe^on.  The  whole  was  condu£ted  with  eminent 
&ill  and  judgment,  and  the  preface  is  acknowledged  to  be  a 
mafter-piece  of  compofition  and  information.  The  time  and 
care  employed  by  Mr.  Campbell  in  this  important  undertaking, 
did  not  prevent  bis  engaging  in  another  great  work,  with  regard 

to 
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to  which  we  hafe  reafon  to  record  hi»  learned  labours  with 
particular  pleafure.  The  work  we !  mean  is  the  «  Biographia 
Britannica,^  which  began  to  be  publifhed  in  weekly  numbers  in 
17459  and  the  firft  volume  of  which  was  completed  in  17469 
as  was  the  fecond  in  1748.  By  one  of  thofe  revolutimis  to 
which  the  beft  ^cfigns  are  fubjed,  the  public  attention  to  the 
Biographia  Teemed  to  flagi  when  about  two  volumes  had  been 
printed  ;  but  this  attention  was  foon  revived  by  the  very  high 
encomium  that  was  pafFed  upon  it  by  Mr.  Gilbert  Weft^  at  the 
dofe  of  his  poem  on  Education ;  from  which  time  the  under- 
taking was  carried  on  with  increafing  reputation  and  fucceis* 
We  need  not  fay,  that  its  reputation  and  fuccefs  were  greatly 
owing  to  our  author.  It  is  no  difparagement  to  the  abilities 
and  learning  of  his  coadjutors  co  aflTert,  that  his  articles  confli- 
tute  the  prime  merit  of  the  four  volumes  through  which  they 
extend.  He  was  not  fatisficd  with  giving  a  cold  narration  of 
the  perfenal  circumftances  relative  to  the  eminent  men  whoie 
lives  he  drew  up,  but  was  ambitious  of  entermg  into  fuch  a  co- 
pious and  critical  difcuflion  of  their  anions  or  writings,  as 
ibould  render  the  Biographia'  Britannica  a  q^pft  valuable  repo- 
fitory  of  hiftorical  and  literary  knowledge.  This  end  he  has 
admirably  accompliihed,  and  herein  hath  left  s^n  excellent  ex« 
ample  to  his  fucceflbrs.  We  have  formerly  mentioned,  that  he 
received  the  thanks  of  John,  the  fifth  Earl  of  Orrery,  «  in  the 
name  of  all  the  Boyles,  for  the  honour  he  had  done  to  them, 
and  to  his  own  judgment,  by  placing  the  family  in  fuch  a  light 
as  to  give  a  fpirit  of  emulation  to  thofe  who  were  hereafter  to 
inherit  the  title.H  The  ingenious  Mr.  Walpole,  fpeaking  of 
the  Campbells,  Earls  of  Argyle,  adds,  <<  It  is  totally  unneccfiary 
for  me  to  enter  into  their  charaAers,  that  taflc  having  been  fo 
fuUy  performed  by  one  who  wears  the  honour  of  their  name, 
and  who,  it  is  no  compliment  to  fay,  is  one  of  the  ablefl  and 
mod  beautiful  writers  of  this  country."  llie  like  encomium 
might  be  extended  to  many  other  articles,  feveral  of  which  are 
ib  uniformly  complete,  and  fo  highly  finiflied,  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  afcertain  where  the  preference  ought  to  be  given.  Were 
we,  however,  to  fele£b  any  fingle  life  from  the  reft,  we  fhould 
lay,  that  the  account  of  Roger  Bacon  alone  would  be  fufficient 
to  procure  for  our  author  no  fmall  degree  of  reputation.  -  One 
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thiDg  hj  which  he  is  peculiarly  diftingiii(hed,  is  the  candour 
difplayed  by  him  with  refpeA  to  thofe  petfons  frpm  whom  he 
moft  differed  in  religious  and  political  opinions.  After  he  had 
written  the  Lives  of  the  Calamys,  he  was  waited  upon  by  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Edmund  Calamy,  to  thank  him  for  thofe  arti-> 
dcs,  and  cfpecially  for  the  jufttce  done  to  his  great-grandfather^ 
the  firll  divine  of  that  family.  Mr.  Calamy  was  even  furprifed 
to  find  that  Mr.  Campbell  was  a  member  of  the  church  oC 
England ;  and  ftill  more  fo^  when  he  learned  that  our  biogra* 
pher  had  undertaken  the  articles  of  Mr.  Baitter  and  Dn  Conant, 
on  purpofe  to  prevent  their  falling  into  hands  that  might  not 
equally  be  difpofed  to  pay  the  teftinM>ny  due  to  their  refpeftive 
merits.  Indeed,  our  author  has  been  charged  with  an  excels 
of  candour,  in  fome  of  the  accounts  given  in  the  Biographia* 
But  if,  in  a  few  inftances,  there  (hould  appear  to  be  any  ground 
for  thb  charge,  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  his  error  never 
proceeded  from  any  intention  to  flatter  or  deceive,  but  from 
the  amiable  benevolence  of  his  heart,  and  from  his  readinefs  to 
difceruj  and  to  acknowledge,  the  talents  and  the  worthinefs  of 
men  who  were  of  the  mod  oppofite  principles  and  parties.  It 
ought,  alfo,  to  be  remembered,  that  his  candour  was  not  un«* 
frequently  the  refult  of  fupcrior  knowledge ;  and  that  it  led 
him  into  difquifitions,  which  tended  to  throw  new  light  on 
cbaraAcrs  and  anions* 

When  the  late  Mr.  Robert  Dodiley  formed  the  defign  of 
that  ufeful  book,  <<  The  Preceptor,"  which  appeared  in  17489 
Mr.  Campbell  was  one  of  the  ingenious  gentlemen  applied  to, 
to  aflift  in  the  undertaking ;  and  the  parts  written  by  him  were 
the  introdu£lion  to  chronology,  and  the  difcourfe  on  trade  and 
ccxnmerce,  both  of  which  difplayed  an  cxtenfive  fund  of  know- 
ledge upon  thefc  fubjefls.  In  1750,  he  publifhcd  the  firft  fc-  * 
parate  edition  of  his  **  Prefcnt  State  of  Europe ;"  a  work  which 
bad  been  originally  begun  in  1746,  'in  the  "  Mufeum/  a  very 
valuable  periodical  performance,  printed  for  Mr.  Dodfley.  There 
is  no  production  of  our  author's  that  hath  met  with  a  better  re- 
ception. It  has  gone  through  fix  editions,  and  fully  hath  it 
deferved  this  encouragement  i  for  it  is  not  eafy  to  find  a  book 
which,  in  fuch  a  moderate  compafs,  contains  fo  much  hiftorical 
and  political  information.    The  pcrfpicuity,  the  good  fenfc» 

and 


an  thblifeov 

and  tht  fagacitj  with  which  it  is  written^  will  ever  command 
attention  and  admiration,  even  though  fome  of 'Mr.  CampbelPs 
Gonjcftures  and  reafonings  concerning  the  future  Tiews  and 
jnterefts  of  the  European  powers,  ihould  happen  to  be  oter- 
tumed  bj  the  late  furprifing  revolutions  in  the  politics  of  the 
world.     In  fiich  high  eftimation  was  •«  The  Prefent  State  of 
Europe!^  held  abroad,  that  the  Count  de  Gifors,  one  of  the  moft 
amiable  young  noblemen  of  his  time,  and  only  fon  to  the  Mar-i* 
fhal  Duke  de  Belleifle,  learned  EngliOi,  when  at  Copenhagen^ 
in  order  to  be  able  to  read  it.    The  next  great  undertaking 
which  called  for  the  exertion  of  our  author's  abilities  and 
learning,  was  "  The  Modern  Univcrfal  Hiftory.**    This  exten- 
five  work  was  publiflied,  from  time  to  time,  in  detached  parts^ 
till  it  amounted  to  fixteen  volumes  folio ;  and  a  fecond  edition 
of  it,  in  o£tavo,  began  to  make  its  appearaiice  in  1759.     The 
parts  of  it  written  by  Mr.  Campbell,  were  the  hiftories  of  the 
Portuguefe,  Dutch,  Spanifli,    French,  Swedifh,  Daniih,  and 
Oftend  fettlements  in  the  Eaft  Indies ;  and  the  hiftories  of  the 
kingdoms  of  Spain,  Portugal,  Algarve,  Navarre,  and  that  of 
France  from  Clovis  to  the  year  1656.     It  may,  without  con- 
trovcrfy,  be  aflerted,  that  thcfe  parts  of  "  The  Modem  Univer- 
£il  Hiftory,**  muft  be  reckoned  among  fome  of  its  brighteft  or- 
naments.    As  our  author  had  thus  diftinguiflied  bimfelf  in  the 
literary  world,  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  was  very  properly  and 
honourably  conferred  upon  him,  on  the  i8th  of  June,  1754, 
by  the  Univeriity  of  Glafgow.     With  regard  to  his  fmaller 
publications,  there  are  fevcral,  we  apprehend,  that  have  eluded 
our  moft  diligent  inquiry.    The  following  is  an  account  of  all 
that  have  come  to  our  knowledge  : 

In  early  life,  he  wrote  a  little  piece,  intitled,  **  A  Difcourfe 
on  Providence,''  8vo.  the  third  edition  of  which  was  printed  in 
1748*  He  publiflicd  in  1746, ««  The  Sentiments  of  a  Dutch 
Patriot.  Being  the  fpcech  of  Mr.  V.  H***n,  in  an  auguft 
Assembly  on  the  prefent  ftate  of  aiFairs,  and  the  refolution 
neceflary  at  this  jundure  to  be  taken  for  the  fafety  of  the  Re- 
public." The  hiftory  of  this  traQ,  the  defign  of  which  was  to 
cxpofe  the  temporizing  policy  of  the  States  of  Holland,  is  fome^ 
what  amufing.  His  amanuenfis,  when  he  was  going  to  write 
the  pamphlet,  having  difappointeU  him,  he  requefted,  after  tc* 
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in  tbe  aftcrnodn^cbat  Mrs.  Campbell,  wfaen  {he  had  c/dered  a 
food  fire  to  be  made^  would  retire  to  bed  as  fodn  as  poffible^ 
t»ith  tbe  fervadts}  and»  at  the  fame  time^leaTe  him  Four  ouiicea 
of  coffee.  This  was  done,  and  be  wirDte  till  twelve  ^o^ciock  at 
mght,>  when  finding  bis  fpirit^  flag,  he  took  ^wO  ounces.  Wi^i 
this  afliflance,  he  went  oti  till  fit  in  the  mornkig^  when  agaiik 
beginning  to  grow  weary,  he  drank  tbe  remsrinder  of  the  cof* 
fee.  Hence  he  was  enabled  to  proceed  with  fre(h  vigour^  till 
nine  or  ten  o^dock  in  th^  morning,  when  be  liniihed  the 
pamphlet,  which  had  a  great  run,  and  was^  produflive  of  con* 
fiderable  profit.  Mr.  Campbell  haWbg  ilicceeded  fo  well  in  a 
performance  haftily  writeen,  exp&Qed  itiuch  greater  fuccefs  from 
another  work,  about  which  he  had  ^akcn  cxtraotdinary  pains> 
and  which  had  cod  him  a<long  time  in  compofing.  But  whch 
it  came  to-be  publi(hed,  it  fcarcely  paid  the  esEpence  of  advertif- 
ing.  Some  years  afterwards^  a  book  in  French  was  brought  to 
him,  that  had  been  tranflated  from  the  German )  and  he  was 
aiked,  whether  a  translation  of  k  into.  Engiifh  would  not  be 
likely  to  be  acceptable.  Upon  examining  it,  he  found  that  it 
Was  his  ow^  aegle£ied  work,  which  had  madie  its  way  into 
Germany,  and  had  there  been  tranflated  and  publifhed^  with- 
out any  acknowledgment  of  the  o)>lig^ion  dUe  to  the  original 
writer. 

In  1749,  he  primed,  in  oAavo,  «<  OccaflonahThoughts^  oil 
moral,  ferious,  and  religious  SubjeAs.'*  In  1754,  he  was  the- 
author  of  a  work,  iptitled,  "  Tbe  Rational  Amu&ment,  com-^ 
prefaending  a  coUe£lion  of  letters  on  a  great  variety  of  fubjcfis^ 
interfperfed  with  eflays,  and  iome  little  pieces  of  humour.*** 
«  The  Shephei-d  of  Banbury's  Rules,**  a  favourite  pamphiee 
with  the  common  people^  and  «  The  hiftory  of  the  war  in  the 
Eaft  bidies,'^  which  appeared  in  1758  or  1759,  under  th^  name 
of  Mr.  WattSi  are  fuppofcd  to  have  been  of  Mr.  Campbell's- 
compoficion.  tJpon  the  conclufion  of  the  peace  at  Paris,  our 
author  was  requefted  by  Lord  Bute,  to  take  fome  fhare  in  the 
•rin^catioh  of  that  peace.  Accordingly,  he  Wrote  a  «<  Do- 
fcription  and  Htftory  of  the  new  Sugar  Iflands  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies j"  the  defign  of  which  wasV)  fliew'the  value  and  impoN 
cance  of  the  ileutral  iltands  that  had  been  ceded  to  us  by  th6 
French.    Ashis  bootwae  to-be  prefented  to  Ac  King,  he  was 
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ddired  to  write  a  dedication  to  his  Majefty;  which  he  wifliedto 
decline,  becaufe  he  had  hitherto  avoided  all  political  difputes, 
and  becaufe  his  earlier  attachments  and  fentiments  had  not  led 
him  to  pay  his  devoirs  to  the  Court  of  St.  James's.     However^ 
it  was  at  length  determined^  that  he  (hould  prefenc  the  dedica<> 
tion  in  manufcript.     The  following  is  a  copy  of  it  ^ 
To  the  King's  moft  facred  Majefty,. 
This  little  Work, 
tTndertaken  by  his  Royal  Commands^ 
and  honoured  by  his  gracious  Approbation, 
is*  humbly  infcribed  by 
His  Mdjefty's  mofl^  dutiful  Sulije^t, 
,  and' obliged  Servant* 

That  Peach, 
Which;  your  Majefty's  Goodnefs  and  Wifdom 
have  given  to  this  Nation, 
is  here  (hewn  to-be  adequate 
to  the  reftering  her  exhaufted  Wealth, 
to  the  exteniion  of  her  Commerce, 
through  dominions  ibe  hath  power  to  keep, 
and  is  inadequate  only 
in  the  eye  of- 
Faction. 
In-  1772,  litf  priflted^in'4tOy.**  A  Trcatifc  upon  the  Trade 
6f  Great  Britain  to  America/' 

His  laft  grand  work  was  «  A  Political  Survey  of  Britain  ; 
being  a  ferics  of  reflections  on  the  iituation,  lands^  inhabitants^ 
xievenues,colonjcSj.  and  commerce  of  this  ifland.  Intended  to^^ 
ihew,  that  they  have  not  as  yet  approached  near  the  .fummit  o£ 
improvement,  but  that  it  wiU  afibrd  employment  to' many  ge« 
Beratioi|s,  before  they  puSi  to  their  utmoft  extent  the  natural 
advantages' of  Great  Britain."  This  Werk,  which  was  publiChed 
in  1 774,  in  two  volumes,' royal  quarto,  coft  Dr.  Campbell  man/ 
years  of  attention>iludy  and  labour*  As  it  was  his  laft,  fo^  it 
fcenfs  to  have  been  his  favourite  produdion,  upon  which  he. 
Intended  to  ere£l:  a  durable  monument  of  his  Cncere  and  ardent 
love  to  his  country.  A  more  truly  patriotic  publication  never 
appeared  in  the  Engliih  language.  The  variety  of  informatioii 
it  contains  is  prodigious  s  and  there  ss  no  book  that*  bettor  de- 
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'ferres  the  clofe  and  conftant  ftudy  of  the  politician,  the  fen^tor, 
the  gentleman,  the  merchant,  the  ina«ufa£turer ;  in  ihort,  of 
every  one  who  has  it  in  any  degree  in  his  power  to  promote 
the  intereft  and  welfare  of  Great  Britain.  An  affidoous  purfuic 
of  the  nnmerous  hints  and  plans  of  improvement  fuggeded  by 
•onr  worthy  author,  would,  perhaps^  be  the  only  effedual  me- 
thod of  preferring  and  conrinumg  the  profperity  of  this  ifland, 
-amidft  that  combinatton  of  .enemies  and  misfortunes,  with 
which  ftie  is  at  prrfcnt  Surrounded.  As  the  "  Political  Siff- 
Tey**  is  fo  excellent  both  in  its  defign  and  execution,  it  is  not 
Turprifing  that  Dr.'Campbdl  (hould  receive  the  higheft  tefti- 
monies  in  commendation  of  it,  and  that  it  fliould  engage  hicn 
•in  a  very  extcnfive  corrcfpondencc.  The  corrcfpondcnce  occa- 
•fioned  by  it  was,  indeed,  fo  great,  that  in  a  letter  to  Mr.WaH, 
llated  July  21,  1774,  he  informed  his  friend,  that  it  had  ab- 
Torbed  a  rheam  of  paper ;  and  that  he  was  about  to  begin  upon 
^another  rtieam,  which  would  probably  (hate  the  fame  fate. 

inthe  account  which  has  been  given  of  Dr.  Campbell's  writ- 
ings, we  have  mentioned  fome  of  the  encomiums  that  have 
been  pafTed  upon  his  literary  merit.  Several  others  might  be 
added  i  but  we  (hall  content  ourfelves  with  producing  one  or 
two,  that  happen  to  be  at  hand.  Dr.  SmoUet,  when  doing 
joftice  to  the  eminent  writers  who  adorned  the^eign  of  King 
Ccorge  the  Second,  fays,  ^  Nor  let  us  forget  the  merit  confpi- 
cuous  in  the  works  ofCampbell,  Temarkable  for  candour,  intel- 
ligence, and  precifionr*  The  author  of  the  *<  Account  of  the 
£uropeaii  Settlements  in  America,'"  which  comm.on  fame  as- 
cribes to  a  gentleman  of  the  mofl  diftinguiflied  abilities  and 
character,  concludes  his  preface  with  the  following  paflage  • 
«  Having  fpdkcn  perhaps  a  little  too  hardly  of  my  materials,  I 
muft  except  the  afliflance  I  have  had  from  the  judicious  colleci- 
tion  called  Harris's  Voyages.  There  are  not  many  fin^r  pieces 
than  the  Hiftory  of  Brazil  in  that  colleSion.  The  light  in 
which  the  aBthcn*  fets  the  events  mthtt  hiftory  is  fine  and  in* 
-ftruftive;  an  uncommon ipirit  prevails  through  it;  «nd  his  re« 
marks  are  every  where  ftriking  and  deep.  The  little  flsretch  t 
have  given  in  the  part  of  Portnguefe  America,  if  it  has  any 
merit,  is  entirely  dkie  to  that  original — Where  I  differ  from 
Jhlia  in  any  refped^  it  il^  with  deference  to  the  judgment  of  % 
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v^tcTi  to  wbom  this  natipn  is  iniicb  oblig^d^  for  cndenvouriog 
pycry  where,  vith  fo  iiui^b  good  feofe  and  eloquence^  to  rouxc 
^hat  fpjfift  of  gcQcrous  enter  prize  f  that  caa  alone  make  ^uy  nan 
tipn  powerful  or  g)pri6u$.'^  Cr,  Caiupbeli^s  rjep.^tatiQn  was  oot 
fonfin^d  to'his  pwn  coumryy  but  extended  to  the  remoteft  part^ 
of  Eiirppe.  As  a  (^rikiog  ind^ance  of  this^  we  may  meotioo^ 
that  ix\  the  fpring  of  the  year  1 774^  the  Emprels  of  liuflja  v^ss 
pleafed  to  honour  him  with  the  prcfent  of  her  pid^ure,  drawn  m 
%he  robes  wprn  in  ^h^t  country  in  the  days  of  John  BaHliowits^ 
prand  Duke  of  JVIufcpvyi  who  wa?  contemporary  with  Queca 
iLlizabeth.  To  maniieft  the  DoA<»:'s  fenfe  of  her  Imperial  M»- 
jcfty's  goodncfs,  a  fet  pf  the  "  Political  Survey  of  Britain,?' 
|>ound  in  Morpccp,  highly  ornamented  and  accompanied  with  a 
letter  defcrjptive  of  the  triumphs  ^nd  felicities  of  her  reigOji 
was  forwarded  to  St.  Peterfburghj^  and  conveyed  into  the  hand« 
of  that  great  Princcfs,  by  Prince  Gregorio  Orloff,  who  had  reif 
£ded  fqme  months  in  this  kingdom.  The  £mprefs'«  piAorQi 
jiuce  the  death  of  our  author,  hath  been  prefented  by  his  widow 
fe  IiOrd  Macartocy. 

Let  us  now  advert  a  little  to  Dr.  CaoopbcU'^s  perfoqal  hiftory; 
On  the  234  of  May»  I73<$f  bo  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
^enjamip  Vobe,  of  Leodlinf^eri  in  the  county  of  Herefordpi 
^entleinan,  with  which  Lady  he  lived  near  forty  years  in  thr 
^reateft  conjugal  harmpny  and  hfippineis*  So  whplly  did  he 
dedicate  his  time  to  bopks^  that  h^  feldom  went  abroad :  but  to 
irelieve  himfelf,  as  much  as  poflible,  from  the  inconveniencies 
Incident  to  a  fedentary  life,  it  was  his  cuftooi>  when  the  weathci^ 
^ould  admit,  to  walk  in  his  garden }  or,  otherwife,  in  fome 
room  of  bis  houfe,  by  way  of  exercife.  By  this  method,  united 
with  the  ftrideft  temperance  in  eatingji  and  ai^  equal  ahftemi- 
oufnefs  in  drinkingi  he  ei^oyed  a  good  fiate  of  health,  liiough 
his  conflitution  was  delicate.  His  domcftic  manner  of  living 
did  not  piccludc  him  from  a  very  eiitenuve  and  honourable  ac- 
quaintance. His  houfe,  efpecially  on  a  Sunday  evenings  wa^ 
the  refort  of  the  n\oft  diftinguiibed  perfons  of  all  ranks,  and 
particularly  of  fuch  as  had  rendered  themfclvcs  eminent  by  their 
knowledge,  or  love  of  literature.  He  received  foreigners,  who 
l^ere  fond  of  learning,  with  ad  aS^bility  and  kindncfs,  whicl^ 
«citcd  in  thetp  the  highcft  rcfpr^l  ^d  veneration^  and  his 
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MbvfB^e  afid  cbearful  con?eHati6B,  made  fatHi  At  delist  of 
Ilk  frienda  in  general.  On  the  5th  of  March^  ^1^5 9  ^f*  Camp. 
beU  wa6  appointed  his  Majefty's  agent  for  the  protince  o{  Geor- 
gia, in  Nortb  Americai  which  employment  he  held  till  his  de<- 
fcafi:.  His  laft  illneft  was  a  decline,  the  confequence  of  a  life 
deroiBd  to  fevere  ftady,  and  which  refifted  every  ftltempt  for . 
his  relief  that  the  oioft  ikilful  in  the  medical  fcience  could  de- 
vile.  By  this  iUnefs  he  was  carried  off,  at  fait  hcu(e  in  Queen* 
Square,  Ormond^treet,  on  the  2Bthof  JDecember,  1775,  when 
he  had  nearly  completed  the  foty-eightfa  year,  of  bis  age*  His 
end  was  tranquil  and  eafy, ,,  and  be  preferved  the  fiiU  ufe  of  all 
his  fKukies  to  the  lateft  moment  of  his  life.  On  the  4th  of  Ja- 
nuary following  his  deceafe,  he  was  interred  in  the  New  Burying 
Ground,  behind  the  Foundling Hofpital,  belonging  to  the  parifii 
of  St.  George  the  Martyr,  where  a  monument,  with  a  plain  and 
modeft  infeription,  hath  been  ere&ed  to  his  memory.  Dr.  Camp, 
bell  had  by  his  Lady  feven  children,  one  of  whom  only  fiarviTod 
bim,  Anne,  who,  op  the  a  ad  of  Auguft,  1763,  married  John 
Grant,  £(q;  of  Lovat,  near  Invernefs,  in  North  Britain,  then 
Captain  in  the  fifty^eighth  regiment  of  foot,  and  lately  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Commiflary  and  Paymafter  of  the  Royal  artillery  at  New 
York*  Mrs.  Gram,  who  was  a  woman  of  excellent  underAand- 
ing  and^tafte,  which  had  been  cultivated  undo:  her  father's  eye, 
and  who  was  poflHIe^  of  the  moft  amiable  virtues,  died  at  New 
York»  on  the  2d  of  July,  1778,  in  the  thirty-feventh  year  of 
her  age.  Mr,  Grant  returning  fome  time  after  to  England,  de- 
parted this  life  at  Kenfington,  in  the  month  of  November  1780. 
Three  children,  left  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grant,  are  now  under  the 
care  of  their  worthy  grandmofther,  the  Bodor^  widow,  and 
are  her  only  remaining  confolation. 

Dr.  Campbell's  litersiry  knowledge,  was  by  no  means  confined 
to  the  fubjedis  on  which  he  more  particularly  treated  as  an  au* 
thor.  He  was  well  acquainted  witt  the  fl»athematics,  and  bad 
read  much  in  medicine.  It  hath  been  with  great  reafon  believed, 
that  if  he  had  dedicated  his  ftudies  to  the  laft  fcience,  he  would 
have  made  a  very  confpicuous  figure  in  the  phyfical  profeilion. 
He  was  eminently  verfed  in  the  different  parts  of  facred  liter- 
ature *,  and  bis  acquaintance  with  the  languages  extended  not 
flnly  to  tlic  Hehr^w^  Greek|  and  Latin  among  the  ancient,  an4 

"ta 
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^  Ae  French,  Italian,  Spanifli,  Portugucfe,  and  Dutcb,  among 
the  modern  j  but,  likcwife>  to  the  Oriental  tongues.  He  was 
particularly  fond  of  the  Greek  language.  His  attainment  ef 
iiich  a  variety  of  knowledge,  was  exceedingly  afliftcd  by  a  mcJ- 
inory  furprifingly  retentive,  and  which,  indeed^  aftoniftied  every 
|>erfon  with  whom  he  was  converiant.  A  ftriking  inftance  o£ 
this  hath  been  given  by  the  honourable  Mr.  Daines  Barfington, 
in  his  tra&v  intitled,  ^<  The  Probability  of  reaching  the  North 
Pole  difcufled  */'  In  comcnunicating  his  ideas,  otir  author  had 
^n  uncommon  readinefs  and  facHity ;  and  the  ftyle  of  his  works, 
^hich  had  been  formed  upon  the  model  of  that  of  the  celebrated 
Bi{hop  Sprat,  was  perfpicuous,  eafy,  flowing,  and  harmonious^ 
Should  it  be  thought  that  it  is  fometimes  rather  too  diffufive, 
it  will,  notwithftanding,  indubitably  be  allowed;^  that  it  is,  ia 
general,  very  elegant  and  beautiful. 

To  all  thefe  accomplifhments  of  the  underftanding,  Dr. 
-Campbell  joined  the  more  important  virtues  of  a  moral  ami 
pious  charader.  His  dlfpofition  was  gentle  and  humane,  and 
liis  manners  kind  and  oMighig.  He  was  the  tendereft  of  huf- 
'  bands,  a  moft  indulgent  parent,  a  kind  mafter,  a  firm  and  fin- 
<fere  friend.  To  his  great  Creator  he  paid  the  conftant  and  ar- 
dent tribute  of  devotion,  duty,  and  reverence ;  and  in  his  cor- 
Tefpondences  he  (hewed,  that  a  fenfe  of  piety  was  always  neareft 
his  heart.  «  We  cannot,*'  faid  he,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Hall, 
«<  too  much  infift  on  the  tieceEity  of  religion,  not  only  as  fe« 
-curing  our  happinefs  hereafter,  but  as  the  only  fafe  and  certain 
rule  of  life,  and  ten  thoufand  times  preferable  to  the  modern 
notions  of  pbilofophy,  and  ties  of  honour.  I  may  with  great 
"truth  fay,  that  the  Church  Catechifm  is  a  much  better  fyftem 
of  morals  than  Tully's  Offices.  There  are  many  fine  things  in 
thefe,  and  in  the  works  of  Seneca ;  but,  in  my  judgment, 
none  that  equal,  either  in  fpirit  or  compofition,  fome  of  the 
Colleds  ki  our  Liturgy.'*'    On  another  occaGon,  he  wrote  to 


*  The  infVaAce  menttoned  by  Mr.  Bamngfon,  regtrds  the  accuracy  where wl  h 
'Dr.  Campbell,  at  the  diflance  of  thirty  years,  remeni1>erecl  the  ti(\i  relatrd  to 
^im  by  a  Dr.  D«illie,  c»rjcerntng  a  ▼oyage  towards- the  North  Pole;  in  which 
the  navigaton,  among  whom  was  Dr.  Daillie  himfelf,  went  fo  far  as  to  the  88 (h 
^gree  of  north  latitude ;  and  might  eafily  have  proceeded  farther,  liad  not  thj; 
<»piaili  (bought  himfelf  obliged,  -typhis  dutf  4a  other  tcfpdX^,  to  retoro. 
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tfte  fame  friend^  that  he  thought  there  was  more  good  knk, 
and  far  better  precepts  for  the  condu£l  of  life,  in  the  Wifdoca 
of  Solomon,  and  the  fon  of  Sirach^  than  in  all  the  Heathea 
Sages  put  together  ;  or  than  could  be  met  with  in  Lord  Bo* 
lingbroke,  Mr.  Hume,  or  Voltaire,  k  was  our  author's  cuftom 
cf  cry  day,  to  read  one  or  more  portions  of  Scripture,  in  the  o- 
rigiDal,  with  the  ancient  ▼erfions,  and  the  beft  commenta- 
tors before  him  ^  and  in  this  way,  as  appears  from  bis  own  ocn 
cafional  notes  and  remarks^  he  went  through  the  Sacred  Wrl-^ 
tings  a  Btimber  of  times,  with  great  thankfulneis  and  advan* 
tagc. 

Sudi  w^s  Dr«  Campbell  as  a  writer  and  as  a  roan..  By  his 
works  be  has  fecured  not  only  a  lading  reputation,  but  rendered 
himfelf  highly  beneficial  to  the  public ;  and  by  his  virtues,  he 
became  prepared  for  that  happy  immortality,  which  awaits  all 
the  geauiae  followers  of  goodncfs. 
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CHAP.      XXIII, 

Xtc  Naval  Hiftory  of  Great  Britain  from  the 
acccflion  of  king  George  JI.  to  tbe  end  of  the  war 
in  the  year  ^76^ 


KING  GEORGE  11.  afccndcd  the  throne  of  Great  A.D. 
Britain  in  the  year  1727,  and  in  the  forty-fourth  year  1727. 
of  his  age.  All  the  European  powerd  were  now  at 
peace ;  neyertbelefs,  fome  of  them  were  fo  little  fatisfieil  with 
the  terms  to  whicli  neceflity  hac)  compelUd  them  to  accede,  that 
a  future  war  was  eafil^  forefeen.  The  late  king  had  engaged 
in  an  unnatural  alliance  with  France,  and,  under  a  pretence  of 
adjufting  the  balance  of  power,  had  burdened  the  nation  with 
fabfidies  to  Sweden  and  the  landgrave  of  Hefle-Cafiel.  The 
emperor  Charles  VI.  for  whom  we  had  fo  lately  wre(Ved  Sicily 
from  the  Spaniards,  was^now  leagued  with  th^  court  of  Ma- 
drid, and  the  political  fcbeme  of  our  minidry,  fome  time  before 
the  death  of  George  L  was  to  humble  this  very  emperor,  in 
-Vpl.  ly.  4  jvhc^fe 
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A.  D.  whofe  caufe  we  had  fo  lately  expended  fuch  funis  of  Brittfii 

X727'trcafurc. 

*  Before  I  proceed  to  the  occurrences  which  are  the  immediate 
objects  of  a  naval  hiftory,  it  feecns  neceilary  to  bring  the  reader 
acquainted  with  the  men  in  power  at  the  beginning  of  this  reign: 
Lord  Townfcnd  and  the  duke  of  Newcaftlc  were  generally  fup- 
pofed  to  condufi  the  important  concern  of  foreign  negociations. 
The  firfl  of  thefe  is  allowed  to  have  pofleiled  knowledge  and 
talents  e<jual  to  the  talk*  A^  to  the  latter^  be  was  certainly 
not  a  man  of  great  abilities }  but  he  had  diftingui(hej  himfelf  as 
a  (leady  and  indefatigable  friend  to  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  and 
}iis  parliamentary  intereft  was  very  confiderable.  Lord  Carte- 
ret)  though  not  ofteniibly  in  the  adnsiniftrationf  was  frequent- 
ly confuUed)  and  his  advice  generally  followed.  He  was  a  man 
of  fome  genius  and  learning»  and,  having  been  much  abroad, 
was  fuppofed  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  general  "fyftem  of. 
Europe.  The  interior  government  of  the  kingdom  was  princi- 
pally concluded  by  Sir  Robert  Walpolc,  who  was  at  the  bead 
of  the  trcafury,  and  leader  of  the  Whigs  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
inons.  He  was  well  verfcd  in  the  myftery  of  financing,  fund- 
ing, and  in  the  effectual  application  of  money,  as  a  powerful 
engine  of  government.  He  fpoke  in  parliament,  though  not 
elegantly,  yet  with  eafc,  fluency,  and  perfuaGonJ     He  knew  | 

idankind,  and  on  that  knowledge  he  is  faid  to  have  laid  the  j 

foundation  of  that  uniform  plan  of  influence,  fo  very  agreeable: 
to  fubfcquciu  parliaments,  and  fo  indifpenfibly  ufcful  to  future 
miniftcrs.  The  principalfpcakcrs  in  the  oppofition  were  Sir 
Willtnm  Wyndhara,  Mr,  Shlppen,  Mr,  Hungerford,  and  Mr. 
Pultney. 

The  reader  has  feen,  in  the  laft  page  of  the  preceding  volume^  j 

that  thfc  navy  of  England  was,  at  this  period,  exceedingly  far-  ' 

midable.     Our  chief  naval  commanders  who  were  at  this  time  \ 

employed,  were  Sir  Charles  Wager,*  Sir  John  Norris,  and  ad- 
miral Hoiier :  the  firft  commanded  a  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean, 
the  fccond  in  the  Bahic,  and  the  third  in  the  Weft  Indies,  j 

xvhere  he  died^  about  two  months  after  the  king*s  acceflion. 
Sir  Charles  Wager  had  been  lent  to  fecure  Gibraltar,  then  be- 
liegcri  by  the  Spaniards.  He  afterwards  continued  upon  the  coaft 
lir  Spain,  in  order  to  pcrfuadc  that  nation,  by  the  ultima  ratio 
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regum^'lf  tteceSzrjf  to  acquiefce  ia  the  general  ptan  of  peace  A.  D. 
to  which  the  other  confiderabie  powers  had  already  acceded.  I?^?* 
Sir  John  Norris  had  been  fent  with  a  fleet  into  the  Baklc^  with 
a  defigii  to  proted  Sweden  from  the  Czarina,  who  threatened 
that  country  with  an  invafion.  And  admiral  Hofier  had  failed 
10  April  1736;  to  the  Weft  Indies,  in  order  to  block  up  the 
Spanith  gaUeoiis,  and  thereby  prevent  that  treafure  from  being 
brought  to  Europe,  without  which,  it  was  imagined,  the  courts 
of  Vitnnii  and  Madrid  could  not  profecute  the  war. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  the  l^ritifh  navy  at  the  accefllon  of 
George  IK  who,  as  I  have  before  obfervedj  found  his  king- 
dom at  peace  with  all  the  world'*  No  immediate  change  was 
made,  eltheir  of  mihifterS  or  meafures;  but,  before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  year,  lord  Torrington  was  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  admiralty",  and  the  earl  of  Weftmoreland  made  firft  lord  of 
trade  •. 

A  new  parliament  was  called.  The  two  houfes  met  on  the  1728* 
twenty-third  day  of  Januaryl  The  commons  unanimoufly 
choTe  for  their  fpeaker  Arthur  Onflow,  Eftjs  member  for  the 
county  of  Surrey  5  a  man  whofe  aVilities  and  integrity  rendered 
(rim  fing^larly  qualified  foi*  that  important  office.  The  king, 
la  his  fpeech  from  the  throne,  informed  his  parliament,  that  thfc 
diificulties,  which  had  hitherto  prevented  the  execution  of  the 
preliminaries  to  the  eftablifhment  of  a  general  peace,  were  now 
removed*,  and  that  a  congrefs  would  foon  be  opened  for  that 
ptirpofe,  in  which  he  hoped  the  peace  of  Europe  would  be  ef- 
fe£tually  (ecdred  j  but  that  neverthelefs,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
poiEbility  of  an  open  ropture,  it  was  ncceflary  to  continue  the  pre- 
parations for  war.  He  wiihed  that  fome  fcheme  might  be  formed 
for  the  increafe  and  fecurity  of  feamen,  that  they  might  rather 
be  invited  t)ian  compelled  into  the  fervice.  He  promifed  eco- 
nomy as  foon  as  the  public  fafety  would  permit,  and  concluded 
his  fpeech,  asnfual,  with  recommending  unanimity  and  difpatch. 
The  two  houfes  prefented  moft  dutiful  addreifes  on  the  occa- 
fion.  They  voted  22,955  men  for  guards  and  garrifons,  and 
1,5,000  feamen,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year.  They  granted 
231,000!.  for  the  maintenance  of  12,000  Hcflians;  a  fubfidy 

A  StnoIlBl*»  hist,  3d  cditioi),  vol.  vii«  p.  irx* 
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A.  D.  of  50,000  L  to  the  king  of  Sweden^  and  a5>oooL  to  the  dulec* 

V728.of  BrQnfwick>>. 

The  congrefs,  which  met  at  Soifibns  to  eftaUifli  peace,  having 
yet  determined  nothing,  the  fate  of  Europe  remained  fufpended. 
Spain  had  fecretly  fhook  hands  with  France^  and  was  now  allied 
to  Portugal  by  meanr  of  a  double  marriage  y  Ae  therefore  grew 
indifferent  as  to  peace  with  England.  She  continued  her  deprc* 
dations  bn  our  commcpcc  in  the  Weft  Indies,  where  our  fleet 
remained  inadlive  and  rotting,  and  our  failofs  peri(hed  mifcra- 
bly,  infulted  and  unreTehged«< 

The  parliament  of  England  met,,  according  to  their  prorog»- 

i729.'tion,'  on  the  tifi  of  January*  They  voted  15,000  Teamen  for 
the  fervice  of  the  year  :•  the  number  of  land-forces  was  alfe 
continued,  as  were  likewife  the  fubfidies  to  foreign  princes^ 
The  merchants  of  London,  Briftot,  and  Liverpool  prefented 
petitions  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  complaining  of  the  repeal- 
ed injuries  they  had  fuftained  by  the  depredations  of  the  Spa- 
niards in  the  Weft  Indies ;  tipon  which  the  houfe  ordered  the 
lords  of  the  admiralty  to  produce  every  fimilar  memorial  which 
they  had  received  ^  and  they  addrefied  the  king,  praying,  that 
the  inftfu£lions  and  letters  fern  to  admira)  Hoiier  and  his  fuc- 
Ceflbrs  in  command,  might  be  laid  before  them.  A  committee 
of  the  whole  houfe  took  this  important  affair  into  confideration, 
and  after  examining  evidence,  and  amply  debating  the  matter^ 
refolved,  that  the^paniards  had  violated  the  treaties  fubfifting 
between  the  two  crowns ;  that  they  had  treated  the  crews  of  ftve- 
ral  Englifli  ftiips  with  inhumanity  ^  that  the  mftru&ions  given  to 
admiral  Hofier,  to  feize  and  detain  the  Spanifli  galkons,  were 
juft  and  neccffary.  The  houfe  of  commons  then  addrefTcd  the 
king,  requefting  his  majefty  to  require  f4tisfa£bion  of  Spain  ^ 
and  he  anfwered  them  by  a  promife  to  comply  with  their  re- 
queft*^. 

Meanwhile  the  houfe  of  lords  dcKbeiated  on  the  pofitive 
demand  made  by  the  Catholic  king,  of  the  refiitution  of  Gibralw 
tar,  founded  on  the  contents  of  a  letter  written  by  Icing  George  L 
to  the  king  of  Spain.  From  an  authentic  copy  of  this  letter,  it 
appeared,  that  bis  late  majefty  had  a£tuaUy  confented  to  this  re- 

1^  Smollcc,  vol.  vii.  p.  173.  «  Smollet,  p,  iSOb 
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ftitution.    Their  lordfhips  then  rcfolved,  that  the  houfe  did  A.  IX 
firmly  rely,  that  his  majefty  would,  in  fupport  of  the  honour  1729* 
and  trade  of  this  kingdom,  take  cfTeAual  care  to  preferve  his 
undoubted  right  to  Gibraltar  and  Minorca. 

The  year  1730  produced  nothing  worthy  the  attention  of  a  1730^, 
na^al  hiftorian.  The  king,  in  his  fpeech  to  parliament,  which 
met  on  the  13th  of  January,  informed  them,  that  the  peace  of 
Europe  was  now  eftablifhed  by  a  treaty  concluded  at  Seville ; 
that  the  unmterniptcd  commerce  of  Great  Britain  was  reflored; 
and  that  the  nation  was  to  be  amply  indemnified  for  the  Spaniih 
depredations  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Neverthekfs,  I  find,  that  oa 
tlie  2d  of  March,  i73i<>,feveral  mafters  and  failors  of  merchant- 
ibips,  who  had  been  taken  by  the  Spanifh  Guarda  Coftas, 
came  to  London  to  give  an  account  to  parliament  of  the  cruel 
treatment  they  had  received  from  the  Spaniards.  In  1733 
the  houfe  of  commons  addreiTed  the  king,  to  know  what  fa- 
tisfa£tion  had  been  made  by  Spain  for  the  depredations  above^ 
mentioned  ^ :  and  by  his  majefty's  anfwer  it  appeared,  that  the 
commiffioners  bad  not  yet  made  their  report.  In  the  fpeech  from 
the  throne,  which  put  an  end  to  the  preceding  feflion  of  parlia- 
ment, the  nation  was  told,  that  all  difputes  with  foreign  powers 
were  fettled,  and  the  public  tranquillity  efkabliihed.  However, 
twelve  (hips  of  the  line  were  put  into  commiflion,  and  prefs^ 
warrants  were  iffued  for  manning  the  fleet.  Meanwhile  rear- 
admiral  Stewart  demanded  of  the  governors  of  Campeachy  and 
the  Havannah,  redltution  for  three  (hips  plundered  by  Spanifk 
Guarda  Coftas.  In  confcquencc  of  this  peremptory  demand, 
one  of  the  Guarda  Coftas  was  fold  at  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  and 
the  money  paid  to  the  South* Sea  faQors.  One  of  the  Spanifli 
governors  was  fcnt  borne,  and  another  confined  in  the  caAle  of 
Cuba. 

That  we  may  in  fome  degree  preferve  the  chain  of  fuch  pub-  i  y^i* 
lie  events  as  are  connefted,  though  indireftly,  with  our  naval 
hiftory,  it  1$  neccflary  to  inform  the  reader,  that,  in  the  year 
1733,  the  king  of  France  concluded  a  treaty  with  Spain  and 
S^irdinia^  by  which  they  mutually  agreed  to  declare  war  againft 

*  Gtnt,  Mag.  March,  17  31,  «  SmQllct'*  bift.  Vol.  vii.  p.  107.' 
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A.  D.  the  emperon    Accordingly  a  war  in  Germany  and  in  Italf  m- 

1734*  mediately  commenced; 

In  1734  the  navy  of  England  confided  of  ntnety.two  men  of 

1735*  ^ar,  fixty  of  Which  were  of  the  line.  In  the  folloiring  year 
a  miinnderfbmding,  on  a  frivolous  occaGon,  happening  between 
the  courts  of  Spain  and  Portugal^  the  latter  applied  to  Great 
Brirain  for  proteAion ;  inconfcquence  of  which,  Sir  John  Norris 
failed  with  a  powerful  fleet  j  and  arrived  at  Lifbon  on  the  nintft 
of  June,  Where  be  was  joyfully  received  as  their  deliverer. 

Regardlefs  of  the  frequent  complaints  and  reinonftrancea  de^ 
livercd  to  the  court  of  Spain  by  the  Britifh  ambaflfador  at  Ma^ 
drid,  the  Spaniards  in  America  continued  atidacioufly  to  infnlt 
and  moleft  our  commerce.  They  pretended  that  we  had  no 
right  either  to  cut  logwood  in  the  bay  of  Campeachy,  or  to  gather 
fait  on  the  ifland  of  Tortugas.  Their  Guarda  Codas  boarded 
and  plundered  every  £ngli{h  (hip  they  met,  under  a  pretence  of 
fearching  for  contraband  goods.  They  even  ieised  feveral  £ng- 
lifli  vefiels,  confilcated  their  cargoes,  and  threw  the  faildrs  into 
prifon.  Fired  by  fucb  reiterated  provocation,  the  people  of 
England  began  now  to  loie  all  patience.  Petitions  to  the  houfe 
of  commons  were  tr^nfmitted  from  various  pans  of  the  king^ 
dom.  The  houfe  again  addrefled  the  king,  and  the  king  again 
returned  a  promiflbry  anfwen  It  is  difficulty  even  at  this  di*- 
ftance  of  time,  to  refleft  with  patience  on  th«  pufillanimity  of 
the  Britiih  miniftry  at  thb  period  |  nor  is  it  pojQible  to  imagine 
the  Spaniards  would  have  carried  their  inlblence  fo  far^  if  they 
had  not  depended  on  the  pacific  difpofition  of  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
polc  f .  That  able  miniftier  dreaded  the  confcquenccs  of  a  war 
to  himfclf  and  friends.  He  had  othei:  ufes  for  the  treafure 
which  fleets  and  armies  would  confume ;  and  therefore  he  left 
nothing  unattbmpted  to  avert,  or,  at  leafti  to  procraftinate  the 


f  Ooe  of  the  mod  fliocking  inftances  of  Spanifii  inlbleiit  barbcrity,  < 
in  the  cafeof  on«  Jenkins,  maAcr  of  a  Scott  merchafiC  (hip,  vho  at  the  bar  of. 
the  houie  of  commons  held  his  car  in  hit  band;  which  had  been  torn  from  his 
head  by  the  crew  of  a  Guarda  CoRu,  who  declared  they  would  do  th«  fame  by 
his  hiatter.  They  tortured  him  in  the  moft  wantoB  humanity,  and  chreafCned 
him  with  Inftant  death.  Being  alked  by  a  member,  what  were  hit  thonghtt  when 
he  was  in  the  hands  of  thefe  barbarians  ?  be  anfwered,  "  I  recommended  my 
*<  foul  to  Gjd,  and  my  caufc  to  oiy  country.*'  This  evidence  made  a  ftronf 
imprclGon  on  the  hcufc. 

ftorm. 
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ilprm.  ]?Qf  this  purpofej  he  patched  up  a  conyention  with  the  A.  D. 
froort  of  Spaifiy  importing,  that  the  difputes  between  the  two  ^73^* 
crawos  ihould  be  fettW  hy  twp  plenipotentiaries.  This  con- 
yentiofi  was  feverely  cenfured^by  the  oppofition  in  both  houfes 
pf  parlianient.  The  city  of  London^  the  Weft  India  mer-. 
chants,  and  the  merchants  of  Briftol,  prefented  petitions,  juftl/ 
complaining,  that  their  indifputable  right  to  pais  unmolefted  to 
fnd  from  the  Britifh  colonies,  was,  in  this  convention,  left,  an 
a  dubitable  privilege,  to  be  determined  by  plenipotentiaries. 

The  convention  above-mentioned  ftipulated,'  that  95^000 1. 
being  a  balance  due  ffom  Spain  to  the  crown  and  fubje£ls  of 
preat  Britain,  (hou^d  be  paid  in  liondon  before  the  expiration  of 
four  months  ^fter  the  rati(icatipn.  The  time  was  now  expired,  and 
the  money  not  yet  paid.  The  houfe  of  lords  appointed  a  day  for 
faking  the  ftate  of  the  nation  into  confideration,  and  when  the 
day  arrived,  Iiord  Carteret  n^pved  for  a  reiblution,  that  this 
£itlure  of  payment  was  a  high  indignity  to  the  king,  and  an  in* 
juftice  to  th^  nation  ^  The  previous  queftion  was  put,  and  the 
tnotlon  loft.  But  though  the  minifter  yet  retained  a  fuiScient 
majority  in  both  houfes,  the  nation  in  general  was  too  much 
exafperated  to  afford  any  hopes  of  preventing  a  war  with 
$pain  \  Iietters  of  marque  and  reprifal  were  granted  ;  the  ar- 
my was  augmented }  an  embargo  was  laid  on  all  outward-bound 
yeflcis ;  a  fleet  was  aflcmblcd  at  Spithead,  and  a  reinforcement 
was  fent  to  admiral  Haddock,  who  at  this  time  commanded  s^ 
fleet  in  the  Mediterranean.  Our  whole  jQ^eet  in  com  million  con-^ 
lifted  of  eighty-four  men  of  war,  beiides  thirty*two  ready  to  be 
put  into  commii&oni.  The  entire  navy  of  Spain  amounted  to 
fhirty^hree  fliips  of  war,  thofe  of  the  ^ota,  which  are  properly 
Qiercbant  ftiips,  included. 


e  Sm^kt,  vol.  vK.  p.  xCB,  b  <^8nt.  Mag.  Jaoe,  1739. 
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A.  D.  Both  nations  began  to  tnake  vigorous  preparations  for  war« 
*739-  The  court  of  Spain  at  this  junfturc  revived  its  alliance  by  a 
marriage  between  the  Infant  Don  Philip  and  Madam  dc  Francet 
and  the  French  miniftry  did  not  fcruple  to  declare,  that  if  Spain 
were  opprefTod  by  any  power  whatfoever,  they  ihould  not  re^ 
main  idle  fpefbtors.  The  States-General,  on  the  other  hand, 
did  not  fcruple  to  fignify  by  their  minifters  At  the  courts  of 
France  and  Spain,  that  they  were  under  certain  mutual  engagc- 
'  nieuts  to  England,  which,  if  required,  they  thought  themfeivcs 
in  honour  obliged  to  fulfil. 

Vice-admiral  Vernon  failed  on  the  loth  of  July  for  the 
Weft  Indies  with  nine  men  of  war.  This  gentleman  had  ren- 
dered himfelf  conspicuous  in  the  houfe  of  commons  by  his  blunt 
oppoiition  to  the  miniftry.  In  the  debate  concerning  the  SpaniOi 
ilepredations  in  the  Weft  Indies,  he  had  affirmed,  that  he  could 
take  Porto-Bcllo  with  fix  men  of  war.  He  had  formerly  com*- 
manded  a  fleet  on  the  Jamaica  ftation,  and  was  therefore  fup- 
pofed  to  be  well  acquainted  with  thofe  feas.  His  offer  was  echoed 
by  the  members  an  the  oppoiition,  and  the  whole  nation  refound- 
<d  his  praife.  The  minifter  embraced  ttiis  opportunity  of  ac- 
quiring feme  popularity,  and,  at  the  fatne  time,  of  removing  a 
troublefome  opponent  in  the  houfe  of  commons.  Befides^  it 
was  generally  imagined  that  he  was  not  without  hopes  that  the 
admiral  might  difgrace  himfelf  and  his  patty  by  not  fucceeding 
in  the  adventure.     Vernon  failed  for  the  Weft  Indies. 

The  Englifli  fleet  -cruizing  on  the  coaft  of  Spain  was  particu- 
larly intended  to  intercept  the  Aflbguesfliips  from  Vera  Cruz**. 
Thcfc  ihips^  however,  arrived  fafeat  St.  Andero.  Having  recei- 
ved information  of  the  fituation  of  affairs  in  Europe,  inftead  of 
coming  by  the  Madeiras  for  Calais,  as  ufual,  they  failed  by  the 
Bahamas,  and  went  north  about ;  then  fleering  weftward,  and 
doubling  the  Lizard,  they  made  Ufhant,  and  thence  creepiag 
along  fliore,  croiTed  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  and  fo  to  St.  Andero. 

On  the  23d  day  of  OSober,  Great  Britain  declared  war 
againft  Spain,  and  in  the  fame  month  intelligence  was  received 
fhac  admiral  Haddock  had  taken  two  rich  fhips  from  the  Cara* 

k  Gem.  M?2*  "v^l*  l'^*  P*  44X< 
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€oas>  bafin'g  on  boird  a,ood«oob  piece$  of  eight,  He  was  foon  A;  D. 
after  joined  by  admiral  Balchin,  with  fix  (hips  of  the  line.  >739* 
.  Vice-admiral  Vernon  arrived  at  Jamaica  the  2  jd  of  O£lober» 
the  day  00  which  war  was  proclaimed  in  England*  On  hb  ar- 
rival off  Port-Royal  in  that  liland,  he  had  the  fatisfatdion  to 
fee  the  Diamond  man  of  war  ftanding  into  the  harbour  with 
two  Spanifli  veflela  in  tow«  one  of  wtiich  was  a  regifter  ihip 
with  120^000  pieces. of  eighth  and  clothinjg  for  6000  men,  on 
board.  Tbfc  admiral  failed  from  Jamaica  on  the  5th  of  No- 
vemberi  Mth  fix  (hips  of  war  ">.  Hfiying  met  with  contrary 
winds;  he  did  not  come  in  fight  of  Porto«Bello  till  the  20th 
in  the  evening.  He  was  apprehehfive  of  driving  to  the  eaft- 
ward  during  the  night ;  he  therefore  anchored  about  fix  leagues 
ifrom  (bore.  Porto-fiello  is  a  town  in  the  SpaiiiOi  Weft  Indies^ 
ib  called  from  the  beauty  of  its  harbour.  It  is  fituated  on  the 
north  ^baft  of  the  ifthmus  of  Darien;  Which  divides  the  king- 
dom of  Metico  from  Terra  Firma.  The  town  ftands  at  the 
bottom  of  a  finall  bay,  defended  by  a  caftle  and  two  forts,  one 
of  which,  called  the  Iron  Fort,  is  fituated  on  the  north  fide  of 
the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  and  the  other,  St.  Jeronimo,  near 
the  town,  with  a  battery  facing  the  entrance  into  the  bay.  The 
cafHe-,  called  Gloria,  ftabds  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  town. 

On  tbe  2 1  ft,  in  the  morning,  the  admiral  weighed  and  plied 
to  windward  in  line  of  battle  \  The  (hips  entered  the  bay  in 
the  following  brder,  viz..  The  Hampton-Court,  Norwich, 
*Worcefter,  Burford>  Strafford,  Louifa.  Orders  had  been  ^i- 
ven  for  a  general  attack ;  but  the  wind  coming  to  the  ea(heard, 
the  admiral  was  obliged  to  confine  hb  attack  to  the  Iron  Fort, 
cloie  to  which  the  fquadrbn  was  piloted  by  Captain  Rentone. 
When  the  Hampton-Court  came  ivithin  about  a  cable's  length 
of  the  fort,  (he  was  fuddehly  becalmed  by  the  high  land  to 
windward^  and^  before  (he  could  brihg^  her  guns  to  bear,  was 
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A.  D.  expofcd  to  a  fmart  fire  from  the  enemj.  Bot  at  foon  as  (ke 
^739*  was  in  a  ikuatton  to  return  the  falute,  after  haTing  dropped 
bei^  anchor,  flie  feemedt  in  a  nioinent,i  a  cloud  of  pevpetuat 
thunder.  She  appeared  to  the  reft  of  the  fleet  te^  be  all  on  fi)^ 
In  the  fpace  of  twenty<£ve  minutes  fhe  is  fatd  to'bave  fired  4<x> 
balh.  The  Norwich  and  the  Worcefter  were  not  long  before 
they  came  up»  and  fired  upon  the  fort  with  vaft  afeerity.  Thefe 
Were  followed  by  the  Bxirford^  on  board  of  which  was  the  ad« 
miral,  who  perceiving  that  the  Spaniards  began  to  fiy  from  fe-^ 
^erar  parts  of  the  fort,  made  a  fignal  for  landing*  Mean  while 
he  luffed  up  as  near  the  fort  as  poflible,-  and,  by  means  of  hi9 
imall  arms,  drove  the  garrifon  fr»m  the  lower  battery.  As  the 
Boats  fiiU  of  iailors  and  marines  pafTed  the  admiral,  he  called 
to  them  to  land  immediStt^ely  under  the  walls  of  the  fort,  thoughr 
there  wa^  no  breach  made.  The  failbn  were  no  fi>oner  o» 
fliore  than  they  fcaled  the  waH,  and,  pulling  up  th«  foldiiers  a£« 
ttr  them,  ftniclr  the  Spaniih  colours  in  the  lower  battery,  and 
hoifted  an  Engliih  eiifign.  This  was  no  fooner  perceived  by  the 
garrifon  in  the  upper  part  of  the  fort,  than  they  hotfted  a  white 
flag,  a  figna!  for  capitulation,-  and  furrendered'  at  difcretion^ 
The  garrifon- of  this  fort  confifted  of  300  men,  out  of  which, 
at  the  time  of  furrender,  there  remained  only  thirty-€ve  privates 
and  five  officers. 

The  (hips  which  failed  in  before  the  adiniral,  were  now  faHen^ 
fo  leeward  \  but  the  Burford  being  expofcd  to  the  Gloria-caftlc, 
it  continued  firing  at  her  tit!  night,  without  however  doing  her 
any  other  damage  than  wounding  her  fore-top-maft'  a  little  above 
the  rigging.  The  admiral  then  pointed  fbme  of  his  lower  deck 
guns  at  this^  caftle,  and  fent  feveral  fbot  over  it  into  the  town^ 
one  of  which  went  through  the  governor's  houfe. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d  the  admiral  called  a  council  of  war^ 
and,  it  being  thought  not  advifable  to  attack  the  Gloria-caftle  by 
day,  orders  were  ifiued  for  warping  the  (hips  up  the  following 
night.  This  circumfpcftion  proved  unnecefTary.  The  Spaniards 
hoifled  a  white  flag,  and  immediately  fent  a  boat  with  a  flag 
of  truce,  vuth  terms  on  which  they  wifhed  to  capitulate :  in 
anfwer  to  thefe  the  admiral  returned  other  articles,  and  aU 
lowed  them  a  few  hours  for  deliberation.    They  accepted  hi» 

termsy. 
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terms  S  and  the  Britifli  troops  took  immediate  poilcflion  ef  the  A.  D. 
Gloria  and  St.  Jeroaimo  forts.  J  739* 

There  were  in  the  harboor  of  Porto^BeMo  two  Spanifh  gnardop- 
•ooftas  of  twenty  guns  eachj  and  an  armed  fnow.  The  crews  of 
thefe  vefleis^  chufiog  to  anticipate  theBritifh  iailors,  plundered 
the  town  in  the  night,  and  committed  great  outrages  on  the  in^ 
haUtants.  TheEinglilh  feamen  and  ibldiers,  on  the  contrarfy  be^ 
bayed  with  ^reat  dscccncy  and  humanity^  after  they  became  po£> 

P  jiriicies  §f  capiinldihn  xrtniidkj  Edward  yernom^  Ef%;  vice-admiral  of  the 
bittty  and  cciwrumdcr  in  cbiif  rf  kh  majefiy's  fitps  and  veffeU  in  the  Wejl 
IttdieSy  andxommodore  Brown^  to  Don  Franc/fco  Martinez  de  ^etez^  goverr 
nor  of  Porto-Bella^  and  Don  Franiijco  de  Ab^irea^  commaniat.t  of  the  guar  da" 
ctfias  at  the  fame  flace^  tbe  lid  tf  November^  1739,  0.  S. 

t.  Thil  tbe  garrifoD  be  allowed  to  inarch  out,  aa  delired,  up«n  con(!jtion  t^ 
Iting  of  Great  Britain's  troops  be  put  into  pofTciGon  ef  tlie  Gloria-caAIe  before 
four  </clock  thia  eyetHing,  and  liie  garrifon  to  marcK  out  by  fen  o'clock  to -nor* 
row  morD«og»  That  tb^  iobabitMits  may  /icber  i,emove  or  regiain^  under  a  pro- 
jDiie  of  fecurity  fur  ihemfelvci  and  their  tffcAi. 

IL  That  tbe  Spanl(h  (bldiers  may  have  a  guard,  if  they  tji'nk  it  neccflary. 

III.  That  they  may  carry  off  two  cannons  jpountcd  wiih<en  charges  of  pow. 
^er  each,  and  their  match  Hghied. 

iV.  The  gates  of  the  Gloria*caAle  ^all  abfolutely  be  in  polT  (Coo  of  tbe  king 
onr  matlei's  troops  by  four  o'clock,  and  the  Spanilh  garrir«»n  (l.ai!  remain  in  ail 
jTafety,  for  their  prr/bps  and  t^t£X%^  till  tlie  appokiieJ  time  for  their  marching 
out,  and  to  carry  with  them  Che  provifions  and  ammunition  occcflTary  for  ihcir 
fsfciy. 

V.  That  |he  i|hipiy  ivith  tljeir  apparel  and  armi,  be  ab(9lQte|y  delivered  op  t^ 
4bc  nfe  of  hit  Britannic  majefty^  but  that  ail  the  officers,  foldiers,  and  crews,    . 
fll4ll  have  three  days  allowed  them  to  retire  with  all  their  prrional  r/fe^ks,  only 
one  officer  being  admitted  on  board  each  (hip  and  vefl^cl,  to  take  pofllHion  for  the 
.king  our  maflcr,  and  coiee  this  afticle  flri£k!y  complied  vrith. 

VI.  That  provided  rbo  articles  above  mentioned  arc  ftriCtly  complied  with, 
and  that  poflcaSon  ia  gi^en  oiCa^U  8c  Jeroolf^o,  in  the  fame  manner  as  is  nipti- 
la:ed  for  the  CaDle  Gloria,  then  the  ciergj,  the  churches,  and  town,  fhall  he 
protcQed  and  prefcjved  in  all  their  immuniries  and  propeiiies:  and  that  all  per- 
/oDi  already  taken  Ihall  be  fct  at  liberty  before  our  leaving  the  port. 

Given  under  our  hands  on  board  his  majeAy's  fhip  Sfuifurd,  in  Porto. 
Bcilo  harbour,  this  29d  of  November,  173^  O.  S. 

E.     V  X  B  N  O  N. 
C  H  A.    B  Jt  O  W  N. 

I  prefume  it  wi'.l  not  be  thought  inconfiftent  with  the  dignity  of  hiftory  10  re- 
cord a  piece  of  genuine  wit  in  a  common  failor,  who,  when  tbe  officer  who  com- 
iDanded  at  tbe  fcaling  of  the  Iron-cattle,  ordered  the  troops  to  halt^  cried— 
**  f>u^  my  tyts,  captain,  don't  let's  halt  till  we  are  crip^icdr 

JJ  2  feflcd 
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A.  D.  fefled  of  the  town ;  aii4f  a^  a  rewan)  for  their  moderatioa  and 
'739'  gaUantry^  the  admiral  difiributed  among  them  io>oqq  doUarsy 
tvhich  were  juft  arrived  in  order  to  pay  the  Spa^iQi  troops.  The 
^  admiral,  having  taken  on  board  his  ^eet  all  the  hrafs  canboa  and 

ammunition  found  in  the  feveral  forts,  be  proceeded  to  demoltfli 
the  fortifications  j  which  was  completely  efie^ed  in  three  weeks, 
at  the  expence  of  1 22  barrels  of  Spanifh  gun-powderf.  On  ihi 
syth  of  November  the  Diamond,  captain  Knowles,  and  on  the 
^9th  the  Windfor,  captain  Berkley,  and  the  Anglefea,  captain 
Reddiflx,  arrived  at  ^orto-Bello,  in  confcquence  of  orders;  left 
By  the  admiral  at  the  Leeward:  iflands,  for  Uiefe  ibips  to  follow 
him.  On  ithe  i3th  of  iJecember  the  admiral,  with  his  (quadron, 
failed  for  Jamaica,  and  on  the  28th,  toeing  then  off  Carthagena, 
he  difpatcbed  captain  Rcntone,  in  ^he  Spanifh  fnow,  with  the; 
news  to  England. 

Admiral  Vernon,  aind  the  fleet  under  his  command,  certainlf 
deferved  the  honour  they  acquired  by  the  fucccfs  of  this  expedi- 
tion \  neverthelefs,  it  muft  be  confefled,  that  their  eafyconqoei^ 
muft  be  in  part  attributed  to  the  cowardice  of  the  Spaniards  in 
iurrendering  the  firft  fort  before  a  breach  was  mad^,  and  the 
other  two  before  they  were  attacked.  The  Gloria-caftle  was 
garrifohed  by  400  men,  and  was  io  riegularly  fortified  that  i( 
inight  have  fuftained  a  long  fiegc.  Its  lower  battery  had  two 
l|>anion8,  and  a  curtain  which  mounted  22  guns,  bifides  a  line 
of  eight  guns  facing  the  mouth  of  the  harbour.  There  were 
alfo  frveral  other  batteries  both  in  the  Gloria  and  St.  Jeronimo. 
in  the  fame  direction,  which,  if  properly  ferved,  would  have 
rendered  the  entrance  into  the  harbour  exceedingly  dan^eroiis^ 
If  not  impradicable.  ^     •  ,         .♦ 

The  taking  of  Porto-Bello,  whilft  it  did  honour  to  the  Britifh 
navy,  rcilcdlcd  at  the  fame  time  no  inconfiderablc  degree  of  praife 
on  the  liuglilh  miniftry.  There  was  an  evident  propriety  in  pu- 
iiifhing  the  infolence  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  offending  partJ 
Vorto.Bcllo  was  an  afylum  for  the  guarda-coflfas,  two  of  which 
were  found  in  the  harbour,  and  carried  off  by  the  admiral.  But 
this  was  not  the  only  fervice  he  rendered  to  his  country  in  the 

y  The  sdmira)  rook  on  boart?,  from  the  feveral  harteriei,  4©  p'ecea  of  braft 
ci.iion,  10  brsfs  ficld-piecei,  four  b(Bi\  mortarf^  i8  J>rafs  pattercroei,  and  ipi- 
:  \l  8  J  pKcci  vf  iron  ordnance, 

'      "     '  '        dcftruGion 
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ileftni^tion  of  Porto»Bcllo.    His  fucccfs  enabled  him  to  extend  A.  D* 
hU  influence  to  Banama,  where  fome  of  the  favors  and  fervants  1 739* 
pt  tbe  8oiith*iea  company  were  confined.    He  wrote  to  the  pre- 
(dent  of  that  place  in  thp  language  of  a  conqueror,  and  the  fao- 
fon  and  fiarvants  were  immediately  fent  to  Porto-Belio. 

Captain  Rentone,  in  the  Triumph  Hoop,  arrived  in  Eng« 
land  on  the  iith  of  March,  1740,  with  the  news  of  this 
expeditions.  The  whole  nation  became  frantic  with  joy. 
CongratulatDry  addreiles  were  prefented  by  parliament,  by  the 
cities  of  London,  Briftol,  isfc*  The  commons  grantee^  every 
demand  of  the  crown.  They  voted  28,000  land  forces,  be- 
^des  6oop  marines ;  they  provided  for  a  powerful  navy,  and 
ieveral  men  of  war  were  added  to  thofe  akeady  in  commif- 
fion'. 

There  were  at  this  time  two  confiderable  fquadrons  of  Eng* 
liih  men  of  war  in  the  Mediterranean ;  one  at  Gibraltar,  com-« 
manded  by  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle,  confiding  of  twelve  fail,  and 
the  other  on  the  Minorca  ftation,  commanded  by  rear-admiral 
Haddock.  But  thefe  fleets  were  only  employed  in  cruizing  on 
(he  coaft  of  Spain  and  Italy,  without  s^py  attempt  to  attack  or 
annoy  the  enem^,  except  by  now  and  then  feizing  a  poor  de- 
fcncdefs  fly  that  happened  unfortunately  to  fall  into  their  web. 
The  reader  needs  not  be  informed  that  I  allude  to  the  capture  of 
unarmed  trading  veiiels  hy  ihips  of  war.  A  contemplative 
mind,  refieAing  on  thefe  maritime  depredations,  is  naturally  led 
to  inquire,  by  what  law  of  nature,  or  of  nations,  or  on  what 
principle  of  joftice,  princes  at  war  thus  feize  the  private  pro« 
pertf  of  each  others  fubie^,  iQ  ibips  trading  to  other  king- 

4  The  news  was  known  In  England  ^ore  his  arrival.  On  the  zith  Mr. 
B«fc«r,  maftcr  of  Lloyd's  cofl«e  hopfc,  waued  on  Sir  R.  Watpole  with  a  letter, 
^oauiniitg  ao  acoimot  of  \£eriiOD*s  fucceii.  Ic  was  brought  from  Jamaica  by  a 
ibip  •bkb  iatkd  from  thtane^  in  compaoy  with  capiaio  Reiicoae  j  and  vrivc4  ac 
Povcr  a  day  before  him. 


c  nz.  Colcbcfter,     of 

Qo  gdnt ,  and  600  mco, 

Captain  Garlington. 

Torbay,         — 

Parker, 

Cambridge,    — 

"Whorwood. 

Pr,  Frwkric,  — 

Clinton. 

Oxford,         — 

Lil.  Aug.  Fitzroy. 

ieven  fire-fliips. 

doms  ? 
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A.  D.  doms?  This  procedure  feems  more  estraordinarf  when  we 
1 739*  confider,  that  their  land-foroes  generally  obferve  a  different 
conduct.  A  general,  in  marching  through  an  enemy's  eountryy 
fo  far  from  robbing  and  imprifoning  every  peafant  he  oneets, 
gives  pofitive  orders,  that  the  perfon  and  property  of  indivklttak, 
not  in  arms,  (hall  not  be  moleiied.  He  makes  war  againft  the 
prince,  and  not  againft  the  people  individually.  An  admiral, 
en  the  contrary,  takes  every  trading  veiTcl  he  meets,  rois  the 
owners  of  their  property,  and  fends  the  crew  home  to  be  coo* 
fined  as  prifoners  of  war.  Here  then  is  a  Jieavy  punilhment 
inflicted  on  perfons  who  had  neither  intention  nor  power  to 
commit  any  offence,  or  in  any  wife  to  injnre  thofe  by  whom 
the  punifhmentis  inflicted.  I  do  not  obtrude  thelie  refleAions 
with  any  hope  of  influencing  the  conduA  of  the  rulers  of  the 
earth;  reafon,  juftice,  and  humanity  are  not  the  privy*coun- 
fellors  of  kings*  But  perhaps  the  reader  may  not  totally  difire* 
gard  thefe  counfeUors,  and  will  therefore  pardmi  this  (hort  in* 
terruption  of  the  thread  of  our  hiftory. 
1740.  ^^  ^^^  return  to  admiral  Vernon,  the  hero  of  this  period. 
I  have  related  above,  that  in  the  laft  month  of  the  year  1739, 
he  failed  with  his  fquadron  from  Porto-Bello  to  Jamaica.  He 
continued  at  Port-Royal,  in  that  ifland,  till  the  25th  of  FebrU'r 
ary  (1740)  following^  on  which,  day  he  fwlcd  for  Carthagena, 
which  he  bombarded  at  intervals  during  three  days,  with  no 
other  cffcQ.  than  that  of  terrifying  the  inhabitants,  and  injoring 
(bme  of  their  churches  and  convents  S  What  was  intende4 
by  this  bombardment  is  not  very  evident.  On  the  loth  of 
March  thjs  fquadron  weighed  anchor,  and  failed  in  line  of  bat« 
tie  weftward  along  the  coaft.  In  paffing  by  Boca  Chica,  they 
were  falutcd  with  a  few  (hot  from  three  fmall  forts  n^  the 
mouth  of  the  harbour ;  but  ,thcy  fell  (hort  of  the  ftiips.  The 
admiral,  having  ordered  the  Windfor  and  the  Greenwich  to 
cruize  off  Carchagena,  proceeded  with  the  reft  of  his  fleet  to 
Porto-Bello,  in  order  to  repair  the  damages  fuftained  by  the 
fmall  craft  in  the  late  bombardment.  This  bufmeis  being  com- 
pleated,  and  the  fleet  watered  in  about  eight  days,  he  failed  on 
^p  5i2d|  and  fteering  fouth-weft  along  Qiore,  entered  the  river 

f  London  Gsqcette,  Jqce  ast. 

^hegre^ 
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Chegtfy  which  is  but  a  few  leagues  diftant  frqm  Porto-BcUo.  A.  D* 
At  the  mouth  of  this  river  there  was  a  caftlci  or  fort,  called  1740^ 
St.  Lorenzo,  under  whofe  proteAion  the  gaarda-coftas  ufed  to 
ride  fecure.  The  onl^  two  of  thefe  Spani(h  pirates  (for  they 
were  little  better)  which  now  remained  on  this  coaft,  were  at 
(his  time  in  the  river.  The  adm>ral>  in  going  in^  had  the  mif- 
fortune  to  be  retarded  by  an  accident  which  happened  to  hi9 
fore-top^fail-yard.  He  was  on  board  the  Strafford.  This  ac- 
cident obliged  him  to  make  a  fignal  for  the  Norwich  to  fail  iti 
before  him,  with  the  bomb-ketcheS|  fire^ihips,  and  tenders. 
The  Norwich  was  then  commanded  hj  captain  Herbert,  and 
the  bomb-ketcbesy  dr.  were  conduftcd  by  captain  Knowks^ 
who  came  to  an  anchor  at  three  in  the  afternoon,  and  began  to 
bombard  the  fort  that  evening.  The  admiral's  ffaip  did  not 
come  to  an  anchor  till  ten  o'clock  at  night.  Far  be  it  from  me 
to  iniinuate  that  there  was  any  want  of  perfonal  courage  in  ad« 
mirzl  Vernon^  But  I  beg  leave  to  advife  all  future  admirals^ 
to  whom  fuch  an  accident  in  the  fore*top-fail-yard  may  hatppen^ 
immediately  to  boift  their  flag  on  board  the  leading  £hip.  This^ 
however,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  a  fervice  of  much 
danger.  The  caftle  mounted  only  eleven  brafs  camnon,  and  a^ 
many  pattcrer()e8.  Neverthelcfs  it  fuf^aincd  a  furious  bombard- 
ment, and  a  continued  cannonade  from  three  of  the  largeft 
fhips  in  the  fleet,  till  the  morning  of  the  24tb,  when  the  garri- 
ion  furrendered,  and  the  fort  was  immediately  pofleiied  by  the 
Britilh  troops  ^ 


'  ArHcks   tf  caftulatiM  hetwttn  Edward    Ternon,  Ef^;    viU'-^adnaral,  &c. 
and  Don  Juan  Carlos  Zavellos,  captain  of  foot,  flcc 

I.  That»  apon  his  Britannic  majcHy's  troopc  being  p^  in  polftffion  of  tbe 
fort  St.  tiorenlo,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  €hegre,  the  fiid  captain,  and  all  hh 
2«rrifon,  be  ai  fr«e  liberty  to  march  cut  without  any  molcftatioo,  mnd  may  retire 
ioto  the  village  of  Chrgre,  or  where  eJie  they  pleitfe. 

II.  That  the  inhabitffnts  of  Cbegrc  ittay  rero^in  fn  all  fftfety  ia  their  owi> 
hfjttfei,  under  a  promife  of  fecnvity  to  their  perfons  and  hoofca.  . 

III.  That  the  guarda-coQa  floops  be  delivered  up  in  the  condhibn  they  arc, 
and  the  cuftom-houfe. 

IV.  That  tbe  clergy  and  churdiM  in  Chcgre  tkiAl  be  proteAed  aud  prefer^eif 
h  all  ehtk  iminwiititf* 

E.    VERNOnI 

There 
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A.  D.  There  were  fottnd  in  the  cuftom-houfcy  on  the  oftpoCte  fid6 
*740-  of  the  river,  4»3o*  b^gs  of  PeroTian  bark,  and  other  mcr- 
chandizei  which  were  fbipped  on  board  the  fleet,  together  with 
the  brafs  ordnance  above- mentioned.  The  coftom-houfe  wad 
then  fet  on  fire,  the  two  guarda  coftai  deftroyed,  and  the  fort 
entirely  dcmolilhed )  after  which  the  admiral  returned  to  Porto« 
Bcllo,  where  he  arrived  on  the  firft  of  Aprril. 

Wbilft  Vernon  was  thus  employed  in  the  Weft  Indies,  our 
fleets  in  Europe  were  unemployed.  I  mean  to  fay,  that  they 
atchieved  nothing  againft  the  enemy  i  for  as  to  employment^ 
they  had  enough  of  failing  and  counters-failing,  and  of  fighting 
too,  with  adverfe  winds*  On  the  23d  of  July  a  fleet  of  at 
Ihips  of  the  line,  commanded  by  Sir  John  Norris,  with  two 
other  admirals^  viz.  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle,  and  Philip  Cavendifli, 
failed  from  St.  Helen's  with  a  fair  wind,  the  duke  of  Cumber* 
land  ferving  on  board  as  a  volunteer.  But  the  wind  fliifting^ 
they  were  obliged,  after  being  three  days  at  fea^  to  put  back  into 
Torbay.  On  the  4th  of  Auguft  they  failed  again,  with  the 
wind  at  north-eaft,  and  on  the  following  day  were  within  a 
few  leagues  of  the  Lizard  i  but  on  the  6th  it  blew  fo  violently 
from  the  weft,  that  they  were  obliged  once  more  to  return  to 
Torbay.  On  the  2ad  they  made  i  third  attempt  i  and  after  five 
days  obftinate  contention  with  tempeftuous  contrary  winds, 
were  a  third  time  obliged  to  return  to  the  fame  place.  What 
was  the  deftination  of  this  fleet  remains  a  matter  of  doubt. 
Probably  the  Spani(h  fquadron,  at  that  time  at  Ferrol^  was  the 
obje^  But,  be  the  dcfign  whatfoever  it  might,  it  Was  no%^  re- 
Jinquiflied,  and  the  admiral,  with  the  duke  of  Cumberland, 
returned  to  Londoil.  Thus  begaii,  and  thus  ended  the  haval 
hiftory  of  his  royal  highnefs,  who  probably  concluded,  from 
this  inautpicious  eflay,  that  he  had  thiftaken  his  element; 

In  this  year  the  celebrated  commodore  Anfon  began  his  toj- 
age  to  the  South-Seas.  He  failed  from  St.  Helen's  with  five 
tnen  of  war  on  the  1 8th  bf  September.  About  two  months 
after,  Sir  Chaloner  Dgle  failed  for  the  Weft  Indies  Ivith  twenty- 
one  Ihips  of  the  line,  and  a  confiderable  body  of  land  forces, 
commanded  by  lord  Cathcart.  This  formidable  fleet,  which 
tonfifled  of  a  hundred  and  Seventy  fail",^  had  fcarce  taken  its 

%  tt  SfDoilct*!  hlfl.  Tol.  til.  p.  %§n 

departure 
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departure  from  the  Land's-end»  before  it  was  fcattered  and  dif-  A.D. 
perfed  by  a  violent  tempeft.  The  admiral  nevcrthclcfs  purfued  ^  74^* 
bis  voyage,  and  caipe  to  an  anchor  in  the  neutral  ifland  of  Do- 
nunxca,  in  order  to  take  in  wood  and  water.  In  this  ifland  the 
expe<fition  fuftained  an  irreparable  lofs  in  tlie  death  of  lord 
Cathcart,  a  ^rave  and  experienced  ofiicer,  who  dii^d  of  a  dyfe&- 
tery.  The  oommand  of  the  iand*forces  now  devolved  upon 
general  Wentworth^  an  oficer  of  no  experience,  and  of  very 
s&odcrate  abilities.  The  adinirali  in  hh  \'oyage  from  Dominica 
to  Jamaica,  fai.ing  near  the  ifland  of  Uifpaoiola^  difcovered  four 
large  (hips  of  war.  He  made  fignal  for  an  equal  number  pf 
his  fqiudrsn  to  give  them  chace;.  The  chace  refufed  to  bring 
tOf  and  lord  Augu^ufi  Fitzroy,  wfio  commanded  the  Englifh 
detachment,  gave  one  of  them  a  broadfide,  and  an  engage- 
ment enfued,  wfajch  continued  during  part  of  the  night.  In  the 
morning  they  boiftcd  f  rench  colours,  and  con&quently  the  fir- 
ing ceafedf  tkere  being  at  this  time  no  declaration  of  war  be* 
tween  -the  two  nations.  The  commauders  apologized  tp  each 
other  for  the  miftakc^  and.jparted^  but  .with  iofsof  moo  on  both 
fides. 

Sir  Chah>ner  Ogle  arrived  ofF  Jamaica  on  the  9th  of  January  1741. 
1741^  where  he  joined  admiral  Yernon,  who  now  commanded 
a  fleet  of  thirty  Ihips  df  the  line,  with  a  coniideraUe  number 
of  frigates,  bomb-ketchea,  fire^lhips,  £5V'«  The  number  of 
Teamen  was  about  15,000,  and  that  of  the  land-forces  at  lead 
a  2,000,  including  four  battalions  raifed  in  America*  and  5oq 
jiegroes  from  Jamaica.  This  very  ibrniid^Ue  armament,  doubt-  , 
lefs  the  moft  tremendous  that  ever  appeared  in  thofe  ieas,  was 
certainly  equal  to  any  attempt  agamftxhc  Spanish  Settlements. 
Their  treafure  might  have  been  ifitercq)ted^  and  their  colonies 
eafily  seduced.  But  the  complete  humiliation  of  Spain  was  pre- 
vented by  the  concurrence  of  a  variety  of  circumftances.  The 
Britilh  miniftry,  for  reafons  beft  known  to  themfelyes,  detained 
the  Sect  a(  Spithead  much  too  long.  For  the  credit  of  hu- 
man nature,  I  am  wilting  to  believe,  that  the  prime  minifter 
was  not  fo  exceedingly  wicked  as  to  endeavour,  by  retarding^ 
the  fleet,  to  fruftrate  the  expedition :  and  yet,  to  the  difgracc; 

»  Vide  tppeodix,  N'^.  I. 
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A.  D.  of  human  nature,  I  fear  there  have  been  ini^ances  of  minifters 
174'^  fo  diabolical  as  to  be  influenced  by  very  ignoble  paiEonsj  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  intcreft  and  dignity  of  the  nation,  with  whofc 
Weal  they  were  intruded.  It  fccms  however  a  fafc  maxim  in  po- 
litics, hoc  .to  commit  the  management  of  a  war  to  a  minifter  who 
fliall  have  repeatedly  declared  his  difapprobation  of  the  mcafure. 
But  be  the  deilgns  of  tbe  miniAer  what  they  might,  it  is  fcarce 
poflible  to  fuppofe  that  the  admiral  was  not  hearty  in  the  caufe ; 
and  yet  it  was  near  the  end  of  January  before  he  failed  froia 
Jamaica,  though  he  certainly  was  not  ignorant  that  the  feafon 
Was  already  top  far  advanced,  in  a  climate  where  the  rains, 
which  begin  about  the  end  of  April,  render  it  impoiEble  for 
troops  to  keep  the  field.'  ^ 

I  mud  here  take  occaGon  to  obferve,  that  the  admiral's  orders 
were  difcretionary  :  he  might  therefore  have  made  his  attack  oi^ 
any  of  the  Spaniih  fettlements.     The  Uavannah,  which  was 
certainly  an  objedl  of  the  greateft  importance,  lay  to  leeward,  and 
might  cafily  have  been  reached  in  Icfs  than  three  days.  Nevcr- 
thelefs,  INI r.  Vernon  thought  fit  to  beat  againft  the  wind  to  Hi- 
ipaniola,  with  an  intention,  as  it  was  faid,  to  obferve  the  French 
fleet.     On  the  15th  of  February  he  leartit,  that  this  fleet  had 
failed  for  Europe,  having  previoufly  fent  an  advice-boat  to  Car* 
'    thagena,  to  inform  tlie  Spaniards  of  Vernon*^  being  in  thofe  feas. 
The  admiral  called  a' council  of  war,  and  it  was  determined  to 
land  on  the  continent  of  New  Spain.  Accordingly,  after  fpend« 
ing  fome  days  in  taking  in  wood  and  water  at  Hifpaniola,  the 
fleet  failed,  and,  on  the  4th  of  March,  came  to  an  anchor  in  ^ 
bay  called  Playa   Granda,  to  windward  of  Carthagena.     This 
iicet  confifted  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- four  fail,  the  fight  of 
\\'hich  muft  have  Aruck  fuch  terror  into  the  Spaniards,  that  no- 
thing but  want  of  refolution  and  difpatch  could  have  prevented 
its  fuccefs.     There  cannot  be  a  truer  maxim  in  the  art  of  war, 
than,  That  hefitation  in  the  afTaiiant  infpires  the  defendant  with 
courage,  which  augments  progreflively  in  proportion  to  the  de- 
lay.    But  the  commanders  of  this  fleet  and  army,  as  if  deter- 
mined to  give  the  enemy  time  to  recover  from  tlicir  furprizc, 
remained-  inactive  in  the  bay  till  the  ptb.     On  that  day  the  firft 
divifion  of  the  fleet,  commanded" Jby  SirChaloncr  Ogle,  follow. 
cU  by  admiral  Vernon  with  all  the  tranrports,  moved  forward 
'  towardc 


OFEiSG&EOtlGEtl.  ip 

tf>wards  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  called  Boca  Chica',  whicliA.  D. 
was  defended  ty  feveral  formidable  batteries.  The  third  divi-  i74'» 
(ion,  commanded  by  Mr.  Leftock^  remained  at  anchor.  The 
Norfolk^  the  Ruflcl,  and  the  Shrewfbury  anchored  very  neaif 
two  foirts  called  St.  Jago  arid  St.  Philip^  which  being-filenced  in 
lefs  than  an  hoar,  were  iioimediately  pottcUdd  by  a  detachment 
of  Britifli  grenadiers. 

On  the  loih,  the  two  regiments  of  HarriFon  and  Went* 
worth,  with  fix  regiments  of  marines,  landed  on  the  ifland  of 
Txerra  Bomba,  where,  having  pitched  their  tents,  they  began  to 
tTcGt  a  bittery  againft  the  caftle  of  Boca  Chica.  Five  dayd 
more  were  employed  in  landing  the  artillery  and  nccefiary  ftores. 
But  gerteral  Wcntworth's  waht  of  knowledge  in  the  art  of  war, 
foon  difcovercd  itfelf  in  the  choice  of  his  ground  \  for  the  tents 
were  no  fooner  pitched^  than  the  foldiers  found  themfelves  ex- 
pofed  to  the  fire  of  a  fafciiie  battery  from  the  oppofite  fide  of 
the  harbour,  on  the  iiland  of  Varu.  To  remedy  this  evil,  the 
admiral  iittmediately  detached  a  confideraUe  number  of  failors 
Yinder  the  command  of  captain  Bofcawen,  who  landed  about  a 
taile  to  leeward  of  the  battery,  which  mounted  fifteen  twenty- 
four  pounders,  under  a  raifed  battery  of  five  guns.  Thcfe  in^ 
trcpid  fons  of  Neptune  fobn  gained  poffeffion  of  both  batteries^ 
iand^  having  fpiked  the  cannon,  returned  to  their  (hips. 

On  thfe  a^d,  general  Wentworth  opened  a  battery  of  twenty 
twenty-four  pounders  againd  the  caftle  of  Boca  Chica,  and  the 
next  day  commodore  Leftock  with  five  (hips  was  ordered  to  at- 
tack it  by  fea.  He  renewed  his  attack  on  the  24th,  and  on  thai: 
day  fell  lord  Aubrey  Beaijclerc,  captain  of  the  Prince  Frederic, 
a  very  bravie  and  experienced  officer.  Meanwhile  the  Spaniards 
had  renioiinted  their  fafcine  battery,  vhich  was  a  fecond  um6 
dcfti-oyed  by  a  detachment  of  failors.  A  fmall  breach  being 
now  made  on  the  land-fide  of  Boca  Chica  caftle,  the  general 
^c^uaihied  the  admiral  with  his  refolution  to  ftorm  it,  whb,  irl 
order  t6  divert  the  attention  of  the  enemy,  manned  his  boats 
under  the  command  of  captain  Knowles.  The  failors  landed 
near  the  caftle,  and  there  waited  for  the  general  aflauft.  The 
gfcnadicrsi  on  the  other  fide,  marched  up  in  good  order;  but 
they  no  fooner  began  to  mount  the  breach,  than  the  garrifon 
fled  without  firing  a  finglc  mufkct.     The  garrifon  of  another 

C  2  fort. 
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A«  D:  (ottf  called  St.  Jofeph»  feltowed  their  eumpk^  and  our  (alibis 
1741*  took  immediate  poiTcfiion  of  it.  Emboldened  by  tbis  fuccc&y 
and  perceiYing  the  enemy  preparing  to  fink  their  (hips»  tbey 
boHirded  the  Spanish  admiral^  (htp»  tke  GaUcia,  on  board  c^ 
which  they  found  the  captain  and  fijity  men.  There  woie  ia 
the  harbour,  when  the  attack  of  fioca  Ghicahegan».  fix  Spanifiir 
men  of  war,  two  of  which  were  now  funk^-  and  one  borilt  bf 
the  Spaniardi  themfelves.  The  firilors  then  proceeded  to  cut 
the  boom,  and  thus  opened  ar  free  pafiage  for  our  (hips  into  Am' 
lake.  N«xt  morning. tne  fleet  entered  without  moleftatton^  bui 
the  wind  blowine  freih  and  contrary,  it  was  feveral  days  before 
they  reached  the  narrow  eotranoe  iniO'  the  barbour  near  the 
towrt.  This  entrance  was  defended  by  »  confiderable  fortreisr 
called  €a(lilIo  Grande,,  mounting  fifty^nine  guns^  which  tbe 
enemy  abandoned  as  Ibott'  as  the  ikip»  approached.. 

Thus  &r  aU  went  wel].  The  caftl^  forts,  and  baitcrie% 
which  commanded  the  lake,  were  now  in  pofleffion  of  tbe  £ng-» 
K(h.  Theentraace  into  this  lake  was  doubtlefs  an  enterpriae  of  no 
finall  danger  and  difficukyy'the  channel beaog  commanded  by  tww^ 
hundred  cannon,  thofe  from  ^e  enemy's  flUps  included.*  So  far 
the  admiral  fcem?  to  have  done  every  tbingneceflfary  on  his  paK» 
by  removing  all  obftacles  in  tbe  way  to  conqueft ;  and  -he  was- 
ib  confident  of  rucceeding,.that,.on  the^rfi  ff  jtfrU^  he  fent 
an  expreis  to  the  duke  of  Ncwcaftle^  with  an  account  of  h\9 
progrefs  j.  on  the  receipt  of  which  his  grace,'  with  the  veft  of 
the  people  of  England,  became  frandc  with  joy  and  exultation* 
But  with  pain  I  proceed  to  record,  that  here  our  fucceA  ended*. 
The  next  exprefs  brought  a  tele  as  humble  as  the  former  was^ 
triumphant.  On  this  lucklers  Jirfi  cf  Aprii^'y  the  Tailors  bavtngt 
opened  a  channel  through  the  funken  wrecks  of  the  enemy,  the 
bomb-ketches,  covered  by  two-  frigates,  entered  the  harbour^ 
and  were,  on  the  fucceeding  day,  followed  by  three  fire-ihipsy« 
which  were  fo  pofted  as  to  cover  the  intended  landing  of  the 
liroops.  The  Weymouth,  captain'Koowles,.  got  into  the  harv 
.  hour  on  the  third,  and  on  the  fifth,  early  in  the  morning,  the* 
troops  began. to  land  at  a  place  called  la  Quinta,  from  whence 
general  Wcntworth,  at  the  head  of  1 5oO'men>:pu&ied  forward^ 
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fhrmgh  a  Bairow  defilcy  to  sm  open  ground  about  a'ltule  from  A.  D* 
fort  St.  Lazar^  which  fort  entirely  commanded  the  town  of  1 74 ^r 
Carthagena.    He  met  with  fome  interruption  in  his  march  from   . 
a  body  of  fix  or  fevod  hundred  Spsmiards,  and  loA  a  few  of  his 
men  $  bnt  the  enemy  foon  retired,  and>  in  the  evening  of  the 
tjxhf  the  remainder  of  the  Englifh  army  were  difembarked^ 
aad»  baTing  joined  their  general,  the  whole  encamped  on  the 
plain  aboYe^nentioned* 

Fort  St.  Ijazar,  the  only  remaining  fortreis,  was  wcH  forti-' 
fied,  and  defieaded  by  a  numerflVis  garrifon.  The  general  wat 
of  opinion,  that  any  attempt  to  take  it  without  regular  apif 
proachc^  would  be  attended  with  much  danger  and  difficulty^  . 
The  admiral,  on. the  contrary,  was  p^tive  that  it  was  praQi'> 
cabk  by  efcalade.  From  this  time  the  demon  of  difcord  pre^ 
fided  in  their  councils,  and  they  began  to  entertain  a  fovereign 
contempt  for  each  other's  opinionSr  The  general  upbraided  the 
admiral  for  not  cannonading  the  town,  and  the  latter  reproach^ 
cd  the  former  for  not  ftorming  the  fort.  It  was  at  length  re- 
folved  in  a  council  of  war  to  attack  St.  Lassar  by  ftorm,  the 
feafon  being  now  too  far  advanced  to  allow  time  for  erediing  a 
battery  of  cannon  in  order  to  open  a  breach.  In  confequence 
of  this  refolution,  on  the  9th,  before  break  of  day,  brigadier* 
general  Guife,  with  1200  men,  marched  to  the  attack.  Un- 
fortunately his  guides  were  flain  before  he  reached  the  iHralls. 
His  fcaliag-ladders,  being  applied  at  random,  proved  too  fhort^ 
The  officers  were  difconcerted  for  want  of  orders.  A  general 
confuiion  enfued,  and  the  troops  were  obliged  to  retire  with 
the  lofs  of  600  men  killed  or  wounded.  Bjr  this  lime  the  rains 
began  to  fall  very  heavily,  and  difcafe  became  fo  Univerfal  in  thef 
eamp,  that  it  was  determined  in  a  council  of  war  to  relinquiih 
every  idea  of  a  farther  attempt.  The  remnant  of  the  army  re* 
tired  to  their  (hips,  and  were  re-embafked  on  the  »6th.  The 
'dmiral,  in  order  to  clear  himfelf  from  any  imputation  of 
aegle£k,  and  to  demonftrate  the  rmprainficability  of  taking  the 
place  with  (hips  after  the  fuccefslefs  attack  on  St.  Lazar,  having 
previouCiy  converted  the  Spaniiji  admiral's  (hip,  Galicia^  into  a 
floating  battery,  warped  her  into  the  harbour  as  near  to  the  town 
as  po(&ble.  In  this  (lation  (he  fired  upon  the  town  for  fome  hours  ; 
boi  it  appearing  that  Ihe  was  at  too  great  a  diftancc  to  injure  the 
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A.  T).  walls,  flic  was  fuffcred  to  drive,  and  foon  (truck  upon  the  fand; 
1 741.  This  experiment,  how  plauGblc  foever  it  migh^  fceni,  was  by  no 
means  allowed  to  be  fat  is  factory.  An  hiftorian  <>,  who  was  pe^ 
fent,  aflSrms,  that  in  another  part  of  the  harbour  there  was 
fpace  and  water  fufficient  for  four  or  live  men  of  war  to  lie  with- 
in piftol-fliot  of  the  walls  of  Carthagena.  If  this  be  true,  the 
admiral  was  certainly  inexcufable  for  not  bringing  bis  Ihips  to 
bear  upon  the  town  during  the  attack  upon  St.  Lazar. 

The  (battered  remnant  of  this  ilUfated  army  having  returned 
to  their  (hips,  difeafes,  peculiar  to  the  climati;,  raged  with  in- 
conceivable malignity,  and  many  brave  men  ^ho  had  efcap^ 
the  enemy  died  in  their  hammocks.  The  jarring  chieftains  were 
unanimous  as  to  the  expediency  of  retiring  from  this  fccnc  of 
deftru£lion  and  difgrace.  A  few  days  were  fpent  in  deftroying 
the  forts  already  taken,  and  then  the  fleet  failed  for  Jamaica. 

As  the  rational  defign  of  hiftorical  writings  is  not  merely  to 
gratify  the  reader's  curio(ity,  but  rather  to  exhibit  examples  of 
vice  and  folly,  virtue  and  fagacity,  for  his  occafional  abhorrence 
or  imitation,  I  (hall  endeavour  to  point  out  the  caufcs  of  the 
mifcarriage  of  this  important  expedition.  Some  future  com* 
mander  of  an  attack  upon  Carthagena  may  poilibly  deem  this 
invcftigatibn  worthy  of  his  attention. 

The  old  adage,  that,  A  bad  beginning  commonly  produces  i, 
bad  ending,  is  more  frequently  verified  in  the  cataRrophe  of 
naval  expeditions,  than  in  any  other  fpecies  of  human  tranfac-^ 
tions.  It  is  always  in  the  power  of  a  malignant  prime  miniftcr 
to  fruftratc  the  beft-conccrted  attempt,  if  he  be  influenced  by  paf^ 
fions  or  policy  to  wifli  that  it  may  not  fucceed  5  and  I  fear  ther^ 
have  been  very  few  prime  miniftcfs  fo  uniritcreftedly  difpaflio^ 
tiate,  as  fmcercly  to  wifh  the  fuccefs  of  meafures  adopted  in  op-^ 
pofltion  to  their  advice.  Sir  Robert  Walpolc's  confent  to  a  war 
with  Spain,  was  evidently  an  involuntary  compliance  with  the 
^  clamour  of  oppofition,  and  of  tlie  nation  in  general.    The  fleet 

was  not  only  unneccfTarily  retarded  at  Spithe^d,  but  the  troops 
which  were  put  on  board,  were  r:iw  and  undifciplined.  The 
fleet  ought  certainly  to  have  failed  at  leaft  a  month  earlier;  for 
though  there  might  be  barely  time  to  execute  the  plan  propofcd; 

^  SnttolIct*s  l.O.s  vol,  vii.  p.  28?. 
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naval  expeditions  are,  inthcir  nature,  liable  to  fo  many  caufes  A.  D. 
of  delay,  that  they  will  not  admit  of  nice  calculacion  in  point  1741* 
of  time.     But  if  this  minifterial  delay  was  inexcufable,  what 
ihall  we  fay  of  the  dilatory  proceedings  of  the  admiral,  who  was 
certainly  better  acquainted  with  the  climate  ? 

From  the  above  account  of  this  unfuccefsful  expedition  we 
learn,  that  our  fleet  and  army  were  no  fooner  in  pofTeiTion  of 
all  the  forts  which  defended  the  lake,  than  the  admiral  and  ge- 
neral began  to  quarrel)  their  animoiity  daily  increafed,  and 
their  mutual  contempt  became  at  laft  fo  excefiive,  that  the  gIo~ 
riotts  caufe  in  which  they  were  engaged  feemed  lefs  the  obje£): 
of  their  attention,  than  the  means  of  efFe£ling  each  other's  dif- 
grace.  But  the  mifchief  did  not  end  with  the  commanders  : 
each  had  his  feparate  cabal,  and  the  fpirit  of  difcord  was  diffu*- 
fed  through  the  whole  fleet  aivi  army.  This  fatal,  childifti 
milundcrftanding  is  an  evident  proof  that  both  the  admiral  and 
general,  to  fay  no  worfe  of  them,  were  weak  men.  If  either 
of  them  had  poflefled  the  foul  of  a  great  commander,  he  would  v 
not  have  fuffered  the  folly  of  the  other  to  ruin  an  enterprize  of 
iuch  importance.  Fools,  it  is  true,  are  fometimes  obilinate ; 
but  it  is  feldom  difficult  for  difpaifionate  wifdom  to  flatter  them 
into  compliance }  and  certainly,  on  fuch  an  occafion,  foaiewhac 
of  pun^lilio  (hould  have  been  facrtSced  to  patriotifm. 

The  attack  upon  St.  Lazar  Was  certainly  abfurd,  and  the  hope 
of  fucc^fding  was  doubtlefs  founded  folely  on  the  facility  with 
which  the  other  forts  had  been  poflefled-  This  was  a  falfe  con- 
clufion ;  for  that  facility  bad  rendered  this  fortrcfs  more  formic 
duUe  by  an  ^accumulation  of  troops.  But  in  order  to  give  tha 
leaft  degree  of  probability  to  the  fuccefs  of  this  attack,  the  ad« 
mirai  ought  at  the  fame  time  to  have  cannonaded  and  bombard* 
ed  the  town  with  all  the  power  of  his  fleet.  He  might  certain- 
ly have  brought  more  Ihips  into  the  harbour,  and  they  might  ^ 
with  fafety  hs^ve  brought  iip  much  nearer  to  the  walls.  When 
the  French  took  Carthagena  in  1697,  the  firing  from  the  fliipa 
contributed  eflentially  to  their  fuccefs ;  but  they  landed  a  con- 
fiderable  train  of  artillery,  with  which  they  made  a  breach  in  the 
walls  of  the  town,  and  then  bravely  fought  their  way  into  it. 
I  alfo  beg*  Leave  to  remind  the  reader,  that,  in  the  year  1 740, 
admiral  Vernon  bombarded  the  town  of  Cr,p-th3gcna  from  the 
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A*  D.  Tea.  As  therefore  he  had  now  fo  many  jfhips  more  than  ha 
>74i«  wantedi  why  did  he  not  leave  fome  of  them  on  the  coaft,  with 
orders  to  co-operate  with  the  fleet  in  the  harbour  and  the  army, 
in  the  moment  of  a  general  attack  ?  Upon  the  whole,  Went* 
worth  appears  to  have  dene  all  in  his  power,  and  his  troops  do 
not  feem  in  any  wife  to  have  difgraced  their  country ;  but,  a!as  ( 
the  rcfolutions  by  which  they  had  the  misfortune  to  be  dire£led, 
were  the  reTult  of  jarring  deliberations  among  the  incongruous 
inhabitants  of  different  elements.  The  general  might  be  cul- 
pable in  not  treating  the  admiral  with  that  degree  of  refpefk 
which  his  late  vidory  gave  him  fome  reafon  to  cxpcCk  i  but  the 
latter  was  certainly  inescufable  in  not  afllfting  the  former  in  the 
reduAion  of  the  town.  This  condudi  in  the  admiral  will  ap* 
pear  exceedingly  repreheniible,  if,  upon  a  careful  furvey  of  the 
forts  and  harbour,  it  fhould  appear,  that,  after  the  redudiion 
of  the  feveral  fortreiTes  commanding  the  lake,  the  town  might 
be  reduced  by  a  fleet,  without  the  aflidance  of  a  land  army  ;  and 
the  truth  of  this  fuppoiition  feems  fo  extremely  probable,  that 
I  verily  believe  Vernon  would  have  taken  it,  if  the  troops  had 
never  been  landed,  or  if  he  had  bad  no  troops  to  afEft  him  in 
the  attempt.  It  is  very  evident,  that  the  town  of  Carthagena 
may  be  eafily  bombarded  both  from  the  fea  and  from  the  harbour  ^ 
and  it  is  equally  certain,  that  no  town  in  which  there  are  any 
number  of  opulent  inhabitants,  will  fuftain  that  fpccies  of  de- 
ilruAive  infnit  for  any  length  of  time;  they  wHl  rife  upon  the 
garrifon,  and  oblige  them  to  capitulate. 

Be  this  as  h  may,  though  the  Engliih  failors  and  foldiers  were 
difappointed  of  their  expelled  fpoils  of  the  enemy,  they  retired 
with  the  fatisfajlion  of  having  done  the  Spaniards  great  injury 
in  the  deftruAion  of  many  confiderable  fortifications,  in  fpiking 
a  number  of  cannon,  and  in  annihilating  fix  men  of  war  and 
fix  galleons,  befides  many  other  vefiels* 

Let  us  now  fellow  the  Engliih  fleet  to  Jamaica,  where  it  ar- 
rived on  the  19th  of  May.  The  climate  of  this  ifland  did  not 
contribute  much  towards  the  recovery  of  the 'fick,  many  of 
whom  died  after  their  arrival ;  among  the  reft  lord  Auguftut 
Fitzroy,  captain  of  the  Orford.  Vernon,  on  his  arrival  at  Ja* 
maica^,  havipg  received  orders  from  England  to  retain  in  the 

<■  Loridon  Gsttfe,  Ja^    25,  1-41,* 

Weft 
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Weft  Indies  no  more  (hips  than  were  ncceflary,  fcnt  home  fcvf-  A.  D. 
ral  men  of  war  under  the  command  of  commodore  Leftockf.  i74** 
The  remainder  of  bis  fleet  were  deemed  quite  rufficient ;  there 
being,  at  this  time,  but  one  Spaiiifh  fquadron  at  the  Havannah^ 
and  a  fmill  French  Aeet  at  Hifpaniola.  It  is  very  certain  that 
the  admiral  was  fo  exceiedingly  difiatisBed  with  his  colleague 
Wentworth,  that  he  ardently  wifhed  to  retiirn  to  England  ;  but 
the  king  had  conceived  (b  high  an  opinion  of  his  abilities,  and 
the  letters  which  the  admiral  received  from  the  duke  of  New- 
caiUe  were  fo  extremely  flattering,  that  he  determined  to  con- 
tinue in  his  ftation.  On  the  26th  of  May,  he  called  a  general 
council  of  war,  the  members  of  which  were  himfelf,  Sir  Cha- 
loner  Ogle,  general  Wentworth,  general  Guifc,  and  governor 
Trelawny,  The  four  firft  of  thefc  gentlemen  were  unanimous 
in  opinion,  that  St.  Jago  on  the  iflaud  of  Cuba  was  the  proper 
bbjeft  of  attack*  Governor  Trelawny,  on  the  contrary,  thought 
Cuba  of  little  importance,  and  ftrenuoufly  advifed  an  expedition 
againft  PanAma  on  the  ifthmus  of  Darien.  The  governor,  how-* 
ever,  acquiefced,  and  raifed  a  corps  of  a  thoufand  negroes; 
which  were  put  on  board  the  fleet  with  all  poflible  expedition. 
This  armament,  which  failed  from  Jamaica  on  the  firft  of 
July",  confifted  of.  eight  (hips  of  the  line,  one  of  50  gunsj 
12  frigates^  £5V.*  ind  about  40  tranfpons,  on  board  of  which; 

f  Thcfe  were,  the  Carolini,  Rntlll,  Norfolk,  ishrewlbnry,  Amelia,  Torbay^ 
Chichefter,  Hampton- Cob rt,  Borford,  \V'mdfor,  and  Falmouth;  bcfides  'five 
frigates^ 

S  Loadon  drjzettc,  OA.  ty, 

ii  Tn.  Vicb-Admiral  VERNON. 

FrigaUs. 

iShoreham,  Chcftcr,        Captain  Long  50  guns, 

Aldcracy,  braflon,  Rycant  7»  ' 

Scromboloj  B«yne,      (Admiral)  Watfon  80 

Phiieton,  WorccHer,  CIcland         60 

Bonecta,  1'ilbury,  Ueot  Co 

Prmccfi  R'lyal, 

Poimpcy, 

TritoD. 

Rear-Aomiral   Sir   CHALONER   OGLE. 

£xperimeor,  Kent,  Mitchel        73 

Sheemcfs,  Cumberland,  (Adm.)  N")rri$  8d 

Veforias,  '^M^^  Ifrrbcrt        60 

ScarboTonch.  Mofita^ic,  Chambtri     60 

Vql.  IV,  D  inciuJing 
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A.  P«  ipcladiog  blacks,  were  3400  land  forces,  Th«  fleet  came  to  » 
4 741 'anchor^  on  the  i8th,  ip  WaltbcRbam  harbour*  on  ibe  foutb 
&dt  of  the  ifle  of  Cuba.  The  admiral,  fylly  detcrminiiig  xo 
^nnex  for  erer  this  fine  ifland  to  the  domioions  of  hb Britannic 
majeily,  began  by  changing  the  nan>ff  of  M^aJtkntam  into  that 
«f  Cumbtrl&nd  harboor,  in  compiiment  to  his  royal  highncft 
the  duke.  With  fubmiiBon  to  comiBandcpa  oi  ftee,ia,  invading 
an  enemy^s  country,  I  (bould  think  it  moft  advtfabte  to  avoid 
this  parade  of  giving  names  to  places  which  were  named  bef<M^, 
unlefs  they  are  perfeAly  ceitain  of  being  abk  to  maintain  their 
conqueft ;  becaufe  the  ipurions  appellatioo,  after  their  departure, 
will  be  rccoileded  on^  as  a  memorandum  of  their  difgrace* 
This  harbour,  howfberer  called,  was  a  veryLcapacious  and  fe- 
cure  afylum  againA  the  hurricanes  fo  frequent  m  the  Weft  Indies 
at  this  feafon  of  the  year :  it  was  tho^oro  adefitaUe  poficfBon, 
particularly  as  it  was  acquired  withont  moleftation.  The  ifland 
«f  Cuba  b  not  only  the  largeft  of  the  Antiifes,  but  it  is  alfb 
fstid  to  be  the  moft  fruitfid  and  healthy  of  atty  in  the  Weft 
Indies. 

There  were,  at  this  time,^  tweWe  Spanidi  (hips  of  the  line  at 
the  Havannah,  a  popubus  city  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  ilhnd,r 
where  the  go^rnor  refides,  and  where  there  were  flxY>ng  forti- 
fications and  a  numerous  garrifon*  For  thefe  reafons,  though 
the  conqueft  of  the  whole  ifland  was  ultimately  mtended,  it  was 
thought  advifable  to  begin  with  St.  Jago,  a.Ieis  confiderabie 
city  on  the  eaftern  coaft.  Walthenham  harbour  lies  about  elevci^ 
leagues  feuth-weft  from  St.  Jago,  and  diftant  by  hnd  about  fixty 
miles,  on  which  fide  the  city  is  almoft  entirely  defenccleft.  Its 
fortifieatrons  to  the  fea  were  not  formidable,  but  the  entrance 
into  the  harbour  is  fo  e:]ttremely  narrow,  and  the  navigation  fty 
dangerous,  that  nature  has  fufHciently  fecured  it  from  a  naval 
attacks  On  thefe  confiderations  it  was  refblvcc!,.'  in  a  general' 
council  of  war,  held  on  board  the  admiral,  on  the  20th  of  JuFy, 
to  land  the  troops  immediately,  and  take  the  city  of  St.  Jaga 
by  furprize. 

The  troops  were  accordingly  difembarkcd,  and  meeting  with 
no  oppofition,  marched  fonie  miles  up  the  country,  and  encamp- 
ed on  the  banks  of  a  navigable  river.  From  this  encampment 
general  Wcntwopth   detached   fcveral   reconnoitring  parties^ 

which 
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which  £dling  in  with  fmall  bodies  of  the  enemy,  repulfed  them  A.  D. 
with  rery  little  iab  on  ehher  fide.  One  of  thefe  reconnoitring  174^* 
paKieS)  confifttngof  150  Americans  and  negroes^  cpmmanded 
by  major  Danftery  penetrated  as  far  as  tlie  village  of  Elleguava^ 
where  he  eontinued  (boae  time ;  but  not  being  fupported  by  the 
main  zrmj^  he  retnmed  to  the  camp.  Meanwhile  admiral 
Vernon  dHpatched  part  of  his  deet  to*  Mock  up  the  port  of  Sc« 
Jago,  and  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  Spanifb  admiral  at  the 
iiaTanaahy  expefting  with  the  utmoft  impatience  the  progrefs  of 
the  army.  But,  on  the  5th  of  OAober,  he  had  the  mortiiicai*^ 
tion  to  receiTe  a  letter  fjrara  general  Wentworth,  expreding  hift 
doubts  of  being  able  either  to  advance  farther,  or  even  to  fnb* 
lift  his  army  much  longer  in  the  part  which  they  then  poffaffsdL 
On  the  9th  the  general  called  a  conncil  of  war,  the  members  of 
which  were  unanimoofly  of  opiiiMn^  that  it  was  impoffible  td 
march  fariher  into  the  oountryt  without  expofing  the  troops  to 
certain  ruin.  The  army  neverthelefs  continued  in  its  encamp* 
ment  till  the  7tb  of  November,  when  another  council  of  war^ 
confifting  of  the  land^oficers  only,  refolved,  that  the  troops 
ought  to  be  re-embarked  with  all  poiHble  expedition ,  and  they 
were  accordingly  put  on  board  their  tranfpprts  on  the  aoth| 
witliont  the  leaft  molef^ation  from  the  enemy. 

Thus  ended  the  conqueji  of  the  ifle  of  Cuba,  the  inhabitant^ 
of  which  were,  from  the  incomprehtnfible  condii£b  of  the  Bri» 
ti(h  troops,  at  laft  perfuadcd  that  they  landed  without  any  hof* 
tile  intentions.  The  good  people  of  England  grew  extremely 
dtfattsfied,  impatient  of  news,  and  as  much  aftonifhed  at  the 
caotiotis  inactivity  of  general  Wentworth,  ^  they  are  at  this 
moment  (O^ober  the  5th,  1777  *)  at  the  manoguvres  of  thcic 
general  who  is  to  conquer  America*  But  the  people  of  Eng* 
land,  who  reafon  only  from  appearance,  and  are  guided  folely 
by  common  fenfe,  are  very  incompetent  judges  of  the  anions  of 
great  generals  and  great  minifters.  A  general,  though  abfolute 
at  the  head  of  his  army,  is  a  mere  infiroment  in  the  hands  oi 
the  prime  minifter,  and  muft  fight  or  not  fight  according  to  his 
private  inftru£lions.  Some  of  the  politicians,  of  the  period  of 
which  I  am  now  writing,  were  of  opinion,  that  pur  making 

*  General  Howe  failed  from  New  York  on  a  fecret  expedicion  in  Anguft,  and 
00  accoants  of  hioi  had  amved  in  England  ac  this  period. 

J>  %  conquers 
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A«  D.  conquers  in  the  Weft  Indies  was  diCigreeable  to  France,  and 
^  74I-  that  a  French  war  was  to  be  aVotiled  at  all  events :  others  did 
not  fcruple  to  infinuatCi  that  the  jninifter  did  all  in  his  power  to 
fruftrate  every  attempt  in  the  profecution  of  a  war  into  which 
he  had  been  forced  by  the  oppofition  ^  and  a  third  cla(s  of  peo- 
ple attributed  this  niifcarriage  entirely  to  the  general's  want  of 
ikill  and  refolution.  Whatfoever  might  be  the  real  caufe  of  this 
very  extraordinary  fupinenefs  in  the  Qritifh  troops,  there  are 
very  few  incidents  in  hiftory  which  afford  more  apparent  foun- 
dation for  cenfure.  $t*  Jago^  which  was  not  above  ^iir  days 
inarch,  for  light  troops,  from  Cumberland  harbour,  was  in  a 
great  meafure  defencelefs  on  the  land  fide,  and  therefore  might 
have  been  eafily  furprized.  There  was  no  army  in  the  country 
to  oppofe  an  enemy,  therefore  why  it  was  not  immediately  at- 
tempted is  very  difficult  to  conceive ;  unlefs  we  fuppofe  that  the 
officers  had  no  inclination  to  make  conquefts  in  fo  fatal  a  cli- 
mate, where,  if  they  had  fucceeded,  they  would  have  been  left 
in  garrifon.  As  to  their  refolution  of  returning  to  their  fliips, 
after  remaining  four  months  on  the  iiland,  it  was  certainly  pro- 
per ;  for  by  this  time  their  number  was  fo  exceedingly  decreafed 
by  thedifcafes  of  the  climate,  that  probably,  in  another  month, 
there  would  fcarce  have  been  a  man  left  to  bring  hcnne  the  tale 
of  their  difailers. 

When  we  confider  the  number  of  men  fiicrificed  to  the  cli- 
mate in  this,  and  in  the  preceding  attempt  againft  Carthagena, 
one  cannot  help  wifhing,  if  humanity  be  admlHible  in  politics, 
that  future  miniflers  would  not  wantonly  tranfport  fo  many 
thoufands  of  Europeans  to  a  climate  where  it  is  alnioft  impoi&- 
ble  for  them  to  cxift,  Poffibly  the  political  fyftem  of  Great 
Lritiin  may  fometimes  require  fuch  facrifices;  but  one  would 
liopcr,  that  nothing  but  the  moft  inevitable  nccelfity  would  au- 
thorize fuch  deftru£tion  of  the  human  fpecics. 

Before  we  quit  this  expedition,  we  cannot  avoid  inquiring  into 
the  defign  of  it.  That  general  Wentworth  did  not  a£t  his  part 
i:i  tl?e  reduction  of  St.  Jago  is  pretty  evident.  But  fuppofe  that 
town  had  been  taken,  what  then  ?.  Would  the  ifland  have  fallcii 
in  confcquence  ?  By  no  means.  The  Havannah  was  firongly  for- 
t  ilkil,  well  garrifoncd,  and  defended  by  twelve  fliips  of  the  line  : 
•b  that  any  iwl^-a  of  rcJucinj  the  whole  ifland  fecms  to  be  cniirc- 
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ly  out  of  the  queftion.  What  poflible  advantage  could  therefore  A.  I), 
refult  from  taking  St.  Jago  ?  It  may  be  ani'wered.  That  a  rein-  a74<* 
forcement  of  2000  marines  was  expefied  from  England.  This 
fupply,  however,  was  a  precarious  ei^pedation.  They  did  not 
arrive  at  Jamaica  till  the  i5th  of  January  :  and  had  they  even 
arrived  twp  months  fooner,  the  army  would  ftill  have  been  in- 
adequate tq  the  redujiion  of  the  Havannah,  and  confequentiy 
infufficient  to  conquer  the  ifland,  or  even  to  maintain  their 
ground  for  any  length  of  time^  and  yet  the  heroes  of  this  ex- 
pedition were  fo  confident  of  fuccefg,  that  they  not  only  entered 
upon  it  by  giving  &igii(h  names  to  the  enemy's  harbours  and 
rivers,  but  they  adually  invited,  new  fcttlcrs  from  North  Ame* 
rica,  and  promifcd  them  grants  of  land  >. 

From  thefe  confiderations  it  follows,  that,  though  general 
Wentworth  may  be  juftly  cenfurcd  for  performing  nothing,  yec 
%11  he  could  poffibly  have  done  would  have  anfwered  no  ration- 
al purpofe  \  and  the  expedition  was  no  lefs  in^udicioufly  planned 
than  pufillanimoufly  executed. 

The  troops  were  re-embarked  on  the  20th  of  November,  and 
on  the  25th  it  was  refolved  in  a  general  council  of  war,  that 
the  g^.i|cral,  with  the  troops  under  his  command,  fhouki  return 
to  Jamaica,  and  that  the  fleet  (hould  continue  to  cruize  off  Hii- 
paniola  in  fearch  of  the  expe^ed  reinforcement  from  Englanil. 
The  tranfports  failed  on  the  28th,  and  the  admiral  on  the  6ch 
pf  December^  lyith  the  remaining  fquadron,  confifiiing  of  eight 
fhips  of  the  lipe,  a  fire-fbip,  an  hofpital-lhip,  and  two  tenders. 
But  before  we  take  an  intire  leave  of  Cuba,  it  is  neceiTary,  in 
jufttce  to  the  navy,  to  inform  the  reader,  that,  whilft  the  troops 
were  on  ftior.c,  the  fleet  \Vas  not  quite  inactive.  The  Worccfler 
took  a  SpaniOi  mai^  of  w^^r  of  214  guns,  the  Defiance  took  a  re- 
gifter  ihip  laden  with  provifions  for  Carthag^na,  and  the  Shore- 
ham  took  another  veflel  with  70,000  pieces  of  eight  on  board. 

Having  clofed  the  naval  tranfa£tions  of  the  year  1 741,  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  I  muft  recal  the  reader's  attention  to  the  progrefs 
of  Mr.  Anfon,  who,  I  before  mentioned,  had  failed  from.  3^. 
Helen's  on  the  1 8th  September,   1740**,  with  a  fquadron  of 


I  See  grvcrnor  Shirley's  fpeech  to  the  coancil  at  JJ^flqn,  S^p:.  13,  1741. 
k  Anfou'i  voyage  by  Waller,  chap.  j. 

five. 
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A.  D.  five  men  of  war,  a  fmall  {loop,  and  two  Ti^aUcn '«  This 
1 740*  expedition  was  originally  planned  prior  to  the  deciaradon  of 
war  with  Spain,  and  was  rationally  founded  on  a  defign  of 
feizing  the  weidth  of  that  kingdom  at  its  iburce,  and  tbetdif 
depriving  the  enemy  of  the  means  of  executing  their  hoftik  in* 
tentions.  There  were  indeed  at  firft  two  feparate  fleets  deiUned 
for  this  fervice;  one  of  which  was  to  have  been  commande4 
by  Mr.  Cornwall,  and  the  other  by  Mr.  Anfon.  The  firft  was 
to  have  failed  round  Cape  Horn  into  the  South  Seas,  and  the 
other  cjiredly  to  the  Eaft  Indies.  Thefe  two  fquadrons  were 
to  have  met  at  Manilla,  where  they  were  to  expeA  farther  or* 
ders.  This  projcd  kcmed  well  calculated  to  humble  the  pride 
and  infolence  of  Spain  ^  because  their  remote  fettlem^nts  were, 
at  this  time,  almo^  intirely  defencelefs,  and  feveral  of  the  moft 
important  of  them  might  probably  have  been  furprized  before 
they  had  intelligence  of  a  war  between  the  two  nations.  The 
original  fcheme,  howeyer,  was  laid  aGde,  and  it  was  determin* 
ed  that  one  fquadron  only  (hpuld  be  fent  to  the  South  Seas^ 
of  which  Mr.  Anfon  fhould  haye  the  command. 

This  deviation  from  the  original  plan  was  no  lefs  difpleafing 
to  Mr.  Anfon  than  to  Sir  Charles  Wager,  by  whom  it  was  firft 
propofed,  and  who  was  equally  ignorant  of  the  reafons  which 
induced  the  miniftry  to  lay  it  afide..  However,  on  the  loth  of 
January  Mr.  Anfon  received  his  commiflion  as  commodore  of 
the  fquadron  above-mentioned.  The  king's  inflruAions  were 
dated  the  31ft  of  the  fame  month,  which,  neverthelefs,  Mr. 
Anfon  did  not  receive  before  the  28th  of  June  following.  He 
then  went  down  to  Portfmouth,  where  his  fquadron  lay,  in  full 
£spcAation  of  failing  with  the  firft  fair  wind  |  for  though  be 
knew  that  he  was  at  leaft  300  men  fhort  of  his  complement, 
he  had  been  afiured  that  the  deficiency  would  be  fupplied 
from  Sir  John  Norris's  fiect  then  at  Spithead.  But  Sir  John 
did  noc  chufe  to  part  with  any  of  bis  failors.     This  difappoint* 

*  K/2i  Tb€  Centurion,     60  gunu,     400  men,     Geo,  AnCon  fommandcr. 
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itiait  was  another  caufe  of  delay,  and  all  that  Mr.  Anfon  could  A.  D* 
at  lad  obtain  waa  170  men,  ninety-eight  of  which  were  ma-*74Q''' 
rines,  and  thirty'4wo  from  the  hofpirals. 

According  to  the  firft  plan,  Bland's  intire  regiment  of  foot 
and  three  independent  companies  were  to  have  embarked  on 
board  ttus  fleets  Bat  it  waa  afterwards  refolved,  that  the  land 
forces  ihould  eonfift  of  500  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea  hofpital^ 
of  which  only  259  of  the  moft  feeUe  were  embarked,  all  thofe 
who  were  able  to  walk  having  deferted.  On  fuch  occafions  it 
is  not  eafy  to  determine  which  moft  to  decrate,  the  heads  or 
hearts  of  thofe  who  are  intmfted  with  the  management  of  public 
affairs.  It  furely  requires  a  very  moderate  degree  of  underftand- 
ing  to  know  that  fuch  troops,  fo  far  from  being  ferviceable, 
maft*  necefiarily  prove  a  burdenfome  obftru£iion  to  the  fucceft 
of  an  expedition,  which,  from  its  nature,  required  healthy 
ifrengtl^  and  vigour,  in  their  utmoft  degree  of  perfr£lion.  Aw 
to  heart,  can  any  thing  be  imagined  more  inhuman,  than  trea« 
cherouflf  to  drag  froiQ  their  peaceful  habitations,  and  from  the 
enjoyment  of  the  fcamy  reward  of  paft  fervices,  a  number  of 
decrepid  old  men,  coofcious  of  their  inability  to  render  further 
fervice  to  thdr  country,  and  certain  of  an  inglorious  cataftro- 
phe  i  To  fttpply  the  jdace  of  the  240  invalids  who  had  defert- 
ed, 210  marines,  new  railed  and  totally  undifciplinedy  were  or- 
dered on  board,  the  bft  detachment  of  which  embarked  on  the 
8th  of  Auguft,  and  on  the  loth  the  fquadron  failed  from  Spit- 
bead  to  St.  Helen's,  there  to  wait  for  a  fair  wind. 

If  Mr.  Anion's  fquadron  had  now  been  fuffered  to  proceed,' 
he  might  have  tided  it  down  the  channel  without  waiting  for  a 
fair  wind  ;  but  fhe  Lords  Jufticcs  (the  king  being  then  at  Han-^ 
over)  orderM  him  to  fail  from*St.  Helen's  in  conjunfliion  with 
the  two  fleets  commanded  by  admiral  Balchen  and  Sir  Chaloner 
Ogle,  amounting,  in  all,  to  145  fail.  Now  it  being  impoflible 
lor  fo  numerous  a  fleet  to  proceed,  with  fafety,  without  an  eaft- 
crly  wind,  forty  days  more  were  fpcnt  in  hourly  expeftation  of 
a  favourable  breeze.  At  laft,  on  the  9th  of  September,  Mr. 
Anfon  received  orders  to  proceed  with  his  own  fquadron,  inde« 
pendent  of  the  reft.  He  failed  on  the  rSth,^  atod  in  four  days 
got  elear  of  the  Channek 

I  have 
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A.  D.  I  have  dwelt  a  little  upon  this  very  extraordinary  dfelay,  and" 
1740-  its  fevcral  caufes,  bccaufe  to  this  very  unaccountable  condi]£k  of 
adminiftration  may  rationally  be  afcribed  the  many  hard(hips> 
dangers,  and  difappointmcnts  experiertced  in  the  progrcfi  of  this 
expedition.  It  feems  indeed  exceedingly  inconceivable^  that  ah 
expedition  appointed  early  in  the  month  of  January,  fhould  not 
have  proceeded  till  late  in  September.  But  fo  it  was,  and  the 
confequences  were  fuch  as  might  eafily  haVe  becn^forefeen. 
The  fquadron  was  not  only,  by  this  delays  obliged  to  double 
Cape  Horn  in  the  moft  tempeftuous  feafon  of  the  year,  but  the 
Spaniards,  in  every  part  of  the  globe,  were  informed  df  its  dc- 
ftination. 

Having  cleared  the  channel^  Mr.  Anfon  fteered  for  the  ifland 
of  Madeira ;  but,  as  if  all  nature  as  well  as  art  had  confpired 
to  retard  his  progrefs,  he  was  forty  days  6n  a  paffage  which  i^ 
frequently  made  in  ten.  However,  at  laft,  after  this  tedious 
contention  with  adverfc  winds,  he  arrived  at  Madeira  on  the 
25th  of  Oftober.  He  immediately  vifitcd  the  governor,  whd 
informed  him,  that  for  feveral  day^  pad  there  had  appeared  t6 
the  wcftward  of  the  ifland  fcven  or  eight  men  of  war,  which 
he  fuppofed  to  be  Spanifh.  Mr.  Anfon  difpatched  a  floop  to 
reconnoitre  this  fquadron,  and  the  Hoop  returned  without  any 
intelligence.  This  was  in  truth  a  Spanifh  fquadron  of  fcven 
fhips  of  the  line  and  a  Patachc,  which  were  fent  for  the  folc 
purpofe  of  cduntcrafting  Mr.  Anfon's  operations  in  the  South 
Seas.  They  had  on  board  a  regiment  of  foot,  intended  to 
ftrengthcn  fome  of  their  garrifons,  and  two  of  the  fliips  were 
dcflined  for  the  Wefl  Indies.  Their  commodore  was  Don  Jo- 
feph  Pizarro.  Of  the  five  fhips  that  failed  for  the  South  Scasj 
but  one  returned  to  Europe,  the  reft  having  either  foundered  at 
fea,  or  were  wrecked  or  broken  up  in  the  courfe  of  the  voy- 
age. 

On  the  3d  of  November  Mr.  Anfon  left  Madeira^  and  crof- 
fed  the  line  on  the  28th.  He  arrived  at  the  ifland  of  St^  Ca- 
therine, on  the  coafb  of  Brazil,  on  the  aifl  of  December^ 
where  he  repaired  fuch  of  his  fhips  as  had  fuffered  in  the  voy- 
age, took  in  wcod  and  water,  regaled  his  people  with  frcfli 
provifions,  and  recovered  fome  of  his  fick.  But  he  neither 
found  the  climate  fo  healthy^  nor  the  Portuguese  fo  hofpitable, 

as 
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is  rcprcfentcd  by  former  voyagers.    The  governor  of  the  iflarid  A.  D. 
^rfidioufly  difpatched  a  veflei  tathe  Spani(h  admiral^  then  at  I74^^ 
Baenos-Ayres,  with  an  account  df  Mr.  Anfon's  ftrength  a6d 
condition,  during  his  continuance  in  this  neutral  port. 

Thefquadron  £iiled  from  Sc.  Catherine's  on  the  i8th  of  Jz^ 
nuary,  fteering  fouthward  along  the  coaft  of  America,  towards 
CapeHorn^  Info  hazardous  a  Voyage,  at  this  feafoitof  the 
year,  it  was  more  than  probable  that  the  fleet  would  be  fepara- 
ted,  the  commodore  therefore  appointed  three  feveral  places  of 
rendezvous :  the  firft  at  St.  Julian  on  the  coaft  of  Pata^nia^ 
the  fecond  at  the  ifland  of  Socoro  in  the  South-feas,  and  the 
third  at  Juan  Fernandez.  Soon  after  their  departure  from  St; 
Catherine's^  ths  Pearl  was  fe^arated^  and  did  not  rejoin  the 
fquadron  till  near  a  month  after.  Qn  her  return,  lieutenant 
8alt  informed  Mr.  Anfon,  that  captain  Kidd  died  on  the  3 1  ft  of 
January ;  that  he  had  fsiUen  in  with  the  Spanifti  fleet  abovc*^ 
mentioned,  and  that^  miftaking  one  of,  their  Oxips  for  the  Cen- 
turion^ .  be  very  narrowly  efcaped  being  taken.  The  Euglifli 
fquadron  anchored  in  the  harbour  of  St.  Julian  on  the  1 8th  of 
Pebruary,  principally  with  a  defigh  to  repair  the  Tryal  floop, 
Ivhich  had  loft  hef  main-maft  in  a  fqual.  This  bufineis  being 
finiflied,  they  failed  again  on  the  27th,  and  pafled  the  Streighcs 
IjC  Maire  on  the  ^ch  of  March. 

At  this  time  their  (hips  were  iil  gbod  condition^  dhd  their 
crews  in  tolerable  health  and  fpirits.  They  flattered  themfclves^ 
that^  as  they  #ere  now  entering  into  the  Pacific  Ocean^  their  dan*^ 
gers  and  difficulties  would  gradually  vanilh,  and  that  Spaniih 
treafures  would  fbon  reward  their  labour.  But  delufive  were 
thefe  etpedationa.  They  did  not  even  clear  the  Streights  with-^ 
out  great  danger,  and  they  no  fooner  quitted  the  land  than  they 
found  themfelves  expofed  to  all  the  horrors  of  impetuous tvinds^ 
and  waves  turbulent  and  mountainous  beyond  all  conception; 
They  now  began  emphatically  to  execrate  the  caufes  of  their  late 
departure  from  Europe.  This  formidable  fquadron  foon  fepara- 
ted,  never  more  to  unite  !  After  ftruggling  with  infinite  variety 
of  diftit'cfs  during  t\<^o  long  months,  the  Centurion  j  Mr.  Anfon's 
fhip  on  the  laft  day  of  April,  found  herfelf  to  the  northward 
of  the  Streights  of  Magellan^  and  therefore  concluded  that.flie 
had  fecured  her  pafiage  round  Gape  Horn,    Qti  the  8th  of 
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A.  D:  May  (he  arrived  off  Socoro,  the  firft  readezTous  m  the  Pacific 
1741  •  Ocean,  bhe  cruized  there,  in  extreme  had  weather,  above  %- 
fortnight,  in  hopes  of  rejoining  ibme  of  the  £|^adron  %  but  be- 
ing diiapiioiated  in  this  expeftatten,  ftood  for.the  iiland  of  Juan 
l^nandez,  where  (fae  arrived  on  the  9th  of  June  ^.  but  in  fo 
fieeble  a  condition,  that  at  dii»  time  not  above  twenty  bands^ 
officers  included^  were  kfc  capable  of  affiiling  id  working  the 
fiiip.  The  icurvy  bad  made  fuch  terrible  havock  aoiong  the 
crew,-  that  out  of  4^0,.  their  eoniplement  when  they  paffed 
Strcight  Le  Maire,  icarce  half  that  number  were  now  livings 
and  moft  of  thefe  were  (ick  in  their  hammocks.  The  Tryal 
floop  reached  the  ifland  ?.bout  the  fame  time,  in  the  fame  di* 
ftrefsful  ittuation,.  and  they  were  joined  by  the  Gloacefter  on 
the  2  jd  of  July,  which  Ihip  had  toft  three  fourths  of  her  crew, 
and  would  certainly  never  have  been  able  to  reach  the  ifland, 
but  fop  the  affiftance  ftnt  her  by  the  commodore  after  flie  was 
in  fight.  The  Anna  Pink,  their  vi&uallcr,  came  in  about  the 
middle  of  Auguftv  and  this  was-tbe  hft  Ihip  of  the  %uadro». 
they  ever  faw. 

The  miffing  ftips  were  the  Severn,  the  Fcarl,  and  the  Wager 
ftore-fhip.  The  two  firft  parted  company  off-C^pe  Noir,  and 
put  back  to  the  Brazils.  The  latter  purfued  her  voyage  towards 
the  ifland  of  Socoro,  the  firft  rendezvous  in  tlie  Pacific  Ocean* 
She  made  the  land  on  the  weftem  coaft  of  Sooth  America,  on 
the  14th  of  May,-  in  latitude  47,  and  the  next  morning  ftruck 
upon  a  funken  rock^  and  foon  after  bu4ged.  Moft  of  the  crew*- 
were  landed  on  thi$  defolate  ifland,  where  they  remained  five 
months,  and  then  about  eighty  of  the  ikilors,  in  afchoonerbuiI^ 
by  lengthening  the  jong-rboat,  faikd  back  for  the  Brazils,,  leav- 
ing captain  Cheap  and  nineteen  other  peribns  on  fhore.  Thefe 
were  by  various  accidents  at  laft^reduoed  to  four,  who  were  land-" 
ed  by  an  Sndian  on  the  ooaft  of  Chiloe,  thence  conveyed  to  St. 
Jago,  where  they  continued  a  year,  and  three  of  them  were 
filially  fent  to  Europe  on  board  a  French  fbip,^  viz.  captain 
Cheap,  Mr.  Byron  ^,  and  Mr.  Hamilton. 

We  now  retunr  toMr.  Anfon's  fquadron  at  Juan  Fernandez, 
eonfifting  of  the  Centurion,  the  Gloucefler,  the  Tryal  floop,. 
and  the  Anna  Pink.  The  laft  of  thele  being  found  totally  unfit 
for  fervice,  was  broken  up.    By  the  beginning  of  Septembcp 

*^  New  aJminl  Byron*. 

the 
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ihcaews  were  pretty  well  recovered,  though  the  whole  number  A.  D. 
wasy  by  this  time,  reduced  to  335,  boys  included.  ^14^" 

On  the  19th  of  September,  Mr.  Anion  with  his  fmall  fqua- 
dron  fiuled  from  the  ifUnd  of  Juan  Fernandez,  with  a  defign  to 
cruize  near  the  continent  of  Spanifli  America*  On  this  cruize 
he  took  three  trading  veiTels  of  no  great  valuer  but  from  the 
pafiengers  on  board  he  received  fitch  intelligence  as  determined 
him  to  furprize  the  town  of  Paitsi,  in  latitude  j;o^  i  2'  fouth.  Ic 
•conGfted  of  about  200.  houfes,  and  was  defended  by  a  fmail  fort 
mounting  e^ght  guns.  Fearful  of  alarming  the  inhabitants  by 
the  approach  of  his  (lups,  he  refolved  to  make  the  attempt  by 
means  of  his  boa|s  only.  Whilft  the  fquadron  was  yet  at  too 
great  a  difbince  to  be  perceived  by  the  enemy,  about  ten  at 
night  he  detadied  fifty-eight  men,  commanded  by  lieutenaut 
Brett,  and  condu£Ved  by  two  Spanifli  pilots.  They  landed  with- 
out oppoGtion,  and  foon  took  entire  poiTeflion  of  th^  place. 
The  governor,  with  mod  of  the  inhabitants,  having  had  Tome 
previous  notice  from  the  fhips  in  the  harbour^  fled  into  the 
country  at  their  approachj  and  continued  parading  on  the  hil  s. 
The  EngHlh  remained  three  days  on  Ihore  j  during  which  time 
they  fent  all  the  trcafure  they  could  find  on  board  their  fliips. 
They  then  fet  fire  to  the  town  and  re-embarked,  having  loft 
'tinly  two  men  in  the  enterprise.  The  booty  they  carried  off 
amounted  to  about  30,000 1.  The  lofs  fuft&^ined  by  the  Spa» 
niards  was  eftimated  at  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars. 

Whilft  Mr.  Anfon  was  thus  engaged,  the  Gloucefter^  which 
had  been  fent  on  a  cruize,  took  two  Spaniih  prizes  with  fpecie 
on  board  ftmoKnting  to  19,000  L  fleiling.  She  joined  the  fqua*^ 
dron  two  days  after  their  departure  from  PaLta,  and  they  i\ood 
to  the  northward  with  a  defign  to  water  at  the  iiland  of  Quibo^ 
•near  the  bay  of  Panama.  At  this  iiland  they  arrived  on  the 
4th  of  December.  The  commodore  had  indeed  entertained 
fome  hopes  of  being  reinforced  from  admiral  Vernon's  fqua- 
dron acrofs  the  ifthmus  of  Darien  j  but  he  learnt,  from  the  pa- 
pers found  on  board  one  of  his  prizes,  that  the  attack  upon 
Cartbagena  bad  £ailed.  Thefe  hopes  therefore  immediately  va- 
niflied,  and  he  now  determined  to  fleer  for  the  coaft  of  Mexico^ 
«Q  expe£^ation  of  falling  in  with  the  galleon  which  he  fuppofed 
to  be  on  her^aiSage  from  Manilla  to  Acapulco.     The  fqua- 

£  2  dro^ 
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A.  D.  ciron  failed  from  Quibo  on  th^  12th  of  December,  and  did  o6t 

1 74  ( .  make  the  coaft  of  Mexico  till  the  29th  of  January.  But,  as  this 

brings  us  to  the  tranfadlions  of  the  jear  1 742,  we  nuft  now 

return  to  Europe,  in  ordw  to  take  a  view  of  the  Aritiih  navy 

nearer  home  to  the  end  of  the  year  1741. 

Whilit  Vernon  and  Anfon  were  thus  employed  in  America» 
the  admirals  Sir  John  Norris  and  Haddock  commanded  two 
formidable  fleets  in  Europe.  The  firft  of  thefe  commanders 
failed  from  Spithead  on  the  27th  of  July  with  fizteen  (hipe  of 
the  line,  and,  (leering  for  the  bay  of  Bi/cay,  began  to  cruize 
upon  the  coaft  of  Spain.  With  this  formidable  fleet  he  might 
with  the  ptmoft  facility  have  injured  the  enemy  moft  e0entially, 
by  ravaging  their  coaft  and  deftroying  their  maritime  towns, 
which  were  almoft  totally  defencelcfs.  Not  only  the  Britifli 
nation  in  general,  but  the  Spaniards  themfelves,  and  every  per- 
fon  on  board,  except  the  admiral,  were  confident  that  fo  power* 
ful  a  fleet  had  fom^  capital  objcCk  in  view.  But,  to  the  afto* 
niihment  of  all  the  world,  except  thofe  who  were  admitted  be* 
hind  the  curtain,  in  lefs  than  a  month,  Sir  John  Norris  return- 
ed to  Spithead  with  half  his  fleet,  without  having  executed,  or 
even  attempted,  any  thing  worth  relating.  Part  of  the  fqua- 
dron  continued  cruizing  on  the  Spanifli  coaft,  and  the  NafTau 
tmd  Lenox  were  fent  to  join  admiral  Haddock,  who,  with  thir* 
teen  men  of  war,  fpent  the  whole  fummer  cruising  in  the  Me** 
diterranean,  without  atchieving  any  thing  fufficient  to  furnilh  a 
tolerable  Gazette.  The  caufes  afligned  for  his  being  ftationed 
in  that  fea  were,  to  prevent  the  jundion  of  the  Sipanifh  fleet  at 
Cadiz  with  that  of  France  at  Toulon,  and  to  intercept  thp 
troops  which  were  intended  to  be  rranfported  from  Barcelona 
to  Italy,  in  order  to  a£t  againft  the  queen  of  Hungary.  But 
unfortunately  neither  of  thefe  purpofes  were  anfwered. 

What  were  the  private inflrudionsgiven  to  Norris  and  Had* 
dock  will  probably  always  remain  a  fecret.  Their  refpeAive 
f  haraders  as  men  of  abilities  and  refolution  ftand  unimpeached  i 
but  ahiliiies  and  refolution  are  not  fufiicient  to  complete  th^ 
phara£ler  of  a  naval  commander.  Probity  is  an  indifpenfible 
ingredient.  The  man  who  is  mean  enough  to  accept  of  a  com-> 
mand  with  ignominious  reftrifiions,  merits  the  obloquy  whicl^ 
poficrity  will  never  fail  to  beftow. 
'■'■■■•  Oft 
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On  the  tath  of  October  Sir  John  Norris  failed  again  for  the  A*  D. 
coaft  of  Spain  with  a  fleet  of  ten  men  of  war.  The  inhabitants  <  74 1* 
of  the  towns  along  the  ihore  were  at  firft  a  little  alarmed  at  his 
re^appearance ;  but,  finding  him  now  no  lefs  harmless  than  be- 
fore, they  beheld  the  Englifh  fleet  as  an  agreeable  fpeAacle^ 
and. were  at  length  fully  perfuaded  that  he  was  fent  to  pai;ade 
along  their  coaft  merely  for  their  amnfement. 

Notwithflanding  the  formidable  ftate  of  our  navy  at  this  pe- 
riod, our  trade  was  fo  ill  protected,  that,  Cnce  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  the  Spaniards  had  taken  no  lefs  than  372  of 
our  trading  Tcflels.  The  merchants  of  London  and  other  ports 
were  convinced  that  their  lofles  were  chiefly  owing  to  negled» 
and  they  remembered  the  declaration  of  the  minifter.  That  as 
the  war  was  their  own,  they  muft  take  the  confequences«  I 
have  before  animadverted  on  the  imprudence  of  intruding  the 
conduA  of  a  war  to  a  minifter  who  is  forced  into  it  by  oppofi- 
tion.  Sir  Rob^  Walpole  did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  avoid  • 
a  war  with  Spain,  which,  with  a  little  of  that  fpirit  which 
Cromwell  on  a  like  occafion  would  have  exerted,  he  might 
have  avoided.  The  Spaniards  prefumed  on  a  knowledge  of  Sir 
Robert's  pacific  difpofition.  That  nation  had  indeed  great  rea*- 
fon  to  be  difiatisfied  with  the  illicit  trade  carried  on  by  Eng- 
li(h  vefi[els  in  the  Weft  Indies*  If,  inftead  of  guarding  their 
coafts  by  armed  fl)ips,  they  had  complained  to  the  Britiih  mi« 
niftry,  and  if  the  Britifti  miniftry  had  taken  effcAual  methods 
to  prohibit  this  illicit  trade,  in  confequence  of  fuch  complaint^ 
peace  between  the  two  nations  might  have  been  prefervcd,  and 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  would  have  remained  prime  minifter.  He 
was  averfe  to  the  war,  becaufe  he  forefaw  that  it  would  deftroy 
his  influence,  and  I  am  afraid  he  wanted  magnanimity  to  exert 
a  degree  of  patriotic  zeal  fufficient  to  render  fuccelsful  a  war 
which  he  did  not  approve  °>. 

Sir  Robert  Walpole,  thqugh  extremely  unpopular,  had  hi- 1 742, 
therto  flood  fccure  under  the  flielter  of  the  throne.  But  the 
people  of  England  were  now  fo  diflTatisfied  with  this  unfuccefll 
ful  war  with  Spain,  and  particularly  with  his  total  negle£k  of 
the  queen  of  Hungary  in  her  diftrefs,  that,  at  the  general  elec- 
lion  of  a  new  parliament,  a  confiderable  majority  of  the  inde- 

P  For  ibe  ftate  pf  the  ^lavy  in  tie  year  17^1,  fee  the  Appendit,  N®.  2. 
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A.  IX  pendent  voters,  throughout  the  kingdom,  oppokd  the  court ; 

*74^«  many  of  Sir  Robert's  members  were  thrown  out,  and  when  the 
parliament  met,  the  complexion  of  the  houfe  of  commons  was 
fuch,  that  a  change  of  miniftry  became  unavoidable.  Sir  Ro- 
bert Walpole  was  created  earl  of  Orford ;  he  refigned  all  bis 
«mployments,  and  found  an  afylum  in  the  houfe  of  lords.  The 
leading  patriots  in  both  houfes  were  either  taken  into  the  new 
adminidration,  or  filenccd  by  titles,  fo  that  all  inquiry  into  the 
condufi  of  the  late  minifter  fell  to  the  ground.  Mr.  Sandy« 
was  appointed  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  the  duke  of  New« 
caftle  and  lord  Carteret  fccretaries  of  ftate,  and  Mr.  Pultcnejr 
was  created  earl  of  Bath. 

Thefe  incidental  matters  being  premifed,  we  now  return  to 
the  proper  obje3  of  our  biRory.  Forty  thoufand  feamed  were 
•voted  for  the  fcrvicc  of  the  current  year.  The  fleet  in  the 
Mediterranean,  under  admiral  Haddock,  confided  of  tweucy- 
Yiine  men  of  war.  He  rtfigned  to  Ledock  on  account  of  his 
tieclining  healcli ;  but  the  new  miniftry  gave  the  command  to 
admiral  .Mothews,  who  failed  from  Spithead  on  the  i6th  of 
April,  with  the  Natnur,  Caroling,  RuiTcl,  and  Norfolk.  This 
admiral  was  alfo  invefted  with  the  charaflcr  of  minifter-pleni- 
potentiary  to  the  king  of  Sardinia  and  the  dates  of  Italy.  As 
foon  as  he  had  affiimed  the  command,  being  informed  that  £ve 
Spanifh  gallics  lay  at  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Su  Tropes,  he  or- 
dered captain  Norris  to  attack  and  dedroy  tKem  '^j  which  fervice 
vas  immediately  and  cfFcftually  f  sirformcd.  The  united  fleet 
of  France  and  Spain  wns  at  this  time  in  the  harbour  of  Toulon:: 
it  confided  of  thirty.fix  fliips  of  the  line.  The  Britifli  flecr^ 
being  joined  by  rear-admiral  Rowley,  was  fomewhat  fuperior 
in  number  of  fliips,  Mr.  Mathews's  inftruckions  were  to  block 
tip  the  Toulon  fleet,  and  by  cruizing  on  the  coad  to  prevent 
any  fupplies  being  fent  to  the  army  in  Provence.  For  this  pur.- 
pofe,  on  the  2d  of  June,  he  ftationed  his  two  rear-admirals, 
I^edock  and  Rowley,  with  twenty-four  fliips,  off  the  iflands 
t)f  Hicrcs,  with  orders  to  cruize  for  fix  weeks.  Whilft  Ma- 
thews continued  at  Villa  Franca,  a  French  man  of  war,  pafling 
l)y  that  port,  in  fight  of  the  fleet,  neglefted  to  pay  a  proper 
compliment  to  the  Britifli  flag.    The  admiral  fired  a  gun  as  a 
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figaal  for  her  to  bring  to,  the  Frenchman  continued  obdinate.  A.  D. 
Upon  which  Mr.  Mathews  ordered  one  of  his  fliips  to  purfue  ^74^* 
and  fink  him ;  whfch  was  immediately  executed  by  the  firib 
broadfide.     Meaowhile  a  part  of  the  BritiOi  fleet  S  cruizing 
on  the  coaft  of  Catalonia,  bombarded  the  towns  of  Mataro  and  ' 
Pahmos,  in  both  which  they  dcftroyed  many  hoiifcs  and  many 
of  their  inhabitants.  What  had  thefe  wretched  inhabitants  done 
to  offend  the  king  of  England  ?  But  fuch  are  the  laws  of  war  I 
If  Chriftian  princes  believed  in  the  religion:  they  profefs,  furely 
they  would  not  wantonly  involve  their  innocent  fubjeds  in  fuch 
calamities.    But,  if  they  mad  needs  quarrel  and  fight,  it  were 
devoutly  to  be  wifhed,  that,  by  fome  general  law  of  nations,  the 
inoffenfive  part  of  their  fubjedts  might  be  fecured  from  infuk 
and  devaflation* 

In  the  beginning  of  AugufV,  admiral  Mathews  detached 
commodore  Martin-  with  a  fquadron  to  the  bay  of  Naples,  with 
orders  to  compel  his  Sicilian  majefly  to  recal  his  troops  from 
the  Spanifh  army  in  Italy.  The  Neapolitans  were  thrown  int(> 
the  atmoil  conftemation  at  the  appearance  of  anTnglifh  fleet }. 
cxpeAing  every  moment  a  more  dreadful  thunder  than  that  of 
Vefuvios.  The  king,  however,  to  fare  his  capital,  iigned  a 
paper  delivered  to  him  by  Mr.  Martin^  by  which  he  engaged 
immediately  to  recal  his  troops,  and  to  obferve  a  ftra£t  neutra- 
lity during  the  war.  Having  performed  this  fervice,  the  com- 
modore rejoined  the  admiral  in  the  road  of  Hicres,.  which  wa» 
now  the  general  rendezvous  of  the  Britifli  fket.  Towards  the 
end  of  Auguft,.  Mr.  Mathews, being  informed  that  the  Spaniards 
had  coHeAed  a  conflderable  magazine  at  St.  Remo-,  in  the  Ge^ 
noefc  territorieSyCaufed  a  party  of  failors  to  be  landed  near  that 
town  in  order  tadeftroy  it;  and  they  executed  their  commifliorif 
without  any  danger  or  difficulty.  He  likewife  font  two  fliips 
with  orders  to  take  or  deflroy  a  Spanifh  man  of  war  of  the 
line,  which  hy  at  anchor  at  Ajaccio  in  the  ifland  of  Corflca  v 
but  the  Spaniard  faved  them  the  trot>bIe,  by  firi\  fctting  his  men 
eo  (hore,  and  then  blowing  up  the  fhip; 

Let  Off  now  take  a  temporary  leave  of  Europe,  in  order  to 
review  the  BritiO)  fleet  and  army  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Wc  arc 
to  recollcft,  that,  after  the  retreat  frpm  Cartha3ena,  the  troops 

•  Roir,  VvtI,  ii;  p,  1x5. 
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A.  D.  undef  general  Wentworth  returned  to  Jamaica,  and  admiral 
1 742.  Vernon  with  his  fquadron  continued  croizing  off  Hifpaniola  in 
expedlation  of  a  reinforcement  from  £nglaod.  But  not  meeting 
vriih  the  convoy^  he  returned  to  Jamaica  on  the  5th  of  Januaryy 
where,  on  the  15th,  arrived  alfo  the  Greenwichi  St.  Alban's, 
snd  the  FoZ)  with  the  expeAed  reinforcement  from  Englaod  of 
2000  marines*  The  principal  officers,  both  of  the  army  aod 
navy,  ruminating,  with  regret,  on  their  two  laft  unfuccefsful 
expeditions,  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that  they  could  not 
with  any  degree  of  credit,  return  to  England  without  fome  far- 
ther attempt  againft  the  enemy.  General  councils  ot  war  were 
frequently  held,  and  it  was  at  la(b  determined  to  land  at  Porto^ 
Bello,  march  acrofs  the  ifthmus  of  Darien,  and  take  the  rich 
town  of  Panama.  But,  though  this  refblution  was  uken  early 
in  January,  it  was  upwards  of  two  months  before  the  troops 
and  tranfports  were  ready  for  embarkation.  Howe?er,  they 
embarked  at  laft,  and  the  whole  fleet  came  to  an  anchor  in  the 
harbour  of  Porto-Bello,  in  the  evening  of  the  a8th  of  March. 
This  fleet  coniifted  of  eight  fail  of  the  line,  three  fire-fliips^ 
and  two  hofpital  (liips,  with  forty  tranfports,  on  board  of  which 
were  3000  land  forces,  and '500  negroes  raifed  by  governor 
Trelawney,  who  himfclf  attended  the  expedition.  As  foon  as 
the  fleet  came  to  an  anchor,  the  governor  of  Port^Bello 
marched  diredly  to  Panama  with  three  companies  of  Spaniards 
and  two  companies  of  Mulattocs.  There  being  nothing  to  op* 
pofe  the  landing  of  the  troops,  the  admiral  imagined  that  they 
would  proceed  without  delay;  but,  to  his  great  furprtze,  a 
couricil  of  the  land-officers  p  refolved  that  the  fcheme  was  im- 
prafficable,  and  that  it  was  therefore  neceflary  to  return  to  Ja« 
maica.  The  reafons  afligned  for  this  refolution  were,  the  fcsL^ 
fon  being  too  far  advanced,  their  numbers  being  diminiihed  by 
ficknefs  and  the  reparation  of  fome  of  tbe  tranfports,  and  their 
having  received  intelligence  that  the  garrifon  of  Panama  had 
been  lately  reinforced.  Thefe  reafons  did  not  appear  quite  fa- 
tisfaftory  to  Mr.  Vernon  j  neverthelefs,  as,  in  their  general 
^(^uncils  of  war,  there  was  a  majority  of  land^officers^  his  opi- 

P  The  officers  prefent  at  this  council  of  war  were»  general  Wentworth,  colonol 
Fraicr,  governor  TreUwae^',  colonel  Lcighun,  eofbaci  Copt,  coUael  Daroare, 
ud  colonel  Martio, 
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Aion  was^f  no  importance.  That  their,  number  was  fomewbat  A.  D. 
reduced  is  moft  certain  $  but  there  remained  yet  200Q  efFe£tive  ^74^* 
men ;  an  army  more  than  fufficient,  .undier  a  general  of  fpirit 
and  abilities,  to  have  fecured  the  treafure  of  t^anama.  Nothing 
can  be  more  contemptible  than  this  prudent  timidityj  when  we 
Coofider  that  the  attempt  might  have  been  made  without  the 
leaft.rifk,  as  therie  was  no  army  in  the  whole  country  capable 
of  md^ng  them  in  the  fields  and  confequently,  in  cafe  of  a  re- 
polfe^  tbty  might  have  returned  without  the  leaft  danger  of  be- 
ing hairafled  in  their  retreat.  Poffibly  thefe  land  officers  would 
have  had  more  refolution  in  a  colder  climate.  The  animal  mer« 
Cory  in  the  hiimah  barometei*  feems  to  fall  in  proportion  to  its 
approximation  to  the  fun.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the  whole  fleet 
failed  from  Porto*Bello  in  the  beginning  of  April,  and  arrived 
at  Jamaica  on  the  15  th  of  May.  On  the  23d  of  September 
the  Gibraltar  nian  of  war  arrived  at  Port  Royal  in  that  ifland, 
with  a  letter  from  the  diike  of  Newcadle,  ordering  vice-admiral 
Vernon  and  general  Wentworth  to  return  immediately  to  Eng- 
land, and  they  returned  accordingly. 

Thus  endpd  this  vaft  enterprize  againft  the  Spanifli  fettlements 
In  America  i  in  which  enormous  Turns  were  expended,  and  ten 
tboafaod  lives  facrificed,  without  the  leaft  benefit  to  the  nation,  . 
or  glory  to  the  commanders;  To  inquire  into  the  caufe,  or 
caufes»  of  fuch  a  feries  of  difappointments  cannot,  at  this  di* 
jftance  of  time,  be  attributed  to  partiality  or  malevolence ;  and 
to  oegleift  fuch  inquiry  were  to  fruftrate  the  only  rational  de- 
fign  of  hifioryl  The  death  of  lord  Cathcart  was  the  firfl 
misfortune,  and  probably  the  foundation  of  all  that  followed. 
Though  this  could  neither  be  forefeen  nor  prevented,  yet  it  may 
teach  future  minifiers  of  dare,  that  it  is  not  fufficient  to  attend 
ibleiy  to  the  abilities  of  the  commander  in  chief;  the  feconJ, 
and  even  the  third  in  command,  fliould  alfo  be  men  equal  to 
the  command  of  an  army.  That  general  Wentworth  wanted 
that  determined  intrepid  alacrity  fo  neceiTary  in  the  execution  of 
fuch  enterprizes  is  fclf-cvidcnt.  As  to  Vernon,  he  certainly  did 
not  want  refolution,  but  it  is  pretty  certain  that  his  contempt  for 
Wentworth  prevented  him  from  adliug  fo  cordially  and  vigw- 
<iufly  as  he  ought  to  have  done.  He  wiflied  to  have  had  the 
fole  direction  of  cvcrv  operation,  and  I  muft  do  him  the  juflice 
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A.  D.  to  bclteTc,  that,  if  that  had  been  the  cale»  he  would  generally^ 

*743-  have  fucceeded. 

i  Rioft  now  recal  th«  reader^  attention  to  Mr.  Anfbn^  whom 
we  left  in  the  Pacific  Otcan^  cruizing  on  the  coaft  of  MeJeiobS 
hi  hourly  espeAatbn  of  failing  in  with  the  aiuioal  Spaaifii  gai* 
leen  in 'her  paflage  firom  Manilla  to  Acapolco.  In  tbefe  bope» 
he  was  difappointed ;  for  he  was  Hifcvrnied  bjr  three  a^roet 
whom  he  furprixcd  in  ar  canoe,  off  the  barbonr  of  Acaptdco^ 
that  the  galleon  arrived  on  the  ftk  of  Janoary,  about  twenty 
days  before  the  fi(aadrott  feU  in  with  the  coaft.  But  he  had 
the  fatisfa£tion  to  lesirii' alfo,  that  her  return  was  fisiedfor  thr 
3d  of  March.  This  informaftion  was  joyfiiUy  roceived,  as  tho 
fpecic  for  which  ilie  had  fold  her  cargo  woold  render  her  m 
much  more  valuable  prize  than  ihe  would  lu^ra  bceabefoj^hcr 
arrivaf  at  Acapuico. 

All  hands  were  now  employed  in  preparing  for  the  reccpciot^ 
of  the  galleon^  not  doubting  but  this  immenfe  rewaid'^of  their 
former  fnS^rings  would  foon  be  in  their  pofieffion ;.  for  though 
the  crews  of  the  five  fhips  amounted  in  ail'  to  no  more  tha» 
330,  boys  included,  and  the  hands  on  boaKi  the  galleon  were 
generally  almoft  double  that  humber  ^  yet  there  was  net  a  per- 
fon  on  board  the  fquadron  who  had  any  other  doubt,  or  fear^* 
than  that  of  her  not  failing  at  the  time  appointed,  hfr.  An^ 
fon's  fleet  coniifted  of  the  Centurion>  the  Gioocefter,  the  Car^ 
melo>  the  Carmin,  the  Tryal'^  prize,  and  two  euttcts.  Yfitki 
thc/e  five  ihips  he  formed  a  chain,  commanding  an  extent  of 
about  twenty  leagues,  at  fucha  diftance  from  the  harbour  of 
Acapulco  as  not  to  be  feen  from  the  fhore,  and  fem  the  two- 
cutters  every  night  nearer  the  (horc,  with  ordcr$  to  (land  o£F 
again  at  the  approach  of  day.  In  this  di^iition  they  eiipe£);e<Jt 
the  appointed  day  with  the  utmoft  hnpatience.  The  important 
day  dawned  at  lail,  and  every-  eye  in  the  ficet  gaaed  perpetually 
towards  the  land.  The  fun  funk  beneath  the  horizon,  and  no' 
ihip  appeared.  Another  day  pafied,  and  then  a  third,  in  fruit^^ 
)efs  expedation.  In  fhort,  after  waiting  to  no  purpofe  till  the 
23d,  the  commodore  rationally  concluded,  that  the  galleon  was- 
detained  till  the  year  following  j  and  this  was  really  the  cafe,  in* 

^  Aofod**  voyige,  p.  33«» 
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•coiiicqiience  of  his  barge  having  been  fecn  hy  the  enemy  when  A.  D. 
ihe  was  fent  to  diicovcr  the  harbour  of  Acapulco.  1 743* 

Having  now  remained  on  this  ftation  as  long  as  his  ftores  of 
mood  and  water  woold  adlow,  Mi;.  Anfon  thought  it  expedieoc 
to  f^f^re  for  his  voyage  to  China,  and  it  being  determined  to 
recruit  his  ftores  at  Chequetan,  about  30  leagues  weft  of  Aca- 
fnilco,  he  fteered'direAly  fior  that  harbour^  where  he  arrived 
•on  the  7th  of   April,     The  iirft  bufinefs  here,    after  a  vain 
attecnpt  to  open  an  intercourfe  with  the  natives,  was  to  un- 
Joad  and  deftroy  the  X^melo,  the  Carmia,  and  the  Tryal's 
^ise,  in  order  10  ftrengthen  the  crews  of  the  men  of  war^  So 
as  to  enable  them  to  undertake^  with  any  degree  of  fafety,  the 
^voyage  acrofs  the  Pacific  Ocean.  The  bugnei^  of  watering,  ^c 
being  now  finiibed,  the  Centurion  ^nd  the  Gloucefter  weighed 
anchor  on  the  28th  Of  April,  and  proceeded  on  their  voyage  to 
China.    They  loft  fight  of  the  American  mountains  qn  the  8th 
of  May.     After  contending  with  repeated  gales  of  contrary 
winds,  the  Gloucefter,  having  loft  moft  -of  her  mafts,  becamjc 
ib  leaky  that,  on  the  ;i5th  of  Auguft,  it  was  found  impofliblc 
to  keep  her  any  longer  above  water.    The  crew  was  therefore 
renwved  to  the  Centurion,  and  the  Gloucefter  was  fet  on  fire. 
On  the  a 8th  the  Centurion  arrived  at  Tinian,  one  of  the  La- 
drone  iflands,  in  latitude  15^  north,  and  1 15^  weft  of  AcapuL- 
<o»     At  this  time  £0  many  of  their  people  had  periOied,  or 
were  fick  of  the  fcarvy,  that  not  quite  a  hundred  men  remain^ 
•ed  fit  for  duty.    The  number  of  the  fick  amounted  to  i28« 
moft  of  whkh  recovered  foon  after  landing  on  this  fertile, 
iicakhy,  and  beantiftrl  ifiand.  *  Here  they  remained  till  the  aift 
•of  O&ober,  on  which  day,  the  crew  being  now  in  good  health* 
the  Ccotorion  Aood  out  to  fea,  ftecring  diie£lly  for  the  iiland 
^f  Macoa,  a  Portuguefe  fettlement  near  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Cantoq  in  China.     She  made  the  UM  on  the  5th  of  Novem* 
ber,  and  came  to  an  anchor^  on  the  lath,  in  the  road  near  thQ 
^ty  of  Macoa. 

After  many  provoking  delays  and  difficulties,  Mr.  Anfon  at 
laft  obtained  permiffion  ft-om  the  Chinefe  government  to  repair 
bis  ihip  and  repleni(h  his  ftore  of  provifions.  This  bufinefs  be^ 
Hig  at  length  effeAed  to  his  fatisfadion,  he  put  to  fea  on  the 
spth  of  April,  1 743,  and,  though  he  had  given  out  that  he  was 
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A-  D.  bound  for  Bauvia,  be  had  refoWed  once  more'  to  try  (o  iatciy 
\  743*  cept  the  Acapulco  ihip  in  her  pafiagc  to  MapUia*  With  this  in- 
tention he  returned  to  the  Phillipptne  iflandsf  and  cruized  off- 
Cape  Efpiritu  Santo  on  the  ifland  of  Samuel,  that  being  the  firft 
land  general  made  by  the  galleons.  He  continued  cruizing  oa 
this  ftation  till  the  loth  of  June,  when,  early  in  the  mornings 
to  the  iaexpreflible  joy  of  the  whole  crew,  they  diftoYered  the 
long-expe£lcd  galleon.  The  engagement  foon  began,  and  con- 
tinued  about  two  hours  ;  after  which  the  Spaniard  ftruck,  ha- 
ving fixty^feven  men  killed  and  eighty-fbur  wounded.  The 
Centurion  had  only  two  killed  and  ferenteen  wounded,  who  a^ 
recovered  except  one  man.  The  treafure  on  board  this  galleon 
confided  of  19313,843  pieces  of  eight,  and  35,682  ounces  of 
virgin  filver,  befides  feme  cochineal  and  other  merchandize, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  3 13,090 1.  fterling. 

The  commodore  being  now  in  pofieffion  of  the  reward  of  his 
toil,  dangers,  perfeverance  and  refolution,  with  a  crew  on  board 
whofe  felicity  cannot  be  eafily  imagined,  returned  to  the  riYcr 
of  Canton,  where  he  came  to  an  anchor  on  the  14th  of  July. 
His  fole  intention  being  to  lay  in  the  ftores  neceflary  for  his 
voyage  to  England,  he  applied  immediately  to  the  Chinefe  go- 
vernment for  leave  to  visual  his  fliip ;  but  fuch  is  the  fufpicioua 
folly  and  abfurd  policy  of  that  people,  that  after  five  months 
delay  he  was  at  laft  obliged  to  inCid  on  an  audience  of  the  vice- 
roy of  Canton,  before  he  could  be  fupplied.  Immediately  after 
this  audience  his  (lores  were  fent  on  board,  and  on  the  7tb  of 
December  the  Centurion  and  her  prize  unmoored  and  fell  down 
the  river.  On  the  12th  they  anchored  before  the  town  of 
Macoa,  wliere  Mr.  Anfon  fold  the  Spaniih  galleon  for  6000 
dollars,  and  on  the  15th  proceeded  on  his  voyage.  He  arrived 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Mope  on  the  nth  of  Bf  arch,  and  failing 
from  thence  on  the  3d  of  April,  came  to  an  anchor  at  Spithead 
on  the  ijtK  of  June,  1744. 

Having  thus  brought  the  fortunate  Centurion  fafe  to  England, 
let  us  inquire  into  the  exploits  of  our  fleet  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
When  admiral  Vernon  returned  home,  the  command  of  the 
fleet  devolved  on  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle,  who  in  the  month  of  Fe- 
bruary detached  captain  Knowlcs  with  eight  men  of  war,  ha- 
viiig  400  land  forces  on  board,  with  orders  to  make  an  attack 

on 
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f»n  the  town  of  La  Guira  on  the  coaft  of  Caraccas.  Mn  A.  IX 
Knowles  accordingly  proceeded' ;  he  began  his  attack  on  the  1743-' 
1 8th  about  noon,  and  continued  firing  upon  the  town  till  night> 
without  any  other  cffc£t  than  that  of  dcftroying  fome  houfes 
and  churches.  His  ihips  were  fo  {hat'tered  that  he  was  obliged 
to  defift»  and  to  fail  for  Curacoa  in  order  to  refit.  It  was  faid 
that  the  Spaniards  loft  700  men  on  this  occafion ;  it  is  however 
certain  that  the  £ngli(h  fquadron  had  near  a  hundred  men  kil- 
led*  and  three  times  that  number  wounded. 

Mr.  Knowles  having  mifcarried  in  this  attack,  was  unwilling 
to  return  without  a  farther  attempt  to  revive  the  faded  laurels  of 
hia  country.  His  {hips  being  repaired  *,  he  refolved  to  make 
an  attack  upon  Porto  Cavallo.  The  Spaniards  were  apprized 
of  his  dcfign,  and  had  taken  efFedual  meafures  for  their  de- 
fence. The  garrifon,  confiding  of  failors,  Indians,  Mulattoea 
and  Blacks,  amounted  to  about  2000  men  ;  and  the  entrance 
into  the  harbour  was  fecured  by  funken  veflTels,  and  command- 
ed by  ieveral  fafcine  batteries.  The  fquadron  failed  from  Cura- 
coa on  the  aoth  of  March,  but  did  not  arrive  off  Porto  Cavallo 
before  the  15th  of  April.  It  was  refolved  to  fend  in  two  men 
of  war  to  cannonade  tha  batteries,  and  the  Lively  and  Eltham 
being  immediately  ordered  upon  thb  fervice,  filenced  the  guns 
of  the  enemy  before  night.  As  foon  as  it  was  dark,  the  firing 
on  both  fides  having  ceafed,  major  Lucas  with  1200  men,  fail-. 
ors  and  foldiers,  landed  on  the  beach,  and,  marching  along 
ibore,  took  pofleffion  of  one  of  the  fafcine  batteries.  The  Spa- 
niards beiivg  now.  alarmed,  two  guns  were  fired  from  another 
battery  upon  the  affailants,  which  throwing  them  into  confii* 
fion,  they  began  to  fire  upon  each  other,  \nd  with  great  pre- 
cipitation retired  to  their  ihips.  The  Britifli  fpirit  being  not  yet 
quite  fubdued  by  thismiicarriage,  it  was  refolved  in  a  council 
of  war  to  make  a  general  attack  upon  the  caftle  and  batteries 
at  the  fame  time  i  accordingly,  on  the  24th  this  general  attack 
was  begun  by  feven  men  of  war;  the  Affiftance,  Burford,  Suf- 
folk and  Norwich  battered  the  caftle ;  and  the  Scarborough, 
Lively  and  Eltham  fired  upon  the  fafcine  batteries.  The  cannon- 
ading continued  with  great  £ury  till  nine  at  night,  at  which  time 

'  VouloQ  OMftte,  Jnae  j.  t  Aid.  June  t.4.  ' 


4<  NAVALHISTORT 

A.  D.  the  commodore  made  a  fignal  to  cut.   It  was  indeed  high  time, 

1 743.  for  he  had  nov  loft  200  inen«  and  moft  of  his  (hips  had  iii£- 
taincd  conGderable  damage  His  difgrace  being  now  cfMB^ete, 
commodore  Knowlcs  made  the  beft  of  his  way  to  Janaica, 
where  he  remained  tna^iive  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

Such  were  the  atchievements  of  the  Britifli  oavy  in  the  Weft 
Indies  during  the  year  1743.  We  were  indeed  peculiasly  un* 
iuccefsful  in  that  part  of  the  world,  every  attempt  againft  the 
enemy,  iince  the  taking  of  Forto^Bello,  having  mifcarrkd. 
Our  commanders  probably  were  not  deficient  in  point  of  per- 
gonal courage;  but  perfonal  courage  without  abilities  is  fi«- 
qaently  produdive  of  difappoiotment  and  difgrace.  In  the  Me> 
diterranean  the  fleet  under  the  command  of  adcbiral  Matthews 
continued  dill  on  its  ftation  at  Hieres,  without  performing  ai^ 
ilgnal  fervice,  except  preventing  the  French  and  Spaniih  fleets 
from  failing  out  of  the  harbour  of  Toulon. 

The  Spaniards  in  the  courfe  of  this  year  took  262  Brttiih 
prizes,  valued  at  $67,000 1.  fterlingi  and  we  took  irom  them 
146  (hips,  worth  about  754,000!.  ipduding  the  Acapulco  Qkif 
taken  by  Mr.  Anfon^ 

The  naval  promotions  in  this  year  were  thefe:  Sir  Jobo 
Norris  made  admiral  of  the  red ;  John  Balchen,  Efq;  admiral 
of  the  white  ;  Thomas  Mathers,  ££q;  vice-admiral  of  the  red  i 
Nicholas  Haddock,  Efq;  vice*admiral  of  the  white  ;  Sir  Cba* 
loner  Ogle,  vicc>admiral  of  the  blue ;  James  Steuart,  Efq;  rear* 
admiral  of  the  red;  Richard  Leftock,  Efq;  rear-admiral  of  the 
white;  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  rear-admiral  of  the  blue. 

1744.  Though,  in  the  preceding  year,  the  French  army  was  defeat*- 
ed  by  the  king  of  Great  Britain  in  perfon ;  though  the  French 
and  SpaniCh  fleets  were  united  in  the  Mediterranean,  yet  be- 
tween England  and  France  there  was  no  war^  Howevert  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1744*  both  nations  threw  ofi^  the 
maflc.  The  diiTenfions  in  the  Britifh  parliament  at  this  time  rata 
big^,  and  the  people  in  general  were  difcontented.  ThqPopiih 
cmifiaries  and  Jacobites,  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  per- 
suaded the  Preach  miniftry,  that  a  revolution  in  favour  of  the 
f  retcndcr  might  ea&ly  be  effcfledj  and  c^djiqal  Tencin  gave 

*  Srao'ilcrs  hiftory,  \v(  yij.  p.  .?i3' 
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ear  to  thm  projed»  fully  perfiiaded  that  the  ahf  mpt  nvonld)  at  A*  I> 
leaftycaufe  a  ooafiderablediYerfion  from  the  continent.  Charles,  i744* 
tlic  feoond  ioB  of  the  cberalicr  de  St.  George,  was  accordmgly 
mvhoil  to  Paris,  where  he  arrlfed  fome  time  in  the  month  of 
January.  In  the  fame  month  a  fleet  of  twenty  French  men  of 
war  tilled  op  the  Englifli  channel,  and  7000  men  were  aftually 
embarked  at  Dunkirk  with  a  defign  to  invade  England.  Thef<} 
proceeditiga  beh»g  immedra«ely  known  in  this  kingdom,  Sir  John 
Norria  was  ordered  to  take  the  comtnand  of  the  fleet  at  8pit-« 
head>  which  being  joined  by  fevcral  (hips  from  Chatham,  he*' 
came  iiiperior  to  that  of  Prance.  At  the  fame  time  proper 
meafores  were  Mken  for  defending  the  toaft  in  cafe  ^f  ah  idva^* 
Son.  The  fle^s  of  the  two  nations  came  within  fight  of  'each 
other  '9  but  the  French  admiral,  confcSons  of  his  inferiority^  . 
thought  flit  to  decline  ^i  engagement,  and  taking  the  adrantage 
»f  a  hard  gate  of  wind,  returned  to  the  port  from  ifrhencc  he 
failed.  Thus  ended  this  famous  invaflon,  which  was  intended 
to  reftore  the  tmfortunate  fimily  of  Steuart  to  the  throne  of 
theik*  auteftors,  and  the  young  adventurer  was  obliged  to  poft« 
pone  the  afliertion  of  his  pretenfions  to  a  more  favourable  op^ 
jNMiiimcy* 

I  moft  now  conduA  the  reader  to  the  gr;mdcfl:  fcehe  exhibit-i 
ed  durmg  the  whole  war  r  a  fccne  which  for  magnificence  and 
importance  hath  rarely  been  equalled  in  any  age,  on  any  fea. 
Seventy-four  men  of  war  Jn  the  Mediterranean,  all  in  view,  at 
the  fame  time  preparing  to  poor  out  their  thunder,,  deftruftivc 
€4  the  human  fpecies,  and  decifive  of  the  fate  of  nations!  Thd 
great,  the  anicious  expe^Jation  raifed  by  fuch  a  proipeft  may 
be  ea0y  imagined  ;  but  the  vaft  machinery  was  too  ftupcndous 
ior  human  management,  and  the  hcrorc  virtue  of  f(M-mcr  ages 
was  wanting  to  produce  a  glorious  cataftrophe. 

The  French  and  SpfafniA  fleet,  in  the  harbour  of  Toulon, 
cionfifted  of  twenty-etght  fail  of  the  line,  and  fix  frigates ;  that 
of  England  c€  ti^enty-eight  (Kips  of  the  line,  ten  frigates  and  two 
ftre-ihips,  all  moored  vn  the  bay  of  Hicres.  The  number  of 
guns  in  the  con}unft  fleet  was  1820,  and  of  men  16,500;  the 
guns  on  board  the  Britifh  fleet  were  ?-490,  and  the  number  of 
sncn  15,000.  Bat  the  number  of  Hiips  oF  the  line  was  equa\ 
and  thefe  were  equally  manned.     However^  on  a  comparative 

view 
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A.  D.  Tiew  of  the  whole  force  of  each  fqnadron,  there  was  an  cri* 

A  744«  dent  fuperiority  in  favour  of  the  EnglUh^  in  joftice  to  wfaom  we 

muft  ncTerthdefs  remember,  that)  having  been  long  at  fiea,  their 

fhips  were  foul>  whilft  tbofe  of  the  enemj  wece  clean^  and  in 

fine  failing  condition. 

The  courts  of  France  and  Spain^  no  longer  aUe  tb  fbpport 
the  difgrace  of  having  their  fleets  blocked  up  in  the  harbour  of 
Toulon,  fent  pofitive  orders  for  them  to  proceed  to  fea  at  all 
events.  On  the  8th  of  February  they  were  {>erceived  to  be  un- 
der faiU  the  French  admiral,  De  Court,  having  hoifted  his  flag 
on  board  the  TtrriUe.  Admiral  Mathews  immediately  made  a 
fignal  foi^  unmooring,  and  the  Britiai  fleet  got  under  way  on 
the  9th,  with  all  poflible  expedition  \  During  this  and  the  fol- 
lowing day,  thefe  two  tremendous  fleets  continued  manoeuvring 
in  fight  of  each  other,  apparently  endeavouring^  like  two  land 
armies^  to  gain  the  advantage  of  iituation*  It  Was  very  evident 
that  the  French  admiral  had  no  great  inclination  to  £ght|  and 
his  fliips  failed  fo  well  that  he  might  eaiily  have  eftaped ;  but 
the  Spaniards^  either  from  want  of  flcill  or  want  of  hand^,  pro^ 
ceeded  fo  tardily^  that  it  was  impofiible  to  bring  them  off. 

On  the  I  itb,  at  break  of  day,  the  two  fleets  were  at  d  great- 
er diftance  than  on  the  preceding  dsiy,  and  admiral  Mathews 
had  the  mortification  to  find  filr.  Leftock's  divifibn  tonfiderably 
adem.  He  now  imagined  that  Dc  Court's  intention  was  to 
—  draw  him  towards  theStreights,  in  exne£kation  of  a  reinforcement 
from  Bred ;  he  therefore  determined  to  engage  the  enemy  ^s 
foon  as  poflible,  notwithftanding  the  irregularity  of  his  line, 
his  van  and  rear  being  at  two  great  a  diftance  from  the  cehtre. 
Accordingly,  at  half  pail  eleven^  admiral  Mathews  made  the 
flgnal  to  engage ;  which  fignal  Leflock  did  not  think  proper  to 
repeat.  Indeed  he  was,  at  tliis  time,  fo  far  aftern,  that  he  had 
no  eriemy  to  engage.  Admiral  Mathews,  with  the  centre  of 
the  Englifli,  was  oppofite  to  the  enemy's  rear,  conCiting  of  the 
Spanifli  fquadrou ;  and  rear-admiral  Rowley,  who  commanded 
the  van,  was  abrcaft  of  the  enemy's  centre.  Thus  were  the 
two  fleets  fituated  when  admiral  Mathews  hoifled  the  fignal  for 
engaging.  Himfelf  in  the  Namur,  and  captain  Cornwall  in  the 
Marlborough,  bore  down  upon  the  Spaniih  admiral  and  the 

^  $tz  the  Appendix,  N^.  3, 
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i&bella)  and  began  the  attack  about  half  paft  one  o'clock.  At  A.  D. 
the  fiime  time  captain  Forbes  in  the  Norfolk  engaged  the  Con*  I744* 
fiaot^  and  the  Princefla)  Somerfeti  Bedford,  Dragon  and  King. 
Aon  fired  at  the  Poder.  About  two  o'clock,  rear-admiral 
Rowley  in  the  Barfleurj  and  captain  Ofborne  in  the  Caroline, 
came  up  with  the  French  admiral  and  the  Ferme,  and  engaged 
them  fome  time.  The  briave  captain  Cornwall  loft  both  his  legs 
by  one  fliot,  and  was  afterwards  killed  by  the  fall  of  a  mail 
which  wa^  (hot  by  the  board.  The  Norfolk  obliged  the  Con- 
ftant  to  quit  the  line.  Meanwhile  the  PrinceiTa  and  Somerfet 
"were  difabled  by  the  Poder ;  but  ihe  being  afterwards  engaged 
by  captaiil  Uawke,  in  the  Berwick^  was  difmafted  and  obliged 
to  ftrike. 

This  irtegular  and  partial  confi!£l  continued  till  night,  when 
the  French  admiral,  having  colle£ked  his  fcattered  fleet,  bore 
away.  The  Britiih  fleet  purfued  them  all  tlie  next  day ;  but  on 
the  I3tb^  though  they  were  yet  in  fight>  admiral  Mathews,  be- 
ing apprebenfive  that  they  intended  to  decoy  him  from  the  coaft 
of  Italy,  made  a  fignal  to  difcontinue  the  chace.  The  French 
fquadron  put  into  Alicant  on  the  i6tb,  and  the  Spaniards  into 
Canhagena  on  the  day  following.  I'he  Britifh  fleet,  having 
fpent  fome  dayS|  to  no  purpofe,  in  looking  out  for  the  enemy, 
and  afterwards  in  vainly  attempting  to  regain  their  former  fla- 
tion  off"  Toulon,  were  at  length  obliged,  by  contrary  winds,  to 
bear  away  for  the  ifland  of  Minorca. 

Thus  ended,  chiefly  in  fmoke,  this  memorable  battle,  which 
feemed  to  threaten  a  mod  tremendous  canfli£l,  and  which,  from 
the  fuperiority  of  the  Britifli  fleet,  ought  to  have  annihilated  ^^ 

the  naval  power  of  France  and  Spain.     How  it  happened  that  (0 

fo  many  of  our  captains  were  on  that  Azj  fafcinatedi  I  know 
not ;  it  is  however  very  certain,  that  few  of  them  were  fairly 
engaged.  Admiral  Mathews  was  fo  diiTatisfled  with  Leflock's 
condud,  that  be  fufpended  him  from  his  command  and  fent  him 
to  England.  That  Lellock  did  not  fight  is  mod  certain.  He 
faid  in  his  defence,  that  be  could  not  have  engiiged  withoiit 
breaking  the  line,  which  he  was  not  authorized  to  do,  becaufe, 
though  the  fignal  for  engaging  was  made,  yet  that  for  the  line 
of  battle  wasftill  abroad.  That  Mathews  might  be  guilty  of 
inattention  in  this  particular  without  any  impeachment  of  his 
.     Vol.  IV.  G  abilities 
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D.  A.  abilhM  as  a  naval  commander  may  furely  be  admitted,  whM  we 
}  744.  coniider  him  beiring  down  upon  the  enemy  and  preparing  to 
engage }  but  it  was  an  excafe  for  declining  an  attack  whicb  an 
honed  and  brave  man  would  never  have  pleaded*  The  mi^or^ 
tune  originated  in  a  continued  mrfunderftanding  between  Ma«> 
thews  and  Leflock  ^  the  htter  of  whom  facrificed  hts  own  reptt« 
Cation  to  the  hope  of  ruining  the  former*  In  that  hope  he  waft 
but  too  fuccefsful ;  for,  by  the  fentence  of  a  coort-martkil  in 
England,  admiral  Mathews  was  difmified,  and  rendered  inca- 
pable of  ferving  the  king )  Leftock  was  honourably  acquitted. 
The  people  of  England  were  however  of  a  very  different  opi- 
nion from  the  court,  and  pofterity  will  do  juftke  to  both  com-' 

/  ^ ;        manders*     Mathews  was  doubtlcfe  a  brave  and  an  honeft  man ; 

\S^  Leftock  was  an  artful,  vindi£kivc  difciplinarian.  Whether  he  wa^ 
really  a  coward,  cannot  be  pofitively  determined ;  but  if  be  wa§ 
not  deficient  in  courage,  he  apparently  wanted  both  honour  and 
honefly.  As  fecond'  in  command,  be  had  no  bufinefs  with  the 
propriety  or  impropriety  of  orders.  The  laft  order,  or  (ignal, 
like  a  lad  will  and  teftament,  fuperfedes  all  the  preceding  fig^ 
nals,  and  ought  to  be  immediately  obeyed,  regardleft  of  any^ 
apparent  impropriety  or  abfurdiry.  Every  individual*  in  a  fleet 
or  army,  e:icept  the  commander  in  chief,  is  a  mere  machine  > 
whofe  bufinefe  it  is  to  estecute,  not  to  reafon.  The  fignal  for  the 
line  of  battle  being  abroad,  when  that  for  engaging  was  hoift- 
ed,  was  a  pitiful  excufe  for  n<>t  fighting.  Lcftock  evidently 
faw,  that  the  enemy  was  in  our  power,  and  though  the  admi- 
ral's lignals  might  feem  fomewhat  inconfiftent,-  his  intentions 
were  not  equivocal.  Mathews  might  want  head  :  Lcftock  cer-f 
tainly  wanted  heart.  The  one  might  deferve  cenfure ;  the  othet 
ought  to  have  bceti  fliot.  By  what  extraordinary  evidence,  or 
other  inftigation,  the  members  of  the  courts^^martial  who  deter- 
mined the  fate  of  thefe  admiral,  were  influenced,  I  know  not; 
but  their  fentence  muil  for  ever  remain  a  blot  in  the  annals  of 
this  country. 

The  few  naval  commanders  who  diftlnguiOied  themfelves  ii^ 
this  Ikirmifli  (for  it  hardly  deferves  the  name  of  a  battle)  were, 
the  admirals  Mathews  and  Rowley,  the  captains  Cornwall, 
Forbes,  Ofborne  and  Hawke.  Few  of  the  reft  were  much  en- 
gaged.   The  Spaniards  loft  but  one  fliip^  the  Poderi  and  about 

ft  thott^ 
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«  tlioufani  men  killed  and  wounded.    The  Britifh  fleet  loft  a  A.  D. 
fire-fliipi  and  in  killed  and  wounded  about  four  hundred.  ^744« 

Notwithftanding  this  nayal  engagement  in  the  Mediterranean 
with  the  conobined  fleets  of  France  and  Spain,  there  was  yet  no 
declaration  of  war  between  Qreat  Pritain  and  France^  This 
ceremony)  however,  was  at  laft  performed.  On  the  20th  of 
March,  war  was  declared  at  Paris,  and  on  the  3 ift  of  the  fame 
month,  at  London.  The  navy  of  France  coniiiled,  at  this  time, 
of  forty^Gve  (hips  of  ^he  line,  iixty-feEen  frigates  and  fifty-£vc 
gallies :  that  of  England  of  ninety  (hips  of  the  line,  eighty-four 
frigates  and  ^fty  other  veflels ;  in  all  two  hundred  and  twentyr 
four  fliips  of  war.  On  the  23d  of  June  the  following  promo- 
tions were  made  in  the  navy :  Nicholas  Haddock,  £f(^;  and  Sir 
Chaloner  Ogle,  appointed  admirals  of  the  blue;  James  Stuart* 
Efq;  and  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  vice-admirals  of  the  red;  Thomas 
Davers,  Efq;  and  the  honourable  George  Clinton,  vibe-admirals 
of  the  white;  William  Rowley  and  William  Martin,  Efqrs; 
vice-admirak  of  the  blue ;  Ifaac  Townfend,  Efq;  rear-admiral 
of  the  red ;  Henry  Medley,  ^(q\  rear-admiral  of  the  white ; 
George  Anfon,  Efq;  rear-admiral  of  the  blue. 

The  firft  fleet  which  failed  from  England  after  the  declaration 
of  war  with  Franpe,  was  commanded  by  Sir  Charles  Hardy;  it, 
confided  of  eleven  (hips  of  the  line.  He  failed  from  St.  Hclen'^ 
on  the  18th  of  April,  with  a  number  of  ftore-ihips  under  his 
convoy  for  the  relief  of  the  Mediterranean  fleet,  which  was  ia 
great  want  of  (lores  and  providons.  Having  put  into  the  port 
of  Lifl>on,  asd  being  there  detained  by  contrary  winds,  the 
French  miniftry,  acquainted  with  his  deftination,  fent  immediate 
orders  for  the  Breft  fquadron,  of  fourteen  fail  of  the  line,  to 
block  htm  ap.  This  fcrvice  was  effe£lually  performed,  and  Sif 
Charles  remained  in  the  Tagus. 

On  the  6th  of  July  the  Britilh  navy  was  reinforced  by  the  ar- 
rival of  twenty  Dutch  men  of  war  at  Portfmouth,  under  the 
command  of  admiral  Bachered.  On  the  15th  they  were  join- 
ed by  admiral  Balchcn  with  fourteen  fail  of  the  line '.    Thi^ 

united 

»  BxiTisH  DivTsioM.-— .Sir  John  Balchbn  ftdmiral. 
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A.  D.  united  fleet  failed  from  Spithead  on  the  7th  of  Auguft,  to  the 
1 744*  relief  of  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  and  on  the  f  th  of  September  came 
%q  an  anchor  off  the  rock  of  Li(bon.  The  French  admiral  ba- 
ling had  previous  intelligence  of  fialchen*8  approach,  quitted 
his  ftation.  Sir  Charles  Hardvi  with  his  convoy,  joined  the 
fleet,  which  immediately  proceeded  to  Gibraltar,  and,  having 
reinforced  the  garrifon,  returned  in  fearch  of  the  Breft  fqua« 
dron.  But  Mr.  Rochambault,  tb^  French  admiral,  wa$,  by  this 
time,  fafe  in  the  barbour  of  Cadiz.  Sir  John  Balchen  entered 
the  bay  of  Bifcay,  in  his  return  to  England,  on  the  ^ 30th  of 
September,  and,  on  the  3d  of  OAober,  his  whole  fleet  was 
difperfed  by  a  violent  ftorm.  Several  of  the  fliips  fuflFered  con- 
ftderably,  particularly  (he  Exeter  and  the  Duke,  the  firft  of 
which  loft  her  main  and  mizen  mafts,  and  was  under  the  neccC- 
flty  of  throwing  twelve  of  her  guns  overboard  j  and  the  latter 
had  all  her  fails  torn  to  pieces,  and  ten  feet  water  in  her  hold. 
The  whole  fleet,  however,  except  the  admiral,  arrived  at  St* 
Helen's  on  the  iqth  of  0£lober.  The  Viftory  was  feparatcd 
from  the  ref^  of  the  fleet  on  ^he  4th,  after  which  fbc  was  never 
feen  or  heard  of  more.  It  is  generally  fuppofed  that  (he  ftruck 
upon  a  ridge  of  rocks,  called  the  CaOcets,  near  Aldemey,  as 
repeated  iignals  of  dillrefs  were  hear.d  by  the  inhabitants  of  th^ 
ifland ;  but  it  blew  fo  violently  tba;  it  was  impoflible  to  give  her 
any  afliftance.  Thus  periQied  the  fineft  firft-rate  man  of  wsir 
in  the  world,  one  of  the  beft  admirals  in  the  Britifli  fervtce, 
eleven  hundred  failors,  and  a  conGderable  number  of  volunteers^ 
many  of  whom  were  of  families  of  dinindion. 

Having  now  concluded  the  naval  tranfa^lions  in  Europe  du- 
ring the  year  1 744,  we  direct  our  inquiries  tQwards  America^ 
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iivhere  wc  left  Sir  Chaloncr  Ogle  with  the  Britifli  fleet  in  the  A.  D. 
harbour  of  Port- Royal  in  Jaoiaica,  and  admiral  de  Torres,  ^744* 
with  that  of  Spain,  at  the  Havannah.  In  thefe  refpedive  Situa- 
tions they  both  remained,  not  othciwife  employed  than  in  fend- 
ing out  cruizers  to  interrupt  the  trade  of  each  nation  ;  till,  on 
the  4th  of  November,  de  Torres,  with  five  men  of  war  and 
as  many  galleons,  richly  laden,  failed  for  Europe,  and  arrived 
fafc  at  Corunna  on  the  29th  of  December.  Thefe  galleons 
brought  a  treafure  of  fifteen  millions  of  piadres. 

During  this  year  the  navy  of  England  fuflained  fome  con& 
derable  loiTes.  I  have  before  mentioned  the  fate  of  the  unfor* 
tUQate  Victory.  On  the  4th  of  June  the  Northumberland,  a 
fiew  (hip  of  70.  guns  and  480  men,  commanded  by  captain 
Watfon,  cruizing  in  the  channel,  fell  in  with  three  French  men 
pf  war,  vigi*  the  Mars  of  6$  guns  and  580  men,  commanded 
by  Moqf.  de  Ferrier;  the  Conflanc  of  60  guns  and  480  men, 
commanded  by  Monf.  Qonflans ;  and  the  Venus  of  26  guns 
and  250  men,  commanded  by  Monf.  de  Dacher,  The  North- 
umberland fuftained  this  very  unequal  conflict  for  three  hours, 
With  amassing  a^lvity  and  refolution ;  till,  unfortunately,  captain 
Watfon  was  mortally  wounded  :  fbe  then  ftruck  her  colours  by 
^deir  of  the  mafter,  who  was  therefore  afterwards  fentenced  by 
a  court-martial,  to  fpend  the  remainder  of  his  life  in<he  Mar« 
ihalfea  pnfon.  The  French  fhips  loft  1 30  men  in  the  engagement, 
and  their  rigging  was  lb  (hattered,  that  they  intended  to  (lieer 
off  as  foon  as  it  was  dark^  They  carried  the  Northumberland 
in  great  triumph  into  Breft,  where  captain  Watfon  died.  The 
Seaford,  captain  Pie,  the  Solebay,  captain  Bury,  both  of  20 
guns,  and  the  Grampus  floop,  were  likewife  taken  by  part  of 
the  Breft  fquadron  in  the  courfe  of  this  year. 

Before  I  conclude  the  naval  hiftory  of  the  year  1744)  it  is 
neceiTary  to  turn  our  eyes,  for  a  moment,  towards  the  £aft 
Indies.  In  confequence  of  an  application  to  the  lords  of  the  ad- 
miralty, from  the  Eaft  India  company,  commodore  Barnet,  with 
four  men  of  war  ^,  failed  from  Poxtfmouth  on  the  5  th  of  May, 
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A.  D«  and)  after  his  arrival  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  took  a  French  fifty* 

'  744*  gun  (hipi  and  three  rich  prizes. 

At  the  clofe  of  this  year  it  appeared  >,  that,  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  the  Spaniards  had  taken  786  Britifli 
veiTels,  which  were  valued  at  2,751,0001. ;  and  the  Britifli  ef- 
fe&s  feized  in  Spain  on  the  declaration  of  war,  were  eftimated 
at  50,000 1.  On  the  other  band,  the  number  of  Spanifli  ihips 
taken  by  pur  men  of  war  and  privateers  amounted  to  850,  fup- 
pofed  to  be  worth  29550,000 1.  To  this  if  we  add  2,181,000 1. 
the  fuppofed  amount  of  the  prizes  taken,  fortifications  deilroy- 
ed,  i^c.  by  admiral  Vernon  and  Mr.  Anfon,  the  lofs  fuftained 
by  Spain  will  exceed  that  of  Great  Britain  1,930,000  L  By  a 
fimilar  eftimate  of  the  account  with  France,  there  appeared 
above  half  a  million  fterling  in  our  favour. 

1745.  NotwitbAaodtng  this  balance,  the  reader  has  doubtlefs 
been  difappointed  to  find  our  naval  hiflory  of  1 744  €0  unim- 
portant, and,  in  the  only  engagement  of  confequence,  lb  diC- 
graceful.  The  fatal  difagreement  between  Mathews  and 
Leftock  cannot  be  remembered  without  indignation ;  but  the 
ininiftry,  who  knew  their  enmity,  muft  have  forefeen,  and  were 
therefore  anfwerable  for  the  confequence.  That  miniftry  was 
now  changed.  Lord  Carteret  refigned  his  place  of  fecretary  of  ' 
ftate  to  the  earl  of  Harrington,  and  the  duke  of  Bedford  was 
appointed  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty.  Orders  were  immediate- 
ly liTued  for  every  man  of  war  in  the  fcveral  ports  to  be  fitted 
for  fervice.  Admiral  Davers  was  fent  to  prote£l  Jamaica^  the 
Mediterranean  fleet  was  reinforced  by  admiral  Medley,  ^nd  the 
coaft  of  Great  Britain  was  fecured  by  cruizers  properly  fia«> 
tioned. 

Meanwhile  a  projeft  was  formed  in  the  general  ailembly  of 
MaiTachufet  in  New  England,  to  furprize  the  city  of  Louiiburg^ 
the  capital  of  Cape  Breton,  and  to  drive  the  French  intirely 
from  that  ifland.  The  miniftry  being  made  fenfible  of  the  im- 
portance of  the  emcrprize,  ordered  commodore  Warren  to  quit 
his  flation  at  the  Leeward  lilands,  and  join  the  American  expe- 
dition. This  armament  was  raifed  with  fo  much  fecrecy  and 
difpatch,  that  an  army  of  3850  volunteers^  under  the  command 

»  Rojt'i  hiftory,  vol.  iii.  p.  4^0^ 
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of  William  Pcppcrd,  Efq;  was  ready  to  crtibark  at  Bofton  be-  A.  D; 
fore  the  French  government  were  apprized  of  their  intention.  1 745« 
They  arrived  at  Canfo  in  Nova  Scotia,  under  the  convoy  of  ten 
American  privateers,  on  the  ad  of  April,  aAd  on  the  25th  were 
joined  by  commodore  Warren  in  the  Superbe  of  60  guns,  at- 
tended by  the  Lancefton,  the  Eltham,  and  tlie  Mermaid,  of 
40  gUns  each.  Canfo  is  within  fight  of  Cape  Breton^  and  yet 
the  inhabitants  of  that  ifland  were  hitherto  totally  ignorant  of 
their  danger,  till,  on  the  30th  of  April,  they  beheld  this  hoftile 
licet  come  to  an  anchor  in  Gabarus  bay,  about  a  league  from 
Lottifburg.  The  governor  immediately  fent  a  detachment  of  a 
hundred  men  to  oppofe  the  landing  of  the  American  troops } 
but  the  French  were  fbon  obliged  to  retire  in  confufion,  and 
the  invaders  difembarked  without  the  lofs  of  a  fingle  man^ 
Genefal  Pepperel  immediately  inveijbed  Louiiburg^  whilft  Mr^ 
Warren  blocked  up  the  harbour,  convoyed  feveral  vefiels  with 
(lores  and  provifions  from  Bodon,  and  intercepted  a  French 
man  of  war  of  44  guns^  and  other  ifaips  intended  to  relieve  the 
city.  Meanwhile  he  was  joined  by  the  Canterbury,  the  Sun* 
derland,  and  the  Chefter ;  the  two  firft  of  iixty  guns^  and  the; 
laft  a  fifty-gun  (hip,  and  on  the  i  ith  of  June  the  Priocefs  Mary^ 
.  the  HeAor,  and  the  Lark,  were  alfo  added  to  his  fleer*  Ob  . 
the  15th  of  June  Monf.  Chambon,  the, governor  of  Loui£burg« 
fent  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  ^ritifli  camp,  and  the  ifland  of  Cape 
Breton  was  furrendered  to  his  Britannic  majeftyi 

It  is  impoflible  to  confider,  without  aftonilhment,  the  rapid 
fuccefs  of  this  handful  of  undifciplined  Northern  Americans, 
Againft  a  city  regularly  fortified,  with  feveral  very  fo^midaUc 
batteries,  and  defended  by  twelve  hundred  regular  troops,  and 
ikilfiil  engineers.  But  the  a£livity  and  rcfotution  of  the  befieg* 
erswas  fucli,  that  fkill  and  difcipline  fled  before  them  like  chaiF 
before  the  wind.  Can  thefe  Americans  be  a  race  of  cowards  / 
Are  thefe  a  people  to  be  bullied  into  obedience  ?  Will  the  fee^ 
bic  attempts  of  a  general  Wentworth  in  the  Weft  Indies  bear  any 
comparifon  with  the  conquefl  of  Louifburg  ?  It  was  indeed  a 
very  important  conqueft,  as  it  difpofieflcd  the  French  of  the 
fiihery  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland^  and  deprived  them  of 
their  only  feaport  in  North  Amerka. 

After 
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A.D.  After  the  departure  of  commodore  Warren  for  Ndrth 
^745-  Americai  the  Weft  India  iflands  were  left  in  a  great  mea&re 
defenceleffi.  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle  haviDg  returned  to  England  with 
fix  men  of  war.  For  this  reafon,  vice-admiral  Townfend  was 
ordered  from  the  Mediterranean  to  the  Weft  Indies^  with  a 
fquadron  of  eight  (hips*.  He  failed  from  Gibraltar  oh  the  2d 
of  Auguft,  and  arrived  off  Martinico  on  the  3d  of  0£tober, 
when  he  was  joined  hj  the  Pembroke  of  60  guns^  and  the 
Woolwich  of  50.  Admiral  Townfend  having  had  information 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Martinico  were  in  great  diftrefs  for  pro- 
vifions^  determined  to  remain  upon  this  ftation  in  order  to  pre- 
vent their  receiving  any  fupplies  from  France:  for  though  it  be 
a  maxim  of  honourable  war,  among  Chriftian  princes,  not  to 
murder  fuch  of  each  other's  fybjcds  as  do  not  bear  arms,  it  is 
neverthelefs  univerfally  allowable  to  deftpoy  by  hunger  as  many 
peaceable  men,  women  and  children  as  they  can.  Gofpel  and 
political  Chriftianity  are  very  different  religions. 

On  the  3  tft  of  OAobcr  admiral  Townfend  difcovered  a  fleet 
of  forty  fail  of  French  ihips  turning  the  fouthern  extremity  of 
Martinico^  It  proved  to  be  a  fleet  of  merchant-^men  and  ftore- 
^ips  fcnt  to  the  relief  of  the  French  Weft  India  iflands,  under 
convoy  of  four  men  of  war,  commanded  by  commodore 
M^Namarra ;  who,  perceiving  the  fuperiority  of  his  enemy^ 
faved  himfclf  by  running 'undci-  the  guns  of  Fort-Royal.  The 
other  three  men  of  war  alfo  cfcapcd  5  but  near  thirty  of  the 
other  veflels  were  either  taken,  burnt,  funk,  or  drove  on  fliore. 
The  admiral  likewife  took  a  large  privateer  and  three  Dutch. 
vcffcls  bound  from  St.  Eullatia  to  Martinico  with  provifions,  by 
Ivhich  he  had  the  hafpinefs  of  compleating  the  famine  on  that 
ifland  fo  intirely,  that  many  thpufand  nfegrocs  and  other  inhabi- 
tants pcrilhcd  of  htingcr.  Exploits  of  this  nature  muft  aflbrd 
infinite  fatisfa£lion  on  rcfledlion ;  cfpecially  when  they  contribute 
nothing  either  to  the  glory  or  emolument  of  the  ftate  ! 
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Such  were  our  naval  exploits  io  the  Weil  ladies  in  the  yeso*  A.  Q. 
>745»  exclufive  of  iooie  vsjuable  prizes  taj^en  by  our  meo  pf  ^745* 
war  and  priTateers^  the  moft  confiderable  of  which  were»  ibe 
Marquis  d'Antin.and  the  Lewis  Erafinus^  wqrth  7o»ooo  1.  ca* 
ken  by  the  Prince  Frederic  and  the  Duke  priyatcers.  In  the 
couHe  of  this  year  the  SrtuOi  navy  iufioFed  ^be  JoTs  of  one 
iloop  only,  which  was  taken  and  carried  into  Mgrtinico  $  whilft 
the  Britifli  jcruieors,  in  that  part  of  the  worlds  made  Cd  turas 
of  fire  French  andiwo  Spanish  men  .of  war. 

In  Europe  nothing  material  happened  to  grace  our  annak. 
Admiral  Martiii  commanded  a  fquadron  in  the  Channel,  attend»- 
ing  the  motions  of  the  Breft  fleet*  iUar-admiral  Medley  failed 
from  Spithead^  with  feven  men  of  war,  in  order  to  reinforce 
admbral  Rowley,  who  now  commanded  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  arrived  at  Minorca  oa  the  loth  of  April,  Thus  4lrengthr 
ened,  the  vice-admiral  poceeded^  with  twenty^our  fliips  of  the 
line,  to  block  up  the  Spanilh  fleet  at  Carchageoa,  which  hf 
thereby  preventod  either  &om  .tranfporting  troops  to  Italy  or 
irom  joining  the  French  fquadron  at  fireft.  The  republic  of 
Genoa  having  declared  againft  the  queen  of  Hungary,  admiral 
Rowley  detached  a  pact  of  his  fleet,  under  the  command  of 
commodore  Cooper,  to  bombard  the  towns  upon  their  coafl:^ 
ieveral  of  thefe  towns  faSered  confiderahly^  p^cularly  St* 
Remo,  which  he  reduced  almoft  to  aibes» 

The  year  1746  affords  not  a  fingle<evimple  of  the  naval  fur  1746* 
periority  of  Great  firitaio«  It  is  neverthelefs  neceflary,  in  or* 
ider  to  preferve  the  thread  of  our  hiftory,  to  inform  the  reader 
where  and  bow  our  Ieveral  fleets  were  employed.  Commodore 
Baroet,  who  died  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  wasfiicceeded  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  fiiuadron  by  captain  Peyton.  This  fquadron  con- 
lifted  of  fix  men  of  war^,  which  were  sow  ftationed  at  Fort 
^t.  David*     At  Fondicherry  the  French  had  eight  fliips  of 
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A.  D.  force,  tmdcr  the  cocBmaiid  of  Monf.  Boordonnais^;  Oanaof 
«7^-  dorc  Peyton,  cruiring  between  <hc  coaftof  Coromandel  and 
the  iflaftd  of  Ceylon,  on  the  25th  of  June,  fell  in  with  Bovr- 
donnats,  whofe  fqnadron  was  fenvcwbat  reduced  by  tbe  lois  of 
the  Iiifulaire.  Both  fquadfons  prepared  to  engage,  and  about 
four  in  the  afternoon  tbey  began  to  fire  upon  each  ocher.  The 
battle  lafted  till  feven,  k  being  then  af  moft  dark.  The  Englifli 
bad  14  men  killed,  and  46  wounded;  the  French  27  killed^ 
and  53  wounded*  •  Next  morning  the  two  fleets  appeared  at  99 
gteat  diftance  from  each  other ;  but  neither  of  the  commanders 
cho(e  to  renew  the  engagement.  At  four  in  tbe  eveni^ig,  Mr. 
Peyton  called  a  council  of  war,  which  determined,  as  coundls 
of  war  genendiy  do,  not  to  fight.  When  a  commander  m 
chief,  tnvefted  with  fuU  power  to  a£k  bf  bis  fole  authority,  calls 
a  council  of  war,  it  creates  a  ftrong  fafpicion,  that  he  wants  t«i 
divide  the  blame  of  an  uajuftlfiabie  adion.  The  hiftory  oC 
fuankind  affords  innumerable  examples  of  cowardice  in  coU 
It&hc  bodies,  of  which  every  individaal  would  have  been  hor- 
ridly afliamed.  The  Englifh  fquadron  proceeded  to  the  ifland 
of  Ceylon,  and  the  French  to  Pondicberry. 

Our  principal  hrftorian  of  thefe  times  <  afierts,  that  the  Britifh 
fquadron  was  fuperior  to  that  of  the  enemy.  This,  howeven 
was  evidently  not  the  cafe  :  therefore  the  imputation  of  cowar- 
dice feems  to  fall  more  particularly  on  the  French  commodore. 
But  Monf.  Bourdonnais  had  a  greater  obje6k  in  view.  The 
redufUon  of  Madrks prosiifed  abetter  harveft  tfhan  d^abKng 
a  few  men  of  wan  He  appeared  before  that  fettleroent  on  the 
1 8th  of  Auguft,  and  fired  upon  one  of  the  (hips  belonging  to 
the  Engltfli  Eaft  India  company,  chiefly  with  a  de%n  to  try 
whether  Mr.  Peyton  meant  to  defend  the  place.  0>or  Sraw^ 
commodore,  for  reafon&  beft  known  to  himfdf,  as  foon  as  he 
was  informed  of  this  infult,  and  confequently  of  the  danger  of 
Madras,  immediately  difappeared,  and  failed  the  Lord  knows 
whither.    Monf.  .Bourdonnais^  with  his  whole  fquadron^  ^ e- 
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turned  to  Madras  oo  the  jdof  Scptember>  and  m  a  (hort  iimie  A.  D« 
made  himfi^  mafter  of  that  impertant  place.     He  would  pro**  1746. 
baldjr  have  faccecded  in  the  redodioii  of  every  other  BriciOi 
fettlement  oa  that  coaft>  if  he  had  not  been  prevented  by  a 
violent  ftoriD)  which  dif^bkd  a  coofideraUe  part  of  his  fleetr 

In  £ttrof  e,  great  defigi»  were  formed  in  the  refpedlive  cabt* 
nets  of  £ngtand  and  France  againft  each  other'a  fet dements  in 
North  America.  The  French  defermiiied  to  retake  Loaifbourg^ 
and  alfo  to  farprize  Annapolis-Royal  in  Nova  Scotia.    The 
£ngli{h»  on  the  other  hdnd»  (daoaed  the  reduflion  of  Quebec* 
Both  kingdonis  were  difa|^nted'  in  their  expe£tatioo&    The 
French  fleets  confifling  of  eleven  fhipa  of  the  line,  three  fri- 
gates, three  fire^fhipSy  and  two  bombs^  came  out  of  Breft  on 
the  7  th  of  May,  bnt  was  prevented,  by  contrary  wind8»  from 
proceeding  00  the  voyage  till  the  aad  of-  June.    This  fieet^ 
which,*  with  privateers  and  tranfporta,  made  in  all  ninety-feveB 
fail,  was  commanded  by  the  duke  d' Anville.   He  had  on  board 
3500  land  forces,  tinder  t&e  command  of  brigadier-gcnersd 
JonqoieKe.  They  did  ifot  make  the  coaft  of  Acadia  till  the  loth 
of  September,  and  on  the  13th  a  ftorm  arofe,  which,  continu- 
ing fome  days,  difph-fed  the  fleet,  and  deftroyed  feveral  of  the 
trasfports  ;  fo  that,  on  the  a7fh,  they  muftered  at  Chiboflou, 
their  place  of  rendezvous,  no  more  than  feven  {hips  of  the 
Itne^  two  frigates'i  one  firc-fhip,  one  bomb-vcfiel,  twelve  pri- 
vatsers  and  eighteen  tranfports,  in  all  fifty-fix  fail.  Whilft  they 
lay  in  the  harbour  of  Chibodou,  the  mortality  wasfo  great, 
tbtt,  in  a  (hort  fpac&of  time,  they  buried  their  commander  in 
chie^  their  jfecond  in  command,  1500  of  the  land  forces,  and 
8«o  failors.    The  number  of  their  fliips  and  of  their  men  be- 
ing thus  reduced,  they  gave  up  every  idea  of  conquefl,  and 
&iled  for  Europe  on  the  latb  of  Odober,  where  they  arrived 
without  farther  accident. 

Meanwhile  the  Britifli  miniftryi  as  I  have  faid  above,  had 
planned  an  expedition  for  the  redu£tion  of  Quebec.  For  this 
purpofe  a  confiderable  fleet  was  afiembled  at  Portfinouth,  in 
the  month  of  April,  and  feveral  regiments  were  actually  em- 
barked under  the  command  of  general  Sinclair*  The  duke  of 
Newcaflle-having  previoufly  communicated  his  intention  of  in- 
vading Canada  to  the  iliorthern  provinces  of  America^  requiring 
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A.  D.  tbeilr  affiftance,  ten  thottfand  men  wereimm^iatelf  raifedi  vaS 
i'74^«  waited  impatiently  for  the  arrsTal  of  the  Britilh  fleet.  But  fnclr 
was  the  irrefolation  of  the  miniftry  at  thia  period  of  oar  hifixM 
vy,  that  the  French  wei«  not  only  informed'  of  their  defign,  but 
had  time  to  equip  a  (quadron  fufficient  to  coontei«£l  the  entire 
projeft.  This  fquadron»  as  we  have  feen  abbTCi  fiuted  from 
Trafice  on  the  22d  of  June.  It  was  indeed  ready  to  fail  fiat 
weeks  fooner,*  but  was  detained  by  contrary  windr. 

The  BHtifh  mihiftry  haviinff  now  relinquiflied  their  defigifr 
agatnfb  Canada^  refolved  to  make  a  dbfeem  on  the  ceaft  of  Bri* 
tany,  in  France,  and  paJrtienlariy  to  deftroy  fW'/'Gricfff,  in  or- 
der to  ruin  due  French  Eafl:  India'  eompany.  Lieutenant-gtne*. 
fal  Sinclair  coaknandisd  theland'  forces,*  and  the  command  of 
the  fleet  Was  giitentid  admiral  Leftode^'thatveiy  £eftock  with* 
whofe  conduft  in  the  M^dkerraneaii  the  reader '  is  fufficientl]^ 
acquainted.  This  armament  eonfifted  of  fijiteen  flups  of  the 
line,  eight  frigates,  and  tWo^  bomb-veflelr,  bcfides  flore-^flupi 
and  tranfports,  oii  bolurd  of  whicb  were  s^cfo  regidar  troqps^ 
including  matroflcs  and  bombardiers^  After  varioiisoBaccottn- 
table  delays,  during  which<  the  French  wen  perfedUy  acquaint* 
ed  with  their  dcflinati6%  they  failed*  at  laft"  from  Plymomh 
on  the  14th  of  September,  and,:.fteering'direAly  for  the  cMtft 
of  Britany,v  came  to  an  anchor  in  Qnimperlay*bay  on  the 
r8th.  General  Sinclair,  with  the  troops  uxxlerhis  eommaidy^ 
landed  on  the  2btb  in  the  erening,- without  the  teaftmoleflatbn',' 
and  the  next  morning  took  pofleffion  of  arfmali  town  caled 
PJenlure,'  about  a'  league  frehi  FOrient,:  and  theie  fixed  hia 
bead-quarters..  On  the  aad^  the  Britifli  army  hawng  advanced 
to  a  rifing  ground  about  half  a  league  from  the  city,*  general 
Sinclair  fummoned  it  to  fbrrender;>burthe  gotemor,  not  iikiig 
the  conditions,  detemiined  to  defend  it.  On  the  2<5th  the  far- 
fiegers  opened  a  battery  of  twelve  cannon  and  a  mortar,  and 
the  next  day  began  to  throw  red-hot  balls  into- the  town,  which 
took  fire  in  feveral  parts.  During;  this  time  the  befiegcd  conti^ 
nued  to  fire  from  the  rtiroparts  with  gieat  alacrity :  nevertheleiH* 
their  fortifications  were  in  fuch  bad  condition,  that  on  the  27th 
they  had  refolvgd  to  beat  a  parley;  when,  to  their  infinite  fur- 
prize  and  joy,  the  firing  of  the  befiegers  ceafed.  General  Shi- 
dair  and  his  army  retreated  to  their  camp,  leaving  bdiind  them 
four  pieces  of  cannonj  the  mortar,  and  a  confiderable  quantity^ 
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df  ammtinitton,  and  on  the  28tfa  reimbarked  without  molefta-  A.  D. 
tion.    Their  lofs  during  the  fiege  amounted,  in  killed  and  i74<^ 
irounded^  to  eighty  men*    Why  the  Brittfli  general  fled,  with 
to  much  precipitation,  from  the  arms  of  viAory,  is  difficult  to 
imagme,  unlefs  he  was  diTcouraged  on  finding  the  enterprize 
not  feconded  by  the  udmiral^  who,  according  to  the  original 
plan,  was  to  hate  brought  his  (hips  to  hear  upon  the  town. 
Mr.  Leftockfaid,  in  bis  defence,  that  the  enemy  had  rendered 
his  entrance  into  the  harbour  of  Port,  I'Orient  tmpra£licable. 
ProbaUy  the  fignab  -for  advancing,  as  with  Mathews  in  the 
Mediterranean,  were  not  made  in  due  form.     But  the  cauie  of 
their  mifcarriage  feems  to  have  originated  in  not  landing  the 
troops  immediately,  and  ftorming  the  town  without  the  lofs  of 
a  moment.  When  the  Britifb  fleet  came  to  an  anchor,  the  gar- 
rifon  of  Port  TOrient  was  very  weak,  and  few  of  their  guns 
%ere  mounted  on  the  ramparts.     Some  of  onr  fiibfequent  at- 
tempts on  the  coaft  of  France  have  been  fniftrated  by  the  fame  / 
caufe.    The  principal  damage  done  to  the  enemy  in  this  expo> 
dition  was  the  deftra£tion  of  the  Ardent,  a  fiitty-'four  gun  ihip, 
by  the  Exeter,  who,  after  an  obftinate  engagement,  ran  her  on 
fhore,  and  afterwards  fct  her  on  fire.     Admiral  Leflock,  with 
bis  entire  f<|uadiony  left  the  coaft  of  France  on  the  Sth  of  Oc* 
tober,  and  returned  to  England,,  without  having  in  any  degree 
fulfilled  riM  intentions  of  the  miniOry,  which  were,,  to  ruin  tine 
French  Eaft  India  company  by  deftroying  l^Orient,  and,  by  di- 
viding of  th;e  French  troops^  to'  facilitate  the  iavaflon  of  Pro- 
vence by  thfe  Auftrian  army  ^. 

In  the  Weil  Indies^  nothing  of  importance  was  attempted  by 
any  of  the  belligefent  powers.  We  find,  however,  upon  record 
one  naval  tranfaflion,:  which,  though  it  will  not  add  much  to 
our  national  renown,  ought  ncverchekfs  to  be  remembered  in 
tertorem.  Vice-admiral  Davers,:  who  commanded  on  the  Ja- 
maica Cation,  having  i^eceived  intelligence  that  Monf.  Conflan^^ 
With  four  meA  of  wars  and  ninety  merchantmen,  from  France, 

^  The  tftl«brated  David  Hume  attended  general  Sindtir^  M  bif  Ifecfsciry,  mi 
fkis  expedicioo. 
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A.  D.  was  bonrlf  expeOed  at  Martintco^  detached  conunodore  Mk- 
1 74^  chel  with  Rvt  men  of  war  and  a  ileop  ^  to  int€arcet»t  kim.  He 
fell  in  with  the  French  fleet  on  the  3d  cf  Augitft,  and  at  fetoi 
in  the  evening  was  about  a  league  to  windward  of  them,  when, 
inftead  of  engaging  the  enemy,  he  made  a  fignal  to  fpeak  with 
the  captains  of  bis  fqnadron,  a  majority  of  whom  were  of  opi- 
jiion,  that  it  were  beft  to  defer  the  battle  till  next  morotog. 
Tbefe  councils  of  war^  as  I  have  before  obferved,  feidotn  fore^ 
bode  much  hcroiim.  When  a  man  calls  his  friends  about  biin, 
to  aflc  them  whether  he  fhall  fight  to-day  or  to-morrow,  there 
is  great  Tcafon  to  bcltere  that  be  had  rather  uoc  fight  at  atL 
Howerery  general  orders  were  given  to  keep  the  enemy  in  ^bt, 
snd  to  engage  as  ibon  as  day4tght  ihouLi  appear.  But  tke 
French  merchant  vefTds,  being  fo  uupolite  as  not  to  watt  to  be 
taken  by  the  Englilh,  all  efcaped ;  and  MonC  Conflansi  after 
exchanghig  a  few  (hot  with  the  Britifh  fquadron,  followed  hh 
convoy.  Mr.  Mitchel's  caution  was  fo  great,  that  when  night 
came  on  he  ordered  his  (hips  to  carry  no  lights,  left  the  French 
ihould  be  forude  as  to  give  him  chace.  Monf.  Conflans,  in  his 
return  to  Europe,  fell  in  with  an  Engliih  fleet  from  the  Leeward 
iflands,  under  the  convoy  of  the  Woc^wich  and  Severn,  of  50 
guns  each,  the  latter  of  lirhicb,  after  two  hburs  engagement, 
he  took  and  carried  into  fireft.  Mitchel,  being  afterwards  tried 
by  a  court-martial,  w$ts  fined  five  years  pay,  and  rendered  in- 
capable of  future  fcrviee. 

The  Britifh  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean  was  this  year  com- 
manded by  vice-admifal  Medley,  whofe  principal  tranfa^on 
was  the  afTiftance  which  he  gave  to  the  Auflrian  general  at  the 
fiege  of  Antibes.  Admiral  Martin,  who  commanded  in  the 
channel,  was  in  the  month  of  July  fucceeded  by  admiral  Anfon, 
who  was  appointed  vice*admiral  of  the  blue. 

The  French,  in  the  courfc  of  thfs  year,  took  from  the  Eng- 
liih one  man  of  war  of  60  guns,  two  floops,  nine  privateers, 
one  Eaft  Indiaman,  and  466  merchant- vcflels.  The  Spaniards 
took  183  BriiiQi  fhips.     The  Britifli  men  of  war  and  privateers 
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took  from  die  Spaniax^dte  cwcnty^wo  privateort,  ten  regiftcT^  A.  D. 
Qiipsi  aad  cighty*cigbt  mercbantmen.    From  the  French  we  1746. 
took  jfeven  mes  of  ifar»  ninety-onc  priTateeres,  arvi  312  mcr* 
chaot-veffda. 

TheFxeach  tmnitryt  notwitbft^ia|;  their  late  dUappomtr  1747. 
ment  in  North  Afiicrica»  were  detenx^med  to  increafe  their 
force  ip  Canada,  and,  with  the  afliilance  of  Cafiadiaos  fad  Ii^- 
dians,  to  extend  their  territories  by  encroachmeota  on  the 
neighbouring  provinces  belonging  to  Qreat  Britain.  At  the 
fane  tsine  they  fenned  a  deiign  againft  fime  of  our  fettiementf 
b  the  Ball  Indies.  For  thefe  purpcrfes,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
yeaf  1747,  a  opniiderahk  anoamentwaa  prep««d  at  Breft^ 
the  fqnadroo  deftined  tat  Americai  under  ^e  command  oC 
Motif.  Jonquiere,  and  that  for  the  Eaft  Indies,  commanded  by 
Mon(I  de  St.  George.  For  greater  fecurity,  thefe  two  flcctsf 
were  to  fail  at  the  fame  time. 

The  Britifh  miniftry^  being inforined  of  theib-ength  and  de- 
Aination  of  this  fquadron,  lent  a  fuperior  fleet  to  the  coad  of 
Frapce,  commanded  by  vice-admiral  ^n(bn.  He  failed  from 
Plyrpouth  on  the  9th  of  Apri],  and,  -cruizing  off  Cape  Fini- 
ftcrre,  on  the  3d  ot  May  fell  m  with  the  French  fleet,  confid- 
ing of  thirty-eight  fail,  nine  of  which  ibortenpd  fail  and  prepa- 
red to  engage,  wbilQ  the  reft  bore  away  with  all  the  fail  (hey 
could  make.  Admiral  Anfon  firft  foraged  his  fquadron  in  line  of 
battle  ;  but,  perceiving  the  enemy  begin  to  flieef  oS^i  he  made 
a  fignal  for  his  whole  fleet  to  g^ve  chace,  and  engage  promifcu- 
pufly.  The  Centnrion  came  up  with  the  fternmoft  (hip  of  the 
enemy  about  four  in  the  afternoon.  She  was  followed  by  the 
Namur,  Defiance,  and  'VV'indfor,  who  were  foon  warmly  en. 
gaged  with  five  of  tlic  French  fquadron  \,  The  Centurion  had 
her  main-top-maft  ihot  away  early  in  the  aftion^  whfch  obliged 
her  to  drop  aftern  ;  but  (he  was  foon  repaired.  The  battle  now 
became  geoerali  and  the  French  maintained  this  very  unequal 
confli£t  with  great  fphrit  and  gallantry,  till  about  feven  in  the 
evening,  wiien  the  whole  fleet  ftruck  their  colours.  The  Dia- 
want  was  the  laft  French  ihip  that  fubmitted,  after  fighting  tho 
Briftol  near  three  hours*    In  juftice  to  our  enemy  it  is  neceflary 
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A.  D,  to  remember,  that  the  fquadroo  oommanded  by  admind  Anfon, 
^747*eooijfted  of  fourteen  (hips  of  thejline,  a  frigate,  a  ffloop,  azid 
'  a  fire-(hip,  with  92a  guns,  and  6260  men  on  board  ^  j  and  that 
Monf.  de  la  Jon<]uiere  had  no  more  than  five  Une^of-battls 
fliips,  and  as  many  frigates,  442  guns,  and  3 171  men  K  Ad. 
miral  Anfon  in  the  mean  time  detached  die  Monmooth,  the 
Yarmouth,  and  the  Nottingham  in  purfuit  of  the  convoy,  and 
they  returned  with  the  Vigilant  and  Modeftc  both  of  twenty- 
two  guns,  the  reft  having  made  their  efcape*  But  though  we 
acknowledge  the  grieat  fuperiority  of  the  Britifh  fquadnm,  it  is 
neccflary  to  inform  the  reader,  that  no  more  than  eight  Englifli 
ihips  were  engaged.  Captain  Grenviile,  of  the  Defiance,  a  very 
gallant  ofiBco*,  loft  his  life  in  thi$  engagement.  Our  number  of 
^ed  and  wounded  amounted  to  520 1  that  of  the  enemy  to 


Prince  Georgey 

Adminii 

Loibn.    Ci 

kptain  Bentlej, 

90g«os. 

Devonihirey 

R.  Adffi.  Witnn, 

Wed, 

6^- 

Kamur. 

-1. 

. 

—  Bofcawen, 

74. 

Monmouth, 

-. 

— 

«4 

Prii^e  Frc  'eric. 

•» 

«— 

»J..rnt, 

H 

Yarmouth, 

•^ 

— 

6* 

Princefi  Uuifa 

'T- 

r— 

Watfon, 

60 

DcfiaDCe, 

— 

— 

CO 

Kottingbam, 

». 

•— 

60 

Ptmbtcke, 

*— 

•- 

(0 

Windfor, 

•^ 

— 

60 

Csotorion, 

— 

m^ 

50 

Falkland, 

— 

— 

50 

Briftol,            — 

— . 

Hon 

,  Wro.  Mootajpic, 

50 

Ambofcade, 

-r              -■ 

— 

—  Jo.  M  >nugae, 

40 

Falcon  Shop, 

— 

— 

10 

Vulcan  fire*ihip; 

— 

— 

IFR  SKC  n 

LeSerieuv, 

—       «• 

Bif o^f.  4e  Jof^aiere, 

«6 

L*Invinctble, 

— 

— 
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700.  Captain  Bofcdwen  n^as  vounded  in,  the  (houlder  by  a  A.  D. 
iiiuiket*baU.  Monf.de  la  Jonquiere  was  alfo  wqunded  in  the -^747* 
fame  past  i  one  French  captain  was  kiiledi)  and  another  loft  a 

fcg. 

Admiral  Anibn  retttmed  to  England,  and  brought  the  cap* 
tive  fiidadron  fafe  to  an  anchor  at  Spitbead.  He  fet  out  imttie« 
diately  for  Jjondoi^  where  he  was  graciotiflj  received  by  the 
king)  and  afterwards  created  a  peer.  Rear-admiral  Warren 
was  made  knight  of  the  bath.  The  monef  takeii  on  board  of 
(he  f  rench  fleet  was  bn»tighft  tbi^ugh  the  city  of  London  in 
twenty  waggons,  and  -lodged  .in  the  bank. 

Abovt  the  middle  of  April,  captain  Fox  {n  the  Kent,  with 
ihc  Himpton-Conrti  the  Eagle,  the  Lion,  the  Chefter  and  the 
fledor)  with  two  fire-ihips,  failed  on  a  .cruize,  defigning  to 
intercept  a  fleet  of  8t.  19omingo-roen  under  the  conyoy  of  four 
French  men  of  -war*  After  cruizing  a  month  between  Uihant 
and  Cape  Finifterre,  t^tainf  ox  fell  in  with  this  French  fleet  of 
170  fail.  They  were  immediately  defertcd  by  their  men  of  wai-^ 
and  forty-fi£  of  them  were  t«lcen» 

The  Bfitifti  miniftry  having  reccrvcd  intelKgcnce,  that  nine 
French  men  of  war  of  the  line  *  had  failed  from  Brcft,  in  order 
to  convoy  a  large  fleet  of  merchant- men  to  the  Weft  Indies* 
ordered  rear*  admiral  Uawkc,  with  fourteen  men  of  war  *,  to 

iaU 

i  Ki2«  Le  Tofiant,  1H.  dc  Letenduer,  80  gaaf« 

L*  f  oirepide^  Conte  de  Vaudrcttil,  74 

JLc  Terribly  "Conte  Dogue,  74 

Le  Mor.arqac,  M.  de  Bedoycrre,  74 

he  Nepiuoe,  M.  de  FrrHiencierre,      '  70 

Le  Trident,     '  M.  Demblimont,  64 

Lc  Fougenx,  M.  Davijvneao^  64.    " 

Le  Severn,  M.  Daroiircl,  s^ 

Lc  Content,  belonging  to  fhe  Eaft  India  Compmy ,  &o 
Befidei  federal  frigates. 

London  <7azette  extraordinary,  October  26. 

«  Viz.  Devonibire,  (admiral)   •Captain  Moore,  66  gont^ 

Kent,,  ■■             FoA,  64 

Edinburgh,  .  C'ltet,  70 

YannotKh,  ■    ■         Saund^s,  64 

Princefi  LoQidi  ■     Watfon,  tf'o 

Wind/,  r,  ■             Hanway,  #0 

Lion,  I.  '         Scot,  40 

?»^.  ly.  I  .                    TUbury. 
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A.  D.  fall  immediately  in  qucft  of  them.   The  admiral,  with  the  ieel 
1747*  under  his  command,  left  Plymouth  on  the  9th  of  Auguft.    The  / 

French  fleet,  confiding  of  the  above- mentiooed  men  of  war 
and  252  merchant  vefiels,  failed  from  the  ifle  of  Aiz  on  the  « 

^th  of  OAoher,  and  on  the  14th  they  had  the  misfortune  to 
fall  in  with  the  BritiQi  fquadron.  As  foon  as  the  French  admir 
ral  became  fenfible  of  his  fituatioh,  he  n^ade  a  fignal  for  the 
trade  to  make  the  befl:  of  their  way,  with  the  CtmUnl  and  fri- 
gates, and  for  the  reft  of  his  fquadron  to  prepare  for  battle.  Ad« 
miral  Hawke  firft  made  a  ilgnal  to  form  the  line ;  but  finding 
the  French  begin  to  iheer  off,  he  ordered  his  whole  fleet  to  give 
^hacr,  and  engage  as  they  came  up  with  the  enemy.  The  Lioo 
and  the  Louifa  began  the  confliA  about  noon,  and  were  fooa 
followed  by  the  Tilbury,  the  Eagle,  the  Yarmouth,  the  Wind- 
for,  and  the  Devonfhire,  which  fliips  particularly  (harcd  the 
danger  and  confequently  the  glory  of  the  day. 

About  four  o'clock  four  of  the  French  fquadron  ftruck,  w^. 
U  Neptune^  le.  Monarqvi^  h  Fougeux^  and  the  Severn  ;  at  five 
le  Trident  followed  their  example,  and  /^  Terrible  furrendere4 
about  feven.  Be  it  however  remembered,  to  the  credit  of  their 
fcveral  commanders,  that  they  maintained  this  unequal  conflid^ 
with  great  fpirit  and  refolution,  and  that  they  did  not  fubmit 
vntil  they  were  intirdy  difabled.  T^^ir  number  of  killed  an^ 
wounded  was  about  800,  and  of  prifoners  3309  men.  M.  Fro^ 
fnentierrff  who  commanded  le  Neptune,  was  among  the  flain, 
and  their  commander  in  chief  was  wounded  in  the  leg  and  la 
the  (houlder.  The  Englifh  had  154  killed,  and  558  wounded. 
Captain  Saumarcz,  of  the  Nottingham,  was  among  the  formcn 
We  loft  no  other  officer  of  diftin£lion.  On  the  laft  day  of 
Otlober  admiral  Hawke  brought  thefe  fix  French  men  of  war 
to  Portfmouth  in  triumph,  and,  in  reward  for  his  fcrvices,  wa« 
foon  after  honoured  ivith  the  order  of  the  bath.  He  was  dif- 
iatisfied  with  the  behaviour  of  captain  Fox  in  the  engagement^ 


.Tilbury, 

Captain  Harland/ 

60  gaasy 

Nottingham, 

60 

P::fi3nce, 

60 

Eaulc, 

69 

Gloitceflcr, 

■>             Durel, 

So 

PuiiUnd, 

S^ 

JNOodon  Gazette  extraordinary,  0^:>bcr  itf. 
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'^ho  was  tiried  by  a  court-martial  and  depHv^d  of  his  command ;  A.  D. 
but  he  was  reftored  about  two  years  after.  1 74> 

Vice-admiral  Medley,  Who  commanded  a  fleet  6{  fifteen  (hips 
bf  the  line  in  the  Mediterranean,  died  there  on  the  5th  of  Au« 
guft,  and  Was  fUcceedied  by  rear-admiral  Byng,  who  continued 
to  block  u{)  the  Spanifh  fquadron  in  Carthagena,  and  to  zGt  in 
concert  with  the  Auftrian  general  on  the  coaft  of  Italy;  Reari 
admiral  Chambers  commanded  nine  men  of  war  in  the  channel^ 
and  on  the  1  ft  of  November  rear-admiral  Bofcawen  failed  for 
the  £aft  Indies  with  fix  fhips  of  the  line; 

During  this  year  the  £ngli(h  took  from  the  French  and  Spa- 
niards  644  prizes,  among  which  were  feventeen  French  and  one 
Spaoifli  men  of  war.  The  Englifh  vefiels,  including  one  nlaa 
of  war  and  a  fire-ihip,  taken  by  the  French  and  Spaniards^ 
amounted  td  551;'  The  rbyal  navy  of  Spain  was  now  reduced 
to  twenty- two  (hips  of  the  liiie,  and  that  of  France  to  thirty* 
one;  whilft  the  navy  of  Britain  amounted  to  1^  fail  of  the 
ltne»  befides  feventy-five  frigates; 

Being  arrived  at  the  laft  year  of  this  general  war,  I  (ball  i  748. 
begin  with  the  hiftory  of  our  naval  tra&fa£tiond  in  the  Weft 
Indies^  whefe  the  Britiih  fleet  was  now  commanded  by  rear- 
Idmiral  Knowles.  He  failed  from  Jamaica^  on  the  t3th  of 
February^  with  eight  fllips  of  the  line  °,  on  an  expedition  againlt 
St.  Jago  de  Cuba ;  but  being  prevented  by  contrary  \Vinds  from 
approaching  that  illand,  Port  Louis,  in  Hrfpaniola,  became  the 
objeA  of  his  hoftile  intentions,  before  which  place  he  arrived 
on  the  8th  6f  March.  Port  Louis  was  defended  by  a  ftrong 
Ibrt,  mounting  feventy-eight  guns,  with  a  garrifon  of  600  men* 
cQjpmahded  by  M.  de  Chaleaunoye.  The  admiral  began  his 
attack  immediately  on  his  arrival,  and  after  three  hours  violent 
cannonading,  fileiiced  the  fdrt^  which  furrcndercd  oil  the  follovv- 

■  T^z*  Cornwall^     (admiral)     Captain  Chadwick, 

Eiizibcth,  •— 

Canterbdry^  — ■ 

ScafTord,  — 

Warwick^  — 

Worceftcr,  — 

Oxford,  — ' 


Chadwick, 

80  gunSj 

Dtfni, 

do 

Taylor,    . 

«4 

Brodie, 

69 

Rcntonc, 

60 

Innes, 

60 

Andrews, 

60 

Toll, 

S^ 

Wcjfcl  and  Merlin  (loops. 
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A.  D.  ing  tcnnay  vm>  Tbe  gairifon  not  to  fcrve  againft  tile  Idag  oT* 
104^  Great  Britain  or  hi^  tUies  duiing  a  yPV»  that  ibej  (boukt 
march  out  with  their  arons^  \mX  vUbout  c^non,  mortars^  or 
ammunition  ;.  that  tbe  ofieerefliouU  retain  their  private  ba^afe 
and  iisrvania;  that  the  town  (hookl  be  fpared  oa  ooptain  coodi** 
tioBs  to  be  fettled  next  moriung*^  The  garrifbn  loft  t6o  mem 
killed  and  wounded,  and  the  fleet  fevenly*'  Amoiig  the  ilaua- 
wcae  tbe  captauA»  Rentone  and  Cuft>  the  Uft  of  whom  waa  % 
Tolunteer  in  the  expedition; 

Admiral  Knowles  having  enttrcljrdeftrayed  the  foit>  refaaie<i' 
his  former  defign  againft  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  where  he  arriTed- 
on  tbe  5th  of  April.  The  Plymouth  and  tbe  Cornwall  were 
ordered  to  enter  the  harbour ;  but  finding  a  boom  aciofsyr  and' 
four  veflels  filled  with  combufttbles,  after  firing  a  few  broad-r 
fides  at  the  caftlc,  tkey  judged  it  prudent  to  defift,  and  th^ 
fquadron  returned  to  Jamaica.  Captain  Dent  of  the  Plymouth 
was  afterwards,  at  the  teqneft  of  the  admiral,  tried  by  a  court'^ 
martial  for  not  forcing  the  boom,-  aad^waa  honoumbly  acquit-r 
ttd. 

From  this  time  the  Britifti  and  SpanifB  fleets  were  iblely  em*- 
ployed  hi  cruising  iiv  detachments  againft  tbe  trade  of  each  na-* 
fion.  Towards  the  latter  endof  Auguft  admiral  Knowles,liaving 
Mceiv^  intelligence  that  the  annual  fleet  from  Vera  CroZ'  wae- 
daily  expend  at  the  Havannah,  began  to  cruize  off  the  banfc» 
of  Tortug^  The  Spanifh  admiral  Kegpo^  being  informed  ot 
the  vicinity  of  the  finglifli  fquadron,  and  of  tbe  confequent 
danger  of  the  expeded  fleet,  failed  from  the  Hiavannali,  deteiw 
mined  to  give  admiral  Knowles  battle  ^«    On  tbe  apth  of  Sep^ 
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Cemberj  acFmiral  Rcggio  fav,  at  a  diftance>  fourteen  (Kil  of  A.  IX 
EDgHIh  aierchaiH-dieo,  under  coovoj  of  two  men  of  war  v  he  '7^^ 
save  tbem  chace»  but  they  had  the  good  fortune  to  efeape^  and 
ibo  1^0^  baTtpg  made  a  fignal  for  his  couToy  to  hwe  them- 
felves  by  flight,  joined  admiral  Knowka,  who,  on  the  firft  of 
Odober,.  fell  in  wkb  the  Spaniih  fquadron  near  the  Hayannah. 
By  a  cecppariibn  of  the  two  fquadrons,  it  appears  that  ia 
iiuffiber  of  ibipa  they  were  equal ;  that  in  number  of  guns  the 
Spaxiiards  were  fomewhat  fuperior^  and  ttiat  in  nvmber  of  mea 
they  exceeded  us  by  1250  ^.  The  EngUfli  admiral,  though  he 
bad  the  advantage  (rf  tb€  wind,  did  not  at  firft  feem  over  an- 
SJona  to  engage.  About  two  o'^clock  the  Spaniards  began  to 
fire  at  a  diftance.  Admiral  Knowles  th^n  made  a  fignal  for  his 
Iqiindron  to  bear  down  upon  the  encmy>  and  in  lefs  than  half 
sin  hour  moft  of  the  ihips  were  engaged*  The  two  admirals 
ibugbt  eac^  other  ab6ut  half  an  hour,  when  admiral  Knowles, 
having  received  fome  danuge,  fell:  aftern  and  quitted  the  line«. 
The  Conqueftadorc^  be\pg  likewife  injured  la  her  rigging,  was 
alfo  obliged  to  quit  the  line  of  battle,  and  before  flie  had  time 
to  repair  the  damage  fhe  had  fuftained,  (he  had  the  misfortune 
10  be  attacked  by  the  Britifli  admiral,  who  had  iu>w  replaced 
she  yasd  and  ilkain-*top->maft  which  be  had  left  in  his  engagement 
with  the  Africa.  They  fought  for  feme  time  with  great  obfti« 
aacy.^  The  Spanifli  captain  was  killed,  and  the  Conqueftadore 
finally  ftmck  to  the  Cornwall.  The  general  aftion  conti* 
nued  tilt  eight  in  the  evening,  when  the  Spaniards  began  to 
edge  away  towards  the  Havannah,  and  got  fafe  into  port,  except 
the  Conqueftadore  and  the  Africa,  which  ]ai{,  being  entirely 
diUmafted,  was  ran  on  Ihore  and  blown  up  by  the  Spani&  ad-* 

S  P  A  N'  I  S  U     S  q^U  A  D  R  O  H. 

Africa,  Admiral  Reg|[}o,             f4  gttOS», 

Itiviodble,  Rcsr-admirai  Spinola,   74 

Conqueftadore,  Don  de  St.  Judo^          64 

Dragon,  de  U  Pas,                C^ 

New  Spain,  fiarelia,                  ^4 

Royal  Faxnii^,  TerrellaU               64 

Calga,  G»rrccocha,           $6 


P  Rolf,  Ycl  iv,  p.  5*7 
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A.  D.  miraL    The  Spaniards  had  in  this  arftion  three  captaihs  anS 

•748.  eighty-fix  men  killed,  and  197  wounded ;   among  the  latter 

were  admiral  Reggio  and  fourteen  other  officers;    The  EngliQ)^ 

though  they  had  fifty<-nine  killed  and  1 20  wounded^  were  fo 

fortunate  as  not  to  lofe  a  fingle  officer. 

After  this  action  the  Englifh  captains  were  by  no  means  f^ 
tisfied  with  each  other's  condud.  The  admiral  himfelf  was  ac- 
cufed  by  fome  of  them^  and  he  was  afterwards  tried  by  a  coort- 
martial,  and  reprimanded  for  not  hoifting  his  flag  on  board  an* 
other  ffiip  after  his  own  was  difabled.  It  feems  indeed  very 
probable,  notwithitanding  the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy,  that  if 
the  £ngli(h  fleet  had  been  commanded  by  aHawke,  not  a  iingle 
Spaniard  would  have  efcaped. 

This  was  the  laft  naval  action  of  importance  previous  to  the 
general  peace,  which  was  finally  concluded  in  the  month  of 
Odlober  1748.  The  Englifli,  during  this  year,  took  three 
French  and  one  Spanifh  men  of  war.  The  whole  number  of 
vefleU  taken  from  the  S{5aniards  fince  tj^e  commencement  of  tht 
war  amounted  to  1 249 ;  from  the  French  to  2185 1  in  all  3434. 
The  entire  lofs  of  the  Engliih  amounted  to  3238  ihips. 

When  we  confider  the  immenfe  value  of  thefe  captures } 
when  we  reflcdl  that  moft  of  this  wealth  was  private  property  j 
when  we  count  the  number  of  lives  that  have  been  facrificed 
during  the  war,  and  recoUedt  that  all  the  people  facrificed  were 
neither  confulted  nor  concerned  in  the  conteft  c  when  we  far- 
ther reflect,  that  all  the  princes  who  caufed  this  horrible  deftruc- 
tion  of  life  and  property,  profcfled  the  religion  of  peace,  cha-i 
vity,  philanthropy  and  concord,  we  are  difgufted  with  human 
nature,  and  laugh  at  the  pretenfion  of  kings  to  Chriftianity^ 
But  what  will  the  reader  think  of  thefe  mighty  potentates,  when 
he  is  tolJ,  that,  after  all  this  waile  of  blood  atid  treafure,  the 
war  ended  juft  where  it  began.  None  of  the  contending  powers 
retained  any  part  of  their  acquifitions,  the  5th  article  of  the 
treaty  of  peace  having  ftipulated,  that  all  conquefts  whatfoever 
fliould  be  reftored  j  confcquently  Cape  Breton  was  reftored  to 
the  French,  atid  Madras  to  the  Englifli.  Ore^t  Britain  had 
now  increafed  her  national  debt  to  eighty  millions,  and  her  fole 
confolation  was  her  having  reduced  the  navy  of  France  to  a 
fiate  of  contemptible  infignificance*    As  ta  ihat  nation,  the 

terms 
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tdrms  of  peace  were  cafily  fettled,  becaufe  we  fought  with  her  A.  D. 
without  any  previous  caufe  of  quarrel  or  difpute ;  (he  began  the  174& 
war  merely  in  confequence  of  her  alliance  with  Spain :  but  a* 
gainft  that  nation  we  commenced  hoftilities,  folely  with  a  deflgn 
;o  fecure  an  uninterrupted  navigation  to  our  own  fettlements ; 
neverthelefs,  (trange  as  it  may  feem,  this  important  article  was 
entirely  negle^ied,  or  forgotten,  by  our  plenipotentiaries  at  Aix- 
la-Chapelle.  Our  right  to  cut  logwood  in  Campeachy  and 
Honduras,  an  article  of  equal  confequence  to  this  nation,  was 
alfo  left  undetermined.  But  thefe  were  not  the  only  examples 
of  inattention  (I  cannot  fuppofe  it  ignorance)  in  the  Britifli  mi- 
niftry  at  this  very  important  period.  The  French,  in  confe- 
quence of  pofTciling  Canada,  had,  for  many  years  paft,  been 
gradually  extending  the  limits  of  that  province,  and,  in  open 
violation  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  their  encroachments  were 
now  flagrant  and  oppreflive  to  our  North  American  colonies  : 
yet  the  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  was  concluded  without  this 
notorious  caufe  of  complaint  being  mentioned  by  the  Britifli 
plenipotentiaries.  The  limits  of  Nova  Scotia,  another  doubt- 
ful point,  were  alfo  left  undetermined. 

From  this  precarious  ftate  of  affairs  it  was  eafy  to  forefee^ 
that  the  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  would  be  of  no  long  dura- 
tion ;  and,  from  the  condufl:  of  the  French  immediately  after, 
their  latent  intentions  were  obvious.  But  before  we  proceed  to 
develope  the  privcipia  of  the  fucceeding  war,  it  is  neceflary  to 
record  certain  tranfa£Uons  in  the  Britifli  parliament,  which  are 
immediately  connefted  with  our  naval  hiftory. 

The  miniftry  \  for  very  wife  reafons  no  doubt,  brought  a  bill 
into  parliament,  under  the  title  of,  <^  A  bill  for  reducing  into 
"  one  aft  the  laws  relating  to.  the  navy  j*'  by  which  the  half 
pay  officers  were  to  be  rendered  fubjcft  to  martial  law.  The 
fca-officers  took  the  alarm :  they  affcmbled,  and  prcfented  a  pe- 
tition to  the  houfe  requefting  to  be  heard  by  their  counfel,  and 
though  the  minifter  muftered  fufiicient  ftrength  to  rejeft  the  pe- 
tition, he  thought  proper  to  relinquifli  bis  unconftitutional  at- 
tempt.   Another  plan ',  relative  to  the  navy,  was  alfo  offered 


0  Smo1lec*s  continnatlon  of  the  hiftory  of  England,  vol.  i.  p.  ip. 
r  Ibid.  p.  34. 
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A.  D.  to  tbe  confideration  of  pftrfiameot,  twi.  to  regiOer  a  tetuin 

174^  nambcr  of  featneo,  who^  for  an  atmual  (Kpeod,  ihonid  be  lia- 
ble to  ferve  when  calM  opofi.  Thii  proje£t»  being  calculated 
to  fapetfede  the  illegal  fteceffity  of  preffiogi  appeared  rational ; 
neverthelefs  Mr.  Pelham  foand  it  to  be  an  unpopular  meafuiTi 
and  therefore  gate  it  «p. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  1 74S1  fht  earl  of  Halifax,  who 
prefided  at  the  board  of  trade,  formed  a  defign  of  cftaUilhing 
ft  colony  in  Nova  Scotia.  His  proje£k  was  approved^  and  four 
thoufand  adventurers,  under  the  protedion  of  colonel  Com* 
walliS)  failed  from  England,  and  landed  in  the  harbour  of  Cbe^ 
buAou,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  they  built  a  town  and 
called  it  Halifax.  The  French  were  difpleafed  with  this  exer* 
^  tion  of  our  right,  and,  by  way  of  counterbalance,  attempted  10 
make  a  fcttlement  on  the  ifland  of  Tobago  in  the  Weft  Indies; 
iiut,  in  confcquence  of  a  fpirited  remonftrance  to  the  court  of 
Verfailles,  they  thought  proper  to  defift.  They  continued  ne- 
Tcrthelefs  to  ailert  their  title  to  St.  Luctat  Tobago,  and  other 
.  neutral  iilands ;  and  in  North  America  their  daily  encroaclw 
ments  were  fo  daring,  that  the  fubjeCks  of  Great  Britain  bor* 
Bering  on  the  French  fcttlemente,  became  very  loud  in  their 
complaints  to  our  miniftry.  The  French  miniftry,  acc(M*ding  to 
cuftom,  endeavoured  to  exculpate  themfclves  by  throwing  the 
blame  on  the  governor  of  Ciinada.  After  feveral  ineffdSoal 
memorials  and  remondrances  delivered  by  our  ambaflador  at 
Paris,  cOn>miflartes,  of  each  nation,  were  appointed,   in '  the 

1750.  year  1 750,  to  fettle  the  limits  of  Acadta  or  Nova  Scotia.  Thcfe 
commiihries  met  at  Paris^  and  proceeded  with  all  that  delibe- 
rate circumfpcftion  which  is  generally  obfcrvcd  by  fcrvants  of 
the  public  whofe  ftipcnds  muft  end  with  their  commiffion.  The 
French  commiflaries,  in  order  to  gain  time  by  evading  the  main 
queftion,  drew  their  antagonifts  into  a  difcuffion  concerning  the 
ifland  of  St.  Lucia^  Meanwhile  the  Indians  bordering  on  tho 
l3ritifh  dominions  in  North  America,  were  inftigated  by  the 
French  to  commence  thtfir  barbarous  hoftilities  againft  the  de- 
fcncclefs  inhabitants  of  Our  back-fettlemems.    The  Spaniards, 

l^^ra.  in  1752,  began  again  their  former  praAice,  of  infolently  inter- 
rupting our  navigation  in  the  Weft  Indies  by  their  Guarda  Co- 
ftzs^  and  in  Europe  the  pavj^  both  of  Fn^pce  and  Spain  vere 

daily 
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daily  augmendng.  In  1753  the  conference  at  Paris,  concern*  A.  D. 
ing  the  limits  of  No?a  8cotia«  ended  without  efte£t;  and  the  1 75 3* 
French  continued  toeitend  their  dooiinions  in  North  America, 
hy  creeling  a  chain  of  forts  along  the  lakes  of  Erie  and  Onta* 
rib,  (o  as  to  eonne£t  their  fettlements  on  the  MifGfGppi  with 
Canada.  At  length,  preAiming  on  the  amazing  fupineneis  of  the 
Britifli  miniftryj  they  crofTed  Lake  Champlain^  and  built  a  fort 
at  Crown-Point,  in  the  pro?incc  of  New  York.  A  reader  of 
Englifli  hiftory,  who  refieAs  as  he  reads,  when  be  meets  with 
fuch  examples  of  ina£Uvityy  fuch  want  of  vigilance,  fuch  impo- 
litic procraftination^  is  neceflarily  led  to  inquire  into  the  caufev 
Is  this  incclerity  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the  word)  to  be  attribu- 
ted to  our  natural  or  political  conftitution  ?  Be  this  as  it  may» 
what  we  Icfe  in  time^  as  in  mechanics^  we  fometimes  gain  in 
power. 

The  French  miniftry,  hotwithftanding  fuch  flagrant  z&s  of 
hoftility  in  America^  continued  t6  amufe  the  court  of  I^ndon 
with  repeated  afiurances  of  friendlhip.    But  early  in  the  year 
1755,  certain  intelligence  was  received,  that  aconfiderablc  fleet  lySS- 
of  men  of  war  was  preparing  to  fail  from  diflferent  ports  in 
France,  to  Ammca,  with  a  formidable  number  of  land  forces 
on  board.    The  Britifli  miniftry,  rouzed  at  this  intelligence, 
gave  imolediate  orders  to  equip  a  fquadron  of  men  of  war,  and, 
towards  the  latter  end  of  April,  admiral  Boicawen,  with  eleven 
(hips  of  the  line,  failed  for  America.     He  was  foon  after  foU 
lowed  by  admiral  Holbourne  with  fix  line-^f-battle  fliips  and 
one  frigate,  the  miniftry  having  received  fubfcquent  intelligence 
that  the  French  fleet,  intended  for  America,  conlifted  of  twenty- 
five  fhips  of  the  line,  (s*r.     This  fleet  failed  from  Brcft  in  the 
beginning  of  May ;  but,  after  failing  a  few  leagues  beyond  the 
mouth  of  the  Englifli  channel,  Monf.  Macnamara,  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  returned  to  Breft,  with  nine  of  the  capital 
ftiips,  and  the  reft  proceeded  to  North  America  under  the  com- 
inand  of  Monf.  Bois  de  la  Mothe.     Admiral  Bofcawen's  orders 
were,  to  attack  the  French  fleet  wl^erefoever  he  ftiould  meet  ' 
with  it.     Being  joined  by  admiral  Holbourne,  he  continued 
cruizing  ofl^  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  in  hopes  of  intercep- 
ting the  French  fquadron  in  their  attempt  to  enter  the  gulf  of 
St.  Laurence.     But  the  thick  fog,  fo  frequent  on  that  coaft. 
Vol.  IV.  K  favoured 
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A.  D.  favoured  their  enterprize,  and  Monf.  de  la  Motbe  arrived  fafir 
^-755  at  Quebec  with  his  whole  fquadron,  except  the  Aldde  and  the 
Lysy  the  (irft  of  fixty-four  *guns  and  480  men  ;  the  fecond  of 
twenty-two,  though  pierced  for  fixty-fottr,  with  eight  comp»- 
nies  of  land  forces  ei>  board.  Thefe  two  unfortunate  (hips  fell 
in  with  the  Dqnkirk,  captain  Howe^  and  the  Dbfiance,  captain 
Andrewa,  both  fixty-gun  (hips.  After  a  refolute  engagement  of 
five  hoursy  the  French  ibips  ftruck.  On  board  the  Lys  were 
feveral  officers  of  didindion,  and  about  ffo^ooo  h  fterling. 

From  the  capture  of  thefe  two  (hips  the  commencement  of 
the  wav  may  properly  be  dated.  As  fbon  as  it  was  known  in 
Europe,  the  French  ambaiTador  left  Londotf,  and  the  Britifh 
miniflf  y  ifilied  general  orders  for  making  reprifals  in  every  part 
of  the  globe.  In  confequence  of  this  refolution^  three  hundred 
French  merchantmen  were  taken  and  brought  into  England  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  this  year.  On  the  2"i  ft.  of  July,  Sir  Ed- 
ward Hawke  failed  on  a  cruize  to  the  weftward|  wit4^  eighteen 
ifaips  of  the  line,  and,  on  the-  14th  of  OAober,  admiral  Byng 
proceeded  to  fca  with  twenty-two  (kips*  Both  thefe  fitcts  re* 
rurned  without  meeting  with-  any  thing  worth  their  attention; 
The  French  ncverthclcfs  bore  thefe*  infults  with  a  degree  of 
patience  which  aftoniflled  all  Europe.*  But  they  were  not  yet 
prepared  for  war  :  their  alliances  were  yet  unformed,  and  their 
fleet  was  much  inferior  to  that  of  Great  Britain,^  whieh^  at  this 
time,  confifted  of  213  men  of  war  •  5  that  of  France,  including 
fiiips  upon  the  (locks,,  amounted  t»  no  more  than  1 13  ^ 
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In  the  beginning  of  this  year  major-general  Braddock  failed  A.  D. 
from  Corke,  with  two  regiments  of  foot,  for  Virginia,  %th  '7 Si* 
orders  to  difpoflefs  the  French  of  the  lands  they  had  unjuAly 
ufurped.  That  general  was  totally  defeated,  and  {lain,  by  an 
ambufcade  of  Indians.  I  have  before  obferved,  that  three  hun^ 
drcd  French  AerchnDtmen  were  brought  into,  the  ports  of  Eng- 
land;  and  all  this  without  a  declaration  of  war.  The  Briti/k 
fiiini(b*y  intended,  by  this  extraordinary  conduct,  to  validate 
their  defenfive  alliances,  and  that  the  private  property  of  the 
fubjefts  of  France  might  not  iufFer,  the  feveral  cargoes  of  the 
fliips  taken  were  ordered  «ot  to  be  touch^-  But  this  appear- . 
ance  of  fl;ri£t  juftice  was  a  mere  chimera,  becaufe  many  of  lt\/Sc 
cargoes  coniifted  of  perifhable  commodities,  and  confequentlf 
proved  a  lois  to  the  ownerSj  without  producing  any  profit  to  thofe 
by  whom  they  were  taken.  The  French  had  evidently,  and  fla» 
grantly,  broken  the  bonds  of  peace  by  their  audacious  eiKroach<- 
ments  in  America,  fo  palpably  <:ontradi<Slcry  to  the  tenor  of 
treaties  between  the  two  nations.  For  the  predrt  of  England, 
I  wifli  that  a  formal  declaration  of  war  -had  preceded  the 
£r(l  aA  of  hoi^ility  on  our  part.  Previous  to  fuch  declaration, 
every  aft  of  hoftility  is  a  piracy  againft  the  fubjeils  of  cither  ^ 
nation.  It  is  furcly  a  fuiEcient  hard  (hip  £or  fubjefts  to  be  ruin* 
oufly  involved  in  the  quarrels  of  their  fuperiors  after  fuch  quar- 
rels ar^  notorious  j  but  to  feel  the  horrible  effe£ls  of  fuch  quar- 
rels, whilfb  thefe  fuperiors  wear  the  maflc  of  mutual  fricndlhip, 
requires  a  greater  degree  of  patience  than  any  fubjefts  can  be 
fuppofed  €b  pofTefs.  We  now  proceed  to  the  naval  hiijory  of 
tlie  year  1756. 

About  the  clofeof  tlic  jn-eccding  year  ^,  Ovvcrtares  of  accom*  iiyrg. 
modation  were  made  on  the  part  of  France  by  Monf.  Rouille, 
fecretary  of  (late,  in  a  private  letter  to  Mr*  Fox,  fecretary  of 
ilate  to  his  Britannic  majefty.  But  as  this  application  was  caU 
culated  only  to  amufe  the  Englilh  vriniftry,  in  order  to  gain 
time,  it  produced  no  other  effc6i.  The  French,  having  now 
augmented  their  navy  very  confidcrably,  ordered  all  the  Britifh 
iubjeds  in  France  to  depart  the  kingdom,  publiflied  an  edi£k  for 
|he  encouragement  of  privateers,  fcized  every  Knglilh  veflel  in 

*  Smollci'4  hiflory,  p.  315. 
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A*  D.  their  portS|  and  fent  their  crews  to  prifen. .  They  then  begam 
1 75 ^*  to  threaten  ns  with  an  inva^on,  and,  in  order  to  give  this  prcjc£t 
an  air  of  probability,  if  ere  extremely  bfify  in  their  military  pte» 
paratioris  on  the  coaft  of  the  Britifli  Channel.  But  th€  defiga 
of  thefe  preparations  was  merely  to  divert  our  attention  fronm 
their  armaments  in  the  Mediterranean^  where  the  blow  wa9 
really  intended.  The  king,  the  miniftry,  and  their  adherents  ii^ 
parliament,  were,  however,  fo  completely  duped  by  this  French. 
inan<3euvre,  that  Hellian  and  Hanoverian  troqps  were  fent  for 
to  prote£i  us,  and  the  repeated  authentic  information  concern* 
ing  the  equipment  and  deftmation  of  the  Toulon  fleet  totadly 
difregarded.  There  neyer  was  a  more  flagrai^t  example  of  ob^ 
ftinate  infatuation. 

At  length  the  def^ination  of  the  armament  at  Toulon  was 
fo  certainly  slnd  univerfally  known,  that  the  Brit'tfli  miniftrj* 
Aartcd  fuddcnly  from  their  apathy,  and,  like  men  juft  awoke 
from  a  found  dumber,  began  to  aft  before  they  had  reco- 
vered their  fenfes.  It  was  known  to  all  Europe,  that  the 
French  fquadron  at  Toulon  coniiiled  of  thirteen  ihips  of  the 
line,  and  that  15,000  land  forces  were  there  ready  for  em- 
barkation: neverthelefs,  only  ten  BritiQi  fliips  vfcvt  ordered 
for  the  Mediterranean,  and*  the  command  was  given  to  ad* 
miral  Byng,  a  man  whofe  courage  and  ab^ilities  were  yet  un- 
tried. With  this  fquadron,  not  completely  manned,  without 
cither  hofpital  or  fire-(hip,  he  failed  from  Spithead  on  the  ytY^ 
of  April,  rie  bad  on  board  major-general  Stuart,  lord  £f&ng» 
|\.im,  colonel  Cornwallis,  and  abpqt  forty  inferior  ofiicers, 
^vhofe  regiments  were  in  garrifon  at  Minorca;  alfo  a  regiment 
of  foidierd  to  be  landed  at  Gibraltar,  and  about  a  hundred  re- 
cruits. 

Admiral  Byng  arrived  at  Gibraltar  on  the  2d  of  May,  where 
he  found  the  Louifa,  captain  Edgecombe,  who  informed  him, 
that  he  had  been  driven  from  Minorca  by  a  French  fquadron  of 
thirteen  fliips  of  the  line,  commanded  by  Monf.  Galiflbniere, 
who  haJ  landed  15,000  men  on  that  ifland.  Admiral  Byng 
gave  immediate  orders  for  the  (hips  to  complete  their  provifions 
and  water  with  all  poflible  expedition.  On  the  third  day  after 
jus  arriv.rl  he  went  on  flinre  to  confer  with  general  Fowke,  the 
govf'in or  of  Gibmhar^  concerning  a  battalion  to  be  tranfported 

to 
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to  Minorca.  When  the  admiral  demanded  this  battalion,  the  A.  D. 
gOTernor  produced  three  feveral  letters  of  inftnidipn  frpm  the  1756* 
war-officcy  which  he  could  neither  reconcile  with  each  other, 
nor  vith  the  order  given  by  the  admiralty  to  admiral  Byng. 
Thefe  feveral  orders,  which  were  then  compared  and  conflder* 
ed  by  a  council  of  war  at  Qibraltar,  being  matter  of  impor* 
tancc  to  every  future  commander,  whether  at  land  or  fea^  I  muft 
intreat  the  reader,  before  he  proceeds,  to  confider  attentively 
admiral  Byng-s  inftrii£lion$,  which  he  will  find  in  the  Appendix, 
N^  4*  and  then  to  read  carefully  the  orders  fent  from  the  war-* 
office  to  general  Fowke,  which  h^  will  find  at  the  bottom  of 
this  page  '. 

The  council  of  war,  after  mature  deliberation,  determined 
not  to  part  with  the  battalion  required ;  firft,  becaufe  it  appear- 
ed by  lord  Barringtop's  firft  letter,  that  the  Fuzileers  were  to 
remain  at  Gibraltar;  and,  fecondly,  becaufe  it  was  the  opinion 
of  the  engineers  who  were  well  af  quainted  with  Minorca,  that 
to  throw  fuccours  into  St.  Philips  wou|d  be  extremely  difHculr, 
if  not  impoflible.  ^^ut  this  refojution  of  the  council  of  war  was 
certainly  wrong :  for  though  it  appeared  by  lord  BarringtonV 
firft  letter,  that  the  Fuzileers  were  to  remain  at  Gibraltar,  that 
order  was  evidently  contradi£lcd  by  admiral  Byng*s  inilruftions 
of  a  later  datc^  and  the  order  for  fending  a  battalion  to  Minor- 
ca was  repeated  and  confirmed.  However,  the  council  of  war 
confented  that  one  captain,  fix  fubalterns,  £ve  drums,  and  235 
privates,  (hould  be  embarked,  to  fupply  the  deficiency  of  thofe 
left  at  Minorca  by  captain  Edgecombe,  and  without  which  his 
fhips  would  have  been  of  little  fervicein  cafe  of  an  engagement. 
With  regard  to  admiral  Byng's  orders,  though  they  were  in 
many  refpe£ls  conditional,  his  orders  to  fave  Minorca,  at  all 
events,  were  pofitive  and  e'xplicit,  and  that  he  ouglit  to  have 

^  Lord  B3rringtnn*5  letter  to  general  Fowke,  dated  the  ixft  of  March,  fajrt* 
**  The  king  has  ordered  the  royal  regimeot  of  Fuzileers  to  embark  imme- 
**  diately  for  Gibraltar,  and  that  upon  their  arrival  you  are  to  make  a  detach* 
<*  ment  equal  to  a  battalion,  from  the  four  regin^eoti  in  garrtfon,  to  Minorca.*' 
The  fecond  letter,  wichonc  any  reference  to  the  &rf(,  repeats  the  order  for  eoi- 
barking  a  battalion  on  board  the  fleet  for  the  relief  of  Minorca,  in  cafe  there 
was  any  probability  of  its  being  attacked;  and  the  third  letter,  d^ted  April  iH, 
orders  i he  governor  to  receive  fuch  women  and  childreii,  bcl>nging  to  the  Fu« 
^!^<r$,  as  idtnirA  Byng  (hould  thiiik  fit  to  Und, 

cffcdlcd, 
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A.  D.  efieAed»  even  at  the  ri(k  of  iacrificing  his  whole  fleet*  Be  this 
^7^  as  it  may,  he  failed  from  Gibraltar  on  the  8th  of  May»  and  on 
the  i6tb  arrived  at  Majorca,  whe^e  he  was  joined  by  the  Phoe- 
nix, captain  Hcrvey,  who  confirmed  the  intelligence  relative  to 
the  French  fleet  and  the  fiege  of  St.  Philips.  He  then  (leered 
for  Minorca,  bat  having  contrary  winds,  did  not  make  that 
ifland  until  the  morning  of  the  igth,  when  he  faw  the  EogUfli 
flag  ftjll  flying  on  the  caftleof  St.  Philips,  and  feveral  bomb- 
batteries  playing  upon  it  from  the  enemy's  works.  There  have 
been  BritiOi  admirals,  who,  at  fuch  a  profpedl,  would  have 
fworn  to  relieve  the  garrifon,  or  periih  in  the  attempt  I  Early 
in  the  morning  the  admiral  difpatched  captain  Hervey,  in  the 
Phoenix,  with  the  Chefterfield  and  Dolphin,  with  orders  to  re- 
connoitre the  entrance  into  the  harbour,  and,  if  poflible,  to  con<- 
vey  a  letter  to  general  Blakeney  ^.    Captain  Hervey  got  round 

T  Though  this  letter  from  the  admiral  wai  not  delivered,  it  is  nectflury  that 
^  the  reader  fliould  know  its  contents ;  becaufe  no  circamflance  ought  to  be  con- 
cealed which  may,  in  aiiy  degree,  ceodto  elucidate  a  craiifaAion  attcqded  by  iuch 
ieriotts  coaleqaences. 

**  To  General  Blaxeney. 

"  Sir,  I  fend  you  this  by  captain  Hervey,  of  his  majefty's  fntp  Phoeniic,  wr?»o 
**  has  my  orders  to  convey  it  to  you,  if  pofTible,  rogether  with  the  inciofed 
"  packet,  which  he  received  at  Leghorn.  I  am  exttemely  concerned  to  6nd 
'*  that  captain  Edgecombe  was  obliged  to  retire  to  Gibratiar  wi:h  the  (bips  uo. 
**  der  his  command,  and  that  the  French  are  lanJfi,  and  St.  Philips  caOIe  is 
**  inve(lcd;  as  I  flatter  myfelf,  had  I  f  «rtuniiCely  been  more  timely  in  the  Me« 
**  diterraitean,  that  I  Oionid  have  been  able  to  have  prevented  the  enemy's  get^ 
"  ting  a  footing  in  the  iHand  of  Minorca.  I  am  to  ac^^taint  you,  that  general 
**  Stusrt,  lord  Effingham,  and  colonel  Cirnwillis,  with  about  thirty  officcrf, 
*'  and  fome  rccrnlls  belonging  to  the  difitrent  icjjmci.ls  n  .>w  in  garrifon  with 
*'  yoo,  are  on  hoard  the  (bipi  of  the  fquadron  ;  and  /bill  be  glW  t>)  know  by 
••  the  return  of  the  officer,  what  place  yn«  ^\\\  think  proper  to  have  ihem 
**  landed  at.  The  royal  regiment  of  Engltfh  Fuzileers,  commanded  by  lord 
*«  Robert  Bertie,  is  likcwife  on  board  the  fquddron,  dcftined,  agreeable  to  my 
••  orders,  to  {^x-'it  on  board  the  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  unlef*  it  fluuld  »»c 
««  thought  neccfiary,  upo^  confultatipn  with  you,  to  hnd  the  regiment  for  che 
•'  defence  of  Minorca ;  but  I  muft  alfo  inform  you,  (hou!d  the  Fuzileers  be 
«*  landed,  as  they  ate  part  of  the  fhip's  complements,  the  marines  having  been 
*'  ordered  by  the  lords  commillToncrs  of  the  admiralty  on  board  of  other  fhips 
**  at  Portfmonth,  to  make  room  for  them,  that  it  will  dii'able  the  fquarfroa 
*•  fiom  aaingagainft  that  of  the  enemy,  which  I  am  informed  is  crmzing  off 
"  the  ifland  :  however,  I  (ball  gladly  embrace  evtry  opportunity  of  promoting 
«*  his  majerty's  ferv  ce  in  the  mod  effcftual  marner,  and  (b^ll  afHfl  you  to  di* 
f*  flrcfs  the  cneasy  and  defeat  ihcir  dcfigns  to  ihc  umjf*  of  my  p  .wcr." 

iha 
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the  Lairc  before  ixinc -o'clock  in  the  morning  :  he  made  fignals  A.  D. 
to  the  garrifon  for  a  boat  to  come  off;  but  without  cScQ^  and  ^75^* 
the  admiral,  about  this  time>  difcovering  the  French  fleet,  or- 
dered him  to  return. 

Admiral  fiyng  now  ftood  towards  the  enemy,  and  about  two 
in  the  afternoon  made  a  (ignal  for  the  line  of  battle  a-head; 
He  then  diftributed  as  many  feamen  as  could  be  fpared  from  the 
frigates,  on  board  fuch  fhips  as  were  moft  in  want  of  hand&» 
and  converted  the  Phoenix  into  a  firerfhip.  At  feven  in  the 
evening  the  French  fquadron,  being  then  about  two  leagues  dr- 
^ant,  tacked,  in  order  to  gain  the  wealher-gage;  and  the  £ng- 
li(h  admiral,  not  chufing  to  relinquifli  that  advantage,  alfo  put 
his  (hips  about. 

On  the  aoth,  in  the  morning,  the  weather  being  hazy,  the 
French  fleet  could  not  be  difcovered;  but  it  became  vifiblc 
before  noon,  and  at  two  o'clock  admiral  Byng  made  a  fignal 
to  bear  away  two  points  from  the  wind  and  engage.  Rear- 
admiral  Wefl:  was  then  at  too  great  a  diftance  to  comply  with 
both  thefe  orders ;  be  therefore  bore  away  feven  points  from 
the  wind,  and  with  bis  whole  divifion  attacked  the  enemy  with 
fuch  impetuofity,  that  feveral  of  their  (hips  were  foon  obli- 
ged to  quit  the  line.  Had  admiral  Byng  been  equally  alert 
and  eager  to  engage,  it  is  moft  probable  that  the  French  fleet 
would  have  been  defeated  and  Minorca  faved;  but  the  ene- 
my's centre  keeping  their  ilation,  and  Byng*s  divifion  not  ad- 
vancing, admiral  Weft  was  prevented  from  purfuing  his  ad- 
vantage, by  the  apprebenfion  of  being  feparated  from  the  reft 
of  the  fleet. 

After  engaging  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  the  Intrepid,  the 
fiernmoft  (hip  of  the  van,  loft  her  fore-top-maft,  which,  ac- 
cording to  Byng's  account  of  the  aflion  *,  obliged  his  whole 
divifion  to  back  their  fails,  to  prevent  their  falling  foul  of  each 
other.  But  when  this  matter  came  to  be  examined  by  the 
court-martial,  it  appeared,  that  immediately  after  the  fignal  for 
engaging,  whilft  the  van  were  bearing  down  upon  the  enemy, 
admiral, Byng,  in  the  Ramlllies,  edged  away  feme  points,  by 
which  means  the  Trident  and  Louifa  got  to  windward  of  him, 

^  B}-ii|t*s  letter  to  the  admiraltr* 
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A.  D.  and  that,  ia  order  to  bring  them  ag^n  into  theiir  ftationi,  he 
175<$*  backed  bis  mizeu-top-fnil,  and  endeavoured  to  back  bis  main*- 
top-fail.  This  manoeuvre  necefTarily  retarded  all  the  fhips  in  bis 
divilioni  and  gave  the  eoecny  time  to  efcape.  M.  Galiflbniere 
ieized  the  opportunity,  and»  bis  fltips  being  clean,  was  foon  out 
of  danger.  But  admiral  Bjng,  before  the  engagement,  ordered 
the  Deptford  to  quit  the  line,  in  order  to  reduce  his  line  of  bat- 
tle to  the  fame  number  of  fhips  as  that  of  the  enemy.  For  this 
apparent  generofity  he  was  cenfured  by  the  court*ntartial :  ne- 
Tertbelefs,  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  great  impropriety  in 
xeferviug  one  or  more  fupemumerary  (hips  in  readinefs  to  (up^- 
piy  the  place  of  thofe  which  may  happen  to  be  difaUed. 

From  this  relation  of  fa£ts,  the  reader  will  eafity  perceive 
that  admiral  Byng's  conduct  was  by  no  means  juftifiabJe.  The 
naval  reader  fees  very  clearly,  from  the  (ituation  of  the  two 
^fleets,  relative  to  the  wind,  that  he  might  have  fought  if  he 
would ;  and,  from  a  comparifbn  of  the  two  fleets ',  it  will  feett 
more  than  probable,  to  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  the  fu- 
perior  activity  and  ikill  of  our  Tailors  rn  time  of  adion,  "that  n 
decifive  vidory  might  have  been  eipe£ted*     Whether  admiral 
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fiyng's  conduA  is  juftly  to  be  afcribed  to  hts  cxccffive  prudencf ,  A.  D, 
his  wane  of  {kill.  Or  Want  Of  coulrage^  is  difficult  to  determine.  ^75^* 
Probably  thefe  three  caufes  operated  in  cOnjuriQioh  to  produce 
the  fatal  efFefh  The  only  plaufible  argamebt  that  can  be  urged 
in  extenuation  of  this  admirals  cbnduift  is^  that  he  might  be 
too  ftrongiy  impreft  by  the  recolleftion  of  Mathews  and  Le- 
ftock ;  the  firft  of  whom  was  puniflied  for  fighting,  not  accord-^ 
ingroriiie)  and  the  latter  not  puniihed,  though  he  did  not 
fight  at  all. 

The  EngliOi  h^d  in  this  engagement  4I  men  ktlied^  and  168 
wounded;  the  French^  145  wounded,  and  26  killed.  Captain  . 
Andrews,  of  the  Defiance^  wa^  the  only  officer  of  diftinftion^ 
on  board  the  EngUih  fleet,  who  loft  his  life  on  this  occafion. 
The  French  fleet  ibon  difappeared,  and  at  eight  in  the  evening 
admiral  Byng  made  a  fignal  for  his  fquadt-on  to  bring  to,  ac 
which  time  the  Intrepid  and  the  Ghefterfield  were  miffing ;  thd 
former^  being  difabiedi  had  been  left  to  the  care  of  the  latter. 
They  joined  the  fleet  next  morning,  and  the  addiiral  then  find* 
ing  that  three  of  his  fquadron  were  daol^ged  in  their  mafts, 
called  a  council  of  war,  at  which  general  Stoart,  lord  Effing- 
hanft)  lord  Robert  Bertie^  and  cobnel  Cornwallis  were  requeib^ 
ed  CO  affift; 

Tht  council  of  war  being  aiTembled  on  board  of  the  RamiU 
lies,  the  following  queftioris  were  propofed  by  admiral  Byng : 

1.  Whether  an  attack  upon  the  French  tieet  gives  any  pro& 
Tpc£t  of  relieving  Minorca  ?  Anfwer,  it  would  not. 

2.  If  thet-e  was  no  French  fleet  cruizing  off  Minorca,  whe* 
ther  the  Englilh  fleet  could  raife  the  fiege  ?  i/lnf.  It  could  not. 

3-  Whether  Gibraltar  would  not  be  in  danger  by  any  acci- 
dent that  may  befal  this  fleet  ?  Anf,  It  would  be  in  dinger. 

4»  Whether  an  attack  with  our  fleet,  in  the  prefent  i^ate  of 
it,  upon  that  of  the  ^rench^  will  not  endanger  the  fafety  of 
Gibraltar^  and  expofe  the  trad6  of  the  Mediterranean  to  great 
hazard  ?  Anf.  It  would. 

5.  Whether  it  is  not  for  his  Majefty*s  fervice  that  the  flce^ 
ihould  immediately  proceed  for  Gibraltar  ?  Anf  It  fliould 
proceed  for  Gibraltar. 

Here  I  muft  beg  laave  to  retard  the  progrefs  of  our  hii^ory  a 
few  moments,  for  the  fake  of  the  naval  reader,  rp  whom  the 
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D.  A.  coti&deration  of  thcfe  five  refolotions  may  prove  of  infinife  ias^ 
1 756.  portance  ;  thefe  volumes  being  written  with  an  tntention,'  not 
only  to  record  the  heroic  virtues  of  our  naval  commanders  in 
times  pad ;  not  only  to  amufe  the  gentlemen  who  in  the  prefenc 
age  have  tKe  honour  to  ferve  on  board  the  Britifh  fleet;  but 
to  animate^,  to  inform,,  to  warn  themy  by  example.  1  have^ 
more  than  once,  obfervedi  apd  the  tPiith  of  my  obfervation 
hath  been  frequently  confirmed,  that  councils  of  war  feldom 
forebode  much  heroifm.  When  a  commander  in  chief,  whofii 
power  is  abfolute,  condefcenda  to  aik  advice  of  his  inferiors,  it 
h  a  tacit  acknowledgment,,  tiiat  bis  abilities  are  inadequate  to 
his  power ;  or,  that  he  is  ineltned  co  do  that  for  which  he  d&res 
not  be-  re^nfible.  I  do  not  believe  there  was  one  member  of 
this  council  of  war,  who,  if  the  five  refolutions  had  depended 
upon  bis  (ingle  voice,  would  not  have  anfwered  them  all  in  the 
negative.  1  am  alfo  of  opinion,  that  if  admiral  Byng  had  been 
pofitively  ordered  to  call  no  councils  of  war,  but  to  relieve  Mi- 
norca at  all  events,  he  would  have  deftroyed  the  French  fleet, 
faved  the  ifland,  and  would  have  returned  triumphant  to  Bri* 
tain  ;  unlefs  w«  are  to  fuppofe  him  conftitutionally  a  coward  7 
for,  on  fuch  beings,  the  prefent^  though  leaji^  danger  always 
a£ls  moft  powerfully. 

How  this  council  of  war  could  determine,  that  it  was  impof- 
fibfe  to  relieve  Minorca,  without  ever  making  the  Itaft  attempt 
for  that  purpofe,  is  incredibly  aAoniihing  !  and  indeed  it  after- 
wards appeared  that  the  troops  on  beard  might  have  been 
hndcd  at  the  faliy-port  with  little  danger  j  for  Mr.  Boyd,  com- 
mifTary  of  the  ftorcs,  actually  went  out  to  fea  in  a  fmall  boaC 
in  fearch  of  the  Engliflli  fkct,  and  returned  fafc  to  the  garrifon. 
As  to  their  concern  for  the  fafety  of  Gibraltar,  their  apprehen* 
itens  were  in  the  bigbeft  degree  ridiculous.  According,  how- 
ever, to  the  fifth  refolution  of  the  council,  admiral  Byng  return* 
dd  with  his  fleet  to  Gibraltar,,  and  Galiflbniere  to  his  former 
flation  ofFCape  Mola.  How  the  garrifon  of  St.  Philips  muft 
have  been  afiFcfted,  when-  they  beheld  the  French  fquadron  re- 
turn triumphant,  and  afterwards  heard  ^fevrdejoye  in  the  ene- 
my's camp,  may  be  eafily  conceived.  The  befiegers  had  doubt- 
lels  caufe  to  rejoice  at  the  fafe  return  of  thq|r  fleet,  though  not 
00  account  of  aby  vifiory  obtained  by  their  admiral  \  for  the: 

two. 
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two  admirals  evidently  ran  from  each  other.  But  though  theA.  D. 
garrifon  were  not  a  Jittle  difappointcd  at  Syng's  diilippearancey  -^H^ 
they  neverthelefs  defended  the  cadle^ill  the  28th  of  June,  wheii» 
defpairing  of  relief  from  England,  and  rationally  iiuppofixvg 
that,  in  the  great  fyftem  of  politics^  they  were  intended  to  be 
facrificed,  after  a  ^aHant  defence  of  ten  week$,  the  venerable 
Blakeneyi  on  very  honourable  ternisi,  furrendoced  JlAinocca  to 
the  Due  de  RichUm, 

Admiral  Byng  arrived  at  Gibralt;n'  on  rS^e  19th  of  June« 
where  commodore  Broderick  had  come  to  an  anchor  four  days 
before,  with  a  reinforcement  of  live  (hips  of  the  line,  which 
were  fent  from  England  in  confequenee  of  cei«atn  inieUigencc 
that  the  French  were  fitting  out  more  fhips  at  Toulon.  Thus 
enforced,  admiral  Byng  determined  to  return  to  Minorca,  in 
hopes  of  being  yet  hi  time  to  relieve  the  garrifon ;  but  whilQ: 
he  was  with  great  aftivity  prcp;iring  for  this  fecond  cnierprize, 
the  Antel^  of  50  guns  arrived  at  Gibraltar.  -On  board  of  this 
ihip  were  admiral  Hawke,  admiral  Saunders,  and  lord  'i  yraw. 
ley,  who  were  comnuffioned  to  fi4>crfede  and  nrreft  admiral 
fiyng,  admiral  Weft,  and  governor  Fowke.  The  three  delin- 
quents wei«  accordingly  fent  on  board  the  Antelope,  and  re- 
turned prifoners  to  England.  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  with  the 
£eet  under  his  command,  failed  immediately -op  the  Mediterra- 
nean ;  but,  upon  his  arrival  off  Minorca^  he  had  the  mortlAca- 
•tion  to  fee  the  French  flag  flying  on  St.  Philip's  caftle«  As  fooa 
asthegarrffon  furrendered,  Galiflbnjere  prudently  retired  to 
Toulon,  where  he  remained  in  fecurity,  whilil  Sir  Edward 
Hawke  aflorted  the  naval  empire  of  Great  Britain,  in  fight  of 
an  enemy  dated  with  the  conqueft  of  a  fcnaliifland,  which  theY 
were  afterwards  obliged  to  relinquHh.  This  conqueft,.  though 
really  infignificant,  caufed  fuch  extravagant  exultation  in  France, 
iuch  an  univerfal  Te  JDeum  laudamus^  that  ojie  might  rationally 
have  fuppoTed  the  Briti/h  empire  totally  annihilated. 

The  people  of  England,  on  the  contrary,  received  the  intel- 
ligence of  Byng^s  retreat  with  genera^diinitisfa^ion,  and,  with- 
4>ut  the  leaft  inquiry  into  the  condu£l  of  the  miniilryy  pointed 
all  their  refentment  againft  that  unfortunate  admiral.  The  mi- 
niftry  joined  in  thc-pry,  doing  every  thing  in  their  power  to  di- 
vert ^be  refentment  of  the  people  from  thcmfclves.    That  Mr. 
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A.  D.  Bjng^s  conduft  was,  in  many  refpcflsi  ciLtrcmdy  reprebenfiUe^ 
1 75^*  is  moft  certain ;  but  it  is  not  left  certaini  that  the  miniftiy  were 
equally  inexcufable,  for  not  fending  troops  to  Minorca  nrncb 
fooner,  and  for  not  giving  Byng  a  fuperior  fleet.  If  the  five 
IhipSy  which  afterwards  failed  to  his  affiftance,  had  made  part 
of  his  fqaadrpn,  Galiflbnierc  muft  have  fled  at  his  approachji 
and  Minorca  would  infallibly  h^ve  been  faved.  But  thefc  re- 
flexions, whi|ft  they  fi](  eternal  obloquy  on  the  admtniflration]^ 
do  not  C](cu1pate  the  admiral.  The  exigency  and  importance 
^  the  feryice  on  which  he  was  ient,  required  a  facrifice  of  pni« 
dence  to  neceflfity.  Qur  hiftory  affords  many  examples  of  Eng- 
ii(h  fleets  obtaining  a  complete  vi^ory  over  an  enemy  far  fupe-r 
rior  in  number  of  guns  and  men ;  but  tbefe  ^Aories  were  gain- 
cd  by  admirals  who  difdained  to  calculate  the  cxzSt  weight  of 
metal  in  each  fqu^ron. 

Admiral  Byng,  admiral  Weft,  and  general  Fowke,  arrived 
ttt  Portfmoiuh  on  the  3d  of  July.  The  two  latter  were  ordered 
to  London,  where  admiral  Weft  was  gracioufty  received  by 
fh^e  king.  The  general  was  tried  for  difobedience  pf  orders  in 
not  fending  a  battayon  to  the  relief  of  Minorca,  and  fentenced 
to  be  fufpcnded  for  a  year.  The  king  confirmed  the  fentence. 
and  afterwards  difmifled  him  the  fervice.  Admiral  Byng,  after 
continuing  fome  tiqie  in  arreft  at  Portfmoutb,  was  eicorted  ta 
GrecQwtch-hofpita^,  where  he  remained  dofe  prifoner  till  De* 
member,  the  time  appointed  for  his  trial,  which  began  on  the 
28th  of  that  month,  on  board  the  St,  George  in  Portfmoutb- 
harbour*  The  courtrmartiaj  confifted  of  four  admirals,  and 
nine  captains  of  the  navy  K  They  fat  a  month,  daily  examin- 
ing eyldence  for  and  againft  the  prifoner.  Admiral  Weft  de* 
pofeJ,  that  he  (aw  00  rea$>n  why  the  rear*divifion  might  not; 
have  engaged  the  enemy  as  cloie  as  did  the  van,  and  that  there 
^as  no  fignal  made  for  giving  chace  when  the  French  flieerec^ 
pE  General  Blakeney  deppfed,  that,  on  the  aoth  of  May, 
boats  might  have  pailed  betyreen  the  fleet  and  the  garrifon  with 
great  fect^rity,  and  that  if  the  troops  ordered  for  his  relief  had 
been  landed^  he  could  have  held  out  till  the  arrival  of  Sir  Ed-. 

b  Adtmrds,     Smith,  prcfidcnt;  Hnlboorne,  Norris,  Broderick. 

C^ptcin\.      Holmes,    Boy?,    Simct'C,     B.mlcy,    &cnni$, '  Geary,    Moore, 

V?^d 
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w^d  Hawkc.    Captain  Young,  of  the  Jntr^id,  declared,  tbat  A.  D^ 
fhc  lofi  of  his  forcrtop-maft  did  not  appear  to  prevent  the  rear-  175^* 
divifion  from  bearing  down  upon  the  enemy.     Captain  Gardi- 
ner  dcpofcd,  that  he  adyifed  the  admiral  to  bear  down,  but 
without  effca,  and  that,  on  the  day  of  the  aftion,  the  admiral 

took  the  command  of  the  Ramillics  intirely  upon  himfclt ^ 

Thefe  cogent  dcpofitions  were  corroborated  by  other  witneffcs, 
and  not  in  the  Icaft  degree  invalidated  by  any  counter- evidence 
tn  favour  of  the  delinquent.    But  foipc  of  the  officers  who 
were  on  board  his  (hip,  and  near  him  during  the  engagcmenti, 
depofcd,  that  he  difcovered  no  figns  of  confufion,  or  want  of 
perfonal  courage,  but  tbat  he  gave  his  orders  diftinaiy  and  with 
apparent  coolncfs.     The  vlmiral's  fpecch,  in  his  defence,  was 
inadequate  to  the  great  purpofe  of  eflfacing  the  impreiSon  which 
the  powerful  evidence  againft  him  had  made  upon  the  court ) 
they  therefore  found  him  guilty  of  a  breach  of  tbat  part  of  the 
tvkrelfth  article  of  war,  which  fays,— «  or  (hall  not  do  his  ut- 
««  moCt  to  take  or  dcfliroy  every  (hip  which  it  (hall  be  his  duty 
^<  to  engage;  and  to  a0ift  and  relieve  all  and  every  of  his  Ma- 
«  jeft/s  (hips  which  it  (hall  be  his  duty  to  afiift  and  relieve.* 
He  was  therefore  fentenccd  to  be  (hot,  that  being  the  puni(h- 
xnent  pofitivcly  ordained  for  a  breach  of  this  article.     The 
court,  however,  being  of  opinion,  that  admiral  Byng*s  mifcon- 
du€t  did  not  proceed  from  want  of  courage  or  difaffeftion, 
added  to  their  report  of  their  proceedings  to  the  lords  of  the 
admirahy,  a  petition,  rcqucfting  their  lordfhips  moft  earneftly 
^o  recommend  him  to  his  majefty's  clemency. 

The  lords  of  the  admiralty,  having  compared  the  fentcnce  of 
the  court-martial  with  the  words  of  the  twelfth  article  of  war, 
which  arc,  *<  Every  perfon  in  the  fleet,  whp  through  convardice^ 
<«  negligence^  or  dlfaffeSihn^  (hall,**  feV,  and  not  finding  the 
crime  of  negligence  (he  being  acquitted  of  the  other  two)  impu- 
ted by  the  court  5  were  in  doubt  concerning  the  legality  of  the 
fentcnce :  they  therefore  prefented  a  memorial  to  the  king,  rc- 
qucfting that  the  opinion  of  the  twelve  judges  might  be  taken. 
'JThis  was  accordingly  done,  and  the  judges  pronounced  it  a  le- 
gal fentcnce.  After  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  bad  figned  9, 
warrant  for  admiral  Byng's  execution,  fome  of  the  members  of' 
the  court-martial  cxprcfTcd  a  wifti  to  be  rcleafed,  by  aft  of  par- 
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A.  D.  Iiamcnt,  from  their  oath  of  fccrccy.  A  biH  for  this  purpoie 
*756.-  accordingly  paflcd  the  houfc  of  commons;  but  when  k  came  to 
a  fccond  reading  in  the  hoofe  of  lords,  each  member  of  the 
court  •^martial  was  feparately  afked,  whether  he  had  any  thing 
to  reveal  which  might  incline  the  king  to  pardon  the  delinquent. 
Strange  as  it  may  feem,  they  all  anfwered  in  the  negative !  and, 
on  the  14th  of  March^  admiral  John  Byng  was  (hot  on  board 
che  Mcnarque,  in  the  harbour  of  Portfmouth. 

This  exemplary  punifliment  of  a  BritiOi  admiral  was  an  event 
fo  fingulaj^  and  fo  incerdling  to  every  gentleman  of  the  navy, 
that  it  jeems  to  require  a  few  reflexions  before  we  difmifs  the 
iubjeA.  I  That  the  admiral  did  not  exert  hk  utmoft  power  a- 
gainfl  the  enetny,  is  very  evident;  and  it  is  equally  apparent, 
his  fleet  having  the  advantage  of  the  wind)  that  his  fighting  or 
not  fighting  was  matter  of  choice.   Hence  it  necefTarily  follows, 
{allowing  that  he  ought  to  have  fought))  that  he  either  wanted 
judgment  or  refolution.     As  to  judgment,  it  certainly  required 
very  little,  to  comprehend  the  importance  of  the  fervicc  on 
ivhich  he  was  fent,  and  ftill  lefs  knowledge  of  the  hiflory  of 
human  events,  not  to  know,  that»  when  great  atchievements  are 
required,  fomething  muft  be  left  to  fortunCi  regardlefs  of  the 
calculation  of  chances.     In  all  battles,  whether  at  fca  or  in  the 
field,  fortuitoas  events  have  vafl  influence  4  but  in  naval  com- 
bats ma(k  frequently,  where  a  iingle  accidental  fhot  from  a  fri- 
gate may  difable  a  firfl-rate  man  of  war.     This  confideration  is 
alone  fuflicient  to  determine  any  commander  of  a  kmg's  (hip 
never  to  (Irike  fo  long  as  he  can  fwim,  be  the  force  of  his  an- 
tagonid  ever  fo  fuperior.     Upon  the  whole,  I  believe  we  may 
equitably  conclude,  that  admiral  Byng  was  conAitutionally  defi« 
cicnt  in  that  degree  of  perfonal  intrepidity,  by  no  means  efT^sn- 
jtial  to  the  character  of  a  private  gentleman,  but  which  is  the 
fine  qua  n<m  of  a  Britifli  admiral.     The  justice  of  punifhing  a 
dan  for  a  conflitutional  defe<Sl,  reds  folely  on  his  accepting  his 
eommiffion  with  the  articles  of  war  in  his  hand.   But  admitting 
we  are  faiisficd  in  regard  to  the  juflice  of  his  execution,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  fentence  of  the  court-martial,  we  are  not  &t  all 
Satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  that,  or  thofe  members  of  that 
court,  who  were  fo  anxious  to  be  relcafed  from  their  oath  of 
lixrecy  as  to  pufh  an  a£l  for  that  purpofc  through  the  houfe  o£ 

commons^ 
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commons,  and  wlio  afterwards  fpoke  another  language  at  the  A.  IK 
bar  of  the  houfc  of  lords.  Truth  or  calumny,  I  know  not  « 7  5^ 
which,  have  whifpcrcd,  that  lord  Anfon's  private  remonftranccs 
deprived  Byng  of  that  laft  ray  of  h6pc  which  feme  fcruples  of 
confcience  gave  hira  reafon  to  expe£^,  and  the  public  of  that 
(atisfa£lion  which  they  have  ilill  a  right  to  demand.  I  fay  this> 
on  a  prefumption  that  the  perfon  alhided  to  is  now  living. 

The  purfuit  of  this  tragedy  to  its  cataftrophe  having  carried 
us  fomewhat  beyond  the  limits  of  the  year  1756,  it  is  neceffiry 
that  we  (hould  now  rcfiune  the  thread  of  our  relation  of  fucb 
public  tranfa^ions  as  were  conneAed  with  the  naval  hiftory  of 
thb  kingdom.  Hitherto  we  have  feen  Great  Britain  and  Franco  ^ 
actually  at  war,  without  the  ceremony  of  an  open  declaration.^ 
Why  this  formality  was  Co  long  deferred,  mnf^  be  afcribed  ta 
political  coniiderations,  by  which  the  miniflers  of  both  countries 
were  influenced^  but  how  cogent  foever  thefc  con fi derations 
might  feem  to  a  cabinet-council,,  a  piratical  war  between  two 
poli(hed. nations  is  unjud  to  the  fubje£^s  of  both:  the  reafon  is 
obvious.  However,  in  the  beginning  of  ^Xay,  the  Britiih  mi- 
nidry  being,  no  longer  in  doubt  concerning  the  invaiion  of  Mi- 
noi  ca  by  the  French,  determined  to  throw  oflF  the  maik  j  ac- 
cordingly a  declaration  of  war  widk  that  nation  was  publifhed 
in  London  on  the  1  &th,  and  on  the  9th  of  J6ne  war  witb 
England  was  proclaimed  at  Paris.  The  ftate  of  the  navy  o£ 
Britain  and  of  France,  at  this  period,  the  reader  will  find  in 
the  Appendix,  N**  V.  and  VL 

One  principal  defign  of  this  hiftory  being  to  perpetuate  the 
names  of  fuch  naval  commanders^  as,  by  their  gallant  anions, 
deferve  to  be  recorded  in  the  annals  of  Britain,  I  cannot  omit 
an  engagement  which  bappeneii  00  the  f  7th  of  May  ofFRoch- 
fort,  between  the  Colcheikr  of  50  gads,  commanded  by  cap- 
tain Obrian,  and  the  Lime  of  20  guns,  with  the  Aquilon  of 
48  guns,  M.  de  Maurville,  and  the  Fiddle  of  36  (^ns,  M.  de 
Litardais.  They  were  within  gun-fhot  about  fix  in  the  cvcninr, 
and  foon  came  to  io  clofe  an  engagement,  that  the  forc-fjil  of 
ihc  Lime  was  fet  on  fire  by  the  wads  of  the  Fiddle,  again (t 
iprhom,  notwith (landing  the  great  inequality  of  ftrcngth,  (he 
maintained  a  glorious  contefl  upwards  of  five  hours;  when  the 
FidcUe  retreated  firing  ilgnals  of  diftrcis,  and  the  ^^ime  was  i\> 

ihattcicd 
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A.  D.  fliattered  as  to  be  totally  ihcapable  of  makidg  any  fail  a^heflki^: 
1756.  The  Colchefter  and  the  Aquilon  fought  with  equal  intrepidity 
till  paft  midnight,  and  then  parted  with  mutual  honour  and  la* 
tisfadion*  Previous  to  this  a£kion,  the  Warwick  of  60  gUBS^ 
captain  Shuldham,  off  Martinico,  falling  in  with  three  Frettch 
men  of  wao  was  taken  after  an  obftinate  running  fight,  in 
which  (he  loft  her  captain  and  a  confidcrable  number  of  mcD* 

Our  fleet  in  North  America  was,  during  this  year,  not  totally 
inaftive*  A  French  man  of  war  of  50  guns,  called  VArc^en^ 
del,  with  troops  and  military  ftores  for  Louifbourg,  was  taken 
off  that  port  by  the  Norwich  and  Litchfieldi  both  50  gun  fliipsi 
belonging  to  admiral  Spry^s  fquadron.  Oil  the  26th  of  Julyj 
off  the  harbour  of  Louifbourg,  commodore  Holmes  on  board 
the  Grafton,  with  the  Nottingham,  and  the  Hornet  and  Ja- 
maica floops,  fell  in  with  two  French  men  of  war,  Lr  Her^^ 
Villujlrt,  and  two  frigatesi  which  were  returning  ffom  Canada. 
The  enemy  being  to  windward,  commodore  Holmes  ftood  to^ 
wards  them,  as  near  the  wind  as  he  could  lye.  The  French 
fquadron  bore  down  upon  him  till  within  about  two  leagues  dii^ 
lance,  when  the  Englifh  tacked  with  a  delign  to  cut  the  enemy 
off  from  the  port  of  Louirbourg  \  but  they  hauled  iti  for  it^ 
and  came  to  an  anchor  about  noon.  Commodore  Holmes  pur-» 
fued  them  till  within  a  league  of  the  harbour,  where  he  bid  to 
till  four  in  the  afternoon,  and  then  made  fail  to  the  eaftward« 
As  foon  as  it  was  dark,  he  difpatched  the  Hornet  floop  to  Ha^^ 
llfax,  to  rcqueft  a  reinforcement,  being  much  inferior  to  the 
enemy.  At  eight  next  morning,  the  four  French  fliips,  above- 
mentloned,  weighed  anchor,  failed  out  of  the  harbour,  and 
gave  him  chace.  The  EnglWh  Ihips  ftood  from  the  enemy  at 
£rft,  and  fought  them  for  fome  time  with  their  ftern  chace  only  \ 
but  the  Grafton  at  length  hauled  up  her  courfers,  bunted  her 
main-fail,  and  bore  down  upon  the  French  commodore,  who 
was  alfo  attjicked  by  the  Nottingham.  UUlufire  was  prevented 
from  aiBfting  his  partner,  by  a  fudden  calm;  but  a  breeze 
fpringing  up  foon  after,  the  French  were  again  united  about 
feven  in  the  evening.  At  dufk  the  battle  ended,  and  the  two 
fquadrons  feparated.  According  to  the  P'rench  account  of  this 
engagement,  the  two  Englifti  fliips  (heered  off  wheti  they  faw 
the  Illuflre  coming  up ;  and  next  morning  Monf,  Beaufier,  the 

commodore. 
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etimroodore,  finding  the  Engltfh  at  too  great  a  diftance,  return-  A.  D. 
cd  to  Louifbourg,  ivith  the  lofs  of  eighteen  men  killed  and  1756. 
£Orty-eight  wounded.  The  Englifii  accbunti  on  the  contrary, 
afiures  us,  that,  before  it  grew  dark,  the  French  flicered  off, 
^kad  next  morning  prevented  a  renewal  of  the  afkion,  by  bear- 
ing away  right  before  the  wind  For  Louin>ourg.  The  Hero  was 
confiderably  injured*  The  Grafton  had  fix  men  killed  and 
twenty-one  l^ounded. 

Spain,  at  this  timej  affe£led  tb  entertain  fcntiments  of  fincere 
friendfliip  towards  England,  and  declared  herfelf  determined  to 
maintaiil  the  ftri£left  neutrality  :  neverthelefs,  (he  had  fo  conti* 
nued  to  augment  her  navy,  that  fhe  had  now  forty-fix  (hips  of 
the  line  and  ttventy'-two  frigates  almoft  fit  for  fervice.  Not« 
^tbftanding  the  pacific  declarations  of  the  SpaniOi  mihiflry, 
they  were  certainly  determined j  as  fo6n  as  they  were  ready,  if 
Slot  to  break  with  England',  at  leaft  to  try  her  patience  to  the 
4lmoft.  Their  guarda  coftas  began  again  to  infuit  our  trade  in 
Cfae  Weft  Indies,  and  private  orders  were  fent  to  prevent  our 
cutting  logwood  in  the  bay  of  Honduras.  But  thcfe  infults 
being  infufficient  tb  provoke  the  Britifh  miniftry,  the  haughty 
Spaniard  refolved  to  feize  the  firft  opportunity  of  infulting  us 
nearer  home.  A  French  privateer^  having  taken  an  EngliHi 
vcflTel  on  the  coaft  of  France,  brought  her  to  an  anchor  under 
the  guns  of  Algetire,  a  Spanifli  fort  in  the  bay  of  Gibraltar. 
Sir  Edward  Hawke,  whofe  fquadron  was  at  this  time  riding  in 
the  bay,  and  lord  Tyrawlcj  governor  of  Gibraltar,  immediately 
fent  to  demand  the  reftitution  of  the  prize,  which  the  governor 
of  Algezire  p9Ctively  refufed.  The  Englifli  officer  who  carried 
this  demand,  being  attended  with  a  number  of  armed  boats, 
with  orders  to  cut  the  fiiip  out  and  to  bring  her  off  at  all  events, 
proceeded  to  execute  his  orders,  and  carried  his  point  ;  but  the 
'  caftle  gave  him  fo  warm  a  reception,  that  above  a  hundred  of 
his  men  were  eicher  killed  or  wounded.  The  court  of  Spain 
approved  of  the  governor's  condud,  and  pretended  to  be  vio- 
lently offended  with  that  of  Sir  Edward  Hawke.  England 
bore  this  outrage  with  Chridian  patience ;  and  the  impreffion 
it  made  was  foon  obliterated  by  a  greater. 

Human  nature,  colle£bed  into  dates  and  kingdoms,  is  influ- 
enced by  the  follies,  pafiions,  and  vices,  by  wkich  individuals 

Vol.  IV.  M  are 
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A*  D*  are  generally  governed.  The  man  who  wants  fpirlt  1^  relbnf 
I'TS^*  the  firfl'  afiront,  muft  foon  expeft  a  fecond  j  fo  it  is  with  na- 
tions*  The  AntigalUcan,  an  £ngli(h  private  ihip  of  war»  of 
thirty  carriage  and  iiJUeen  (Wivel  guns»  commanded  by  captain 
WilJam  Fofter,  cruizing  in  the  bay  of  Btfcay,  feU  in  with  Le 
Due  d0  Penikievre%  a  French  £aft  Indiaman,  on  the  26th  of 
December,  about  fevcR  leagves  from  Ferrol.  The  ladiaman^ 
mounting  fifty  gups^  beihg  to  windward>  bore  down  npoa  the 
AntigaUicani  and  fired  a  gun  to  bring  herto.  She  then  hoift- 
cd  her  colours.  The  Frenchman  fired  a  broadfide^  and  half 
another,  with  confiderable  effed,.  before  the  AntigalUcan  re- 
turned the  compliment.'  A  clofe  engagement  cnfued^  and  con* 
linued  three  hoors,  when  the  Indiaman  ftnick,  her  captain  and 
twelve  men.  being  killed^,  and  her  fecond  captain  and  twenty* 
feven  men  wounded..  They  were,  at  this  time,  five  leagues 
and  a  hSilf  dtftant  from  the  lighc^houfe  at  €Iorunna^  Captain 
Fofter  attempted  to:  cany  his  prize  into  Lifbon  y  but,  finding  «ft 
impoffibie  to  make  that  port,  he  bore  away  for  Cadiz,  wher^ 
as  foon  as  he  came  to  an  anchor,  the  officers  of  the  Indiaman 
depofed  upon  oath,  that  their  fliip  was  in  aU  re%>eflB  a  leg^l 
prize.  Ncverthelefsy  incredible  as  it  may  feem,  it  was  not  long, 
before  orders  weit  feiit  firom  IWadrid,  to  the  governor  of  Cadiz^ 
to  detain  both  the  ihips,  under  pretence  that  the  Indiamap  was- 
taken  fe  near  a  Spanilh  for^  as  to  be  within  the  diftance  pse« 
Tcribed  by  the  law  of  nations :  a  palpable  falfehood  I  The  Spa- 
niards pretended  to  infiitute  a  legal  inquiry;  but  their  proceed- 
ings were  a  difgrace  to  aH  law  and-  equity.  Sir  Benjamin  Keene 
at  Madrid,  and  Mr.  Goldfworth,  the  Englifh  confuL  at  Cadiz^ 
in  vain  remonftrated.  The  court  of  Spain  fent  a  pofitive  order 
for  the  prize  to  be  delivered  to  the  French  conful,  and  the  go« 
'vernor  of  Cadiz,  on  captain  Fofter's  refufitig  to  ftrike  the  £ng- 
If  (h  colours,  fent  a  fixty-gun  fliip  and  a  thirty»gtm  firigate  to  re« 
duce  tht  Fenthievre  to  obedience  by  force.  They  continued 
liring'upon  her  near  two  hours  without  a  fingle  (hot  being  re- 
turned. They  (hoc  away  his  enfigri,  kiHed  the  failor  who  was 
fent  to  ftrike  his  pendent,  and  wounded  feven  of  his  men. 
When  the  SpaniOi  commodore  had  thus  amufsd  bimfelf  a^s  long 
as  he  thought  fit,  captain  Fofter  was  ,told  that  he  was  not  a 
prifoner,,  and  f^Sered  to  go  on  ftiOFe,.  and  was  afterwards  toU- 
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by  the  governor,  that  he  had  no  farther  commands  fear  him :  A.  D. 
neverthelcfs,  be  was  next  morning  drs^ed  to  prifoni  ax)d  his  ^75^* 
crew»  after  being  robbed  j^nd  abuTed  by  the  Sp^niih  ibldiers, 
were  ihrown  into  a  lotbfome  dungeon,  where  they  muiV  ineyv- 
tably  have  periihed  of  hunger,  but  for  the  humanity  ^{  the 
Dritifli  conful.  Thefe  unhappy  men  were  not  releafed  till  the 
5  th  of  March. 

It  is  as  painful  to  the  Brltilh  hidorian  as  to  the  Britifii  reader 
to  contemplate  the  infolent  cruelty  and  injudice  of  Spain*  in  this 
and  the  preceding  example.  In  fome  periods  of  our  hiftory^ 
not  a  nation  under  heaven  would  have  dared  thus  to  provoke 
the  growling  lion.  If  this  bad  happened  in  the  reign  of  Elifa- 
bethy  or  during  Cromwell's  uAirpation,  Cadiz  would  have  beea 
laid  in  afhes  in  Icfs  than  si  month.  But  the  political  fyfte^i  of 
the  Britjfli  miniftry  prompted  them  rather  to  fubmit  to  any  ior 
fulr^  than  rifk  a  Spanilh  war.  The  people  of  England  grew 
<Hfl4tisfied.  Braddockfs  defeat^  the  redudion  of  Ofwego  and 
ether  forts  in  America;  the  loifs  of  Minorca,  and  the  abfurd 
difpoGcion  and  employment  of  the  navy,  convittjced  them,  that 
the  minifiry  were  unequal  to  the  importance  of  their  fevcral  of* 
fices.  The  nation  became  clamorous,  and  the  king  at  laft  corr 
fcnted  to  a  partial  change  in  the  idminiflration.  Mr.  Pitt  waa 
appointed  iecretary  of  ftate  for  the  fouthern  dq>artmcot,  and 
Mr.  Legge  nominated  chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  ^ 

The  people  in  general  were  extremely  delighted  with  this  1757^ 
change  of  men,  in  full  confidence  that  a  change  of  meafures 
would  follow;  but  too  much  of  the  old  leaven  ftHl  remained, 
to  fuffcr  the  full  exertion  of  heroic  patriotirm*  Thefe  new  mi« 
9ifters  began  to  a£t  upon  principles  fo  diametrically  oppofite  to 
thofe  of  their  colleagues  in  adminiftration,  that  they  were  hard«> 
ly  feated  in  their  places  before  it  vas  determined  to  remove 
them.  They  were  reprcfented  to  the  ling  as  two  obftinatef 
wayward  fervants  of  the  people,  rather  than  of  the  crown,  and 
totally  ignorant  of  that  political  fyfltem  by  which  Hanover  could 
poiSbly  be  preferved.  This  artful  appeal  to  his  majefl>'s  tidXu^ 
ral  afiedions  produced  the  defircd  cffcft.  On  the  Jth  of  April 
Sir.  Pitt%  by  the  king's  commandf  was  difmiiTcd  ttie  offi^  of      '  . 

c  Loodon  <j  *«cfte. 

T4  2  fc(tctary 
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A.  D.  fecretaty  of  ftate,  and  Mr.  Legge,  baying  alfo  refignedi  was 
>757-'(ucceeded  by  Lord  Mansfield  in  the  office  of  chancellor  of  tbe 
exchequer.  This  fsdden  difmiffion  of  the  two  popular  mini* 
Acts,  furpria^ed  apd  alsMrmed  the  nation,  aqd,  inftead  of  di£* 
gracing  them  with  the  people,  added  in6nitcl7  to  their  popu- 
larity. Many  of  the  principal  cities  in  England  compfimented 
them  with  their  freedom  in  gold  boxes,  and  t}ie  whole  natioo 
became  at  laft  fo  clamorous,  that  it  was  foon  thought  advifablc 
to  folicit  their  re-acceptance  of  the  places  from  which  they  had 
been  fo  lately  difmiifcd.  Mr.  Pitt  refumed  hb  oflkc  o{  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate  for  the  ibuthern  department  on  the  29th  of  June,  j 
and  Mr.  Legge  that  of  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  a  few  days 
after.  From  this  time  Mr.  Pitt  became  prime  mlnifter,  though 
the  principal  per(bns  who  compofed  die  late  adminiftration  re- 
mained in  office.  The  duke  of  Newcaftle  was  appointed  firft 
lord  of  the  tfeaftiry,  Mr.  Fox  paymafter-general  of  the  armyj, 
and  lord  Anfon  iirft  lord  of  the  admiralty. 

The  firft  expeci&tion  In  which  the  navy  Iwre  a  part,  after  Mr. 
Pitt's  reftoration,  was  that  againft  Rochfort  on  the  coaft  of 
France.  This  mintfter  conceived,  thatthe  mod  effeAual  means 
of  ftopping  the  progrefs  of  the  French  armies  in  Germany, 
was,  by  ravaging  tfieir  coaft,  to  call  their  attention  to  the  fecu- 
rity  of  their  own  dominions.  Rochfort  became  the  firft  ohjc€t 
of  his  attention  in  confequence  of  certain  intelligence  which  he 
had  received  from  a  captain  Clerk,  who  informed  him^  that, 
returning  from  Gifarakar  in  the  year  1744,  he  vifited  Rochfort,' 
with  a  detign  to  make  himfdf  acquainted  with  its  fbrength^ 
in  cafe  of  a  war  with  France,  and  that  he  found  its  fortifica-"' 
tions  in  fo  ruinous  a  ftate,  that  the  town  might  be  eafily  taken 
by  a  coup^dematn  ;  prefuming  that  it  remained  in  the  fame  fita* 
ation,  bccaufe  the  fortifications  had  not  been  repaired  during  the 
two  laft  wars  with  England.  Captain  Clerk's  information  was 
afterwards  laid  before  the  cabinet,  and  Tierry,  a  French  pilot, 
was  clofely  examined,  concerning  the  practicability  of  landing 
and  proteAing  the  troops. 

The  miniftry  being  now  perfeflly  fatisfied,  as  to  the  feafiblli- 
ty  ami  importance  of  the  enterprize,  a  formidable  fleet  was  im- 
mediately ordered  to  Spithead,  and  ten  regiments *of  foot  en- 
(lampcJ  0:1  the  Iflc  of  Wight,     Sir  John  Mord^unt>  knight  of 

the. 
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the  batbi  commanded  the  troops,  and  Sir  Edward  Hawke  the  A.  D, 
fleet  of  men  of  war  ordered  for  this  fervice.  The  deftination  i75?* 
of  tbis  forn^idable  armament  remained  a  profound  .fecret  for 
fome  time ;  it  was,  however,  at  laft,  generally  nnderftood  to 
be  intended  againftfome  part  of  the  coaft  of  France.  Mr.  Pitt, 
perfeAty  fenfible  of  the  nacefficy  of  proceeding  with  all  poffible 
expedition,  repeatedly  urged  the  departure  of  the  fleet ;  but, 
^ther  by  fome  unaccountable  fatality,  or  by  the  malignant  in- 
fluence of  men  who  would  damn  their  country  to  thwart  the 
meafur^  of  an  envied  minifter,  the  tranfports  did  not  arrive^t 
St.  Helen's  till  the  4th  of  September.  The  troops  were  emr 
barked  with  all  poffible  expedition,  and  the  fleet  got  under  fail 
on  the  8th.  This  entire  armament  confifted  of  fixteen  (hips  of 
the  line,  ieven  frigates,  two  bomb-ketches,  two  fire-fliips,  two 
bufies,  one  borfe^lhip^y   an4  fifty- five  tranfports,  beGdes  th^ 


A  ^tx.  Royal  Qeorgv.                   Qiptaia  BocIiIq^ 

too  guns. 
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A.  D.  Jafen,  »  fortj-gun  (hip,  in  the  capachy  of  a  traQfpoit«  ae4  the 
^757*  Ch^fterfield  man  of  war  for  the  purpoTe  of  repeatfog  fignab.  On 
board  of  this  fleet  were  ten  regiments  of  foo^^  two  raiments  of 
marinesi  fixty  Ught  borfe,  and  a  foroiklaUe  tram  of  artillery. 
The  admirals  under  Sir  Edward  Hawke  were  Knowlea  and 
Broderick,  and  under  Sir  John  Mocdaunt  were  the  generals 
Conway  and  Comwallis. 

This  fleet  failed  from  St.  Helen's  with  a  fair  wind,  aad  bore 
fiway  to  the  weflward.  The  troops  on  board  were  totally  tg« 
norant  of  their  deftination  till  the  1 5th»  when  the  orders  iSued 
by  Sir  John  Mordaunt  relative  to  the  nature  of  the  ferYice  oa 
which  they  were  Tent,  put  the  matter  out  of  doubt.  Th^y  ftood 
into  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  and  on  the  20th  made  the  ifle  of  Olcron* 
Sir  Edward  Hawke  fent  immediate  orders  for  admiral  Knowlet 
to  proceed  with  his  dififion  to  Bafque  road»  and  to  attack  the 
fort  on  the  ifle  of  Aix ;  but  the  execution  of  this  order,  though 
pofitive,  was  fufpended  by  a  very  extraordinary  accident.  Ad- 
miral Knowles,  as  foon  as  he  received  thefe  orders,  made  fail 
with  his  divifion,  and  prepared  his  fliips  for  adlion ;  but  he  had 
fcarce  taken  leave  of  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  before  a  French  man 
of  war  was  obferved  (landing  in  towards  the  centre  of  the  Eng- 
lifli  fleet.  When  this  finguhr  phenomenon  appeared*,  admiral 
Knowles  was  fo  deeply  engaged  in  the  important  occupation  of 
exhibiting  the  entertaining  fpe£tacle  of  a  clear  fliip  between 
decks  to  general  Conway,  that  he  could  not  poIBbly  attend  fo 
the  firft  information  brought  by  his  lieutenant.  However,  in 
confequence  of  a  fecond  meflage,  the  admiral  came  upon  deck, 
and,  with  his  fpy-glafs,  difcovered  this  ftrangc  fail  t^  be  a  two- 
decked  fliip.  Admiral  Knowles  recoHcfting  that  he  was  fedt 
on  a  difitrcnt  fcrvicc,  but  not  recollecting  the  comparative  ioi- 
portance  of  that  fervice,  was  in  doubt  whether  he  fliould  make 
a  fign^il  for  any  of  his  divifion  to  chace,  during  this  hefitation 
t^ie  French  fliip  difcovered  her  miftakc,  tacked  and  bore  away 
with  all  the  fail  flie  could  crowd.  The  admiral  continued  ftil! 
to  doubt,  and  doubted  fo  long,  that  all  poflibility  of  coming  op 
with  her  before  night  vanifhed.  At  lafV,  however,  admiral 
Knowles  ordered  the  Mi^gnanime  and  theTorbay  to  give  chace. 

«  Kio^jk-Us's  iA'wzt  crt  S!r  John  Mordauo  *e  ti;*!. 
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TUejr  duiced  as  long  as  they  could  fee  their  objed,  and  next  A.  D. 
morning  rejoiaed  the  fleet.  <  7  5  7« 

On  the  Zift  admiral  Knowles,  with  the  divifion  under  his 
commandy  made  fail  towards  the  land ;  but  the  weather  proving 
haay,  the  pilots  refbrcd  to  carry  the  fleet  in.  This  eTening  the 
troops  were  in  full  expediation  of  landing ;  but  about  ievea 
o'clock  the  fliips  tacked^  and  came  to  an  anchor  near  the  Ifle 
of  Rhee.  On  the  aod  the  fleet  entered  the  bay  called  the  Road 
of  Bafque,  between  the  iflands  of  Rhc2  and  Oleron,  and  theiw 
remained  at  anchor  during  the  night.  About  eight  next  moni*« 
ing,  admiral  Knowks  in  the  Neptanci  with  the  Magnanime^ 
the  Barfleur,  America,  Alcide»  Burford^  and  Royal  Wiliianif 
made  fail  towards  Aix,  a  fmall  ifland  in  the  mouth  of  the  rivec. 
leading  up  to  Rochfort.  Captain  Howe  in  the  Magnanime  led 
the  van.  At  half  paft  twelvei  the  fort  upon  tiie  ifland  begao 
to  fire  upon  him,  and  bis  people  foon  grew  impatient  to  returt^ 
the  compliment.  But  he  continued  to  advance  with  the  utmoflc 
compoTure,  without  firing  a  Gngle  fliot,  continually  urging  his 
pilot  to  lay  the  (hip  as  clofe  to  the  fort  as  poffible.  The  mo* 
sDcnt  he  came  abreaft  of  the  battery,  he  let  go  his  anchors,  and 
fircJ  a  broadfidC)  which  drove  raoft  of  the  Frenchmen  from 
their  guns.  From  this  time  the  fire  from  the  battery  gradually 
ceafed.  It  was,  however,  near  an  hour  before  flie  ftruck  her 
colours.  That  this  ifland  Oiould  prave  fo  eafy  a  coi^queft  wiU 
not  appear  fm-prifing,  when  the  reader  is  informed,  that  the 
battery  fo  furioufly  attacked  by  the  Magnanime  confifled  of  na 
more  than  fix  iron  cannons,  mounted  en  barbei ;  fo  that  the* 
gunners  were  fo  entirely  expofed,  that  captain  (now  lord)  Howe 
might  have  taken  the  fort  in  his  long*boat.  There  were  in*^ 
deed  near  thirty  pieces  of  cannon  upon  the  ifland;  but  the  (\Jk 
above*mentioned  were  all  that  were  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
ihips.  The  fortifications  of  Aix  were  planned  by  the  grcar 
Vauban;but  thd  execution  of  that  plan  had  been  fo  totally^ 
neglcAed,  that  the  iiland  was,  at  this  tiine,  entirely  defence^* 

A%  foon  as  the  French  colours  were  ftruck,  an  £ngfi(h  regi- 
ment landed  and  took  poffeiEon  of  the  important  conqiicft. 
Aix  is  an  ifland  about  five  or  Hx  miles  in  circumference,  entire- 
1/  covered  with  vines,  which  yield-  a  meagre  wine,  the  common 

beverage 
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A.  D.  beverage  of  the  eoontiy.  The  garrifoD  confiftcd  of  ibdut  IM 
'757*  hundred  men,  part  foldiers  and  part  {ailorSf  moft  of  which  had 
been  landed  from  the  continent  on  the  day  preceding  the  attack, 
and  were  now  made  prifoners  of  war.  As  to  the  bchaidotif 
of  the  Englifli  regiment  which  took  pofleflion  of  the  fon^  I  will 
tell  it  in  the  language  of  a  writer,  who  ferved  as  a  volunteer  on 
this  expedition  f.—"  I  wifli/'  fays  the  author,  "  I  could  with 
<*  truth  report,  that  our  people  behaved  with  the  moderation 
«  they  ought  to  have  done:  and  I  am  forry^  for  the  ere* 
*<  dit  of  our  difcipline^  that  the  fevere  orders  ifltied  by  the  ge- 
^  neral  were  not  as  fcverely  executed;  Both  our  foldiers  and 
<<  failors  were  fuffered  to  get  abominably  dninki  and^  iii  con- 
«  fcquence  of  that,  cruelly  to  infult  the  poor  fufferers:  This 
<<  little  ifland  became^  in  a  very  few  hours,  a  moft  (hocking 
<<  Icene  of  detiftation ;  even  the  church  was  fufiered  to  be  pil. 
**  laged,  the  poor  prieft  robbed  of  his  little  library^  and  his 
<<  robes  bedme  a  mafquerading  habit  to  the  drunken  tars/* 
Such  behaviour  is  not  furprifing  in  a  clalsof  men  who  aAwitb^ 
out  refleQiofi,  and  in  whom  reflb£Hdn  would  be  a  nlisfbrtune 
to  themfelveS  and  to  their  cduhtry;  but  thslt  fuch  cbndofl 
ihould  have  been  fuffered  by  their  fuperiors,  is  wonderful  in- 
deed !  That  men  flufhed  with  wine  and  vidory  are  with  diffi« 
culty  reftrained j  I  readily  acknowledge ;  but  the  difficulty  of 
preventing  a  crime,  whitfi  admits  of  ho  paliation,  is  a  verj 
feeble  apology. 

The  conqucft  of  the  ifle  of  Aii»,  though  of  little  imptortanccj 
confidered  as  an  omen  of  fuccefs,  gave  vaft  fpirlts  to  the  whole 
fleet,  and  inrpired  the  troops  with  fuch  ardour,  that,  if  they 
had  been  immediately  landed  on  the  continent,  they  would  pro* 
bably  have  fucceeded  in  any  pofTible  attempt.  Five  days  from 
this  ]>eriod  ivcre  fpcnt  in  founding  the  depth  of  water,  in  pru- 
dential deliberations  and  fage  councils  of  war;  fo  that  eight 
days  were  now  elapfed  fince  the  firft  appearance  of  the  fleet  on 
the  coaft  of  France,  during  which  time^  we  may  rationally  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  enemy  had  made  no  inconfiderable  progrefs  ia 
preparing  for  a  vigorous  defence.  But  before  we  proceed  to 
the  conclufion  of  this  grand  eJtpeditibn,  it  is  neceilary  to  relate, 

f  Gerolnc  account  ofth:  i^te  cxf eiiiioOi  p.  44.  S  Ibid» 
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taorc  particularly,  the  tranraSiIons  of  the  five  days  from  the  ta-.A.  D. 
king  of  the  ifle  of  Aix.  *757- 

Oo  the  23d,  in  the  afternoon,  immediately  after  the  glorious 
conqneft  of  that  important  fortrefs^   Sir  Edward  Hawke  fent 
admiral  Broderick,  with  captains  Dennis^  Douglas,  and  Buckle^ 
to  reconnoitre  and  found  the  coafl:^  in  order  to.idnd  a  proper 
place  for  landing  the  troops  which  were  intended  to  deftroy  the 
ihipping,  docks>  and  naval  ftores  at  Rochfoit.    Thefe  gentlo- 
mth^  having  fpent.the  remainder  of  that  day,  and  the  follow- 
ing night,  in  the  laborious  execution  of  their  commiflion,  re- 
turned to  tbe  Beet  about  four  in  the  evening  of  the  24tb,  and 
reported^  that  from  Ahgolin  to  Chataillon  there  was  a  hard 
£mdy  beaich  \  alio  a  fmall  bay  farther  to  the  eaftward,  at  either 
of  which  places  troops  might  be  conveniently  landed,  and  that 
there  was  fufficient  depth  of  water^  and  clear  ground  for  tbe 
tranfports  to  anchor  at  the  diflance  of  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the 
(bore.     They  alfo  reported,  that  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  bay 
there  was  a  fquare  fort;  on  the  north-weft  fide  of  which  were  • 
nine  embra^ures^  and  two  on  the  north-^aft.     This  fort  had 
been  previouily  re(;bnnoitred  by  colonel  Wolfe,   who  was  of 
opinion,  that  it  might  be  eailly  filenced  by  a  fingle  fliip,  or,  ac 
leaft,  fo  engaged,  that  the  troops  might  land  on  each  fide  of  it 
with  very  little  interruption.     The  pilot  of  the  Magnanime  made 
no  doubt  of  carrying  his  ihip  near  enough  to  batter  the  fort. 
From  thefe  fevcral  reports  Sir  Edward  liawke  and  Sir  John 
Mordaunt  feemed  determined  to  proceed  to  the  execution  of 
colonel  Wolfe's. plan*     But  this  rcfolution  was  afterwards  flag- 
gered  by  general  Conway,  who,  after  a  tedious  examination  of 
feveral  prifoners  from  the  ifle  of  Aix,  reported  that,  according 
to  the  information  of  thefe  prifoners,  the  attempt  again  ft  Roch- 
fort  would  be  attended  with  danger  and  difBciilty  ^     This  fuf- 
picious  information  determined  the  two  commanders  to  have 
recourfc  to  that  bane  of  our  national  glory,  a  council  of  war. 
If  Wolfe  had  commanded  thefe  brave  troops,  would  he,  on 
this  occalion,  have  called  a  council  of  war  ?     The  report  of 
prifoners  ought  not  to  be  entirely  difregardcd ;  but  a  wife  gene- 
ral, or  admiral,  will  liften  to  their  information  with  the  utmofi: 

^  Ent:ck,  vol.  il.  p.  321. 

Vol.  17.  N  fufpicion. 
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A*  D.  fufpicioD.     Be  this  as  it  may,  if  thefe  pnfoners^prodiicedthe 
'757*couaeil  of  war,  they  ought  to  have  been  amply  revarded  by 
the  king  of  France  as  the  favioars  of  Rdchfort. 

The  members  of  this  memorable  council  were^  Sir  Edwardf 
Hawke,  Sir  John  Mordaant,  admiral  Knowles,.  general  Con- 
way, admiral  Broderick,  general  Cornwailis,  capuin  Rodney, 
€olonel  How;ird.  They  met  on  the  iph,  on  board  the  Neptune, 
and,  after  mature  deliberation,  determined,  unanimouily,  tiiat 
an  attempt  upon  Rochibrt  was  neither  advi/ablt  nor  fraBiathie. 
That  it  was  unadTifable,  if  imprafhicable,  no  body  will  prefumc  to 
doubt.  Nevertheleft,  admiral  Knowles  was  feni  next  morning 
with  two  bomb-ketches  and  other  fmall  ¥d8eis  to  bombard  the 
fort,  and  to  found  the  entrance  inta  the  river  Gharante ;  who 
on  his  return  reported,  that  one  of  the  bombs  ran  a-groQnd> 
and  that  the  Coventry  touched  five  times  in  attempting  to  pro- 
te£l  her  from  two  French  row-galiies.  This  report  by  admiral 
Knowles  can  no  otherwiib  be  reconciled  with  that  of  the  officers 
£rft  employed  in  founding,  ahd  with  the  evidence  of  the  pilot 
of  the  Jdagnanimtf  than  by  fuppofing  that  the  French  pilots 
now  employed,  chofe  to  facrifice  their  reputation  as  pilots  to  the 
fafcty  of  their  country.  But  notWithftanding  this  report,  orders 
were  iiSued  that  night  for  the  troops  td  hdld  themfelves  in  rea- 
dineis  to  land  next  morning  ;  yet  that  day  pafled  hi  perfeft  in* 
a£livity.  However,  another  council  of  war,  confifting  of  the 
f^me  members,  being  called,  it  was  novi^  unanimoufly  refolvcd^ 
that  it  war  advifable  to  land  the  troops. 

In  confe<]uence  of  this  refolotion,  on  the  29th  in  the  after- 
noon, the  Ramill'iss  hoifted  a  fignal  for  the  commanders  of  re- 
giments to  come  on  board,  and  at  eight  the  fame  evening  orders' 
were  iflucd  J  for  the  troops  to  prepare  tot  landing  in  the  night- 
Twelve 

•    '  Viz.  «<  Ramillies,  Sept.  sg. 

*'  The  troops  are  to  be  ready  to  go  front  ihe  tranf^ts  into  the  boats  at 
'*  twelve  o'clock  at  night ;  a  namber  of  men  of  var*^  boats  will  be  appoimc4 
**  to  every  regiment,  onder  the  command  of  a  Kei|teni«t  >  theA,  «iih  tff.c 
*<  tf  anfpon  boats,  (who  arc  to  be  under  the  direAion  of  a  lieutcnsnt  •f  foo')} 
'«  are  to  receive  the  grenadi«r»,  the  piquet  companies,  one,  two,  or  more,  at  the 
•«  boats  can  contain  them;,  the  eommander  of  eveiy  regiment  lands  with  the 
'*  6rn  detachment,  if  it  amounts  to  three  companies. 

<*  Particuhr  care  to  be  uken  that  the  fbldierr  be  sot  too  much  crowded  in 
*<  theboais» 

"  Tlio 
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Twelve  faundrsd  men  were  accordingly  crowded  into  boats,  in  A.  D. 
full  expectation  of  a  (ignal  at  midnight  to  put  off.  Indeed  inch  ^757* 
was  the  alacrity  of  the  troops  on  this  occafion,  and  fuch  their 
cagernefs  to  land,  that  the  boats  were  fiUed  an  hour  before  the 
time.  In  this  fituation  they  remained,  the  boats  beating  againft 
each  other,  for  k  blew  rather  frefli,  till  about  three  in  the 
mco^ning ;  when,  inftead  of  a  Cgnal  to  put  off,  a  laconic  order 
came  for  the  troops  to  return  to  thek  rcfpefUve  tranfport$. 


**  The  crews  of  tho  bo«ti  that  row  the  traofportt  long-boati,  are  to  lie  chiefif 
**  cooipofed  of  foldicrs,  who  are  to  return  to  the  corps  after  the  firft  landing, 
**  and  row  backwards  and  forwards  till  the  whole  difembarkation  is  completed^ 
*<  and  till  the  pro¥ifioDs»  tenti^  haggage,  ^.  are  landed,  aeeording  to  the  orders 
**  of  the  t5th. 

'*  When  the  firft  part  of  every  rcgtment  is  embarked,  it  is  to  proceed  iilent* 
*<  \f  and  quietly  to  the  place  of  rendczvont  appointed  for  the  divifion,  aad 
***  there  the  whole  divifioo  receives  their  orders  froaa  a  captain  of  a  (hip  of 
**  war,  which  orders  chey  are  in  every  particular  ftriAly  to  obey. 

*'  The  troops  have  bad  a  great  example  before  their  eye>,  and  the  general  Is 
**  confident  that  they  wifl  endeavour  to  imitate  the  coolnefs  and  de;ermined 
**  valour  that  appeared  in  the  attack  of  the  rfle  of  Aii. 

**  No  Ibldier  is  to  fire  fron  the  boats  upon  any  account,  but  to  wait  for  the 
^  moinent  to  join  the  enemy  with  th^r  bayonets. 

"  £ight  mantlets /^r  regiment  will  be  diftriS^oted,  and  the  commanding  o^ 
^  cers  will  difpofe  of  them,  fo  as  co  cover  the  landing  boats  and  ro«crs  frum 
**  the  mHfifuetry,  inxafc  It  he  neceffary. 

**  The  troops  are  to  land  iUentiy,  and  in  the  beft  order  the  aatfire  of  th« 
**  thing  allows  oL 

**  The  companies  to  form,  and  he  ready  to  attack  whoever  appears  before 
•*  them. 

*■  The  chief  enf^ineer,  the  ^uartermafVcr-gcoera),  and  bit  depntlei,  are  to  go 
-**  oa  Oiore  wlih  the  fir^  body  that  lands. 

*<  All  the  intrenching  tools  are  to  be  Unded  immediately  after  the  fecond 
**  embarkation* 

**  Mr.  Boyd,  the  comptroller  of  the  arrillery,  it  appointed  to  carry  orders  to 
**  the  chief  engineer,  captain  of  the  artillery,  and  ta  every  branch  of  the  ord* 
*'  nance,  and  it  to  be  obeyed. 

*'  £xh  regiment  to  fend  a  return  immediately  of  the  number  of  tents  they 
**  have  remaining  after  ibe  calculating  a  lent  for  eight  men,  as  ordered  oq 
<*  the  Tsch. 

^  CoioBcl  Kingfly  to  be  ready  to  march  with  the  graoadiert  open  their  land. 
"  ing,  with  two  fidd-afficers,  major  Farquhar,  and  lieucenant*culooel  Sir  Wil* 
'<  liam  Boothb^. 

**  The  regiments  are  each  of  them  to  receive  from  the  (lore  keeper  of  the 
«  4fdBttiee,  ten  chevcaux-dc-lrize,  and  co  fend  for  them  forihwith." 

N  Z  This 
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A.  D.  This  or Jer  was  obcjecU  but  not  without  a  general  niurmtir  of- 

1757.  cjiflatisfadion. 

If  the  reader  be  unacquainted  with  the  real  hiftory  of  this 
expedition,  he  will  doubtlefs  be  at  alofs  on  What  martial  principle 
to  account  for  all  thefe  Apparent  dilatory,  irrefolute,  incongruous, 
and  even  contradi&9ry  proceedings :  in  juftice,  t|;ierefore,  to  the 
commanders  on  each  element,  I  wil^  endeavour  to  devclope  the 
motives  by  which  they  were  influenced  in  theic  varipus  refolu- 
tions,  and,  if  pofCble,  to  point  out  the  feveral  caufes  to  which 
the  mifcarriage  of  this  enterprize  is  to  be  attributed. 

Thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  the  hidory  of  Great  Britain, 
muft  rccolle<H:  many  mftances  of  our  naval  expeditions  having 
failed  for  want  of  alacrity  in  the  prcpa^tion.  '  It  requires  very 
little  nautical  knowledge  or  experience  to  conceive,  that  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  naval'  enterprizes  depends  almofl  intirely  upon  the  pro- 
per feafon  of  the  year.  This  diverfion  on  tfie  coaft  of  France 
feems  to  have  been  firft  fuggefted  by  the  king  of  Fruffia  and  the 
duke  of  Cumberland,  w;ho  were  at  this  ^ime  overpowered  by 
numerous  French  armies  in  Germany,  l^r.  Pitt  adopted  their, 
idea,  becaufe  he  thought  it  rational;  but  he  was  principally  in- 
fluenced by  the  profpe£l  of  giving  a  mortal  ftab  to  the  naval 
power  of  France,  in  the  deftruftion  of  Rochfort.  When  he. 
firft  determined  to  carry  this  projc£l  into  execution,  there  ap- 
peared to  be  time  fufficient.  The  troops,  and  the  fleet  of  men 
of  war,  were  aflcmblcd  early  in  the  month  of  Auguft,  and  their 
not  failing  till  the  8th  of  September  was  intirely  owing  to  the 
mifcondudt  of  the  contractors  for  the  tranfports :  fo  much  is  it 
in  the  power  of  little  beings  to  fruftrate  the  deCgns  of  the  wifeft 
of  the  human  fpecies  1 

That  the  fleet  did  not  make  the  ifle  of  Oleron  till  the  20th» 
was  chiefly  owing  to  contrary  winds;  but,  from  the  above  nar-^ 
rative,  it  is  evident  that  they  might  with  great  eafe,  have  anchor- 
ed in  Bafque  road  next  morning ;  that  the  remainder  of  that  day 
would  have  been  fuiScient  for  reconnoitring  the  coaft,  and  that 
the  troops  might  have  been  in  poflefiion  of  Rochfort  on  the 
evening  of  the  2 ad.  The  attack  upon  the  ifle  of  Aix  was  a 
mere  walle  of  time,  nor  would  the  taking  of  fort  Fouras  have 
anfwered  any  better  purpofe ;  becaufe  neither  of  thefe  forts  were 

ia  Ctuatcd  as  to  prevent  the  landing  of  the  troops,  or  impede 
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their  march  to  Rochfort^  or  render  their  retreat  lefs  fecure.  A.  D^ 
By  the  king's  private  ihftrufiion^to  Sir  John  Mordaunt  i^,  it  ap^  ^757^ 
pears,  that  the  firft  and  principal  objeft  of  the  expedition  was, 
tp  deftrojr  the  docks,  magazines,  arfenals  and  (hipping  at  Roch- 
fort.  This  was  to  be  effeAed  by  furprize,  or  cwp  di  main : 
therefore  eyery  hour  of  unnecefiary  delay  was  a  fault,  as  it  not 
only  gave  the  enemy  time  to  recover  iirom  the  conftemation  into 
which  the  appearance  of  fuch  an  armament  muft  have  thrown 
them,  but  alfo  gave  them  time  to  colledl  their  troops,  and  add 
ifarength  to  their  fortifications. 

We  have  feen  above,  from  the  report  of  admiral  Brodcrick, 
that  the  tranfports  might  fafely  ride  at  anchor  within  a  mile  and  a 
half  of  a  firm  beach,  where  the  troops  might  have  landed  with-  , 
^ut  the  leaft  moleftation  from  any  fort  or  battery.  Why  were 
not  the  tranfports,  immediately  upon  this  report,  ordered  to 
that  ftation,  and  the  army  landed  upon  the  beach  ?  If  the  tranf- 
ports had  been  thus  fituated,  the  intire  difembarkation  would 
have  been  effe£ied  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  hours,  and  the  firft 
divifion  landed  would  have  been  fupported  by  the  fecond  in  lefs 
than  an  hour.  This  feems  to  have  been  an  obvious,  eafy,  and 
rational  method  of  proceeding,  and  probably  would  have  been 
parfued,  but  for  general  Conway's  interrogation  of  the  French 
prifoners  which  were  taken  on  the  ifle  of  Aix.  The  report  of 
thefe  prifoners  produced  a  council  of  war,  and  that  council,  .on 
the  information  of  thefe  and  other  Frenchmen,  were  perfuaded, 
that,  if  the  troops  (hould  land  on  the  continent,  they  would 
ceruinl]r  all  be  drowned,  for  that,  by  opening  certain  fluices, 
the  whole  country  might  be  laid  under  water.  With  thefe  ter* 
ribie  apprehenfions,  the  council  unanimouOy  determined,  that 
any  attempt  upon  Rochfort  was  neither  advlfahk  nor  praElkahU. 
l^ot  this  determination  fome  reafons  were  afljgned ;  but  it  may  f 
be  fomewhat  difficult  to  find  any  reaibn  for  an  apparent  contra- 
ry determioation  at  their  next  meeting,  efpecialiy  when  we  con- 
fider,  that  the  report  of  admiral  Knowles,  fubfequent  to  the 
i^rft  council,  tended  rather  to  increafe  than  diminifh  the  horrible 
chimeras  which  guarded  the  coaft  of  France.  But  it  is  necef- 
fiury  to  obferve,  that  this  fecond  refolution  meant  nothing  moro 
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A.  D.  than  an  attack  upon  fort  Fouras^  if  it  bad  any  precift  o1]je£l 
^  757*  farther  than  that  of  mere  bravado }  for,  at  this  time»  every  idea 
of  attempting  Rochfort  was  entirely  relinqoiOied. 

We  have  feen  above,  that,  in  confequence  of  the  reiolution 
of  the  council  of  war  of  the  28  th,  the  troops  were  ordered  to 
land  the  fame  night,  and  that,  after  remaining  four  hours  in  die 
boats,  they  were  ordered  to  return  to  their  (hips.  The  only 
reafon  that  can  be  ai&gned  for  this  counter<^order  is,  that,  after 
the  firft  order  had  been  iflued,  and  in  part  executed,  the  com* 
mandcrs  difcovered  the  abfurdity  of  attempting  to  land  a  nume* 
rous  army  from  ihips  which  were  at  the  diftance  of  two  leagues 
from  the  (hore.  It  is  alfo  probable  that  they  now  reccdlefl- 
ed,  that,  at  this  time,  they  had  no  motive,  no  objeA,  which 
could  either  diftrefs  the  enemy  or  ferve  their  country  in  the 
fmalleft  degree.  We  find,  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  king's 
private  inftrudions  to  Sir  John  Mordaunt  >,  that  Mr.  Pitt'9  plan 
extended  to  other  towns  on  the  coaft  of  France,  particularly 
L'Orient  and  Bourdeaux ;  but  we  fee  in  the  following  article  of 
thefe  inftruAions,  that  the  end  of  September  was  fixed  for  the 
return  of  the  fleet.  Nevertbelefs,  left  a  fcrupulous  obedience 
to  thefe  orders  might  fruftrate  the  intent  of  the  expedition,  Mr. 
Pitt,  on  the  1 5th  of  September,  wrote  to  Sir  Edward  Hawke 
and  to  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  informing  them,  that  his  majefty's 
commands  were  to  continue  upon  the  coaft  of  France  as  many 
more  days  as  might  be  neceflary  to  the  completion  of  any  ope- 
ration in  which  they  were  engaged. 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  give  the  reader  a  clue  which  may 
enable  him  to  pafs  through  this  labyrinth  of  delays  and  councils^ 
to  the  feveral  apparent  caufes  of  our  difappointment,  I  will  now 
prefume  to  affign  the  real  caufe.  The  ?ery  able  and  patriotic 
minifter  who  planned  this  admirable  enterprize,  notwithftanding 
his  fuperior  fagacity,  was  miftaken  in  the  charafler  of  Sir  Joha 
Mordaunt,  of  general  Conway,  and  of  general  Cornwallis. 
In  military  knowledge  and  perfonal  courage  they  were  by  no 
means  deficient  \  but  there  was  in  them  all  a  want  of  that  con- 
ftitutional  fpirit  of  enterprize,  that  impetuofity  of  refolutton, 
bordering  upon  imprudence^  without  which  an  expodition  of  this 
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nature  will  never  fucceed*    If  the  minifter  binfelf,  or  any  ge-  A.  D. 
Bend  of  eqaal  conftttutional  heroiihi,  had  commanded  this  army,  1757* 
Rochfort  would  have  been  deftroyeJ  m  twenty>four  hours  after 
the  fleet  came  to  an  anchor  on  the  coaft  of  France. 

We  now  refume  the  thread  of  our  narrative.  Sir  Edward 
Hawke,  at  length  difgufted  with  the  irrefolote  proceedings  of 
the  aitny,  on  the  29th  of  September,  informed  Sir  John  Mor- 
daunty  by  letter,  that  if  he  had  nothing  farther  to  propofe,  he 
intended  to  proceed  with  the  fleet  to  England.  The  land  offi- 
cers approved  his  refolution,  and,  on  the  firft  of  OAober»  the 
fleet  failed  with  a  fair  wind  for  England,  and  came  to  an  anchor 
at  Spithead  on  the  fixth  of  the  fame  month. 

The  people  of  England  were  exceedingly  difapppinted  and 
dtflatbfied  at  this  inglorioiis  return  of  fuch  a  fleet  aod  fuch  ait 
army.  But  no  man  in  the  kingdom  had  fo  much  reafon  to  be 
dlfpleafed  as  the  minifter  himielf.  He  now  plainly  perceived 
Ibat  he  had  miftaken  his  generals,  and,  to  fatisfy  the  people^ 
confeated  to  an  inquiry  into  their  conduA.  Accordingly,  a 
board  of  inquiry  was  appointed,  confifting  of  the  duke  o^ 
Marlborough,  lord  George  Sackville,  and  general  Waldegrave. 
Thefe  gentlemen,  after  much  examination,  deliberation,  and  re~ 
fledbn^  prcfented  to  the  king  fo  vague,  fo  nnfatisfadory,  fo 
£lly  a  report^  that  it  was  afterwards  thought  neceiTary  to  bring 
Sir  John  JMardaunt  to  a  formal  trial  by  a  conrt-^martial.  But 
before  we  proceed  to  fpeak  of  that  court-martial,  it  is  impofli-' 
bie  to  avoid  taking  fome  farther  notice  of  thk  court  of  inquiry, 
the  firft  article  of  whofe  report  to  the  king  was,  that — «•  The 
«<  not  attacking  fort  Fburas  by  fea,  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
•«  would  have  been  attacked  by  land,  was  one  caufe  why  the 
«  expedition  failed/^— That  is,  the  expedition  failed,  becaufe 
Ibmething  was  not  done  in  conjunction  with  fomething  which  was^ 
never  attempted.  The  fccond  article  of  their  report  Was — •«  That 
^  the  council  of  war  of  the  28th  was  not  juftifiable  in  the  refo- 
••  lution  not  to  make  an  attack  upon  Rochfort,  becaufe  they  af-« 
••*  terwards  refolved  to  attack  fort  Fouras.**  Their  third  article  of 
report  was,  «  That  the  expedition  failed,  bceaufe  the  fleet  re- 
•*  turned  to  England  without  any  previous  regular  meeting  of 
"  the  council  of  war.**  If  the  three  members  of  this  board  of 
inquiry  had  been  well  informed  as  to  the  fituaiion  of  Rochfort, 
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A-  D.  Aix,  and  Fouras,  they  would  have  difcovered  that  the  firft 
1757*  ought  to  have  been  attacked  without  any  attention  to  either  of 
the  latter.  Sir  John  Mordaunt  was  afterwards  tried  by  a  coart- 
martial,  and  honourably  acquitted;  The  miniftcr  and  the  ad- 
kniral  were  alfo  acquitted  by  the  general  voice  of  the  peofde ;  fo 
that  this  grand  expedition  mifcarried  without  a  cauTe* 

Havings  I  hope,  fatisfied  the  reader  concerning  the  employ- 
ment of  the  Britifh  navy  in  Europe,  let  us  now  follow  our  fleets 
and  armies  to  other  parts  of  the  world.     In  the  Eaft  Indies  we 
behold  a  fceoe  extremely  different  from  that  which  wehave  jnft 
quitted  ;  unanimity,  refolution,  and  the  genuine  fpiric  of  enter- 
prize  in  our  commanders ;  intuitive  military  genius,  and  viGtorj 
its  natural  attendant.     Admiral  Watfon  failed  from  Bombay  on 
the  30th  of  April,  1 756.     He  arrived  at  St.  David's  on  the 
29th  of  May ;  failed  from  thence  on  the  20th  of  June,  and 
anchored  in  Madras  road  the  day  following  »•     Here  he  firft 
learnt  the  dreadful  fate  of  Calcutta.     Having  taken  colonel 
Clive  and  his  fmall  army  on  board  his  fquadron,  he  failed  on 
the  6th  of  Odober,  determined  to  revenge  the  horrid  murder 
of  his  countryinen.     They  anchored  in  Balafbre  road  on  the 
5th  of  December,  reached  Fulta  on  the  15th,  and  on  the  28th 
proceeded  to  Calcutta,  with  the  Kent,  Tyger,  Salifbury,  Bridge«> 
water,  and  King-fillier  floop.     Next  day  colonel  Clive^  with  a 
fmall  body  of  men>  landed,  in  order  to  attack  a  forr  called 
Buibudgia,  which,  being  at  the  fame  time  cannonaded  by  the 
fhips,  was  foon  abandoned  by  the  garrifon.     Other  forts  and 
batteries  were  likewife  deferted  as  the  (hips  proceeded  up  the 
river j  and,  on  this  2d  of  January,  17579  after  a  (mart  caniionade 
from  the  Kent  and  Tyger,  the  enemy  were  driven  from  their 
guns^  and  the  town  of  Calcutta  reftored  to  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany.    No  more  than  nine  feamen  and  three  foldicrs  v^ere  kil- 
led, and  about  thirty  men  wounded.   Nmety-one  pieces  of  can- 
non were  found  in  the  place,  with  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
ammunition  and  military  (lores. 

This  important  conqueft  being  (ini(hedi  the  Briti(h  comman- 
ders rcfolvcd  to  attempt  Hughly,  a  city  of  great  trade,  higher  up 
the  Ganges.    The  Bridgewatcr  of  twtnty  guns,  and  a  fioop» 

"^  SmolIei*s  coatlnDJitioo,  vol.  ii.  p.  4^' 
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wid)  a  detachment  of  troops  under  the.  conaoaand  of  captain  A.  D. 
Kirkpatricfcy  were  defttned  for  this  fervice.  Thb  armament  ^757* 
|iroceeded  up  the  river  on  the  5th  of  January,  and  reduced  the 
place  veithoBt  much  difficulty.  Twenty  pieces  of  cannon  vrctc 
found  on  the  ramparts,  befides  a  confiderable  quantity  of  falt- 
petre  and  magazines  of  grain,  which  were  immediately  deftroy- 
ed  by  the  conquerors.  The  nabob  of  Bengal,  enraged  at  being 
thus  rapidly  driven  from  his  moft  important  poflefliohs,  iiiTenv 
bled  an  army  of  ten  thoufand  horfe  and  fifteen  thoufand  foot, 
and,  on  the  2d  of  February^  encamped  about  a  mile  from  Cal- 
cutta. Colonel  Clivc,  though  very  inferior  in  number,  refolved 
to  attack  the  nabob  in  his  camp,  and  requefled  the  admiral  to 
affifl:  him  with  all  the  failors  he  could  fpare.  Six  hundred  fea* 
men  were  landed,  under  tbe  command  of  captain  Warwick,  on 
the  5th,  at  one  in  the  morning ;  at  three  colonel  Clive  marched 
his  little  army,  and  about  five  the  attack  began.  The  nabob, 
after  a  feeble  refiftance,  retreated,  with  the  iofs  of  a  thoufand 
men  killed,  womided  and  taken.  This  a£lion9  though  not  de- 
cifivc,  obliged  the  nabob  to  fign  articles  of  capitulation,  very 
advantageous  to  the  £a(l  India  company. 

Having  thus  humbled  thi«  infolent  nabob,  the  conquerors 
turned  their  attention  towards  Chandcnagore,  a  capital  FrcncU 
fettlcment  above  Calcutta,  on  the  fame  river.  Colonel  Clivc 
with  Cerven  hundred  Europeans,  and  about  fixteen  hundred  In^- 
dians,  marclied  towards  the  place,  and,  after  gaining  polTentoii 
of  the  principal  outpofls,  waited  for  the  arrival  of  the  fleet. 
On  the  1 8th  of  March,  the  admirals  Watfon  and  Pocock,  witU 
the  Kent,  Tiger,  and  Salifbury  men  of  war,  came  to  an  anchor 
two  miles  below  Chandcnagore.  They  found  ihcir  paflage  ob-r 
ftnidcd  by  booms  and  chains  acrofs  the  river.  Thefc  obftacles 
being  removed,  on  the  24th  in  the  morning  they  began  to  bat- 
ter the  fort,  whilft  colonel  Clive  continued  his  approaches  by 
Jand,  and.after  three  hours  cannonading  the  enemy  hoiftcd  a 
flag  of  truce,  and  furrendered  by  capitulation.  The  garrifoii 
conGfted  of  five  hundred  Europeans  and  twelve  hundred  Indians, 
well  provided  with  ammunition  and  fubiiflence,  and  a  hundred 
and  twenty-three  pieces  of  cannon  mounted  on  the  ramparts^ 
This  important  conqued  coft  the  vidtors  no  mort  than  forty 
picn.     Colonel  Clivc's  fubfequent  atchicvemcnts  arc  foreign  to 
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A.  D.  the  purpofe  of  this  hiftory.  It  is  fufficient  to  &f,  that  he  totally; 

1757-  (defeated  the  nabob  Sulajud  Dowla  at  the  head  of  twenty  thou- 
fand  men,  caufcd  him  to  be  folemnly  depofed,  and  bis  prime 
minlfler  Ali  Khan  to  be  proclaimed  viceroy  in  his  ftead.  • 

We  now  take  our  leave  of  the  £aft  in  order  to  Inquire  how 
our  fleets  in  the  Weft  Indies  and  in  North  America  vere  em- 
ployed. We  are  to  remember  that  Mr.  Pitt's  firft  adminiftra- 
tioni  which  commenced  with  the  year  17571  was  of  Ihort  dura- 
tion. It  continued  however  long  enough  to  convince  the  nation 
of  his  fpirit  and  political  fagacity.  Aftoniibed  at  the  negligence 
of  his  predeceflbrs  in  adminiftration,  he  immediately  conceived, 
and  in  part  executed,  a  plan  of  operation  wifely  calculated  to 
revive  the  faded  laurels  of  Britain.  He  feot  a  fquadron.of  men 
of  war  under  the  command  of  commodore  Stevens  to  the  Eaft 
Indies,  another  to  Jamaica  under  admiral  Cotes,  and  a  third 
was  ordered  to  be  equipped  for  North  America,  the  command 
of  which  was  to  be  given  to  Sir  Edward  Hawke.  This  third 
fquadron  was  deftined,  with  a  body  of  troops  under  lord  Loudoun 
then  in  America,  for  the  redu^ion  of  Loui(bourg  ;  but  the  de- 
fign  was  fcarcc  revealed  to  the  privy-council,  before  it  was 
known  in  the  French  cabinet,  and  the  preparations  at  Portf- 
mouth  fo  flagrantly  retarded,  that  the  enemy  had  fuflicient  time 
to  render  the  expedition  abortive.  One  French  fleet  of  nine 
fhips  failed  from  Breft  in  January,  a  fecond,  of  five  men  of  war, 
failed  from  Toulon  in  April,  and  a  third,  of  fourteen  fail,  left 
France  on  the  third  of  May.  The  laft  of  thefc  fquadrons  arri- 
ved at  Louifljourg  in  June.  The  Englifh  fleet,  intended  for  Sir 
Edward  Hawke,  was  given  to  admiral  Holbourne,  who  failed 
from  Corke  a  week  after  the  departure  of  the  Jaft  French  fqua- 
dron from  Breft,  and  arrived  at  Halifax  in  North  America  on 
the  9th  of  July.  Admiral  Holbourne  being  joined  by  lord 
Loudoun  with  rhe  troops  from  New  York,  councils  of  war  were 
frequently  held,  and,  according  to  the  general  ifluc  of  fuch 
councils,  it  was  refolved  to  poftpone  the  attack  upon  Louift)ourg 
to  a  more  favourable  opportunity.  Thus  ended  the  naval  expe« 
dition  of  admiral  Holbourne.  The  troops  under  the  command 
of  lord  Loudoun  were  12,000  efiFcftive  men,  and  the  fleet  con,- 
iifted  of  fifteen  ftiips  of  the  line,  and  eighteen  frigates,  isfc. 
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"Wc  have  fecn  abovC)  that  early  in  this  year  a  fquadron  failed  A.  D. 
to  the  Weft  Indies,  under  the  command  of  admiral  Cotes.  *757' 
Soon  after  his  arrival  on  the  Jamaica  ftation,  he  detached  cap- 
tain Foreft  with  three  frigates  to  cruize  off  Cape  Francois,  in 
order  to  intercept  the  trade  from  t^e  French  iflands.    Captain 
Foreft  had  fcarce  made  his  appearance  on  that  coaft  before  he 
fell  in  with  four  French  men  of  war  commanded  by  Monf. 
Kerfaint.    An  engagement  immediately  enfued,  which  was  fuf* 
tained  with  mutual  courage  and  obftinate  refolution  for  two 
hours  and  a  half;  after  which  the  enemy  retreated  to  Cape  . 
Francois,  and  the  Englifh  frigates  to  Jamaica.     Thus  ends  our 
naval  hiftory  of  the  year  1757  i  a  hiftory  equally  unfatisfaftory 
to  the  writer  arid  to  the  reader ;  a  year  diftinguifhcd  folely  by 
our  con^uefts  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  which  are  to  be  attributed  en- 
tirely to  the  geniiis  aiid  intrepidity  of  one  man.    Our  fleets  and 
armies  in  Europe  and  iii  America  were  either  totally  inadtrve  or 
failed  in  their  attempts.  Notwithftanding  the  fuperiority  of  our 
fleet,  the  number  of  prices  taken  by  the  French  exceeded  the 
EngliOi  lift  of  captures  by  more  than  two  hundred.     Let  us 
now  haften  to  the  year  1758*  where  we  may  expeft  to  find  the  1758. 
patriotic  zeal,  political  abilitiies,  and  heroic  fpirit  of  enterprize, 
fo  confpicuous  in  the  charaftcr  of  the  new  minifter,  iii  full  ex- 
ertion of  their  influence.  This  intrepid  miniftcr  was  fo  extreme- 
ly difgufted  at  the  behaviour  of  fomc  of  ous  commanders,  that, 
in  one  of  his  fpeeches  in  the  houfe  6f  commons;  he  did  not 
fcruple  to  declare,  that,  though  the  king  would  readily  embrace 
any  rational  meafure  for  the  honour  of  his  crown,  he  doubted 
whether  a  man  could  be  fourid,  who  knight  fafely  be  truftcd 
with  the  execution  of  any  enterprize  of  danger  or  difficulty. 

The  parliament  voted,  for  the  fcrvice  of  the  year  175B,  fixty 
thoufand  feamen,  fifteen  thoufand  marines  included;  and  for 
the  land  fervicej  near  fifty-four  thoufand  men.  Our  fleet,  at 
this  period,  confifted  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  (hips  of  war, 
one  hundred  and  fifty-fix  of  which  were  of  the  line.  Befides 
thefe,  there  were  on  the  flocks,  four  fliips  of  74,  two  of  70, 
four  of  64,  fix  of  36,  and  ten  of  28  guns.  The  fupplies  were 
raifcd  with  the  utmoft  facility,  and  at  a  moderate  intercft.  The 
languid,  latent  fpirit  of  the  naiion,  inflamed  by  that  of  the  new 
miniftcr,  was  fuddcnly  roufcd  from  the  difgraceful  apathy  which, 
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A.  D.  except  in  the  Eaft  Indksi  charaAeriied  the  operatioos  of  t^e 
^75^  preceding  year.  The  navy  of  France,  at  this  timCi  confifted  of 
feventy-fcven  (hips  of  the  line^  and  thirty-nine  frigates  ;  that  of 
Spain  of  fifty-two  iine-K>f-battle  (hips^  twemy-iix  frigates  from 
30  to  16  guns,  thirteen  xcbeques  of  24,  and  foot  packet<*boats 
of  16  guns. 

The  reduction  of  Louifbourg  being  a  principal  obje£b  in  Mr. 
Pitt's  plan  of  military  operations,  a  navaT  armamenti  adequate 
to  the  purpofe,  was  prepared  with  all  poffiM<e  cxpeditioni  and 
the  command  given  to  admiral  Bofcawen,  an  officer  of  approved 
abilities.'  The  formidable  French  fleet  which  had  protend 
Louifboufg  the  preceding  year,  had  returned  to  France  10  a 
Shattered  condition.'  Thefe  (hips  being  repairedj  were  intended 
to  returnr  to  their  former  ftation  in  North  America ;  but  their 
intentions  were  effeftually  anticipated  and  prevented  by  the  vigi- 
lant  alacrity  of  the  BritiAi  minifltr.  Admiral  Boicawen  failed* 
from  St.  Helen's  on  the  19th  February,  with  forty-one  men  of 
war '^^     Meanwhile,  a  flett  utuler  tlie  command  06  Sir  Edwardi 
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tiz^kc,  blocked  up  the  French  ports  in  the  hay  of  Eifcay,  and  A.  D. 
another  fquadron,  commanded  by  admiral  Ofborne,  was  ient^75^^ 
to  cruize  between  Cape  de  Gatte  and  Carthagena  on  the  coaft 
of  Spain.     There  were,  at  this  time,  three  fmall  fquadrons  of 
Freiich  fbips  of  war  in  the  difFercnt  ports  of  Toulon^  Cartha- 
gena and  B(eft»  which  fquadrons,  under  the  command  of  MonC 
du  Quefne  and  Monf.  de  la  Que,  had  orders  to  fteal  away  for 
LouUboivg,  jointly  or  fcparately.    The  former  of  thefe  com- 
manderst  in  order  to  join  the  latter  at  Carthagena,  failed  front 
Toulon  on  the  astb  of  April,  on  board  the  Foudroyant  of  80 
guDs,  attended  by  the  Orphee  of  64,  the  Oriflamme  of  50^- 
and  Pleiade  of  24  guns.     Admiral  Oiborne,  expe£ting  the  de« 
parture  of  this  fquadron  from  Toulon,  had  ilationed  the  Gi*^ 
braltar  frigate  in  the  offing  of  that  harbour  to  watch  their  mo- 
tions.    As  fi>on  as  du  Qnefne's  fquadron  appeared,  the  GibraU 
tar  fl&eered  off,  and  gradually  decoyed  the  enemy  fo  efle£lually, 
that  on  the  27th,  about  two  in  the  morning,  du  Quefne  found 
himfdf  in  the  midfk  of  Ofborne*s  fleet.     In  this  critical  fitua- 
tion^  the  French  admiral  inade  a  fignal  for  his  fquadron  to  diC- 
perfe:  each  (htp  immediately  fteered  a  different  courfe,  ard 
were  as  immediately  purfued  by  detachments  from  Ofbome'tf 
fleet,  who,  with  the  remainder  of  his  fleet,  continued  to  block 
up  the  harbour  of  Carthagena.     The  Pleiade,  being  a  prime 
£u]er,  efcaped.    The  Oriflamme  was  chaced  by  the  Monarque 
and  Montague,  and  efcaped  deflrudion  by  running  under  the 
guDS  of  a  fmaU  Spanifli  fort.     The  Orphee  was  purfued  by  the 
Revenge  and  Berwick,  and  was  taken,  by  the  (irft  of  thefe  (hips, 
in  fight  of  Carthagena.    The  Foudroyant  was  chaced  by  the 
Monmouth,  Swtftfure  and  Hampton- Court.     About  feven  m 
the  morning  the  Monmouth  and  Foudroyant  began  to  fire  at 
each  other,  the  reft  of  the  fleet  being  then  totally  out  of  fight.- 
The  difpropordon  between  the  two  ftiips  was  very  great.    The 
Foudroyant  had  a  thoufand  men  on  board,  and  mounted  eighty 
guns,  42  and  22  pounders  $  the  Monmouth  mounted  only  fixty-> 
four  12  and  24  pounders,  and  her  complement  of  men  was  no 
more  than  four  hundred  and  fe?cnty.     This  remarkable  difpa-^ 
rity  notwithftanding,  captain  Gardiner,  who  commanded  the 
Monmouth,  refolved,  at  all  events,  to  vanquifli  his  enemy. 
Thus  determined^  he  brought  his  fliip  within  piftol-lhot  of  his 
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A*  D.  antagonift,  and  now  the  battle  raged  with  infernal  fiiry.  KhoAt 
>758*  nine  o'clock  captain  Gardiner  was  (hot  through  the  head  by  a 
mulket-ball^.  He  lingered  till  the  day  following,  and  then 
died,  univerfally  regretcd  and  lamented^  particularly^by  the  of- 
ficers and  crew  of  his  own  fliip.  The  death  of  fuch  a  man  was 
a  very  great  Jofs  to  his  country*  Soon  after  the  captain  fell,  the 
Monmouth's  mizen-maft  came  by  the  board ;  on  which  the  ene- 
my gave  three  cheers.  The  crew  of  the  Monmouth  returned 
the  compliment  a  few  minutes  after,  on  the  mizen^^naft  of  the 
Foudroyant  being  alfo  (hot  away*  This  difafter  was  foon  fbU 
lowed  by  the  fall  of  her  main-maft,  which  giving  frefh  fpirits 
to  the  Engliih,  their  fire  became  fo  incefiant  and  intolerable, 
that  the  French  failors  could  no  longer  be  kcfpt  to  their  gun^ 
and  the  mighty  Foudroyant  ftruck  a  little  after  one  o'clock. 
This  action,  which  is  one  of  the  moft  glorious  in  the  naval  hi* 
(lory  of  Britain,  and  which  mud  ever  remain  an  inconteftablt 
proof  of  our  naval  fupcriority,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  the 
conftant  recolledion  of  fuch  of  our  fea^officers  as  may  be  in- 
clined to  calculate  their  comparative  weight  of  metal  before  thej 
venture  to  engage. 

The  Orphee  and  Foudroyant  being  taken,  and  the  comman- 
der in  chief  being  a  prifoncr,  Monf.  de  la  Clue  gave  up  aH 
thoughts  of  pafllng  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  and  returned  from 
Carthagena  to  Toulon,  where  his  fquadron  was  laid  up.  But 
the  French  minifby,  not  depending  entirely  on  their  Mediterra* 
nean  fleet  for  the  protection  of  Louifbourg  and  the  reinforce* 
ment  of  their  army  in  North  America,  had  prepared  a  confider- 
able  fleet  of  tranfports  and  flore-ihips  at  Rochfort,  Bourdeauxj 
and  other  ports  in  that  neighbourhood;  Thcfe  tranfports^  with 
three  thoufand  troops  on  board,  were  ordered  to  rendezvous  in 
April,  and  to  fail  under  convoy  of  fix  (hips  ^f  the  line  and  Ic- 
vcral  frigates.  Such  however  was  the  intelligence  and  alacrity 
of  the  Englifh  miniftcr,  that  efFcAual  meafures  ^ere  taken  to 
fruflratc  the  defign.     Sir  Edward  Uawkcj  with  feven  (hips  of 

^  Ic  is  faid  that  captain  Gurdin^,  before  he  expired,  fcnt  for  his  firft  lieute- 
nant, and  made  it  his  Ud  reqneO,  that  he  would  not  give  up  the  (hip.  The 
lieutenant  aflured  him  he  never  would,  and  inftaotly  went  and  nailed  the  flag  to 
the  ftafP.    He  then  took  a  piftol  in  each  hand,  and  fwore  if  any  man  in  the  Ibip 

fhouid  arcempt  to  II.'IIlc  the  coloursj  he  would  put  him  Co  death, 
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the  line  and  three  frigates,  failed  down  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  and  A.  D. 
on  the  third  of  April  brought  up  in  Bafque-road,  where  he  dif-  I7S8. 
covered  five  French  ihips  of  the  line  and  fevcn  frigates  at  an- 
chor near  the  iflc  of  Aix.     They  no  fooner  faw  the  Englifli 
fleet  than  they  began  with  the  utmoft  precipitation  to  flip  their 
cables,  and  fly  in  great  confufion.     Some  of  them  efcaped  to 
fca  5  but  far  the  greater  number  threw  their  guns  and  ftores 
overboard,  and,  running  into  fjioal  water,  ftuck  in  the  mud. 
Next  morning  feveral  of  their  men  of  war  and  tranfports  were 
feen  lying  on  their  broadfides  •,  but  being  out  of  the  reach  of 
\\]s  guns,  Sir  Edward  Hawke  left  them  to  their  fate,  perfectly  ^ 
fadsfied  with  having  fruQrated  their  intention  of  failing  to  Ame« 
rica. 

I  have  before  obferved,  that  fome  of  the  fiore-fhips  and  tranf- 
ports deflined  for  North  America  were  to  fail  from  Bourdeaux. 
Thcfc  tranfports  were  twelve  in  number.  1  hey  failed  under 
convoy  of  the  Galathie,  a  frigate  of  twenty-two  guns,  and  a 
letter  of  marque  of  twenty  guns.  In  the  bay  of  Bifcay  they 
had  the  qiisfortune  to  fall  in  with  the  Eflcx  of  fixty^four  guns, 
and  the  Plutd  and  Proferpine  fire-fliips,  which  were  on  their 
pjfiage  to  join  Sir  Edward  Ilawke.  After  a  (hort,  but  fmart 
confiiA,  the  French  frigate,  the  letter  of  marque,  and  one  of  the 
tranfports,  were  taken.  But  this  advantage  was  dearly  purcha- 
{cd  with  the  death  of  captain  James  Hume,  who  commanded 
the  Pluto.  Two  more  of  thefe  tranfports  were  afterwards  ta- 
ken by  the  Antelope  and  Speedwell  floops. 

Having  feen  every  attempt  of  France  for  the  proteftion  of 
Louifbourg  intirely  frufkrateds  we  now  proceed  to  projects  more 
diredly  offenfive,  planned  and  executed  by  Mr.  Pitt.  But  a 
melancholy  event  intervenes.  On  the  1 3th  of  April  the  Prince 
George  of  eighty  guns,  commanded  by  rear-admiral  Broderick, 
in  his  paflTage  to  the  Mediterranean!  took  fire  between  one  and 
two  in  the  afternoon,  and,  notwfthftandlng  the  utmoft  exer. 
tion  of  human  ikill  and  labour,  aided  by  defpair,  burnt  with 
fuch  rapidity,  that  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  hours  flie  burnt  down 
to  the  water  edge.  A  little  before  fix  in  the  evening  flie  funk 
Intirely,  and  more  than  two  thirds  of  her  crew  periflied  in  the 
ocean.    The  admiral,  after  bufFcting  the  waves  near  au  hour  p, 
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A.  D.  was  at  length  taken  up  bf  a  boat  belonging  to  one  of  the  mer* 
^75^'  chantmen  under  bis  convoy.     Captain  Payton  and  the  chaplain 
were  alfo  among  the  few  that  were  favcd. 

We  now  proceed  to  the  ctrcumdatttial  relation  of  an  expedi* 
tion  to  the  coaft  of  Africa }  an  expedition  whlch»  extraordmary 
as  it  may  feenl^  was  planned  and  executed  by  a  Quaker.  Tho« 
mas  Cuniing,  the  proje£lor  of  this  enterprize,  having  nade  a  voy- 
age, as  a  merchant-adventurer,  to  Portenderrick,  on  the  eoaft 
6f  Africa,  became  perfonally  acquainted  with  Amir  the  Moorifli 
king  of  LegibeUi.  This  prince,  being  prejudiced  in  iavour  of 
the  Englifli  i\ation,  and  extremely  difiatisfied  with  the  FrctKh, 
wifhed  eagerly  for  an  opportunity  to  drive  them  from  th^ir  fet- 
tiements  on  the  river  Senegal,  and  promifed  all  the  afliftance  in 
his  power  to  the  arms  of  Britain.  Mr.  Cuming,  during  hts  re- 
fidence  on  the  Gum-coaft,  became  perfeAty  acquainted  with  the 
nature,  extent,  and  importance  of  the  trade,  and  was  very  af- 
fiduous  in  his  inquiry  concerning  the  fituatton  and  ftrengtb  of 
the  French  forts.  On  his  return  to  England  he  communicated 
his  obfsrvations  and  ideas  to  the  board  of  trade,  by  whom  his 
projcA  was  approved,  and  finally  adopted  by  the  tniniflry. 
This  was  in  the  year  1757.  A  force  which  was  deemed  ade- 
quate to  the  expedition,  was  ordered  to  be  prepared ;  bat  be- 
fore the  (hips  were  ready  to  fail,  the  fcafon  was  fo  far  advanced 
that  it  was  thought  advifable  to  poftpone  the  defign.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  following  year,  Mr.  Cumtng  revived  his  ap- 
plication ;  the  miniftcr  approved  his  plan,  and  a  fmall  fquadron 
was  equipped  with  alP  poffible  expedition.  The  (hips  ordered 
for  this  fcrvice  were  the  Naflau  of  fixty-four,  the  Harwich  of 
fifty,  and  the  Rye  of  twenty  guns,  attended  by  the  Swan  floop 
and  two  buffes.  They  had  on  board  two  hundred  marines, 
commanded  by  major  Mafon,  and  a  detachment  of  matrofles, 
under  captain  Walker  5  ten  pieces  of  cannon  and  eight  mor- 
tars. 

This  fmall  fquadron  *>,  commanded  by  captain  Marfh,  and 
conduced  by  friend  Cuming,  failed  from  Plymouth  on  the 
9th  of  March,  and  on  the  24th  of  April  came  to  an  anchor  in 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Senegal,  and  in  fight  of  fort  Louis» 
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which  IS  fittiated  on  the  ifland  of  Senegal,  about  four  leagues  A.  D. 
wichin  the  bar.  The  French  governof  of  tli^is  fort,  as  foon  as  I7S^ ; 
be  difcovered  the  £ngli(h  fquadron,  fent  down  an  armed  brig 
and  fix  (loops  to  difpute  the  paiTage  of  tl>e  bar.  A  brifk  but 
inefieAual  cannonading  enfued.  Meanwhile  tlie  channel  being 
difcovercd,  and  the  wind  Wowing;  up  the  ri^^er,  o plain  Millar 
of  the  London  bufs  pafled  the  bar  and  came  to  an  anchor^ 
vrhere  be  remained  all  night  expofed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 
He  was  followed  next  morning  by  the  other  Tmail  vcSch^  fome 
of  which  ran  a-ground  and  bulged.  The  troops  on  board  thefe 
veScis  immediately  took  to  thejr  boats^  and  landed  on  the  eafl: 
fljore  of  the  river.  ApprehenCve  of  being  attaclced  by  the  na*. 
tives,  they  threw  up  an  entrenchment  and  difcmbarked  their 
Acres.  Next  morning  they  were  reinforced  by  a  detachment  oC 
350  feamenf  and  now  began  to  meditate  an  attack  upon  fort 
Louis.  But  the  governor,  not  chudng  to  wait  the  event,  fent 
two  deputies  with  offers  of  furrender.  His  propofals,  after  a 
little  deliberation,  were  accepted  by  captain  Marih  and  major 
Mafon.  By  the  articles  of  capitulation,  the  natives  of  France 
were  to  be  fent  home  with  all  their  private  effects.  On  the  firft 
of  May  the  English  took  pofleflfion  of  fort  Louis,  and  all  the 
fcttlcmcnts  belonging  to  France  on  the  river  Senegal  were  at  the 
fame  time  ceded  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain^  Thus  this  im- 
portant conqueft,  which  was  planned  and  conduced  by  a  Qua* 
kcr,  was  atchicved  in  a  manner  perfedly  confonant  with  the 
principles  of  his  religion,  namely,  without  fpilling  a  iinglc  drop 
of  humanf  blood.  It.  is  aHb  worthy  of  remark,  that  it  was  our 
firft  fucccfsful  expedition  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war. 
There  were  found  in  the  fort  ninety-two  pieces  of  cannon,  fome 
trcafure,  and  a  confiderable  quantity  of  goods.  This  bufincfs  bc- 
hig  accompliflied,  and  fort  Louis  garrifoned  by  EngHQi  troops, 
the  men  of  war  proceeded  to  attack  the  ifland  of  Goree,  about 
thirty  leagues  diftant  from  Senegal  j  but  their  force  being  infuf- 
ficient,  the  attempt  mifcarried. 

On  the  29th  day  of  May,  the  Dorfetflilre,  captain  Dennis^ 
of  70  guns,  cruizing  in  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  fell  in  with  the  Rai^ 
finable^  a  French  man  of  war  of  64  guns  and  630  men,  com* 
inanded  by  ie  Prince  de  Momhazon^  who  defended  his  (hip  with 
great  refolution  till  one  hundred  and  fixty  of  his  men  were 
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A*  !)•  killed  or  woundedi  ^ad  his  hull  and  rigging  cpnfiderably  da^t 

ns^-rnagcd. 

Mr.  Pitt's  coroprchennve  plan  of  operation  was  too  rational 
to  be  difconcer^ed  by  fuch  roifcarriages  as  were  juQly  to  be  at* 
f  ributed  to  a  want  of  fpirit  in  the  execution.  The  expedition  to 
the  coaA  of  France)  of  the  preceding  year,  having  failed,  made 
no  alteration  in  the  minifter's  opiniouj  that  a  diverfion  pf  the 
like  nature  was  a  proper  meafure.  For  this  purpofe,  in  the 
month  Qf  Mayi  near  fourteen  thoufand  men  were  encamped  on 
the  Ifle  of  Wight.  This  army,  commanded  by  the  duke  of 
Marlborpughi  confifted  of  fixteen  battalion)  of  iniantry,  four 
hundred  artiUery-men,  and  five  hundred  and  forty  light  horfe. 
One  of  the  regiments  of  infantry,  being  deftined  for  another 
fervice,  did  not  embark  ^  fo  that  the  number  employed  in  this 
expedition  amounted  to  about  thirteen  thou(and.  The  fubordi- 
liate  general  officers  were  lord  Qeorgc  Sackyille,  the  carl  of 
Ancram,  major-generak  Waldegrave,  Moflyn,  Drury,  Boica-r 
wen  and  Elliot.  Two  diftind  fleets  were  aflei^bled  at  Spithead : 
the  firA  commanded  by  lord  Anfon,  of  twenty^two  fail  of  the 
line ;  the  fecond  under  commodore  Howe,  confiding  of  feveral 
frigates,  i)oops^  fire^ihips,  boinb-vefielsi  fenders,  cvitters^  and 
tranfports. 

Thi§  tremen^QU^  fleet  failed  from  St.  Helenas  on  the  firflr  of 
June%  Lord  Anfon  y^ith  the  line-of*battle  fliips  ftood' away 
to  the  weft,  and  proceeded  to  block  up  the  French  fleet  at  Breft ; 
whilft  commodore  Howe  fteered  athwart  the  channel  with  the 
wind  at  fouth-eafl.  The  night  proved  fo  tempeftuous,  notwith- 
ilanding  the  feafon  of  the  year,  that  one  of  the  ftore-fliips  rol- 
led away  her  mafts.  ^bout  eight  ne^t  morning  they  made 
Cape  la  Hogue,  and  that  night  anchored  in  the  race  of  Aldcr- 
ncy.  On  the  third,  about  noon,  ope  pf  the  tranfports  flruck 
upon  a  rpck,  near  the  ifland  of  Sark,  and  was  loft,  but  the 
troops  on  board  were  faved.  On  the  fourth,  Mr.  Howe  came 
to  an  anchor  within  three  leagues  pf  St.  Malo.  Next  morn. 
ing  he  weighed  before  break  of  ^ay,  and  ftood  into  the  bay  of 
Cancalle,  fo  called  from  a  village  of  that  name,  where  the 
^oops  were  intended  to  land.     At  four  in  the  evening  the 
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whole  fleet  Brought  up,  and  in  a  fliort  time  after  ten  companies  A.  D. 
of  grenadiers  landed  near  the  village  above-mentioned.  The  on^  ^  75  ^^ 
ly  oppodtion  was  from  a  battery  of  two  guns  fired  by  a  brave  old 
Frenchman  and  his  fon^  who  maintained  their  pod  till  the  poor 
old  man  was  wounded  by  a  (hot  from  one  of  our  frigates.  If 
others  of  bis  countfymen  had  behaved  with  equal  refolution,  the  , 
difembarkation  would  have  been  more  difficulty  for  there  were 
at  this  time  feven  companies  of  foot  and  three  troops  of  dragoons 
at  Gancallet  but  thefc  troops  retired  to  St.  Malo.  The  Bri- 
tifh  grenadiers  landed  a  little  before  funfet^  attended  by  five  vo- 
lunteers^ of  diftin^tioiii  whofe  names  (hould  be  recorded  and  re^ 
membered  with  gratitude.  Such  fpirit  in  young  men  of  rank 
and  fortune^  raifes  the  military  character  of  a  nation  tnore  efFec- 
tually  than  a  victory  over  the  enemy;  Lord  Down,  Sir  John 
Armitage,  Sir  James  Lowtherj  Mr.  Francis  Blake  Delaval,  and 
Mr.  Berkley^  were  the  men^  The  entire  difembarkation  was 
compleated  on  the  fiztb,  and  the  whole  army  encamped  near 
Cancalle  i  the  grenadiers  and  the  light  horfe  being  advanced 
about  a  mile  iii  the  (iront  of  the  line. 

The  duke  of  Marlborough^  fenfible  of  thb  ravages  which  are 
generally  committed  by  the  common  foldiers  on  their  landing  in 
an  encmy*s  country,  iffiied  ftrifl:  orders^  to  ^prevent  maraudiogv  ' 
Nevertbelefs^  fome  irregularities  were  committed.  The  offend- 
ers were  brought  to  immediate  trials  and  two  or  three  of  tbcm 
executed k  This  rigorous  exertion  of  military  law  faved  the  in- 
offenfive  peafantry  from  many  bAs  of  brutal  Ikentioufncfs  which 
they  would  otherwife  have  experienced^ 

On  the  7th,  at  break  of  day,  ^thc  army  marched  towards  St, 
Malo  in  two  columns^  The  left  column,  commanded  by  lord 
George  Sackirille,  fell  into  the  great  road ;  biit  the  lanes  through 
which  lord  Ancram^s  column  marched  were  fo  narrow,  and  th<; 
country  fo  inclofed  and  woody,  that  notwithftanding  the  previ- 
ous labour  of  two  hundred  pioneers^  the  men  were  frequently 
obliged  to  pafs  in  fingle  files ;  fo  that  a  fmall  number  of  tho 
enemy  might  eafily  have  deftroyed  this  column^  or  atleaft  havo 
made  it  impoifible  for  them  to  advance.  But,  fo  far  firom  meet- 
ing with  aoy  oppofitioU)  they  found  the  villages  and  ham- 
lets through  which  they  pafled  intirely  deferred.  The  army 
proceeded  in  good  order  without  beat  of  di  um^  and,  after  a 
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A.  D.  march  of  r\%  miles,  encamped  at  the  diftance  of  little  more  tBair 
1-75  8' a  niile  from  the  town  of  St*  Malo.  Whilrt  they  were  em- 
ployed in  pitching  their  tents,  the  light  borCf>  with  the  piquets 
of  the  whole  armvy^  marched  towards  the  town,  and  were  fa^ 
Itited  by 'a  few  Oiot  from  the  cannon  on  the  ramparts.  As  fooQ 
fls  it  was  dark  the  piquets  marcheil  down  to  the  harbour^  wbcr^ 
fhey  found  a  confiderable  number  of  privateers  and  other  fmali 
Teilcls,  moft  of  which,  it  being  low  water,  were  laid  dry.  Ha* 
ving  fct  fire  to  all  the  (hipping,  they  proceeded  to  communicate 
the  flames  .to  the  magazines  of  pitch,  tar,  ropes,  iffc,  all  whicb 
were  imirely  deftroycd,  except  one  fmall  ftorehoufe,  which,  if 
it  had  been  fct  on  (ire,  muft  from  its  fituation  have  dcftroyed 
moil  of  the  houfes  in  the  fuburbs.  This  building  was  fpared 
from  a  noble  principle  of  humanity,  worthy  the  imitation  of 
all  future  invaders.  The  ntrmber  of  fhtps  dcftroyed  was  about 
cme  hundred  and  twenty.  Tlie  piquets  now^  rejoined  the  army^ 
which  continued  onmolefted  in  its  encampment  till  the  ioth» 
when  the  tents  were  ftruck,  and  the  army  in  one  column  march- 
ed back  to  Cancalle.  Whilft  the  main  body  of  the  troops  were 
employed  as  I  have  related,  a  battalion  of  the  guards,  under  the 
command  of  colonel  Cciar>  marched  twelve  mites  up  the  coua«- 
Hry,  to  a  to\^n  called  Doile,  where  they  were  poKtciy  entertain* 
ed  by  the  magiftrates*  As  their  deGgn  was  mepely  to  recon- 
noiti^eythey  continued  one  night  in  the  town  without  committing 
the  leii(V  a£t  of  hoflility,  and  then  returned^  A  party  of  the 
£ngli(h  light  horfe  penetrating  a  few  miles  farther,  fell  in  witl^ 
the  videis  of  a  French  camp,  two  of  which  they  took,  and 
brought  prift>ners  to  Cancalk. 

The  purpofc  of  this  invaiion  being,  fully  accomp!i(hed,  the 
troops  were  re^embarked,  and  the  fleet  failed  on  the  liSth  earljr 
in  the  mof  ning,  and,  after  beating  againd  the  wind  during  that 
wiiole  day,  came  to  an  anchor  ofF  the  harbour  of  St.  Mala. 
The  night  proved  fo  tempefiaous,  that  ma^y  of  the  (hips  drove, 
and  ^me  parred  their  cables.  Next  mbming,  the  wind  continu- 
ing contrary,  the  fieet  returned  to  Cancalle  bay,  and  there  re^ 
mained  till  the  226,  when  they  failed  again,,  and  next  day  paiied 
the  iflands  Jcrfey  and  Guernfcy.  On  the  25th  they  made 
the  Iflc  of  Wight,  and  on  the  26th,  the  wind  veering  to  the 
northward*  they  ftccrcd  again  for  the  coa^ft  of  France,  and  ran 
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in  with  the  land  near  Havre }  but  towards  eTcning  it  blew  fo  A«  IX 
frefh,  thftt»  to  a?oid  the  danger  of  a  lee- (bore,  they  ftood  out  I75.^ 
to  fca.  On  the  2jth,  the  weather  becoming  more  moderate, 
they  ran  in  with  the  land  a  fecond  time,  and  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough and  Mr.  Howe  went  out  in  a  cutter  to  reconnoitre  the 
coaft.  At  their  return,  orders  were<  given  for  the  troops  to 
prepare  for  immediate  difembarkatton :  nevertbelefs,  the  aSth 
pafied  without  any  attempt  to  land,  and  oa  the  29th  the  fleet 
bore  away  before  the  wind,  and  anchored  within  a  league  of 
Cherbourg.  Some  of  the  tranfports  which  brought  up  nearer 
in  ihore,  were  fired  at  from  feveral  batteries,  but  received  no 
damage.  A  few  troops  were  feen  parading  on  the  ftrand,  moft 
of  which  appeared  to  be  militia. 

Soon  after  the  fleet  came  to  an  anchor,  the  duke  of  Marlbo^ 
rough  fignified  his  intention  of  making  an  attack  upon  the  towa 
that  night,  and  ordered  the  flrft  battalion  of  guards  to  be  in 
their  boats  at  eleven  o'clock.  The  reft  of  tlic  troops  receive4 
orders  in  what  manner,  and  at  what  time,  they  were  to  proceed, 
ami  every  neceffkry  preparation  was  made  for  immediate  difem* 
barkation.  But  as  night  approached,  the  wind  off  fhore  gra» 
dually  increafed,  and,  before  the  appointed  hour,  became  ib 
violent  as  to  render  the  attempt  impr^fticable.  Next  mornings 
fhe'duke  of  Marlborough,  upon  inquiry  into  the  ftock  of  pro^ 
vifions,  hay,  and  water,  found  thefe  feveral  articles  fo  nearly 
e^thaufted,  that  k  would  be  dangerous,  in  fo  variable  a  climate, 
to  remain  any  longer  on  an  hoftile  coaft.  He  therefore  rcfolved 
to  return  to  £nglan<i.  The  fleet  accordingly  weighed  anchor  at 
ten  o'clock,  and  arrived  at  St.  Helen's  the  next  day  in  the  even* 
ing.  The  troops  wertj  encamped  on  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  that 
they  might  recover  the  cfFccls  of  fo  long  a  confinement,  on 
board  of  tranfports  by  no;  means  fuflicient  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  fo  numerous  an  army.  Thefe  troops  were  deftined  for 
more  expeditions  of  the  like  nature,  the  fucccfs  of  which  will 
be  feen  in  due  time  y  but  a  regular  attention  to  a  chronological 
ftries  of  naval  events  now  calls  us  to  North  America. 

I  am  to  remind  the  reader,  that  admiral  Bofcawen  failed  from 
England,  with  a confidcrable  fleet,  on  the  cjjth  of  April*.     He 
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A.  D.  arrived  at  Halifax  in  Ncyra  Scotia  on  the  pth  of  May ;  from 
^75^*  whence  he  failed  on  the  28tb,  with  an  army  of  fourteen  thou-i 
fand  men,  under  the  command  of  major-general  Amherft'. 
This  fleet,  coniifting  of  a  hundred  and  fifty-feren  fail,  anchor- 
ed, on  the  fecood  of  June,  in  the  bay  of  Gabarus,  atx>ut  two  ! 
leagues  weftward  of  Louifbourg.  The  French  governor,  U  \ 
chevalier  Drucour^  had  taken  every  poflible  precaution  to  prc«  j 
vent  a  furprize.  He  bad  thrown  up  feveral  entrenchments,  I 
creAed  batteries,  and  formed  a  chain  of  redoubts  for  two  leagues 
iind  a  half  along  the  coaft.  There  were  in  the  harbour  fix 
Ihips  of  the  line  and  five  frigates,  three  of  which  were,  during 
the  fiege,  funk  at  the  entrance.  The  fortifications  of  the  town 
were  not  in  good  repair ;  the  garrifon  confifted  of  two  thouiand 
five  hundred  regular  troops,  befides  fix  hundred  burghers  and 
Canadians.  When  the  fleet  firft  came  to  an  anchor,  and  during 
feveral  fucceeding  days,  the  furf  ran  fo  high,  that  it  was  impof^ 
fible  for  the  boats  to  come  near  the  fiiore.  Thefe  feveral  ob« 
fiacles  appeared  fo  tremendous  to  many  of  the  ofiicers,  that  they 
advifed  the  admiral  to  call  a  general  council  of  war.  Forttt«> 
nately  for  the  fervice,  and  for  his  own  reputation,  he  difre« 
garded  fuch  advice,  and  determined  to  land  the  troops  at  all 
events. 

On  the  8th  of  June,  the  weather  being  more  moderate,  the 
grenadiers  and  light  infantry  were  in  the  boats  before  break  of 
day.  The  frigates  and  armed  floops  began  to  fcour  the  coaft, 
by  an  inceflant  fire  upon  the  enemy  \  and  now  the  boats  rowed 
brifkly  towards  the  (hore  in  three  divifions,  commanded  by  the 
generals  Wolfe,  Whitmore,  and  Laurence.  When  they  ap» 
proached  the  land  they  met  with  a  warm  reception  fi-om  the 
enemy,  and  the  furf  ran  fo  high  that  many  of  the  boats  were 
fiaved,  and  fome  of  the  foldiers  drowned.  General  Wolfe  leapt 
into  the  fea,  and,  being  followed  by  his  whole  divifion,  formed 
his  people  on  the  beach,  and  marched  intrepidly  to  the  neareft 
battery.  The  other  two  divifions  followed  his  example,  and 
the  enemy  foon  fled  in  confuGoii.  The  remainder  of  the  army^ 
cannon,  and  ftores  were  landed  with  all  poflible  fpeed,  and  the 
town  was  regularly  invefted.    General  Amherft  having  iecured 
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OF    KiKG    G  £  O  R  G  E    II.  119 

his  caikip  by  proper  redoubts  and  epaulments,  now  began  his  A.  D« 
approaches  in  form.  In  landing  the  troops,  three  officers,  four  ^15^* 
fcrjcants,  one  corporal,. and  thirty-eight  private  men,  were  killed 
pr  drowned ;  five  lieutenants,  two  ferjeants,  one  corporal,  fifty- 
one  men  wounded ;  and  about  feveoty  boats  loft.  The  enemy, 
when  they  fled  from  their  entrenchments,  left  behind  them  fe«- 
venteen  pieces  of  cannon,  fourteen  large  fwivels,  two  mortars, 
a  furnace  for  red-hot  balls,  fmall  arms,  ammunition,  ftores^ 
tools  and  provifions  in  confidcrable  quantity. 

The  chevalier  Orucour,  having  received  his  detachments  into 
the  town,  deftroyed  his  out-pofts,  and  all  buildings  within  two 
miles,  of  the  ramparts,  prepared  for  a  vigorous  defence.  The 
approaches  of  the  Britifli  general  were  at  firft  flow,  owing  to 
the  difficulty  of  landing  his  ftores,  the  labour  of  dragging  hit 
cannon  through  a  marfliy  country,  and  the  neceffity  of  fortify- 
ing, his  camp.  Meanwhile,  general  Amherft,  being  not  a  little 
incommoded  by  the  (ire  from  the  enemy's  fliips  in  thd^harbour^ 
and  alfo  from  the  ifland  battery,  detached  general  Wolfe,  with 
a  confiderable  body  of  troops,  with  orders  to  march  round  the 
northreaft  harbour  and  take  poflTeffion  of  the  light-houfe  point. 
This  order  was  executed  with  great  alacrity  and  difpatch,  and 
a  powerful  battery  erected,  which  on  the  25th  (ilenced  that  of 
the  enemy  on. the  ifland.  On  the  29th  the  befieged  funk  four 
(hips  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour.  They  made  feveral  fallics 
from  the  town,  and  w^re  repulfed  with  lofs.  The  Britifli  army 
continued  to  approach  the  town  in  a  regular  and  fcientific  man- 
ner, and  the  enemy  difplayed  no  lefs  refolution  and  fl&ill  in  the 
fcience  of  defence.  On  the  13th  of  July  the  befiegers  were  a- 
bout  fix  hundred  yards  from  the  covert  way. 

On  the  2 1  ft,  a  fliell  from  our  battery  on  the  light-houfe  point 
fet  fire  to  one  of  the  enemy^s  fliips  in  the  harbour.  She  immer 
diately  blew  up,  and  two  other  men  of  war  having  caught  the 
flame  were  alfo  deflroyed.  Thcfe  were  the  Enireprenanii  the 
Capricieuxy  and  the  Ceiebre:  fo  that  the  Prudent  and  the  Bienr 
faifant  were  the  only  fliips  of  force  remaining.  In  the  night  of 
the  25th  the  firft  of  thefe  two  was  fet  on  fire,  and  the  other 
towed  triumphaiitly  out,  by  a  detachment  of  feamen  under  the 
command  of  captains  Laforey  and  Balfour.  This  gallant  ex- 
ploit merits  a  circumftantial  relation.    The  naval  reader  will . 

fcrufe 
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A.  D.  pcrufc  it  with  plcafurc ;  probably  with  advantage-^By  the  ad- 
1 753*  miral's  orders,  a  barge  and  pinnace  from  every  (hip  in  the  fleet 
afTembledi  about  iloon,  under  the  ilem  of  the  Namur.  Thefe 
boats  were  manned  only  by  their  proper  trews,  armed  chiefly 
with  piftolt  and  cutlaflcs,  and  each  boac  commanded  by  a  lieu- 
tenant  and  midihipman.  From  thence  they  proceeded,  by  two 
cr  three  at  a  time,  to  join  Sir  Ctiarlcs  Hardy's  (quadron  near 
the  mouth  of  the  harbour.  Being  there  re-aflembled  in  two  di* 
-  vifions,  under  the  two  captains  above-mentioned,  about  mid- 
night they  paddled  into  the  harbour  of  Louifbourg  unperceivcd. 
The  night  was  extremely  d^rk,  and  the  feamen  were  profound- 
ly iilent.  They  paflfed  very  near  the  ifland  battery  undifcover- 
.  cd,  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  and  a  thick  fog,  prevented  their 
being  feen,  whilft  the  perpetual  din  of  bombs,  cannon,  and 
mufquetry,  both  of  the  beficged  and  befiegers,  cffe£lually  co- 
vered the  noifc  of  their  oars.  As  foon  as  each  divifion  came 
near  enough  to  perceive  the  devoted  objc£t,  the  two  men  of 
war  were  immediately  furrounded  by  the  boats,  and  were  firfl 
alarmed  by  the  firing  of  their  own  centinels.  All  the  boats  fell 
a-board  at  the  fame  inftanr,  and  the  feveral  crews,  following 
the  example  of  their  officers,  Icrambled  op  every  part  of  the 
ihips,  and,  in  a  few  minutes,  took  poflcffion  of  their  refpcflivc 
prizes.  The  rcfiftancc  was  very  feeble,  and  confcqucntly  the 
lofs  of  men  on  either  fide  inconfiderable. 

Day-light  and  the  (hours  of  our  failors,  having  at  length  dif- 
covercd  to  the  enemy  on  (hore,  that  their  (hips  were  in  poStC- 
fion  of  the  Englifli,  they  immediately  pointed  every  gun  that 
could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  boats  and  prizes,  and  a  furi- 
ous difchargc  of  cannon  enfued.  Thofc  who  were  in  poflefiion 
of  the  Prudent^  finding  her  a-ground,  f^t  her  on  fire,  and  then 
joined  the  boats  which  were  now  employed  in  towing  off  the 
Bienfmfant^  which,  with  the  afEilance  of  a  favourable  breeze, 
was  triumphantly  carried  away  and  fecured. 

On  the  26th,  whilit  admiral  Bofcawen  was  preparing  to  fend 
fix  (hips  into  the  harbour,  he  received  a  letter  from  the  cheva- 
lier Dnicour,  offering  to  capitulate  on  the  fame  terms  that  were 
granted  to  the  EngllQi  at  Minorca.  The  admiral  infided  on  the 
garrifon  remaining  prifoners  of  war,  and  with  thefe  terms  the 
governor  finally  complied.    He  could  not  do  otherwile.     He 
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yidded  to  irre&ftiUe  ncceffity*    His  fhipe  were  all  dcftroyed  or  A.  D* 

taken}  his  caonon  were  difioaounted ;  his  garrifoii  diminifhed,  175^ 

and  the  reoiainder  harafied  and  difpirited  ^  all  his  hopes  of  re* 

lief  from  Europe  or  from  Canadar  were  vani&ed^  and  his  ram«' 

parts  in  many  places  battened  to  pieces.  The  capitulattoa  bemg 

figned,  the  Britiih  tcoops  took  pofleffion  of  Louiibourg  on  the 

27th,  and  the  two  iflands  .of  Cape  Breton  and  St.  John  were  I 

ceded  to  bis  Britannic  ma^efty.    The  fhips  of  war  loft  by  the  I 

French  on  this  occafion  were  the  Prudent  of  74  guns.  Enure* 

prcnant  749  Caprioieux  64,  Celebre  64,  Bienfaifant  64,  Apollo 

50  \  Cbevre,  Biche  and  Fiddle  frigates  funk  at  the  harbour't 

mouth;  Diana  of  3^  taken  -by  the  Boreas 4  Echo  of  a6  takeii 

by  the  Juno. 

We  now  netum  to  Europe.  The  Ipsrited  minifter  who,  at 
this  time>  Jield  the  reins  of  government;  whoTe  fuccciBve  ex* 
peditions  were  diftind  gradations  in  a  regular  plan  of  >operation^ 
whofe  invafions  oa  the^oaft  of  France  were  priactpaUy  intend- 
ed to  divide  the  forces  of  the  enemy :  this  aftive  minifter,  I  fay, 
determined  once  more  to  invade  the  coaft  of  Normandy^  Part 
of  the  troops  whichj  fince  the  laft  expedition,  bad  been  en*> 
camped  on  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  were  fent.  to  Oermany.  The 
duke  of  Marlborough  and  Lord  George  Sackville  were  likewile 
ordered  upon  that  fervice.  Tbe  remamder  of  the  troops  now 
commanded  by  lieutenant-general  Bligb,  embarked  on  board 
tbe  fleet  under  commodore  Howe,  and  failed  from  St.  Helen's  on 
the  firft  day  of  Auguft.  On  the  6th,  in  the  ev^ng,  the  fleet 
came  to  an  anchor  in  tbe  bay  of  Cherburg,  and  a  few  ihella 
were  thrown  into  the  town  that  night.  Next  morning,  about 
fcven  o'clock,  the  fleet  got  under  way,  and  at  nine  brought  up 
in  the  bay  of  Maris,  two  leagues  weft  of  the  lown«  where  the 
general  refolved  to  land  bis  troops.  The  governor  of  Cher- 
burg, fince  his  late  alarm,  had  thrown  up  feveral  entrench^ 
ineo:8,  and  planted  fome  batteries  along  tbe  coaft*  Behind 
thefe  works  there  appeared  about  two  thouland  regular  troops. 
On  the  7th,  at  two  in  the  afternoon,  the  grenadiers  and  guards^ 
commanded  by  general  Drury,  in  flat-bottom  boats,  landed^ 
without  oppoCtion;  under  cover  of  an  incefiant  fire  from  the 
Meet.  Having  formed  his  troops  on  the  beach,  he  marched  im« 
pecliatcly  towards  a  party  of  the  enemy,  received  tl^cir  ;firc,  and 
Vo^.  IV.  Q^  thcj^ 


J2X  NAVALHISTORt 

A.  D.  then  attacked  them  with  fuch  refolutioo,  tbat  thef  (oon  fled  m 
2  75 ?•  the  utnioft  confofion,  and  with  coniiderahle  lo&    They  left 
^hind  them  two  pieces  of  brafs  cannon-  Of  the  EngUfli,  abonc 
twenty  were  killed  or  wounded. 

The  remainder  of  the  infantry  being  difembarked,  general 
Bligh  marched  to  the  village  oif  £rviUe»  and  there  pitched  his 
tents  for  the  night.  The  ground  which  be  had  chofen  for  hia 
encampment  was  Co  inadequate,  in  point  of  extent,  to  the  num- 
ber of  troops,  that  the  tents  were  crowded  together  as  ciofe  as 
they  could  ftand,  without  order  of  regularity.  If  the  French 
commander  h<ai  not  been  as  ignorant  in  his  profeiBon  as  his 
enemy,  the  Britifli  army  would,  in  this  fituation,  have  been 
furrounded  and  deftroyed,  or  taken :  two  or  three  thoufand 
mttif  judiciouily  commanded,  were  fufficient.  But^  either  for 
want  of  ikill,  or  ftrength,  or  refolution,  the  Engliih  army  was 
fuSered  to  ile'ep  in  perfe^  fecurity,  and  the  fucceeding  dawn 
did  not  difcover  a  fingle  French  fbldier  in  fight  of  the  camp. 
On  reconnoitring  the  neareft  fort,  called  Qnirqueville,  it  was 
found  defoiate ;  fo  that  the  light  horfe  were  now  difembfarked 
without  the  leaft  intemiptton^  and  the  army  proceeded,  in  two 
columns,  towards  Cherburg,  which  they  entered  without  firbg 
or  receiving  a  fingle  fhot,  the  town  and  all  the  forts  being  en- 
tirely abandoned  by  the  troops.  The  inhabita;)ts,  in  confidence 
of  a  promife  of  protection,  contained  in  a  manifedo  publifbed 
by  general  Bligh,  remained  in  the  town,  and  received  their  ho- 
ftile  vifitors  with  politenefs  and  hofpMtality.  I  am  forry  to  re- 
cord, to  the  difgtace  of  £ngli(h  difcipline,  that  their  confidence 
was  abufed.  The  proper  means  of  reftraining  the  licentious 
brutality  of  the  common  foldiers  were  neglected,  till  the  juft 
complaints  of  the  fufierers  reminded  the  general  of  his  duty. 

General  Bligh  now  proceeded,  according  to  his  inftru£lions, 
to  demolish  the  harbour  and  bafon,  which  had  been  conftru£led 
by  Lewis  XV.  at  a  valt  expence,  and  were  intended  as  an  a(y- 
lum  for  men  of  war.  It  appeared,  however,  fronn  the  unfiniih« 
ed  ilate  of  the  fortifications,  that  the  importance  of  Cherburg 
had  of  late  dwindled  in  the  efiimation  of  the  French  mioiftry. 
Whilft  the  engineers  were  thus  employed,  the  light  horfe  were 
i^nt  to  fcour  the  country,  and  to  reconnoitre  a  French  camp  ac 
Walloign,  about  twelve  miles  from  Cherburg.  in  thefe  excur- 
Cons  they  frequently  fltirmifhcd  with  the  enemy,  and  in  one  of 
"  •  thefe 
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thcie  rencoiinters  LindfaJTi  a  captain  t>f  the  Britifli  light  horfe,  A.  D. 
was  unfortunately  killed.    He  waa  a  very  a&ive  and  gallant  of«  1758. 
£cer.    The  great  bufiners  of  demolition  being  finiflied,  on  the 
i6ch  of  Auguft^  at  three  in  the  morning,  the  army  evacuated 
Cherburg,  marched  dowh  to  Fort  Galet,  and  there  embarked^ 
without  moleftation. 

In  our  eftimate  of  the  utility  of  this  enterprize,  we  are  to  re- 
member, that  the  primary  objeft  was,  by  keeping  the  French 
coaft  in  perpetual  alarm,  to  oblige  them  to  retain  an  army  for 
their  own  fecurity,  which  would  otherwife  have  marched  to 
Germany.  Exclnfive  of  this  coniideration,  the  expedition  to. 
Cherbnrg  was,  by  no  means,  unimportant.  Twenty-feven  Ihips 
were  burnt  in  the  belabour.  A  hundred  and  feventy-three 
pieces  of  iron  ordnance  and  three  mortars  were  rendered  ufe-* 
l^fs  I  aofi  twenty«two  brals  cannon  and  two  mortars  were  fent  to 
England.  Thefe  cannon  were  afterwards  expofed,  for  fome 
time,  in  Hyde  JParki  and  then  drawn  through  the  city  in  pbitw  _ 
pous  proceffioii,  amidft  the  joyful  acclamations  of  the  people^ 
the  oldeft  of  whom  had  never  beheld  a  fimilar  triumph. 

Thus  far  the  operations  of  thb  terrific,  itinerant  army  were 
fiiccefsful;  But  the  general's  commiffion  did  not  end  with  the 
deftru£li6n  of  the  forts  and  harbour  of  Cherburg;  By  his  fe* 
cret  inftruQions  be  was  ordered  to  keep  the  coaft  of  France  in 
continual  alarm  ;  to  make  defcentd,  and  attack  any  place  that 
might  be  found  praAicable,  between  the  eaft  point  of  Nor«- 
mandy  and  Morlaix.  In  compliance  with  thefe  inftru£lions>  the 
fleet  weighed  anchor  on  the  i8th  of  Auguft,  and  fleered  to- 
wards St.  Malo,  with  a  dcfign  to  make  a  fecond  attack  upon 
that  neft  of  privateers.  But  they  were  obliged,  by  contrary 
winds,  to  run  for  the  Engliih  coaft*  They  came  to  an  anchor 
in  Weymouth  road  on  the  23d ;  ti)ey  failed  from  thence  on  the 
a5th,  but  were  obliged  to  put  back  the  fame  evening.  The 
next  attempt  proved  more  fuccelsfuL  The  fleet,  though  no^ 
without  difficulty,  kept  the  fea,  and,  (landing  to  the  fouthward, 
foon  made  the  coaft  of  France ;  but  it  was  the  4th  of  Septem- 
ber befcnre  they  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  bay  of  St.  Lunaire, 
about  two  leagues  weft  of  St.  Malo.  Whilft  the  fleet  was 
bringing  up",  the  commodore,  with  Prince  Edward,  (afterwards 

«  Acceont  of  our  laft  attempt  on  the  coaft  of  FfJnce,  by  an  rffi.cr. 

Qjz  duke 
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A.  D.  duke  of  York,)  who  attended  Mr.  Howe  in  the  czpxitj  of 
*'S^*  midfliiptnan,  went  off  in  their  barge  to  reconnoitre  thcfliorc. 
Seeing  no  appearance  of  an  enemy,  the  troops  were  diremhark- 
ed,  without  oppoGtion;  but  not  entirely  without  misfortune. 
Ohe  of  the  fliat-bottom  boats  being  run  down  by  the  Brilliant,, 
was  overfet,  and  five  foldiers  drowned^  As  ibon  as  the  troops^ 
were  landed,  9far  WiBiam  Boothby,  with  300  grenadiers,  was 
detached  with  orders  to  deftroy  a  hundred  and  fifty  vdlels  in 
the  harbour  of  Briae,  near  Sf.  Malo.  He  executed  his  coni-- 
ttiiflidn  effe£lfially ;  but  the  attmber  ef  vefiels  in  that  harbour 
did  not  exceed  fifteen. 

The  Britifh  army  coiitmued  in  tfaefr  encampment  near  St  Lu-*- 
naire  four  days,  which  were  fpent  in  deliberations  concerning 
the  praAicaKlity  of  an  attack  opon  St.  Maio.  It  was  finally 
determined  to  be  hnpra^cable,  and  Mtk  Howe  having  declared 
Aat  it  was  impoffible  to  re-embark  the  troops  from  the  place 
where  they  had  landed,  it  was  refolved  that  the  troops  lhoal(f 
search  over  land,  and  that  th^  fleet  (hodd,  in  the  mean  time^ 
proceed  to  the  bay  ef  St.  Cas,  and  there  remain  ready  to  re- 
ceive them.  The  commodbre  weighed  anchor,  and  ftbod  to 
the  weflward.  On  Friday,  the  8th,  in  the  morning,  general 
Bligh  (Irqck  his  teno,  and  began  his  march  towards  the  village" 
of  GildaU,  where  he  was  tokl  the  river  which  he  muftneceflarily 
pafs,  was  fdrdable  at  Idw  water.  The  day's  march,  thougfar 
fliDrt>  proved  fatiguing  to  the  troops,  on  account  of  tht  heavy 
rain  and  bad  roads ;  and,:  as  the  ak-my  m^uxhed  in  a  fingle  co« 
Tumn,  it  #as  night  before  the  rear  came  ro  their  ground.  Whor 
colonel  Clark,  Who  marched  at  the  head  of  the  advanted  guards 
arrived  at  the  vilkige  of  Gildau,  he  faw  a  body  of  abour  three 
hundred  peafants  on  the  oppofite>  bank  of  the  river,  apparently 
forming  with  an  intention  to  oppofe  his  pafiage.  A  few  {hot 
from  two  or  three  fierd^piecetf  immedtatery  dif^>eried  them.  Or- 
ders were  ifTued  to  prepare  for  pafling  the  river  at  fix  o'clock 
next  morning,  and  the  army  went  to  reft.  Next  morning,  at 
fix  o'clock,  the  troops  were  ready  to  plunge  into  the  river,  whenr' 
it  appeared  that  the  general  had  been  fo  totally  mifinformed  a^ 
to  the  time  of  fording,  that  it  was  now  higb  inftcad  of  lovf 
water,  and  that  it  would  be  three  in  the  afternoon  before  the 
troops  could  pafs.    Such  a  miftake,  though  apparently  of  no 
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f;reat  ifflportante,  as  it  difcovcred  the  fallibility  of  the  gencrars  A.  D. 
ntelligence,  wa^  a  bad  omen.  ^  7S*» 

The  army  fdrded  the  river  in  two  columns,  without  any  o- 
thcr  moleftation  than  a  volley  or  two  of  mufkct-fliot  from  thcf 
oppofite  village,  by  which  lord  Frederick  Cavendift,  and  a  few 
grenadiers  were  flightly  wounded.  They  paffed  the  river,  and 
pitched  their  tents  hnmedtately.  Why  they  marched  fto  farther* 
that  night,  is  difficult  to  imagine.  On  Sunday  morning  the  ar« 
my  again  decamped,  and  marched  towards  Mattingnon.  Wheii 
the  advanced  grrard  approached  the  town,  they  faw  a  party  of 
French  dragoons,  and  obfcWed  that  the  hedges  were  lined  by 
foot  which  feemed  to  be  regulars.  This  being  reported  to  the 
general,  all  the  grenadiers  were  ordered  to  advance,  and  they 
prefied  forward  with  great  eagernefs;  but  the  enemy  did  not 
think  fit  to  wait  for  them.  Having  marched  about  four  miles, 
the  army  endamped  to  the  fouthward  of  Matcingnon,  after  pa- 
rading through  the  town  by  beat  of  drum.  From  this  circum- 
ftance,  it  is  evident  that  general  Bligh  had  not  the  leaft  idea 
that  a  fuperior  army  was  at  this  tin>e  within  a  few  hours  march 
of  his  camp  ^. 

This  evening  a  French  foldier  was  brought  into  the  campf 
who  informed  the  general,  that  nine  battalions  of  foot,  two 
iquadrons  of  dragoons,  wiib  fite  thoufand  guardes  de  cofts, 
were  oh  Aeir  march  from  Breft,  and  that  they  were  not  above 
two  leagues  diftant.  He  named  the  general  officers,  and  the  re- 
giments. His  intelligence,  however,  produced  no  other  effeft 
than  an  order  to  the  piquets  of  the  Englifli  army  to  be  particu- 
larly vigilant.  During  the  hight,  the  advanced  guard  of  the 
enemy  came  fo  near,  as  to  exchange  fome  fhot  with  the  out- 
pofls. '  Neverthdeft,  general  IVfigh  continued  fo  totally  unap. 
prehenfive^  that  he  ordered  the  ufual  drums,  preparatory  to  a 
march,  to  beat  next  morning  at  thi^ee  o'clock.  The  drums  beat 
alccordingly,  and  the  army  marched,  in  a  Gngle  column,  towards 
St*  CaSf  which  is  about  a  league  from  Mattingnon.  If  the 
troops  had  marched  ih  two  columns,  they  would  have  reached 

^  ^l  recolIeO/*  fays  the  aothor  of  the  tccoant  of  this  expedition,  «*  thai  the 
*'  language  of  this  day,  in  the  moutbt  of  fome  of  eur  confideriible  perfon»jgcs 
•*  wa*-*— «*  By  G— d^  a  man  might  march  ihriu^h  France  with  a  Cngic  company 
*•  •!  grcaad'.ftis:*^ 
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A.  D.  their  (hips  ia  half  the  time.  When  the  head  of  the  cdoma 
1758*  reached  the  eminence^  about  half  a  mile  from  the  Tea,  they  had 
orders  to  halt,  and  the  regiments  formed  the  line  as  they  ad* 
Tanced  in  fuccefiion )  but»  before  the  grenadiers  in  the  r^^tf 
reached  the  ground,  theyoungeft  brigade  was  ordered  to  march 
,d6wn  to  the  beach.  Meanwhile  the  frigates  which  Were  intend- 
ed to  cover  the  embarkation,  and  the  boats^  were  approaching 
the  land.  Before  the  grenadiers  quitted  the  betghti  tbejr  faw 
the  enetnj  advancing  in  four  columns.  The  grenadiers  march* 
cd  deliberately  down  to  the  beach,  and  there  refted  on  dieir 
^rms,  whilft  the  battilions  were  conveyed  to  their  tranfporu 
in  the  flat-bottom  boats. 

The  rear  of  the  Englilh  army  had  fcarce  quitted  the  height 
before  it  was  poilefied  by  the  enemy.  As  foon  as  they  began 
to  defcend,  Mr.  Howe  made  a  fignal  for  his  frigates  to  fire ; 
which  order  was  exocoted  with  fo  much  (kill  and  dexterity^  that 
snany  of  the  French  were  killed^  and  their  whole  army  thrown 
^  into  confufion.  The  Britilh  troops  Were  now  all  embarked,  ex- 
cept the  grenadiers  and  four  companies  of  the  firft  regiment  of 
guards ;  in  all  about  1400  men.  The  enemy  continued  to  ad- 
irance,  and  their  cannon  deilroyed  fome  of  our  boats.  General 
Drury^  who  was  now  the  fenior  officer  on  (hore»  formed  hia 
little  army,  and  moft  imprudently  advanced  up  the  hill  to  meet 
his  enemy.  By  this  manoeuvre  he  quitted  a  parapet  of  iand 
hanks,  and  effe£bially  Clenced  the  frigates,  which  could  not 
now  fire  without  deftroying  their  friends.  This  inconfiderable 
body  of  EngUih  troops,  with  every  difadvaotage  of  iituation, 
and  commanded  by  a  man  of  no  experience  or  abilities,  main- 
tained their  ground  againil  ten  times  their  number,  till  moft  of 
them  had  entirely  fpent  their  ammunition.  Thus  circumftanced, 
after  making  terrible  bavock  in  the  enemies  ranks^  they  yielded 
to  neceOity,  and  retreated  to  their  boats.  Unhappily,  the  boats 
then  in  Ihore  were  infufficient  to  receive  half  the  number  of 
men  which  now  crowded  to  the  beach,  and  the  boats  were  con- 
fequently  in  an  inftant  fo  overloaded,  that  moft  of  them  were 
a-ground.  In  this  horrible  fituation,  expofed  to  the  continual 
fire  of  a  numerous  army,  they  remained  for  fome  time ;  till,  at 
laft,  the  commodore  himfelf  leapt  into  bis  boat,  and,  rowmg 
to  the  fliorci  took  one  of  the  flat-boats  in  tow.    The  reft  of 

the 
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the  fleet  followed  his.  example,  a|id  ^boat  700  men  were  A«  D. 
laroiiglit  CD IxKird-  The  other  half  were  either  ihot,  taken  pri*  1758. 
HontarSf  pr  drowned.  Among  the  killed  were  major-general 
Droiyy  liemenant-colpnel  Wilkinfon^  and  Sir  Jobn  Arn^itage, 
a  volunteer.  Lord  Frederick  Cavendifliy  lieutenant-coloneU 
^earlbn  and  Lambert^  and  fixteen  officers  of  inferior  rank,  were 
taken  prifonera.  Fo^r  captains  of  men  of  war<^,  who  went  on 
ihore  in  order  to  expedite  the  embarkation  of  the  troopsy  were 
alio  obliged  to  furrender  themfelves  to  the  enemj.  Eight  fea-* 
men  were  killedi  and  feventeen  wounded. 

This  terrible  difafter  was  very  juftly  afcribed  to  a  total  want 
of  military  knowledgCt  fagacity,  and  experience  in  the  general, 
who  imprudently  gave  ear  to  thofe  about  him,  who  talked  of 
marching  through  France  with  a  fingk  company  of  Britiih  grr- 
padicrs.  His  marching,  10  an  enemy's  country,  in  a  iingle  co* 
lumn,  was  extremely  imprudent.  Hia  beating  tie  general  the 
moraing  of  his  march  fffom  Mattingnon,  was  inexcufable ;  and 
his  dilatory  proc^dings  on  the  fatal  day  of  embarkation,  admit 
of  no  apolpgy.  But,  though  our  lofs  on  this  occafion  was  coti- 
fid^rable,  the  epemy  had  certainly  no  great  caufe  of  triumph  : 
they  bad*defeafed  a  rear^guard  of  fourteen  hundred  men  with 
aun  army  of  at  leafl  fifteen  thoufand,  and  their  lofe  in  killed  and 
wounded  ^^as  much  greater  than  that  of  the  En|li(h  >.  This 
cheok,  however,  was  no  proof  that  the  minifter's  plan  of  ope* 
ration  was  imfH-oper.  His  defign  was  fully  anfweredi  and  was 
certainly  attent^ed  with  falutary  confe^uences.  Commodore 
Howe  returned  to  Spitbcadj  and  the  trpops  were  difembark- 
cd.  -• 

We  are  now;  to  recoiled,  that,  after  the  rcduftion  of  Sene- 
gal, an  attempt  was  made  upon  the  iiland  of  Goree^  but  with- 
out foccefs,  owing  to  the  want  of  fu&ient  naval  force.  The 
Britifli  minifter,  fenfible  that  bis  conquefl  on  the  coaft  of  Africa 
was  incomplete  wuhout  the  reduction  of  this  ifland,  fcnt  out  a 

7  VIm,  Rowley,  MjplcfM,  PaftoOt  aod  BIphiftAon. 

»  la  the  accottot  •f  thii  affair  poWifhed  at  Parii,  hy  aothontjr,  they  acknowlcdpe 
400  ttc»  killed  and  wouoded»  aad  make  Uie  fttnuber  oi  EA|liib  priiooen  600.  Ko^^» 
M  our  entire  lofi  wat  «nly  700,  the  number  of  o«r  killed  muft  have  been  proper- 
it.>fiably  very  fm»n.  The  le^l  number  of  f»ur  k:)Icv!  dn.',  vounded  was  ^bout  aco* 
l^he  French  hfi  three  limes  that  lyimbcr. 
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A.  D.  fmall  fquadron  of  four  (hips  of  the  line,  two  frigates,  sod  two 
1758.  bomUketchesi  commanded  by  commodore  Kcppd,  v/itji  600 
land  forces  under  colonel  Worge.  This  arn^ament  failed  from 
Cork  on  the  nth  of  November,  and,  after  a^  tempeftuoos 
Yoyage,  anchored  in  the  road  of  Goree»  about  a  league  from 
the  illand,  on  the  24tb  of  December.  Goree  is  a  barren  iOandj 
not  a  mile  in  length,  fituated  near  Cape  Verde.  The  Dutch 
took  poiTei&on  of  it  in  the  beginning  of  the  laft  centorj.  The 
French  took  it  in  1677,  and  fince  that  period  it  has  remained 
in  pofieillon  of  their  £aft  India  Company.  On  the  fouth-weft 
fide  there  was  a  fmall  fort  called  St.  A^chael,  and  another,  lefa 
confiderable,  called  St.  Francis;,  nev  the  oppoiite  extremit]^ 
Beiidcs  thefe  forts,  there  were  feveral  flight  batteries  along  the 
fiiore,  mounting  in  the  whole  a  hundred  cafinon.  The  garri- 
Ibn,  commanded  by  MonC  St.  Jean,  confifted  of  30c  regulars^ 
«nd  about  the  fame  number  of  negro  inhabitants. 

On  the  28th,  in  the  morning,  the  troops  were  ordered  into 
.  the  boau,  ready  for  landing,  if  neceilary  *,  and,  the  fliips  being 
properly  ftationed  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  ifland,  a  general  can- 
nonading began,  which  was  anfwered  by  the  enemy  widi  great 
ipirit,  and  with  fuch  iiicccfs,  that  above  a  hundred  of  the  Eng- 
lilh  were  killed  or  wounded.  Neverthelefs,  the  French  garri- 
fon,  though  not  one  of  them  was  killed,  were  to  terrified  by 
the  fire  from  the  (hips,  that  the  governor  was  obliged  to  Sur- 
render 9t  difcretion.  A  detachment  of  marines  was  landed  to. 
take  po0eilion  of  the  ifland,  and  the  BritiOi  flag  was  boifted  oa 
the  caftle  of  St.  Michael. 

Mr.  Keppel,  having  taken  his.  prifoncrs  on  board,  and  left 
a  fufiicient  garrifon  under  the  command  of  major  Newton, 
touched  at  Senegal,  and  then  returned  to  England.  But  this 
expedition,  though  fuccefsful,  was  not  unattended  by  misfor- 
tunes. The  Litchfield,  of  50  guns,  a  tranfporti  and  a  bomb- 
ketch,  were  on  their  outward  paflage  feparated  from  the  fleet,, 
and  wrecked  on  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  about  nine  leagues  to 
the  northward  of  Saffy.  A  hundred  and  thiny  people,  amottg 
which  were  feveral  officers^  were  drowned.  Captain  Barton, 
with  about  two  hundred  and  twenty,  reached  the  inhofpirahle 
fliore.  They  fuffcred  great  hardfliips,  and  were  enilaved  by  the 
f  iDperoi:  of  Morocco,  our  worthy  ally,  who  hcl4  ihcm  in  cap^ 
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tiyfty  titl  they  were  ranfomcrf  by  the  ling  of  Great  Britain.  Such  A.  D. 
18  the  faith  of  barbarian  princes!  175^* 

Our  naval  exploits  in  the  Weft  lif^dies,  in  the  courrc  of  this 
year,   were  not  attended  with  any  important  confcquences. 
There  were  performed^  hoWcver,  feverai  galfant  aftions,  which 
^ught  not  to  pafs  unnoticed.     Captain  Forreft  of  the  Augwfta, 
having  failed  from  Port-Royal  in  Jamaica,  cruized  off  Gape 
t^rancis,  a  harbour  in  the  ifland  tif  St.  Domingo ;  he  was  Ac- 
companied by  thd  captains  Suckling  and  Langdon,  commandif^g 
the  Dreadnought  and  Edinburgh;  There  lay  at  that  time,  at  the 
Cape,  a  French  fquadron  df  foUr  ihips  of  the  line  and  three 
ftout  frigates^  which  the  French  commodbrci  piqued  at  feeing 
the  coaft  infulted  by  Forreft's  little  fijuadron,  reinforced  with 
feveral  ftore-fhips^  which  he  mounted  with  cannon^  and  fupplied 
with  feamen  from  the  mcrchant-velTels,  and  with  foldicrs  from 
the  garrifon*     Thus  prepared,  he  weighed  anchor^  and  ftood 
'out  for  Tea.   When  Fdrreft  perceived  the  apprdach  of  the  French 
ihips,  he  called  his  two  captains.   «•  Gentlemen,**  faid  be,  «  you 
**  know  our  own  ftrength,  and  fee  that  of  the  enemy.    Shall  wc 
'"  give  them  battle?'*   Being  anfwered  in  the  affirmative,.  h6 
bore  down  on  the  French  fleet,  and^  betweetl  three  and  four  in 
the  aftemooni  came  to  aftion.  The  French  attacked  with  great 
impetuoftty^  and  difplayed  uncdndmon  fpirit  in  the  (ight  of  their 
bwn  coaft.  But,  after  an  engagement  of  more  than  two  hours^ 
their  commodore  found  his  fliip  fo  miich  {battered,  that  he  was 
bbliged  to  make  a  (ignal  for  his  frigates  \o  tdw  him  out  of  the 
line,     iThc  reft  of  the  fquadron  fdlldwed  his  example,  and  avails- 
fed  themfelvBs  of  the  land  breeze  to  efcape  in  the  night  from  the 
three  Britifh  (hips,  which  werd  too  much  damaged  in  their  fails 
and  rigging  to  purfue  their  vi<Elory. 

Captain  Forreft  fignalized  his  courage  in  this  engagement;  bat 
he  difplayed  equal  courage,  and  ftill  more  uncommon  conduft 
an<!  fagacity  in  a  fubfequent  adventure  near  the  weftcm  coaft  of 
Hifpaniola.  Having  received  intelligence,  that  there  was  a  con- 
fiderable  French  fleet  at  Port  au  Prinre,  a  harbour  on  that 
coaft,  ready  to  fail  for  Europe,  he  proceeded  from  Jamaica  to 
cruize  between  Hifpaniola  and  the  little  iuand  Goave.  He  dif- 
guifed  his  fliip  with  farpauUns^  hoiftcd  Dutch  colours,  aud,  in 
order  to  avoid  difcovcry,  allowed  fovcral  fmall  vciTcls  to  paf^. 

Vol.  IV.  ii  wirhouc 
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A<  I9*  without  giving  them  chace.  Tbtf  fecond  day  after  bis  arrird  m 
^  75^'  thofe  parts,  he  perceived  a  fleet  of  feven  fail  ileering  to  the  weib- 
ward*  He  kept  from  them  to  prevent  fufpicion,  but,  at  the 
approach  of  nigbt9.purltied  them  with  allthe  failhe  could  crowd. 
About  ten  in  the  evening  he  came  up  wi^b  two  veflels  of  the 
chace^  one  of  which  fired  a  gun,  and  the  o^ber  iheered  off. 
The  (hip  which  had  fired  no  fooner  difcovercd  her  enemy,  than 
ihe  fubmitted.  Forrcft  manned  ber  with  thirty-five  of  his  owr 
crew,  and  now  perceiving,  eight  fail  to  leeward,  near  the  har- 
bour of  Fetk  Goavff  ordered  them  to  ftaad  for  that  place,  and 
to  intercept  any  veflels  that  attempted  to  reach  it.  He  himfel^ 
in  the  Auguda,  failed  direAly  for  the  French  fleet,  and,  coming 
up  with  them  by  day-break,,  eagaged  them  all  by  turns  as  he 
could  bring  his^guas  to*  bear.  The  Solide,.  the  Theodore,  and 
the  Marguerite^  returned  his  fire  '^  but,  having  foen  (Iruck  their 
colours,  they  were  in^mediately  fccured,  and  then  employed  in 
taking  the  other  veflels,  of  whisb  none  had  the  fortune  to  efcapc. 
The  niAt  faiV  which^  by  this  well-conduded  fcratagem,  had 
fallen  into  the  power  of  one  fliip,  and  that  even  in  the  fight  of 
their  own  harbours,,  were  fafely  condu^d  to  Jamaica,  where 
the  fale  of  theur  rich  cargoes  rewarded  the  merit  of  the  captors^ 
While  Forrefl:  acquired  wealth  and  glory  by  prote£bng  the 
trade  of  Jamaica,  the  vigilance  of  captain  Tyrrel  fecured  the 
Englifli  navigation  to  Antigua.  In  the  month  of  March,  thi^ 
enterprizing  and  judicious  comm^ider  demolifheda  fort  on  the 
ifland  of  Martinico,  and  deftroyed  four  privateers  riding  under 
Its  protedion^  In  November  of  the  fame  year,  he,  in  his 
own  (hip  the  Buckingham  of  fixty-four  guns,  accompanied  by 
the  Weazle  floop  commanded  by  captaiu  Bbles,  difcovercd,  be- 
tween the  ifland's  of  Cuadalpupe  and  Montfcrrat,  a  fleet  of  nine- 
teen fail  under  convoy  of  the  Fhrijfaniy  a  French  man  pf  war  of 
Icvcaty-four  guns,  and  two  frigates,  of  which  the  largefl  car- 
ried thirty-eight,  and  the  other  twenty-fix  guns.  Captain  Tyr- 
rel, rcgardlcfs  of  the  great  inequality  of  force,  immediately  gave 
chace  in  the  Buckingham  -,  and  the  Weazfe,  running  clofe  to 
the  enemy,  received  a  whole  broadfide  from  the  Floriffant. 
Though  flie  fuftained  it  without  confiderable  damage,  Mr.Tyr- 
lel  ordered  captain  Boles  to  keep  aloof,  as  his  vciC:l  could  not 
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"be  fappofed  to  bear  the  {bock  of  heavy  mctad  5  and  he  alone  pf  c-  A.  D. 
pared  for  the  engagement.    The  Floriflant,  inftcad  of  lying  to  175^- 
for  him   upt   made  a  running  fight   with   her  (lem  chaccj 
while  the  two  frigates  annoyed  the  Buckingham  in  her  purfmt. 
At  length,  however,  flie  came  within  piftbl-fliot  of  the  Florif-' 
fant,  and  poured  in  a  broadfide,  which  did  great  execution. 
The  falutation  was  returned  with  fpirit,  and  the  battle  became     * 
clofe  and  obftinate.     Mr.  Tyrrd,  heing  wounded,  was  obliged 
to  leave  the  deck,  and  the  command  devolved  on  the  brave  Mr« 
Marihall,  his  £rft  lieutenant,  who  fell  in  the  arms  of  vi£iory« 
The  fecond  lieutenant  took  the  command,  and  fimally  Clenced 
riie  enemy's  fire.     On  board  the  Floriflant  '160  men  were  flain* 
and  300  wounded.     She  was  {6  much  difahled  in  her  hull,  that  . 
fhe  could  hardly  be  kept  afloat.     The  largeft  frigate  received 
eqnal  damage.    The  Buckingham  had  only  feven  men  killed, 
and  feveotoen  dangerooily  wounded:  flie  had  fuffened  much, 
however,  m  lier  maAs  and  rigging,  which  was  the  «nly  circunv 
Aance  that  prevented  her  from  adding  profit  to  gleiy,  by  making 
prizes  of  the  French  fleet  under  fo  powerful  a  jconvoy. 

In  the  £«(l  Indies  the  French  fquadron  was  commanded  by 
Mr.  d'Ache,  and  the  Englifii  by  admiral  Pocock,  who  had 
fucceeded  admiral  Wat{bn.  The  former  was  reinforced  by  a 
contiderable  armament  under  xhe command  of  general  Lally,  aa 
adventurer  of  Iriih  extraction  in  the  French  iervice.  The  £ng^ 
lifh  admiral  was  aUb  rdnforced  on  the  24th  of  March  by  four 
Aiips  of  the  line;  and,  being  ibon  after  apprized  of  Laliy's  arri- 
val, he  hoifted  his  :flag  aboard  the  Yarmouth^  a  fhip^of  (ixcy«- 
four  guns,  and  failed  in  queft  of  the  enemy.  He  made  the 
height  of  Negapatam  the  28th  of  March}  and  the  day  following 
difcovered  the  enemy's  fleet  in  the  road  of  Fort  St.  David,  it 
confifted  of  eight  Ihips^  pf  the  line,  and  a  frigate,  which  imme<» 
^lately  flood  out  to  ica^  and  formed  the  line  of  battle*  Pocock'a 
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Buke  of  Odcani,    «- 

ffo  gant. 

.Zodwqoe,         — 

74  gnns. 

Bukc  of  Bourgogrtc,  — 

.  60  — 

Bten  AcDse,      

CnnHc,            — - 

64  

Moras,           •— - 

so  -— 

St,  Lo«ii,        — ^— 

^4  

Sylphide,        *-^ 

3<S  —- 

E  Z  Iquadroa 
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A.  D.  (qnajron  con6Ae(l  only  of  fe?eti  fliipsi*  ^  with  which  he  fixriiie«| 
'  75^*  the  line,  and,  bearing  down  upon  Mr.  d'A^hc,  began  the  en^ 
gagement*  The  French  commodore*  having  foftatned  a  warm 
aftion  for  about  two  hours,  in  which  one  of  l(tt  largeft  (hip« 
was  difab^ed,  (hecred  off  with  his  whole  fleet.  Being  afterwards 
joined  with  two  more  (hips  of  war,  he  again  formed  the  line  of 
battle  to  leeward.  Admiral  Pocock,  though  his  own  flup  and 
federal  other$  were  eonfideraUy  damaged,  and,  though  three 
of  his  captain^^^  had  miibehaved  in  the  engagement,  prepared 
again  for  the  attack.  But  the  manoeuvres  of  the  French  fleet 
feem  to  have  been  intended  merely  to  amufe  him  $  for  thej^ 
neither  ihowcd  lights,  nor  gave  any  fignal  in  the  night,  and  next 
morniog  the  jmaUeft  trace  of  them  could  not  be  observed. 

Admiral  Pocock  made  various  attempts  to  brmg  the  FrencI^ 
fquadron  to  a  fecond  engagement.  Thefe,  however,  proved 
inefledual  till  the  third  of  Auguft,  when  be  perceiiwd  the  ene* 
my's  fleet,  confiiling  of  eight  fliips  of  the  line  and  a  frigate, 
fianding  to  fea  off  the  road  of  Pondicherry.  They  would  have 
gladly  eluded  his  purfuit,  but  he  obtained  the  weather  gage,  and 
failed  down  upon  them  in  order  of  battle.  As  it  was  now  im* 
poflible  to  efcape  without  coming  to  action,  the  French  prepared 
for  the  engagement,  and  fired  on  the  £lifabeth,  which  happen- 
ed  to  be  within  muflcet-flipt  of  the  ihip  in  their  van.  But  this 
ipirited  attack  was  not  feconded  with  equal  perfeverance.  la 
little  more  than  ten  mmutes  after  admiral  Pocock  had  difplayed 
the  fignal  for  battle,  Mr.  d'Ache  fet  his  fore-fail,  and  bore 
away,  maintaining  a  running  fight  in  a  very  irregular  line  for 

b  E  N  O  L  1 8  li  Weymomh,         _         to  gtinf . 

Cnmberland,        —         66  gont.  Tyger,  mm.  6o  »— « 

Yai-mouih,  —  64  — —  Newcatllc,  —  50  ■ 

EltCibcth,  —  ^4   ■     ■  Sali/bury,  .—  50    — - 

c  Captain  Brereton  of  the  CumberUnd  was  one  of  the  three  who  nii^havetf. 
God  forbid  that  ue  fliould  particnkrire  an  individual  with  a  view  to  infolt  his 
misrorciincs.  A  v^^n  may  ^(Icfft  much  probity,  great  good  (eofe,  and  many 
amhbic  qualities,  without  bciog  born  with  that  conftitutional  courage,  cr  en- 
dowed with  tiut  •cenrafe  circamfpefilon,  which  qualifies  him  for  doing  hU  duty 
as  a  fea-oSiccr.  We  name  thii  gentleman  as  an  example,  that  the  cbara^lar  of 
M  naval  commander,  when  once  hurt  by  mifconduA,  is  fcldom  to  be  retrieved  ; 
and  we  would,  if  poffibte,  perfoade  men  in  power  of  the  dangerous  coB^qocnoes 
of  ag.'iii  inirujltnj;,  with  an  honvurable  employment,  thofe  who,  on  any  former 
Qcca''i<»r.  !««' *c  {ht'Acd  thcmftlvss  und^crving  of  fo  important  a  charge. 

near 
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near  an  hour*    The  whok  fquadron  immediately  followed  hia  A*  D* 
example;  and  at  two  o'clock  they  cut  away  their  boats,  crowd-  ^7$^* 
ed  fail,  and  put  before  the  wind.    They  efcaped  by  farour 
of  the  night  into  the  road  of  Pondicherry ;  but  their  fleet  waa 
fo  much  damaged,  that,  in  the  beginning  of  September,  their  ^ 

<;ommodore  failed  for  the  ifle  of  Bourbon  in  order  to  refit)  thna 
leafing  the  EoglHh  admiral  (whofe  fquadron  had  always  been 
inferior  to  that  of  the  French  in  number  of  ihips  and  men  aa 
well  as  in  weight  of  metal)  fovereign  of  the  Indian  Teas. 

Having  examined  the  nav^l  fuc^eflTes  of  Great  Sritain  in  the 
different  quarters  of  the  world,  we  (hall,  for  tbe  reader's  fatis« 
fadion,  exhibit  in  one  view  the  confequences  of  thefe  glorious 
exploits.  During  the  courfe  of  this  year  the  French  loit  fixteea 
men  of  war^,  while  the  EngliOi  loft  no  more  thaq  three  ^ :  the 
French  loft  forty-nine  privateers  and  armed  merchantmen,  car^ 
rying  619  guns  and  3824  men.  The  diminution  of  their  com<* 
mercCj^  and  the  dread  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  tbe  Englifh^ 
prevented  many  of  their  tradmg  veffels  from  venturing  to  fea^ 
Of  thefe,  however,  they  loft  104;  and  not  leis  than  176  neu- 
tral veffels,  laden  with  the  rich  produce  of  the  French  colonies^ 
or  with  military  and  naval  ftores,  to  enable  them  to  continue  the 
war,  rewarded  the  vigilance  of  the  Englifli  navy^  The  lofs  of 
ihips,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  amounted  to  three  hun*. 
^red  and  thirteen,  a  confiderable  number,  but  confiftxng  chiefly 
of  empty  tranfports,  and  cQ^ng  or  difarmed  veflels,  of  little 
value  or  importance^ 

The  capture  of  fo  many  of  the  enemy's  veflels,  though  it 
added  much  wealth  and  glory  to  thofe  concerned  in  maritime 
affairs,  was  not  the  only,  or  even  the  principal  advantage  which 
Great  Britain  derived  firom  the  fpirited  efforts  of  her  feamen. 
The  conquefts  acquired  to  the  nation  were  ftill  more  important. 
Not  to  meiuion  the  taking  of  fort  I)u  Quefne,  on  the  river 

tf  Thefe  were  tbe  Foudroyant  of  So  guns  $  tbe  Efperaoce  74}  tbe  Alcide,  hyu 
Orpheus,  Rftifunablr,  of  64  each  ;  tbe  Arc  en  Ciel  and  Due  d*Aqaiiaine  of  50 
gar.teach;  the  Aqnrlon  of  48;  the  Royal  Chariot  and  Hermione  of  36  each{ 
the  Melainpc,  Emerald,  and  Nymph,  of  341  the  Brooe  of  30;  and  the  Gslatei 
of  3»« 

«  Thefe  were  the  Warwick  of  tfo  guot;  the  Greenwich,  50 }  the  Winchelie^ 
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A.  D.  OhiOi  a  place  of  the  utmoft  confcqucnce,  on  account  both  of 
I7S^'  Its  ftrcngth  and  fituation  ;  the  acquifition  of  the  ftrong  fbrtrefi 
of  Louifbourg^  with  the  iflands  of  Cape  Breton  and  St.  John  ; 
the  demolition  of  Frontenac,  and  the  rcdti£Hon  of  Senegal, 
were  events  not  more  de(lru£tive  to  the  commerce  and  colonies 
of  France,  than  advantageous  to  thofc  of  Great  Britain  :  even 
the  Britifli  expeditions  to  the  coaft  of  France,  though  conducted 
with  little  prudence,  brought  gbry  and  renown  to  the  invaders, 
and  taught  an  ambitious  people,  that,  while  they  were  intent 
on  ravaging  the  territory  of  their  neighbours,  their  own  domi- 
nions were  ftill  within  the  reach  of  the  BritiQi  thunder. 

The  repeated  triumphs  of  the  year  had  infpircd  the  Englifh 
with  a  warlike  enthufiafm  :  they  difcourfcd  about  nothing  but 
new  plans  of  conqueft ;  and  every  objcft  appeared  inconfidcrable, 
compared  with  military  glory.  In  this  difpofition  of  the  nation, 
the  king  aflcmblcd  the  parliament  the  23d  day  of  November, 
The  lord-keeper,  who  harangued  them  in  his  name,  (the  king 
being  indifpofcd),  recapitulated  the  glorious  events  of  the  war, 
and  obfcrved,  that,  as  it  was  uncommonly  extenfivc,  it  muft 
likcwifc  be  uncommonly  burdenfome  ;  but  that  no  higher  fup- 
plics  fhould  be  required,  than  fuch  as  were  adequate  to  the  ne- 
ccflary  fervices.  The  nation  were  not  at  prefcnt  of  a  temper  to 
refufe  any  reafonable  demand.  They  voted,  therefore,  fixty 
thoufandfeamen,  including  fourteen  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-five  marines,  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year;  and  they 
granted  for  their  maintainance  the  fum  of  three  millions  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds.  Befides  this,  two  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  were  voted  towards  the  building  and  re- 
pairing of  ffiips  of  war.  Thefc  fums  together,  how  enormous 
fbevcr  they  may  appear,  amounted  to  little  more  than  was  an- 
nually expended  in  fubiidies  to  German  princes,  and  pay  to 
German  troops.  Yet  the  former  rendered  the  Englifli  name 
illuftrious  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  while  the  advantages 
of  the  latter  ftill  remain  undifcovered* 
?759*  The  operations  of  the  year  1759  began  inthe  Weft  Indies. 
In  the  end  of  the  preceding  year,  a  fquadron  of  nine  fhips  of 
the  line,  with  one  frigate  and  four  bomb-ketches,  as  well  as 
fixty  tranfports,  containing  fix  regiments  of  foot,  commanded 
by  general  Hopfoi),  failed  thi;her|  with  orders  to  attack  and 

jrcduco 
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reduce  the  French  Caribbee  iflands.  The  fleet  was  to  be  under  A.  ]&w 
the  orders  of  commodore  Moore,  who  was  ahready  in  thofei759* 
parts,  Martinico,  as  the  feat  of  government^  and  the  centre  of 
commerce^  is  the  moft  confiderable  of  thcle  iflands.  The  prin* 
cipal  towns  are  St.  Pierre  and  Port-Royal^  places  ftrong  by  n;^ 
tare  and  art»  and  at  that  time  defended  by  a  numerous  and 
well-difciplined  milkia»  as  well  as  by  a  confiderable  body  of 
regular  troops.  Port-Royal  was  the  £rft  obje£t  of  Englifh  am- 
bition. The  ihips  of  war  eafily  drove  the  enemy  from  their 
batteries  and  entrenchments^  and  the  troops  landed  without 
meeting  any  confiderable  oppofition  :  but  after  they  had  eSedled 
their  landing,  they  found  it  impoflible  to  convey  the  cannon  to 
a  fufficient  vicinity  for  attacking  the  town.  General  Hopfon 
judged  the  difBcultie&^on  the  land  fide  unfurmountable.  Com- 
modore Moore  thought  it  impoflible  to  land  the  cannon  nearer 
the  town ;  and,  in  confequence  of  thefe  opinions,  the  forces 
were  re-embarked,  in  order  to  proceed  to  St.  Pierre.  Whenr 
they  had  arrived  before  that  place,  and  examined  its  fituation, 
new  difficulties  arofe,  which  occafioned  a  council  of  war.  The 
commodore  had  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  reduce  the  town^  ' 

but,  as  the  troops  had  fufiered  greatly  by  difeafes,  and  the  fhips 
might  be  fo  much  difabled  in  the  attack,,  as  to  prevent  them 
from  availing  themfelves  of  their  fuccefs,  and  from  undertaking 
any  other  expedition  during  that  feafon,  be  advifed,  that  the 
armament  ihould  be  brought  before  Guadaloupe,  the  reduction 
of  which  would  tend  greatly  to  the  benefit  of  the  Englifh  fugar 
iflands.  Guadaloupe  falls  little  fhort  of  Martinico  in  the  quan- 
tity and  richnefs  of  its  produftions.  It  long  continued,  however, 
in  a  languifliing  condition,  the  French  having  treated  Martinico 
with  the  predile^lion  of  a  partial  mother  for  a  favourite  chUd,  to 
the  great  prejudice  of  all  her  other  colonies.  But  t<he  fituatioa 
and  natural  advantages  of  Guadaloupe  abundantly  jui^lfied  the 
opinion  of  commodore  Moore  j  and  if  our  minil^ers  had  un- 
derilood  the  value  of  ftich  n  conquefl,  this  ifland  might  have 
fkiU  continued  a  bright  gem  in  the  Britiih  crowiu  The  iiect 
arrived,  on  the  a3d  of  January,  before  the  town  of  Bafleterrc, 
the  capital  of  Guadaloupe,  a  place  of  confiderable  extent,  dc- 
fended  by  a  flrong  battery,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  chief 
epgincer,  could  not  be  reduced  by  the  Clippings  But  commo- 
dore 
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A.  D.  dore  Moore  entertained  Tery  difierent  fentrments,  and  brotigfai 
^759*  his  (hips  to  bcu*  on  the  town  and  citadel.   The  Lyon,  a  fliip  of 
60  guns,  commanded  by  captain  Trelawnejr,  began  the  engage^ 
ment,  againft  a  battery  of  ninety  guns:  the  reft  of  the  fleet 
took  their  ftations  a-breaft  of  the  other  batteries,  and  the  ac- 
tion, in  a  little  time,  became  general.    The  commodore,  mean- 
while, fhihtd  his  flag  into  the  Woolwich  frigate,  and  kept 
aloof  without  gun-(hot,  that  he  might  have  a  more  dlftinft  vieVr 
of  the  ftate  of  the  battle ;  an  expedient  feldom  pra^fedj  though 
the  propriety  of  it  cannot  admit  of  the  fmalleft  doubt*    All  the 
lea  commanders  behaved  with  extraordinary  fpirit  and  refolutioa 
)n  the  attack ;  particularly  captains  Leflie,  Burnet,  Gayton,  Jc^ 
kyl,  Trelawney  and  Shuldam.  The  a£Hon  had  lafted  from  ninc^ 
in  the  morning  till  five  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  fire  of  the 
citadel  was  filenced^   The  Burfbrd  and  Berwick  being  driven  to 
fea,  captain  Shuldam  in  the  Panther^  was  unfupported,  and 
two  batteries  played  oh  the  Rippon,  captain  Jekyl,  who  filea- 
,  ced  one  of  them,  but  could  not  prevent  his  vefiei  from  running 
ti*ground.    The  enemy,  perceiving  her  difafter,  aflertibled  on 
the  hill,  lined  the  trenches,  and  pouted  in  a  fevere  fire  of 
inufquetryt  they  afterwards  brought  an  eighteen  pounder  to 
bear,  and,*  for  two  hours,  raked  her  fore  and  aft  with  great 
cfieA :  a  box,  containing  nine  hundred  cartridges^  blew  up  on 
the  poop,  and  fet  the  fliip  on  fire^  The  captain  hoifted  a  fignal. 
of  diftrefs,  which  brought  captain  Leflie,  in  the  Briftoli  who 
ran  in  between  the  Rippon  and  the  battery,  and  engaged  with 
fuch  impetuofity,  as  faved  captain   Jekyl   from   deftrddion^ 
which  otherwife  was  unavoidable*     At  feven  in  the  evenings 
the  large  (hips  having  filenced  the  batteries  to  which  they  were 
oppofedi  the  four  bombs  began  to  play  6n  the  town,  with  fliells 
and  carcafies.    In  a  fliort  time  the  houfes  were  in  flames,  the 
magazines  of  gunpowder  blew  up  with  a  terrible  explofion^  and 
the  fttgar,  rum,  and  other  combuftible  materials  compofing  a 
continued  and  permanent  line  ot  fire^  formed  a  faitable  back^i- 
ground  to  this  terrible  piQure* 

Notwithftanding  the  vivacity  of  the  trtgagemeot,  the  lofs,  on 
the  part  of  the  Britifli,  wa»  not  very  coniiderable.  Next  day  oor 
fleet  came  to  anchor  in  the  road,  off  BafTcterre,  having  in- 
tercepted fcveral  (hips,  which  had  turned  out  and  endeavoured 

to 
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io  dca^;  They  found  the  huUs  of  TeTcral  more  vefieb,  which  A.  D. 
the  enemy  bad  fet  on  fiirci  to  prevent  them  from  falling  into  their  1 75y* 
hands.  Tlie  troops  landed  in  the  afcernoofi,  without  oppoikion, 
took  poflelfion  of  the  town  and  citadel,  and  difplayed  the  British 
colours  on  the  ^alb;  The  country,  however,  was  ftill  fair  from 
being  reduced :  it  abounded  in  mountains  and  narrow  defiles,  of 
difficult  and  dangerou$  accefs;  and  althoiigh  die  governor^ 
Monfieur  D'£treuil,  pofiefled  neither  bravery  nor  condud,  the 
inhabitants  of  Guadaloupe  were  determined  to  defend  their  pof- 
ieffions  to  the  laft  extremities;  It  is  foreign  to  our  deiign  to 
enter  into  Any  detail  of  the  opferations  by  land,  which  were  drawn 
out  to  an  extraordinary  length.  The  French  were  too  prudent 
to  hasatd  a  general  engagement  with  regular  troops :  they  de- 
termined to  weary  them  oiit,  if  poflible,  by  maintaining  a  kind 
0f  petty  war,  in  detached  parties,  in  which  the  Britiih  were 
harafled  by  hard  duty,  and  fufiered  greatly  by  difeafes  in  an 
vnhealthy  climate,  ill  fupplied  with  thofe  conveniencies  to  which 
they  were  accvftomed.  In  this  manner  the  war  continued  from 
the  24th  of  January  till  the  firft  of  May,  when  the  inhabitants 
ef  Guadaloupe  thought  proper  to  capitulate.  Their  example  was  * 

followed,  a  few  days  afterwards,  by  thofe  of  Dciirade,  Santos, 
wad  Petite^terre,  three  fmall  iflands  in  that  neighbourhood ;  andy 
on  the  26th  of  May,  the  ifland  of  Maric-Galante  likewife 
furrendered^  which  left  the  French  no  footing  in  the  Leeward 
Iflandsi 

Tbefe  conquefts  being  happily  finiflied,  part  of  the  troops 
ircre  fent  in  the  tranfpons  to  England.  They  failed  the  3d  of 
July  from  the  harbour  of  BafTeterrc ;  and  next  day  commodom 
Mbore's  fqoadron  was  joined  by  two  fhips  of  the  line,  which  • 
rendered  him  greatly  fuperior  to  Mr.  de  Bompart,  the  French 
commodore,  who  lay  in  the  harbour  of  Martintco.  At  this 
tioie  vice-admiral  Cotes  commanded  in  the  Jamaica  ilation  j  hue 
neither  he  nor  Moore  could  bring  Mr.  de  Bompnrt  to  an  en- 
gagement :  (o  that  the  naval  tranfadions  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
during  the  remainder  of  the  year,  confiiled  foleiy  in  the  taking 
of  feveral  rich  prizes  and  armed  fliips  of  the  enemy,  by  cruizers 
detached  from  the  Englifli  fquadron«« 

The  reduAion  of  GiJadaloupe,  and  the  neighbourii^  iHands, 
afforded  an  aufpiclous  omen  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  Britifli  opera* 
'     Vol.  IV.  3  *  tioas 
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A.  D.  turns  in  North  America.  Thefe  were  carried  on  in  the  Tcaf 
^759«  17599  on  the  moll  extenfive  fcale.  The  fplcndour  of  military 
triumph,  and  the  difjlay  of  extraordinary  genius  in  the  art  of 
war,  ecHpfcd,  in  fome  meafure,  the  glory  of  the  navy.  But  if 
we  confider  the  condu&  of  the  war  with  attention,  we  {hall 
find,  that  our  admirals  had  a  principal  (hare  in  the*  happy  confc-* 
quenccs  which  refdted  even  from  our  military  expeditious. 
The  hearty  and  powerful  co-operation  of  the  navy  facilitated 
every  emerprize  ^  but  the  nation,  fond  of  novelty,  and  tranfport* 
ed  with  their  fuccefTss  by  land,  to  which  they  were  leis  accuf- 
tomed,  conferred  the  mod  exalted  honours  on  their  generaisy 
while  they  hardly  bcftowed  due  praife  on  their  naval  eommaa- 
ders.  About  the  middle  of  February,  a  (quadron  of  twenty-one 
feil  f  of  the  line  failed  from  England,  under  the  command  of  the 
admirals  Saunders  and  Holmes,  two  gentlemen  of  approved 
kononr  and  bravery.  By  the  aift  of  April  they  were  in  fight 
of  Louifbourg ;  but,  the  harbour  being  blocked  up  with  iccj 
they  were  obliged  to  bear  away  for  Halifax.  From  hence  thejf 
detached  rear-admiral  Durel,  with  a  fmall  fc^uadron,  to  the  ifle 
*  m{  Courdres,  in  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  in  hopes  that  he  might 

intercept  a  fleet  of  French  tranfports  and  victuallers  defined 
for  Quebec.  He  accordingly  took  two  ftore-  fliips  j  but,  before 
he  reached  his  ftation,  feventecn  fail  of  tranfports  had  already 
got  to  the  capital  of  Canada.  Meanwhile  admiral  Saunders . 
arrived  at  Louifbourg,  and  took  on  board  eight  thoufand  troops^ 
under  the  command  of  general  Wolfe>  whofe  name  is  fo  illu- 
flrious  in  the  memoirs  of  the  preient  year.  With  this  armament 
it  was  intended,  that  the  general  (liould  proceed  up  the  river 
St.*  Lawrence,  and  uadertakc  the  fiege  of  Quebec.    The  reduc- 
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"tion  of  Als  wealthy  and  populous  crty,  whicli  gave  an  opertlng  A.  D, 
to  the  pofleffion  of  all  Canada,  was  the  objcft  to  which  all  the  17S9' 
other  operations  of  the  Engliih  in  North  America  were  fubfer- 
^ient,  and  which  they  were  dcfigned  to  affift.  For  this  pur- 
pofe  general  Amhcfft,  who  commanded  an  army  of  regulars 
and  provinci?.ls,  amounting  to  twelve  thoufand  men,  was  order- 
■cd  to  reduce  Ticonderoga  and  Crown-Point,  crofs  the  lak« 
Champlam,  and  proceed  alonpj  the  river  Richelieu,  to  the  banks 
-of  the  St.  Lawrence,  to  effect  a  jundlion  with  the  armament 
under  Wolfe  and  Saunders.  For  the  fnnie  purpofe,  general 
Prideanx,  who  commanded  the  provincials  of  New  York,  with 
-ft  large  body  of  the  Indians  of  the  five  nations,  collected  by  the 
influence  of  Sir  William  Johnfon,  was  commiflioned  to  invcft 
the  French  fort  erefted  near  the  fall  of  Niagara,  and,  having 
feized  that  important  pafs,  to  embark  on  the  lake  Ontario,  fail 
•down  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  co- operate  with  the  united 
armies.  This  fchcme,  however,  was  too  refined  and  complica- 
ted to  be  put  in  execution.  The  operations  began  by  the  taking 
of  Crown-Point  and  Ticonderoga-;  the  Engli-fli  ftandard  waa 
alfo  difplayed  at  Niagara.  But  thefe  events  were  not  of  the 
itnalleft  importance  in  effefting  the  conqueft  of  Quebec;  nor 
did  the  troops  engaged  in  them  afford  any  aiBftance  to  the 
tiorthern  armament.  This,  of  irfelf,  under  fuch  commanders 
as  Wolfe  and  Saunders,  fecondcd  by  the  happy  ftar  of  Britain, 
which  every  where  prevailed  in  the  prefent  year,  was  fufBcient 
to  perform  far  more  than  had  been  expected,  and  to  overcome 
obftaclcs  of  art  and  nature,  that,  at  firft  fight,  appeared  unfur- 
mountable. 

Admiral  Saunders  arrived  the  latter  end  of  June,  with  hia 
whofe  embarkation,  at  the  ifle  of  OrJeans,  a  few  leagues  from 
-Quebec.  As  he  had  discovered  fome  excellent  charts  of  the 
river  St.  Lawrence  in  veflels  taken  from  the  enemy,  he  expe- 
rienced none  of  thofe  difficulties  with  which  the  navigation  of 
this  immenfe  ftrcam  is  faid  to  be  attende<!.  The  ifland  of  Or- 
leans extends  quite  up  to  the  bafon  of  Qjiebec,  and  its  moft 
wcfterly  point  advances  to  a  high  promontory  on  the  continent, 
called  Point  Levi.  Both  thefe  were  at  prefent  occupied  by  the 
French,  but  not  with  fuch  powerful  guards  as  their  importance 
l^cx}uired.    The  firft  operation  of  general  Wolfe's  troops  was  ro 

i)  Z  diilodge 
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A.  D.  diflodge  the  encmj%  and  to  fecure  (befe  poftsj,  wttboirt  the  coui^ 
^Ti9'  mand  of  which  the  fleet  could  not  have  lain  in  iaftt;  in  tbc 
harbour  of  Quebec.  Thi*  city  npw  appeared  full  to  view,  at 
once  a  tempting  and  difcoaraging  fight :  no  place  i;  ipore  fa? 
youred  by  nature,  and  there  is  none  qf  iyhi(:h  nati^re  ieems 
more  tq  have  confujted  the  defence :  it  conil(b  of  an  upper  and 
lower  town,  the  former  built  on  a  lofty  rock,  wh^ch  runs  with 
a  bold  and  (leep  front  along  the  weftern  bank^  of  the  river  Sit. 
Lawrence:  at  the  termination  of  this  ridge,  the  river  St. 
Charles,  fifom  the  north-weft,  and  the  St.  Lawrence  join  their 
waves,  which  renders  the  ground  on  which  Quebec  ftands  a^ 
fort  of  penififula.  On  the  fide  of  St.  Lawrence  is  a  bank  of 
fand,  which  prevents  the  approach  of  large  vcflcis  to  the  town  ^ 
an  enemy,  therefore,  who  attacks  it,  muft  either  travcrfe  the 
precipice  whicli  I  have  mentioned,  or  crofs  the  riye^  St-  Charley. 
If  he  attempts  the  former,  he  muft  overcome  a  dangerous  rockn 
defended  by  the  whole  force  of  the  befieged,  which  the  im- 
portance of  the  po(t  would  draw  thither.  The  difikulry  of  ap- 
proaching ilie  place,  by  Charles  Riyer,  is  not  lef^  confiderafalcs 
as  all  the  country  to  the  northward^  for  more  than  five  miles, 
is  roughi  broken  and  unequal,  full  of  rivulets  and  guUiesf,  and 
&  continues  to  the  river  of  Montmorenci,  which  flows  by  the 
foot  of  ^  deep  and  woody  h}\\*  between  the  two  rivers  the 
IFrench  army  was  pofted,  their  pamp  ftrongly  fortified,  and 
fheir  forces,  amounting  to  twelve  thoufand  men,  commanded 
by  Mr.  Montcalm,'^  general  qf  tr^d  bravery  and  condud^ 
General  Wolfe,  having  feized  the  weft  point  of  the  iflc  qf  Or- 
leans, and  that  of  Levi,  ereAed  batteries  on  the  hi^h  grounds, 
vhich  fired  continually  on  the  town.  Admiral  Saunders  was 
ftationed  in  the  north  channel  of  the  ifle  of  Orleans,  oppofire 
.  the  falls  of  Montmorenci,  while  admiral  Holmes  proceeded  up 
the  river  St.  Lawrence,  beyond  Quebec,  which  pot  only  divert- 
^^d  the  eiiemy's  attention  from  the  quarter  ou  which  the  attack 
vras  intended,  but  prevented  their  attempts  againft  the  batteries 
dready  ere£led  by  the  EngliOi.  But,  notwithftanding  this  ad- 
vantageous pofition,  to  undertake  the  fiege  of  a  city  flcilfully 
fortified,  well  fupplied  with  provifions  and  animunition,  and  de- 
icnded  by  an  army  far  fuperior  to  that  of  the  bcfiegers,  was  a 
^efign  fo  bold  and  advcntwous,  that  even  the  fanguine  temper 
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of  general  Wolfe  began  to  defpair  of  its  fucceft :  yet,  what-  A.  D. 
ever  it  was  poffible  to  perform,  he  was  determined  to  at-  17S9« 
tempt.  He  caufed  the  troops,  therefore,  to  be  tranfported 
over  the  north  channel  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence  to  the 
nortb-eaft  of  Montmorenci,  with  a  view,  after  he  had  cfofled 
the  latter,  of  moving  towards  the  enemy's  flanks,  and  en* 
ticing  them  to  an  engagement.  But  his  endeavours  in  this  way 
proved  ine0e£loa},  Mr.  Montcalm  having  chofen  his  fitna- 
tion  with  too  much  judgment  to  abandon  it  imprudently. 
Meanwhile  the  fleet  had  been  expofed  to  the  moft  imminent 
danger.  A  violent  ftorm  had  caufed  feveral  tranfports  to  run 
foul  of  each  other;  many  boats  foundered,  and  fome  large 
fliips  loft  their  anchors.  The  enemy,  taking  advantage  of  the 
confufion  produced  by  this  difafter,  fent  down  feven  flre-fhips 
from  Quebec  at  midnight,  which  muft  have  been  attended  with 
the  moft  fatal  confequences  to  the  whole  expedition,  had  not 
the  Englifli  iailors  refolutely  boarded  thcfe  indmments  of  dc^ 
(bn£lion,  run  them  faft.a-groqnd,  and  |)revented  them  from 
^oing  the  fmalleft  damage  to  the  Britilh  fqnadron.i 

The  general,  defpairing  of  being  able  to  decoy  the  enemy  to 
tn  engagement,  and  fenfible  that  the  approach  of  winter  would 
put  an  end  to  all  military  operations  in  that  northern  climatCt 
^ame  at  laft  to  the  refolution  of  forcing  the  French  entrench- 
ments. The  beft  difpolitipns  were  made  for  this  purpofe  both 
by  fea  and  land;  but  the  defign  was  difappointed  by  an  accident 
which  could  neither  he  forefeen  nor  prevented  ;  the  Englifli 
grenadiers,  who  led  the  attack,  had  orders  to  form  themfelvea 
on  the  beach ;  but,  inftead  of  attending  to  this  neceflary  in- 
jundion,  they  ruflied  with  an  impetuous  ardour  towards  the 
enemy'^  entrenchments  in  the  moft  tumultuous  confufion :  they 
were  met  by  a  violent  and  fleady  fire,  which  prevented  them 
from  being  able  to  form,  and  oWged  them  to  take  flidter  be- 
hind a  ixdoubt,  which  the  French  had  abandoned  on  their  ap- 
proach.  There  they  were  forced  to  continue  till  night  came  on^ 
vrhen  it  was  neceflTary  to  -make  a  retreat,  which  could  not  be 
cffeAed  without  confiderble  loi^ 

This  check  is  faid  to  have  had  a  ftrong  effe£t  on  the  mind  and 
health  of  general  Wolfe,  who  faw  all  his  own  meafures  miC- 
^sury,  while  thofe  of  other  commanders  in  North  America, 

•  during 
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A.  D.  during  the  fame  year,  had  been  attended  with  extraordinary  fuc- 
•1759.  ^^^*  About  this  time  he  fent  home  a  letter,  couched  in  terms 
of  defpondency,  but  which  difplayed  a  fpirit  that  would  continue 
the  campaign  to  the  laft  poffible  monoent.  As  it  feemed  nece(^ 
fary  to  abandon  all  farther  profpeds  of  gaining  any  advantage 
on  the  (ideof  Montmorenci,  admiral  Holmes's  fquadron,  which 
had  returned  to  afSft  in  the  late  unfuccefsful  attack,  was  again 
•ordered  to  move  up  the  river  for  fevcral  days  fucceffivdy.  This 
•had  a  better  effe£t  than  before;  for,  though  Montcalm  kept  his 
iituation,  he  detached  Mr.  de  Bougainville  with  1500  men  to 
watch  the  motions  of  the  Englifh  admiral.  Admiral  Saunders, 
who  ftill  remained  in  his  fird  pofition,  was  ordered  to  malte  a 
feint  with  €very  appearance  of  reality,  as  if  the  troops  had  in- 
•  tended  to  land  below  the  town,  and  attack  the  French  entrench- 
ments on  the  Beauport  (hore.  While  t^he  enemy  were  amufcd 
by  thefe  movements,  the  general  embarked  his  troops  aboard  the 
tranfports  the  12th  July  at  one  in  the  morning,  and  proceeded 
three  leagues  farther  up  the  river  than  the  intended  place  of  land- 
ing :  then  be  put  them  into  boats,  and  fell  down  filently  with  the 
tide,  unobferved  by  the  French  centinels  pofVed  along  the  {hore : 
the  fliips  of  war  followed  them,  and,  hj  a  well-condu£^ed  na- 
vigation, arrived  exactly  at  the  time  concerted,  to  cover  their 
landing.  When  they  were  put  on  (hore,  a  hill  appeared  be- 
fore them  extremely  high  and  fteep,  having  a  little  winding 
path,  To  narrow  that  two  men  could  not  go  abreafl,  and  even 
this  ftrongly  entrenched  and  defended  by  a  captain's  guard. 
This  fmall  body  was  fpeedily  diilodged  by  the  Englifh  light  in- 
fantry ;  after  which  the  whole  army  afcended  the  hill,  and  at 
day-break  appeared  regularly  formed  in  order  of  battle. 
.  Montcalm  could  hardly  believe  the  advices  that  were  brotight 
him,  fo  impregnable  did  he  imagine  the  city  to  be  on  this  fide: 
•but  his  own  obfervation  foon  convinced  him  of  the  Englifti 
•movements,  and  that  the  high  town  might  be  attacked  by  their 
.army,  while  the  low  town  might  be  deftroyed  by  their  fleet. 
It  was  thus  become  fiecefiary,  notwithftandingall  hisdifinclina* 
tion  to  fuch  a  meafure,  to  decide  the  fate  of  Quebec  by  the 
event  of  a  battle  :  accordingly  he  quitted  Beauport,  paffcd  the 
river  St.  Charles,  and  formed  his  troops  oppofitc  to  the  Euglifh 
army*     The  fucccfs  of  this  engagement,  condcded  with  the 

moA 
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irtoft  deliberate  wifdom,  united  with  the  moft  heroic  bravery,  put  A.  D, 
Great  Britain  in  poficQion  of  the  capital  of  French  America.  It  1759* 
is  foreign  to  my  defign  to  defcribe  the  judicious  difpofition,  ani-. 
mated  behaviour,  and  fteady  perfevering  courage  of  the  Briti(b 
troops :  thefe  were  the  iaimediate  caufe  of  the  redu£tion  o£ 
Quebec;  but  the  matter  could  not  have  been  brought  to  this, 
iflue,  had  not  the  marine  co-operated  with  an  unanimity,  ardour^ 
and  perfeverance,  that  can  never  be  enough  celebrated,  Wbea 
the  Englilb  entered  the  place,  they  found  the  fortifications  ji% 
tolerable  order,  but  the  houfes  almoft  totally  demolifhed.  Five 
tboufand  men  were  left  to  defend  the  garrifon,  and  the  remain- 
der returned  to  England  with  the  fleet,  which  failed  Toon,  left. 
it  (hould  be  locked  up  by  the  froft  in  the  river  St.  Lawrence. 

If  we  turn  our  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft  Indies,  we 
(hall  find  the  Britifh  arms  equally  triumphant.  The  French 
were  unfuccefsful  in  all  their  attempts  by  land,  particularly  io 
the  fiege  of  Madras :  they  bad  ftill,  however,  a  confiderablc 
fuperiority  of  land-forces  in  India,  and  they  had  drained  everjr 
nerve  to  enable  the  fleet  under  Mr.  d'Achc  to  cope  with  that 
of  admiral  Pocock.  The  former  was  augmented  to  eleven  >  fail 
of  the  lipe,  befides  frigates  and  ftore-Oiips,  an  armament  hither- 
to unknown  in  the  Indian  feas.  The  Englifii  commander  no 
fponer  had  intelligence  of  their  arrival  in  thofe  parts,  than  he 
failed  to  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  and  determined,  by  the  moft 
unremitted  exertions  of  vigilance,  to  purfue,  and  give  them  bat« 
tie.  This  refolution  (hows  the  ardour  and  fpirit  of  the  Engliih 
navy  at  this  period,  as  their  enemies  had  a  fuperiority  of  192 
guns,  2365  men,  befides  a  great  advantage  in  the  fize  of  their 
ftips  ^.  In  the  morning  of  the  fecond  of  September  the  French 
fleet  were  defcried  from  the  maft-head :  admiral  Pocock  imme? 
diately  threw  out  the  fignal  for  a  general  chace ;  but,  the  wind 
abating,  he  could  not  approach  near  enough  to  engage,  though 
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A.  D.  he  crowded  all  the  fiul  he  could  cariy :  during  fetetal  da^s  btt 
'759^  endeavours  to  bring  the  French  fleet  to  an  eogagement,  which 
they  always  declined,  were  equally  fruitle£i.  At  length  thcj 
totally  difappearedy  and  the  admiral  ftood  for  Pondicherry,  oH 
ft  fuppoGtion  that  they  intended  to  fail  thither.  His  conjeftare 
was  well  founded  (  for  on  the  eighth  day  of  September  he  ob^ 
ienred  them  ftanding  to  the  fouihward,  and  on  the  tenth,  about 
two  in  the  afternoon,  Mr.  d'Ache,  feeing  no  poffibility  to 
efcape,  made  the  fignal  for  battle.  The  cannonading  began* 
without  fuiher  delay,  and  both  fquadrons  Engaged  with  equal 
smpetuofity :  but  the  French  dircAing  their  cannon  at  the  mafts 
and  rigging,  while  the  Engliih  fired  oi)ty  at  the  hulk  of  the  fhipa, 
the  former  fuftaincd  fuch  a  iofs  of  men,  and  found  their  vefieb 
in  fo  fliattered  a  condition  that  they  were  glad  to  iheer  off,  with 
all  their  canvas  fet.  The  Iofs  on  the  fide  of  the  EngliCh  was 
not  inconfiderable,  there  being  in  the  whole  569  men  killed  and 
wounded  :  but  that  on  the  fide  Of  the  French  muft  have  been 
far  g/eater,  as  their  (hips  could  hardly  keep  the  fea,  and  they 
Were  obliged  to  make  the  bed  of  their  way  to  the  iflaad  cdF 
Mauritius,  in  order  to  be  refitted.  Soon  after'  this  engagement 
admiral  Comiili  arrived  from  England  with  four  fiups  of  the 
line,  and  confirmed  the  dominion  of  the  Englifh  over  the  Indian 

The  French^  being  equally  unfuccefsful  in  Afla,  Africai  and 
America,  fought  in  vain  to  repair  their  misfortunes :  no  ibonef 
was  a  fleet  put  to  fea  than  it  Was  either  taken  or  deftroyed  t  they 
were  active  to  no  purpofei  for^  while  they  built  and  armed 
Vefiels  with  the  greateft  fpeed  and  diligence,  they  Only  labour* 
ed  for  the  EngliOi,  whofe  fleet  Was  continually  augmented  by 
captures  from  the  enemy.  But  neither  the  Iofs  of  their  pof* 
feflions,  nor  the  deilru^ion  of  their  fleets,  nor  the  coinplaintt 
of  twenty  millions  of  people  exhaufted  by  oppreffio%  could 
check  the  fatal  ambition  of  the  French  court.  The  miniftry 
feemed  to  derive  courage  from  defpair,  dnd  the  greater  misfor- 
tunes they  fuftained,  the  more  daring  were  the  pmje£ls  which 
they  had  in  agitation.  All  their  ports  were  now  filled  with  pre- 
parations for  an  invafion  of  Great  Britain.  Men  of  war,  tranf- 
ports,  and  tint -bottomed  boats  were  got  ready  with  the  utmoft 
diligence :  ilicy  tuIkeJ  of  a  triple  embarkation.    Mr.  Thurot^ 

who. 
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^ho,  from  being  captain  of  a  merchant  veffel,  had  fucceffively  A.  D. 
beconle  a  commander  of  a  privateer,  and  now  a  commodore  in  ^  7S?» 
the  French  fervice,  commanded  a  fquadron  lof  men  of  war  and 
fcveral  tranfports  ac  Dunkirk,  which,  it  was  believed,  were  in- 
tended againft  Scotland.  The  design  againil  England  was  to  be 
carried  on  from  Havre  de  Grace  and  fome  t)ihcr  ports  of  Nor- 
mandy,- where  a  great  number  of  flat-bottomed  boats  had  beea 
prepared  for  the  purpofe  of  tranfporting  troops.  The  Aird  em^. 
barkation,  deflined  againft  Ireland,  was  to  be  made  at  Vanncs 
in  the  Lower  Brittany.  The  land-forces  were  commanded  by 
the  Due  d'AguiUon,  while  a  powerful  fquadron  under  Mr.  de 
Conflans  was  to  cover  and  fccure  their  landing.  In  order  to 
rounteraft  thefe  machinations,  the  Engliih  minii^ry  ordered  a> 
fquadron  under  commodore  Boycc  to  be  ftationcd  before  Dun- 
kirk :  admiral  Hawke  was  feut  with  a  large  ieet  to  Hock  up  the 
I1  arbour  of  Breft,  while  a  fmallcr  fleet  kept  a  watch  upon  that  of 
Vannes.  As  to  Havre,  from  which  the  danger  feemed  mod  im- 
minent, rear-admiral  Rodney  was  difpatched,  with  orders  im- 
mediately to  proceed  to  the  bombardment  of  that  place.  He 
accordingly  anchored  in  the  road  of  Havre  in  the  beginning  of 
July,  and  made  a  difpofition  to  execute  his  inflrruftions.  The 
bomb-ketches  were  placed  in  the  narrow  channel  of  the  river 
leading  to  Hotifleur ;  and,  having  begun  the'  bombardment, 
continued  to  throw  their  fhells  for  above  two  days  without  in* 
tcrmiflion.  The  town  was  fct  on  fire  in  feveral  places,  the  boats 
overfet  or  reduced  to  alhes,  and,  at  the  expence  of  nineteen 
hundred  fhells  and  eleven  hundred  carcaiTcs,  the  French  pre- 
parations at  Havre  were  totally  dcftroyed. 

While  the  danger  threatening  England  from  the  northern 
coaft  of  France  was  thus  happily  removed,  the  honour  of  the  - 
Brttifli  flag  was  effc£lually  maintained  by  the  gallant  admiral 
Bofcawen,  who  commanded  in  the  Mcditerrarjean.  The  French 
had  afTembled  there  a  confiderable  armament  >  uoder  the  com- 
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A.  D.  mand  of  Mr.  dc  h  Clue,  which  fomc  believed  to  be  de(line4 
?  759' for  America,  while  others  coojefturcd,  lUat  it  was  deGgMcd  to 
rcinforf:c  the  fquadrpn  at  Brcft,  and  to  cooperate  with  it  in  the 
intended  defcent  on  the  Englilli  coaft.  .  At  prefent  Mr.  dc  l2| 
Clue  continued  to  lie  in  the  harbour  of  Toulon,  before  which 
admiral  Boicawen  took  his  ftation  with  fourteen  ihips  of  the 
)iue^,  befiiles  frigates  and  fire^iliips. 

Bofcawen,  haying  in  vam  difplayed  the  Britifh  flag  in  fight  of 
Toulon,  and  tried  every  other  art  to  bring  the  enemy  to  an  en- 
gagement, ordered  three  fhips  of  the  line,  commanded  by  the 
captains  Smith,  Barker,  and  Harland,  to  advance  and  burn  two 
French  vcflels  lying  clofe  to  the  mouth  of  the  harbour.  They 
prepared  for  executing  their  orders  with  the  utmoft  alacrity,  but 
met  with  a  warm  reception  from  feveral  batteries,  which  had 
not  been  before  perceived  \  and,  the  wind  unfortunately  fubfl* 
""  ding  into  a  calm,  they  fuftained  fuch  confiderable  damage  as 

made  it  convenient  for  the  Englifh  admiral  to  put  into  Gibraltar 
\o  refit  bis  fhattercd  fhips.  Mr.  dc  la  Chie  feized  this  opportu- 
nity of  failing,  in  hopes  of  pafling  the  Gut  of  Gibraltar  unmo- 
lefled  during  the  abfence  of  the  £ng]i(h  fleet.  But  Bofcawen  had 
previoufly  detached  two  frigates,  of  which  one  cruized  off  Ma-^ 
Jaga,  and  the  other  hovered  between  Eilepona  and  the  fortrefs 
pf  Ceut4»  in  order  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the  enemy.  Oa 
the  17th  day  of  Auguft  the  Gibraltar  frigate  made  the  fignal  at 
fhe  ma(l-head  for  the  enemy  being  in  fight  |  upon  which  the 
.£ngli(h  admiral  without  delay  hove  up  his  anchors,  and  put  to 
fea.  At  day-light  he  defcried  fcven  large  (hips,  part  of  Mr.  dc 
la  Clue's  fquadron,  frono  which  five  fl)ips  of  the  line  and  three 
frigate^  had  been  feparated  in  the  night.  Having  made  the  fig- 
nal to  chacCi  and  to  engage  in  line  of  battle  a-head,  his  forc- 
moft  fhips  came  up  with  the  rear  of  the  enemy  about  half  after 
fwo*    'I'he  admiral  bimfblf  did  nQt  wait  to  ceturn  the  fire  of  the 
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fternmod,  but  employed  every  eflPort  to  come  up  with  the  Dceari,  A-  D. 
which  Mr.  dc  la  Clue  commanded  in  pcrfon  \  and   about  four  1759* 
o'clock  he  ran  athwart  her  hawfe^  and  poured  into  her  a  furious 
broadfidcy  which  was  returned  with  equal  vivacity;     This  dif- 
pute,  hbwever^  was  not  of  Jong  continuance ;  for  the  French 
admiral  being  wounded  in  the  engagement,  and  the  next  in 
Command  perceiving  that  Bofcawen's  veiTcl  had  loft  her  mizen- 
maft  and  top-fail  yards,  went  off  with  all  the  fail  he  tould  car- 
ry.   Mr.  Bofcawen  ihifted  his  flag  from  theNamur  to  the  New- 
ark, and  joined  fome  other  (hips  in  attacking  the  Centaur,  which 
Was  obliged  to  ftrikc.  The  nurfuit  continued  all  night,  and  Mr. 
dc  la  CluCj  finding  hinrjfelf  at  daybreak  on  the  coaft  of  Portui 
galj  determined  rather  to  burn  his  fliips  than  allow  them  to  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  vii^ors.  When  he  reached  the  Portuguefe 
ihore,  he  put  his  (hip  under  the  protection  of  the  Fort  Almada- 
na,  to  which  the  Englilh  paid  no  regard.     He  himfclf  landed 
with  part  of  his  men  j  but  the  count  de  Carne,  who  fncceeded 
to  the  command  df  the  Ocean,  having  received  a  broaddde  from 
the  America,  ftruck  his  colour^,  and  the  £ngli(h  tbok  pofleffion 
of  this  noble  prize,  deemed  the  beft  fhip  in  the  French  navy. 
Meanwhile  captain  Bentley  brought  off  the  Temeratre,  little 
damaged)  and  having  on  board  all  her  officers  and  men  ;  while 
rear-admiral  Broderic  burnt  the  Redoubtable,  and  took  the  Mo^ 
dcfte^     The  fcattered  remains  of  the  French  fleet  got  with  diffi* 
culty  into  the  harbour  of  Cadi2,  where  they  were  foon   aftdr 
blocked  up.  Nothing  was  wanting  to  complete  the  glory  of  this 
TiAory  J  for  it  was  obtained  with  the  lofs  of  only  fifty-fix  men 
killed^  and  196  wounded,  and  not  one  officer  loft:  in  the  adlion. 
After  the  memorable  naval  fenga^emcnt  off"  Cape  Lagos,  the 
French  met  with  a  difafter  by  land  equally  calamitous.   The  im-" 
portant  battle  of  Minden  deprived  them  of  all  hopes   of  again 
getting  poflTcflion  of  Hanover,  or  of  putting  their  affiiirs  in  fuch 
a  ficuation  in  Germany  as  might  afford  them  the  profpecl  of  any 
other  than  an  ignominious  peace.  They  were  under  the  unhappy 
neccffity,  therefore^  of  trying  a  laft  effort  on  an  element  which 
had  hitherto   been  extrtinely  unpropitious  to  all  their  defigns. 
Xhcir  fole  hopes  now  ccniorcJ  in  their  fleets  atBreft  and  Dun- 
kirk, of  which  the  forii.L!  was  blocked  up  by  admiral  Hawke, 
and  the  latter  by  coninlodorj  Boyce.   They  ftill  expcfted,  how- 
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A.  D.  ever«  that  (he  winter  ftorois  would  compel  the  Englifh  fleets  t# 
^759*  take  refuge  in  their  own  harbours,  and  thus  afford  them  an  op- 
portunity to  crofs  the  fca  uaoppofed,  and  to  execute  the  obj^cA 
of  their  deftination'ag^inft  the  Britifli  coafts.  In  this  expefbi* 
tion  they  were  not  wholly  difappoinled  ::  on  the  12th  of  OAo* 
ber,  a  Ti<$lent  gale  of  wind,'  which  gathered  into  an  irrefiAible 
ftorm,  drove  the  Englifh  fquadrons  ofF  the  French  coaft.  Thu- 
vot,  a  French  adventurer*  availed  hitSfclf  of  this  accident  to  olv 
tain  his  releafe  from  Dunkirk,  without  beiog  difcovered  bf 
commodore  Boyce,.  who,  upon  the  firil  information  of  his  de- 
parture, failed  immediately  in  pm-fuit  of  him :  but  Thurot  l^ad 
the  goad  fortune  or  dexterity  to  elude  his  vigilance,  by  entering 
t)he  port  of  Gottenburg  in  Sweden,  where  he  was  bid  up  till 
after  Chriftmas  by  the  ieverity  of  the  weather^  and  want  of  oe- 
cefTaries  to  enabk  his  fliips  and  men  to  keep,  the  ieas. 

Admiral  Hawke's  fquadron  had  taken  refuge,  during  the  vio- 
lence of  the  dorm,  in  the  harbour  of  Torbay.  When  its  furj^ 
.  began  to  fuhfide,  the  French  admiral  Conilans,  perceiving  ^na 
enemy  on  the  coafV,  immediately  put  to  Tea.  But  the  fame  day 
that  he  failed  from  Breft,  the  Englifh  admiral  failed  from  Tor* 
bay.    The  two  fq^uadrons  '*  were  the  moft  powes&l  o£  any  em. 

ployed 
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ployed  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  and  worthy  to  be  entrufted  A.  IX 
with  the  finte  of  the  two  leading  kingdoms  in  Europe.     Their  '  7S9* 
farces  were  nearly  equal,  the  EngliOi  being,  by  fome  veflels^ 
more  numerous,  but  having  so  fuperiority  in  number  of  men^ 
or  weight  of  metal. 

Sir  Edward  Hawke  direfied  his  courfe  for  Quiberon-bay  on 
the  coaft  of  Bretagne,  which  he  conjefiured  would  be  the  ren-* 
dezvous  of  the  French  fquadron.  But  here  fortune  oppofed  his 
well-concerted  meafures ;  for  a  ftrong  gale  fprung  up  in  an  eaft- 
erly  point,  and  ftrove  the  Englifli  fleet  a  great  way  to  the  weft- 
wsffd :  at  length,  however,  the  weather  became  more  favour- 
able, and  carried  them  in  dire£lly  to  the  fhore.  The  Maidftone 
and  Coventry  frigates,  who  had  orders  to  keep  a-head  of  the 
fquadron,  difcova-ed  the  enemy's  fleet  in  the  morning  of  the 
20th  of  November.  They  were  bearing  to  the  northward  be- 
tween the  ifland  of  Belleifle  and  the  main  land  of  France.  Sir 
Edward  Hawke  threw  out  a  fignal  for  fcven  of  his  ihips,  that 
were  neareft,  to  chace,'in  order  to  dietain  the  French  fleet  until- 
they  themfelves  could  be  reinforced  with  the  reft  of  the  fqua- 
dron, which  were  ordered  to  form  into  a  line  of  battle  a-head, 
as  they  chaced,  that  no  time  might  be  loft  in  the  purfuit.  Thefe 
manoeuvres  indicated  the  utmoft  refolution  and  intrepidity ;  for 
at  this  time  the  waves  rolled  mountains  high,  the  weather  grew 
more  and  more  tempeftuous,  and  the  fea,  en  this  treacherous 
coaft,  was  indented  with  fand  and  ihoals,  fliallows  and  rocksi 
as  unknown  to  the  Englifli  pilots  as  they  were  familiar  to  thofe 
of  the  enemy.  But  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  animatcd-by  the  in* 
nate  fortitude  of  his  own  heart  and  the  warm  love  of  his  country, 
difregarded  every  danger  and  obftacle  that  ftood  in  the  way  of 
his  obtaining  the  important  ftake  which  now  depended.  Mr.  do 
Conflans  might  have  hazarded  a  fair  battle  on  the  open  fea  with- 
out the  imputation  of  temerity  ^  but  he  thought  proper  to  attempt 
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A*  D.  a  more  artful  game,  which,  however,  he  did  not  play  with  (he 
1759*  addrefs  which  hjs  fituatton  required.  As  he  was  unwilling  to  rifk 
a  fair  engagement,  be  could  have  no  other  view  but  to  dravr 
the  Englifh  fquadron  among  the  rocks  and  (hoals,  that,  at  a  pro«- 
per  time,  he  might  take  advantage  of  any  difailer  that  befel  them  : 
but,  floAuating  between  a  refolution  to  fight  and  an  inclinatioii 
to  fly,  he  allowed  the  BritiQi  fhips  to  come  up  with  him,  and 
then  crowded  his  fail  when  it  was  too  late  to  elcapei  At  half 
an  hour  after  two  the  van  of  the  Englifh  fleet  began  the  engage*!' 
ment  with  the  rear  of  the  enemy.  The  Formidable  commanded 
by  the  French  rear«admiral  Mr.  du  Verger,  behaved  with  un« 
common  refolution,  and  returned  many  broadfides  poured  into 
her  by  the  Englifh  fhips  as  they  paffed  to  bear  down  on  the 
van  of  the  French.  Sir  Edward  Hawke  referved  his  firci 
and  ordered  his  mafter  to  carry  him  along-fide  of  the  French 
admiral.  The  pilot  obferved,  that  he  conld  not  obey  his 
orders  without  the  moft  imminent  rifk  of  running  upon  a 
fhoal :  the  brave  admiral  replied,  <<  You  have  done  your  dntf 
<<  in  pointing  out  the  danger ;  yoq  now  are  to  obey  my  com-^ 
<<  mands,  and  lay  me  along-fide  the  Soleil  Royal."  While 
the  pilot  was  preparing  to  gratify  his  defire,  the  Thes^,  a 
French  fhip  of  feventy  guns,  generoufly  interpofed  itfelif  be- 
tween the  two  admirals,  and  received  the  fire  which  Hawke 
had  deflined  for  a  greater  occafion.  In  returning  this  fire^ 
the  Thesee  foundered  in  confequence  of  a  high  fea  that  ea« 
tcrcd  her  lowcr-deck  ports  t  the  Superbe  fhared  the  fame  fate  j 
the  Heros  firuck  her  colours,  and  the  Formidable  did  the  fame 
about  four  in  the  afternoon.  Darknefs  coming  on,  the  enemy 
fled  towards  their  own  coafl:*  Seven  fhips  of  the  line  hove 
their  guns  overboard,  and  took  refuge  in  the  river  Yillainc  i 
about  as  many  more,  in  a  mofl  fhattered  and  miferaUe  condi- 
tion, efcapcd  to  other  ports.  The  wind  blowing  with  redoubled 
violence  on  a  lee  fhore.  Sir  Edward  made  the  fignal  for  anchoHng 
to  the  wcftward  of  the  fmall  ifland  Dumet,  where  he  continued 
all  night  in  a  very  dangerous  riding,  continually  alarmed  by 
hearing  guns  of  diflrefs.  When  morning  appeared,  he  found 
the  French  admiral  had  run  his  fhip  on  (hore,  where  fhc  was 
foon  after  fet  on  fire  by  her  own  men.  Thus  concluded  this 
memorable  ai^^ion,  in  which  the  Englifh  fuflatned  little  lofs 
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bat  what  was  occafioncd  by  the  weather.  The  Eflcx  and  Re-  A.  D. 
folution  unfortunately  ran  on  a  fandbank  called  Lefour,  where  1759* 
they  were  irrecoverably  loft,  in  fpitc  of  all  the  affiftancc  that 
could  be  given  \  but  moft  of  their  men  and  fome  part  of  their 
flores  were  faved.  In  the  whole  fleet  no  more  than  one  lieu- 
tenant and  thirty-nine  feamen  and  marines  were  killedi  and  two 
hundred  and  two  wounded.  The  lofs  of  the  French  in  men 
xnuft  have  been  prodigious,  AH  the  officers  on  board  the  For- 
tnidable  were  killed  before  (he  ftruck.  They  had,  befides,  four 
cf  the  heft  (hips  in  their  navy  deftroyed,  one  taken,  and  the 
whole  of  their  formidable  armament,  the  laft  hope  of  the 
French  marine,  (hattered,  difarmed,  and  diftre(red. 

It  would  be  unjuft  to  pafs  over  a  circumftance  which  charao* 
terizes  the  fpirit  that  di(lingui(hed  the  Englilh  navy  at  this 
happy  period.  Admiral  Saunders  happened  to  arrive  from  his 
glorious  Quebec  expedition  a  little  after  Hawke  had  failed. 
I^otwithftandhig  the  length  of  the  voyage,  and  the  feveriiy  of 
the  duty  in  which  he  had  been  fo  long  employed,  he  loft  not  a 
moment  io  fetting  fail,  with  a  view  to  partake  the  danger  and 
honour  of  the  approaching  engagement.  Fortune  did  not  favour 
the  generofity  of  his  intentions.  He  was  too  late  to  give  a(rift- 
^ce;  but  fuch  a  refolution  was  alone  equal  to  a  viftory. 

Und^r  fuch  commandrrs  it  was  impoftible  that  the  Englifh 
ihould  not  maintain  the  afcendant  over  their  enemies.  Accord- 
ingly, in  the  words  of  a  celebrated  writer,  who  ought  not  on 
this  fubjcdi  to  be  fufpe£ted  of  partiality,  "  the  EngliQi  had  never 
«  fuch  a  fupepiority  at  fea  as  at  this  time."  But,  continues  he, 
«*  they  at  all  times  had  the  advantage  over  the  Frenf  h.  The  naval 
M  force  of  France  they  deftroyed  in  the  war  of  1741 ;  they 
*«  humbled  that  of  Lewis  XIV.  in  the  war  of  the  Spanifh  fuc- 
<<  ceflion ;  they  triumphed  at  fea  in  the  reigns  of  Louis  XIIL 
«•  and  Henry  IV.  and  ftill  more  in  the  unhappy  times  of  the 
f*  league.  Henry  VIII.  of  England  had  the  fame  advantage 
«<  over  Francis  I.  If  we  examine  into  paft  times,  we  (hall 
««  find,  that  the  fleets  of  Charles  VI.  and  Philip  de  Valois 
<<  could  not  withftand  thofe  of  the  kings  Henry  V.  and  Edward 
<<  in.  of  Englaiid.  What  can  be  the  reafon  of  this  continual 
ff  fuperioritv  f    Is  it  not  that  the  fea,  which  the  French  can 
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'  A*  D.  /«  live  well  enough  without,  is  eflcntially  ncccflary  to  the  Eng- 
1759-  **  li(h,  and  that  nations  always  fuccccd  bcft  in  thofe  things  for 
<<  which  they  have  an  abfolute  occafion  ?  Is  it  not  alfo  becaufc 
*<  the  capital  of  England  is  a  fea-port,  and  that  Paris  knows 
<*  only  the  boats  of  the  Seine  ?  Is  it  that  the  Englifh  clioisite 
<*  produces  men  of  a  more  ftcady  refolution,  and  of  a  more 
<*  vigorous  conditution,  than  that  of  France,  as  it  produces  the 
**  heft  horfes  and  dogs  for  hunting  ?*  Fearful  left  he  had  gone 
too  far  in  fuggefting  a  reafon  which  ts  doubtlefs  the  true  one» 
be  returns  to  his  natural  fcepttcifm,  and  concludes  in  a  flattering 
Arain  5  "  but  from  Bayonne  «ven  to  the  coafts  of  Picardy  and 
<<  Flanders,  France  has  men  of  an  indefatigable  labour;  and 
<«  Normandy  alone  formerly  fubdued  England"'." 

The  events  above  related  compofe  the  principal  operations  of 
the  Britifh  navy  during  the  prefent  year.  But  befides  the  a£lion8 
of  whole  fquadrons,  there  were  a  great  many  captures  made 
by  fingle  (hips,  attended  with  chxumftanccs  highly  honourable 
and  advantageous.  The  Favourite  of  twenty  guns,  commanded 
by  captain  Edwards,  carried  into  Gibraltar  a  French  (hip  of 
twenty-four  guns,  laden  with  the  rich  produfiions  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, valued  at  40,0001.  A  French  privateer  belonging  to 
Granville,  having  on  board  two  hundred  men,  and  mounted 
with  twenty  cannon,  was  taken  by  the  Montague  captain  Par- 
ker, who  foon  after  made  prize  of  a  fmallcr  vcflcl  from  Dun- 
liirk,  mounted  with  eight  guns,  and  having  on  board  fixty  men. 
About  the  fame  period,  that  is  in  the  month  of  February,  cap- 
tain Graves  of  the  Unicorn  brought  in  the  Morr.s  privateer  of 
St.  Malo,  carrying  two  hundred  men  and  two  and  twenty 
guns.  The  Veftal  captain  Hood,  belonging  to  admiral  Holmes's 
fquadron  in  the  Weft  Indies,  engaged  a  French  frigate  called 
the  Bellona,  greatly  fiiperior  to  the  Veftal  in  men  and  weight 
of  metal,  and,  after  an  obftinate  engagement,  which  lafted 
above  two  hours,  took  her,  and  brought  her  fafcly  into  port. 
The  Englifh  frigates  the  Southampton  and  Mclampe,  command- 
ed by  the  captains  Gilchrift  and  Hotham,  defcried  in  the  even- 
ing of  the  28th  of  March,  as  they  were  cruizing  to  the  nprth- 
iv^rd,  the  Denae,  a  French  fliip  of  forty  guns  ^nd  three  hun- 
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dred  and  thirty  men.  The  MeUunpe  came  np  n^tth  bcf  in  the  A.  D. 
night  a  confidemble  time  before  the  Southampton^  and  with  1759* 
admirable  gallantry  maintained  tbc  combat  againft  a  (hip  of 
double  her  own  forces  As  they  fought  in  the  dark,  captain 
Gilchrift  was  obliged  to  ly  by  until  he  could  diftinguifti  the  one 
.  from  the  other.  At  day-break  he  bore  down  on  the  Danae 
with  his  ufusd  valour^  and,  after  k  brilk  engagement,  in  which 
Ihe  had  forty  men  killed,  and  many  more  wounded,  compelled 
her  to  furrcnder.  This  viftory,  however,  was  clouded  by 
a  misfortune  which  happened  to  the  brave  Gilchrtfti  He  re- 
ceived &  woctnd  in  the  ihoulder,  which,  though  it  did  not  de^ 
prive  him  of  life, ^rendered  him  incapable  of  future  fcrvicc.  On 
the  4rh  of  April  another  remarkable  exploit  was  atchieved  by 
his  Majefty^s  (hip  Achilles,  commanded  by  the  honourable  cap- 
tain Harrington.  The  Achilles^  which  mounted  fixty  guns^ 
encountered  to  the  weftward  of  Cape  F«ii(tcrrc,  a  French  (hip 
of  equal  force,  called  the  Count  de  St.  Florentin,  under  the^ 
command  of  the  8ieur  de  Montay.  After  a  clofe  engagement 
of  two  hours,  during  which  the  JPfench  captain  Was  flain,  and 
one  hundred  and  fixteen  of  his  men  killed  or  wounded)  the 
Count  de  St.  Florentin  ftruck  her  colours.  She  was  fo  much 
damaged  that  it  was  very  difficult  to  bring  her  into  Falmouthti 
The  Achilles.had  but  twenty-five  men  killed  or  wounded,  and 
had  fuftained  no  hurt  but  in  her  mafl:s  and  rigging.  On  the 
27th  of  March  captain  Faulkner  of  his  majefty^s  ihip  the  Wind- 
ibr,  mounting  fixty  guns,  difcovered  off  the  rock  of  Li(bon 
four  large  (hips  to  leeward,  and  gave  them  chace.  As  he  ap* 
proached  they  formed  the  line  of  battle  a-head,  at  the  diftance 
of  about  a  caUe^s  length  afunder.  He  cloTed  with  the  (lern-* 
flioft  (hip,  which  fu(lained  his  fire  about  an  hour  *,  and  then» 
opon  a  (ignal  given,  the  other  three  edged  off,  and  the  (hip  en« 
gaged  ftruck  her  colours.  She  proved  to  be  the  Duke  de  Char- 
tres,  pierced  for  fixty  guns,  but  having  only  24,  with  a  com- 
plement  of  three  hundred  men,  about  thirty  of  whom  were 
killed  in  the  action.  She  belonged,  as  well  as  the  other  three 
that  efcaped,  to  the  Eaft  India  company,  was  loaded  with  (ixty 
tons  of  gunpowder,  and  an  hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  cordage, 
with  a  large  quantity  of  other  naval  (lores.  The  Windfor  had, 
in  this  engagement,  but  one  man  killed  and  eighteen  wounded. 
Vol.  IV.  IT  About 
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A.  IX  Abotit  the  fame  time  captain  Hughs  of  his  majefty's  frlgste  Ae 
1759*  Tamer,  took  and  carried  into  Plymouth  two  privateers,  called 
le  Chafleur,  and  le  Conquerant,  the  one  from  Cherburgh  and 
the  other  from  Dunkirk*  A  third,  called  the  Difpatch,  froa^ 
Morlaiz,  was  brought  into  Pensance  by  the  Diligence  floop  v 
while  the  Bafque  from  Bayonne,.  furnifhed  with  two  and  twent]^ 
guns,  fell  into  the  hands  of  captain  Parker  of  the  Brillianr.. 
Captain  Atrobus  of  ihe  Surprife  took  the  Vieux,.  a  privateer  o£ 
Bourdeauz  ^  and  a  fifth  from  Dunkirk,,  flruck  to  captain  Knight 
of  the  LivcrpooL  In  the  month  of  May  a  French  frigate  cal- 
led the  Arethufa,  mounted  with  two  and  thirty  guns,  and  com- 
manded by  the  marqiuis  of  Vaudreuil,  fubmitted  to  two  Eng- 
UQi  frigates,  the  Venus  and  the  Thames,  commanded  by  the 
captains  Harriibn  acKl  Colby.  The  engagement  was  warm ;  the 
loik  on  the  fide  of  the  Englilh  inconfiderable.  The  enemy  had 
fixty  men  killed  and  wounded.  In  the  beginning  of  June  aa 
armed  {hip,  belonging  to  Dunkirk,  was  brought  into  the  Downs 
by^ captain  Angel  of  the  Stag;  and  a  privateer  of  force,, called 
the  Countefs  de  la  Serre,  was  fubdued  and  taken,  after  an  ol^- 
fiinate  engagement,  by  his  majefty's  ihip  the  Adventure,  com-^ 
manded  by  captain  Moore.  In  the  beginning  of  OAober  the 
Floriflant,  a  French  ihip  of  74  guns,  Was  engaged  near  the 
chops  of  the  channel  by  captain  Porter  of  the  (fercules.  The 
Englifh  vcfSL't  having  loft  one  of  her  top-mails  and  rigging,  the 
Tloriifant  took  advantage  of  this  misfortune  to  iheer  off,  and 
cfcaped  behind  the  iile  of  Oleroa. 

While  the  Engliib  cruizers  were  attended  with  continual  fuc«^ 
^fs  in  Europe,  feveral  armed  ihips  of  the  enemy  and  richi 
prizes  were  taken  in  the  Weft  Indies.   About  the  fame  time  that 
the  Vdour  from  ik,  Domingo,  carrying  twenty  guns  and  above 
one  hundred  men^  and  loaded  with  a  rich  cargo,  was  taken  by 
the  Favourite  floop  of  war,  commanded  by  captain  Edwards,, 
two  French  frigates  and  two  Dutch  fl^ps^  laden  with  French 
commodities,  fell  into  the  poiTc^iTion  of  cruizers  detached  from 
admiral  Coates's  fqnadroa.  ftationcd  at  Jamaica.     Captain  Col-         , 
lingwood,  commanding  his  majefty^s  (hip  the  Crefcent,  off  St-      ■ 
Chriftopher's  attacked  two  French  frigates,  the  Amethyfte  and       ^ 
.  Berkeley :  the  former  efcaped,  but  the  latter  was  conveyed  inta 
the  harbour  of  Baileterre» 
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Thcfc  particular  loflcs,  combined  with  the  general  deftruftion  Ai  Dt 
T>f  the  French  fquadrons  by  Bofcawen,  Hawke,  Saunders  and  *7S'?' 
Pocock,  in  a  great  meafure,  ruined  the  French  navy.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  year  the  Englifh  had  enriched  their  marine  witli 
twcnty-feren  (kips  of  the  Kne,  and  thirty-one  frigates  of  French 
con(lru£tion.  They  had  deftroyed  eight  ftiips  of  the  line  and 
Four  frigates,  whereas  the  Engfifli  navy  iiad  ioft»  during  all  the 
various  operations  of  the  prcfent  year,  no  more  than  feven  meii 
of  war  ^nd  five  frigates.  In  reviewing  the  captures  of  mer* 
diantmen,  the  balance  is  not  fo  much  in  our  favour.  Not  with*  ' 
fianding  the  courage  and  vigilance  of  the  English  cruizcrs,  the 
French  privateers  fwarmed  to  fuch  a'dcgree,  that  in  the  qourfe 
of  the  prefent  year,  they  took  two  hundred  and  ten  Britifti  vcf- 
fcls,  chiefly,  however,  coafters  and  fmall  craft,  that  did  not 
chufe  to  confine  thcmfches  tnd  wait  for  a  convoy.  On  the 
other  hand,  we  took  one  hundred  and  fixty*five  merchant  vef- 
fcls  from  the  enemy  5  of  which,  as  it  appears  from  fome  exanv* 
pies  above  given,  many  contained  very  valuable  cargoes. 

While  the  naval  power  of  France  was  falling  to  it«  ruin,  her 
commerce  was  cut  off  in  its  fource  by  the  taking  of  Guada loupe 
and  Quebec.  The  French  government,  broken  by  repeated 
calamities,  and  exhanfted  by  exorbitant  fubfidies  to  its  German 
allies,  was  reduced  to  the  loweft  ebb  of  Fortune.  The  monarchy 
however,  fliH  found  a  refource  in  the  loyalty  and  attachment  of 
his  peof^e.  They  acquiefced  in  the  bankruptcy  of  public  credit^ 
when  the  cdurt  flopped  payment  of  the  intereft  on  twelve  difc 
ferent  branches  of  the  national  debt  *,  they  declared  againfl  eve- 
ry fuggeflion  of  accommodation  that  was  not  advantageous  and 
honourable  §  and  they  frnt  in  large  <|uantities  of  plate  to  be 
melted  down  and  cohied  into  fpecie,  for  the  fupport  of  the  war. 
The  liberal  fuppKes  granted  by  the  Britifh  parliament,  which. 
me^  in  November,  formed  a  flriking  contrail  with  the  indigence 
cff  our  rivals.  For  the  fcrvicc  of  the  enfuing  year  they  voted 
fcvcnty-thrcethoulandfcamen,inckidrng  eighteen  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  fifty-five  marines;  and  they  allotted  three  millions 
fix  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  pounds  for  their  maintenance. 
The  fums  deflined  to  other  purpofcs  were  no  lefs  ample  5  the 
whole  amounted  to  fifteen  millions  five  hundred  and  three  thou- 
iauid  five  hundred  and  G^ttj-four  pounds.     Of  this  immenfe 
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A.  Dt  fiipplj  Bot  k{s  than  two  millions  three  hundred  and  forty*£oar 
^759r  cbou^nd  four  hundred  andeightj-Gx  pounds  were  paid  to  fe^ 
yeigncrsji  for  fupi>orting  the  war  iii  Germany,  exchifive  of  the 
money  cx(leqded  by  twenty  thoufand  firitilh  troops  in  tha( 
f  ountryi  and  the  charge  of  tranfporung  them,  with  the  expence 
pf  pontage^  waggonsi  and  other  contingencies,  and  the  exor^ 
|>itant  article  of  foragC)  which  alone  amountedi  in  the  courfc 
pf  the  1^  campaign,  to  one  milhoo  two  hundred  thQufaa4 
pounds. 

The  comparative  cxponce  of  our  naval  preparations,  and  of 
the  German  war,  affeded,  with  equal  aftonifhment  and  con^ 
cern,  many  diQntereded  and  difpafljon^te  men,  whofe  imagina- 
cions  were  lefs  heated  than  thofe  of  the  bulk  of  the  people 
.  with  the  enthufiaftic  ardour  of  viAory.  Amidft  the  triumphs  o£ 
glory  and  fuccefs  concealed  murmurs  were  heard,  which,  io  % 
free  nation,  were  fpeedily  re-echoed  with  increafed  force.  Mca 
formed  themfelyes  into  parties  according  to  their  different  no« 
tions  upon  this  fubjefti  and  the  difpute  between  the  naval  and 
continental  fchemes  came  to  be  the  common  topic,  not  only  of  - 
public  aflemblies  but  of  private  converfation*  The  abbctors  of 
the  naval  incereft  afTerted,  that  the  infular  fituation  of  Great 
^ritain,  as  well  as  tlie  continued  experience  of  mznj  ^g^s^ 
clearly  pointed  out  the  coi^rfe  which  England  ought  to  purfue 
in  her  wars  with  France.  They  pretended  not  that  th^  former, 
kingdom  ought  .ncier,  in  any  cafe,  to  tal^e  part  in  the  difputes 
pf  the  continent ;  but  thisj^  they  thought,  ought  always  to  be 
y  as  an  au:]^liary  only.  She  might  even  engage  with  fuccefs  in  a. 
continental  war  againft  France,  provided  Oie  had  a  conciurence 
in  her  favour  of  the  neighbouring  powers,  of  the  continent. 
This  was  the  grand  principle  of  king  William,  and  the  (ounda^ 
tion  of  that  alliance,  at  the  head  of  which,  in -defence  of  the 
liberties  of  I^iuropc,  he  at^ed  the  greatei):  part  that  can  be  allot- 
ted to  iBan.  It  was  on  the  fame  principle  that,  in  conjunAioD 
with  (he  powers  of  the  empire,  we  carried  on  the  war  with  fo, 
ituch  honour  and  fuccefs  againft  France,  under  the  dufce  of 
Marlborough,  ^ut  to  engage  in  a  continental  war  with  that 
kingdom,  not  only  unafilfted  but  oppofed  by  the  greatcft  part 
"  pf  thofe  ftates  with  which  we  were  then  combined,  is  an  at- 
teinpt  never  to  be  juftified  by  any  comparative  calculation,  of 
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the  populoufiiefs,  the  revenues,  or  the  general  ftrengtb  of  the  A.  D. 
two  nations.    Tbcy  aiTerted  ftill  farther,  that  the  theatre  we  »7SS^ 
bad  cbofen  for  that  war  was  the  mod  unfortunate  that  could 
poflibly  be  imagined.     Germany  has  at  all  times  prored  the 
firmeft  bulwark  againft  French  ambition.      Whatj  therefore^ 
could  France  herfelf  more  heartily  defire  than  to  fee  the  fwords 
of  the  Germans  turned  againft  each  other,  and  England  co« 
operate  with  all  her  power  in  embittering  the  boftilities  which 
have  already  defolated  that  country.     In  carrying  on  a  wat 
there,  France  has  many  advantages :  <he  fupports  her  armies  ia 
a  great  meafure  by  pillaging  tho&  whom,  in  every  view,  it  ia 
her  intereft  to  weaken :  ihe  is  not  very  remote  from  her  own 
frontiers,  from  which  her  armies  may  be  recruited  and  fupplied 
without  great  expence :  even  when  unfuccefsfu],  fhc  is  brought 
fiill  nearer  her  own  territories,  fupports  her  troops  with  ftill 
greater  facility,  and  exhaufts  ftill  Icfs  the  natural  wealth  of  her 
people.     If  ftie  was  obliged  to  take  refuge  at  liome,  would  the 
EngUih  continue  fo  frantic  as  to  follow  her  into  her  own  domi- 
nions? To  Great  Britain,  on  the  other  hand,  every  ^  thing  is 
unfavourable  in  fuch  a  war.     The  utmoft  fuccefs  with  which 
her  arms  can.be  attended,  will  only  carry  the  Engliih  to.  a 
greater  diftance  from  their  refources ;  and,  by  going  a  certain 
length,  the  tranfport  of  provifion,  artillery,  ammunition,  and 
the  infinite  impediments  of  a  large  army,  muft  become  altoge* 
tber  impracticable*     Upon  this  plan,  vidory  itfelf  cannot  fave 
us,  and  all  our  fuccefles  will  only  ferve  to  accumulate  new  dif- 
trefles,  new  diQiculties,  and  pew  charges.     As  to  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  what  does  he  give  us  in  return  for  the  immenfe  fubfidies 
which  are  paid  him  2  Inftead  of  affifting  our  armies,  is  he  able  to 
defend  himfclf?  Befides,  he  is  the  worft  ally  we  could  have 
qbofen,  on  account  of  his  long  and  intimate  connection  with 
our  enemies,  and  the  general  lightnefs  of  his  faith  in  deferting 
every  engagement  which  forms  an  obftacle  to  his  ambition.  He 
is  looked  upon  as  the  proteAor  of  the  Proteftant  religion :  but 
has  he  not  defolated  the  firft  Proteftant  electorate  ?  Has  be  not 
divided  the  reformed  ft:ates  of  Germany,   and    turned  theif 
fwords  againft  each  other  ?  And  do  not  his  writings  fufficiently  . 
tcftify  not  only  his  indifference  to  the  Proteftant  caufe,  but  hi« 
(ptal  dilrcgard  to  ^1  religiou  whatever  ?  Had  England  kepr 
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A*  D.  herlelf  clear  of  the  inextricable  labyrinth  of  German  politics^ 
'  759*  ihe  might,  without  exhaufting  her  own  vigour  hj  attacking 
France  on  her  ftrong  fide,  have  been,  before  this  time,  in  pof- 
fe(Eon  of  ail  the  French  colonies  together :  even  had  the  French, 
therefore,  got  pofleflion  of  Hanover,  (which  could  not  have 
AiSered  more  by  this  event  than  it  has  already  done  in  the 
courfe  of  the  war),  £ngland,  while  her  own  power  was  entire, 
and  while  ihe  held  all  the  commercial  refources  of  France  in  her 
hands,  muft  not  only  have  recovered  the  Hanoverian  dominions 
to  their  lawful  fovereign,  but  have  procured  full  indemnification 
to  them  for  what  they  had  fufFered  in  our  quarrel. 

The  advocates  for  continental  meafures  were  obliged  to  ac- 
knowledge the  exorbitant  expcnce  of  a  German  vrar ;  but  they 
affirmed,  that,  if  it  bad  coft  England  much,  it  had  coft  France 
fkill  more,  as  the  number  of  French  troops  to  be  paid  exceeds 
the  difference  between  French  and  Englifh  pay.  They  obferved, 
that  her  fubfidies  to  German  princes  greatly  exceeded  ours,  al- 
though (he  had  not  derived  fo  much  advantage  from  all  her  al- 
lies together  as  England  had  done  from  the  viftory  of  the  king 
of  Pruffia  at  Ro(bach  :  that  the  German  war  had  brought  the 
finances  of  France  to  that  deplorable  condition  which  all  Europe 
had  witnefied:  that  her  chief  (Irength  and  attention,  being  en- 
gaged in  this  quartei^,  were  in  a  great  meafurc  withdrawn  from 
her  navy,  her  commerce,  and  her  colonics ;  which  had  enabled 
England  to  deprive  her  of  the  beft  part  of  her  colonies,  to  ren- 
der her  commerce  equally  precarious  and  unprofitable,  and  to 
give  fuch  a  blow  to  her  navy  aSj  perhaps,  (lie  might  never  be 
able  to  recover.  But  had  England,  inftead  of  exhaufting  the 
French  refources  by  diverting  their  efforts  to  Germany,  allowed 
that  country  to  receive  la\vs  from  her  rival,  the  continental  war 
would  have  foon  terminated,  and  France,  ftrengthened  by  vie-- 
tory,  by  conqueft,  and  by  alliance,  would  have  prefcrved  the 
whole  force  and  revenue  of  her  mighty  monarchy  entire,  to  aft 
againft  Great  Britain. 

Thefc  reafonings  will  be  interefting  as  long  as  the  great  fyflcm 
of  European  politics  continues  in  any  meafure  the  fame,  and  as 
long  as  the  meafures  of  the  Britifh  court  are  liable  to  be  warped 
by  the  fame  motives  as  formerly.  I  would  therefore  obferve, 
that  taking  for  granted  the  fafts  alledged  by  the  partizans  of  our" 
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German  allies,  (many  of  which  require  proof),  and  fuppofing  A.  D» 
that  France  had  expended  even  more  than  Great  Britain  in  pro- 1759* 
fecuting  the  German  war,  the  principal  queftion  would  ftill  be 
undecided.  It  would  be  proper  dill  farther  to  inquire,  whether 
England  or  France  could  maintain  the  fame  number  of  troops, 
and  make  the  fame  efforts  in  Germany,  at  the  fmaJleft  expence  i 
"Whether,  on  the  plan  of  a  continental  war  alone,  the  revenues 
and  refources  of  France  or  England  would  be  fponeft  exhauft^ 
ed  ?  And  which  of  the  two  kingdoms  could,  with  the  fmalleft 
trouble  and  expence,  augment  its  navy,  and  profecute  fuccefsful 
enterprizes  in  diftant  parts  of  the  world  ?  Thefe  queries  need 
only  be  propofed ;  their  folution  is  obvious,  and  it  ihows,  in 
the  fiilleft  light,  the  impropriety  of  England's  carrying  the  war 
into  the  continent  of  Europe,  while  France  pofleiTed  any  fpecies 
of  foreign  commerce,  or  a  fingle  foot  of  land  in  Aita,  Africa,  or 
America. 

But  notwithftanding  the  force  of  evidence,  and  the  clamour 
of  partVj  the  court  remained  firm  in  its  firft  refolation.  The 
continental  fyftem  prevailed  more  than  ever ;  and  although  the 
iupplies  granted  for  maintaining  the  navy  were  liberal  beyond 
example,  yet,  the  ilrength  and  attention  of  the  nation  being  di- 
verted to  a  different  channel,  our  marine  enterprizes  appeared  to 
languifb  at  a  time  when  paft  fuccefs  ought  to  have  caufed  them 
to  be  puflied  with  the  utmoft  vigour,  and  fewer  exploits  were 
atchieved  at  fea  in  1760  than  are  recorded  in  the  memoirs  of 
the  preceding  year. 

The  Britiih  navy  at  this  time  amounted  to  lao  (hips  of  the  l^6o• 
line,  befides  frigates,  fire-fhips,  iloops,  bombs,  and  tenders. 
Of  thefe  capital  fliips  feventeen  were  Rationed  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
twenty  for  the  defence  of  the  Weft  India  iflands,  twelve  in 
North  America,  ten  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  fixty-one  either 
on  the  coaft  of  France,  in  the  harbours  of  England,  or  cruizing 
in  the  Englifli  fcas  for  the  protection  of  commerce.  Confidertng 
thefe  mighty  preparations,  it  is  remarkable,  that  the  return  of 
the  little  fquadron  commanded  by  ihurot  (which,  as  was  aU 
ready  mentioned,  had  taken  refuge  the  preceding  year  in  the 
harbour  of  Gottenburg  in  Sweden)  ihould  have  caufed  a  general 
alarm  over  the  three  kingdoms.  This  inconiiclerabJe  arma- 
ment'original!  yconllAed  of  five  frigates,  on  board  cf  which 
t  wer^ 
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A.  D.  were  1270  hnd-foldiers.  They  had  faSed  from  Gottenbnrg  to 
l7<io.  Bergen  in  Norway »  and  during  that  voyage  had  fuffered  fo  much 
by  ftorma,  that  they  were  obliged  to  fend  back  one  of  their 
hrgcft  Tellels  to  France.  It  was  not  till  the  fifth  of  December 
that  they  were  able  to  fail  direfUy  for  the  ^ace  of  their  deftina- 
tion,  which  was  the  northern  coaft  of  Ireland.  In  this  voyage 
their  ill  fortune  continued  to  purfne  them.  For  near  three 
months  they  were  obliged  to  ply  off  and  on  among  the  weftern 
ifles  of  Scotland,  during  which  time  they  fuffered  every  poflible 
hardfliip:  their  .men  thinned  and  diQieartened,  fuffering  by  fa* 
mine  and  difeaie,  one  (hip  irrecoverably  loft»  and  the  remaining 
three  fo  (battered,  that  they  were  obliged  to  put  into  the  ifle  of 
Hay.  Her«  this  enterprizing  adventurer,  though  opprefled  with 
misfortune,  and  fteeled  by  fuch  hard(hips  as  too  often  extingut(h 
every  generous  principle  of  humanity,  behaved  with  the  utmoft 
juRice  and  moderation!  paying  handfomely  for  the  cattle  and 
proviGons  which  he  had  occafion  to  ufe,  and  treating  the  natives 
with  unufual  courtefy  and  kindnefs. 

As  ibon  as  the  weather  permitted,  Thurot  quitted  this  ifland^ 
and  purfucd  his  deftination  to  tfa'e  bay  of  Carrickfergus  in  Ire* 
land,  where,  on  the  2 1  ft  of  February,  he  effeAed  a  delcent  with 
600  men.  They  advanced  without  oppo(ition  to  the  town^ 
which  they  found  as  well  guarded  as  the  nature  of  rhe^place, 
which  was  entirely  open,  and  the  circumftances  of  colonel  }en« 
nings,  who  commanded  only  four  companies  of  raw  undilcipli- 
ncd  men,  wouIJ  allow.  A  vigorous  defence  was  made,  until 
the  ammunition  of  the  Engliih  failed ;  and  then  colonel  Jennings 
retired  to  the  caftle  of  Carrickfergus,  which,  however,  was  in 
.  all  refpeds  untenable,  being  unprovided  in  provtfions  and  am- 
munition,  and  having  a  breach  in  the  wall  of  near  fifty  feet  wide  : 
nevcrthelefs,  they  repuifed  the  affailants  in  their  firft  attack, 
haviDg  fupplied  the  want  of  (hot  with  (^ones  and  rubbiih.  Ac 
length  the  colonel  furrendered,  on  condition  that  his  troops 
(hould  be  ranfomcd  by  exchanging  them  for  an  equal  number  of 
French  priioncrs ;  that  the  caftle  of  Carrickfergus  (hould  not  be 
dcmolifhed,  nor  the  town  burned  or  plundered*  This  laft  cir- 
cumftance,  however,  was  not  ftridUy  obfcrved.  The  magiftratcs 
of  Carrickfergus  refufed  fuch  fupplies  of  wine  and  proviGons  as 
the  French  oHicers  clcmanded,  and  thus^  by  their  own  impni- 
^  dence 
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^ence,  caufed  the  town  to  be  fubjefied  to  a  contrifoatien,  which,  A.  D, 
howcverj  was  not  incmoderate,  ThuroCj  having  by  this  time  ^7^^* 
got  notice  of  the  defeat  of  Conflans's  expedition,  and  hearing 
that  a  conGderable  body  of  regular  troops  were  aiTembled,  and 
preparing  to  march  to  the  affiftance  of  the  inhabitants  of  Car- 
rickfergus,  embarked|  and  iet  fail  for  France,  after  gainkig  great 
reputation  by  the  exploits  of  a  fquadron,  which  deferves  to  be 
confidered  as  little  better  <tbaa  a  wreck  of  the  grand  enterprise 
againft  the  Britifli  coafts. 

But  this  gallant  adventiirer  had  not  left  the  bay  of  Carxick« 
/ergus  many  hours,  when  he  perceived,  near  (he  coaft  of  the 
ifleof  Man^  three  fail  that  bore  down  on  him.    Thefe  were 
£ngli(h  frigates,  the   ^olus  of  thirty-fix  guns,  commaaded 
by  captain  £lHot,  the  Pallas  and  Brilliant^  each  of  thirty-two 
guns,  under  the  command  of  the  captains  Clements  and  Logie# 
who  had  been  >difpatched  by  the  duke  of  Bedford,  ]ord-lieute« 
nant  of  Ireland,  in  qucft  of  the  French  fquadron.     At  nine 
in  the  morning  of  the  28th  ef  February,  captain  Elliot  came  up 
with  the  Belleifle,  <:ommanded  by  Thurot«  which  was  fuperior 
to  the  jEoIus  in  ih-ength  of  men,  number  of  guns,  and  weight 
of  metal  5  but  both  fliip  and  men  were  in  a  bad  condition.  The 
engagen>cnt  was  hardly  begun,  when  the  Pallas  Mid  Brilliaat 
attacked  the -other  two  (hips  of  the  enemy.    The  a£^ion  was 
mainiained  with  great  fpirit  on   both   fides  for  an  hour  and   a 
half,   when  captain  Elliotts  liemenatit  boarded   the  Belleifle^ 
who  immediately  (truck  her  colours,  the  gallant  Thurot  having 
fallen  m  the  action.  The  Engliih  took  pofTeflioa  oCtheir  prizes, 
and  conveyed  them  mto  the  bay  of 'Ramfay  in  the  ifle  of  Man* 
In   this  engagement  three  hundred  of  the  French  were  flaia 
or  difabled^  whereas  our  lofsdJd   not  exceed  forty  killed  and 
wounded.     The  name  of  Thurot  had  become  fo  terrible  to  all 
the  fca-ports  of  Britain  and  Irda-nd,  that  the  fcrvice  performed 
on  this  occafion  was  deemed  eflential  to  the  quiet  atidfecurity  ef 
thefe  kingdoms.     The  thanks  of  the  houfc  of  commons  of  Ire- 
land were  voted  to  the  conquerors  of  Thurot  as  well  as  to  lieu-     • 
tenant-^oloncl  Jennings,  the  commanding  officer  at  Carrickfer* 
gus  }  and  the  defeat  and  capture  of  this  petty  fquadron  was  ce- 
lebrated with  the  moft  hearty  and  univcrfal  rejoicings.     Such 
was  the  fiite  of  the  laft  branch  of  the  grand   armament  which 
Vol.  IV.  X  bad 
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A.  D.  had  fo  long  been  the  hope  of  France,  and  the  terror  of  Great 

1 760,  Britain. 

In  North  Amcripa  the  affairs  of  the' French  had  taken  fuch  a 
turn  as  afforded  them  a  happy  profpeft  of  future  fucccfs.  While 
the  operations  of  the  war  there  were  intruded  to  the  land  forces 
alone,  England  was  unfortunate,  and  France  triumphant :  but 
no   fooner  did  our  f(}uadrons  appear  on  the   coaft,  than   every 
ibing  returned  ^p  its  former  fituation,  and  Britain  was  as  vidion 
rious  as  before.     The  garrifon  left  for  the  defence  of  Quebec 
amounted  originally  to  5000  men,  a  number  much  too  fmall,  con- 
fidering  both  the  nature  of  the  place,  and  thcnumber  of  French 
forces  whiph  flill  remained  in  Canada.     The  fortifications  of 
Quebec  were  weak  and  incomplete ;  without  any  kind   of  out- 
works ;  and  the  town  had  been  reduced,  during  the  late  fiege» 
alrfiofl  to   a  ruin,     Mr^  Levi  had  coUefted    at  Montreal    6000 
experienced  militia  of  Canada,  with  300  Indians,  befides  ten 
battalions  of  regular  troops  amounting  to  about  5000  men  more. 
With  this   force  he   took  the  field  on  the  17th  of  April;  and, 
while  his  provifions  and  «^m munition  fell  down  the  river  St.  Lawr* 
rence  under  a  convoy  of  fix  frigates,  the  French  army  arrived 
in  ten  days  march  at  the  heights  of  Abraham,  three  miles  di- 
ftant  from   Qnebec     General   Murray,  who  commanded  the 
garrifon,  had  it  in  his  option  cither  to  remain  within  the  city, 
pr  to  march  out  and  try  his  fortune  in  the  field.    As  his  troops 
were   habituated  to   yiftory,  and  provided  with  a   fine  train  of 
^itillery,  he  was  unwilling  to  keep  them  fliut  up  in  a  place  which 
appeared  IQ  him  fcaiccly  tenable,    He  determined,  therefore,  to 
lead  them  againft  the  enemy  j  a  refolution,  which,  confidering 
the  immenfe  inequality  of  numbers,  (for,  although  the  garrifon 
originally  confifted  of  5000,  he  had  not  now  above  3000  eiFec- 
tivc  men),  favpured  more  of  youthful  temerity  than  of  military 
^Jifcretion.     At  firfV,  however,  fortune  feemed  to  favour  his  de- 
figns.     The  Englifh  army,  having  marched  out  of  the  city,   and 
^efcended  from  the  heights  of  Abraham,  attacked  the  enemy's 
van  with  fuch  impetuofity,  that  it  was  obliged  to  give  way,  and 
to  fall  back  on  the  main  body.     This  advantage  brought  them 
full  on    the    main  army  of  the  French,  which  by  this  time 
Jiad  formed  in  columns.     The  fire  became  fo  hot,  that  it  (lop- 
ped  the  progrcfs  of  our  troops  5  and   the  French,  wheeling  to 
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tight  and  left,  formed  a  femicircle  which  threatened  td  fui*rouild  A.  D. 
them,  and  to  cut  off  their  retreat.  Near  a  third  of  the  EngliOi  1760. 
army  w(*re  now  killed  or  wounded^  and  nothing  could  be 
thought  of  in  this  fituation  but  to  make  proper  movements  to 
fecure  their  return  to  Quebec.  This  they  effected  without  lodng 
many  men  in  the  purfuit ;  and  the  fevere  misfortune,  occaHoned 
by  their  own  temerity,  roufed  the  governor  and  troops  to  the 
moft  flrenuous  efforts  in  defence  of  the  place*  The  French  loft 
no  time  in  improving  their  vidlory.  They  opened  the  trenches 
on  the  very  night  of  the  battle  :  but,  being  deficient  in  artillery^ 
they  had  performed  nothing  of  confequence  before  the  1 5th  of 
May,  when  the  befieged  were  reinforced  by  the  arrival  of  the 
Britiih  fleets  Then  the  enemy  underftood  what  it  was  to  be  in- 
ferior at  fea  ;  for,  had  a  French  fquadron  got  the  ftart  of  the 
EngliOi  in  failing  up  the  river,  Q^iebec  mud  have  reverted  to 
its  former  owners. 

On  the  9th  of  May,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  garrifon^  an  Engi^ 
lifli  frigate  anchored  in  the  bay,  and  told  them  that  lord  GoU 
ville  who  had  failed  from  Halifax  with  th^leet  under  hid 
command,  on  the  2  2d  of  April,  was  then  in  tl^  river  St;  Law- 
rence. He  had  been  retarded  in  his  paffage  by  thick  fogs  and 
contrary  winds.  About  the  fame  time  commodore  Swanton^ 
arriving  with  a  fmall  reinforcement  from  England,  and  hearing 
that  Qiicbec  was  befieged,  failed  up  the  St.  Lawrence  with  all 
expedition.  On  the  15th  he  anchored  at  Point  Levi,  and  early 
next  morning  ordefcd  captain  Schomberg  of  the  Diana,  and 
captain  Deane  of  the  Loweftoffc  to  flip  their  cables,  and  attack 
the  French  fleet,  confifting  of  two  frigates j  two  armed  fhips^ 
and  a  confiderable  number  of  fmaller  veffcls*  They  were  ho 
Iboner  in  motion  than  the  French  Qiips  fled  in  the  utmoft  dif- 
order.  One  of  their  frigates  was  driven  omthe  rocks  above 
Cape  Diamond  ;  the  other  ran  afliore,  and  was  burned  at  Point 
au  Tremble,  about  ten  leagues  above  the  town,  and  all  that  re- 
mained were  taken  or  deflroyed. 

Mr.  Levi  had  the  mortification  to  behold,   from  the  heights 

of  Abraham,  this  a^Etion,  which  at  one  ftroke  put  an  end  to  all  th« 

•  hopeff  he  had  conceived  from  his  late  vidVory.     He  was  perfua- 

ded  that  thefe  frigates,  by  the  boldncfs  of  their  manner,  precox 

ded  a  confiderable  rcinfi^crsmeftt,  -and  ha  therefore  raifcd  fftc 
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A.  D.  fiege  in  the  utmoft  precipitatieni.  leaTiag  behind  him  a  grot 

17^0. 4|uantity  of  baggage,  tents,  (lores,  magazines  of  provifions  ao<t 

ammunition,  with  rhirty*fettr  piecta  of  battering  cannon,  ten 

fleld-pieces,  ftx  mortars^  and  a  great  nnmber  of  kaling^addcrs,. 

intrenching  tools,  and  other  implements  necefiary  in  a  fiege. 

This  eirent,  which  was  entirely  owing*  to  the  feafbnaUe  affift- 
ance  of  the  fleet,  was  equally  important  in  itfelf  and  in  its  coni- 
fcquences.  While  it  fecured  the  pefleffion  of  Quebec^  it  gave 
a»  opportunity  to  general  Murray  to  march  to  tiu:  affiftance  of 
general  Amherft,  who  was  employed  in  the  fiege  af  Montreal^ 
the  fecond  place  in  Canada  for  eitent,  commerce,  and  ftrength^ 
Here  the  whole  remaining  force  of  the  French  in  North  Ame- 
vica  was  colleded  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Vamlreuil,  an 
enterprising  and  artful- general,  who  ncgle£ledno  means  of  pro- 
tra£iing  the  fiege^r  At  length  he  was  obliged  to  yield  to  the 
united  armies,  and  on  the  8th  of  September,  176^  iurrendered 
his  garrifon  to  be  fent  to  FVance,  on  condition  that  they  (hould 
ilDt  ferve  in  the  prefent  war,  and  yielded  up  the  inhabitants  of 
Iris  government  as  fubjefts  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain. 

The  French  had  not  negle£ied  to  feud  relief  to  a  placci  wbicb 
was  the  lad  objeA  of  their  hopes  for  regaining  pofleflion  pf  Ca^ 
ilada.  They  had  difpatched  three  frigates,  with  twenty  fliips 
ef  burden,  contaiiiing  a  reinforcement  of  troops  and  military 
ftores  for  the  garriftn  of  MontrcaU  But  when  the  commander 
•f  this  expedition  underftood,  that  the  fleet  under  lord  Col* 
▼ille  had  anticipated  his  arrival  in  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  be 
attempted  to  hnd  his  whole- embarkation  in  the  bay  of  Chaleurs^ 
that  they  might  endeavour,  if  peifiblc,  to  join  the  principal 
army  by  land.  But  here  they  were  difcovcrcd  by  captain  By- 
ron with  three  of  his  majefty'l  (hips;  their  armament  was  ta- 
ken or  deftroyed,  and  their  whole  defign  difconcerted«  Thus,, 
fcy  the  bravery  of  our  troops,  and  the  uncommon  fpiritt  vigi-  ' 
hnce,  and  adivity  of  our  navy,  every  attempt  of  the  enemy 
was  fruftratedy.  and  the  quiet  pofleflion  of  all  Canada  confirmed 
t6  Great  Britain. 

In  the  Eaft  Indies  the  Britifli  arms  ¥rere  attended  with  equal 
ftccefs.  After  raifing  th^  fiege  of  Fort  St.  George  in  February 
1759,  the  EngliOi  army  poficfled  themfclves  of  the  important 
town  and  fortreis  of  Conjevesami.  as  well  as  of  the  city  Mafuli- 
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patdniy  both  on  the  Coromandel  coaft.  This  coaft  joins  to  the  A.  D. 
rich  province  of  Bengal,  whare  the  French  intcreft  bad  been  1 760. 
totallf  ruined  by  the  condu£k  and  gallantry  of  colonel  Clive. 

Encouraged  by  thefe  advantages,  a  body  of  1200  men,  Euro- 
peans and  SeapoyS)  advanced  farther^  and  attempted  to  diflodge 
an  army  of  French  and  their  confederate  Indians,  encamped  un- 
der the  cannon  of  a  fort  near  Wandewafh.  They  were  repelled 
with  the  lofs  of  between  three  and  four  hundred   killed  and 
wounded.  But  colonel  Coote,  at  the  head  of  the  principal  body 
€>f  Englilh  troops  an  that  coaft,  compenfated  for  this  difafter  by 
inyefting  and  taking  Wandewa(h  in  three  days.    Soon  after,  be 
obtained  a  complete  ^i&orj  over  general  Lally,  who  command* 
cd  an  army  twice  as  numerous  as  that  of  the  EnglKh,  and  con* 
fifting  of  220c  Europeans  and  10,000  blacks*     After  this  decK 
Urt  engagement,  which,  excepting  the  battle  of  Plaifiy,  was 
more  important  in  its  confequences  than  any  fought  in  Indtft 
during  the 'war,  colonel  Coote  undertook  the  fiege  of  Chillipur» 
which  furrendered  in  two  days.    He  then  profecuted  his  march 
to  Arcot  the  capital  of  the  province,  the  fort  of  which  being 
filenced,  the  garrifon  furrendered  themfelves  prifoners  of  war* 
After  the  redn£kion  of  Arcot  all  the  inferior  places,  fuchas  Per- 
macoil  and  AUumparva,  fubmitted.    The  important  fetdemcnt 
ef  Carical  was  reduced  by  the  fea  and  land  forces,  commanded 
hj  rear-admiral  Cormfli  and  major  Monfon  ;  and  colonel  Coote 
formed  the  blockade  of  Fondicherry  by  land,  while  the  harbour 
was  befet  by  the  Engliih  fquadron.    Tliis  town  was  the  only 
important  fettkment  which  now  remained  to  our  enemies  in  In* 
dia« 

During  all  this  time  adnoiral  Pococke  had,  with  his  ufual 
flcill  and  intrepidity,  feconded  the  efforts  of  the  troops.  lie  had 
more  than  once  compelled  Mr.  d'Acbe,  the  greateft  admiral 
that  France  could  boaft  of,  and  who  alone  fup|x>rted  the  dccli* 
ntng  reputation  of  her  marine,  to  take  (belter  under  the  walls  of 
I\)ndicherry.  Pococke  had  reduced  the  French  Orips  to  a  very 
Shattered  condition,  and  killed  a  great  many  of  their  men^ 
but,  what  (hews  the  fingular  talents  of  both  admirals,  they  bad 
fought  three  pitched  battles  in  the  courfe  of  eighteen  months^ 
without  the  Icfs  of  a  feip  on  cither  fide. 

The 
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•A  D.     The  BritiOi  fquadrons  in  the  Weft  Indies  were  commanded 
1760-  by  admiral  Holmes  on  the  Jamaica  ftation  and  Sir  James  Dou- 
glas in  the  Leeward  iilands.     The  a£live  vigilance  of  thefe  com- 
manders not  only  enabled  them  to  protcA  the  iflands  from  in- 
fult  or  invafiony  but  prompted  them  to  annoy  the  eneipy.   Rear« 
admiral  Holmes,  having  in  the  month  of  October  received  in- 
telligence, that  6ve  French  frigates  were  equipped  at  Cape  Fran- 
cois  on  the  ifland  of  Hifpaniola,  in  order  to  convoy   a  fleet  of 
merchantmen  to  Europe,  he  ftationed  the  (hips  under  his  com- 
mand in  fuch  a  manner  as  gave  them  an  opportunity  to  inter- 
cept this  fleet.  The  principal  French  fliip  was  the  Sircnnc  com- 
manded by  commodore  M^Cartie,  an  Irifli  officer  of  coniiderabie 
reputation.     After  two  (harp  engagements  (he  (truck  to   the 
Boreas,  while  the  other  four  frigates  bore  away,  with  all  the  fail 
they  could  crowd,  for  the  weft  end  of  Tortuga,  to  (helter  them- 
ielves  in  Port  au  Prince.    They  were  purfued  by  the  Lively  and 
Hampftiire;  the  former  obliged  one  of  the  French  frigates  to 
fubmit,  after  a  warm  engagement  of  an  hour  and  a  half.     The 
Hamp(hire  ftood  for  the  other  three,  and,  running  between  the 
Duke  of  Choifeul  and  the  Prince  Edward,  engaged  them  both 
at  the  fame  time.     The  firft,  having  the  advantage  of  the  wind^ 
made  her  retreat  into  Port  au  Paix  ;  the  other  ran  a(hore  about 
two  leagues  to  leeward,  and  ftruck  her  colours.   At  the  approach 
of  the  Hampfhire,  the  enemy  fet  her  on  fire,  and  (he  blew  up. 
The  Fleur  de  Lys,  that  had  run  into  Fre(h. Water  bay,  a  little 
to  leeward  of  Port  au  Trtnce,  (hared  the  fame  fate  ^  and  thus 
by  the  gallantry  of  the  captains  Norbury,  Uvedale,   and  Mait- 
land,  and  the  prudent  difpodtion  of  admiral  Holmes,  two  large 
frigates  of  the  enemy  wcrfe  taken,  and  three  deftroyed. 

Immediately  after  this  event,  advice  being  received  by  admiral 
Holmes,  that  the  enemy's  privateers  fwarmed  about  the  ifland 
of  Cuba,  he  ordered  the  boats  of  the  Trent  and  Boreas  to  be 
manned,  that  they  might  proceed  under  the  direction  of  the 
lieutenants  Millar  and  Stuart,  to  the  harbour  of  Cumberland  in 
that  ifland.  There  they  met  with  the  Vainqueur  of  ten  gun8» 
fixteen  fwivels,  and  ninety  men,  the  Mackau  of  fix  fwivels  and 
fifteen  men,  and  the  Guefpe  of  eight  guns  and  eighty-five  men. 
The  boats,  after  furmounting  many  difficulties,  rowed  up  to  the 
Vainqueur,  boarded  and  took  polTcffion  of  her  under  a  dofe  fire. 

The 
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The  Mackau  was  taken  without  refiftancc;  but,  before  they  A.  D. 
could  reach  the  Guefpc,  the  enemy  fet  her  on  fire,  by  which  '  7^<^» 
(he  was  dedroyed. 

The  fame  enterprizing  courage  diftmguiflied  the  officers  of 
the  fquadron  commanded  by  Sir  James  Douglas  off  the  Leeward 
iilands.  The  captains  Obrien  an4  Taylor,  cruizing  near  the 
Grenades,  were  informed  that  the  Virgin,  once  a  Britifli  iloop, 
with  three  French  privateers,  had  taken  refuge  under  the  guns 
of  three  forts  on  one  of  thefe  iflands.  They  failed  thither  ia 
order  to  attack  them  ;  and  their  enterprize  was  crowned  with 
fuccefs.  Having  demolifhed  the  forts,  they  took  the  four  (hipg 
after  a  warm  engagement,  which  lafted  fcveral  hours.  They 
next  entered  another  harbour  on  the  fame  ifland,  where  they 
had  intelligence  of  three  more  fhips  j  they  demolilhed  the  fort 
on  this  harbour,  and  carried  off*  the  three  prizes.  In  returning 
to  Antigua  they  fell  in  with  thirteen  victuallers,  who  immedi- 
ately furrendered.  At  the  fame  time  eight  privateers  were  taken 
by  the  ihips  which  commodore  Douglas  employed  in  cruizing 
round  the  ifland  of  Guadaloupe. 

While  the  Englifli  were  carried  forward  with  a  continual  tide 
of  profperity  in  diftant  parts  of  the  world,  no  a£lion  of  im- 
portance was  atchieved  in  the  Britifli  feas  by  the  naval  force  of 
that  kingdom.  Admiral  Rodney  flill  maintained  his  ftation  off 
the  coad  of  Havre  de  Grace,  to  obferve  the  French  movements 
towards  the  mouth  of  the  Seine.  The  admirals  Bofcawen  and 
Hawke  alternately  commanded  the  powerful  fquadron  which 
flill  remained  in  the  bay  of  Q^iberon,  to  interrupt  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  enemy,  to  watch  and  detain  the  French  vefieh 
which  had  run  into  the  mouth  of  the  river  Villaine  after  the 
defeat  of  Conflans ;  and  to  divert  the  eflbrts  of  the  French 
from  other  quarters,  by  employing  a  great  number  of  their  for«^ 
ces  on  that  part  of  the  coaft. 

Meanwhile  a  numerous  body  of  forces  were  aflembled,  and 
a  great  number  of  tranfports  collefted  at  Portfmouth.  The 
troops  were  a£tually  embarked  with  a  good  train  of  artillery  • 
generals  were  nominated  to  the  command  of  the  enterprize; 
and  the  eyes  of  the  whole  nation  were  fixed  upon  this  arma- 
ment, which  had  been  prepared  at  an  immenfe  expence,  and 
the  dc(lination  of  whicl^  remained  a  profound  f<?cret.    But,  to 
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A.  D.  the  arfloniflimcnt  of  all  thofe  who  were  not  admitted  behind  the 
1760.  curtain^  the  whole  fummer  was  fpent  in  idlenefs  and  tnaftion, 
and  upon  the  death  of  the  late  king,  in  the  month  of  Odober 
following^  the  entciprize  was  entirely  laid  afide. 

The  f^eming  inutility  of  thefe  mighty  preparations  occafioned 
loud  clamours  in  the  nation.  Thefe  were  ftill  farther  incrcafed 
by  the  xna£tivity  of  the  powerful  fquadrofts  in  the  Britifli  Teas, 
It  was  faid,  that  with  either  of  thefey  or  with  the  arman\ent 
prepared  at  Portfmouthf  we  might  have  reduced  the  ifland 
Martinico  in  the  Weft  Indies,  Mauritius  on  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
w  Minorca  in  the  Mediterranean,  all  of  which  were  objeds 
equally  important  to  our  power  and  commerce.  It  was  aiked 
what  advantage  we  derived  from  thofe  fqoadrons  which  were 
fo  well  provided  in  all  neceiTaries  by  the  liberality  of  the  fupplies, 
but  which  were  condemned  to  ina£tivity,  or  employed  in  ufclefs 
parade  ?  This  queftion,  however,  was  not  unanfwerable.  The 
Armament  at  Portfmouth  might  he  intended  to  intimidate  the 
French  into  propofals  of  peace ;  to  alarm  the  coaft  of  Bretagne, 
and  thereby  make  a  diverfion  in  favour  of  Germany ;  or  to 
tranfport  troops  into  Flanders,  in  order  to  effcck  a  jundlion 
with  the  hereditary  prince  of  Brunfwick,  who,  at  the  head  of 
twenty  thoufand  men,  had  crofTed  the  Rhine,  and  was  ac  firft 
as  fuccefsful  as  finally  unfortunate  in  that  daring  expedition. 

Nor  were  the  fquadrons  on  the  French  coaft  altogether  un- 
rcccffary.  While  admiral  Rodney  hovered  near  the  mouth  of  the 
S(^inc,  he  perceived,  on  the  jth  of  July  at  noon  day,  five  large 
flat-bottomed  boats,  with  thek  colours  flying,  as  if  they  had 
fet  the  Englifli  fquadron  at  defiance.  Thefe  boats  were  dif- 
patched  by  way  of  experiment,  to  try  whether  it  were  poflible 
for  vcfiels  of  this  newly  invented  conftruflion  to  efcape  the  vi- 
gilance and  efforts  of  an  Englilfa  fleet.  The  French  had  pre- 
pared above  an  hundred  of  them,  which  then  lay  at  Caen  in 
Normandy.  The  ten  which  now  failed,  ftood  backwards  and 
forwards  on  the  ftioals,  intending  to  amufe  Mr.  Rodney  till 
night,  and  then  to  proceed  under  cover  of  darkncfs.  He  percei- 
ved their  drift,  and  gave  direfiions  that  his  fmall  veiTels  Ihould 
be  ready  to  fail  in  the  night  for  the  mouth  of  the  river  Orne,  in 
order  to  cut  off  the  enemy's  retreat,  while  he  hirafelf  with  the 
larger  (hips  ftood  for  the  ftecp  cog-ft  of  Port  Uaflin.    The  dif- 
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po&tion  was  judicious,  and  attended  with  fiiccefs.    The  fiat- A.  D* 

bottomed  boats  having  no  way  to  efcape,  ran  afhore  at  Port' 760* 

Baffin^  where  the  sidmiral  deftroyed  them^  together  with  the 

finall  foirt  which  had  been  erefbed  for  the  defence  of  this  har- 

i)our.     Each  of  thefe  veflels  was  one  hundred  feet  iii  lengthy 

mnd  capable  of  containing  four  hundred  men.    The  difafter 

which  befel  theoi  taught  the  French  minifteir  of  the  marine -not 

.    •  .1 

to  boild  any  fuirther  hopes  upon  fuch  aukward  machines.    The 

remainder  were,  ordered  to  be  unloaded  at  Caen,  and  fent  to 

Roaen  to  be  laid  up  as  iifelefs. 

Tbis  was  not  the  only  fervice  which  Rodney's  fquadron  per^^ 
forih'e'dl  In  the  month  of  November^  captain  Ourry  of  the 
A£keori  bba'ced  a  large  pnyateer,  and  drove  her  on  (hbre  be«' 
twcen  Cape  Barfleur  and  La  Hogue;  and  his  cutters  fcpurcd 
the  coaft,  aiid  took  or  dedroyed  forty  veflels  of  confiderable 
burden^  which  carried  on  a  great  fifhing  near  Dieppe. 

BeGdes  the  purpdfes  above-mentioned,  which  were  anfwered 
by  admiral  Bofcawen's  fleet;  ic  eflTeAually  prevented  any  veflels 
from  failing  from  the  harbours  of  Breft  or  Rochfort^  with  the 
defign  to  reinforce  the  French  in  North  America,  which  might 
have  prdtraAed  the  war  there  to  anotheh  campaign.  The  enter- 
prising fpirit  of  this  £ngli(h  admiral,  impatient  of  bontinuing  fb 
fong  in  li  ftate  of  inaAion  how  advantageous  foevcr  to  the  in- 
rerefts  6f  his  cblintry,  prompted  him  to  employ  his  men  in  the 
execution  bf  Tome  aAual  fervice.  He  eiercifed  them,  therefore, 
iti  taking  a  fmall  ifland  near  the  river  Vannes,  which  he  order- 
fed  them  tb  cultivate  and  plant  with  vegetables  for  the  ufc  of 
the  feamen  infefted  with  fcorbutic  diforders,  arifing  fronv  the 
conftant  ttfe  of  fatt  provifions,  from  the  fea  air,  and  from  a 
want  of  proper  eicrcift. 

Sir  Edward  Hawke,  who  relieved  Mr.  Bofcawen  in  Septem- 
ber, pttrftied  the  fame  plan.  Senflble  of  the  inconveniencies  to 
which  a  fleet  on  thai  ftation  is  ejcpofed  for  want  of  frefh  water, 
which  muft  be  carried  to  them  by  tranfports  hired  on  purpofe 
he  detached  lord  Howe  in  the  Magnanime,  with  the  fhips  Fre- 
derick and  Bedford,  to  reduce  the  little  ifland  Dumet,  which 
abounded  in  that  great  ncceflary  of  life.  This  ifland,  about 
three  miles  in  length  and  two  in  breadth,  was  defended  by  a 
fmall  fort  mounted  with  nine  cannon,  and  garrifoned  with  one 
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A,  D.  coit^pany  of  the  regiment  cf  Bovrbeift,  who  fahroMkred  'iM^ 
1760.  little  or  00  re(rftince  after  ihe  (hip»  bad  begui>  the^  ateack. 

We  have  not  tntermpced  the  biAofy  of  the  Brittft  ii|iuidr«it 
\j  retatmg  the  explons  of  panknkir  crtti^ers,  fereral  ot  wl|ach 
'  conferred  the  higheft  honour  on  the  En^iih  navy.  Oft  the  td 
of  April  eaptzin  Skmner  of  the  Biddefbrd»  and  capMin  Keime* 
4j  of  the  FUmboroogh,  bolh  frigates,  having  hSM  horn  Lit 
bon,  fell  in  with  two  large  French  frigate«»  convoy  to  a  floet  of 
merchant  (hrps^  which  the  £ngltlb  captains  immediately  dccer- 
mined  to  engage,  notwithflanding  the  great  inferiority  of  their 
ftrength.  The  enemy  did  not  decline  the  battle,  which  began 
about  half  an  hour  after  Gx  in  ttic  evening,  and. raged  with 
great  fiiry  till  eleven.  By  this  time  the  Flambdretigh  had  loft 
fght  of  the  Biddeford,  and  the  frigate  with  which  the  former 
was  engaged  bore  away  with  all  tbe  fail  (be  could  carry.  Cap 
tain  Kennedy  purfued  her  till  noon  the  next  day,  when  he  in*^ 
lirely  l«ft  fight  of  her }  by  which  mean*  (he  gpt  into  LiAoR 
with  the  k)fr  of  feveral  men  beiides  the  Keotenaac  of  mariscs^ 
and  confiderably  damaged  in  her  fairil  and  ri^ng*  In  thaee 
days  he  was  joined  by,the  Btddeford,  whi>,  after  a  moft  fevere 
eon£ii£k,  had  compeHsd  her  antagonift  to  fty,  and' bad  chaced 
her  till  (he  wa»  out  of  figjit.  Soon  aRer  the  aAiod  begaoy 
captain  Skinner,  while  (landing  ttpon  the  arm^cbeft  to  infpeO 
the  feveral  pofts,  and  to  animate  his  men  by  bis  eifample,  was 
onfortunately  killed*  He  wasi  ait  ofHcer  eqjiiany  bvave  and 
bountiful,  and  as  much  beloved  for  his  gemlenefi  attdhumaoity 
as  refpe^d  for  his  (kill  and  courage  by  thofe  wh^fcrved  under 
him^  The  command  devolved  upon  the  honourable  Ueutenaot 
iLnolKs^  who  maintained  the  battle  with  great  fpirit,  even  afiev 
he  was  wounded  y  and  a  fecond  (hot  through  bis  body  depri*^ 
ved.  him  of  life.  Notwithflanding  theie  dffafters„  tbe  crew  of 
tbe  Biddeford^  though  deprived  of  their  officers,  their  matff 
top*>ma(t  (hoc  away,  the  (hip  difabfed  in  her  ri^ng^  and  the 
enemy^  fire  which  continised  exceedingly  hot,  Jifeovered  na 
figns  of  fear  or  of  difinclhiation  to  the  fervice.  The  mailer  of 
the  (hip  now  afTamed  the  command,  and  every  man  aboard 
a£ked  as  if  on  his  perfonal  bravery  alone  the  fortune  of  the 
engagement  had  depended.  While  the  mailer  kept  the  quarter- 
deck^ and  took  care  of  the  pofte  there^,  the  purler  was  ftatioaed 

OB: 


Qf    fCxNTS    G  K  O  R  G  E    m.  171 

9ti  th^  maioNdeek*  and  l^pt  up  a  b/*t&  and  wiU'dirc£bed  fire.  A«  D« 
Numbers  of  the  wounded  men  rettarned  with  chearfulaef^  cq  'T^cw 
their  poA^b  after  the  rur^on  bad  drefied  tbetr  vroitods«  Their 
€0«1  diQt0m]t»ed  valour  prevailed  oyer  a  ifasp  double  their  own 
in  firength.  The  enemy^  &vc  began  to  Ibcken,  one  gun  bo* 
cooiiiig  fAcm  after  another,  till  the  eoeaay  did  &9t  diicWge  four 
giiaa  iaa  qu^er  of  an  bour^  It  vai  believed  they  were  going  to 
firtkc)  but  ic  proved^  that  they  vecc  preparing  for  flight  j,  for  a 
little  after,  abdut  tea  at  night,  the- engagement  having  lall:e4 
three  hours,  they  bore  away  with  all  the  fail  tiiey  couid  crowd* 
The  Biddeford  took  the  opportttnity  to  p^r  a  bro4dfide  into 
fccr  eaaemf,  and  a  voUey  of  fmall  araos  nearly  at  the  fame  i&» 
ftant*  Bttt,  when  (he  attempted  to  chace,  the  /ailors  found  they 
knd  no  commaad  of  their  fiiip«  the  rigging  hciog  cut  to  pieces^ 
and  the  oaafts  and  yards  (battered  and  difabied* 

The  fphrit  of  enterprise,  a  conictoufnefs  of  their  own  fuperKV 
rity,  and  a  contempt  of  the  French,  feem  to  hare  been  commu* 
nicated  to  the  raeaneft  fisainan  of  Great  Britain  at  this  happ/ 
pericxl*  -  As  an  example  of  this  kind,  the  bravery  of  five  Iriih* 
men  and  a  boyi  belonging  to  the  crew  of  a  ifaip  from  Water- 
ford,  has  been  much  celebrated.  The  fliip,  in  her  rettirn  from 
Bilboa,  bang  taken  bf  a  French  privateer  off  Ufhant,  the  cap* 
tors  reiDoved  all  the  hands  but  thefe  five  men  and  a  boy,  who 
were  left  to  dSft  nine  Frenchmen  in  navigating  the  veflel.  Thefii 
daring  Hibernians  immediately  fomieil  a  plan  of  infurre^lion^ 
which  they  eKecnted  with  fuccefs.  Foor  of  the  French  manners 
being  below  deck,  three  aloft  among  the  rigging,  one  at  tha 
hdm^and  another  walking  the  deck,  Brian,  who  headed  the 
eatcrpriee,  tripped  up  the  heels  of  the  French  flecrfman,  fcized 
his  piftol,  and  difcharged  it  at  him  who  walked  the  deck  ;  but, 
miiEiig  the  mark^  he  knodced  him  down  with  the  butt-  end  of 
the  piece.  At  the  fame  time  hallooing  tp  his  confederates  be* 
low,  they  aflailed  the  enemy  with  their  broad  fwords,  and,  fbon 
compelling  them  to  Asbmit,  came  upon  deck,  and  (hut  the 
hatches.  The  Irifli  being  now  in  poficfiion  of  the  quarter-deck, 
the^ French  who  were  aloft  called  for  qtiarter,  and  furrendered 
without  t)ppofition.  As  neither  Brian  nor  -any  of  his  aiTociates 
covld  read  or  write,  or  knew  the  leaft  principle  of  navigation^ 
Ibcjr  fteered  the  fhip  northward  at  a  venture,  and  the  firft  land 

y  a  they 
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A.  D.  they  made  was  the  neighboarhoQd  of  Yougball  in  Ac  ecHiiitf  of 
»7fio-Cork- 

The  ca{»tare8  from  the  Fxencb,  within  the  courfe  of  tl^ia  yeary 
coniifted  of  royal  (hips  of  war,  priTateerS|  and  armed  merchant- 
men* The  royal  (hips  were  fix,  mounting  in  all  i76gfina. 
The  privateers  and  armed  merchantmen  amoanted  to  i  lo,  which 
carried  $48  carriage*guns>  ^o  fwi?eU,  and  6389  men.  The 
Englifli  navy  (uflFercd  little  from  ^he  French  during  this  periodt 
but  fuftained  great  damage  from  the  weaker.  The  Conqoeror* 
a  new  (hip  of  the  linCi  was  loft  in  {he  chansCel  off  the  ifland  of 
St.  Nicholas }  the  crew  and  guns  ^ere  iaved.  The  Lyn>e  of 
twenty  guns  foundered  in  the  Cattegate  in  Norway,  and  fifty  o£ 
the  men  periihed.  In  the  Weft  Indies  a  tender  belonging  to  the 
Dublin  commanded  by  commodore  Sir  James  Douglas,  wig 
loft  in  a  gale  of  wind,  with  iQO  choien  ihariners.  But  theft 
lofles,  great  as' they  were,  feemed  inconfideraUe,  compared  to 
that  of  the  RamilHes,  a  magnificent  ihip  of  the  fecood  fate,  be^^ 
longing  to  the  fquadfon  which  admiral  Bofcaweo  commanded 
on  the  coaft  of  France.  In  the  beginning  of  F^rhri^aitry  a  ferie^ 
of  ftormy  weather  obliged  the  admiral  to  return  from  the  bay  of 
i^iberon  to  Plymouth,  where  he  arrived  wieh  much  dtficulty. 
The  RamiUie8,'  having  overfliot  the  entrance  to  the  fiiund,  ami 
heing  embayed  near  a  point  called  t*he  Bolt-head,  about  (omK 
leagues  higher  up  the  channel,  was  dalhed  in  pieces  tmoog  tho  . 
Tocks,  after  her  anchors  and  cables  had  giveaway.  All  her 
officers  and  men,  (one  midlhipman  and  twenty-fiye  of  the  tcti^ 
men  excepted),  amounting  to  700,  periftied. 

The'nufmber  of  merchant  vefiels  taken  by  the  Fiench  amount* 
ed  to  above  300,  chiefly,  however,  coafters  and  coall^ers  of  verf 
inconfiderable  value.  Nor  would  it  have  been  at  all  fiiiprifing 
if  the  French  had  taken  not  only  more  numefous  but  more  va^ 
luable  prizes.  While  their  own  commerce  was  in  a  great  mea*^ 
fure  deftroycd,  and  they  had  no  merchant  (hips  at  fea  bat  £bmo 
coafters,  and  a  few  veflels,  under  convoy  from  the  Weft  Indies^ 
the  trading  fleets  of  England  covered  the  ocean.  Every  year  he^ 
commerce  was  augmenting;  the  money  which  the  war  carried 
our  was  returned  by  the  produce  of  her  induftry ;  the  finking 
lund  amounted  annually  to  above  three  mlUioosj  andj  in  the 
"^ .  jeaf 
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jtMT  17^0^  8«oo  v^els  were  empbyed  by  tlie  traders  «l  Great  A.  D, 
Britain.  ^7^^* 

Baty  fiotwithftaoding  tbis  happy  flow  of  profperlty,  if  we 

compare  the  naval  and  military  franfaAiohs  of  the  prefent  year 

iprith  thofe  of  the  preceding,  they  will  appear  extremely  inconfi-* 

derable.     Excepting  the  vedn^on  of  Montreal,  which  was  a 

nalural  confequcnce  of  oar  prior  conquefts  in  Canada,  no  addi« 

tional  acquifitipos  of  great  confcqiience  had  been  made  by  the 

Britifli  arms.   The  EngliOi  ftrength  and  wealth  were  employed 

la  the  war  of  Germany }  bqt  oar  operations,  undertaken  upon 

national  principles,  and  tending  to  the  intereft  of  Great  Britainj^ 

began  gradually  to  languifh.    Ic  was  hoped,  therefore,  that  af- 

ter  a  general  war  of  fire  years,  carried  opi  upon  a  larger  fcale,         ^ 

and  attended  with  greater  expence,  and  more  furprifing  revolu^ 

lions  of  fortune,  than  any  war  of  equal  duration  that  had  ever 

laken  place  among  the  nations  of  Europe,  it  was  now  full  time 

10  give  tranquillity  to  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe,  all  of 

which  had  been  iha);:en  by  our  commotions.    The  pofture  of 

tfiUra  was  nqw  mocfa  altered  from  what  had  taken  place  during 

the  firft  peiaods  of  hoftility.    The  ambition  of  France,  which 

had  inflamed  the  fuel  of  difienfion,  had  been  crowned  with  fuc^ 

^e&  in  th^  beginning  of  the  war.     Admiral  Byng  behaved  dif- 

^graeefiiillj  m  the  Mediterranean,  Minorca  was  taken,  aiid  the 

battle  of  ifa|len]fbeck  foemed  to  decide  the  fate  of  the  decorate 

pf  Hanover.   The  duke  of  Cumberland  was  (Iiut  up  at  Clofter- 

ieven,  and  the  Canadians  obtained  confiderable  advantages  over 

the  Englitb  in  Mor^b  America.  But  now  all  was  changed.  The 

French  had  n^t  reaped  the  fruiu  which  they  ezpe^ed  from  their 

fucceia  in  Germany,  and  bad  been  obliged  to  abandon  fome  part 

pf  their  conquefts ;  their  intereft  waa  totally  ruined  in  North 

America ;  in'  the  Eaft  Indies,  where  they  had  formerly  (b  many 

flonrifliing  iettleinentb,  they  were  confined  to  one  town ;  and 

the  principal  fource  of  their  wealth  was  cut  off  by  the  lofs  of 

Guadaloape,  Goree,  and  Senegal^  and  the  deftrufiion  of  their 

commerce  and  ihipptng.    The  misfortunes  which  France  had 

already  experienced  in  carrying  on  a  naval  war  againft  Great 

Britaio,  indoced  her,  as  early  as  the  year  1758,  to  fignify  her 

pacific  intentions  to  the  Eoglifli  miniftry,  who  declined  liftening 

^  that  tiqie  to  anv  propofals  6i  negociatidu    In  the  following 
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A.  D.  yearthjp/rofurt  9f  London  was  not  (b^c^^^f  to»^«ll.f9qtiiia<» 
47^^'  ing  the  war;  but  it  was  not  till  1761  that  they  began  to<|)j|i)c 
i^rioMfly  of  laying  <|owu  tfccir  viftprio^f  »rifisr  Had  Frtuc^iifen 
•qual\y  fincere  in  the  wiAiep  iar  acconiin(HUii<m  which  ike  pub- 
licly profeKTcdi  matters  might  then  have  been  amifaWy  Adjuftc4# 
Sut  (h^  bad  by  this  tiiiae  diicpverfd  «n  nfter  gmte^  whjcii  r^^ 
xjiained  for  her  to  play^  notwithft^ding  tU  her  bad  foitmie. 
$h«  hid  ;)larmed  the  pride  and  jc«loi|fy  of  thf  court  pf  iSpiia, 
whofc  rich  and  exteniive  American  pofleiSoDS  feemed  now  to 
Ce  at  the  Knf  rcy  of  the  £figli(h  col^nies^  and  wboTe  hoooiu*  was 
deeply  wounded  in  the  difgrace  infliAed  on  the  flrft  prince  of  tke 
boufe  of  bourbon.  If  the  whple  Qjrength  of  the  Spaaifli  m9^ 
narcbv,  augmented  \>j  continnnl  iceefiiims  during  a  long  pence, 
-  could  \^  drawn  into  the  vortex  of  hoftility ,  France  expe&ed  ta 
kc%H^  ftiU  to  retrieve  her  ajOfairg.  While  (he  publicly  decbred 
for  peacC)  her  fecre^  bopes  were  all  centered  in  war;  flie  treat* 
ed  of  friendfiiip  with  a  f|Mrit  of  ennity ;  and,  the  falie  principles 
vpon  which  (be  negociat^d  being  di(covered  by.the  penetramo 
of  the  Briti/h  miniftry»  thcfe  allowed  not  .the  pto^poBt-^l  m 
treaty  to  amufc  them  into  a  negleA  of  the  tiaval  and  aBiiitaiy 
operatioas  which  had  been  previoufly  concerted. 

The. parliament  which  aiTembled  the  i8th  of > November, 
17609. had  voted  70,000  fcamen  for  the  ferviceofitJie^enfuoig 
yeart  jnclisding  i8>3$$*marineS|  and  a  .fum  not  czceediBg-4 
pounds  monthly  p^r  m?n  &>f  their  raaiatenance,  the  whole 
amounting  to  3>640)000  pounds.  No  snaterial  alteration  was 
made  .in  the  difpofition  of  the  feveral  fqiiadront  which  confii* 
tu{ed  the  navy  of  Crtat  Bxitsita.  That  in  the  bay  of  Quiberon 
was  commanded  by  bit  Edward  Hawke  and  Sir  Charios  liaxdy. 
Admiral  Saunders  was  (Utiooed  in  the  Mediterranean.  The 
rear*8dmirals  Stevens  and  Corniih  eomnaandcd  in  thic  £aftln<* 
dicsy  rear-admiral  HoUnes  at  Jamaica,  Sir  Janes  DougUr  at. the 
X^eWard  idands,  and  lord  ColviUe  at  Halifax  in  Nova  Sootia. 
{^eftdes  tb^fcy  (ingle  (hip9  crui^sed  in  diflerent  parts,  in. order  to 
projte^  the.Qntifli  m^cbantmen^  and  fqqadrons  were  occafion-* 
flly  equipped. und^r  various  oommatulers, 
1761."..  The  fcencof  adipn»  In  the. year  1761,  opened,  in  Jthe  £aft 
Indies.  Affer  the.  defeat  of  the.  French  near  Wandewafb,  th« 
(ailing  of  thecit^^  Ari^0ti^x»l  U^  rcdudtioo  of  the  fortrcfic)  of 

Cbittcpue 
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ChtttepRt  and  Gaitieal^  thr  French  were  Uocked  up  in  Pondi«  A«  IX 
ehcnjTy  a  town  of  near  fbnr  miles  in  circuit,  eleganthr  buih^  iT^h 
fttoD^j  §6ft3&cd,  and  defended  bjr  the  whole  force  wbidi  re* 
mawrd  te  th«  enemy  on  the  coaft  of  CoromandeL  The  periot 
dical  raiii»  which. fall  on  that  coa(t  rendered  a  regular  fiege  im# 
ftmRktMs  >  fo  thai  the  Uochade,  which  had  been  c<»aimenced 
bf  tbe  fleet  under  admiral  Stereos  and  the  land  forces  dAde^ 
cokmei  Coote^  was  jcontinoed  with  the  beft  difpofition,  and  the 
SDofr  extraofdinarir  patience^  for  full  feiren  months  On  tbe 
sdlh  of  Noveoiber^  1760^  four  batteries  were  raifed,  at  fo<M 
diflsimre,  to  enfilade  the  ftreets  of  Pondicberry,  wbilfl:  othert 
were  advanced  nearer,  iir  order  to  play  upon  th^  works.  The 
workc  of  the  bcfie|peit  fafFered  much  from  ftormsi  which  ruined 
tbe  batteries  and  approaches :  but  tbefe^ere  repaired  withgreK 
alacrity^  and  the  enemy  waa  reduced  to  tbe  mod  extreme 
diftfefs.  They  lived  on  camels^  elephants,  dogs,  and  cats* 
Even  this  wretched  provifion  was  fo  fcarce,  that  it  was  pureha« 
fed  at  an  ioinienib  price  ^  five  pounds  had  been  paid  for  the  flefli 
•f  a  dog* 

Id  tbe  midft  of  this  diftrefs  their  hopes  were  fudcfenly  revived 
by  a  dreadful  misfortuoe  which  happenoi  to  the  English  fleets 
On  the  firft  of  January,  1761,  one  of  thofe  terrible  tenipefts^ 
fe  deftvudiive  and  fo  frequent  in  thd  Indian  feas,. obliged  admiral. 
Stevens  to  flip  his  cables  and  put  to  fea.  The  reft  of  the  Eritilh 
'  fipadron  were  driven  from  before  the  walls  of  Pondkhcrry. 
The  Duke  of  Aquitaine  and  the  Sunderland  foundered  tti  the 
ftorm,  and  their  crews  periChed.  The  Newcaftle,  the  Queen- 
bonougb,  and  Prote£lor  fire-fliip,  were  driven  on  (hore  and 
deftpoyed  ;  but  the  nien  were  happily  faved,  together  with  the 
gvns,  (tores,  and  provifions.  Many  other  ihips  fuftatned  con^ 
fidcraUe  dams^e.  This  unezpefked  difafter  elevated  to  the 
blgheft  pitch  the  fpirtts  Jo(  the  garrifon)  and  general  Lally^  fee-i 
ing  the  port  clear,  loft  not  a  nioment^to  fend^n  exprefs  to  tbe 
French  agent  in  the  neighbouring  neutral  fettlementSi  in  order  to 
obtam  a  fiipply  of  prbvifions.  This  leaer  was  intercepted  by 
admiral  Stevens,  and  is  publiihed  in  the  appendix  ^,  as  it  difco-* 
v€rs  the  Angular  charaAer  of'  thic  daring  adventurer.     As  the 

•  Aypendlx,  N=».  ^.' 

admiral 
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A.  I)»  aSmird  imagioed,  that  Lally  had  made  the  fame  fbUdt^oialif 
1 76 i*  other  mefleogersj  he  iinoiediately  difpatched  kttera  co  the  Dmcll 
and  Daniih  fettlecnesics^  ttienitoning  the  good  co&diikm  of  th^ 
greater  part  of  hit  fleet,  and  afiuring  them  that  he  i^Mld  make 
prize  of  fuch  veflels  as  he  fbund  infringing  the  neutrality  bj  at- 
tempting to  Aipplj  the  enemy.  He  w»  fuffictently  in  aceiKli^ 
fion  to  make  good  his  threats ;  for,  in  four  days  after  the  ftormi 
lie  had,  with  incredible  diligenee  and  celerity^  repaired  the  da» 
mage  of  his  ihips,  and  appeared  before  Pondicherry  with  elevea 
fail  of  the  line  and  two  frigates,  all  fit  for  fervice;  .The  fi^e 
was  now  carried  on  with  redoubled  ardour.  By  the  15th  of 
January  a  battery  was  raifed  within  point  blank ;  a  breach  wai 
tSisfktd  in  the  eurtain  i  the  weft  £ice  and  flank  of  the  norths 
'weft  baftion  were  ruined,  and  the  guns  of  the  enemy  endr^ 
filenced*  The  principal  of  the  Jefoiis  came  out  with  two  eivU 
lians,  and  propofed  terms  of  capitulation  in  the  name  of  the  in-b 
habitants^  General  Lally  difdained  to  capitulate,  but  lent  out 
a  paper,  full  of  inveAives  againft  the  Engliih  for  breach  of 
treaties  relative  to  India :  the  obftinacy  of  the  gOTcmor  made 
the  propofal  of  the  inhabiunts  be  difregarded ;  fo  that  the  city 
of  Pondicbcrry^  with  a  garrifon  of  near  2000  European  foldiersi 
a  taft  quantity  of  military  ftores,  and  great  riches^  was^  without 
any  formal  fulrenderi  abandoned  to  the  dlfcretion  of  the  be^ 
ilegers. 

After  the  ndu£tion  of  Pondicherry  on  the  coaft  bf  Coroman-* 
del,  a  body  of  Englifli  forces  waS  embarked  for  an  expedition 
againft  Mahie»  a  fcttlement  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  which  the 
French  had  lately  fortified  at  a  very  conOderable  expence.  The 
place  was  attacked  With  fo  much  vigour  j  that  the  French  gover* 
nor  thought  proper  to  furrender  it  about  the  beginning  of  Fe» 
bniary,  by  which  means  the  Englifli  obtained  the  command  of 
the  whole  peninfula  of  India^  the  moft  extenGve  a^  well  as  the 
moft  profitable  fphere  of  commerce  In  the  world. 

Thcfe  important  fuccefles  had  not,  fince  the  cbmmencMient 
of  tb?  war,  been  chequered  by  any  confiderable  misfortune  at* 
tending  the  Britifh  arms  in  the  eaft.  We  muft  not,  howeveri^ 
emit  to  mention  the  atchievement^  of  the  count  d*£ftaing,  who 
in  the  year  1759  had  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  Englifli  fort  of 
Gombroon  in  the  Oulf  of  Perfiai  and  taken  two  frlgiktes,  with 

three 
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^tet  other  Veflils  belonging  to  the  company.  He  performed  A.  D. 
this  with  foor  (hips  under  Dutch  colours,  one  of  which  carried  ly^i* 
lixty*four  guns,  and  another  twenty-two,  with  a  land  force  of 
1 50  Eurdpean§)  and  about  200  Caffres.  In  the  fucceeding  year 
the  fort  of  Natal  on  the  coaft  of  Africa  furrcndered  to  him  at 
cfifcretion,  and  he  found  two  (hips  in  the  road.  He  after wardis 
tailed  to  Sumatra,  where  the  Englifh  carried  on  a  great  trade  iii 
pepper,  and,  before, the  end  of  the  following  Aprils  reduced 
Tap]()onapoli  and  Bencoolen  or  Marlborough  fort,  which  lafi, 
though  in  a  good  ilate  of  defence,  was  inglorioufly  abandoned 
by  the  Engliih  garrifoni  after  they  had  burnt  a  vcflcl  richly 
loaded,  (the  Denham  Indiaman),  that  lay  in  the  harbour^ 
The  afiiTity  and  entcrpri2c  of  Mr.  d'Eftaing  would  deferve 
cofnmendation,  if  his  charaSer  had  not  been  ftrongly  marked 
whh  perfidy  and  cruelty.  He  had  furrendered  hlmfclf  at  the 
fiege  of  Madras,  and  had  engaged  not  to  ferve  againft  the  £ng« 
liih  until  he  fhould  be  regularly  exchanged ;  fo  that^  when  he 
attacked  Gambroon,  he  was  a  priToner  on  parole.  When  he 
became  mafter  of  that  place,  he  paid  no  regard  to  the  terms  on 
iRrhidi  it  had  furrendered.  He  promifed  to  prevent  thefts  and 
(diforders;  but  the  honfes  were  fct  on  fire^  and  the  factory  given 
up  to  the  licentious  pillage  df  the  Arabs. 

After  the  expulfion  of  the  French  from  North  America,  the 
£ngli(h  found  in  the  Cherokees  a  cruel  and  barbarous  and  not 
an  unwarlike  enemy.  They  defended  themfelves  with  a  favage 
heroifm  againft  the  fuperior  arts  of -a  civHized  nation,  nor  could 
they  be  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  accepting  a  peace  from  their 
conquerors,  until  the  Englifh  had  penetrated  with  great  courage 
and  J)erfcverance  into  their  country,  deftroyed  fifteen  of  their 
towns  or  villages,  and  burnt  or  cut  down  the  greateft  part  of 
their  harveft. 

"While  the  continent  of  North  America  was  thus  reduced  to 
a  ftate  of  undifturbed  obedjence,  the  Britifh  fquadrons  were  dill 
carrying  on  their  conquefts  in  the  Weft  Indies.  On  the  fourth 
of  June  Sir  James  Douglas  failed  from  Guadaloupe  with  the 
Dublin,  Belliqucux,  Sunderland,  and  Montague,  four  flnps  of 
the  line,  and  a  conGderable  body  of  land  forces  under  the  com-  • 
mand  of  lord  Kollo,  deftined  for  an  expedition  againft  the  ifland 
of  Dominica.     This  lilacd,  though  one  of  thofe  calldd  neutral^ 

Vox..  IV.  Z  had 
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A.  D;  had  been  occupied  and  fortified  by  the  French.  Its  extent  fv 
1761  •  about  ten  leagues  in  length,  and  dght  in  breadth;  it  is  wcJl 
watered  by  rivers  plentifully  fupplied  with  (ifh  ;.  produces  abun* 
dant  pafture  for  cattle,  and  is  very  fruitful  ia  coffee,  cocoa,  to- 
'  bacco,  and  cotton.  It  is  fituated  within  ten.  leagues  of  Marti* 
nico,,  the  capital  of  the  French  fugar-ifknds,  which,  in  cafe  of 
an  invafion,  it  could  eafily  fupply  with  men  and  provifions;  a 
circumftance  which  rendered  it  of  great  importance  to  France, 
and  an  objedl  worthy  the  ambition  of  the  BritiHi  miniftry. 

The  armament  under  lord  Rollo  and  Sir  James  Douglas  ar* 
rived  within  a  league  of  Rofeau^  the  capital  of  Dominica,  on 
the  fixth  of  June  ^  and  the  fleet  having  anchored,  a  lieutenant 
ef  the  navy,  accompanied  by  a  land  officer,  was  immediately 
difpatched  with  a  manifeflo,  figned  by  the  commodore  and  ge- 
neral, requiring  the  inhabitants  of  the  neutral  ifland  of  DomU 
nica  to  furrender,  and  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  his  ma* 
jcfty  king  George.  The  manifcfto  being  read  to  the  people  of 
Rofeau,.fome  of  the  principal  inhabitants  fet  off  in  a  boat,  and 
went  on  board  the  Englifli  fleet.  Their  behaviour  and  conver- 
£ition  difcovered  no  diflike  to  the  Britifli  government :  on  the 
contrary,,  they  feemed  very  well  plcafcd  that  his  majcfly's  forces 
had  come  to  take  poffeffion  of  the  ifland.  But  when  they  were 
put  on  fl)ore  in  the  afternoon,  they„  as  well  as  the  ref^  of  the 
inhabitants,  were  encouraged  by  the  French  governor,  Mr^ 
Longprice,  to  Aand  on  the  defenfiv^,  and  to  declare  they  would 
not  tamely  furrender,  while  they  had  arms  in  their  hands.  As 
foon  as-  this  determination  was  known,  the  fhips  anchored 
as  near  as  poffible  to  the  fhore^  and  the  neceflary  difpofition^ 
were  made  for  landing  the  troops.  This  was  effedled,  about 
five  in  the  evening,  under  cover  of  the  (hipping..  They  formed 
quickly  on  the  beach  \  and,  while  the  main  diviHon  took  pof- 
feflion  of  the  town,  the  corps  of  grenadien,  confiding  of  the 
companies  of  the  fourth  and  twenty-fecond  regiments,  feized  a 
flanking  battery,  and  part  of  the  adjoining  entrenchment,  which 
had  been  abandoned.  But  the  enemy  continued  to  annoy  the 
Britifh  troops  by  their  mufq.uetry  from  behind  buQies  and  trcesy 
and  by  their  cannon  fired  from  a  battery  which  overlooked  the 
town.  By  this  means  the  troops  might  have  fuffered  greatly 
duriDgrthc  night  5.  the  enemy,  perhaps^  might  have  been  rein- 
forced 
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forced  before  morning,  and,  fortified  in  a  ftrong  poft  with  four  A.  D. 
entrenchments  on  a  ftcep  hill,  might  have  been  enabled  to  make  i?^'* 
a  vigorous  defence.  Lord  Rollo,  therefore,  judged  it  beft  to 
order  them  to  be  immediately  diilodged  by  the  grenadiers  fup- 
porced  by  the  battalions;  which  fer vice  was  performed  with 
fb  much  order  and  rapidity,  that,  before  night,  the  French 
were  driven  fucccflively  from  all  their  entrenchments,  and  the 
battery  above  them,  where  colonel  MelviU  immediately  took 
poft  with  his  grenadiers.  Lord  Kollo  continued  at  their  advan- 
ced pod  during  the  night,  having  eftabliOied  a  communication^ 
by  proper  guards,  with  the  reft  of  the  troops  who  poffcffcd  the 
town.  Next  day  he  eftablifhed  his  head-quarters  at  Rofcau, 
where  he  received  the  fubmiffion  of  the  inhabitants,  who  came 
to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  hig 
firitannic  roajefty. 

While  this  important  conqueft  was  acquired  by  the  afliftance 
of  part  of  the  fquadron  belonging  to  the  Leeward  inlands,  the 
remainder  were  employed  in  prote^ing  the  Britifli  traders,  anH 
fcouring  thofe  feas  of  the  Martinico  privateers,  of  which  they 
took  a  great  number.  Nor  was  the  fquadron  ftationed  off  Ja- 
maica lefs  vigilant,  or  lefs  alert:  rear-admiral  Holmes  who 
commanded  there,  planned  his  cruizes  with  judgment,  and  exe- 
cuted them  with  fuccefs.  Having  received  intelligence  in  the 
beginning  of  June,  that  fcveral  (hips  of  war  belonging  to  the 
^nemy  had  failed  from  Port  Louia,  he  immediately  made  fuch  a 
difpofition  of  his  fquadron  as  was  motl  likely  to  intercept  the/n« 
He  himfeJf  in  the  Hampfliire  fell  in  with  the  St.  Anne,  and 
«chaced  her  to  leeward  down  upon  the  Centaur.  The  French 
captain,  perceiving  this  laft  fhip,  and  dreading  the  danger  of 
being  between  two  fires,  hauled  up  between  them,  and  ran  clofc 
in  Diore,  until  he  was  becalmed  about  a  Icigue  to  the  north- 
ward of  Donna- Maria  bay.  The  Centaur  chaced,  and  got  up 
^long-afide  ;  upon  which  the  Frenchman,  who  had  fired  his  (\cTti 
•chace,  ftruck  his  colours,  and  furrepdcred  a  very  fine  Ihip^ 
pierced  for  (ixty-four  guns,  loaded  with  coffee,  fugar,  and  in- 
iligo,  and  manned  with  near^oo  failors  and  marines. 

Karlier  in  the  fame  year  the  French  were  foiled  in  an  attempt 
<o  regain  a  footing  on  the  coaft  of  Africa.  They  were  too  fen- 
aUc  of  the  advantages  attending  the  lucrative  trade  of  this  coaft, 
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A.  D.  19  remain  fattsfied  nnder  a  total  cxclufion  from  it.  In  order  ea 
I7^^  rccotcr  fomc  part  of  what  thcf  had  loft,  they  font  two  frigateg 
to  furprizc  Jamcs^fort  at  the  momh  of  the  Grambia.  The  little 
garrifon  there,  receired  them  with  fuch  refolution»  that  one 
frigate  was  forced  on  {hore,  aiid  ]oft ;  and  the  other  failed  ofF^ 
nfter  having  fuftained  confiderable  damage.  There  had  been 
two  oiore  frigates  appointed  by  the  French  to  aft  on  this  fcr* 
vice.  But  thcfe  bad  been  intercepted  by  Sir  Edward  Hawkc4 
fquadron,  (lationed  in  the  bay  of  Quiberon. 

This  unimportant  capture,  and  that  of  a  few  merchantmen  of 
)itt;le  value,  did  not  juftify  to  the  nation  the  inactivity. in  which 
the  Britifli  fquadron  on  the  co^ft  of  France  had  been  allowed  to 
remain.  Something  of  greater  confequence  was  ei^peCtcd  from 
i'uch  a  powerful  armament  under  the  direction  of  fuch  naval  conw 
manders  as  Sir  Edward  Hawke  and  Sir  Charles  Hardy.  But  in 
the  month  of  March,  to  the  general  furprt^e  and  indignation  of 
|he  public,  the  two  admirals  returned  to  Spithead,  and  another 
Iquadroti,  with  a  great  body  of  land  forces  on  board,  was  after* 
wards  fent  to  occupy  their  Ration.  This  fquadron  confifted^f 
the  Sandwich,  ninety  guns  |  the  Valiant,  Temeraire,  Torbay^ 
Dragon,  and  Swiftfure,  feventy-four  guns  each;  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  feventy  guns ;  tUc  Hampton- court  and  Eflex,  fixty-four 
guns  eaph  \  the  Achilles,  fixty  guns;  and  feveral  frigates, bomb- 
.]cetches  and  fire-(hips,  with  upwards  of  an  hundred  tranfports, 
carrying  9c q  foldiers  under  the  command  of  major-general 
Hodgfon.  The  expedition  was  intended  againft  Pellciflc,  the 
Tcdudlion  of  which,  it  was  imagined,  would  be  attended  with 
inconfiderable  difficulties  and  many  advantages.  This  ifland  is 
between  twelve  and  thirteen  leagues  in  circumference,  and  the 
Jargeft  of  all  the  European  iflands  belonging  to  the  French  king. 
It  contains  only  one  cjty  called  La  Palais,  three  country  towns, 
103  villages,  and  about  5000  inhabitants,  who  live  by  the  na* 
tural  fertility  of  the  foil,  and  the  curing  and  vending  of  pil- 
chardsi  There  arc  three  harbours  in  this  ifland,  Palais,  Lau- 
zion,  and  Gonlfard,  every  one  of  which  labours  under  fomc 
confiderable  dcfcA.  But,  although  the  harbours  are  bad,  fmall 
privateers  might  ifluc  from  thence  greatly  to  the  molcftation  of 
the  French  coafting  trade,  and  the  fleet,  of  England  might  ride, 
between  tlicfc  harbours  and  the  continent  of  France,  in  a  weli- 
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protedcd  road.    The  real  advantages,  however,  arifing  from  A.  D, 
this  conqucfl,  vrere  not  the  only  inducetnents  to  undertake  it.  1761. 
Nothing  could  wound  more  cruelly  the  pride  of  France  than  the 
acquifition  of  what  mi^ht  be  regarded  as  a  pare  of  her  coaf^  ; 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  jealoufy  of  Spain  would  be  IcTs 
alarmed  by  our  advantages  in  this  quarter,  than  by  thofe  which 
we  might  obtain  by  puQiing  our  conqucfts  in  the  'Weft  Indies. 
The  fleet  failed  from  Spithead  on  the  29th  of  March  in  three 
diviiions,  commanded  by  commodore   Kcppel,   Sir  Thomas 
Stanhope,  and  captain  Barton*    On  the  6th  of  April  a  wefterly 
wind  enabled  them  to  approach  the  coaft  of  France,  and  the 
commodore  detached  feveral  frigates,    with  orders  to  ftation 
themfelvcs  in  fuch  a  manner  as  might  intercept  the  enemy's 
communication  with  the  continent.     Next  morning  the  fleet 
paflcd  along  the  fouthem  (hore  of  the  iiland,  and  came  to  an 
anchor  in  the  great  road,  about  12  o'clock  at  noon.    The  com- 
manders agreed,  that  the  defcent  ought  to  be  made  on  the 
fouth-eaft  extremity  of  the  ifland,  near  the  Point  Lomaria. 
But,    in  order  to  amufe  the   enemy,  a  feint  was  made   to 
attack  the  citadel  of  Palais,  while  two  large  fliips  conveyed 
the  troops  to  the  intended  landing-place,  and  filenced  a  battefy 
which  the  enemy  had  there  ere^ed.     The  flat-bottomed  boats 
were  now  approaching  the  (hore,  and  about  260  had  afiually 
landed  under  the  command  of  major  Purcel  and  captain  Ofborne, 
when  the  enemy,  fuddenly  appearing  on  the  heights,  poured  in 
fuch  a  fevere  fire  as  threw  them  into  the  utmoft  confufion,  and 
intimidated  the  reft  of  the  troops  from  landing.     Captain  Of- 
borne,  at  the  head  of  60  grenadiers,  advanced  with  great  intre- 
pidity fo  near  as  to  exchange  feveral  thrufts  with  the  French 
officer.     But  the  handful  of  men  which  he  commanded  were 
foon  overpowered  by  numbers.     He  himfelf,  as  well  as  major 
Purcel  and  two  fea-officers,  were  fhot,  and  the  attempt  ended 
with  the  lofs  of  above  500  killed,  wounded,  or  taken  prifoners. 
This  difcouraging  check  was  fucceeded  by  tempeftuous  weather^ 
which  did  confiderable  damage  to  the  large  veffels,  and  ftaved 
or  over fet  20  flat-bottomed  boats. 

Thefe  difaftersdid  not  difpirit  the  Englifh  commanders.  They 
determined  to  examine  the  whole  coaft,  in  order  to  find  a  place 
more  favourable  fgr  another  attack.     As  foon  as  the  weather 
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A.  D.  aiForded  them  the  profpcft  of  making  a  fecond  trial,  they  pitch'' 
*76i«  cd  on  a  place  near  the  above-mentioned  point  of  Lomaria, 
where  the  exceflive  fteepnefs  and  difficulty  of  the  rocks  had 
rendered  the  enemy  lefs  attentive  than  elfewhcre.  On  the  2  2d 
of  April,  in  the  morning,  the  troops  were  <lifpofed  in  flat-bot-> 
lomed  boats,  and  rowed  towards  different  parts  of  the  ifland  ; 
which  diAra^ed  the  French  operations,  and  obliged  them  to 
divide  their  forces.  Meanwhile  captain  Paterfon,  at  the  head 
of  Beauclerkfs  grenadiers,  and  captain  Murray,  with  a  detach* 
ment  of  marines,  landed  near  Lorn  aria,  mounted  the  precipice 
with  aftoniOiing  intrepidity,  and  fuftained  the  whole  fire  of 
the  enemy,  until  they  were  reinforced  by  the  approach  of  the 
greateft  part  of  the  Englifh  troops.  The  French  then  retired 
before  the  bayonets  of  the  Britifh  foldiers,  leaving  many  of 
their  wounded  companions  and  feveral  field-pieces.  Nor  was 
the  aAion  without  lofs  on  bur  fide.  Forty  men  were  killed^ 
and  many  more  wounded,  among  whom  were  colonel  Macken* 
7AC  and  captain  Murray  of  the  marines,  and  captain  Paterfon  of 
fieauclerk's  grenadiers,  who  loft  his  arm  in  the  engagement. 

The  whole  army  being  now  landed,  Mr.  de  St.  Croix  order- 
ed all  his  out-pods  to  repair  to  a  camp  under  the  walls  of  the 
town  of  Pabis,  where  he  determined  to  make  a  vigorous  de- 
fence, his  forces,  when  joined  by  the  militia  of  the  ifland, 
amounting  to  four  thoufand  men  fit  for  fervice.  On  the  23d  of 
April  the  Engliih  troops  were  formed  into  columns,  and  began 
their  march  towards  the  capital  of  the  ifland.  Next  day  general 
Hodgfon  ordered  a  detachment  of  light  horfe  to  take  poft  at 
Sauzon-;  and,  on  the  25th,  a  corps  of  infantry  took  pofTcffioa 
of  a  village  called  Bordilla ;  and  the  whole  army  intrenched  it- 
fclf  in  that  neighbourhood.  The  tcmpeftuous  weather  render- 
ing it  impoflible  to  bring  on  fhore  the  artillery  and  implements 
neceflary  in  a  fiege,  the  French  governor  feized  this  opportunity 
to  ereft  fix  redoubts  for  defending  the  avenues  of  Palais,  the 
citadel  of  which  had  been  planned  and  fortified  with  admirable 
'ikill  by  the  celebrated  Vauban.  General  Hodgfon,  compelled 
by  neceflity  to  defer  his  military  operations,  publiilied  a  manife- 
flo,  addrefled  to  the  inhabitants,  oflFering  them  the  free  enjoy- 
nicnt  of  their  religious  and  civil  rights,  provided  they  would 
(libmit  ihemfcJves  tP  the  procciSion  of  the  Engli(h  government; 
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an  alTurancc  whichf  had  confiderablc  cfFcfl  on  the  natives,  but  A.  IX 
produced  no  alteration  on  the  refolution  of  the  governor,  who,  17^** 
when  fummoned  to  furrender,  declared  he  was  determined  to 
defend  the  place  to  the  laft  extremity.  About  the  latter  end  of 
^pril  fome  mortars  being  brought  up,  began  to  play  upon  the 
town,  and  the  beOegers  broke  ground  on  the  ad  of  May.  The 
day  after,  in  the  evening,  the  enemy  attacked  the  trenches  with 
great  vigour,  and  threw  the  piquets  on  the  left  in  confufion> 
Notwithdanding  the  efforts  of  general  Crawford,  who  perform- 
ed every  thing  that  could  >, be  expected  from  the  bravery  and 
condud^  of  an  experienced  officer,  the  works  of  the  beiiegers 
were  deftroyed>  fevcral  hundreds  of  their  men  were  killed,  and 
the  general  with  his  two  aid^du-camps  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  The  French  did  not  attempt  to  pulhthe  advantage  any 
farther,  by  attacking  the  piquets  on  the  right,,  who  had  prepa- 
red to  give  them  a  warm  reception.  They  retired  after  their 
iirft  fuccefs,  and  allowed  the  Britifh  to  repair  the  damage  which 
they  bad  fuftained.  This  was  done  in  lefs  than  twenty»four 
hours,  and  a  redoubt  was  alfo  begun  on  the  right  of  the  works 
to  prevent  a  fecond  furprize. 

From  this  time  the  fiege  was  carried  on  with  the  utmoft  vi- 
gour j  and  the  beiieged  gave  fuch  continual  proofs  of  their 
courage  and  adivity,  as  confirmed  the  reputation  of  Mr.  de  St» 
Croix  for  a  gallant  officer,  confummate  in  the  art  of  war.  The 
enghieers  being  unanimouily  of  opinion  that  the  works  could 
not  be  properly  advanced  until  the  French  redoubts  (hould  be 
taken,  the  general  made  the  difpo£tion  for  that  purpofe  on  the 
J  3th.  The  attack  began  at  day-break,  with  four  pieces  of  can- 
non and  thirty  cohorns,  which  poured  a  terrible  fire  into  the 
redoubt  on  the  right  of  the  enemy's  fiank.  This  opened  a  way 
for  a  detachpient  of  marines,  fuftained  by  part  of  Loudon's 
regiment,  to  advance  to  the  parapet,  and,  with  fixed  bayonets, 
to  drive  the  French  from  the  works,  and  take  poffcffion  of  the 
poll.  Tire  other  redoubts  were  fucceffively  reduced  by  the 
Ame  detachment  reinforced  by  Colviirs  regiment,  and  the  cne*- 
my  were  compelled,  after  great  flaughtcr,  to  take  flieltcr  in 
the  citadel.  Such  was  the  ardour  of  the  aiTaiiants,  that  they 
entered  the  ftreets  of  Palais  pcU-mell  with  the  fugitives;  and 
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X  D«  haTiag  taken  pofleffion  of  the  town,  they  releafed  tfac  EngliA 

^7^^*  prifoneri  above-mentioned* 

The  defence  being  now  confined  intircly  to  the  citadel,  which 
conkl  hare  no  cooimanication  eidier  with  the  reft  of  the  ifland 
twr  with  the  continent  of  France,  it  was  evident  that  the  place 
muft  foon  be  obliged  to  furrendef  for  want  of  provifions.  Bat 
Mr.  de  St.  Croix  determined  to  fell  it  as  dearly  as  poffible,  and 
to  maintain  his  own  honour  at  lead,  if  he  could  not  the  poflH^ 
fion  of  the  citadel  of  Palais.  On  the  part  of  the  Enghlh  no* 
thing  was  negle£ied.  Parallels  were  finifhed,  barricadoes  made, 
batteries  eonftraded,  an  inceffant  fire  from  mortars  and  artille* 
ry  was  maintained  day  and  night,  from  the  i  jth  of  May  till  the 
ayih.  Then  the  fire  of  the  enemy  began  to  abate ;  by  the  end 
•  of  May  a  breach  was  made  in  the  citadel ;  and,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  indefatigable  induftry  of  the  governor  in  repairing  the 
damage,  the  fire  of  the  bciiegers  increafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
the  breach  became  pradicable  by  the  7th  of  June,  and  the 
place  was  apparently  no  longer  tenable.  Then  Mr.  de  St.  Croix 
capitulated  upon  terms  ^  not  unworthy  of  his  noble  defence^ 
and  the  garrifon  marched  out  with  the  honours  of  war. 

Thus  was  the  whole  ifland  of  Belletfle  reduced  under  the  Eng* 
lifli  government  after  a  defence  of  two  months,  in  the  courfe  q£ 
which  we  loft  eighteen  hundred  men  killed  and  wounded.  The 
lofs  moft  regretted  was  that  of  Sir  William  Williams,  a  young 
gentleman  of  great  talents  and  expeftations,  who  had  already 
made  a  difttnguifhed  figure  in  parliament.  He  was  the  third 
gentleman  of  fafhion,  whom,  in  this  war,  the  love  of  glory 
had  brought  to  an  honourable  death  in  hoftile  expeditions 
againft  the  coaft  of  France. 

Having  particularized  the  fuccefsful  operations  of  the  Britifh 
fquadrons  in  the  taking  of  Belleifle,  Dominica,  and-Pondicheny^ 
as  well  as  in  defeating  the  proje(h  which  the  French  meditated 
Bgainft  our  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  we  ihall  mention 
the  exploits  performed  by  fingle  cruizers  in  the  courfe  of  the  yeaf, 
tfnany  of  which  confer  the  higheft  honour  on  the  Britifll  flag«  Cap« 
tain  Elphinftone,  commander  of  the  Richmond  frigate,  of  32  guns 
and  220  men,  ftationed  on  the  coaft  of  Flanders,  being  infonn^^ 
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tA  that  a  French  frigate  called  the  Felicite  had  made  a  pri^e  of  A.  D.. 
anEnglifli  mcrchantmao,  failed  in  queft  of  the  enemy;  and  i7i^t. 
coming  in  fight  of  her,  about  eleven  at  night  on  the  23d,  a  fe* 
Tere  engagement  began  next  day,  about  ten  in  the  mornings 
near  Gravefande;  which  is  but  eight  miles  dtftant  from  the 
Hague.  The  vicinity  of  th^  place  induced  the  young  prince  of 
Orange,  as  well  as  the  ambafTadors  of  England  and  France,  to 
let  oat,  in  order  to  view  the  combat,  in  the  iflue  of  which,  as 
the  (hips  were  exa£lly  of  equal  force,  the  honour  of  the  two 
nations  was  materiaHy  interefted*  About  noon  both  (hipsran 
afhore,  along^^fide  of  each  other ;  and  in  this  fituation  the  fight 
continued  with  great  obAinacy,  till  the  French  abandoned  their 
quarters,  their  (hip  being  much  damaged,  the  captain  (lain,  an4 
above  100  men  killed  or  wounded.  The  Richmond  foon  float* 
ed,  without  fuftaining  any  Confiderable  hurt,  having  obtained 
the  viAory  at  the  expence  of  three  men  killed^  and  thirteen 
wounded.  The  French  ambafiador  loudly  exclaimed  againft 
this  attack  as  a  violation  of  the  Dutch  neutrality,  and  demand- 
ed fignal  reparation  for  the  infult  and  injury  which  his  coun« 
trymen  had  fuftained.  But  the  Dutch  at  that  time  did  not  think 
it  convenient  to  urge  their  remonftrances  with  vehemence^ 
and  they  were  anfwered  in  foch  a  manner  by  the  Britiih  am- 
bafiador as  prevented  any  difficulties  ariiing  between  the  two 
courts. 

On  the  23d  of  the  fame  month  captain  Hood,^  commanding 
the  Minerva  frigate  of  32  guns  and  220  men,  cruizing  in  the 
chops  of  the  channel,  defcried  a  large  (hip  of  two  decks  fteering 
to  the  weftward.  This  was  the  Warwick  of  60  g«ns  taken 
from  the  Engliih,  the  mod  boafted  capture  the  enemy  had  . « 
made  an  the  courfe  of  the  war.  She  had  formerly  carried  60, 
but  was  now  mounted  with  only  36  guns,  and  commanded  by 
Mr.  le  Verger  de  Belair.  Her  crew  amounted  to  about.  300 
men,  including  a  company  of  foldiers  intended  as  a  reinforce-. 
xnent  to  the  garrifon  of  Pondicherry.  Notwithflanding  her  fupe- 
riority,  captain  Hood  gave  chace,  and,  the  wind  blowing  a  fre(h 
cafieriy  gale,  he  came  up  with  her  at  20  minutes  pail  ten.  His 
«ttack  was  warmly  returned  ;  the  fire  on  both  fides  was  terrible. 
Several  mafts  of  both  iliips  were  (hot  away,  and  they  fell  foul 
of  one  another,  while  the  fea  ran  very  high  -,  fo  that  the  crews 
were  greatly  incumbered  by  their  broken  mafts  and  fliattcred 
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A,  D.  rigging.  The  high  fea  feparated  them,  and  the  Warwick  fc3 
1761.  to  leeward.  About  a  quarter  after  eleven  the  Minerva's  bow-^ 
fprit  was  carried  aw,ay,  and  the  fore-maft  foon  followed  iu 
This  mibfortune  naade  captxiu  Hood  almoft  defpair  of  coming 
.  up  with  the  enemy,  who  had  got  three  leagues  to  leeward. 
However,  he  cleared  his  ihip  with  incredible  a£livicy,  and^ 
bearing  down,>  renewed  the  attack  about  four  f^'clock-  In  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  the  enemy  (Iruck,  having  thirteen  men  kiU 
led  and' thirty-five  wounded.  Tlie  lof^  of  men  was  equal  ox> 
board  the  Minerva,  and  all  her  mads  were  deftroyed;.neverthc- 
kfs,  her  prize  was  conveyed  in  triumph  to  Spithcad.  On  the 
8th  of  the  fame  month  captain  Hood  bad  taken  the  Ecurell 
privateer  belonging  to  BayonRe,  of  14  guns  and  122  men. 

On  the  1 3th  of  March  another  French  fhip  called  the  Entre- 
prenant,  buih  for  44  guns,  but  mounted  with  26,  having  zoo 
n^en  on  board  and  a  rich  cargo^  bound  for  St.  Domingo^  was 
encountered  nt?ar  the  Land's-end  by  the  Vengeance  frigate  com- 
manded by  captain  Nightingale.  The  Vengeance  was  mount- 
ed  with  26  guns,  nine  and' four  pounders,  and  carried  200  men. 
There  was  a  great  difparlty  in  the  iize  of  the  ihips  and  in  the 
weight  of  metal.  But  the  Engliih  captain,^  as  uAial,  gave  cbace, 
and  got  up  with  the  enemy  at  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon^ 
The  action  was  maintained  on  both  iide»  with  uncommon  fury, 
and  continued  for  near  an  hour,  during  which  time  the  Ven- 
geance being  fct  on  fire,  the  Entrcprenant  ran  her  bowfprit  up- 
pon  the  tatiaril  of  the  EngliOi  frigate,  with  an  intention  to  hoard 
her..  In  this  delsgn,  however,  the  French  mifcarried  through  the 
Ikill  and  a6livity  of  captain  Nightingale,  who  found  means  to 
clear  himfelf,  and  flood  to  leeward,  in  order  to  repair  his  riggings 
The  fhip  was  no  fooner  in  proper  condition  than  he  ranged  clofe^ 
up  again  to  the  enemy^  whoTe  fire  was  ftill  dire£led  againft  the 
rigging  of  the  Englifli  frigate,  which,  after  this  fecond  attacK 
had  laded  above  an  hour,  being  again  difabled,  allowed  the  ene- 
my to  fliccF  off,  and  bear  away.  But  the  Englifh^a  fecond  time 
repaired  their  damage,  wore  {]iip,.ran  up  within  piftol-fliot,  and 
began  a  third  attack  more  furious  than  any  of  the  preceding^ 
The  engagement  continued  an  hour  and  an  half  before  the  En- 
Ireprenant  called  for  quarter.     She  had  15  men  killed,  and  24 
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^vounded.  The  Vengeance  had  an  equal  number  wounded,  but  A.  D. 
•only  fix  men  kUled.  i?^^- 

Thcfe  lofles  did  not  complete  the  misfortunes  of  the  French 
navy,  during  the  prcfent^ear,  in  the  Britifh  fcas.  In  AprlJ,  a 
French  frigate  called  theComcfce,  of  32  guns,  and  250  men, 
juft  failed  from  lircft,  was  taken  by  captain  Deene  of  the^Bed- 
•fbrd  man  of  war,  afld  conveyed  fafely  into  Portfmouth,  About 
the  fame  time  captain  Bograveof  the  Albany  floop  of  16  guns 
^nd  125  men,  came  up  with  the  Phcafaiit  frigate,  of  equal 
^brce,  after  a  chacc  of  28  hours.  The  French  captain,  having  ,0 
thrown  hjs  guns  overboard,  ftruck  as  foon  as  the  Albany  canve  . 
along-iide  of  him,  and  the  prize  was  carried  into  Spithead.  In 
the  courfe  of  the  fame  month  a  large  Eaft  India  fliip,  fitted  out 
from  France,  with  28  guns  and  350  men,  fell  in  with  the  Hero 
and  the  Vcnuf,  commanded  by  the  captains  Fortefcuc  and 
•Harrifon,  and,  being  taken  without  oppofition,  was  carried  in- 
-to  Plymouth, 

The  fame  fpirit  of  entcrprize  ami  aflivity  drftlngulflied  tb« 
cruizers  belonging  to  the  fquadron  commanded  by  vice-admiral 
-Saunders  in  the  Mediterranean.    In  the  beginning  of  April  the 
Oriflamme,  a  French  ihip  of  40  guns,  being  off  Cape  Tres 
Yoreas,  was  defbried  by  the  Ids  of  50  guns,  commanded  by 
captain  Wheeler.     The  Englifly  captain  gave  chace,  and  came 
-ijp  with  theenemy  about -fix  in  theevening  5  but  the  Frencl%- 
.fiian,  having  the  advantageof  the  wind,  maintained  a  running 
iight  till  half  paft  ten,  during  which  captain  "VVheclcr  unfortu- 
-nately  was  fliot.    The  command*  devolved  on  lieutenant  Cun- 
ningham, who  perceiving  it  to  be  the  enemy's  intention  to  reach, 
4f  jx>frible,  the  neutral  coaft  of  Spain,  ordered  his  men  to  board 
her,  which  was  done  with  great  bravery;  and,  her  commander 
in  a  fliort  time'fubmitting,  (he  was  brought  into  the  bay  of  Gi- 
braltar.    Tiie  number  of  her  killed  and  wounded  amounted  to 
45  :  the  lofe  of  the  Ills  did  not  exceed  foi^  killed,  and  nine 
wounded.     The  next  adion  in  rhofe  feas  was  much  more  de- 
iVruftivc  to  the  BritiHi  failors.  The  Thunderer,  captain  Proby, 
in  company  with  the  Modefte,  Thetis,  and  Favourite  floop, 
cruized  olF  the  coaft  of  Spain,  with  a  view  to  intercept  the  AchiU 
Ics  and  BouiFon,  two  French  fhips  of  war,  which  lay  in  the  har^ 
hQUT  of  Cadiz.     Thcfe  were  defcried  on  the  1 0th  of  July  by  th« 
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A.  D.  Britifli  flii|>8,  which  gave  them  chacc.  The  Thunderer  came  np 
^^6i.  with  the  Achilles  about  midnight,  and,  after  a  (hort  but  warm 
sAion  of  half  an  hour,  obliged  the  enemy  to  (Irike,  The  French 
had,  on  this  occafioo,  fired  their  guns  with  more  effedl  than 
ufual ;  for  in  the  Englifh  (hip  40  men  were  killed,  and  upwards 
of  1 00  wounded :  among  the  latter  was  the  captain.  The  The* 
lis  purf>4?d  the  Bouffon,  but  could  not  bring  her  to  an  engage- 
ment till  feven  next  morning.  The  engagement  was  maintained 
on  both  fuies  with  great  impetuofity  for  the  fpace  of  half  «i 
hour,  when  the  Modelle  ranging  up,  and  thus  putting  the 
French  (hip  between  two  fires,  compelled  her  to  fubmir.  The 
Ti£lors  carried  their  prices,  which  had  been  much  danugcd  in 
their  rigging,  and  fuffcred  great  lofs  in  their  crews,  into  the  baf 
of  Gibraltar, 

Tbefe  advantageous  captures  were  preludes  to  one  of  the  moft 
remarkable  and  glorious  actions  that  diftinguifhed  the  whole 
war.  On  the  loth  of  Auguft  captain  Faulkner  of  the  Bdlona, 
9  Oiip  of  the  line,  and  captain  L<^ieof  the  Brilliant,  a  frigate  of 
30  guns,  failed  from  the  river  Tagus  for  £ngUnd,  and  on  the 
1 4th  difcovered  three  fail  (landing  in  for  the  land,  one  of  the 
]ine  of  battle,  and  two  frigates,  Thefe  veilels  had  no  fooner 
defcried  captain  Faulkner,  than  they  bore  down  upon  him  until 
within  the  diftance  of  feven  miles,  when  feeing  the  Bellona  and 
th^  Brilliant  through  the  magnifying  medium  of  a  hazy  atmo* 
fphere,  they  concluded  they  were  both  two- decked  fliips,  and» 
dreading  the  iiTue  of  an  engngement,  refolved  to  avoid  it  by  flight. 
The  Engli(h  captains  1  judging  ibem  to  be  enemies  by  their  crowd* 
ing  fail  to efcape,  immediately  chaced,  which  continued  all  night. 
At  five  in  the  morning  they  approached  fo  near  as  co  difcem  the 
Courageux,  a  74  gun  ihip,  and  two  frigates  of  36  guns,  the  Ma* 
licieufe  and  the  Hermione.  The  French  captain  now  perceived^ 
that  one  of  the  £ng1i(h  veiTels  was  a  frigate ;  and  the  Bellona^ 
being  one  of  the  beil;  condruAed  (hips  in  the  Englifli  navy,  lay^ 
fo  flufh  in  the  water,  that  (he  appeared  at  a  dlAance  confider- 
sbly  fmaller  than  (he  really  was.  The  Frenchman,  therefore^ 
no  longer  dccnncd  the  engngement,  but  hoided  a  red  enfign  in 
the  mizen-dirouds  ns  a  fignal  for  his  two  frigates  to  clofe  with 
^nd  attack  the  Brilliant.  At  the  fame  time  he  took  in  his  ftud-  ~ 
ding  failsj;  wore  iliip^  and  (lood  for  the  Bellona,  while  captain 
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Faulkner  advanced  with  an  eafy  fail,  manned  his  quarters^  and  A.  D. 
made  every  oeceilary  difpofuion  for  an  obdinate  engagement.     1 7O1. 

Both  commanders  had  a  £ur  opportunity  to  meafure  their 
firength  and  abilities.  The  wind  was  gentle,  the  fea  calm ;  the 
ihips  were  of  equal  rates,  their  guns  and  weight  of  metal  the 
fame  The  Courageux  had  700  men^  the  Bellona  550.  While 
the  Tcflels  came  up  with  each  other,  the  fire  was  fufpended  on 
both  fides  till  they  were  within  piftol-(hot.  The  engagement 
then  began  with  a  dreadful  fire  of  muikets  and  artillery.  In 
leis  than  ten  minutes  all  the  Bellona's  braces,  fhrouds,  and  rig- 
ging, were  tore  and  ihattered,  and  her  mizen-maft  went  by  the 
board,  with  the  men  on  the  round  top,  who  faved  their  lives 
with  much  difficulty,  by  clambering  into  the  port-holes.  Cap« 
tainTaulkner,  apprehenfive  that  the  enemy  would  feize  the  op- 
portunity of  his  being  difabled,  to  iheer  off*,  gave  orders  for  im- 
mediate boarding ;  but  the  Courageux,  by  falling  athwart  the 
bow  of  her  enemy,  rendered  this  altogether  impraAicable.  In 
this  poGtion  the  £ngli(h  fhip  might  be  raked  fore  and  aft  with 
great  execution.  The  haul- yards,  and  mod  of  the  other  ropes 
by  which  ihe  could  be  worked,  were  already  (hot  away,  fiut 
captain  Faulkner  made  ule  of  the  ftudding  fails  with  fuch  dex- 
terity as  to  wear  the  fhip  quite  round ;  and  his  officers  and  men, 
perceiving  thb  change  of  pofition,  flew  to  the  guns  on  the  other 
fide,  now  oppofed  to  the  enemy,  from  which  they  poured  a 
terrible  dtfcharge,  which  continued  twenty  minutes  without 
intermiffion  or  abatement.  The  fire  became  fo  intolerable  that 
the  French  hauled  down  their  enfign,  and  called  for  quarter. 
The  damage  done  to  the  rigging  of  the  Bellona  was  conGder* 
Mc ;  but  fhe  had  fuffered  very  little  in  the  hull,  and  the  num« 
ber  of  the  killed  and  wounded  did  not  exceed  forty.  The  Cou- 
rageux, on  the  other  hand,  appeared  like  a  wreck  on  the  wa- 
ter. Nothing  was  feen  but  her  fore-mad  and  bowfprit ;  her 
decks  were  torn  up  in  fieveral  places,  and  large  breaches  were 
made  in  her  fides.  Above  aao  of  her  men  were  killed,  and 
half  that  number  of  wouinled  were  brought  on  fhore  at  Lifbon, 
to  which  place  the  prize  was  conveyed. 

During  the  aftion  between  the  larger  fiiips,  captain  Logic  of 
the  Brilliant  had  difplayed  the  moft  Ggnal  courage  and  addrefs. 
He  could  not  attempt  to  bpard;^  or  cxpeA  to  make  prize  of  two 
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A.  D.  fiiips,  each  of  which  was  of  equal  ftrcngth  with  his  own.  Bift 
1 761.  he  fo  managed  his  attack  and  defence  as  to  keep  the  two  Frcncit 
frigates  continually  employed,  and  to  prevent  either  of  thctit 
from  giving  the  fmalicft  affiftance  to  the  Courageux.  Finally^ 
he  obliged  them  both  to  fhccr  olF,  and  to  confult  their  fafcty  by 
flight,  after  they  had  fuffered  confiderably  in  their  mafb  and 
rigging. 

In  all  the  engagements  which  we  have  defcribcd  the  advan- 
tnge  was  continually  on  the  fide  of  the  Englifh.  The  French 
neither  managed  their  (hips  with  that  facility,  nor  fought  their 
guns  with  that  dexterity  and  fkill,  which  appeared  in  all  the 
operations  of  their  opponents.  Their  aukwardnefs  in  working 
iliip  may  be  afcribcd  to  inexperience;  but  their  inferiority  in 
managing  their  guns,  it  is  impofiible  to  refer  to  any  fuch  caufe. 
The  French  failors  are  regularly  taught  the  praftical  pnrt  of 
gunnery,  an  advantage  which  the  Englifh,  in  genera],  have  lit- 
tle opportunity  to  acquire.  But  even  here  the  Britifh  feamcn 
shewed  themfelves,  on  every  occafion,  fuperior  to  the  enemy  \ 
A  fuperiority  owing,  not  to  their  education  or  difeipllne,  but  to 
that  bravery  and  refolution  which  never  forfukethem  in  the  mo- 
ment of  danger,  but  allow  them  to  remain  in  full  pofTcflion  of 
their  faculties  at  a  time  when  the  French  are  rendered  incapable, 
through  fear,  of  any  vigorous  exertion  either  of  min^  or  body. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  year  1761  the  French  loft  117  privateers 
and  armed  merchantmen,  which  mounted  698  carriage-guns 
and  239  fwivels,  and  carried  5S76  men,  exclufive  of  four  In- 
diamen,  of  which  the  cargoes  were  valued  at  near  400,000 
pounds,  and  many  unarmed  mercbant-fliips.  Their  royal  navy 
was  deprived  of  fix  fhips  of  the.  line  and  eight  frigates,  which 
together  carried  -63 6  guns  and  6240  men.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
iamc  year  the  Engliih  loft  814  merchantmen,  a  proportion  of 
three  to  one,  which  arofe  from  the  inattention  of  the  Englifh 
veflels  to  the  orders  of  the  convoys  fent  to  proteft  them,  from 
the  immcnfe  numbers  of  them  which  covered  the  feas,  and  from 
the  enemy's  venturing  the  whole  remains  df  their  ftrength  in 
privateers  fitted  out  in  order  to  interrupt  our  commercial  naviga- 
tion.  Among  all  the  vcflels  that  were  taken  we  find  but  one  of 
any  confiderable  value,  the  Ajax  Eaft  Indiaman,  captain  Lind- 
fey  from  Bengal,  valued  at  2co,ooo  pouods.     Excepting  the 
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VTarwick,  which*  was  retaken,  the  royal  navy  loft  but  one  fmall  A.  D, 
iFeflei,  the  Speedwell  cutter  of  eight  guns;  and  the  captain  was  1761* 
lionourably  acquitted  by  a  court*martial,  who  were  unanimoufly 
of  opinion,  that  the  faid  cutter,,  being  taken  in  the  harbour  of 
Vigo,  was  an  illegal  capture.  There  is  a  circumilance  which 
ihews  in  a  clearer  light  than  the  number  of  captures,  the  ge- 
neral refult  of  the  naval  advantages  obtained  by  Great  Britain. 
Kotwlthftanding  the  various  exchanges  made  by  cartel  ftiips  in 
the  courfe  of  the  year,  we  i^ill  retained  in  oor  poiTefiion  upwards 
of  25,000  French  prifoners ;  whereas  the  number  of  Englifh 
prifoners  in  France  did  not  exceed  1 200. 

Notwithftanding  many  fpirited  exertions  of  the  Engliflinavy  176Z* 
in  the  year  I76r,  it  is  obvious,  that  the  navaf  as  well  as  the  mi* 
litary  operations  of  Great  Britain  had  continued  gradually  to 
languifh  during  the  courfe  of  two  years.  The  French,  like  ruin- 
'  cd  gamefters,  had  little  more  to  lofe,  and  the  fmailnefs  of  the 
ftsike  produced  a  degree  of  phlegm  and  indifference  in  the  vic- 
tors^ whicb  deprived  them  of  their  wonted  a^Slivicy.  Belldes 
this,  all  their  external  glory  could  not  alleviate  their  domeftic 
fuflferings.  Great  Britain  groaned  under  a  burden  of  an  hdndrcd 
millions,  without  enjoying  any  other  confolation  than  that  of 
feeing  her  opponent  as  n>uch  indebted,  and  more  exh^uftcd^ 
than  herfelf.  Had  the  parties,  therefore,  been  left  to  their  own 
ilrength  and  refources,  there  would  fpeedily  have  been  an  end 
of  the  conteft.  But  France,  by  a  dexterity  of  negociation,  of 
which  there  is  hardly  an  example  in  hlftory,  acquired,  at  the 
end  of  a  moft  ruinous  war,  fuch  a  powerful  and  hearty  alTi tr- 
ance as  afforded  her  the  faireft  hopes  of  retrieving  all  her  mif- 
fortunes.  We  have  already  hinted  at  the  partiality  of  Spain  iu 
the  caufc  of  our  enemies,  and  the  motives  of  her  uneafinefs  at 
the  unexampled  fuccefe  of  the  Britifh  arms.  Thcfe  were  heigh- 
tened by  the  i;itrigues  of  the  French  ambaffador  at  rhe  court  of 
Madrid  ;  fo  that  while  our  artful  and  ambitious  rival  \v?.s  nei;o- 
ciating  a  treaty  at  London,  and  fccmcd  dcfirous  of  prccuriiig 
the  blelTmgs  of  peace  by  the  moft  humiliating  conceflions,  her 
minifter  at  the  Spaniih  court  was  employed  in  fuch  meafures  as, 
inftead  of  cxtinguidiing  the  flames  of  war,  tended  to  fpread 
them  more  widely,  and  to  make  them  rage  with  redoubled 
fury.  Every  conccffion  on  the  part  of  France  was  a  new  incen- 
tive 
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A.  D.  tifc  to  tbe  animo&t^  of  Spain.  When  the  negoctation  of  clitf 
1 762.  peace,  therefore,  feemed  neareft  to  a  conduGon,  it  was  prccifeijr 
at  that  time  the  fartheft  remoTcd  from  an  happy  iiTue ;  for  then 
was  the  moment  for  Spain  to  interpofe,  and,  at  one  explofioo, 
to  blow  up  the  whole  bails  of  the  treaty.  Along  with  a  very 
agreeable  plan  for  an  accommodation,  Mr,  BuiTy,  the  French 
agent  at  London,  delivered  a  private  memorial,  fignifytng,  that, 
in  order  to  eftablifh  the  peace  npon  the  moft  folid  foundation^ 
it  might  be  proper  to  invite  the  king  of  Spain  to  guaranty  and 
confirm  it ;  and  for  this  purpoiie  it  would  be  neccilary  finally 
to  adjuft  the  differences  which  fubfifted  between  the  crowns  cf 
Spain  and  England.  He  condcfcended  on  three  points  which 
had  been  difputed  between  thefe  crowns,  the  reftitucion  of  the 
captures  which  had  been  made  on  the  Spanifli  flag,  the  privilege 
of  the  SpantOi  nation  to  fiih  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland^ 
and  the  demoUtion  of  the  Englifh  fettlements  made  in  the  bay 
of  Honduras. 

When  thefe  unexpeAdd  propofals  were  made,  the  manly  fpi* 
rit  of  Mr.  Pitt  rejeded,  with  the  utmoft  fcoro,  the  idea  of  ne« 
gociating  the  difputes  of  his  nation  with  Spain,  a  power  with 
which  we  were  aAually  at  peace,  through  the  medium  of  an 
enemy  humbled  and  almoft  at  our  feet.  He  called  on  the  Spa« 
nifii  ambafiador  to  difavow  this  extraordinary  memorial^  which 
was  equally  infolent  and  irregular,  as  matters  of  fu<ii  high  mo* 
ment,  relating  to  the  interefts  of  Spain,  ought  not  to  have  been 
propofed  by  a  French  agent,  commiflioned  to  negociate  a  parti« 
cular  and  di(lin£t  bufinefs,  when  the  Spaniards  had  an  ambafifa* 
dor  refiding  in  London,  from  whom  no  intimation  of  thefe  mat* 
ters  had  been  previoufly  received.  But  the  Spaniard,  when  thus 
called  upon,  inftead  of  difavowing,  openly  acknowledged  and 
juftified  the  (lep  taken  by  Mr.  de  Bufly.  He  declared,  that  the 
kings  of  France  and  of  Spain  were  united  not  only  by  the  ties 
of  blood  but  by  a  mutual  intereft.  He  magnified  the  humanity 
and  greatnefs  of  mind  which  his  mofl  Chriftian  majeily  demon* 
ftrated  in  the  propofition  which  had  fo  unjuftly  given  ofience* 
He  infiiled  much  on  the  fincere  defire  of  peace,  the  only  motive 
which  influenced  the  condu£l  of  the  two  monarchs,  and  con- 
cluded haughtily,  that,  if  his  mafter  had  been  governed  by 
any  other  principles,  "  hU  Catholic  roajcfty,  giving  fujl  fcopc  to 
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^^  his  gtreatnefs,  would  hare  fpoken  firom  himfelf^  and  as  be-  A.  D. 
*«"  came  hid  dignity.^  1 7^?- 

Mr;  Pitt  had  penetration  enough  to  fee  through  the  veil  that 
covered  this  hoftile  declaration.  He  perceived,  that  there  was  a 
perfect  union  of  affeflionsi  interefis,  and  cobncils  between  ih^ 
two  courts;  that  Spain  muft  inevitably  coincide  with  all  the 
meafurcs  of  France ;  and  that,  if  (lie  deferred  to  declare  war,  it 
tras  only  fot*  her  own  convenience,  and  efpecially  becaufe  ihe 
waited  the  arrival  of  her  flota  from  America.  Totally  poflefTed 
with  this  idea,  the  minifter  determined  to  a£l  with  a  magnani- 
mity becoming  the  dignity  of  his  nation. 

Great  Britain  was  (ingularly  circumllanced  at  this  period  of 
lime.  She  had  carried  on  a  continental  war  agaiuft  France^ 
Auftria,  the  Etnpire^  Kuffiai  in  a  word,  all  the  great  northern 
powers  on  the  continent.  She  had  deftroyed  the  marine^  the 
commerce,  and  the  colonies  of  France;  The  interference  of 
Spain  alone  was  wanting  to  fet  her  at  war  with  all  the  great 
powers  of  Europe ;  atid  »Spain  is  precifely  that  country  again  (I: 
which  ihe  can  at  all  times  contend,  with  the  faireft  pfofpeA  of 
aclvantage  and  honour.  That  extenSve  monarchy,  though  vigo^- 
l-ous  at  the  extremities,  is  cxhaufled  at  the  heart ;  her  refources 
lie  at  a  great  diftancei  and  whatever  power  commands  the 
Ofcan,  may  command  the  wealth  and  commerce  of  Spaini 

The  fituation  of  Great  Britain^  as  well  as  the  chara£ter  of  the 
minifter,  foared  above  the  timid  policy  which  commonly  prevails 
in  modem  courts.  There  was  not  only  a  great  man>  but  a  gteat 
occafion,  which  is  often  wanting  to  a  great  man  to  difplay  th^ 
fall  force  of  his  mind.  Mr.  Pitt  aflTef  ted^  with  the  magnanimous* 
patriotifm  of  an  ancient  Roman,  that,  defpiiing  ufeleis  ceremo- 
nies and  inGgnificant  forms^  we  ought  to  confider  the  evaiions 
of  the  Spanifii  court  as  a  I'efufal  of  fatisfaftion,  and  that  refufai 
as  a  fufficient  declaration  of  war ;  we  ought  therefbrt;,  from  pru- 
dence as  well  as  from  fpirit,  to  fecure  to  ourfelves  the  firil  biow 
by  interrupt ing^he  Spanifli  refources  in  their  arrival  to  £urope» 
and  by  the  fame  early  and  effective  meafures,  which  had  redu- 
ced France  to  a  dependence  on  Spain,  difablc  Spain  from  giving 
aiTti^ance  to  France.  Ihis  procedure  was  fuited  to  the  offended 
majefty  of  the  Britifli  empire,  and  would  teach  Spain  and  every 
other  power  the  danger  of  prcfuming  todiftate  in  our  aff'airs,  or 
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A.  D.  to  intermeddle  with  a  nacnacing  mediationt  as  infidious  aa  irwti^ 
1 16 1*  audacious.    He  would  allow  our  enemies^  whether  fecrct  or  de^ 
clared,  no  time  to  think.and  recoiled  themfdves. 

The  feotiments  of  Mr.  Pitt  fhocked  the  delicacy  of  his  coI» 
leagues  in  aJminiftration.  They  talked  of  the  chimerical heroifm 
erf  unneeefiarily  entering  on  at  war,  and  of  feeking  new  ene- 
mies, while  na  mention  was  made  of  new  allies,  nor  indeed  of 
any  new  refource  whatfoever..  To  plunge  inio  fuch  meafures- 
could  not  fail  to  alarm  and  fcandaiize  all  Europe.  The  Spanifh. 
kiug's  partiality  in  favour  of  France  wa»  ftill  doubtful ;  but  had 
we  real  caufe  not  only  for  fufpicion  but  complaint,  the  law  o£ 
nations  and  of  reafon  requires,  that  recourfe  (liould  be  had  to 
cxpofluUti^n,  and  demands  of  fatisfaftion.  If  thefe  failed  of 
fiiccefs,  thea  is  the  time  to^take  up  arms,  after  employing  the 
forms  univerfally  acknowledged  among  civilized  nations  as  ne- 
ccflary  to  difynguiri)  lawful  war  from  lawleis  violence  and  op-- 
prefTion,  This  unrcnfonable  oppofition  tranfported  the  minifter 
beyond  the  bounds  of  moderation.  He  affirmed,  "  That  this 
•^  was  the  time  for  humbling  the  whole  houfe  of  Bourbon ;  that, 
««  if  this  opportunity  were  let  (lip,  it  might  never  be  recovered^ 
^  and,  if  he  could  not  prevail  in  this  inilance,  he  was  refolved 
^  to  fit  no  longer  ia  that  council ;  that  being  called-  to  the  xxxw 
^  niflry  by  the  voice  of  the  people,  to  whom  he  wat.accoum- 
^  able  for  his  coadu^Vy.he  would  not  remain  in  a.Ctuation  which 
"  made  him  refponfible  for  meafures  which  he  was  not  permit- 
^  ted  to  guide."  Accordingly  he  rcfigned  the  feals^  the  9th 
of  October,  and  his  colleagues  continued  ce  negociate  by  means 
of  lord  Brifk)],  ambaflador  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  for  near 
two  months  longer*  Mr.  Wall,  the  prime  minifter  of  Spain^ 
was  repeatedly  folicited,,  in  moderate  and  iikoffenfive  terms,  to 
difclofe  the  nature  of  the  treaty,  which,  asthe  PVench-induftri- 
*  oufly  circukited,  had  takenplace  among  all  the  different  branch*^ 
es  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  As  often  as  the  qucftlon  was  pro- 
pofcd,  ic  was  artfiiliy  avoided.  At  length,  lord  Briflol  being 
inftru£led  to  make  the  demanci  with  greater  force,  Mr.  Wall 
entered  into  a  long  and  bitter  complaint  againfl  England,  accufed 
her  of  infolence  and  ambition,  of  a  boundlefs  defire  of  conqueft 
a(nd  dominion,  and  of  having  (liown  to  the  world,  by  the  haugh« 
tinds  of  hec  late  grooesding^^  that  Qic  intended  to  drive  the 
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French  from  all  their  poflefTions  in  the  new  world  that  (he  A.©, 
might  have  an  cafier  talk  in  fcizing  the  Spanifh  dominions  in  ^7^^* 
thofe  parts;  that  he  would  be  the  man  to  advife  the  king  of 
Spain  nottofuffcr  his  territories  to  be  invaded,  without  arming 
Ills  fubjedis  in  their  defence.  As  to  thequeftion  whrich  had  been 
"fo  often  put  to  him,  he  gave  no  other  reply,  but  that  fhe  king 
his  mailer  had  thought  proper  to  renew  his  family  compass;;     ' 
and  then,  as  if  he  had  gone  farther  than  he  was  authorized,  he 
Tuddenly  changed  the  difcourfe,  and  continued  his  declamatory 
invedlive  againil  Great  Britain.     This  was  tlie  happy  efFeft  of 
the  meafures  of  the  Englifli  rainiflry,  whofe  forbearance  and 
good  breeding  were  repaid  by  infult  and  reproach.     At  length 
their  patience  ferfook  them  ;  they  pcrceT\«ed  that  longer  mode- 
ration wotAd  be  conftrued  into  fear,  ;ind  they  fent  orders  to  lord 
Briftol  to  renew  his  inftances  concerning  the  treaty  with  be* 
coming  firmnds,  while  at  the  fame  time  he  (ignified^  that  a  re- 
fuial  to  difclofe  its  contfcnts^  or  to  drfavow  an  intention  to  take 
part  with  our  enemies,  "would  be  cofifidered  as  an  aggrcffion  on 
the  part  of  Spain,  and  an  abfdlute  declaration  of  war.     The  de- 
mand wafs  -made  in  the  precipe  terms  of  the  order,  anJ  then  the 
pride  of  Spain  tore  afunder  that  veM  whrich  her  policy  had  fo 
iong  thought  proper  to  afflume.     Her  flota  was  by  this  time  fafc 
in  the  harbour  of  "Cadiz.  She  was  now  fecurc  as  to  her  intercft, 
ancj  coufd  -give  full  fcope  to  her  refcntment.     Mr.  Wall,  thcrc- 
ibre,  rfepHcd  to  the  Englifh  requifition    in   thcfs  memorable 
vords :  <*  That  the  fpirit  of  haughtinefs  and  difcord,  •whtctt 
**  diftated  this  i neon fi derate. demand  of  the  Englifh  miniftry, 
^  and  which,  for  the  misfortune  of  mankind,  ftill  reigns  fo 
**  much  in  the  firitifh  government,  is  what  has  made  the  decla- 
•«  ration  of  war;  that  in  that  moment  the  war  was  declaredl, 
««  when  the  king's  dignity  was  attacked:*,  and  that  the  Englifh 
^  ambafTador  might  return  how  and  when  he  thought  proper.** 
The  earl  of  Briftol -quitted  Madrid  the  17th  of  Dv?cembcr4 
and  foon  after  the  Spanifh  BnTbaiTadar  left  London*     Europe 
-was  thus  plunged  into  a  sew  war  by  the  very  means  whridi  had 
Jseen  ufed  to  draw  her  oat  of  an  old  one.     A  mere  pun£tilio,  if 
^t  can  poffibly  believe  Mr.  Wall,  was  the  motive  which  weigh- 
ed with  his  mailer  and  himfelf,  and  prompted  Iheir  humane 
4;B8gnanimitj  to  involve  one  half  of  Europe  in  difcord  and  mife- 
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A.  D.  ry.  But  whoever  diligently  attends  tQ  the  meafures  of  the  Spa* 
i?^^-  nifh  court  from  the  tnetnorial  prefented  by  Mr.  de  Bu^.to  the 
final  anfwer  of  Mr.  WaU»  will  percei?e»  that  their  motives  to 
boAility  were  of  a  nature  more  fcrious  and  in^portant.  The  in^ 
full  o^crcd  to  the  king's  honour  in  the  queilion  propofed  by 
]ord  BriOoI)  might  have  been  eafiiy  done  away.  Spain  might  have 
required  England  to  difavow  the  proceedings  of  her  ambaiT^ort' 
a  requeft  \Yhich>  upon  fufficient  fecurity  of  the  pacific  intention^ 
q{  the  former,  the  latter  would  readily  have  granted.  But  tho 
infult  to  (he  king's  honour  was  (leld  out  as  a  pretence  for  coming 
to  a  fuptiTe  at  a  time  which  feemed  to  fuit  the  interefls  of  {ipain. 
The  real  caufc  of  the  war  was  her  partiality  for  the  French,  her 
nneadnefs  at  feeing  the  elded  branph  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon 
reduced  to  extremity,  and  her  jcaloufy  of  the  growing  power  of 
England,  whofe  renown  offended  her  pride,  ^d  whofe  nava\ 
greatnefs  threatened  the  fafety  of  her  diftant  dominions.  It  ap« 
)»eared,  however,  to  Mr.  Wall,  to  be  belaw  the  dignity  of  the 
tjpanifh  monarch  to  avow  reafous  of  difguftf  in  which  fear  ieem* 
ed  to  have  ;^ny  ilure.  He  therefore  diretled  the  count  de  Fo-* 
entes  hi3  ambalTador  at  London,  to  carry  on  the  farce,  andj, 
l)efore  he  left  the  Englifh  court,  to  pqUilh  a  paper  or  manifefto^ 
in  which  he  aQigns,  as  the  only  caufe  of  the  rupture,  theinfult* 
ing  manner  in  which  the  affairs  of  Spain  had  been  treated  during 
Mr.  Pitt's  admini(tratioi;.  He  declares  to  the  Britifli  king,  ta 
the  Englifh  nation,  and  to  the  whqle  univerfe,  that  the  horrors 
pf  w^r,  into  which  the  Spaniards  and  Engliih  are  going  to  plunge 
thcmfelves,  mud  be  attributed  only  to  the  immeafurableambitioa 
Of  him  who  held  the  reins  of  the  government,  and  who  appears 
iViil  to  hold  them,  although  by  another  hand ;  that,  if  ^hc  rc- 
fpcft  due  to  royal  majcfty  had  been  regarded,  explanation^  might 
have  been  had  without  any  difficulty :  the  minifters  of  Spain 
might  have  faid  frankly  to  thofe  of  England  what  the  count  d^ 
Fucntes,  by  the  king's  exprcfs  orders,  declares  publicly,  wa. 
that  the  much-talked-of  treaty  is  only  a  convention  betwt;en  the 
niembers  of  t^e  family  of  Bourbon,  wherein  there  is  nothing 
that  has  the  lead  relation  to  the  prefent  war;  that  there  is  aa 
article  for  the  mutual  guaranty  of  the  dominions  of  the  two  fo- 
Tweigns,  but  it  is  fpecified  therein,  that  that  guaranty  is  not  to 
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he  uoderftood  bat  of  the  dominionB  whicb  Ihall  remain  to  France  A.  IX 
after  the  prefent  war  fhall  be  ended.  f^l62* 

Thi«  extraordinary  paper,  ^hich  may  be  called  the  king  of 
Spain's  declaration  of  war  againft  the  right  honourable  Williaoi 
Pitt,  5fq*  was  evidently  intended  for  the  ignpUe  purpofe  of 
lowing  diflenfions  among  the  fubjc£ls  of  Great  Britain.  It  was 
anfwered  in  every  article  with  the  utmoft  moderation,  perfpicui^ 
ty,  and  force,  in  a  memorial  publifbed  by  lord  Egremont,  who  t 

fucceeded  Mr,  Pitt  as  fecretary  for  the  fottthem  department.  le " 
is  obvious,  that  the  Spaniih  manifefto,  whilft  ir  pretends  to  fet 
forth  the  purport  ol  a  treaty  dated  the  15th  of  Anguft,  does  tiOt 
ileny  the  exigence  of  any  other  treaty,  which  might  more  ofkn^ 
£vely  concern  the  interefts  of  Great  Britain  ;  nor  does  it  fay  tbo 
leaft  word  that  can  explain  the  intentions  of  Spain,  or  the  flUF« 
tfaer  eugagements  that  (he  may  have  contra£led  with  France* 

When  the  terms  of  this  famous  treaty  came  to  be  difcIofed>  it 
was  foc^nd  to  contain  articles  fufficient  to  alarm  not  only  Great 
Britain,  againft  whofe  interefts  it  was  particularly,  levelled,  but 
all  the  other  powers  of  Europe.  It  was  rather  an  a^  of  incor* 
poration,  than  of  alliance  among  the  kings  of  France,  SpaiPf 
the  two  Sipiiies,  the  duke  of  Parma,  and  all  the  branches  of  the 
Bourbon  houfe.  It  contained  ftipulations  hitherto  unheard  of  in 
aoy  treaty.  Qy  the  23d  and  ?4th  articles,  the  fubjedts  of  the 
feveral  branches  of  that  auguft  family  are  admitted  to  a  mutual- 
naturalization,  and  to  a  general  participation  of  reciprocal  pri* 
vileges  and  immunities.  They  appear,  by  the  26th  article,  to 
difclofe  tp  one  another  their  alliances  and  negociations.  By  the 
I'jth  and  18th  they  formally  engage  not  to  make,  01;  even  to 
Yidcn  to  any  propofal  of  peace  from  their  common  enemies,  but 
by  mutual  copfent,  being  determined  in  time  of  peace,  as  well 
as  in  time  of  war,  to  confider  the  intereils  of  France  and  Spain 
as  the  fame,  to  compenfate  their  feveral  loiTes  and  advantages, 
and  to  Z&.  as  if  the  two  monarchies  formed  only  one  and  the 
fame  power.  There  are  but  two  reftriftions  to  the  extent  of 
this  fcbeme.  The  dired  trade  to  America  forms  an  exception 
to  the  abfolute  community  of  interefb,  and  in  the  8th  article  it 
is  provided,  that  France  fliall  not  he  intitled  to  the  affiftancc  of 
Spain,  when  flie  b  involved  in  a  war  in  confequence  of  her  en- 
pagemepts  by  the  treatv  of  Weftphalia,  anlc&  fome  maritime 
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A.  D.  power  take  part  in  thofe  wars.  This  article  pUinljr  points  act  th« 
1762.  objcft  againft  which  the  whole  tncaty  was  more  immediately  di- 
reAed.  It  indicates,  that  the  UrcGt  and  immediate  tendency  of 
Che  whole  U  to  zffoSt  England,  aiid  infinuates  to  the  other 
powers  of  Europe,  that  their  connection  with  England  is  the 
circumftance  which  10  to  provoke  the  refentment,  and  call  forth 
the  adivity  of  Spain. 

E-xcepting  thefe  two  reftriftions,  the  family-compaft  produced 
that  intire  union  between  the  French  and  Spantfh  monarchies, 
which  was  fo  mach  dreaded  on  the  death  of  Charles  11.  and 
which  it  was  the  great  objeft  of  the  treaty  of  partition,  and  the 
war  of  the  grand  aHiance,  to  prevent.  France  acquired  by  ne- 
gociatioa  and  intrigue  what  (he  could  never  acquire  by  force  of 
arms,  and,  at  the  dofe  of  an  unfortunate  war,  obtained  an  ad- 
vantage greater  than  any  flic  could  have  cxpcfted  from  the  moft 
fortunate  iflue  of  her  affairs. 

England  was  ficver  placed  in  a  more  critical  fituation.  She 
had  to  contend  not  only  againft  alt  the  great  continental  powers, 
but  againft  the  principal  navsri  ftrength  of  Europe.  When  war 
was  declared  in  January  1 762,  the  Spaniards  had  at  Fcrrol  i  r 
lb jps  of  the  line  ready  to  fail,  and  their  whole  fleet  ani^ountcd 
to  100  (hips  of  war*. 

The  French,  upon  the  concluiion  of  the  fimilyrCompaG*',  felt 
tfierofclvcs  animated  with  new  vigour.  The  (battered  remains 
of  their  navy  became  of  confideration  when  united  with  that  of 
Spain.  The  fpirits  of  the  people,  long  funk  in  dcfpondency, 
revived,  and  great  exertions  were  made  to  put  their  fleet  once 
mor^  on  a  refpcftable  footing.  The  government  tried  every  re- 
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fofirce ;  private  merchants  contributed  the  bft  fanhing  for  A.  D; 
equipping  privateers,  and  feve^al  communities  engaged  to  fit  176a.. 
out  men  of  war  at  their  own  expence. 

Great  Britain  enjoyed  pecuKar  and  fufficient  advantages  to 

excite  her  adivity,  and  to  balance  the  combination  of  all  her 

enemies.    The  uniform  tenor  of  fuccefs  on  our  fide  made  the 

people  believe  thcmfelves  invincible ;  and  this  belief,  combined 

with  the  folid  experience  acquired  in  fach  a  variety  of  fervices^ 

and  fo  many  (harp  confiiAs  by  fea  and  land,  infpired  an  enthn* 

fiafm  of  difciplincd  valour,  which  indeed  rendered  it  almofl:  im- 

poflible  to  rcfift  them.     The  profped  of  a  Spanifk  war,  while 

it  held  forth  the  hopes  of  immenfe  plunder,  conijpired  with  the 

prevailing  propenGties,and  roufed  to  the  moft  vigorous  exertions 

of  public  and  private  ftrength.     Nor  had  the  parliament,  which 

met  the  3d  of  November,  1761,  been  wanting  in  liberality  to 

Accond  the  generous  ardour  of  the  nation.     They  went  through 

the  eftimates  with  diligence,  and  granted  fuch  liberal  fupplies  as 

greatly  exceeded  thofe  of  all  former  years.     70,000  feamen,, 

including  19,061  marines,  were  voted  for  the  fervice  of  the 

year  1 762  ;  the  land  forces  were  maintained  at  the  number  of 

^7,676,  befides  the  militia  of  England,  the  two  regin>ents  of 

lencible  men  in  North  Britain,  the  provincial  troops  in  North 

America^  and  67,177  German  auxiliaries  to  fupport  the  war  of 

WefiphaUa.  For  the  payment  of  the  fea  and  land  forces,  of  fub» 

fidies  to  our  German  allies,  and  of  the  deficiencies  of  the  grants 

of  former  feflions,  tiiey  voted  the  fum  of  iM^7>S95 1.  2  s.  8  d* 

of  which  1 2,000,090  were  borrowed  on  remote  funds,  at  four^rr 

cent,  per  ann,  with  an  addition  of  I  per  cent,  per  ann»  for  99  years. 

When  war  was  declared  againft  Spain,  his  majefty  granted 
a  commiffion,  im  powering  the  admiralty  to  ifiue  letters  of 
marque^  for  privateers  to  a£t  againft  the  fubje£h  of  that  king- 
dom. At  the  fame  time  he  communicated  ihc  meafiire  which  the 
treaty  between  Spain  and  France  had  compelled  \\\m  to  take,  in  a 
fpeech  to  both  hoofes  of  parliament.  Such  ample  fupplies  were 
already  granted,  that  no  farther  demand  was  made  on  this  ac- 
count ;  and  fo  immenfely  had  the  power  of  Engiaud  increafed  in 
the  conrfe  of  three  reigns,  that  an  union,  the  fufpicion  of  which 
had  alarmed  all  Europe  in  the  time  of  ttie  grand  alliance,  was 
beheld  without  the  fmalleft  fymptom  of  fc^r  or  defi>ondency* 

The 
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A.  D.  The  king  of  Great  Britain  difdained  not  only  to  take  any  illib^* 
1 762.  ral  advantages  of  his  enemiesi  but  even  to  retort  their  wrongs* 
Although  his  Catholic  majefly  detained  the  BritUh  ihipa  in  bis 
ports,  and  laid  reftraints  on  the  Britifli  fubjeAs  within  his  do- 
minions, the  fubjefts  of  Spain  were  teft  at  entire  liberty,  and 
the  merchantmen  which  had  arrived  in  Englifli  harbours,  before 
they  had  been  apprized  of  the  declaration  of  war,  were  allow- 
ed to  depart  in  fafety.  This  magnanimity  became  the  dignity  of 
the  Britiih  nation.  It  is  the  part  of  fear  to  fnatch  at  every  piti- 
ful  advantage*  But  had  Britain  defcended  fo  low,  it  wouki 
have  been  unworthy  of  the  grand  fcene  of  action  and  glory, 
which  was  now  ready  to  open  in  remote  parts  of  the  earth. 

The  failure  of  the  expedition  againft  Martinico  in  1759  did 
not  difcourage  our  adminiflratlon  from  making  this  ifland  the 
objedl  of  another  attempt.  Martinico  ftill  furnithed  a  coofider* 
able  refource  to  the  declining  commerce  of  France.  It  is  the 
lar^eft  of  all  the  Caribbee  iilands,  advantageoufly  fituated  be** 
tween  Barbadoes  and  Guadaloupe,  and  to  windward  of  Antigua 
and  St.  Chriflophers.  It  extends  20  leagues  in  length,  and  is 
about  130  miles  in  circumference,  indented  by  a. great  number 
of  creeks  and  harbours,  diverfified  with  hill  and  dale,  fbaded 
with  wood,  watered  by  many  ftreams,  and  produces  a  very  con* 
Cderable  quantity  of  fugar,  indigo,  coffee,  cotton,  ginger,  alocs^ 
and  pimento.  Here  the  governor-general  of  all  the  French 
iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies  reHdes,  and  here  is  eftabliihed  the  fo* 
vereign  council,  wfaofe  jurifdidbion  extends  over  the  French  An* 
titles,  and  even  to  the  fettlements  of  that  crown  in  the  iflands  of 
St.  Domingo  and  Torcuga.  In  a  word,  Martinico  is  the  ax>ft 
populous  and  fiourifliing  of  all  the  French  fettlements  acrois  the 
Atlantic.  Its  towns  and  harbours  are  ftrongly  fortiSed  i  the 
country  itfelf  is  rendered  extremely  difficult  of  accefs  by  wooJsy 
rivers,  rocks,  and  ravines;  defended  by  a  body  of  regular 
troops,  befides  a  difciplined  militia  confifting  of  lojooo  white 
natives,  and  four  times  that  number  of  negroes,  whom  they  can 
arm  in  cafes  of  emergency.  The  acquiGtion  of  Martinico  would, 
-  in  cafe  of  a  peace,  furnifh  us  with  a  place  of  the  utmoft  import* 
ance,  either  to  retain  or  to  exchange |  and,  if  Spain  was  uncbange* 
ably  determined  on  a  war,  it  would  put  us  on  a  refpe£bble  foot- 
ing in  that  par:  cf  :hc  world  where  the  Spaniards  are  moft  vul- 
nerable. 
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iierable,  and  where,  ^vcry  wound   affcding  the  vitals  of  the  A.  D. 
ftate,  they  feel  with  quickcft  fenfibility.  i']62* 

The  plan  for  profecuting  this  important  conqueft  had  been 
laid  down  by  Mr.  Pitt  5  the  preparations  had  been  made,  the 
officers  appointed,  and  every  neceffary  order  given  for  carrying 
the  whole  defign  into  execution.  Upon  a  change  of  admini- 
flration  the  projcft  was  net  abandoned.  As  every  thing,  whick 
Ikad  been  the  obje^of  war  in  North  America  was  by  this  time 
completely  acquired,  it  was  eafy  to  draw  a  coniiJerable  past 
ef  the  army  from  that  4]uarter.  A  draught  of  eleven  bat- 
talions was  ordered  from  New  York,  and  alfo  to  aflcmblc 
the  different  bodies  of  troops  that  were  fcattcred  among  tljjC 
Ijeeward  iflands.  Rear-admiral  Rodney  failed  from  England 
in  OAober,  and  took  on  board  his  tranfports  four  battalions 
at  BcUeifle.  The  general  rendezvous  was  in  the  ifland  of  Bar- 
badoes,  where  the  united  armaments  from  England  and  North 
America  amounting  to  eighteen  battalions  and  as  many  fhips 
ef  the  line,  befides  frigates,  bombs,  and  fire-ihips,  arrived  iu 
the  month  of  Decembex.  The  land^orces  alone  felllittlc  fhort 
of  12,000  men,  and,  taking  the  military  and  maval  together^ 
it  was  fiich  an  armament  as  had  never  before  been  fcen  in  that 
part  of  the  world.  The  fleet  proceeded  from  Barbadoes  th» 
£fth  day  of  January,  and  on  the  eighth  anchored  in  St.  Anne*^ 
bay  on  the  eaftern  coaft  of  Martinico,  after  the  fhips  had  filcn- 
ced  fomc  batteries  which  the  enemy  had  erc£ted  on  that  part  of 
the  ifland.  In  the  courfe  of  this  fervice,  the  Raifonable,  a  fhip 
of  the  line,  was,  by  the  ignorance  of  the  pilot,  run  upon  a  reef 
cf  rocks,  from  which  ilie  could  not  be  difengaged ;  but  the  crew 
were  faved  as  well  as  the  flores  and  artillery.  General  Monk* 
ton,  who  commanded  the  land-forces,  judged  this  an  improper 
place  for  a  difembarkation,  and  therefore  detached  the  brigadiers 
.Haviland  and  Grant  under  a  ftrong  convoy  to  the  bay  of  -Petite 
Anfe,  where  a  battery  was^canoonaded  and  taken  b^  the  feamen 
and  marines.  The  detachment  then  efiPeiSted  a  landing,  and 
marched  to  the  ground  oppofitc  to  Pigeon  Ifland,  which  com<> 
Biands  the  harbour  of  Fort  Royal ;  but,  the  roads  being  found 
^mpaflable  for  artillery,  general  Monkton  thought^  it  improper 
$0  land  the  main  body  there,  and  proceeded  to  a  creek  called 
<^as  Navires,  where  the  whole  forces  were  difembarkcd  on  the 
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A.  D.  i6th,  without  the  lofs  of  a  mair,  the  fleet  having  been  ftftfieBv 

>76z.  ed  fo  properly,  and  directing  thetr  fire  witl^  fuch  e&Etj  tkaC 
the  enemy  wa$  obliged  in  a  ihorc  time  to  abandon  the  batteries 
ere£led  to  defend  thb  inlet. 

*  When  the  landing  was  effefledj  the  difi]<;ultie8  were  f%r  from 
being  at  an  end.  The  inhabitants  of  Martinico  feenied  deter* 
mined  to  defend  the  ifland  to  the  laft  extremity.  Every  pa& 
vns  guarded  ai)d  fortified.  The  detaicbment  which  had  Sxik 
landed,  were  attacked  in  the  night  by  a  body  of  grenadiers^ 
freebooters,  negroes»  and  mulattoes ;  but  thefe  met  with  fo  wariu 
a  receptioni  that  they  were  compelled,  after  fuftaining  confider* 
able  lofs,  to  retire  with  precipitation. 

The  general  determined  to  attack  the  town  and  citadel  of 
Fort  Royal  although  bis  march  thither  was  incumbered  trith 
difficulties  and  dangers,  there  being  many  ravines  and  gnliiet^ 
very  deep,  apd  difHcult  of  accefs,  well  covered  with  ba8terSe«  and 
redoubts,  and  defended  by  the  ilaveis  as  well  as  natives  in  arms* 
Befides  the  dtfSculties  of  the  approach,  the  town  afid  citadel  are 
overlooked,  and  commanded  by  two  very  coofiderable  eminent 
ces  called  Morne  Tortuefon  and  Morne  Gamier.  Whilft  tbiQ 
tnemy  kept  pofleflion  of  thefe,  it  w^s  impoflibje  to  attack  the 
Ihwn.  They  were  protedcd  like  the  other  high  grounds  in  tbi^ 
ifland  by  natural  ravines,  ftrcngthened  by  every  contrivance  of 
art.  The  Morne  Tortuefon  was  firft  to  be  attacked.  Tp  favour 
this  operation,  a  body  of  regular  troops  and  n^nnes  were  or«> 
dcred  to  advance  on  the  right,  along  the  fea-fide,  towards  the 
tpwn,  in  order  to  take  the  redoubt^,  which  lay  in  the  lower 
grounds.  A  thoufand  failors  in  flat-bottomed  boats  rowed  ck>fc 
to  the  fhore  to  nffifl  them.  On  the  left,  towards  the  coontry^p 
a  corps  of  light  infantry,  properly  fupported,  was  to  get  jroiind 
the  enemy's  left,  whiUl  the  attack  in  the  centre  was  made  by  the 
Britifli  grenadiers,  and  the  main  body  of  the  army,  uftder  the 
lire  of  bitteries  which  had  been  eretEted  on  the  oppcf&tt  fidt 
iv'nh  great  labour  and  perfeverance,  the  cannon  having  been 
dr^g^ged  upwards  of  three  miles  by  the  Teamen,  acrofs  the  ene* 
iny's  line  of.  fire,  to  which  they  expofed  tbemfclves  with  ama- 
wng  indiflercncc. 

The  attack,  which  was  planned  with  fo  much  judgment,  was 
(SiecuicJ  with  ecjiial  fpirit  and  rcfolutiou.    The  Britifh  troop? 

fuccecded 


©fKimggeorgi;  m.  ^03 

luccetded  ih  every  quarter.  The  enemy  were  fucccffively  driven  A..D. 
from  poft  to  pofk ;  feme  fled  into  the  town;  others  mounted  to  17^^* 
Morne  Gamier ;  while  the  Englifli  ftandard  was  difplayed  at 
Mome  T ortuefbn.  But  nothing  deciHTe  could  b^  eflfefied  agairiiYl 
the  town  until  the  French  were  driven  firom  the  former  emi» 
tience.  it  was  three  days  before  proper  difpofitions  could  be 
made  for  this  ptirpofe;  During  this  interval  the  enemy's  whole 
force  fallied  out  of  the  town,  or  defcetided  from  the  hill^  and 
attacked  the  Englifli  in  their  advanced  pods*  But  they  were 
repelled  with  fingular  bravery ;  and>  the  ardour  of  the  Britifli 
troops  hurrying  them  forward,  they  improved  a  defcrifive  adi 
vantage  into  an  attack,  pafled  the  ravines^  mingled  with  the 
enemy,  fcaled  the  hill,  fei:2;ed  the  batteries,  and  polled  them* 
fclves  on  the  fummit  of  Mome  Gamier. 

All  the  fituations  which  commanded  the  town  and  citadd 
tvcre  now  fecured,  and  the  Englifh  in  the  morning  of  the  2«thi 
began  to  play  their  artillery;  which  the  governor  no  fooner  ob- 
ferved  than  he  ordered  the  chamade  to  be  beat,  and  furrendered 
the  place  by  capitulation.  On  the  4th  of  February  the  gates 
vcre  delivered  up  to  the  Englifh,  and  next  morning  the  garrifon,. 
€0  the  number  of  800,  marched  out  with  the  honours  of  war* 
On  the  7th  Pigeon  Ifland,  which  was  ftrongly  fortified,  and 
counted  one  of  the  beft  defences  of  the  harbour^  furrendered 
sit  the  flrft  fummons,  and  obtained  a  capitulation  fimilar  to  that 
of  the  citadel.  Deputations  were  fent  from  different  quarters 
of  the  ifland  by  the  inhabitants,  defiring  the  fame  terms.  But  the 
governor-general,  Mr.  de  la  Touche,  retired  with  his  forced  to 
St.  Pierre  the  capital,  which  l>e  meant  to  defend  with  tincom- 
mon  vigour.  It  is  pi^baWe,  Ivowever,  that  when  he  arrived 
there,  his  opinion  was  ahered  by  the  advice  of  the  inhabitants. 
They  faw  the  Englifli  mafters  of  all  the  reft  of  the  ifland ;  they 
reflefted  on  the  favourable  capitulation  which  the  ifland  of  Gua- 
ddoupe  had  obtained,  and  the  good  faith  with  which  the  terms 
of  this  capitulation  had  been  obfcrved.  Although  ihcy  changed 
mafters,  they  changed  neither  laws  nor  religion  )  their  property 
was  more  fccure  than  under  the  ancient  government,  their  com- 
merce more  free  and  unrefti-ained,  and  they  were  fcrniflied  with 
all  neceflTarics  from  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain ;  whereas 
formerly  they  depended  for  fubfiftence  ugpn  the  moft  precarious 

Cc2  atid 
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A.  D.  and  hazardous  methods  of  fupply.  Thefe  conCderatiofis  had 
176a.  great  weight  with  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Pierre,  wfio  perfuadeid 
the  governor  to  fend  two  deputies  with  propofals  of  capitulation. 
On  the  14th  the  terms  were  fettled,  and  the  agreement  Ggned^ 
On  the  1 6th  the  EngHfh  commander  took  pofleflion  of  St.  Pi- 
erre, and  all  the  poils  in  that  neighbourhood,  while  the  gover- 
nor-general, the  lieutenant-^ov^rnor,  the  ftaff-officers,  and  about 
320  grenadiers  were  embarked  in  tranfports  to  be  eonvej^ed  to 
France.  Thefe  iignal  fucceiTes  were  obtained  at  the  fmail  ex- 
pence  of  400  men,. including  a  few  officers  killed  and  wounded 
in  the  different  attacks.  Fourteen  French  privateers  were  found 
in  the  harbour  of  Port  Royal,  and  a  much  greater  number,  from 
other  parts  of  the  ifland,  were  delivered  up  to  admiral  Rodney., 
in  confequence  of  the  capitulation  with  the  inhabitants,  who  in 
all  other  refpcfts  were  very  favourably  treated  *. 

The  furrender  of  Martinico,  which  was  the  feat  of  govem- 
ment,  the  principal  mart  of  trade,  and  the  centre  of  all  the 
,  French  force  in  the  €aribbees,  naturally  drew  on  the  furrender 
of  all  the  depcTKknt  iflands.-  While  general  Monkton  was  re- 
gulating the  capitulation  of  St.  Pienre^  commodore  Swanton 
failed  with  a  fmall  fi^uadron  to  the  £ertil&  ifland  of  Granada, 
which  was  given  up  without  oppofition.  St.  Lucia  and  St.  Vin*. 
cent,  the  right  to  which  had  fo  long  been  difpuled  between  the 
two  nations,  followed  its  example.  By  thefe  acquifitions,  the 
Englifh  colonies  at  Antigua,  St.  Chriilopher's,  and  Nevis,  as 
well  as  the  Oiips  trading  to  thefe  iflands,  were  fecured  againft 
the  hoftilities  of  the  enemy;,  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain 
acquired  an  annual  addition  to  the  amount  bf  at  leafl  a  miUion 
fterling,  and  the  Britifh  nation  became  undiflurbed.  pofleflbrs  of 
that  chain  of  innumerable  iflands,  which  forms  an  immenfe  bow, 
extending  from  the  eaflern  point  of  Hifpaniola  almoft  to  the 
continent  of  South  America. 

The  confequences  of  this  important  conquefl  were  ftill  more 
important  than  the  conqucft  itfclf.  It  opened  a  way  for  hum- 
bliig  effediuaily  the  pride  of  Spain.  In  the  courfe  of  a  few 
months,  more  deciGve  flrokes  were  flruck  againft  that  haughty 
monarchy  than  during  ten  years  of  (be  former  Spanifli- war.  In 

«  See  Appcndijf,  N®.  n. 
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^Imt  war  Great  Britain  acqtiired  wealth  and  honour ;  but  in  this  A.  D. 
Aie  difplayed  fuch  a  fcene  of  national  glory  as  Europe  had  never  '7^^ 
before  beheld.  As  thefe  events,  howeyer,  did  not  immediate- 
ly follow  upon  the  redudiionof  Martinico,  it  is  proper  here  to 
paufei  and  to  contemplate  the  efFefb  of  that  formidable  alliance 
concluded  in  tfie  1761^  among  the  different  membcrs^  of  the 
lioufe  of  Bourbon. 

The  kings  of  France  and  Spain  imagined  tfiey  had  acquired 

fuch  an  afcendant  over  all  their   neighbours  by  forming  thi« 

league,  that  they  might  henceforth  negle£l  with  impunity  the 

obfervance  of  thofe  rulds  which  the  moft  ambitious  and  defpotia 

princes  commonly  pracnbe  to  themfelves  in  the  execution  of 

their  boldeft  defigns.    This  evidently  appeared  in  their  conduft 

towards  Portugal,  the  ancient  and  natural  ally  of  Great  Britain. 

Portugal  poflefled  gold  without  poiTefiing  induftry  or  ingenuity. 

£x)gland  fumi(hed  the  Portugucfe  with  all  the  conveniencies  of 

life,  and  received  ipecie  in  return.     The  balance  of  ;trade  was 

fuppofed  to  bring  annually  into  Great  Britain  about  a  millioa 

fterling.    This  commercial  connexion  was  ftrcngthened  by  the 

ftrongeft  political  tics*    The  two  kingdoms  were  fo  fituated,. 

that  they  had  little  to  fear  from  one  another,  while  they  might 

'  mutually  impart  many  reciprocal  advantages.     The  harbours  of 

Portugal  afforded  prote£lion  a^  well  as  fupplics  to  the  Englifh 

fleet,  while  the  £ngli(h  fleet  defended  the  lucrative  commerce 

of  the  Portuguefe  with  their  American  colonies.     The  natural 

and  inveterate  antipathy  between  Spain  andPortugal  made  it  ne- 

ceffary  for  the  latter  to  look  out  (or  fome  powerful  diQanc  ally. 

None  is  ib  advantageous  in  that  view  as  England,  which  in  her 

turn  might  derive  great  advantages  from  Portugal,,  in  profeco- 

ttng  a  war  againft  any  of  the  fouthern  powers  of  Europe. 

The  united  monarchs,  unwilling  to  truft  the  iffue  of  the  war 
to  hoftiUties  committed  againft  England  on  her  owir  element, 
determined  to  wound  her  through  the  fides  of  this  ally.  They 
were  ftrongly  invited  to  this  meafure  by  the  prefcnt  unhappy 
circumftances  of  PortugaL  That  kingdom  was  altogether  un- 
provided in  the  means  of  defence.  The  military  fpirit,  by  which 
the  Portuguefe  had  formerly  diflinguifhed  themfelves,  was  to- 
tally extind:.  The  nobles  were  overwhelmed  in  ignorance^ 
bigotry,  and  opprsilion  fpiritual  as  well  as  temporal.     There 
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A.  D.  was  fickh^r  flcill,  difciplme,  nor  or^cr  among  the  troops^  ii6f 
17<$2(  indeed  any  appearance  of  a  regular  arffly,  and  the  frootier 
places  were  ill  foreified,  worfe  garrifonedi  and  almoft  eatirelj 
deftitiite  of  ammunitkm  and  arcHlery.  In  this  condition  Porta* 
gal  received  a  fatal  blow  from  an  earthquake  in  1 756.  The 
^ireakhy  and  flouriihiBg  city  of  Lilbon  was  levelled  with  the 
ground,  near  30,000  of  the  inhabitants  were  buried  in  her  ruins^ 
and  thofe  who  remained  with  the  court  ttfelf  were  reduced  to 
the  atmoft  diftrefs  and  mifery.  As  if  this  earthquake,  which 
had  orertumed  their  capital,  had  al(b  fhaken  and  diftraAed  the 
frame  of  their  government,  and  the  temper  of  their  siinds,  the 
moft  dreadful  diftempers  broke  out  in  the  ftate.  A  feries  of 
horrid  crimes  and  cruel  punifbments  fucceeded  to  this  natiooat 
calamity.  Two  of  the  n\oft  ndble  and  wealthy  families  of  Por- 
tugal, having  engaged  themfclves  in  a  facrilegtoos  attempt  on 
the  life  of  their  fovcfcign,  were  cut  oflF  at  once  with  little  di- 
HinGtion  of  age  or  fcx,  by  a  bloody  and  dreadful  exertion  of 
juftice.  Many  others,  who  were  accufed  or  {nfpcGttd^  fuficred 
death,  or  exile,  or  imprifonment.  Among  thefe,  and  pastly 
from  the  fame  caufes,  one  of  the  moil  confid  eraUe  religious  or- 
ders for  wealth,  influence,  and  policy,  was  dripped  of  its  pof- 
feffions,  and  entirely  driven  out  of  the  country. 

This  being  the  unfortunate  fituacion  of  Portugal,  the  houfe 
of  Bourbon  hoped  that  Kingdom  would  be  an  eafy  conquefl,  not* 
withflanding  all  the  fuccours  it  could  poffibly  reed ve  ;  whidi 
would  not  only  be  a  great  lofs  to  the  commerce  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  a  confidcrablc  inconvenience  to  her  in  carrying  on  the 
war,  but  would  afford  a  valuable  depoiit,  to  be  exchanged  at 
the  peace,  for  the  farther  acquifitions  England  might  make  at 
the  expence  of  France  or  Spain.  Full  of  thefe  ideas,  his  Catho- 
lic majefty  gave  orders  for  providing  magazines  and  artillery, 
and  for  ftrengthening  his  fortified  places  on  the  fide  of  Pomi* 
gal.  The  Spanifh  army,  fupplied  with  able  engineers  from 
France,  overfprcad  the  Portugucfe  frontiers ;  the  commerce  of 
corn  between  the  two  kingdoms  was  prohibited,  and  every 
thing  threatened  a  fuddcn  invaGon^  In  the  midft  of  thefe  hoflilc 
preparations  tlic  French  and  Spanifh  miniflcrs  prcfentcd  a  joint 
memorial  to  the  court  of  Lifbon,  the  purport  of  which  was  to 
pcrfuade  his  mod  Faithful  majefty  to  dcfcrt  hiaancicnt  alliance, 
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and  to  cooperate  with  the  two  crowns  againft  Gfeat  Britain.  A.D» 
'J'he  memorial  jpfified  largely  on  the  tyranny  which  Great  Bri-  1762. 
^ain  exerted  upon  all  powers,  efpecially  the  maritime ;  and  upon 
Portugal  among  the  reft ;  on  the  parti<:ular  infixh  which  had 
been  offered  to  her  jurifdiction  by  admiral  Bofcawen's  attack  on 
Mr.  de  la  Clue's  fquadron  in  a  Fortuguefe  harbour.  The  me- 
xnorial  concluded  with  a  declaration,  that  as  foon  as  his  moft 
faithful  majefty  had  taken  his  refolution,  whrch  they  doubted 
not  would  be  favourablei  that  the  king  of  Spain  would  march 
bis  troops  into  Portugal,  in  order  to  garrifon  the  harbours  and 
defend  them  againft  the  hoftile  attempts  of  the  Engliih.  Aa 
anfwer  was  required  in  four  days,  and  any  delay  beyond  that 
time  was  to  be  confidered  as  a  negative. 

Sach  infolenc  propofals  were  never  made  to  an  independent 
Icingdom.  His  Portugucfe  majcfty  anfwcred  in  a  moderate  and  - 
boinble  ftrain,  but  with  becoming  firmnefs.  He  took  notice  of 
the  misfortunes  of  his  country,  which  prevented  her  from  tak- 
ing part  in  an  offenGve  war  ^  he  ofiered  his  mediation  between 
the  contending  parties ;  but  was  refolved  at  all  events  to  pre- 
ferve  his  faith  to  £ngland  inviolate  -,  which  ought  not,  he  ob- 
fervedi  to  give  the  fm^tlleft  offence,  as  his  alliance  with  that 
crown  was  ancient  and  merely  defenfivc.  This  anfwer  drew  on 
a  reply,  in  which  the  minifters  of  the  united  kingdoms  denied 
that  the  alliance  between  England  and  Portugal  was  purely  de- 
fenfive,  and  for  this  unheard-of  reafon,  <<  that  the  defenfive 
<<  alliance  was  concerted  into  an  ofienfive  one  by  the  lltoation 
"  of  the  Portuguefe  dominions,  and  the  nature  of  the  Englifli 
"  power.  The  £ngli(h  fquadrons,"  faid  they,  "cannot  in  all  fea- 
<(  fons  keep  the  fea,  nor  cruise  on  the  principal  coafts  for  cut- 
«^  ting  off*  the  French  and  SpaniQi  navigation,  without  the  ports* 
<'  and  the  afliftance  of  Portugal;  that  tbefe  iilanders  could  not  *  ' 
«  infult  all  maritime  Europe,  if  the  whole  riches  of  Portugal 
<<  did  not  pafs  into  their  hands  ;  which  furnifhes  them  with  the, 
f*  means  to  make  war,  and  renders  the  alliance  between  the 
♦*  two  courts  truly  and  properly  oiFenfive,**  They  conclude 
moft  infultingly,  «*  That  the  king  of  Portugal  ought  to  be 
«  glad  of  the  neceflity  which  they  laid  upon  him  to  make  ufe 
f<  of  his  reafon,  in  order  to  take  the  road  of  his  glory  and  of 
f*  ;he  common  Jntereft,*'  'f  he  Jung  replied  with  fufficlcnc  fpirit ; 

'  '   •  the 


tct  NAVALHISTORY 

A.  D.  the  two  miniftcrs  took  leave  and  retired  the  27th  of  April;  and 
ij^i.  immediately  after,  war  was  declared  by  France  2^  Spain  againft 
Portugal* 

The  advantages  which  Portugal  pofleflTed  in  herfeif  for  ba- 
glancing  tt^is  powerful  combinatioiii  confifted  principally  in  the 
nature  of  the  Country,  which  is  fo  extremely  barren  and  un- 
cultivated as  to  make  it  very  difficult  for  any  confiderable^roiy 
to  fubiift  in  it.  The  badnefs  of  the  roads,  and  the  frequency 
and  (^eepnefs  of  the  mountains,  made  ic  no  lefs  difficult  to  ad- 
vance by  rapid  marches,  and  to  improve  the  advantages  of  the 
campaign  with  proper  expedition.  Add  to  this,  that  towards 
the  frontiers  of  Spain  the  only  roads  arc  narrow  and  difficult 
defiles,  which  may  be  maintained  by  a  fmall  body  of  forces 
againft  a  very  powerful  invafion.  But  notwithftanding  thefc 
circumftances,  the  whole  hopes  of  Portugal  centered  in  the  af- 
fiftance  from  England.  The  greater  her  own  weaknefs,  the 
more  confpicuous  were  the  magnanimity  and  rcfonrces  of  Great 
Britain,  who,  at  the  clofe  offo  expenfiTe  and  ruinous  a  war, 
made  fuch  aftoniihing  efforts  in  proteding  her  sdlies.  She  fent 
afquadron  often  fhips  of  the  line  to  Liihon^,  befides  frigates* 
With  thefe  Ihc  fent  officers,  troops,  artillery,  military  ftorcs^ 
provifions  and  money ;  every  thing  that  could^  enable  the  Por- 
tngucfc  to  exert  their  natural  ftrength,  and  every  thing  which. 
could  fupply  that  ftrcngth  where  it  was  deficient. 

The  Spaniards  could  entertain  no  hopes  of  depriving  the 
Snglifti  of  the  ufe  of  the  Portugucfe  ports  by  attacking  them 
by  fea ;  fo  that  they  rcpefed  their  whale  confidence  in  the  brave- 
ry and  good  fortune  of  their  troops.  It  belongs  not  to  our  de- 
fign  to  give  a  particular  account  of  the  military  operations  in 
rtiis  effeminate  country,  which  could  hardly  furnifh  out  a  faint 
image  of  war.    The  inaoceffible  and  difficult  nature  of  the 

r  Lift  of  Sir   Edwsrd  Hawke*s  fquadron   «Mch  faikd  from  ft.   Helen's  for 
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ttotihtry,  joined  to  the  fpirit  and  a£livity  of  the  Britifli  troopSj^  A.  D. 
Were  fufEcient  "to  defend  the  Portuguefe  dominions  with  very  176^. 
feeble  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  natives.  After  a  campaign  of 
above  five  months  the  Spaniards  had  got  poflefiion  of  no  ad- 
vanced pods  in  whi(^h  they  could  maintain  themfelves  duting  the 
winter.  The  heavy  rains,  which  begin  to  fall  in  Oftober,  and 
the  want  of  provifions  for  men  and  horfe  in  an  enemy's  coun« 
try,  made  them  fall  back  to  the  frontiers  of  Spain,  where  every 
thing  had  been  provided  for  them  in  great  abundance. 

Thus  did  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  favc  Portugal,  by  undcri 
taking  to  defend  her  caufe  within  her  own  tcrritotieSi  The  fame 
power  protected  this  ufeful  ally  not  only  againft  prefent  but  fu- 
ture dangers,  by  the  operations  carried  on  in  remote  parts  of  th^ 
ciartli,  where  the  fuccefs  of  the  Britiih  fquadrons  compelled  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon  to  accept  terms  of  accommodation,  in  which 
the  interefts  of  Ponugal  were  not  neglefted. 

"While  the  Engl ifh  troops  were  employed  in  taking  pofleflion 
of  Martinico  and  the  dependent  iilands,  a  French  fleet  appeared 
to  windward  of  the  former,  and  fent  an  officer  on  fliore  to  ob* 
tain  information.  They  continued  cruiaing  to  windward  for  t\yo 
days,  and  even  approached  within  cannon* (hot  of  Trinity,  as  if 
they  had  intended  to  make  a  defcent ;  but  afterwards  they  chan-^ 
gcd  their  courfi^,  and  bore  away  for  the  harbours  of  Dominica* 
Admiral  Rodney  being  informed  of  their  arrival  in  thofe  parts, 
got  under  fail  with  his  fquadron,  and  beat  up  to  windward  ia 
queft  of  the  enemy  ;  they  did  not  wait  his  approach,  but  made 
hade  to  take  refuge  in  their  own  harbours.  While  Rodney's 
fleet  commanded  the  Caribbees,  lord  Colville's  fquadron  was 
ftattoned  at  Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia,  in  order  to  protect  the  coail: 
of  North  America,  and  the  new  conquefts  in  the  gulf  and  river  , 

of  St.  Lawrence.  Sir  Charles  Saunders  was  reinforced  in  fuch  . 
a  manner  as  enabled  him  to  give  law  in  the  Mediterranean,  and 
either  to  prevent  a  juni^ion  of  the  French  and  Spanlih  fleets,  or 
if  that  fliould  be  found  imprafiicable,  to  give  them  battle  when 
joined.  For  the  defence  of  the  Britifh  coaft,  and  in  order  to 
anfwer  the  emergencies  of  war,  a  powerful  fquadron  was  kept 
in  readinefs  at  Spithead  ;  another  rode  at  anchor  in  the  Downs, 
under  the  command  of  admiral  Moore  j  ajtid  from  thefc  two 
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A.  D.  were  occafionally  detached  into  the  channel,  and  all  round  the- 
1762.  ifland,  a  number  of  light  cruizers,  which  afted  with  fuch  vigi- 
lance and  adivitv,  that  not  a  ftiip  could  venture  from  any  of  the 
l^rench  fea-ports  without  running  the  nioft  imminent  riik  of 
being  taken ;  and  fcarce  a  day  pafled  in  which  fome  privateer  of 
the  enemy ,«either  French  or  Spanilh^.was  not  brought  into  the 
liarbours  of  Great  Britain.  Rear-admiral  Cornifh  had  the  di- 
refUon  of  the  fleet  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  admiral  Pbcock  who 
Had  acquired  (b  much  glory  there,  being  called  to  a  more  dan<- 
gerous  and  important  .command,  the  confequences  of  which  we 
are  now  going  to  relate.  The  whole  of  thcfe  fquadrons,  com* 
bincd  with  detached  cruizers  in  did^crent  parts,  amounted  to 
more  than  240  fhips  of  war;  a  force  which,  confidering  the 
difciplined  valour  and  naval  experience  of  our  feamen,  was  fit 
to  contend  againll  the  maritime  ftrength  of  the  whole  world 
United. 

The  rupture  with  Spain,  which  was  rendered  incurable  by  the 
i'nvafion  of  Portugal^. brought  on  the  execution  of  a  plan  which 
had  been  long  in  agitation,,  upon  the  prefumed  probability  of 
fuch  an  event.  It  is  faid  that  admiral  Knowles  was  the  firft  who 
laid  before  his  royal' highncfs  the  duke  of  Cumberland  a  fcheme 
fbr  the  reduftion  of  the  ifland  of  Cuba,,  in  which  the  whole  trade 
and  navigation  of  the  SpaniOi  Weft  Indies  centers,,  and  without 
TVhich  it  cannot  Be  carried  on.  The  duke  approved  of  the  plan,, 
and  recommended  it  to  the  miniftry.  But  after  they  had  confider- 
cd  the  draughts  and  plan,  which  his  royal  highncfs  put  into 
their  hands,  lord  Anfon,  the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty,  pro- 
duced his  own,  which  had  been  made  out  Upon  more  accurate 
information  5  and  after  maturely  confidering  both  plans,  lord* 
Anfon's  was  adopted.  However,  the  duke  of  Cumberland  had 
ib  much  merit  in  this  affair,  that  he  was  permitted  to  appoint  hij 
favourite  loi'd  Albemarle  commander  in  chief  of  the  land  forces, 
and  his  brothers,  major-general  and  commodore  Keppel,  to  im- 
portant commands  in  an  expedition  which,  it  was  imagined, 
^ould  be  equally  lucrative  and  honourable. 

Nothing  indeed  could  be  fo  proper  at  this  time  as  an  attempt? 
againft  the  Spanifli  Weft  Indies.  The  French  were  now  expel- 
led from  every  place  in  North  America,  except  their  fcttlcmcnt 
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^  Louifiana,  which  was  deemed  of  little  importance.     They  A.  D. 
had  loft  their  Weft  India  iflands;  fo  that  hardly  -any  thing  re-  17^^* 
tnaincd  to  be  done  in  that  part. of  the  world  but  an  expedition 
againft  thofe  of  Spain.     But  it  fhcw^d  great  wifdom  in  theBri- 
tifli  adminiftration,  who  determined  on  this  meafure,  that  they 
fixed  their  eyes  at  once  on  the  capital  objeft.     The  failure  of 
an  armament  in  a  fubordinate  attempt  is  a  bad  preparative  for  a 
greater;  as  the  former,  even  though  fuccefsful,  is  far  from 
being  decifive.     The  plan  of  the  war  of  1740^^  in  which  wc 
began  with  fmaller  attempts,  and  fo  pro<iecded  to  more  confix 
dcrable,  was  mean  and  ignoble,  becaufe  the  fuccefs  in  the  firft  « 
of  thofe  attempts  did  nothing  to  infurc  fuccefs  in  the  fecond  j 
nor  were  both  together  of  any  confcquence  in  deciding  the  for- 
tune of  the  tvar.  But  the  plan  now  adopted  w«s  great  and  juft.; 
for  by  beginning  with  the  Havannah  we  afpired  at  a  conqueft;, 
which  being  obtained,  would  enable  us  to  terminate  the  war 
with  honour,  as  it  entirely  intercepted  the  enemy's  refources^ 
and  if  we  chofc  to  profecute  our  advantage,  the  acquifition  of  the 
Havannah  might  put  as  in  poflcflion  of  ihc  whole  Spanrfli  Ame^ 
rica. 

The  fleet  dcftined  to  extend  theBritifh  enrpire'in  the  wef^, 
failed  from  Portfmouth  the  5th  of  March,  under  the  command 
of  admiral  Pocock,  whofe  valour  and  condudl  had  contributed 
fo  much  towards  that  fovereignty  which  his  country  poff^ffcd  in 
the  Eaft  Indies.  They  failed  for  the  ifland  of  Hifpaniola,  where 
Tney  were  happily  met  at^^ape  Nicholas,  the  north-weft  point 
of  the  ifland,  by  a  detachment  from  the  fleet  at  the  Caribbee^ 
tinder  the  command  of  that  gallant  and  able  officer  Sir  James 
Douglas.  The  junction  happened  on  the  27th  of  May  ;  and 
the  united  fquadrons  confifted  of  19  fail  of  the  line,  i^  fmaller 
fliips  of  war,  and  about  15^  tranfports,  having  ion  board  above 
10,000  land-forces  and  marines.  A  fupply  of  4000  men  had 
been  ordered  from  New  York,  which,  it  was  foppofed,  would 
arrive  time  enough  to  bear  part  in  their  military  operations. 

There  were  two  choices  before  the  admiral  for  his  courfe  to 
the  Havannah.  The  firft  and  moft  obvious  was  the  common 
way  to  keep  to  th^  fouth  of  Cuba,  and  fall  into  the  t'radl  of  the 
c:\lleon8.     But  this,  though  by  much  the  fiifcfti  would  prove  , 

J)d;i  by 
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A*  !)•  by  far  the  mod  tedious  paflage;  and  delays,  above  all  things^ 
J  7^^'  were  dangerous,  as  the  fleet  had  been  fo  late  in  failing  frocn 
England,  that  it  would  be  extrennely  difficult  to  arrive  before 
the  hurricane  feafon,  which  would  put  an  ^nd  to  all  naval  and 
military  operations.     He  therefore  refolved  to  run  along  tho 
fiorthern  (hore  of  the  ifland  of  Cubaj  purfuing  his  courfe  from 
eaft  to  weft,  through  a  narrow  paiTage  not  lefs  than  700  miles 
in  length,  called  the  Old  Straits  of  Bahama.     This  paflage, 
through  almod  the  whole  of  its  extent,  is  bounded,  on  the  right 
^nd  icfr,  by  the  mod  dangerous  fands  and  (hoals,  which  has 
Caufcd  the  navigation  to  be  avoided  by  fingle  and  fmall  veilcls. 
There  was  no  pilot  in  the  ^eet  whofe  experience  could  be  de- 
pended on  to  condud  them  fafely  through  it.     The  admin]^ 
however,  being  provided  with  a  good  chart  of  lord  Aafon'^, 
Vefolved  to  truft  to  his  own  vigilance  and  fagacity  to  carry 
through  thofe  flraits  a  fleet  of  near  200  fail*  So  bold  an  attempt 
had  never  been  before  made }  but  the  fuccefs  of  the  expedition 
depending  entirely  on  difpatch,  made  it  prudent  to  hazard  it* 
At  the  f^me  time  no  precaution  was   omitted,   which  could 
remove  the  imputation  of  temerity.     A  veflel  was  fcnt  to  re-* 
connoitre   the   parage,   and    make  foundings;  fome  frigates 
followe'd :    floops  and  boats  were  (Rationed  on  the  rigbt  and 
left,  on  the  {hallowsi  with  welUadapted  fignals  both  for  the 
day  and  the  night.     The  fleet  moved  in  feven  diviflons,  an4 
being  favoured  with  a  fair  wind  and  good  weather,  got  through 
this  perilous  paffage  on  the  5th  of  June  without  accident  or 
interruption, 

Two  days  before  the  accomplifliment  of  this  hazardous  navi-. 
gation,  the  Echo  and  Alarm  frigates,  which  had  been  ordered 
a-head  of  tlie  fleet,  defer icd  four  vcflels  which  proved  to  be 
^e  Thetis,  a  Spanifh  frigate  of  1 8  guns  and  65  men,  and  the 
yboenix  of  2a  guns,  and  1 75  men,  and  two  brigs,  bound  to  Sug^ 
in  the  Straits,  for  atrargo  of  timber  for  the  ufe  of  the  fliips  a^ 
the  Havannah.  The  Englifli  frigates  gate  them  chace,  and  obli- 
gcd  them  to  llrikc  in  three  quarters  of  an  hour.  This,  though 
^  i'raall  fuccefs,  was  an  aufpicious  beginning  of  the  expedttioa 
agaiuft  the  Havannah.  This  place,  the  objeft  of  their  long 
\QjMge  and  of  fq  manv  anxious  hopes  and  feafs,  was  now  before 

them. 
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tkem.  Though  St.  Jago,  (iti^ated  on  the  fouth-eaft  fide  of  the  A.  D^ 
ifland  be  denominated  the  capkal  of  Cubai  yet  the Havannah  13  ^l^Zt 
fuperior  to  it  in  wealth,  fize,  atid  importancet  The  harbour 
ppon  which  it  ftands  is,  in  every  reipedt,  one  of  the  beft  in  the 
world..  It  is  entered  by  a  narrow  pafiage,  upwards  of  half  a 
mile  in  lengthy  which  afterwards  expands  into  a  large  baibnp 
fufficient  to  contain  1000  fail  of  the  hrgeft  fhips,  having 
almoft  throughout  fix  fathoms  water,  and  ^rfedily  iecured 
from  every  wind.  In  this  bay  the  rich  fleets  from  the  feveral 
parts  of  the  Spani(h  Weft  Indies^  afiemble,  in  order  to  fet  out 
together  on  their  voyage  to  £urope.  Great  care  had  been  takexi 
to  fortify  a  place  which,  befides  being  extremely  populousi 
ivealthy,  and  flourifliiog  in  itfclf,  is  the  centre  of  the  rlcheft  com« 
fnerce  of  the  world.  The  entrance  into  the  harbour  is  fecured 
on  one  fide  by  the  Moro  fort,  built  upon  a  proje£ting  point  of 
land,  all  of  folid  mafon-work,  having  a  ditch  70  feet  deep  froni 
the  edge  of  the  counterfcarp^  and  more  than  4P  feet  of  that 
tiepth  funk  in  the  rock :  on  the  other  it  is  defended  by  a  fort 
called  the  Puntali  which  joins  the  town.  The  Havannah  itfelf, 
which  is  fituated  to  the  weft  of  the  harbour,  and  oppofite  to  the 
JMoro  fort,  is  furrounded  by  a  good  rampart,  flanked  with  ba-* 
(lions,  and  ftrengthened  by  a  ditch. 

The  Spaniards,  fenfible  that»  upon  a  rupture  with  Great 
Britain,  their  Weft  Indies  were  the  faireft  mark  for  the  attack 
of  the  enemy,  maintained  a  powerful  fleet  in  thofe  parts,  9nd 
bad  adiually  a  confiderable  fquadron  of  (hips  of  the  line  in  the 
harbour  of  the  Havannah  b.  But  fo  little  confidence  did  they  re- 
pofe  in  their  fliipping  for  refifting  the  eftbrts  of  the  Eilgiifli  ar- 
mament^ that  the  only  ufe  which  they  made  of  it  was  to  fink 
three  of  their  largeft  vefiels  behind  an  immenfe  boom  which 
t)iey  had  throwp  acrofi  the  mouth  of  the  harbgur.  Theur  chief 

S  Lift  of  Spaoifli  flyps  at  tbe  Havannah : 
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A-  D.  hope  was  in  the  ftrcngth  of  the  place,  and  the  difficulties  attend • 
1762.  ing  all  military  operations  which  are  drawn  out  to  any  confidcr- 
able  length  in  this  unhealthy  climate.  Thefe  circumftances  en- 
couraged don  Juan  de  Prado,  governor  of  the  Havanna^,  to 
determine  on  a  Tigorous  defence*  He  was  aiflifted  by  the  acti- 
vity of  the  marquis  del  Real^  commodore  of  the  fleet,  and  by 
the  counfels  and  experience  of  the  viceroy  of  Peru,  and  the  go- 
vernor of  Carthagena,  who  happened  to  be  then  in  the  place, 
on  their  way  to  their  refpe£tive  governments. 

On  the  7th  of  June  all  things  were  in  readineis  for  landing  5 
and,  in  order  to  efFcft  this  with  the  leaft  inconvenience,  the  ad- 
miral, with  the  greatcft  part  of  the  fleet,  bore  away  to  the  weft- 
ward,  that  the  enemy's  attention  might  be  drawn  towards  this 
quarter,  while  the  earl  of  Albemarle  and  the  whole  army  were 
landed  under  the  direftion  of  commodore  Keppel,  between  the 
rivers  Bocanao  and  Coxemar,  about  fix  miles  to  the  eaftward 
of  the  Moro-caftle.  A  body  of  Spaniards  appeared  on  the  (horr  ^ 
but,  fome  floops  being  ordered  to  fcour  the  beach  and  the  woods 
with  their  cannon,  the  troops  paflcd  the  river  Coxemar  in  great 
order,  without  the  fmalleft  oppofition.  The  firft  attempt  was 
to  drive  the  enemy  from  a  fmali  redoubt  on  the  top  of  the  hill 
Cavannos  which  overlooked  the  Moro.  This  was  efl^tftcd  on 
the  loth,  and  at  the  feme  time  three  bomb- ketches,  being  an- 
chored on  fliore,  began  to  throw  ftiells  into  the  town,  under 
cover  of  the  fhips  Stirling-caftle  and  Echo.    ' 

The  principal  body  of  the  army,  dcftincd  to  a£k  againft  the 
Moro,  was  divided  into  two  corps,  one  of  which,  commanded 
by  general  Elliot,  advanced  a  oonGderable  way  into  the  country, 
towards  the  fouth-eaft  of  the  harbour  in  order  to  cover  the 
fiegc,  and  to  fecure  the  parties  employed  in  watering  and  pro- 
curing provifions.  The  other,  condudled  by  general  Kcppd, 
was  immediately  employed  in  the  attack  on  the  fort,  and  a  de- 
tachment headed  by  colonel  Howe,  was  encamped  to  the  weft* 
warJ  of  the  town^  partly  with  a  view  to  cut  off  the  communi- 
cation between  it  and  the  country,  and  partly  to  make  a  diver- 
iion  in  favour  of  the  grand  operations 

The  fcamen  having  landed  fafcines,  ftores,  and  artillery  with 
^reat  expeditixui,  tbp  epjgincex^s,  under  ihe  direftioa  of  Mr.  Mac- 

kellar^ 
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l«Ihr,  whofe  abilities  were  equally  difllnguiOied  at  Loulfboorg  A.  IX 
and  theHavannah,  began  to  erefl  batteries  of  bombs  and  cannon,  1 7^^* 
while  a  bod^vof  pioneers  were  employed  in  cutting  parallels,  and 
forming  a  line  with  fafcines  to  fecure  the  troops  from  the  fire  of 
the  enemy.  The  hardfhips  fuftained  in  this  fervice  are  gimoft 
inexpreffible.  The  thinncfs  of  the  earth  made  it  extremely  dif- 
ficult to  cover  the  approaches.  It  was  neceCary  to  cut  roads  for 
communication  through  thick  woods.  The  artillery  was  to  be 
digged  a  great  way  over  a  rough  rocky  fliore.  During  this 
fatigue  the  fupplies  of  provifion  were  not  plentiful,  and  water  was 
to  be  brought  from  a  great  di(lance.  Many  men  dropped  down 
dead  with  heat,  thirft,  and  fiitigue.  But  the  fpirit  and  ardour 
of  the  troops,  the  unanimity  and  condu£t  of  the  commanders  by 
fea  and  land,  overcame  every  difficulty.  On  the  29th,  2ccc> 
chofen  Spaniards,  with  a  numerous  body  of  negroes  and  mul- 
lattoes  landed  in  two  divifions,  to  the  right  and  left  of  the 
Moro,  with  an  intention  to  deflroy  the  works  of  the  befiegcrs. 
They  were  repuUed  by  the  piquets  and  advanced  ports  with 
great  bravery,  and  compelled  to  retreat  in  confuflou,  leaving 
behind  them  200  of  their  number  killed  or  taken. 
.  The  cannonading  began,  on  the  ift  of  July,  from  two 
batteries  bearing  twelve  cannon,  fix  large  mortars,  three 
fmall  ones,  and  twenty-fix  royals.  The  enemy  had  feventeen 
pieces  of  artillery  on  the  front  attacked.  The  £re  was  for  a 
confiderable  time  pretty  near  on  an  equality^  and  kept  up  with 
great  vivacity  on  both  fides.  At  length  that  of  the  enemy  began 
to  fail.  Their  attention  was  divided  in  confequence  of  an  attack 
rnade  upon  the,  north-eaft  face  by  three  (hips  of  the  line,  the 
Cambridge,  Dragon,  and  Marlborough,  commanded  by  the 
captains  Gooftrey,  Hervey,  and  Barnet.  Thefe  (hips,  having 
laid  their  broadfides  againrt  the  fort,  kept  up  one  of  the  warm- 
eft  firings  ever  feen,  for  feven  hours,  without  intermlHion.  But 
the  Moro,  fituated  upon  a  high  hill,  had  great  advantages,  and 
the  fire  from  the  oppofite  fort  of  Puntal  galled  them  exceed- 
ingly. They  were  obliged  to  retire  in  a  very  ihattered  condition^ 
after  lofing  above  100  men,  among  whom  was  captain  Gooflrcy 
of  the  Marlborough,  a  brave  and  experienced  officer. 

When 
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A4  D.  When  the  Spaniards  were  rcleafed  from  the  Are  oC  the  diipft^ 
'7^2'  they  redoubled  their  aAivtty  againft  the  batteries,  aod  oa  both 
lides  a  conftant  unremitted  fire  was  kept  up  for  feveral  da^s. 
During  this  iharp  and  doubtful  contention  the  merlons  of  thc^ 
grand  battery  unfortunately  took  fire  on  the  3d  of  July.  The 
flames  became  too  powerful  for  oppofition,  and  the  labour  of 
600  men,  for  feventeen  days,  was  deftroyed  in  a  few  hours. 
This  ftroke  was  felt  the  more  fevercly,  becaufe  the  other  hard- 
fiiips  of  the  fiege  were  become  fcarcely  fupportable.  Sicknefk 
had  reduced  the  army  to  almofl  half  its  number.  Three  thou- 
land  feamen  were  at  one  time  unfit  for  fervice,  and  near  double 
that  number  of  foldiers.  The  fcarcity  of  water,  and  the  total 
want  of  wholefome  provifions,  exafperated  the  di£^afe.  The 
army  was  ready  to  peri(h  by  thefe  calamities  |  and^  if  the  harri-« 
cane  fcafon  came  on  before  the  place  were  reduced,  the  deflruc- 
UA  of  the  fleet  was^  inevitable. 

^he  unconquered  fpirit  of  the  commanders  could  hardly 
maintain  the  languifhlng  a£livity  of  the  troops,  when  Sir  James 
Douglas  who  had  parted  from  the  admiral,  in  order  to  fteer  hit 
courfe  for  Jamaica,  arrived  with  the  fleet  from  that  ifland,  carry^ 
ing  many  conveniencies  for  the  fiege.  This  favourable  circum* 
ftance  with  the  hopes  of  a  confiderable  reinforcement  from  New 
York,  which  arrived  a  few  days  afterwards,  reftored  the  vigour 
of  the  men,  and  rouzed  them  to  every  effort.  New  batteries  arole 
in  the  place  of  the  old,  the  fire  of  which  foon  became  equal,  an^ 
afterwards  fuperior  to  that  of  the  enemy ;  the  cannon  of  the  fort 
was  filenced,'the  upper  works  demolifhed,  and  a  lodgement  at 
length  made  in  the  covered  way.  Nocwithftandtng  this  advan«« 
cage,  the  immenfe  ditch  cut  in  the  folid  rock  formed- an  obfhcld 
that  was  very  difficult  to  furmonnt.  To  fill  it  up  wis  impof* 
Able,  and  the  work  of  mining  would  have  been  impr&AicaUe^ 
if  fortunately  a  th!n  ridge  of  rock  had  not  been  left  to  cover  the 
extremity  of  the  ditch,  which  would  otherwife  have  been  open 
to  the  fea.  On  this  narrow  ridge  the  miners  pafied  wholly  un<- 
covered,  and  with  very  little  lofs  made  a  lodgement  at  the  foot 
of  the  wall.  While  they  formed  a  mhac  for  throwing  the  coun- 
terfcarp  into  the  ditch,  another  fap  was  carried  on  along  tbti 
glacis.    In  the  night  of  the  2 id  a  ferjtant  and  tw.clvc  men  fca- 

led 
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Idd^tne  wall  by  furprize  j  but,  the  garrifon  being  alarmed  before  A.  D. 
any  additional  troops  could  fuftain  chem^  they  were  obliged  to  i<^52. 
retreat. 

The  governor  of  the  Moro  now  plainly  faw,  that  the  place 
muft  be  fpeedily  reduced,  unlefs  fome  bold  meafure  were  tried 
for  its  immediate  relief.  Accordiiigly,  next  day  at  four  in  the 
morning,  he  ordered  a  fally  to  be  made  from  the  town  by  J500 
men,  compofed  chiefly  of  thecountry  militia  and  negroes,  divided 
into  three  detachments,  who  attacked  the  befiegers  in  as  many 
different  places.  Meanwhile  a  warm  fire  was  kept  up  from  the 
fort  of  Puntal,  and  the  fhipping  in  the  harbour.  But  the  £ng- 
li(h  guards,  though  Airprized,  defended  themfelves  with  great 
reiblution,  the  pofts  attacked  were  fpeedily  reinforced,  and  the 
enemy  were  driven  precipit^tely  down  the  bill,  without  being 
able  to  deftroy  any  part  of  our  approaches.  The  Englifli  loft 
£fty  men  killed  or  wounded,  and  the  Spaniards  had  400  kil^ 
or  taken  prifoners. 

On  the  30th  of  the  month,  about  two  in  the  nK>rning,  a  float* 
ing  battery  was  towed  into  the  harboui:,  and  fired  with  grape* 
ihot  and  fmall  arms  into  Jthe  ditch,  though  without  any  great  in- 
terruption to  the  miners;  and  the  clofe  fire  of  the  covering  par- 
ty foon  compelled  the  enemy  to  retire/  This  was  the  lail  effort 
ibr  the  relief  of  tlie  Moro^  for  on  that  day  the  mines  did  their 
work.  A  part  of  the  wall  was  blown  up,  and  fell  into  tlie  dicchj 
leaving  a  breach  which,  though  very  narrow  and  di{Hcult,  the 
engineer  judged  practicable.  Orders  were  immediately  given  for 
the  afiault.  Lieutenant-colonel  Stuart  commanded  the  attack. 
The  troops  hoping  to  fee  an  end  of  all  their  hardfhips,  entered 
on  this  mod  dangerous  fervicc  with  the.gr^atc;ft  refolution.  The 
enemy  who  were  drawn  up  to  receive  them,  when  they  had 
pafled  the  breach,  were  terrified  at  the  determined  valour  which 
appeared  in  their  countenances,  and  iied  on  all  fides.  In  vain 
-don  Lewis  de  Velafco  the  governor,  whofe  bravery  and  con- 
duct had  excited  during  the  whole  fiegq  the  admiration  of  his 
enemies,  endeavoured,  with  romantic  courage,  to  defend  the 
colours  of  Spain.  He  fell,  as  well  as  his  fecond  the  marquis 
*Gonfales,  while  attempting  to  no  purpofe  to  rally  his  troops. 
-  About  400  of  the  garrifon  laid  down  their  arms,  and  were 
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A.  D.  made  prifoners:  as  many  were  flaughtered  on  the  fpot;  others 
1 162>  ran  to  the  boats,  and  were  drowned  in  attempting  to  efcape  to 
the  town. 

The  Moro-foit  thus  came  into  the  poflcflion  of  the  Englifh 
after  a  vigorous  ftmgglc  of  40  days  from  the  commencement  of 
the  operations  againft  it.  This  advantage  was  not  immediateljr 
followed  by  the  furrcnder  of  the  Havannah.  The  governor 
feemed  ftill  determined  to  defend  that  place,  the  fire  of  which 
>tas  immediately  turned  againft  the  fortrefs  which  had  beeti  loftj^ 
while  a  fhip  of  the  line  was  fent  dpwn  into  the  harbouri  in  or- 
def  to  batter  it  with  more  cflfedl.  Meanwhile  lord  Albemarle 
ordered  a  line  of  batteries  to  be  ere£lcd  along  the  hill  of  the 
Cevannosy  which  commanded  almoft  the  whole  eafterh  fide  of 
the  city.  Batteries  were  likewife  erefled  Qn  the  weftern  fide  of 
the  town,  which  had  hitherto  been  only  guarded.  When  the£b 
pi^parattons  were  perfeQly  ready  to  take  effbft,  his  lord(hip,  by 
mcflag^,  rcprefcnted  to  the  governor  the  irrefiftiblc  force  of  the 
attack  which  he  was  ready  ro  make  on  the  place,  but  which,  in 
order  to  prevent  unncceflary  effufion  of  blood,  he  was  willing  to 
fufpend,  that  the  Spaniards  alight  haye  time  to  capitulate.  This 
rcprefcutation  was  made  on  the  loth  of  Auguft,  but  to  nopur- 
pofc,  the  governor  returning  for  anfwcr,  that  he  was  determi- 
ned to  defend  the  place,  committed  to  him,  to  the  lad  extre- 
mity. Next  morning  at  day-break,  forry-five  cannon  and  eight 
mortars,  ereiTlcd  on  the  batteries  at  Cevannos,  began  to  play 
againft  the  town  and  the  Punral  with  fuch  continued  and  irrc- 
lirtible  fury,  that  this  fortrefs  was  filenced  before  ten.  In  an- 
oihcr  hour  the  north  baftion  was  almoft  difabled.  About  two 
in  the  afternoon  white  flags  were  difplayed  from  every  quarter 
of  the  town,  and  in  a  Tittle  time  after  a  flag  of  truce  arrived  at 
the  head  quarters  with  propofals  of  capitulation.  The  eftabli (heel 
religion  and  the  ancient  laws  were  to  be  prcfcrved,  and  pri- 
vate property  was  fecurcd  to  the  inhabitants.  The  garrifon, 
which  was  reduced  to  700  men,  were  to  have  the  honours  of 
war,  and  to  be  conveyed  to  Old  Spain,  together  with  the  Spa- 
ni(h  commodore,  the  governor  of  the  Havannah,  the  viceroy  of 
Peru,  and  the  governor  of  Carthagena.  The  Spaniards  ftrag- 
glcJ  hard  to  lave  twelve  Clips  of  the  line  which  lay  in  the  bar- 
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lx>ar;  bat  this  was  a  capital  point,  and  wholly  inadmiflible.  A.  D/ 
TThcy  likcwifc  made  powerful  attempts  to  have  the  harbour  dc-  *7^^» 
elared  neutral  during  the  war ;  but  this  would  have  deftroyed, 
in  a  great  meafure,  the  importance  of  che  conqueft.  It  was  de-^ 
i>ated  for  two  days,  when  hoftilities  were  on  the  point  of  being  . 
roiewed ;  which  made  the  enemy  recede  from  their  demand  ; 
and  the  EngH(h  took  poCefiion  of  the  place  the  14th  of  Auguft  *>. 
Theacquifitionof  the  Havannab  united  in  itfelf  all  the  advan* 
tages  that  can  be  obtained  in  wan  The  enemy  loft  a  whole 
fleet  5  they  were  deprived  of  a  wealthy  eftabliflimcnt  command- 
ing a  rich  and  extenfive  territory ;  and  they  ceded  a  port  which 
commanded  the  only  paflage  by  which  their  (hips  could  conve- 
niently fail  from  the  bay  of  Mexico  to  Europe.  While  this  port 
is  in  the  hands  of  an  enemy,  who  are  mailers  at  fea,  the  court 
of  Madrid  can  receive  no  fupplies  of  trcafure  from  the  Weft 
Indies,  except  by  beating  up  to  windward  from  Cartbagena, 
which  would  expofe  them  to  infinite  trouble  as  well  as  danger 
from  the  Euglifli  fquadrons,  or  by  furrounding  Cape  Horn,  or 
pafling  through  the  Straits  of  Magellan  from  the  South  Sea,  a 
voyage  of  intolerable  length,  and  fubjeA  to  equal  inconvenien- 
cies.  The  redoAion  of  the  Havannah,  while  it  diftrefTed  the 
enemy  in  the  moft  cfiential  manner  by  ftopping  the  fources  of 
their  wealth,  opened  an  eafy  avenue  to  the  conquerors  for 
reaching  their  American  treafures.  In  no  former  war  had  Great 
Britain  acquired  foch  immenfe  fums  at  the  expence  of  her  ene- 
xnies.  Her  fuccefs  in  the  Eaft  ladies  is  faid  to  have  brought  into 
England  near  fix  millions  fince  the  commencement  of  hoftilities ; 
and,  in  the  conqueft  now  made,  (he  obtained,  befides  an  im- 
menfe quantity  of  artillery,  finall  arms,  ammunition,  and  war- 
lake  Acres,  about  three  millions  fterling  in  filver,  tobacco,  and 
valuable  <9^cbandize,  collected ,  on  account  of  the  king  of  Spain, 
in  the  magazines  of  the  Havannah.  In  this  calculation  of  national 
profit  we  vinuft  not  omit  the  capture  of  ihe  Hermione,  a  regifter 
fliip^  the  value  of  which  fell  little  (hort  of  a  million  fterling.  If 
it  had  not  been  for  thefe  extraordinary  pecuniary  fupplies^  with 
which  the  war  was  attended,  it  would  have  been  diiEcult  to 

*  Sec  Appflidir,  N°.  i». 
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A.  D.  carry  it  on  to  fuch  an  amazing  extent.  The  money  which- 1 
atj62*  brought  into  the  kingdom  invigorated  commerce,  and  urged  the 
hand  of  indufiry.  The  remittances  for  foreign  fubfidies  were  in 
a  great  m^afure  paid  by  bilk  on  merchants  fettled  abroad,  wiio 
had  received  the  value  of  thefe  draughts  io  the  produce  of  Bri- 
tiflv  manufa£tures^  The  trade  of  England  increaied  gradually 
every  year,,  and  fuch  a  fcene  of  national  pcofpcrity,  during  the 
courfe  of  a  long,  expenfive,.  and  bloody  war,,  waa  never  exhi-* 
bited  by  any  people  in  the  worlds 

In  the  ex'pedition  againft  the  Havannab,  the  ipirit,  unanlmitf, 
and  perfeverance  of  the  army  and  navy  were  eminently  confpi- 
cuous.  Never  indeed  was  there  a  period  of  fuch  cordial  co- 
operation between  tbe  land  and  fea  forces,,  or  fitch  a  pun&uai 
attention  to  orders.  One  captain  only,  of  the  name  of  Camp- 
belf,  having  negleded  tty  perform  his  duty  in  leading  the  fqua* 
dron  which  attacked  the  Moro,  was  obliged  to  quit  the  fenrke. 
As  it  is  our  plan  to  give  an  account  of  the  more  important 
enterprizes,  which  fucceeded  through  the  co-cperation  of  the 
navy,  before  we  proceed  to  relate  the  exploits  purely  navaU 
which  diftinguifhed  the  year  1762^  we  mud  now  carry  the 
reader's  attentionto  the  etpedition  againft  the  Philippine  iflands, 
which  is  one  of  the  bed  condu£ked,  mod  fpleBdid,attd  moft  im- 
portant  of  all  the  fuccefies  which  adorn  the  annals  of  this  glo- 
fious  war.  The  defign  of  this  expedition,  whichy  if  fttccefsfiil,. 
would  give  as  icvere  a  wound  to  the  interefts  of  Spain  in  the 
Eaft  Indies,  as  (he  had  received,  by  the  taking  of  the  Havannafa^ 
on  the  fide  of  A<nerica,  was  fuggeiled  by  the  following  accident. 
After  the  memgrable  defence  of  Madras  ki  1^759,  colonel  Dra«^ 
per's  bad  ftate  of  health  obliged  him  to  leave  that  country.  He 
embarked  in  company  with  the  honourable  captain  Howe,  then 
commander  of  the  WincheUea,.  for  Canton  in  China,  a  place  witb 
which  the  inhabitants  of  the  Philippines  carry  on  a  confiderable 
traffic.  Here  the  colonel  employed  himfelf  in  acquiring  a  miQii||i 
knowledge  of  the  prefent  (late  of  the  Spaniards  in  thde  iflands, 
and  difcovcred  that,  confiding  in  their  remote  diftance  from  Eu- 
rope, they  were  perfuaded,  that  no  attempt  againft  them  would 
'  ever  be  deemed  practicable.  This  had  lulled  them  into  fuch  a  per- 
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£c6k  fecuritji  that  they  had  t'otaUy  negle£led  the  keeping  up  of  A.  D* 
a  regular  military  force  for  their  own  defence.  ^  7^*» 

Colonel  Draper  communicated  his  ideas  on  this  fubjed  to 
lord  Anfon  and  lord  Egremonr,  upon  the  firfl  rumours  of  a 
V9zr  with  Spain.  His. information  met  with  that  attention  which 
it  deferved.  He  was  deGred  to  giTe  a  memorial  in  writings 
explaining  his  plan  at  full  length,  and  afTored,  that,  if  aSpanifli 
"war  became  unavoidable)  the  undertaking  (hould  be  recom- 
mended to  bis  majefty. 

The  motives  to  the  execution  of  this  enterprize  were  many 
and  powerful.     The  Philippines  or  Manillas  form  a  principal 
diviGon  of  that  imnienfe  Indian  ArchipelagOi  which  confifts  of 
above  1200  ifiinds,  extending  from  the  nineteenth  degree  of 
north  latitude,  almoft  in  a  continued  chain,  to  the  (hores  of 
Ncyr  Guinea  and  the  great  fouthern  continent.  The  Philippines, 
iKrhich  form  the  northermoft  clufter  of  thefe  iilands,  are,  fome 
of  tbern^  among  the  largefl,  and  all  of  them,  naturally,  among 
the  richeft  ifiands  in  the  world.     They  were  added  to  the  Spa- 
nifh  monarchy,  in  its  meridian  glory,  under  Phifip  II.  and, 
hdng  happily  iituated  for  commerce,  they  werq  ufed  as  the  cen- 
tre of  communication  for  the  Afiatic  and  American  trade.  They 
may  receive  European  goods  by  the  way  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  conneding  the  traffic  of  China,  Japan,  and  the  Spice 
iflands  with  that  of  £urope  and  America,  unite  all  the  extenfive 
dominions  of  Spain  in  one  commercial  chain  with  the  richeft 
countries  upon  earth. 

The  principal  iiland  of  the  Philippines  is  called  Manilla  or  > 
Luconia,  extending  300  miles  in  length,  and  90,  at  a  medium, 
in  breadtk.  The  foil  is  cultivated  by  the  Datives  with  uncom- 
soon  induftry  for  this  part  of  the  world  ;  the  Chinefe,  who, 'af- 
ter the  Tartar  conqueft  in  the  laft  centuryi  fled  here  in  great  ^ 
numbers,  are  the  artiznns,  and  the  Spaniards  enjoy  the  govern- 
^nt,  and  beft  part  of  the  commerce.  The  reft  of  the  Philip- 
pine iflands,  as  far  as  the  Spaniih  power  prevails  in  them,  are 
under  the  government  of  Luconia,  the  capital  of  which  is  Rf  a- 
liUla,  iituated  on  the  fouth-eaft  of  the  ifland,  and  lying  upon  a 
very  fair  and  fpaeious  harbour.  Here  the  large  vcflcls  or  gal- 
Itong  annually  arrive^  and  from  this  place  they  fail  for  AK:a- 
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A.  D.  puico  in  Amcrkai  loaded  with  money  or  goods  Co  the  value  of 
^^62.  near  a  million  fterling.  In  the  war  of  1739*  tbe  taking  ooc  of 
thefe  galleons  was  confidered  as  tbe  moft  brilfiant  foccefs  which 
attended  the  Britiih  fquadrpns.  But  now  they  were  td  aim  at  an 
higher  objed ;  not  at  a  particular  cargo,  but  at  the  principal 
mart  of  commerce  which  fapplied  this  cargo ;  and  which,  wheii 
put  in  our  poflfeflion,  would  enable  us  to  deftroy  the  intefcoitrfc 
of  any  other  European  ftate  with  the  empires  of  China  and  Ja- 
pan, while  it  procured  the  highed  refpeA  for  the  Britifli  flag  all 
Qver  thofe  wealthy  and  extenfive  regions; 

The  grandeur  of  this  defign  was  fufficieAt  to  reuze  the  moft 
Tigorous  efforts  of  adminiflration.  But  the  additional  weight  of 
Spain,  in  tbe  fcale  of  the  enemies  of  Great  Briuin,  required 
all  the  exertions  of  her  flrength  nearer  home.  It  was  impolE- 
ble,  therefore^  to  fpare  (hips  or  troops  for  undertaking  a  con- 
queft  fo  diAant  and  precarious,  however  adTantageous  and 
fplendid^  But,  fortunately,  the  preceding  events  of  ibis  glo- 
rious war  naturally  paved  the  way  for  thofe  which  We^e  to  fol* 
low.  The  fuccefs  of  one  expedition  not  only  fuggefted  the  idea 
but  facilitated  the  execution  of  another.  By  the  fortune  of  our 
arms  in  the  eaft,  we  were  become  arbiters  of  the  great  peninfii* 
la  of  India ;  the  French  were  expelled ;  the  Dutch  humbled  % 
and  there  was  nothing  in  tbo£s  parts  to  refift  the  Britifh  force, 
or  even  to  afford  employment  to  all  the  troops  that  were  kept 
on  foot.  Nothing*  therefore,  was  demanded  from  Great  Bri« 
tain,  but  a  light  fHgate  to  carry  colonel  Draper  to  JMadras^ 
,  where  alone  fuitable  preparations  might  be  made  for  this  impor- 
tant enterprize.  He  arrived  there  the  latter  end  ofjmic,  17^2, 
and  was  appointed  brigadier-general  and  commander  io  chief  of 
the  land-forces  to  be  employed  in  the  expedition.  Thefqaadron 
commanded  by  vice-admiral  CorniOi,  a  brave  and  able  oSiceVf 
coniifted  of  feveral  Qiips  of  the  line  >,  beiides  frigates.  The 
troops  allotted  for  this  expedition  confifted  of  one  regii;neitf| 

I  Thefe  were  the  Norfolk,  Panther,  America,  Seaforii  frigtte,  Eliftbccfa, 
Grafton,  Argo  frigate,  i^enox,  Weymouth,  SeAborfe  frigate.  The  Falmoach 
was  left  at  the  reqiicd  of  the  preftdent  and  council  of  Madrai,  to  convoy  the 
Eflfx  Indiaman  which  had  on  baard  the  trrafure  for  the  China  cargoe*;  but  (he 
•f  rived  liine  enough  to  have  her  (bare  in  the  expedition. 
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wUY)  a  company  of  the  royal  artillery,  reinforced  with  600  fepoys,  A.  D. 
one  company  of  Caffresjj  one  of  Topazes,  one  of  pioneers,  with  1762. 
(cvcral  hundreds  of  unarmed  Lafcars,  for  the  ufc  of  the  engi- 
neer? and  the  park  of  artillery.     The  admiral  fiipplied  a  fine 
battalion  of  550  feimeni^  and  270  marines.     The  whole  force 
amounted  to  no  more  than  2300  effeftive  men;  an  iiKonfider- 
able  number)  but  of  tried  valour,  inured  to  toil  and  hardfliip^ 
and  rendered  equal  by  their  difciplined  bravery  to  the  ftrength 
of  a  great  army.     The  79th  regiment,  which  was  the  only  re- 
gular' body  of  troops  employed  on  this  fervice,  bad  been  the 
firft  who  checked  the  progrefs  of  the  French  in  India  (  their 
valour  had  given  the  happy  turn  to  the  war  under  colonel 
Cootc;  they  were  inured  to  the  climate,  and  accuftomed  to 
yiftory ;  and  their  arras  were  worthy,  to  extend  the  glory  of 
Great  Britain  to  the  remotcft  verge  of  A(ia. 

The  enterprise  was  no  fooner  refolved  upon,  than  the  s^dmi- 
fsil  detached  captain  Grant  of  the  Seahorfe  to  the  entrance  of 
tbe  Chine(e  fea,  with  itidruAions  to  intercept  all  veiTels  bound 
for  Manilla,  that  the  efiemy,  who  were- even  ignorant  of  the 
declaration  of  war,  might  receive  no  intelligence  of  any  defign 
formed  againft  them.     The  fuccefs  of  the  enterprize  depended 
jOiuch  oti  expedition,  not  only  in  order  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  being  rouzed  from  their  fecurity,  but  in  order  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  wind  j  for  if  the  north-weft  Monfoon  fliould  fet 
in  with  any  violence  before  the  fleet  were  well  advanced  on  their 
voyage,  the  whole  deGgn  would  be  defeated.     Accordingly  no 
time  was  loft.     In  the  fpace  of  three  weeks  the  trobps  were 
embodied  and  formed,  and  the  ftores  got  ready  and  (hipped, 
not  with  ftaftding  a  raging  and  perpetual  furf,  which  in  thofe  cH- 
snates  is  one  of  the  greateft  difficulties  in  any  expedition,  great- 
ly cmbarrafflng  the  embarkation,  and  rendering  ftill  more  ha- 
z^dous  the  debarkation  of  troops,  efpecially  in  the  face  of  an 

The  fleet  failed  in  two  divifions  the  begJhning  of  Auguft,  and 
on  B  19th  arrived  at  Malacca  ;  a  place  formerly  confidered  at 
the  key  of  the  Indian  commerce,  and  ftill  the  centre  of  a  very 
con*krable  trade.  The  Dutch,  to  whom  it  now  belooged,  al« 
though  they  looked  with  no  very  f^ivourabl?  eye  on  the  progrefs 
■•■'"''•■■  '  of 
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A.  D.  of  the  Englifli  in  thofe  eaftern  regions,  were  afraid  to  dUcoTcr 
1 7^2-  any  fymptom  of  jealoufy.  The  EngliOi  fleet  ufed  Malacca  as  a 
port  of  their  own,  and  fupplied  themfelves  not  only  with  re- 
fre(hinents,  but  with  every  neceflary  not  already  provided  for 
jthe  fiege  of  Manilla.  In  39  d^iys  from  Malacca  they  came  in 
fight  of  Luconia^  the  weather  having  in  general  proved  favour-^ 
able,  although  the  fqu^drqn  was  once  feparate4  in  a  ftorm. 

The  next  in  command  to  the  vic^*admiral  was  commodore 
Tiddeman  \  and  the  battalion  of  feamen  and  marines  was  under 
the  captains  Collins,  Pitchford,  Ind  Purry,  who  behaved  du« 
ring  th^  whole  fervice  with  equal  gallantry  and  condu£t  The 
officers  fubordinate  to  brigadicr*general  Draper  were  the  lieute- 
nant-colonels Monfon  and  Scott,  major  Barker  who  commanded 
die  artillery,  and  major  Moore.  Mr.  Drake,  and  fome  other 
gentlemen  in  the  Eaft  India  company's  fervice,  were  appointed 
to  take  care  of  the  interefts  of  their  conftituents,  according  to 
a  convention  made  with  the  prelident  and  council  of  Madras, 
by  which  the  Ead  India  company  were  to^have  a  third  part  of 
the  booty  or  ranfom,  and  to  be  inveAed  with  the  government  of 
the  conquered  country.  The  land  and  fea  forces  agreed  by 
common  confent  to  participate  in  the  diftribution  of  their  feveral 
captures,  according  to  the  rules  eftabliflied  in  the  navy.  The 
character  of  the  commanders,  as  well  as  thefe  wife  precautions, 
prevented  the  lead  difagreement  from  arifing  between  thcarmy 
and  marine,  either  in  the  conduft  of  tbcenterprize,  or  in  the 
diviiion  of  the  fruits  of  their  fucceft. 

The  admiral  having  founded  the  coa'n:,«dircovered  a  conveni- 
ent place  for  landing  the  troops,  about  two  miles  to  the  fouth* 
ward  of  Manilla.  On  the  24th  of  September,  the  proper  dif- 
pofitions  being  made,  and  the  three  frigates  Argo,  Seahorfe, 
and  Seafbrd,  moored  very  near  -the  fhore,  to  eover  the  defcent ; 
three  diviflons  of  the  forces  were  put  on  board  the  boats  of  the 
fieet,  conduced  by  the  captains  Parker,  Kempenfield,  and  Bri^B 
con,  and  landed  at  ^e  church  and  village  of  Malata.  'ttixs 
was  not  performed  without  great  difficulty,.4wi  account  ol^mio^. 
lent  furf,  which  dafhed  many  of«th%  boats  to  pieces.  AT  the 
iame  tii;ne  the  enemy  begaA  to  ^fTembl^  in  great  nuiM%r$9  * 
bp*Jti  horic  and  infancry,  t^o  oppofc  tt^o^defcent^  but  ihe  captains 
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Slings  Grant,  and  Prighin,  who  cdmiiianded  the  covering  fri-  A.  D. 
gatesj  maintained  fuch  a  warm  fire  of  cannon  to  the  right  and  i?^^* 
left  that  they  foon  difperfcd,  and  the  general  difembarked  his 
troops  without  the'lofs  of  a  finglc  man.  The  days  which  im- 
xnediately  fiiccedded  their  landing  were  fpent  in  fcizingthc  mod 
advantageous  pofts,  in  fecuring  the  communication  with  tlie  na* 
-▼y,  and  in  reconnoitring  the  roads  and  approaches  to  the  town. 
They  found  it  defended  by  fomc  good  works,  conftrudkd  in  a 
"Tegular  manner,  and  garrifoned  by  about  800  Spanifli  troops. 
The  Englifli  forces  were  too  few  to  invefl  the  place,  fo  as  to 
prevent  it  from  being  fupplied  with  provifions  from  the  country, 
or  from  receiving  affiftance  from  the  natives,  a  fierce  and  daring 
people,  who,  though  unacquainted  with  the  ufe  of  fire-arms 
and  the  regular  difcipline  of  war,  were  like  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Indian  ifles,  extremely  formidAle  on  account  of  their 
martial  fpirir,  native  intrepidity,  and  contempt  of  death.  The 
governor  t)f  the  place  Avas  a  churchman  and  archbifliop,  who 
ftiled  himfelf  captain-general  of  the  Philippines  ;  and,  however 
ill  qualified  by  his  profeffion  for  the  defence  ctf  a  town.attacfc- 
cd,  feemed  well  fitted  for  this  tafk  by  his  fpirit  and  jcfolutioo. 
The  day  afterthe  troops  landed  the  enemy  abandoned  avfmati 
fort  called  the  Pulverifta,  which  proved  an  c-noellent  jJlace  of 
-arms  for  covering  the  landing  of  the  ftores  and  artillery.  Co- 
lonel Monfon,  with  an  advanced  party  of  200  men,  occupied 
the  church  of  the  Hcrmita,  about  900  yards  from  the  city 
The  head  quarters  were  fixed  in  the  curate's  houfe,  and  fecureid 
by  the  fcventy-ninch  regiment,  as  a  ppft  of  the  utmoft  import- 
ance,, both  from  its  ftrength,  and  the  commodious  cover  it  af- 
forded from  the  rains  which  bad  deluged  the  country,  and  ren-  * 
dered  k  impofiible  to  encamp.  The  marines  were  'left  at  the 
Mnlata,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Pulverifta,  to  prefervc 
the  communication  with  the  fleets,  and  guard  the  ftores  andac- 

«lery,  which,  on  account  of  the  furf,  were  not  landed  with- 
t  great  danger  and  fatigue.     The  battalion  of  feamen  ^erc 
Rationed  between  the  fcventy-ninth  regiment  and  the  marines ; 
and  a  b<Wy  of  men  was  advanced  within  300  yards  of  the  town^ 
and  poflefled  themfelves  of  the.  church  of  St.  Jngo,  which  they 
Y^,  iV..  f  »f  mainiiiined, 
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A.  D.  maintained,  notwithftanding  its  being  expofed  to  the  Bxc  of  tHc 
1762.  enemy. 

Before  battcricB  could  be  creftcd,  the  enemy,  on  the  26th  of 
September,  nttcmptcd  a  fall;  with  about  400  men.  They  were 
•commanded  by  the  chevalier  de  Fayette,  and  having  two  field  - 
pieces,  advanced  to  the  right  of  the  Englifh  advanced  poik,  and 
began  to  cannons^de.  l^ut  colonel  Monfpn  at  the  head  of  the 
piquets,  reinforced  by  a  fmall  body  of  feamen,  (oon  dxoye  them 
back  into  the  town.  Their  retreat  was  fo  precipiuce  that  they 
left  one  of  their  field-piece?  on  the  glacis. 

It  was  imagined  that  the  evidence  of  th^ir  inferiority  in  this 
flight  encounter  wpuld  bjc  a^  inducement  tp  the  governor  to  en- 
deavour at  obtaining  advantageous  terms  by  an  early  furrender. 
A  fummoAS  was  fent  to  him  for  thi$  purpofe  j  to  which  he  re- 
turned fuch  an  anfwer  as  ihowed  we  had  nothing  to  expe£^  but 
vhat  we  were  able  to  command.  Indeed,  bad  the  valour  of 
the  garrifon  corrcfpondcd  to  the  fpirited  declaration  of  the  go- 
vernor, the  town  would  have  had  nothing  to  apprehend  from  an 
enemy,  whofc  numbers  obliged  them  to  confine  their  operations 
to  one  corner  of  the  place,  leaving  two  thirds  of  it  open  to  all 
manner  of  fupplics.  The  front,  to  which  the  attack  was  di- 
redcd,  was  defended  by  the  baftions  of  St.  Djcgo  and  St.  An- 
drew ;  a  ravelin  which  covered  the  royal  gate,  a  wet  ditch,  co- 
vered way  ^nd  glacis.  The  baftions  were  in  good  order,  mount- 
ed with  a  great  numj)er  of  fine  brafs  cannon ;  but  the  ditch  fiad  - 
never  been  completed,  the  covered  way  was  out  of  repair,  aijd 
^he  glacis  was  top  low. 

While  th^  works  were  goi^g  forward  with  ^reat  iiapidity^ 
fome  Araggling  feamen  were  murdered  by  the  lavages,  which 
induced  the  governor  to  fend  out  a  flag  of  truce  to  apologize  for 
this^  barbarity,  and  at  the  faine  time  to  re^ueft  the  releafe  of  his 
nephew,  wbp  had  been  lately  taken  in  the  bay  by  the  boats  0^ 
^he  fleet.  I{is  demand  was  complied  with,  and  lieuten|^ 
f  ryar  was  fent  under  a  ^g  of  truce,  to  co.ndu£l  the  prifpneXB 
(own.  At  that  time  a  detachment  of  the  garrifi>n,  intermixed 
with  a  body  of  Indians,  faUied  out  to  attack  one  of  the  po&s  of 
the  befiegers  ;  when  the  favages  ignorant  of  the  law  of  nationsy 
and  difregarding  the  facrcd  clyiraftcr  of  an  officer  under  a  fafc 

condufl. 
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'tehdiiA,  aflaulted  Mr.  Fryar  with  tb^i^oft  brutal  fury,  mang*  A.  D. 
ting  his  body  in  a  mod  (hocking  taianncr^  and  mortally  wound-  l^62• 
ing  the  Spanifh  gentleman^  Who  endeavoured  to  prbtefl  bis  con« 
du£fcor.  In  their  attack  they  Were  foon  repelled  by  the  Britiili 
party  who  defended  the  poft  ;  their  favage  cruelty  had  cxafpe- 
rated  the  troops,  and  wheneteir  th^y  fell  into  tho  hahds  of  the 
Knglifh  foldicrsj  they  found  no  mercy. 

Meanwhile  the  indefatigable  vigour  toiid  unconquerable  Fpirit 
oF  our  foldiets  and  fcachen  had  raifcd  three  batteries  for  cannbri 
and  mdrtarSy  whicK  played  oh  the  town  with  confiderable  cfFed. 
The  navy  which  had  hitherto  afliftcd  no  other  wife  than  in  co- 
vering the  landing)  and  in  furniihing  men  and  ftores,  began  now 
to  take  a  dircft  part  in  the  ficgc.  On  the  apth  the  admiral  or- 
dered the  ^lifabeth  and  the  Falmouth  to  lie  a^  near  the  town  a<t 
the  depth  of  wateir  would  allo^,  and  to  enfilade  the  enemy's 
{ront  in  order  ttt  fecond  thfe  operations  of  the  army.  Although 
tbe  (hallows  kept  them  at  tbb  great  a  diflance  tb  have  all  th(i 
cffefk  which  cduld  have  been  wi'fhcdi  their  fire  did  not  fail  to 
produce  girat  coiifufion  and  terror  among  the  inhabitants^  and 
to  add  very  confiderably  to  the  fatigue  of  the  garrifon. 

The  operations  of  the  bcficgers  were  for  fome  days  retnrded 
by  an  event  whith  threatened  to  dcftrby  at  once  all  the  effefta 
oiF  their  induftry  and  fcoiiragc.  t)uring  the  firft  days  of  Odobeir 
a  deluge  of  rain  pourfed  down^  accompanied  by  a  'mighty  florm  of 
Vvind.  The  fquadron  Wai  in  the  greateft  danger,  and  all  cbm-^ 
munication  with  it  and  the  army  entirely  cut  off.  The  South-Sea 
CaAle  ftore-fhipi  which  had  lately  arrived,  and  contained  the 
greateft  part  bf  the  tools  and  neceffaries  forprofecuting  the  fiege, 
Was  driven  on  fliore.  The  governorj  or  archbiihop  bf  the  place^ 
added  to  the  advantage  of  thefe  appearances  in  his  favour,  by 
calling  in  the  aid  of  his  ecclcfiaftical  charafter.  He  gave  out, 
that  the  aiigel  of  the  I^ord  Was  gone  forth  to  deftroy  the  Eng* 
(Pfh,  like  the  hod  of  Sennacherib  of  old ;  and  this  mifcrable 
fuperftition  did  not  fail  to  raife  the  fpirits  of  a  fearfal  and  cow« 
ardly  garrifort. 

The  circumftances  of  this  ftorm,  by  an  extraordinary  fpecies 
of  good  fortune,  became  favourable  to  the  bcfiegcrs.  Tbc 
Souih-fea  Caftle,  by  being  driven  on  fiiorc  without  anyconfi- 
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A.  D.  (krable  daouge,  gave  ai^afy  and  ready  accefs  to  all  the  {t€^rc% 
^1^2.  and  provifions  which  (he  contained.     In  the  fituation  in  wbich 
die  lay  oh  (horci.  her  cannon  became  a  prote£tio]|  to  the  rear  aS 
the  Engliih  camp ;  and,  by  enfilading  the  whole  beach  to  the 
fouthwardy  (he  kept  in  awe  a  body  e£  I«idiana  who  threatened 
9n  attack  on  the  PuhrcriAa  and  the  magazine  of  the  befiegers  at 
the  Malata.     At  the  fame  time  the  confidence  which  the  enemy 
derived'  from  the  natural  helpfr  arifing  from  the  (lormy  and   in 
the  lupernaturaloues  added  by  their  fuperftition^  rendered  them 
more  remifs  and  langoid  in  their  defence  j  while  the  roaring  of 
the  i^a,  occafioned  by  the  great  furf,  prevented  them  from  hear* 
ing  the  noifc  of  the  £ngli(h  workmen,  who  were  bufy  in  the 
night  in  compieting.  the  feveral  batteries^  in  finishing  a  parallel 
and  communication  from  tbefe  to  the  advanced  poft  at  the 
church,  on  the  left  of  which  they  eftabliflied  a  fpacious  place  of 
I         arms.     All  this  wa»  aocomplLQied  on  the  3d,  and,  the  battery 
being  opened  againft  the  left  face  of  St.  Diego*s  baftion^  the  fire 
was  fo  well  dirc£led  by  the  ikill  of  major  Barber,  thai  in  a  few 
hours  twelve  pieces  of  cannon,  mounted  on  the  face  of  the  ba- 
ilion,  were  totally  filenced,  and  the  enemy  obliged  to  retire. 
In  lefs  than  two  days  all  their  other  defences  were  greatly  im- 
paired. 

TKc  Spaniards,  feeing  their  fortifications  no  tonger  tenable, 
projeiSt-crd  a  fally  difpofed  in  two  attacks  i>pon  the  two-  moft  im- 
portant pofts  of  the  Englifh.  The  firft  was  to  be  made  upon 
the  canrontornt  of  ieamen,  who  v^ere  known  to  have  had  the 
moftconnderable  part  in  the  mana^ment  of  the  artillery  during 
the  whole  fiege.  The  fecond  was  to  be  made  On  the  church  of 
3t.  Jago,  which  had  been  of  fb  much  confequence  in  proteAing 
the  beCegers  in  their  approaches^  and  which  covered  a  flank  of 
the  army. 

In  the  middle  of  the  night  preceding  the  4th  of  0£lobcr, 
1000  Indians  marched  out  upon  the  firll  attack.  They  wer^ 
much  encouraged  by  the  inceifant  rains,  which  they  hoped  haa 
rendered  the  lire-arms  ufclcfs ;  while  their  own  arms,  confifting 
only  of  bows  and  lances,  could  fuffer  nothing  from  fucb  acci- 
dents. Their  approach  was  favoured  by  a  great  number  of  thick 
bulhes,  growing  on  the  fide  of  a  rivukt,  through  which  they 

paficel 
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patSed  in  the  night,  without  being  gprceived  by  the  pntroles.  A.  D. 
IVhea  they  arrived  at  the  quarter  of  the  feamen,  they  began  i?^?* 
the   work  of  deftruAion  with  a  more  than  hoftile  fury.    Th^ 
£nglifli,  though  furprizedi  maintained  their  ground  with  ftea* 
dtne&t  and  repelled  the  mad  rage  of  tl^  lavages  with  manly  per« 
fevering  courage.  Prudently  fetisfied  with  thisf  advantage,  thef 
remained  firm  in  their  pofts  till  day«break|i  whem  two  piquets  of 
the  feventy*nintb  regiment  arrived  to  their  aOiftance.    The  In* 
dians,  notwithftandin^  the  weaknefs  of  their  armour,  advanced 
in  the  moft  r<;folute  manner  to  the  attack,  fought  with  incredi-i 
ble  ferocity^  when  repul&d,  returned  with  redoubled  fury  to  the 
muzzles  of  the  Englifh.muJkets,  and  died  like   wild  heafl^ 
gnawing  their  bayonets.     At  length,  however,  they  were  obli« 
ged  to  retreat  before  the  difciplined  valour  of  the  Englifh,  ha- 
lving loft  300  men  in,  this  daring  and  unequal  attack. 

The  bad  iuccefs  of  the  firft  attempt  did  not  difcourage  thofe 
nvho  were  ordered  on  the  fecond.  This  began  juft  as  the  for* 
mer  had  been  defeated^  and  appeared  at  firft  more  favourable  to 
the  hopes  of  the  Spaniards.  The  Seapoys,  who  defended  tho 
church  of  St.  Jago,  were  far  firom  pofiefting  the  firmnefs  of  the 
Engllih  failors,  and,  being  diilodged  without  difficulty,  retired 
in  confufion  from  their  poft.  The  enemy>  who  coafifted  ncc 
only  of  Indians  but  of  a  ftrong  detachment  from  the  Spaniih 
garrifon,  immediately  fcized  the  church,  climbbd  to  the  top,  and 
from  thence  poured  down  a  violent  fire  on  our  people,  who 
naaintained  thcmfclves  with  patience  and  refolution,  until  a  de-^ 
tachment  with  ten  field-pieces  came  to  their  relief.  Then  the 
Spaniards  were  compelled  to  give  way,  leaving  70  of  their  num- 
ber dead  on  the  fpot.  Nor  were  we  freed  from  thefe  refolute 
attacks  without  confiderable  lofs.  This,  with  the  former  ac- 
tion, coft  the  befiegers  above  40  men,  including  captain  Strahari 
of  the  feventy'^ninth  regiment,  and  lieutenant  Porter  of  the 
^orfolk,  two  galLint  officers  who  fell  univerfally  regretted. 

This  was  the  laft  eftbrt  of  the  garrifon  in  its  own  defence* 
The  unruly  fpirit  of  the  Indians,  impatient  of  repulfe,  and  dif« 
couraged  by  repeated  defeats,  led  them  to  return  home.  The 
fire  of  the  garrifon  grew  faint,  and  all  the  outworks  of  the  ene- 
my were  now  in  a  ruinous  condition.  The  opt  rations  of  the  be- 
fiegers^ 
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A.  D.  ficgers,  on  tbe  other  hz^fif  were  fo  well  direQed,  and  cairi^ 
tj62.  on  withfuch  vigour^  that  on  the  5tb  the  breach  appeared  praAU 
cable.  It  was  eJcpefi^d^  that  the  garrifon  would  demand  a  ca- 
pitulation, when  no  law  of  honour^  becaufc  there  was  no  pro- 
fped  of  fuccefs,  required  a  farther  defence.  But  thie  bcfiegers 
had  to  do  with  the  fullen  obftinacj  of  Spaniards^  who  negleAcd 
all  opportunities  of  obtaining  favourable  term d,  and  Itithoiit  ta- 
king proper  meafures  for  defending  the  breach. 

The  £ngli(h  general,  not  finding  any  deCre  6f  capltulatMHi  in 
the  enemy,  prepared  without  delay,  and  with  the  moft  jndicious 
arrangements  for  the  ftorm.     On  the  6th  at  four  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  troops  deftincd  for  this  fcrvice,  filed  ofiTfrorh  their  quar- 
ters in  fmall  bodies  to  avoid  fufpicion,  and  gradually  afiemUing 
at  the  church  of  St.  Jago,  concealed  themfelves  in  the  place  of 
arms,  and  on  the  parallel  between  the  church  and  the  battery. 
Meanwhile  major  Barker  maintained  a  clofe  fire  upon  every  part 
of  the  enemy's  works,  from  which  we  might  apprehend  any  mo- 
Icftation.     At  day-break  a  large  body  of  Spaniards  wtfc  fccn 
formed  on  the  ballion  of  St.  Andrew,  as  if  they  had  received 
intimation  of  the  Intended  aflault,  and  had  refolved  to  annoy 
the  aflailants  from  the  retired  flanks  of  the  baftion,  where  they 
had  flill  two  cannon  fit  for  fervice.     But  the  explofion  of  fomd 
(hells  thrown  among  them  by  the  beCegers  bad  fo  good  an  ef« 
fcft,  that  it  made  them  difperfe  and  retire  in  confufiori; 

The  Britifli  troops  took  immediate  advantage  of  this  events 
and  direfled  by  the  fignal  of  a  general  dlfcharge  from  the  artil* 
Icry  and  mortars,  rufhed  on  to  the  afTaulc  under  covtfr  of  a  thick 
fmoke  which  blew  direftly  on  the  town.  Lieutenant  Ruflel,  ait 
the  head  of  do  voluhtccrs  from  different  corps,  led  thfc  way; 
They  were  fupported  by  the  grenadiers  of  the  fcventy-ninth  re- 
giment. A  body  of  pioneers,  to  clear  the  breach,  and  if  nc^ 
ceflary,  to  make  lodgements,  followed  \  a  battalion  of  fcaincn  ad-i 
Vanccd  next,  fupported  by  two  grahd  divifions  of  the  fcventy-s 
ninth  regiment ;  and  the  troops  of  thcEaft  India  company  form- 
ed the  rear*  Difpofed  in  this  excellent  ordcrj  the  affailants,  to 
the  number  of  2000  men^  mounted  the  breach  with  amazing 
fpirit  and  aftivity.  The  Spaniards  retired  fo  fuddenly  thit  it  was 
imagined  they  depended  entirely  on  their  tnijpes.  Captain  Ste* 
Vfcnfon  was  ordered  to  examine  the  gtoundi  which  removed  all 

apprchcnfion 
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apprelieniioniroin  this  danger  ^  and  the  Eng1ifl\  troops  penetra-  A.  D, 
ted  Into  the  town  without  meeting  with  any  oppofition  until  they  176^* 
^aoie  to  the  royal  gate,  where  there  was  a  guard-houfe  defend- 
ed by  1 00  Spaniards  and  Indians,   Here  major  More  was  tranf- 
fixed  ijvith  an  arrow^  and  about  twenty  of  our  men  felU     The 
guard  refufed  quarter,  and  were  cut  to  pieces.     In  proceeding 
forwarcl  the  troops  were  galled  with  fliot  from  the  galleries  of 
lofty  houfes,  furrounding  the  great  fquare.  But  the  Spanifli  fol* 
diers  every  where  gave  way  before  them.     Three  hundred  pe- 
riChed  in  endeavouring  to  efcape  by  pafllng  a  deep  and  rapid  ri- 
ver.     The  governor  and  principal  magiftratcs  imprudently  rc-». 
treated  to  the  citadel,  which  was  by  no  means  a  tenable  pod  ; 
and  as  (he  Englifh  general  had  no  offer  of  capitulation  either  on 
the  part  of  the  garrifon  or  inhabitants,  it  was  impofiible  to  pre- 
-vent  fome  of  the  calamities  which  ufually  happen  to  cities  taken 
by  ftorm,  from  the  cruel  rapacious  licenfe  of  the  common  fol- 
diers.    Tbofe  who  had  retired  into  the  citadel  dreading  to  be 
expofed  to  equal  fuffcrings,  furrcndered  at  difqretion.     The 
marquis  of  Villa  Medina,  with  the  reft  of  the  Spaniih  officers, 
were  admitted  as  prifoners  of  war  on  their  parole  of  honour  ; 
and  all  the  Indians  were  diAniiTed  in  fafety«    At  the  fame  time 
admiral  Cornifli  and  general  Draper,  in^uenced  by  a  generoiity 
familiar  to  bur  commanders,  though  able  to  command  every 
thing  by  force,  admitted  the  inhabitants  to  a  capitulation,^  by 
which  they  enjoyed  their  liberties,^  lives,  properties,  and  the  ad- 
mlniftration  of  their  domeftic  government.     In  confequence  of 
this  agreement  the  town  and  port  of  Cavite,  with  the  iflands  and 
forts  depending  upon  Manilla,  we^e  furrcndered  to  his  Britannic 
majefty;  and  four  millions  of  dollars  werepromifed  as  a  ranfom 
for  favingthe  hpufes  and  tff^Qs  of  the  inhabitants^.  The  admi- 
ral took  pofleilion  of  feveral  large  fhips,  with  a  vaft  quantity  of 
tnilitary  and  naval  (lores  \  and  the  Englifh  found  here  every  re- 
frefliment  to  recruit  the  men^  and  every  neceflary  to  refit  the 
fquadron.     Tbe'Eaft  India  company  were  intitled  to  one  third 
^         pf  the  ranfom,  and  the  conqueft  according  to  agreement  was 
delivered  up  to  Dawfon  Drake,  Efqj  and  the  other  individual^ 
appointed  to  receive  them  in  behalf  of  that  company. 

fc  At  tbif  tukUm  i^oever  paid,  cpmmanders  in  future  will  do  well  to  take 
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A.  D.     This  important  acquifition  was  rendered  complete  by  another 
1762-  fortunate  CTcnt.    During  the  Cege  admiral  CorniQi  received  in- 
telligence by  the  capture  of  an  advice-diipy  that  the  galleon  from 
Acapulco  was  arrived  at  the  ftraits  which  form  the  entrance  into 
the  Archipelago  of  the  Philippines.     This  intelligence  was  not 
to  be  neglcdedy  as  fo  rich  a  prize  would  greatly  enhance  the 
value  of  the  conqueft,  and  not  a  little  compcnfate  the  difadvan- 
tagc  of  a  repulfe.     Two  (hips  of  war,  tiicPanther  a  (hip  of  the 
line,  captain  Parker,  and  the  Argo  frigate,  captain  King,  were 
immediately  difpatchcd  in  queft  of  the  galieon.     After  twcnty- 
4\x  days  cruizing  they  defcried  on  the  30th  of  Oftober,  being  off 
the  ifland  Capul,  a  fail  (landing  northward.  The  Panther  being 
driven  by  the  current  among  the  Narangor,  was  obliged  to  an* 
<hor  i  but  the  Argo  comrag  up  with  the  chace,  engaged  her  for 
tiear  two  hours,  during  which  the  Englifli  frigate  was  rough- 
ly handled,  and  even  oUiged  to  defift,  until  his  damage  could 
.  be  repaired.  The  current  flackening,  captain  Parker  was  enabled 
to  get  under  fail,  and  about  nine  next  morning  came  np  with 
the  enemy,  who  after  having  been  cannonaded  near  two  hours 
at  a  very  fmall  diftance,  (h-uck  her  colours.     The  Englifh  cap- 
tain was  not  a  Kttle  fnrprized  to  learn  when  the  Spanidi  officers 
•came  on  bo^rd^  that  tnftead  of  the  San^a  Philippina,  which 
was  expefted  from  Acapulco,  he  had  taken  the  Sandifiima  Tri- 
nidad, which  was  bound  for  that  port.     This  vcflcl  had  left 
Manilla  the   ift  of  AugufV,  and  had  failed  300  leagues  to  the 
caftward  of  the  Embocadero;  but  meeting  with  aiiardgalectf 
wind,  and  being  difmafted.  Was  obliged  to  put  back  and  refit. 
Jn  the  firft  engagement  with  the  Argo  this  galleon  mounted  or»- 
ly  (ix  guns,  though  (he  was  pierced  for  {ixty.     In  her  engage- 
-tnent  with  the  Panther,  (he  mounted  but  thirteca,  The  Englifli 
captains  had  both  been  (iirprized  to  find  fo  obflinate  a  refiftance 
with  fo  little  a£iiv)ty  of  oppofition.     But  their  wonder  ceafsrd 
when  they  examined  the  galleon  with  attention.     She  was  a 
huge  veffel  that  lay  like  a  mountain  on  the  water,  and  her  (Jdes 
-fo  exceffively  thick  that  the  (hot  had  made  no  impreffion  upon 
:afty  part,  except  her  upper  works.  She  had  800  men  on  boards 
and  the  value  of  her  cargo  was  regiftercd  at  one  million  and'a 
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fiaJf  6f  dollars ;  th^t  wbjch  tiras  tnrcgi^dtcd  ili  order  to  be  A.  D. 
fmuggled  amounted  to  fuU  as  muchj  fo  that  this  capture  was  a  17^^* 
valuable  addition  to  the  con^ueft,  and  a  frefh  wound  to  the 
tncmy* 

At  no  period  of  tinie  had  th^  Spanifh  monarchy  fuffered  fuch  . 
tnortiiying  difafters  as  in  the  courle  of  this  war,  of  which  there 
.was  no  conqueft  more  advantageous. in  itfelfi  or  more  hohour- 
^bly  atthieved  than  that  of  the  Philippines*  The  Britifh  forces 
%fie£led  their  landing  before  Manilla  on  the  24th  of  September ; 
their  battery  of  cannon  ^as  not  completed  until  the  3d  of  Odo- 
*ber,  and  on  the  6th  they  were  mafters  of  the  city.  In  this  (hort 
time,  notwithftanding  the  tempeftuous  feafoii  of  the  year  whiciv 
prevented  the  communication  between  the  land  and  Tea  fdrces^a 
territory  wds  acquired  (ronfiftihg  of  fourteen  confiderable  iflands, 
which  from  their  extent,  fertility,  and  convenience  of  tommerce^ 
furniflied  th^  materials  of  a  great  kingdom.  The  conqueft  of* 
the  Havannah  had  in  a  great  meafore  interrupted  the  comtnuni- 
cation  between  the  ni'eaUby  American  colonies  of  the  Spaniards 
and  Europe.  The  reduftion  of  the  Philippines  now  excluded 
them  from  Afia.  The  two  together  fecured  all  the  avenues  tf£ 
4he  Spanifh  trade,  arid  cut  o£F  aU  intercourfe  between  the  parts 
of  their  vftft  biit  unconneAed  empire.  Never  indeed  were  an^ 
people  moi-e  to  be  pitied  than  the  Spaniards.  They  were  plun- 
ged precipitately  into  a  war  againft  every  principle  of  foiind  po- 
licy and  caution,  merely  to  gratify  the  private  inclinations  of 
their  fdvereign^  in  favour  of  the  interefts  of  his  family,  which 
ftood  in  diredt  oppofitiori  to  thofe  of  bis  people.  Unfortunately 
for  the  happiiiefs  of  mankind  the  former  interefts  will  always  be 
preferred  under  the  goverrioScnt  of  an  abfolute  prince.  What- 
ever concluGonsj  therefore,  may  be  drawn,  at  any  future  pe- 
riod, in  favour  of  the  pacific  intentions  of  the  Spaniards  from 
the  national  advantages  that  Would  refult  from  a  pacific  condud, 
ought  not  to  have  great  weight  on  the  councils  or  meafures  of 
Great  Britain.  We  ought  in  this  cafe  to  diftruft  appearances. 
The  advantage,  at  leaft  the  fuppofed  advantage  oNa  king  of 
Spain  and  of  his  fubje^^Si  ard  not  always  the  fame.  The  nationarl 
advantage  is  moft  obvious  to  ftrangers,  but  that  of  the  king 
will  prevail  in  the  cabinet }  and  Spain  wHl  undertake  another 
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A.  D.  w^r  agalnft  Great  Britaiiii  thoagh  more  ruinoos  than  tlie  (br-' 

1 762.  mer,  whenever  the  intereds  or  honour  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon 

demand  her  afliftance*   We  may  \>t  permitted  another  obTerva*- 

ttoa  at  this  particular  time  ^.  The  fuccefs  of  the  laft  war  againft 

Spain,  than  which'  hone  more  brilliant  is  recorded  in  hiftofy^ 

depended'  in  a  great  meafure  on  the  rapidity  with  which  all  our 

meafures  were  carried  into  execotmn.    The  garrifon  at  the  Ha- 

¥annah  was  in  no  ftate  of  defence ;  the  inhabitants  of  Manilla 

were  unacquainted  with  the  declaration  of  war.  The  domink>ns 

of  Spain  from  which  (he  draws  her  principal  refourceS|  lying  at 

an  inimenfe  diftance  from  the  capital  and  one  anotJkCTi  renders 

it  more  ncccfliry  for  her  than  for  any  other  power  to  tempo- 

rizci  until  (he  can  infpire  with  adivity  aU  the  parts  of  her  ea;- 

Xenfive  but  disjointed  empire.     For  this  reaibn  Great  Britain 

cannot  be  too  mvtdi  on  her  guard  to  watch  the  firft  fymptom  of 

approaching  hodility*  To  take  the  advantage  of  the  firft  ftroke» 

without  waiting  for  the  formal  declaration  of  war^  may  expofe 

her  to  the  cenfure  of  mintfte  politicians;  but'  to  wait  patiently 

till  (he  herfelf  receives  it,  will-render  her  the  ftorn  of  her  ebe* 

nies. 

The  reduAion  of  the  Maniltas ii^Ultbe  handed  down  as.  a  me-^ 
snorable  event  to  the  lateft  pofterity.      Another  ei^dition^ 
which  was  much  celebrated  at  the  time»*and  which  adorned  the 
luAre  of  the  Britifh  arms  in  the  courfe  of  this  autumn^  was  the' 
recovery  of  the  .ifland  of  St.  John  in  Newfoundland.     About 
the  latter  end  of  M^y,  intelligence  was  received  by-the  admiralty- 
that  a  French  fquadron  under  the  command  of  M.  de  Ternay  had 
failevl  from  Breft  under  cover  of  a  fog.    The  deftination  of  this- 
fquadron  being  uncertain.  Sir  Edward  Hawke,.with  the  duke  of' 
If  ork  as  rear-admiral)  were  immediately  ordered  from  Spithead* 
with  feven  iliips  of  the  line,  and  two  frigates,  in  hopes  that 
they  might  fall  in  with  the  enemy.     They  vifited  the  coaft  of 
France;  and  after  cruizing  for  fome  time  in  the  chops  of  the 
Channel  for  the  protection  of  our  trade,  returned  to  Portfmouth 
not  having  feen  M.  de  'fcruaj's  fleet.     It  was  dcfcricd,  how.- 
ever,  on  the  nth  of  May,,  about  fifty  leagues  to  the  north*^ 
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•ward  of  the  Lizard  by  captain  Rowley,  who  had  failed  with  A.  D. 
*three  fhips  of  war,  the  Superbe  of  74  guns^  the  Gofport  of  44,  ^7^2* 
and  the  Danae  of  389  as  convoy  to  a  fleet  of  merchantmen 
i>ound  to  the  £aft  and  Weft  Indies^  an  J  the  continent  of  Ame» 
rka.  Captain  Rowley  no  fooner  perceived  them  than  he  made 
a  difpofitien  for  batlle,  though  greatly  inferior  in  ftrength.  The 
French  Yhips  bore  down  upon  him  4  when  he  hoii^ed  BritiQi' co- 
lours, and 'fired  at  the  neareft,  when  (he  was  within  little  more 
than  random  (hot.  The  enemy  immediately  hoifled  Englifli 
colours,  and  tacked  to  the  northward.  He  gave  them  chace  till, 
three  in  the  afternoon  wlien  they  were  fcai^cely  in  fight ;  and 
having  no  hope  of  bringing  them  to  a&ion,  he  difcDntinued  ihfi 
j>iirfuit,  and  rejoined  his  convoy. 

The  French  fquadron  confifted  of  the  Robufte  of  74  gan^^ 
the  Eveille  of  64,  the  Garonne  of  44^  and  the  Licorne  of  30^ 
-carrying  1500  foldiers  under  the  command  of  the  count  d'Hau- 
/onville«  They  Aeeced  their  courfe  for  Newfoundland,  and  on 
the  24th  of  June  entered  the  bay  of  BuMs,  where  the  troops 
were  landed  without  oppofition.  Having  taken  poiTellion  of  an 
inconfiderable  £ngli(h  fettlemcnt  in  this  bay«  they  fteered  for 
the  town  of  St.  Johri*s,  which  being  defended  by  no  more  thaii 
fixty-three  men,  furrendered  upon  capitulation.  This  little  gar- 
rifon  were  made  prifoners  of  war,  together  with  the  officers  and 
crew  of  hts  majedy's  floopthe  Gramont,  which  was  in  the  har«- 
boun  The  French  likewife  took  feveral  merchant  veflels,  de« 
Urojcd  the  i):ages  ereded  for  curing  cod,  and  every  thing  eUc 
belonging  to  the  filhery.  They  afterwards  began  to  repair  the 
foKifications  of  the  town,  of  which  tliey  bad  determined  ta 
Jceep  pofieffion. 

When  the  news  of  this  -lofs  reached  England,  the  ahtimin!-* 
ifterial  party  employed  it  as  a  fubjed  of  reproach  againft  the 
king's  fervants*  Their  abtxfe,  though  mean,  illiberal,  and  vul- 
gar, was  not  altogether  ill-founded.  Mr.  Pitt's  advice  for 
guarding  Newfoundland  from  any  fuch  attempt,  had  been  ne- 
^Icdled  by  the  miniftry,  who,  while  oh  this  occrifion  they  repre^ 
fentcd  the  lofs  of  a  place  cold,  barren,  and  inhofpitable,  as  of 
very  little  confequence,  did  not  delay  to  prepare  an  armament 
for  regaining  the  poiTeilion  of  it. 
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A.  D*     Bot  their  preparations  for  this  purpofe  were  rendered  uni 
1762.  ^efiary  by  the  vigilant  celerity  of  lord  CoWille  and  Sir  JcSTcwry: 
Amhcrfti  who  commanded  by  Tea  and  land  in  North  Amerioa. 
The  formei:,  upon  receiying  sidyice  of  the  progrefi  of  the  Frencl^ 
in  liewfoundland,  immediately  failed  thither  from  Halifax,  an<l 
bIocI(ed  up  the  harbour  of  St.  John'^s  with  one  fhip  of  the  line 
and  one  frignte  only,  even  while  l/L  de  Temay  lay  at  anchoc 
in  it,  with  a  fuperior  fquadron.  On  the  nth  day  of  September 
his  lordfliip  was  joined  by  colonel  Amherft,  whom  his  brothcx! 
Sir  JefFery  bad  detached  from  New  York,  with  orders  to  toucl^ 
at  Louiibourgf  and  take  on  board  £bme  troops,  which,  wit  J^ 
thofe  embarked  at  Halifax  amounted  to  about  800  men,  chief- 
ly Highlanders  and  light  infantiy.     The  light  infantry  landedj^ 
after  a  (hort  refiftance,  at  Torbay,  about  feyen  miles  to  the 
ponhward  of  Sr.  John'i;,  it  not  being  poffible  to  Jand  at  Kitty- 
vitty,  where  the  enemy  had  ftopped  up  the  narrow  entrance,  by: 
finking  ihallops  ip  the  channel.    The  French  had  continued  ta 
annoy  the  boats,  as  the  troops  landed  $  until  the  light  infantry 
obliged  the  enemy  to  retreat.     The  French  afterwards  took  to 
the  woods,  through  which  the  Britiflb  had  to  marcli  for  fouc: 
sniles.     They  wounded  feyeral  of  our  paep  with  their  bpfli  Arc, 
which  was  y^ry  troublefome  till  captain  iyi<Donald'«  company  i^ 
light  infantry  ruflied  in  upon  them,  took  fome  prifoncrs,  and 
difperfed  the  reft.     The  Britiih  forces  advanced  tp  the  firong 
poft  of  Kitty-vitty  which  they  topk  fword  in  hand.  This  advan- 
tage fecured  their  communication  with  the  (hips  for  landing  the 
ftores  and  artillery.    The  enemy  polled  on  a  hill  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  river  fired  upon  our  men  ;  but  a  detachment  was  fent 
to  drive  them  from  this  eminence  from  which  they  retreated  hk 
precipitation,  leaving  fevcral  prifoncrs  behind.      The  French 
were  dill  in  poffcffion  of  two  very  high  and  deep  hills,  the  one 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  our  advanced  pofts,  and  the  other  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  St.  John'^,  and  commanding  all  the  in- 
termediate fpacc.  It  was  neceffary  to  diflodge  them;  which  was 
performed  by  captain  McDonald  with  great  bravery  and  refolu- 
tion,  at  the  head  of  his  own  and  the  provincial ^light  infantry. 
With  this  corps  he  pafled  the  fcntries  and  advanced  guard  unob- 
Vci'vc<I,  ai>d  was  not  difcovercd  till  the  main  body  of  the  French 
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|kw  him  climbing  up  the  rocks,  and  almoil  at  the  top  which  he  A.  D* 
gaiined ;  having  received  the  enemy's  fire,  he  poured  in  his  own  1 7^2* 
with  fuch  vivacity  that  the  French  gave  way.     The  gallant  cap- 
tain received  a  mortal  wound ;  his  lieutenant  with  four  men 
were  killed,  and  eighteen  wounded. 

On  the  1 6th  colonel  Amherft  proceeded  vigorouily  in  his 
preparations  to  attack  the  town  of  St.  John's.  The  breaft-work 
and  unfiniDied  battery  which  commanded  the  harbour  being 
taken,  the  entrance  of  the  channel  was  cleared,  and  the  ftorcs 
and  artillery  were  landed  without  difficulty.  This  was  fortu- 
nately performed  before  a  violent  gale  of  wind,  which  happened 
immediately  after,  and  drove  lord  G}lvi]ie  to  a  confiderable  dii^ 
tance  from  the  coaft.  In  his  abfencc  M.  de  Ternay  took  ad- 
vantage of  a  thick  fog,  to  flip  his  cables  and  to  make  his  efcape, 
leaving  the  garrifon  of  St.  John's  to  defend  itfelf.  His  ihips 
were  feen  at  a  great  diftance  by  the  Britiih  fquadron  ;  but  his 
€ondu£^  was  fo  unlike  that  of  Engliflimen  in  abandoning  a  placp 
intruded  to  his  prote&ion,  that  it  was  not  imagined  the  (hips 
which  they  defcried  could  be  thofe  of  M.  Ternay.  " 

On  the  1 7th  at  night  the  colonel  ofiened  a  battery,  with  one 
fight-inch  mortar,  feven  oohorns,  and  fix  royals.  The  enemy, 
at  the  fame  time,  began  a  brifk  fire  from  the  fort,  and  threw 
leveral  fbells.  In  the  morning  of  the  i8ch  the  count  of  Han- 
jfoBville,  who  had  declared  two  days  before  in  a  letter  to  colo- 
nel Amherft  that  he  would  not  furrender  the  fort  until  it  were 
totally  deftroyed,  thought  proper  to  alter  his  refolution,  and  to  • 
demand  a  capitulation.  Thp  garrifon  furrendered  prifoners  of 
war,  on  condition  of  being  conveyed  to  Breft  with  the  firft  op- 
portunity ;  which  condition  was  immediately  fulfilled  by  lord 
Colville,  who  had,  by  this  time,  returned  into  the  harbour. 
Thus  the  town  and  fort  of  St.  John's  with  all  the  other  places 
which  the  French  had  taken  on  this  coaft  were  recovered  by  the 
indefatigable  labour  and  perfcvering  bravery  of  a  handful  of 
men,  without  the  lofs  of  above  20  foldiers  in  this  important  kt^ 
vice. 

In  the  retaking  of  St.  John's  as  well  as  in  the  reduAion  of  the 
Havannah  and  the  Philippines,  the  fleet  and  army  co-operated 
with  Gngular  harniionjr  and  fuccci^.    A$  they  iu|dcrwent  tha 
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A.  D.  fame  fatiguei  and  were  cxpofed  to  fimilar  dangers,  ifaef  < 
1762.  intitled  to  an  equal  (hare  of  glory  as  well  as  of  reward.  But  ic 
is  obvious  that  the  vaft  fuperioriry  of  the  Englifli  fcamen  to  the 
French  and  Spani(h;  and  their  firm  hardinefs  in  performtng 
fomc  branches  of  fenrice  which  no  land  troops  in  the  worM 
would  have  dared  to .  attempt,  was  the  principal  eaufe  of  that 
uniform  and  uninterrupted  train  of  good  fortune  which  crowned 
the  Britif)^  arms»  The  manly  firmnefs  and  perfevering  reiblutioii 
of  our  feamen,  direded  by  the  c:tperienced  valour  and  adive  iri* 
gilance  of  oi^*  naval  commandersi  overcame  obftacles  of  art  and 
nature  which  appeared  at  firft  fight  unfurmountable*  Everf 
meafure  was  taken  at  that  critical  moment  which  was  moft  fa- 
vourable to  its  fuccefs ;  00  advantage  was  left  unimproved,  no 
error  unrepaired.  The  whole  plan  of  every  expeditions  as  well 
as  its  fubordinatc  parts,  was  conducted  with  heroic  bravery, 
and  guided  by  confummale  wifdom. 

Nor  was  the  merit  of  the  fleet  lefs  conf^ncuons  in  tbofe  at- 
tempts which  were  more  immediately  dire^ed  againft  the  naval 
ftrength  and  refources  of  the  enemy.  In  the  courfe  of  the  year 
we  meet  with  feveral  a£kions  at  fea,  which  would  adorn  the  an- 
nate of  any  country.  We  iball  relate  them  in  the  order  of  time 
in  which  they  happened. 

Had  the  enemy's  defigns  fucceeded,  we  (hould  have  had  fev 
exploits  to  boaft  of  near  the  coaft  of  France.  In  the  month  of 
December  of  the  year  17151,  they  attempted  to  born  at  once  aljl 
the  Briti(h  (hips  of  war  that  lay  at  anchor  in  the  road  of  Bafque* 
They  prepared  three  firc-(hips,  which  being  chained  together, 
were  towed  out  of  the  port,  and  fet  on  fire  with  a  ftrong  brecee 
that  blew  diredly  on  the  Englifti  fquadron.  This  attempt,  how- 
ever, was  made  with  hurry  and  treptdatron,  and  the  wind  lucki- 
ly fliifting  drove  them  clear  of  the  (hips  they  were  intended  to 
deftroy.  They  were  confumed  to  no  purpofe,  after  blowing  up 
with  a  terrible  explofion  and>  every  perfon  on  board  perifliing. 
On  the  7th  of  March,  his  majefty's  ^ip  Milford  fell  in  with  a 
Spanifh  letter  of  marque  in  her  paflage  to  St.  Domingo.  She 
had  been  a  privateer  of  fiayonne  and  pierced  foi*  20  guns,  but 
carried  at  prefent  only  16  fix*pounders,  ten  fwivels,  and  94  merti 
^|pd  had  a'valuaible  cargo  on  board*    The  engagement  was  hot 

and 
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itnd  cfeiperate.  Captain  Man  of  the  Milford  foon  received  a  A,  D. 
mortal  woand.  Mr.  Day  the  firft  lieutenant,  taking  the  com-  1762. 
mand  of  the  (hip,  was  immediately  (hot  through  the  head.  The 
defence  of  the  king^s  ihip  devolving  on  lieutenant  Nafh,  this  of- 
ficer received  feveral*  wounds  in  his  hands  and  face.  The  en- 
gagement continued  almoft  for  24  hoursi  when  the  enemy  firuck^ 
both  (hipe  being  miferably  Shattered. 

About  the  fiime  time  his  majedy's  (hip  Foweyi  of  ,24  guns, 
nine  poundersi  and  135  men,  commanded  by  captain  Meady 
fell  in  with  La  Ventura,  a  Spaniih  frigate  of  26  guns,  1 2  poun* 
ilers,  and  300  men,  carrying  money  to  pay  the  Spanifh  troops 
at  Porto-Rico  and  St.  Domingo.  Thefe  frigates  engaged  about 
feven  leagues  from  Ca(>e  Tiberone.  The  fight  continued  an  hour 
and  an  half>  when  their  mutual  damages  obliged  them  both  at 
the  fame  time  to  (heer  off  and  repair.  This  done,  captain  Mead 
at  ten  o'clock  of  the  night  bore  down  a  fccond  time  on  the  ene- 
my; but  after  exchanging  a  broadfidc  without  any  vifiblc  cffcd^y 
k  being  too  dark  to  forrh  any  fatisfaflory  notion  of  the  diflancc 
and  motion  of  the  Spanifh  vefTcl,  he  made  fail  to  windward,* 
Ibeeping  a  proper  look-out,  that  he  might  not  lofc  fight  of  her^ 
but  be  able  to  renew  the  attack  with  advantage  by  day-light« 
Accordingly  in  the  dawn  of  the  morning,  the  Fowcy,  keeping- 
ier  men  at  their  quai-tcrs,^  ran  up  as  clofe  to  the  Ventura  as  it 
iliras  po(&ble  without  falling  on  board  of  her.  The  engagement, 
i^enewed  for  the  third  time,  was  more  bloody  and  defperate  thanr 
before.  It  lafted  with  extraordinary  courage  and  condu&  oiv 
both  fides  till  half  an  hour  paft  eight,  when  the  8pani(h  frigate 
having  received  feveral  (hot  between  wind  and  water,  and  being 
Induced  almoft  to  a  wreck,  was  compelled  to  flrike  her  colours. 
She  had  near  50  men  killed;  and  both  (hips  were  fo  much  dif- 
abled  that  nekher  of  them  had  tackles  left  to  hoift  out  a  boat, 
fior  indeed  a  boat  that  could  fwim.  Captain  Mead,  who  is 
known  by  his  ufcful  invention  for  cleaning  a  fhipls  bottom  at 
fet,  had  occafion  for  all  his  ingenuity  on  this  occaGon.  He 
contrived  by  nailing  tarpaulins  over  the  (hot*holes  of  a  fmall 
1)oat,  to  bring  the  Spanifh  officers  on  board  the  Fowey.  His 
gallantry  was  the  more  confpicuous  on  this  occafion,  as  the 
fliip^s  mafter  was  drunk  and  unfit  to  give  the  leaft  adiflance 

during' 
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A.  J>.  during  the  a^ion.    The  gunner,  too,  happened  to  be  Wodtide^ 
17^2-  in  the  beginning  of  the  engagement  j  and  a  lieutenant^  with  24 
men,  were  on  (horc. 

On  the  3d  of  Aprilj  after  this  wreck  was  carried  into  Port- 
Royal  in  Jamaica,  the  Huftar  frigate,  captain  Carket,  attacked 
four  ihips,  lying  under  a  fort  in  Tiberone.bay }  one  of  which 
carrying  16  guns  ffae  burnt,  funk  another  of  14  gvnsj  cut  out 
one  of  f6and  another  of  12,  and  carried  them  into  Jamaican 
In  this  defperate  enterprize  the  Hufiar  had  but  one  man  kiiled 
and  12  wounded;  whereas  the  French  had  17  killed  and  35 
wounded.  But  moil  of  the  crews  of  the  enemy's  ihips  efcaped 
aihore  in  their  boats  during  the  engagement. 

On  the  aift  of  May  two  Britifli  frigates,  cniizing  off  Cape 
St.  Vincent,  made  prize  of  theHcrmione^  a  Spanifli  regifter-ihip» 
bound  from  Lima  to  Cadiz,  loaded  with  fuch  a  quantity  of 
treafure  and  tal  liable  effects  as  enriched  all  the  captors.    The 
Hermione  had  but  28  guns^  and  furrendered  with  little  or  no 
tefiftance ;  fhe  was  indeed  in  no  fitqation  to  make  a  proper  de- 
fence, the  officers  on  board  not  being  acquainted  with  the  de-^ 
claration  of  war  between  the  two  kingdoms.    This  fliip  carried 
2)66b,ooo  hard  dollars ;  and  her  whole  cargo  was  valued  at  a 
million  fterling,  which  is  nriore  than  had  ever  been  before  taken 
in  one  bottom.  The  lofs  of  fuch  an  immenfe  treafure  at  the  be- 
ginning of  a  war  which  required  the  greatest  expence,  muft  have 
been  a  heavy  blow  to  the  ambition  of  the  court  of  Madrid. 
The  prize  was  brought  from  Gibraltar  to  England,  and  the  gold 
and  filver  being  conned  in  covered  waggons  to  Lohdob,  was 
tarried  in  proceffion  to  the  bank,  amidft  the  acclamations  of  the 
people,  who  confidered  this  as  an  aufpicious  omen  of  fuccefs  ii 
the  war  againd  Spain; 

In  the  beginning  of  April  captain  Ourry  of  the  A£leon,  in 
the  latitude  of  Tobago^  took  a  large  Spanifh  regifler-fhip,  bound 
for  Lagueira,  laden  with  artillery,  (lores,  and  ammunition.  In 
September^  a  fleet  of  25  fail  of  French  merchant- (hips,  richly 
laden  with  fugar,  coffee,  and  indigo,  took  their  departure  from 
Cape  Francis  for  Europe,  under  convoy  of  four  frigates.  Five 
<>f  thcfe  veflels  were  furprized  and  taken  in  the  night  by  fome 
privateers  of  New  York  and  Jamaica;    Next  day  it  was  their 
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mialbrhin6  to  fall  in  vith  cdmitiodore  Keppel,  who  made  pf-i^e  A.^, 
of  their  whole  fleet  and  cdnvoy,  which  were  carried  into  the  176^ 
harbour  of  Fort  Royal  in  JamaicSi. 

Nor  wer6  the  Britifh  cruisers  lefs  fuccefefol  on  the  coad^  of 
Suropc*  In  the  beginning  of  April  captain  Gambler  of  ihe  Bur^ 
ford  arrived  at  Plymouth  with  a  large  £aft*  Indiaman  which 
faad  failed  from  the  ifle  of  Bourbon  with  a  valuable  cargo,  and 
been  taken  by  one  of  admiral  P6cock's  fijuadron  in  the  chops 
of  the^cbanneh  About  the  end  of  Aagufl  captain  Hothain  of 
the  'iBolos  chaced  two  Spanifh  {hips  into  the  bay  of  Aviles,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Cape  Finas ;  and  on  the  2d  day  of  UefM 
tember,  flanding  into  the  bay,  came  to  an  anchor  in  fucb  a 
iituation  as  to  bring  his  guns  to  bear  not  only  upon  dne  of  the 
fliips»  bat  alfo  upon  a  fmall  battery  fltuated  on  wot  eminence* 
After  a  ihort  but  warm  conteft  both  the  battery  and  (hip  wesd 
abandoned ;  but  before  captain  Hotham  coulJ  take  poi^efiioR 
of  his  prizei  ihe  ran  aground^  and  bulging^  was  burjied  by  the 
captors.  On  the  2otb  of  September  he  took  a  vcirel  of  confi- 
deraUe  value  belonging  to  Bourdeaux.  In  the  beginning  of 
November  captain  Ruthv^n  -of  the  Terpfichore  took  a  Frencb 
ihip  of  20  giftos  bound  from  Bourdeaux  to -Cape  Francis.  The 
adion,  in  which  the  captain  was  wounded^  was  Oiarp  aad  ob» 
ftinsfcte.  On  the  ninth  of  the  fame  month  the  enemy  loft  the 
Oifeauiy  a  frigate  of  26  guns,  commVnded  by  the  Chevalier  d^ 
Modene^  who  feH  in  wkh  captain  Tonyn  of  the  king's  (hip 
the  Brone/abof.t  feven  leagues  from  Carthagena.  The  en«« 
gagement  was  maintained  with  great  fpirit  on  boih  £des;  but 
at  length  the  chevalier  was  obliged  to  fabmit»  haying  loA  about 
30  men,  including  all  his  oSicefs^  €3Lcepti»|g  three,  who  with 
himfelf  were  wounded  in  the  a^^ion. 

A  continuation  of  fuccefs  hail  infpired  the  £ngli(h  with  an  en** 
thttliafm  of  valour  as  well  as  of  magnanimky^  Of  the  firil  we 
have  an  example  in  an  exploit  of  the  Brilliant  and  Duke  ol  York 
privateers;  and  of  the  latter  in  the  behaviour  of  captain  Clark 
of  the  Sljecrnefe  frigate.  Thefe  privafiecrs  entered  a  fmall  port 
near  Cape  FioifVerre,  defended  by  a  battery  at  the  entrance*  Itt 
two  hours  time  they  beat  the  Spaniards  from  the  fort,  boiA'ed 
^nglifh  colours^  and  fpiked  up  the  eannon.  They  might  have 
laid  the  town  in  allies,  but  were  fatisficd  with  burning  two  fliipsj^ 

Voi..  ly.  H  h  and 


141         ^  NAVAL    HISTORY 

A^.  and  bringing  off  four  more  which  were  loaded  with  wine  far 
1762.  the  ufc  of  the  SpantOi  fleet  at  Fcrrol.     The  Minerva,  a  French 
frigate,  bad,  in  company  with  four  other  fhips  of  war,  gi?eii 
chace  to  the  Sheernefs  commanded  by  captain  Clark,  who  took 
refuge  in  the  harbour  of  Villa  Franca^  and  there  anchored,  the 
wind  blowing  fre(b.    He  was  immediately  followed  b^  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Minerva,  who,  a£tuated  by  an  idle  fpirit  of  vatiity 
tnd  infolence,  refolved  to  }ie  between  him  and  the  fhore,  and 
ran  his  ihip  upon  the  rocks  which  bound  the  eailern  fide  of  the 
harbour.   Being  himfclf  ignorant  of  the  art  of  feamanfhip,  and 
ill  aififted  by  ^  crew  little  apquainted  with  fuch  emergencies^ 
his  (hip  was  in  a  fhort  time  dalhed  in  pieces ;  apd  a  coniiderable 
number  of  his  people  periflied,  notwithflanding  all  the  affiftance 
he  could  receive  from  hi$  conforts.    On  this  melancholy  occa- 
fion  captain  Clark,  forgetting  they  were  enemies,  and  that  thi^ 
very  calamity  was  occafioned  by  their  refentment  againft  him 
mnd  his  country,  exerted  himfelf  vigoroufly  for  their  relief*    He 
could  not  have  done  more  if  hit  friends  had  been  in  danger. 
By  this  generous  afliftance  the  greatefl  part  of  the  crew  and  all 
the  officers  were  faved* 

The  fame  firm  and  refolute  ^irit,  and  the  fame  enterprizing 
gallantry,  appeared  in  every  branch  of  the  Englilh  marine. 
Even  the  packets  performed  exploits  which  would  have  done 
honour  to  (hips  of  war  of  any  other  country.  The  Hampden, 
of  eight  carnage  guns  and  30  men,  failing  between  Faro  and 
Gibraltar,  was  2|ttacked  by  1 1  privateers,  whiSh  bore  down  in 
order  of  battle.  The  commodore  was  a  barcolongo  of  eight 
guns  and  60  men  ;  the  fecond  was  a  xcbeque  of  the  fame  num-* 
ber  of  guns  and  men ;  five  of  a  lefTer  fize  followed  a  little  a*flern  \ 
other  four  carrying  30  men  each,  with  one  gun  in  the  prow, 
brought  up  the  rear.  The  engagement  began  at  eleven  in  the 
forenoon,  in  (Ight  of  Gibraltar,  and  continued  till  half  pa{% 
pne,  when  thit  mighty  fquadron  were  ordered  by  the  command- 
er in  chief  to  haul  their  wind,  and  to  return  from  whence  they 
came.  The  Hampden  proceeded  to  Gibraltar,  with  her  fails 
,  tnd  rigging  greatly  damaged,  but  without  any  other  confiderable 
lofs.  The  Harriot  packet,  in  her  paiTage  from  New  York  tq 
ralmoutb,  difcovcrcd  equal  gallantry,  having  twice  repulfed  a 
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French  privateer  of  more  than  doubte  her  force.  The  captain  A.  D« 
was  rewarded  with  a  purfe  of  an  hundred  guineas,  and  promo^  <  7^2« 
ted  to  the  command  of  a  Li(bon  packet. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  relate  every  naval  exploit  of  the  year 
1 762^  in  the  courfe  of  which  our  men  of  war  and  privateers 
fought  and  took  120  cbniiderable  prizes,  carrying  844  guns 
and  near  6000  men.  Neither  French  nor  Spaniards  had  force 
at  fea  which  wa^  fit  to  annoy  our  trade  in  any  great  degree,  and 
they  were  deterred  from  riiking  their  live^  and  properties  on 
board  of  privateers,  by  the  rough  treatment  which  thefe  com^ 
monly  miet  with  from  the  Englifli  frigates  or  armed  merchant- 
men. Since  the  Spaniards^  through  the  ambition  of  the  courts 
had  been  precipitated  into  this  fatal  warj  they  had  loft  1 2  fhips 
of  the  line  belides  frigates  $  and  the  French  had  been  deprived 
of  a  marine  fufficicnt  to  conftitute  the  ftrength  of  a  great 
kingdom*  Their  whole  lofs  amounted  to  iS  fhips  of  the  line 
and  36  frigates  taken  \  fourteen  ihips  of  the  line  and  thirteen 
frigates  dcftroyed.  On  the  other  handj  the  French  took  twd 
and  deftroyed  three  Englilh  frigates  •,  and  thirteen  Britifh  flijps 
of  the  line,  w,ith  fourteen  frigates^  were  loft  by  accident.  Bui 
HOC  one  capital  Englifh  (hip  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  eT>emy. 

The  profped):  of  rich  plunder^  which  always  attends  a  Spaiiiih 
war,  had  revived  the  fpirit  of  privateerings  after  it  was  in  a 
great  meafure  extinguiihed  by  the  repeated  difafters  of  the 
French,  i^hich  had  left  them  fcarcely  any  thing  more  to  lofe  by 
fea.  Some  attempts  were  made  in  this  way,  which  f^em  bold 
and  daring  beyond  the  fpirit  and  abilities  of  private  ptrfons* 
The  expedition  againft  Buenos  Ayres  in  particular,  though  it 
ended  unfortunately  by  a  fatal  accident  againft  which  human 
prudence  is  too  Weak  tp  provide,  dcferves^  on  account  of  the 
boldncfe  and  magnitude  of  the  dcfign,  to  be  recorded  among 
the  memorable  naval  exploits  of  the  year;  It  was  the  laft  aft 
of  hoftiliiy  between  the  Englilh  and  Spaniards,  and  concluded 
in  a  manner  the  moft  proper  for  difpofing  brave  and  generous 
nations  to  a  mutual  forglvenefs  of  injuries,  and  a  fincere  defire 
of  accommodation. 

The  attempt  againft  this  Spanifti  fettlcment  was  undertaken 
by  fome  private  adventurers,  after  we  had  made  ourfdvcs  ma- 
ll h  2  ftwrs 
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A.  D.  ft«r$  ©f  the  Havaiin»h,  and  taken  meafnret  for  the  conqucft  of* 
175  J.  the  Philippinea.  Gotcrmnem  thought  proper  ta  encourage 
their  defign,  not  fc  much  from  any  Uitrative  motive  as  on  ac- 
eount  of  the  fitoaiien  of  Baeisios  Ayres,  whidi  of  ali  the  Spaniik 
oolonies  Kes  the  moft  conveniently  for  molefting  the  pofleiSoiis^ 
of  onr  Fortiigueft  alliesy  and  which,  if  we  (hould  be  fo  for- 
tunate as  to  gel  it  into  our  power,  would  afford  a  ftatioo  weft 
adapte<l  for  enterprises  againft  the  trade  and  the  dominionie  of 
Spain  in  the  (iouth  Seas.  The  emharkadon  was  made  from  the 
Tagus,  and  eonfifted  of  the  Lord  CUve  and  Ambufcado  priva- 
teers, the  former  of  which  was  equal  in  force  to  a  fhip  of  jo 
guns.  They  were  reinforced  hy  a  Portuguefe  frigate,  and  foine 
ftnM  armed  vefiels  and  (lore  Oiips,  and  had  on  board  500  fet- 
dters,  partly  Ingliih,  partly  Portuguele.  The  expedition  wis 
under  the  command  of  captain  Macnamara,  an  adventurer  of 
f^irit  and  experience,  who  had  been  many  years  a  captain  in 
vhe  Eaft  India  compony*s  fervice,  and  had  embarked  his  whole 
fortune  in  the  prefent  enterprise. 

The  armament  failed  from  Liibon  the  30th  of  Anguft,  f  762^ 
from  which  place  to  the  moqth  of  the  Plata  the  voyage  proved 
favourable.  But  when  they  had  entered  that  vaft  river  the  od 
of  November,,  difficulties  and  obftrudions  began  to  encounter 
them  on  every  fide.  A  violbot  gale  of  wind,  attended  with 
thunder  and  lightning,  attacked  them  at  their  entrance.  Whea 
she  tempe{^  ceafbd,  they  found  that  the  river  was  fhoafy^  and  of 
fo  difficult  navigation  thal^ they  muft  meet  with  no  fmall  obftruc- 
tions  in  makiitg  their  way  to  Buenos  Ayres.  The  Spaniards 
were  not  here,  as  in  other  places^  unacquainted  with  the  deck* 
ration  of  war.  They  were  welt  psepared  for  making  a  vigorous 
reUftance,  and  had  begun,  fome  weeks  before,  to  a£k  on  the 
offenGve  by  taking  the  Portuguefe  fettlement  of  No^a  Colonia.^ 

This  unexpeded  intelligence  and  the  difficulties  of  the  voyage 
to  Buenos  Ayres  determined  the  adventurerr  to  abandon  for 
fome  time  this  firft  defign,  and  to  begin  with  the  recovery  of 
Nova  Colonia.  An  Englilh  pilot  who  knew  the  place  and  river^ 
and  whom  they  accidcntly  met  with  on  board  a*  Portuguefe 
vciTel,  encouraged  them  to  the  attempt^  undertaking  to  carry  the 

commodofi^'i 
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commoaorc's  ihip  into  the  harbour,  and  within  piftotlhot  of  A.D. 
the  enemy's  principal  battery. 

On  the  I  ft  of  January,  1763,  he  made  good  his  promifc.  1763. 
The  Englifh  fhips  arrifcd  before  Nova  Colobia  in  good  order^ 
and  the  men  in  high  fpirita.  They  adorned  their  veffcls  with  all 
the  pomp  and  parade  of  a  naval  triumph.  Their  colours  were 
fttUy  difplaycd ;  the  MAitn  drcft  in  new  red  uniforms,  and  dif- 
pofed  upon  the  poop  and  upon  the  tops,  made  a  gallant  appear- 
ance. In  this  luanucr  they  advanced  to  the  attack  the  6th  of 
J^uary^  with  horns  founding  and  drums  beating,  and  every 
movement  expreffive  of  hope  and  vi£kory. 

The  Lord  Qive  made  the  figoal  for  engaging,  and  foon  after 
anchored  under  the  eaftmoft  battery  of  the  place,  while  the 
Ambufcade  was  expofed  to  a  warm  fire  from  the  middle  and 
weft  batteries,  as  well  as.  from  two  Spaniih  frigates.     Bat  the 
plan  of  engagement  was  not  cxaftly  followed ;  the  Portuguefq 
frigate  on  which  they  had  great  dependence,  having  anchored 
at  fuch  a  diftance  that  none  of  her  (hot  reached  the  fhore.  T\\e 
Spaniards  pointed  their  guns  well,  and  ftood  to  them  witb 
firmaefs.   But  the  (hips  having  re£tified  feveral  miftakcs  in  thei^ 
firft  difpofition,  began  a  moft  fierce  cannonading,  which  lafted 
from  eleven  in  the  forenoon  till  three  in  the  afternoon,  when 
the  enemy's  fire  began  vifibly  to  abate,  and  their  men  to  retire 
to  the  eaftmoft  battery  as  the  place  of  grcateft  fecurity.  Againft 
this  the  fire  of  the  Englifh  was  direfted  with  redoubled  vio- 
lence J  and  they  had  hopes  every  minute  of  feeing  the  Spanifh 
colours  ftruck.     But  when  they  were  on  the  point  of  attahning 
the  objed  of  all  their  defires,  the  commodore's  fliip,  by  fome 
accident  which  has  never  been  accounted  for,  unfortunately 
took  fire.     In  a  mpment  fhe  was  all  in  a  blaze  ;  and  the  fame  . 
inftant  difcovered  the  flames  and  the  impoffibility  of  extinguifh- 
ing  them.  There  was  to  be  feen  a  moft  dreadful  fpeftacle.  The 
fides  of  the  veffel  were  immediate^  crowded  with  naked  men, 
who  bat  a  few  minutes  before  reckoned  tbemfclvcs  in  the  aflured 
jrrofpeft  of  wealth  and  conqucft.     Some  clung  to  the  fails  and 
rigging  until  the  violence  of  the  flames  obliged  them  to  forego 
their  hold  ;  others  precipitated  tbemfclvcs  into  the  fea;  many 
died  by  their  own  hands  j  and  feveral  of  ftill  more  determined 

courage 


a4<S  N  A  V  A  t'  H  I  S  T  OR  Y,    bfc 

A«  D«  coorage  went  to  the  lower  guns  in  the  midft  of  all  chis  fcene  of 
17^3*  confufion  and  horror,  and  kept  up  a  conftant  fire  on  the  enemy^- 
till  they  were  driven  by  the  flames  to  perifh  in  another  dement* 
The  commodore  perUhed }  and  of  340  men,  only  78  efcaped. 

None  of  the  other  vefTels  durft  approach  the  CHve  for  fear  of 
(baring  her  fate.  The  Ambufcade,  which  had  fufFered  greatly 
from  the  enemy'siire,  efcaped  to  the  Portuguefe  fectlement  of 
Rio  de  Janeiro.  Such  of  the  Lord  Clive's  crew  as,  by  uncom- 
mon dexterity  in  fwimming,  reached  the  fhore,  were  humanely 
received  by  the  Spaniards,  whofe  refentment  was  extinguifhed 
jn  the  calamity  of  their  enemies.  The  Engliih  came  to  them 
naked*,  they  clothed  them  decently:  they  were  deftitute  of 
every  ncceffary ;  they  fupplicd  abundantly  all  their  wants,  re- 
ceived them  into  their  houfes,  and  treated  them  rather  like 
their  deared  friends  than  enemies  come  to  expel  them  from 
their  pofTeflions. 

The  war  thus  cloftd  with  an  a£iion  the  fittcft  that  can  be 
imagined  to  difpofe  the  minds  of  men  to  humanity,  geritlenefs^ 
and  benevolence,  and  to  prepare  them  for  receiving  with  ap- 
probation the  meafures  which  had  been  taken  for  giving  peace' 
to  the  four  quarters  of  the  world. 

1  Candoded  at  Paris  the  loth  of  Fcbraary,  1763.  See  Appendix,  H^.  Xlll« 
for  the  articles  of  this  treaty  of  peace. 


LIVES 


C    247    3 


J.       I       V       E       S 

O  F    TH  E 

ADMIRALS: 

INCLUDING    A   NBW    AND   ACCURATE 

NAVAI.     HISTO   R  Y, 


C    H    A    P.      XXIV- 

The  Naval  Hiftory  of  Great   Britain  from  the 
end  of  the  War  in  1763  to  the  year  1779. 

AS  the  war  of  1755  had  been  undertaken  in  order  to  ^  jj 
prote£t  the  Britiili  colonies  in  America  againft  the  en-  1763, 
croachment^  of  the  French,  fo  the  fecurity  of  thefc 
colonies  feems  to  have  been  the  principal  objedt  in  the  treaty  of 
peace,  of  which  the  terms  were,  doubtlefs,  more  advantageous 
to  the  Engliih  fettlements  in  America  than  to  the  ifland  of  Great 
Britain.  The  unexampled  fuccefs  of  the  war  enabled  England 
to  dictate  the  conditions  of  peace.  She  had  it  in  her  option  to 
retain  the  Weft  India  iflands  of  Martinico,  Guadaloupe,  Ma- 
riegalante,  and  Defiderade,  the  poiTeffion  of  which  would  have 
brought  the  mod  important  advantages  tocher  commerce,  or  by 
ceding  thefc  iflands,  to  fecure  the  Amencan  fettlements  on  the 

north 
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A.  D.  north  by  the  acquifitlon  of  Canada.    She  preferred  the  intereft 
1763.  of  her  colonies.     It  was  no  Icfs  in  her  power  to  retain  the  im- 
portant conquefts  (he  had  made  from  Spain,  as  to  obtain  an 
equivalent  for  thefe  conqueih  by  (lipulating  fuch  commercial 
advantages  as  would  have  added  iramcnfe  wealth  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, or  to  defend  her  American  colonies  in  the  fouth  by  acqui- 
ring the  forts  of  St.  Augufline  and  Penfacola,  and  the  exten(ivc 
country  of  Florida.    In  this  inllance,  alfo,  the  intered  of  Ame* 
rfca  prevailed.     The  colonics  were  fccured  from  every  hoftile 
attack,  and,  at  the  price  of  Britiih  blood  and  treafure  and  every 
national  advantage,  were  placed  in  fuch  a  iituation  as  no  longer 
required  the  proieftion  of  Great  Britain.     From  that  moment 
they  may  be  faid  to  have  obtained  independence,  when  their 
condition  enabled  them  to  afTume  it. 

It  has  long  been  obferved,  that  England  generally  lofcs  by 
negociation  the  advantages  which  (he  has  acquired  by  force  of 
arms.  If  this  obfervation  be  well  founded*  the  circumftance, 
perhaps,  does  njot  fo  much  arife  from  the  unlkilfulneis  of  her 
miniflers  as  from  the  nature  of  the  EngllQi  conftitution.  In  a 
free  country  there  are  a  great  many  ITttle  intcrcfts,  all  of  whicb 
tnud  be  confidered  by  a  minifler,  and  fome  of  which  may  be 
allowed,  at  certain  times,  in  confeqocuce  of  a  particular  combi- 
nation of  circum (lances,  to  prevail  over  the  general  intereft  of 
the  community.  At  the  time  that  the  public  attention  was  ctn^ 
ployed  in  conlldering  the  propofcd  terms  of  peace,  the  conduct 
of  the  Weft  India  intereft  in  parliament  was  extremely  remark- 
able. The  popular  lord-mayor  of  London  afTumed  the  lead 
among  thofe  colonifts,  who  coropofcrd  a  powerful  and  complete 
body  in  the  houfe  of  commons.  Thefe  gentlemen,  while  the 
peace  was  in  agitation,  fpared  neither  pains  nor  expence  to  per- 
fiiade  the  Englilh  nation,  that  it  was  far  more  eligible  to  retairt 
Canada  than  the  Weft  India  ifland?.  The  reafon  for  their  be- 
ing fo  anxious  to  fpread  this  opinion,  was,  becaufe  the  poflcflTion 
of  the  French  Weft  Indies  would  have  annihilated  their  owi* 
importance;  whereas  the  poiTcffion  of  Canada  could  nor  de- 
fray any  thing  from  the  value  of  Jamaica,  Antigua,  and  the 
other  iflands,  in  which  their  property  confifted.  It  is  faid  that 
fjic  late  minifter  had/  againft  his  own  fentimcnts,  purchafecC 
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\htir  frieiidfliip  by  complying  with  their  defires  in  tlii^  particular;  A.  D. 
and  their  blaroorous  efforts  to  render  their. own  voice  that  of  the  ^  7^3* 
publici  had|  doubtlefs,  a  coniliderable  influence  with  the  mini- 
flers  who  negociaked  the  peace.    But  this  was  hot  all.     The  * 

£nglifh  had  not  yet  learned  to  feparate  their  own  interefts  from 
thofe  of  America ;  and  thofe  who  then  held  the  helni  of  affairs 
-were  foolifhly  dazzled  with  the  notion  of  acquiring  an  extenfivc! 
and  undifhirbed  empire  acrbfs  the  Atlantic^  When  the  Weft 
India  patriots  obferved  them  determined  in  this  deBgn,  and  that 
the  retaining  Canada  and  the  ceffioh  of  the  iflanda  was  a 
point  irrevocable  in  the  hegociation;  they  joined  heartily  in  op- 
^ofing  the  whole  fyftem  of  the  peace.  The  odium  of  this  mea- 
fure  Was  thk-oyfh  entirely  on  adminift'ration ;  but  the  clamour  of 
pretended  patriots  and  the  Ambition  of  courtiers  had  united  in 
bridging  aibout  an  ^vent  which  has  been  one  confiderable  fource 
of  the  fubfequeht  calamities  which  have  befallen  Great  Britain* 

The  pairliameht  which  hiet  iii  the  year  1763  approved  of  thb 
peace^  and  voted  16,006  men  to  be  employed  for  the  fea  ferticfe 
for  1764;  including  4287  marines'.  Tlie  king  in  his  fpeech  had 
recommended  keeping  the  fleet  on  a  refpedtable  footing ;  the 
brdinaiy^oif  the  navy  aihount^d  to  368,598!.  and  200,006!. 
was  iroti^d  towards  the  building  and  repairs  of  his  majedy's  (hips 
JFor  1 764.  Nothing  could  hh  tnore  proper  than  thefe  prepara- 
tions, which  ihfured  the  performance  of  the  articles  of  the  ge- 
beral  peace  oh  the  part  of  France  S»nd  Spain  5  all  of  whicb>  ex- 
cepting the  liquidation  of  the  Canadsl  bills,  and  the  Manilla  ran«- 
ibm,  were  fulfilled  with  great  pun£luality. 

Notv^ithftanding  the  pacific  intentions  of  the  French  and  Spa- 
tiifh  courts,  fome  occurrences- unavoidably  happened  in  diftant 
parts  which  were  employed  as  arguments  by  the  oppofers  of  the  ^ 

peace  fdr  again  embroiling  Great  Britain  with  both  thicfc  king* 
doms.  The  firfl  event  of  this  kind  was  a  mifunderflanding  be- 
tween the  Englifh  arid  French  commanders  in  America.  This 
afforded  matter  for  popular  declamation ;  but  when  the  fa^ts 
were  fully  etpUined,  it  appeared  that  the  differences  had  intire- 
ly  arifen  from  the  commander  of  an  Englifh  frigate  having,  pur- 
iiiant  to  his  orders  from  England,  obliged  a  French  (hip  to  keep 
within  the  bounds  of  navigatioii  prefcribcd  by  treaty.  This  ojat- 
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A.  D.  ttr  wai  hardly  explained  to  the  fatitfaAion  of  the  pablic»  when 
'7^3*  a  floop  of  war  arrited  at  Portfmoutb  from  Newfoandlandy 
which  repreientcd  the  French  fleel  on  that  coaft'as  extremely 
formidable.  It  was  ailerted  that  the  French,  in  dire£l  oppofition 
to  the  treaty  of  peace,,  intended  to  fortify  St.  Pe(er^S|  and  thac 
the  Briufli  fcpiadron  in  eho(e  parts  commanded  by  Mr.  Falifer, 
wa»  by  no  mean$  in-  a  condition  to  preirent  this  meafiire.  Upon 
this  intelligence,  the  party  in  oppofition  prbnounced  a  French 
war  to  be  unavoidable,  unlefs  we  were  difpofed  to  facrifice  all 
our  late  conquells.  Meanwhile  Mr.  Palifer  difpatched*  a  floop 
to  the  French  governor  at  St»  Peter V  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of 
the  reports  which  prevailed,  and  to  know  if  be  had  mounted 
cannon  and  ere£kd  works  on  that  ifland.  The  governor  an- 
iWered  by  afluranecs  that  there  was  no  more  than  one  four- 
pounder  mounted,  without  a  plat-^form,  and  with  no  other  in- 
Cirnilon,  than  to  make  iignals,  and  to  anfwer  tbofe  which  were 
snide  by  the  fiiliermcn ;  that  the  guard  had  never  exceeded  50 
ttien  I  and  that  no  works-  or  buildings  whatever  had  been  ercA' 
od*  contrary  to  the  treaty.  The  fufpicions  had  sffiien  from  the 
equivocal  condufi  of  a  capuin  of  a  French  ihip  of  50  ffiosg. 
which,  aa  it  appeared  by  the  commodore'^  letters,  was  the  only 
large  vtSci  the  French  had  in  thofe  parts.  This  fliip^.  with  one 
frigate  of  26  gun$,  and  another  of  inferior  force^  formed  their 
whole  (Irength^  and  Mr.  Palifer  was  aflured  that  none  of  thofe 
vcITels  had  ever  attempted^  or  would  ever  attempt  to  enter  into- 
any  of  the  harbours  on  the  coaft  of  Neivfoundland.^ 

The  clamour  which  #as  exoited  by  the  cooduA  of  a  French 
fquadron  st  Turk^s  ifland,  was  fupported  on  a  better  foundation* 
This  place  is  the  mod  confiderable  of  a  number  of  fmall  iflands 
which  go  under  the  fame  name  on  the  coaft  of  Spanifh  Hifpa'- 
niola.  It  is  only  four  miles  in  length,  has  not  any  good  bar-' 
hour,  and  is  fo  barren  and  uncomfortable  a  fpot  that  it  is  iro« 
poflible  for  any  fcttlement  to  fubdft  upon  it.  But  as  the  coaft* 
abounds  with  various  kinds  of  fifli,  efpecially  turtle,  and  affords 
great  quantities  of  fait,  the  Bermudians  and  othei'  Bridftr 
fubje£h  reforted  thither  in  order  to  fiih,  and  to  gather  fale 
in  the  dry  feafon.  Two  hundred  of  them  were  em|Jpyed  in 
this  manner  in  the  month  of  June,  when  a  French  ihip  of  74 
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.gtmsi  with  a  fnow,  floop,  and  xcbe^ue,  arrived  from  Cape  A.  D. 
Francois,  Having  landed  on  Turk's  ifland,  they  laid  hold  of  the  *  7^3» 
£nglifh,  plundered  and  burnt  their  cabinsi  detained  their  perfons 
for  feme  days  as  prlfoners,  and  ivhen  difmifled,  ordered  4beni 
never  to  return  into  thofe  parts.  Mr.  Lyttelron  the  governor  of 
Jamaica  was  no  fooner  informed  of  thofe  hoAilities  than  he  fent 
AOti<:e  of  them  to  the  nfwniftry,  who  gavefuch  inftrudions  as  the 
occafion  required  to  lord  Hertford^  then  ambafTador  in  France. 
Meanwhile  an  account  of  4he  whole  tranfaflion  was  laid  before 
the  public;  and  it  was  generally  thought  that  the  French  intends 
ed  'to  attempt  a  fettlement  on  Turk's  ifland.  The  oppodtion  re«> 
prefented  the  attack  upon  the  Englifli  fak-gathcrers  as  a  premc«- 
ditated  plan  of  the  French  politics,  which  was  to  be  executed 
by  the  trcathcrous  d'Eftaign  then  governor  of  St.  Domingo,  for 
expelling  the  Britiifa  fobje£b  not  only  from  thefe  wretched 
iilands  but  from  all  their  other  poiTeffions  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
They  iniilled  that  the  pail  hoftHities  and  prcfent  intentions  of  the 
French  were  a  juftifiable  ground  for  a  new  war.  But  this  clsh- 
mour  was  effcftually  filenced  by  the  dedaratton  of  the  French 
court  in  anfwer  to  the  demands  of  the  Britifti  ambaflador.  h 
difavowcd  the  proceeding*  of  the  French  fubjcSs  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  difclaimed  all  intention  of  acquiring  or  conquering  Turk's 
HIand,  ordered  the  count  d*£ftaign  to  caufe  thefe  iflands  to  be 
immediately  abandoned,  and  every  thing  therein  to  be  reftored 
to  the  condition  in  which  it  was  before  the  late 'violent  proceed- 
ings. Full  reparation  alfo  was  ordered  to  be  made  to  the  firitiQi 
fcbjcfts  for  the  lofs  of  their  property  and  other  injuries,  accordr  , 
ing  to  an  eftlmation  to  be  immediately  fettled  by  the  governors 
of  Jamaica  and  St.  Domingo. 

The  ufual  remiflnefs  of  the  court  of  Spain  in  giving  inftnic-p 
tions  to  their  governors  in  diftant  parts,  concerning  the  obferva^^ 
tion  of  treaties  ncgociatcd  in  Europe,  had  almoft  occafioned  a 
rupture  betwixt  England  and  that  kingdom,  which,  however, 
terminated  in  a  manner'  equally  honourable  for  Great  Britain. 
On  the  22d  of  February  1764,  an  order  came  from  don  Jofeph  1764» 
Kofado,  governor  of  Baccabar,  commanding  the  Englifti  fettlers 
in  the  bay  of  Honduras  to  retire  from  every  other  place,  and  to 
fpnfine  themfelves  to  the  banks  of  the  river  Balis.  The  Engllfii 
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A.  D.  in  thofe  parts  are  under  the  prote£Vion  of  the  go?erDOr  o£  )»- 
'764*  maica,  to  whom  they  formed  a  petition^  (Siting  forth,  «  T^a? 
^<  the  Spanifli  orders  had  occaGoned  a  toul  ftagnation  of  bofi- 
**  nefs  \  that  the  comm^dcrs  of  (hips  who  had  hitherto  fuppUedl 
«  the  petitioners  with  provifions^  feeing  no  probability  of  being 
«<  paid  for  what  they  had  already  fumiflie4»  declined  being 
<<  longer  concerned  in  that  commerce;  and  tha^;  haying  no 
<<  plantations  of  their  pwn^  and  being  cut  off  from  the  only 
<<  fupply  in  which  they  could  confide,  they  faw  no  poffible 
<<  means  of  preferving  themfeWes  and  their  families  from  fii^ 
<<  mine."  In  confequence  of  this  petition  governor  Lyttdto^ 
Tent  an  agent  from  Jamaica  to  inquire  into  the  true  ftate  of  the 
grieyances  complained  of,  and  to  ufe  bis  beft  endeavours  to  re-r 
dre6  them.  Upon  inquiry  it  was  folmd,  that  the  order  of  the 
Spanifli  gOTernor  of  3accabar  was  in  confequence  of  a  letter  of 
the  2f  lb  of  December,  1 763,  written  by  Mr.  dlEi^ines,  caj>tain- 
general  of  Jucatan,  who  had  arrived  at  Campeacby  on  the  7th 
of  the  fame  tnonth.  This  letter  injoined  the  neceQity  of  con^- 
ning  the  logwood  cutters  to  particular  diftrifts,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  Spaniards  from  being  impofed  on  by  pretenders  to  the 
rights  of  Britiih  fub]e£ts.  Accordingly  the  EngliC^  were  limited 
to  20  leagues  up  the  fouth  fide  of  the  new  river;  in  the  river 
Baits,  and  four  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of  i^  mouth,  they 
were  not  to  be  interrupted ;  but  if  difcovered  beyond  theie  li- 
mits, their  negroes  were  feized,  tbcir  property  confifcated,  and 
their  own  pcrfons  arreftcd. 

While  proper  meafures  were  ufcd  in  America  for  ipemoying 
thefc  grievances,  and  for  keeping  the  Spaniards  to  the  17th  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty,  which  afcertaioed  the  right  of  the  Englifli  t^ 
cut  logwood  in  the  bay  of  Campeacby,  the  earl  of  Jiochford, 
then  ambaiTador  at  Madrid,  had  inftru£iions  to  complain  of  the 
<  ondu£l  of  Mr.  d'Eftines.  To  his  memorial,  which  was  diQtz^ 
tcci  in  the  moft  fpiritcd  terms,  the  Spani(h  minifter  replied, 
««  That  he  had  no  advices  from  that  governor  relative  to  the 
<*  fubjcd>  of  the  complaint ;  but  that  it  was  certainly  his  Catho~ 
<»  lie  majefty's  intention  to  abide  by  the  17th  article  of  the  laft 
*«  treaty  of  peace ;  that  he  had  already  given  pofitive  orders  to 
<^  l\is  governor  of  Jucatan  for  that  purpofe ;  that  tbefe  order; 

♦'fliould 
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f  <  fiumld  be  renewed^  and  the  Englifb  no  longer  interrupted  in  A.  D, 
f<  cutting  logwood  in  the  fiipulated  places.^  '7^4? 

This  anfwer,  though  in  appearance  fufficicntlf  explicit,  did 
pot  fatisfy  the  antiminifterial  party  in  Great  Britain.  Tbey  ak 
firmed  that  the  reply  of  bis  Catholic  majedy's  minifter  was  difin« 
gcnuous^  becaufe  it  ftipulated  no  fatisfa£tion  to  the  fufferers^ 
per  any  punilHment  on  the  offending  party;  and  tbey  called  out 
for  an  immediate  declaration  of  war  againfl:  Spain.  Partly,  per-r 
haps,  in  order  to  quiet  the  violence  of  their  clamours,  the  earl 
of  Rochford  was  ordered  to  make  freQi  remopftrances.  Thefe 
occafioned  the  fending  of  new  orders  tQ  the  governor  of  Juca-f 
tan,  in  which  his  proceedings  with  regard  to  the  Britifh  fubjeOs 
in  the  bay  pf  Honduras  are  difapproved  by  his  Catholic  major 
fty ;  he  is  comma(ided  to  repair  their  injuries,  to  give  them  no 
difquiet  in  future  under  any  pretence  whatever;  it  being  the  de- 
fire  of  the  king  of  Spain  to  preferye  peace  with  Great  Britain, 
and  to  give  the  ^eateft  proofs  of  his  friendfiiip  to  the  Britifli 
nation. 

The  pacific  intentions  of  France  and  Spain^  which  had  been 
fufficiently  difcoyered  ip  every  tranfaflion  Gnce  the  conclufion  of 
the  treaty,  was  entirely  owing  to  the  known  ftrength  of  the 
Britifli  navy  in  thofe  parts  where  the  natural  enemies  of  this 
kingdom  are  moft  vulnerable.  The  Amerfcan  feas  were  cover • 
ed  with  Englifh  fbips  of  war,  which  in  a  great  meafure  inter- 
rupted  the  illicit  commerce  betn^een  the  Britifh  colonics  and  the 
t^rench  and  SpaniCh  fettlements.  This  occafioned  afTefting  repre* 
ientations  to  be  fent  from  acrofs  the  Atlantic.  The  colonifls  com-  * 
plained  that  all  the  Britifh  fhips  of  war  were  now  converted  into 
guarda-coflas,  and  their  commanders  into  fo  many  cudom-houfe 
officers,  who  feized  every  foreign  (hip  carrying  gold  artd  filver 
to  be  exchanged  for  Britifh  commodities  ;  and  they  afTerted  that, 
if  this  refource  by  which  they  were  fupplicd  with  fpecie  from 
France  and  Spain  was  cut  off,  it  would  be  impoflible  for  them 
to  make  their  remittances  to  England. 

The  univerfality  of  thefe  complaints  engaged  the  miniflry  to 
mitigate  the  rigour  of  the  orders  which  they  had  fent  out  at  the 
conclufion  of  the  peace  to  the  Weft  India  governors,  and 
commanders  of  fhips,  for  annoying  the  contraband  trade  of  the 
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A,  D.  colonics  with  France  and  Spain.  The  iiavy  of  Great  Britain 
9764.  was  thus  delivered  from  a  fervice,  which  was  in  fome  mcafure 
unworthy  of  that  dignity  and  fplendour  by  which  it  had  been 
diflinguifhed ;  and  a  few  veflels  were  henceforth  employed  in  an 
undertaking  which  was  more  fuitable  to  the  naval  greataeis  of 
this  ifland. 

It  had  long  been  a  qucftion  with  the  learned,  whether  the 
unexplored  part  of  the  fouthcrn  heroifpherc  contained  another 
/  continent,  or  whether  fo  great  a  part  of  the  globe  exhibited  only 

an  immcnfe  expanfe  of  water.  The  former  opinion  feemcd  to 
be  rendered  probable  by  analogical  reafoning  concerning  the 
geography  of  the  earth,  and  received  fome  additional  ftrength 
from  the  various  difcoveries  of  new  lands  in  thofe  rempte  parts, 
by  the  feveral  commercial  powers  who  held  poffcflions  in  Ame- 
rica. The  Englifli,  Portuguefe,  Dutch,  and  French  navigators 
had  didinguiflied  themfelves,  for  above  two  centuries,  in  this 
immenfe  field  of  enterprise ;  and,  although  they  failed  in  all 
their  attempts  to  determine  the  main  qucftion,  they  met  with 
fuch  a  variety  df  new  objefts  as  gave  rife  to  other  quedions, 
and  excited  frefli  curioiity.  Soon  after  the  acccflion  of  his  pre- 
fent  majefty  to  the  throne,  a  defign  was  formed  of  fending  out 
veiTels  for  examining  with  particular  attention  the  wonders  of 
the  fouthcrn  hemifpliere,  and  for  confirming  what  was  true  and 
detecting  what  was  falfe  in  the  various  and  contradiAory  ac- 
counts of  former  navigators.  In  the  year  1 764,  the  kingdom 
being  then  in  a  (late  of  profound  peace,  the  Dolphin  and  the 
Tamer,  the  former  a  (hip  of  war  of  the  (ixth  rate,  and  the  lat- 
ter a  (loop  mounting  (ixteen  guns,  were  difpatched  for  this  pur- 
pofcj  under  the  command  of  commodore  Byron,  whofe  inftruc- 
tions,  dated  the  Z7th  of  June  in  that  year,  explain  the  nature  and 
objedi  of  ^he  expedition.  ^  Whereas  nothing  can  redound 
<<  more  to  the  honour  of  this  nation  as  a  maritime  power,  to 
"  the  dignity  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  the  a^- 
<«  vaocement  of  the  trade  and  navigation  thereof,  than  to  make 
**  difcoveries  of  cot-ntries  hitherto  unknown ;  and  whereas  there 
f*  is  reafon  to  believe  that  lands'  and  iflands  of  great  extent, 

V  hitherto  unvifited  by  any  European  power,  may  be  fouiid  19 

V  fh^  Atlantic  ocean,  between  the  C^apc  of  Good  Hope  and 

<«  the 
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M  the  Magellanic  Straits,  within  the  latitude  convenient  for  na-  A.  I>- 
<«  vigation,  and  in  climates  adapted  to  the  produce  of  commo^  1764. 
«<  ditics  ufeful  in  commerce  ;  and  whereas  his  majefty*s  iflands 
«  called  Pepy^s  ifland  and  Falkland  iflands,  lying  within  the 
*<  faid  track,  notwithftanding  theif  having  been  firft  dilcovered 
«<  and  vifited  by  Britifli  navigators,  have  never  yet  been  fo  fuf- 
^<  ficicntly  furveyed,  as  that  an  accurate  judgment  may  be  form- 
ic ed  of  their  coafts  and  produd,  his  majefty  taking  the  premn 
««  fes  into  confideration,  and  conceiving  no  conjuncture  fo  proper 
«<  for  an  enterprize  of  this  nature  as  a  time  of  profound  peace, 
«<  which  his  kingdoms  at  prefent  happily  enjoy,  has  thought  & 
•«  that  it  Oiould  how  be  undertaken."  Captain  Byron,  purfuant 
tothefe  inftruftions,  failed  from  the  Downs  on  the  21(1  of 
June ;  and  having  vifitcd  the  Falkland  idands,  pafled  through 
the  Straits  of  Magellan  info  the  Pacific  Ocean,  where  he  difco-- 
vered  the  iflands  of  Difappointment,  George,  Prince  of  Wales^ 
Danger,  York  ifland,  and  Byron  ifland.  He  returned  to  Eng-* 
land  in  the  month  of  May  in  the  year  1 766 — having  deter minetl 
an  the  courfe  of  this  long  navigation  many  doubtful  points,  the 
refult  of  which  is  highly  intcrcfting  to  the  public,  and  may  bc 
€)f  great  importance  to  future  navigators. 

Commodore  Byron  came  in  fight  of  Cape  Frio  on  the  coatf 
of  Brazil  on  the  i  ith  of  September,  and  anchored  the  day  fol- 
lowing in  the  great  road  of  Rio  de  Janeiro.  This  city  is  governed 
by  the  viceroy  of  Brazil,  who  received  the  Engtifli  officers  with 
a  ceremonious  politenefs^  The  people  aboard  the  commodore's 
fliip,  having  been  fupplied  with  frefli  provifions  and  greens  every' 
4ay,  were  very  healthy ;  but  there  being  many  iick  aboard  xbe 
Tamer,  a  place  was  appointed  for  them  on  fhore,  where  thef 
foon  recovered.  On  the  16th  of  Oftober  both  fhips  weighed 
anchor}  and  the  crews  were  impatient  to.get  to  fea,  in  order  ta' 
avoid  the  exceffive  heat»  which  prevail  on  that  coaft.  They* 
were  obliged,  however,  to  remain  five  days  above  the  bar^ 
waiting  for  the  land  breeze ;  nor  was  it  whhout  much  difficulty 
they  got  out  at  laft,  on  account  of  the  narrowncfs  of  the  en- 
trance between  the  two  firft  forts,  which  renders  the  p^jlTage  fo' 
dangerous  that  the  fhips  mufl  have  been  lofV,  had  they  followed 
the  a;dhrice  of  the  Portuguefe  pilot.    Daring  the  dehy  at  Rio  de 

Janeiro 
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A.  D.  Janeiro  fereral  Englifh  Tailors  were  decoded  by  the  Portogiicft; 

*7^4*  to  leave  their  rcfpeftive  (hips.  This  is  a  common  prafticc  oh 
the  coaft  of  Brazil,  efpecially  at  Rio  de  Janeiro;  where  the  Poi^- 
tuguefe,  carrying  on  a  great  trade,  fpire  no  pains»  nor  laboui*, 
nor  deceit  to  entiek  foreign  reamexl  to  enter  into  their  fervice. 

The  commodore,  having  loft  fight  of  the  coaft  of  Brazil  oh 
the  22d  of  0£lober,  called  all  hands  upon  deck;  dnd  informed 
them  that  he  was  not,  as  they  imagined;  bound  immediately  to 
the  Eaft  Indies,  but  upon  certaih  difcoveries,  which   it    was 
thought  might  be  of  great  importance  to  our  country,  in  confi- 
deration  of  whi<^h  the  lords  commiffloners  of  the  adihiralty  had 
been  pleafed  to  promife  them  double  pay,  and  feVeral  other  adi 
tantages^  if  during  the  toyage  they  fhould  behave  themfelve^ 
to  his  fatisfadion.    They  all  exprefTed  the  greateft  joy  iipon  the 
cccafion  ;  aflfured  him  they  would  undergo  with  chearfulnefi 
every  difficulty  and  danger  in  the  fervice  of  their  country,  and 
obey  his  orders  with  the  litmoft  zeal.     The  commodore  conti- 
nued to  Acer  his  courfe  towards  the  foutb  ;  and  on  the  nth 
November  found  himfclf  in  the  latitude,  41  degrees  34  niinutes 
fouth;  longitude^  58  degrees  17  minutes  weft.     While  he  wis 
in  the  latitude  of  35  degrees  50  minutes,  he  found  the  weather 
as  cold  aS  it  ii  in  the  fame  feafon  in  England,  although  the 
month  of  November  is  a  fprihg  month  in  the  foutherii  hemJ- 
fphere,anfwering  to  the  month  of  May  in  Europe;  and  they  were 
20  degrees  nearer  the  line  than  we  are  iti  Britain ;  fo  much 
colder  is  it  towards  the  foutherri  regions  of  the  earth.     The 
people  on  the  forecaftle  were  frequently  deceived  with  the  ap-  ^ 
pearance  of  land.     On  the  i2th  November  they  called  oiit  at 
once,  ««  Land  right  a-head.'*    The  commodore. looked  ibrward 
inider  the  fore-fail,  and  faw  what  at  (irft  appeared  to  be  ah 
ifland,  rifing  in  tv^o  rude  craggy  hiUs.     He  fent  oiGcers  to  the 
maft-head  who  called  out  that  they  faw  land  a  great  way  to  the 
windward.     As  they  continued  their  navigation^  the  land  ftill 
kept  the  fame  appearance,  arid  the  hills  looked  bliie,  as  they 
generally  do  at  a  diftance.     Mznf  of  the  feamen  faid  they  ftw 
the  fca  break  upon  the  fandy  beaches ;  but  having  fteered  for 
above  an  hour,  what  they  had  taken  for  land  vaniihed  at  once, 
and;  t6  their  gf  eat  aftbniflimcnt,  appeared  to  have  been  a  fog 
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ISani.  After  this  extraordinary  difappointmcnt  the  commodore  A.  D. 
Ihaped  his  courfc  for  Cape  Blanco,  which  he  difcovcred  on  the  1 7^4* 
i  7th>  but  after  two  days  Tailing  was  ftill  at  a  lofs  for  Port  De-> 
lire,  no  defcription  tieing  more  confufed  than  that  which  Sir 
John  )<larb6rough  iiad  given  of  that  harbour.  On  the  2oth  he 
difcovcred  an  ifland,  which  correfponded  with  Narborough's 
defcrijption  of  Penguin  ifland  i  and  m  the  evening  faw  a  remark- 
able rock;  rifing  from  the  water's  edge  like  a  ftceplc,  on  the 
fbuth  fide  of  the  entrance  of  Port  Dcfire.  This  rock  is  an  ex- 
cellent land-mark  for  the  harbour,  which  is  otherwife  very  dif- 
ficult to  find.  During  his  iRay  at  this  place,  which  was  till  the 
5th  of  December,  the  commodore  orclered  every  part  of  it  to 
be  founded»  and  found  that  ttiere  is  no  danger  but  what  may  be 
feen  at  low  water.  He  difcovcred  fcveral  wells  of  frclh  water 
at  a  fmall  dillance  from  the  beach,  and  found  great  quantities 
0f  guanicoes  and  wild  fowl.  Here  is  alfo  fuch  plenty  of  excel- 
lent miifcle^j  that  a  boat  may  be  loaded  with  them  every  trip 
Hit  low  water ;  and  in  fome  parts  of  the  coaft  there  are  bufhes 
which  might  produce  a  tolerable  fupply  of  fuel.  On  the  whole, 
Port  Defitc  #ould  be  a  very  convenient  place  for  fhips  to  touch 
at,  if  it  were  hot  for  the  rapidity  of  the  current. 

Havihg  linmobfed  on  the  5th  December,  they  proceeded  in 
iearch  of  Pepy*s  ifland,  which  is  faid  in  Cowley's  voyage  to  ly 
ih  47  degrees  fouth  latitude.  But  they  fought  for  it  during  fe- 
deral days  in  vain,  and  were  at  length  obliged  by  hard  weather 
to  ftecr  for  the  Cape  Virgin  Mary;  the  north  entrance  of  the 
8treights  of  Magellan.  On  the  20th  they  ran  clofe  in  fliore  to 
this  cape,  there  being  a  long  fpit  of  fand  running  to  the  fouth- 
i^rd.  In  the  evening  they  brought  lip  clofe  to  this  (pit  of  fand, 
having  feen  many  guanicoes  feeding  in  the  vallics,  and  a  great 
ftnoke  all  the  afternoon.  At  this  place  the  Dolphin  anchored  » 
but  the  Tamer,  not  being  able  to  fetch  the  aiichoring  ground, 
kept  tinder  way  all  night.  However,  both  vcflels  anchored  next 
morning  two  miles  from  the  fliore.  This  was  the  coaft  of  Pa- 
tagonia, which,  according  to  very  early  accounts  was  faid  to  be 
inhabited  by  a  race  of  giants ;  but  the  veracity  of  thcfe  ac- 
counts had  become  doubtful,  from  the  contradiiflory  afTertions 
of  many  later  navigators  who  had  been  on  that  coaf>,  and  had 
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A.  n^ncTCr  met  with  any  men  of  an  extraordinary  ftature.  This  cir- 
1 7^4*  cumdatice  naturally  engaged  the  commodore^s  attention.  When 
bis  (hip,  therefore,  had  come  to  an  anchor,  he  iaw  cxadliy 
what  bad  hajppened  to  the  crew  of  the  Wager,,  as  mentioned  in 
the  account  written  by  JAr,  Bulkelej  of  her  voyage.     A  great 
number  of  horfemen  rode  backwards  and  fbrwarda  dircfUy 
abreaft  of  the  (hip,  waving  in  their  bands  fomething  white  as  an 
invitation  for  them  to  come  on  (bore.     The  commodore,  being 
cxircmcly  defirous  to  know  what  thcfc  people  were,  ordered 
out  his  twelve-oared  boat,  and  went  towards  the  t^ach-  with 
'    Mr.  Marfhal  his  fecond  lieutenant,  and  a  party  of  men  weH 
armed,  Mr.  Gumming  his  firft  lieutenant  following  in  the  (ix- 
oared  cutter.     When  they  came  within  a  (hort  diftance  of  the 
Ihore,  they  faw  above  500  people,  fomc  on  foot,  but  the  great- 
er part  on  horfeback,   who  continued  waving  and  hallooing, 
as  invitations  to  land.    They  appeared  to  be  entirely  unarmed ; 
but  the  commodore  made  (igns  to  them  to  remove  to  a  little 
iiftancc,  with  which  they  immediately  complied.   The  £ngU(h' 
then  landed,  and  were  drawn  up  on  the  beach,,  where  the  com- 
fnodore  ordered  them  to  continue,  while  be  alone  went  forward 
towards  the  Indians,  who  retired  as  he  approached,    He  there-- 
fore  agnin  made  (ignals  that  one  of  them  (hould  come  near, 
which  one  of  them  who  appeared  to  be  a  chief  immediately  com* 
plied  with.  He  was  of  a  gigantic  ftature,'and  feemed  to  realize 
in  part  the  tales  of  Polyphemus  of  old.     Wt  had  the  ikin  of  a 
wild  beafl'thrown  over  his  (houlders,  and  his  face  was  painted  fo 
as  tb  make  a  mod  hideous  appearance.  The  commodore  did  not- 
meafure  him,  but  fuppofes  his  height  to  have  been  about  fcven 
feet.    With  this  frightful  ColoflTus  he  marched  forward  to  join 
the  reft,  who  ftill  continued  at  a  di(bnce,  as  they  had  been  de- 
fircd.    Mr.  Byron  made  figns  for  them  to  fit  down,,  which  they 
readily  obeyed.    There  were  among  them  fevcral*  women  pro- 
portionably  large,  and  few  of  the  men  feemed  lefs  than  the  chief 
who  had  firft  come  forward.     They  received  with-  much  plea- 
fiire  the  trinkets  which  were  diftributcd  among  them,  and  be- 
haved in  a  moft  regular  and  orderly  manner,  no  one  tcftifying 
the  Icaft  impatience  or  difpleafure,  that  his  neighbour  was  fcrvcd 
before  him,  or  that  hi$  prefcnt  way  better  than  his  own.  They 
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made  figns  for  the  commodore  to  go  along  with  them,  and  of- A.  D, 
fcred  him  one  of  their  horfesj  but  he  made  them  undcriUad  ^7^4- 
that  he  muft  return  to  his  fliip,  at  which  they  expreflcd  great 
concern.  During  the  pantomimical  conference^  an  old  man  of- 
ten Jaid  his  head  down  upon  the  ftoncs,  and  fhutting  his  eyes 
£or  about  half  a  minute,  £rft  pointed  to  his  mouth,  and  after«- 
iMrards  to  the  hills,  meaning  probably,  that  if  the  ftrangers  could 
ilay  all  night,  he  would  bring  them  fome  provifions.  Thefc  peo- 
ple are  not  only  taH,  but  well  proportioned  :   except  the  fkins 
i?hich  they  wore  with  the  hair  inwards,  mod  of  them  were  na-  ^ 
Iced,  a  few  only  having  on  their  legs  a  kind  of  boot,  with  a  fhort 
|K>inted   (lick  faftened  to  each  heel,  which  ferved  as  a  fpur^ 
Wheo  the  commodore,  and  ibmc  of  his  people  who  had  by 
this  time  come  up,  thought  proper  to  leave  them,  not  one  of 
them  offered   to  follow,  but  continued  to  remain  in  the  fa^ 
poGtion  in  which  they  had  been  pjaced.     They  had  a  grease 
number  of  dogs,  with  which  they  probably  hunt  the  wild  ani- 
mals which  fcrve  them  for  food.     Their  horfes  were  not  large^ 
oor  in  good<:afe,  yet  they  appeared  to  be  nimble  and  well  bro*- 
ken.     The  bridle  was  a  leathern  thong,  with  a  fmall  piece  of 
iRTOod  that  ferved  for  a  bit,  and  the  faddles  refemble  the  pads^ 
which  are  ufed   among  the  country   people  in  England.     The 
women  rode  ailride,  and  both'  men  and  women  without   ftir^ 
rups  5  yet  they  galloped  fearlefsly  over  the  fpit  upon  which  the 
Englilh  landed,  the  ilones  of  which  were  large,  iQofe  and  flip»> 
pery. 

Mr.  Syron,  having  quitted  this  part  of  the  coaA,  and  being 
in  latitude  51  degrees  fouth,  and  longitude  63  degrees  22  mi- 
nutes weft,  obferved  on  the  14th  of  January  a  low  flat  iiland^ 
full  of  high  tufts  of  grafs  refemUing  buOies*  He  continued 
his  courfe  along  the  fliore  of  this  ifland  about  fix  leagues,  and 
then  faw  another  ifland  low  and  rocky.  On  the  former  h^ 
difcovered  one  of  the  fincft  harbours  in  the  world,  which  he 
named  Port  Egmont  in  honour  of  the  earl,  who  prefided  at 
the  boafd  of  admiraity.  The  mouth  of  this  harbour  is  fouth^v 
^aft,  diftant  feven  miles  from  the  rocky  ifland,  which  is  a  good 
mark  to  know  it  by.  In  every  part  of  Port  Egmont,  where 
the  whole  navy  of  England  might  ride  in  pcrfed  fafety,  there 
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A.  D.U  great  plenty  of  frelh  watery  and  geefe,  ducks,  fnipes  anj 
^7^4*  other  birds  arc  fo  numerous,  that  the  ihip's  company  grew  tired 
of  them.     Here  are  wild  cekry  and  wood  forrel  in  the  greateft 
abundance,  beCdes  many  other  refrefhments  which  are  in  the 
higheft  degree  falutary  to  thofe  who  have  contra£led  fcorbutic 
diforders  during  a  long  voyage.  Nor  is  there  any  want  of  mof- 
cles,  dams,  cockles  and  limpets  i   the  feals  and  penguins  au-e 
innumerable,  and  it  is  impollible  to  walk  on  the  beach  without 
£rft  driYing  them^away.     The  coaft,  alfo,  abounds  with  ani- 
mals of  a  more  dangerous   kind.    There  are  fea  lions  of  an 
enormous  fize ;  and  a  very  fierce  quadruped  refembling  a  wolf. 
The  fangs  of  this  creature  are  remarkably  long  and  fharp  j  and 
it  is  fo  fierce  as  to  run  againfl  every  animal  tKat  it  fees.     It  is 
not  eafy  to  guefs  how  this  quadruped   fhould  have  got  to  thefe 
iilands,  which  are  diftant  at  leaft  one  hundred  leagues  from  the 
continent.    The  firfl  navigator  who  vifited  thofe  parts  is  fuppo- 
fed  to  be  captain  Dayies,  the  alTociate  of  Cavendifh,  in  1592. 
In   1594,  Sir  Richard  Hawkins  faw  land,  fuppofed  to  be  the 
fame,  and,  in  honour  of  his  midrefs  queen  £lifabeth,  called 
them  Hawkins's  Maiden  Land.  Long  afterwards  they  were  feeix 
by  fo»ne  French  ihips  from' St.  Malocs;  and  Frezier,  probably 
for  that  reafon,  called  them  the  Malouins,  a  name  which  has 
Cnce  been  adopted  by  the  Spaniards.  Commodore  Byron  thinks 
there  is  little  reafon  to  doubt  they  arc  the  fame  called  Pepy'k 
Iflands  by  Cowley  ;  and  he  took  poflefEon  of  Port  Egmont  and 
all  the  neighbouring  iflands  for  his  majefly  King  George  the 
Third,  by  the  name  of  Falkland  Iflands. 

Commodore  Byron  having  examined  thofe  parts  with  a  dc- 
j»rce  of  attention  that  had  never  been  before  bcflowed  on  them^ 
n;aJe  fail  for  Port  Defirc,  and  on  the  6th  of  l^ebruary  faw' 
lind,  and  flood  in  for  the  port.  During  the  run  from  Falklandi 
lil.mds  to  this  place,  the  number  of  whales  about  the  fhip  was 
Jo  great  as  to  render  the  navigation  dangerous.  On  the  i4tb 
he  put  to  fea,  in  order  to  go  through  the  Streights  of  Magel- 
lan, and  to  examine  with  attention  the  principal  bays  and  har- 
bours formed  by  the  coafl  on  each  fide.  He  entered  the 
.Streiglit  the  17th  of  February,  and  quitted  it  the  9th  of  April, 
Viviiig  employed  feven  weeks  and  two  days  in  the  voyage, 
'        -        •  which' 
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^hich  was  attended  with  incredible  difficulties  and  dangers;  A.  I\w 
fhcfe,  however,  were  to  be  afcribed  entirely  to  his  entering  17^^* 
the  Streight  near  the  time  of  the  equinoxj  when  the  worft  wea- 
|ber  was  to  be  expected :  but  at  a  proper  feafon  of  the  year,  not 
only  a  fingle  vefiei  bu^  a  whole  fquadron  might  pafs  the  Streight 
in  ieb  than  three  weeks.  One  great  advantage  of  this  paiTage 
^tbove  the  doubling  Cape  Horn,  is  the  facility  with  which  fifh  i$ 
airooft  every  where  to  be  procured,  with  wil%cclery,  fcurvjr 
grafs,  berries,  and  many  other  vegetables. 

Having  cleaned  the  btreight,  he  purfued  his  courfe  to  the  weft-* 
ward,  and  on  the  9th  of  May,  being  in  latitude  26  degrees  46 
ininutes  fouth,  longitude  94  degrees  45  minutes  well,  determi<» 
xied  to  fteer  a  north*weft  courfe  until  he  got  the  trade  wind,  and 
then  to  Aand  to  the  wedward  till  he  (hould  fall  in  with  Solo-* 
mon's  iflands,  if  any  fiich  there  were,  or  make  fome  new  di^ 
covery.  On  the  3^ft  there  was  a  great  member  of  birds  abou^ 
the  ihip,  which  made  him  conclude  that  land  was  at  no  greac 
diftance.  But  none  was  difcOvered  till  the  7th  ojf  June,  in  la* 
(itude  14  degrees  5  minutes  fo.uth,  longitude  144  degrees  58 
minutes  weft.  Thea  a  fmall  ifland  was  obferved  at  the  diftance 
of  fome  leagues.  In  a  very  {faort  time  another  ifland  was  dif- 
covered  to  windward,  much  larger  than  the  firft.  The  iliip 
ftood  for  the  fmall  ifland,  which  had  a  moft  beautiful  appear- 
ance,  being  furrQunded  with  a  beach  of  the  fi^eft  white  land, 
and  within  covered  with  tall  trees,  which  extended  their  ftiade 
to  a  great  diftance.  It  Teemed  to  be  about  ^ve  miles  in  circum- 
ference, and  from  each  end  of  it  a  fpit  runs  into  the  fea,  upon 
which  the  furge  broke  with  great  violence.  The  natives  ap* 
peared  on  the  beach  with  fpears  in  their  hands,  at  leaft  fixteei\ 
feet  long.  They  made  large  fires,  probably  for  lignals,  as  the 
£ime  appeared  immediately  after  on  the  larger,  ifland.  The 
commodore  failed  round  this  iflandj  but,  to  the  great  regret  and 
difappointment  of  the  fliip's  company,  no  anchoring- place  coul4 
be  found  within  lefs  than  a  cable's  length  of  the  fliore,  whicl^ 
iras  furrounded  dofe  to  the  beach  with  a  fteep  coral  rock.  The 
^ilors,  diftrefled  with  the  fcurvy,  faw  cocoa  nuts  in  great  abun- 
dance, the  milk  of  which  is  perhaps  the  heft  antifcorbutic 
ia  the  ¥wrld.    They  had  reafon  to  believe  that  there  were  limes, 

bananas. 
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A.  D*  bananas,  and  other  fniits  which  are  generally  found  betweea 
1764.  the  tropics ;  and,  to  incre.aie  their  monificationi  they  fa#  the 
fliclls  of  many  turtles  (battered  about  the  fliorc.     Having  ricw* 
ed  thi8  forbidden  paradife  with  fenfations  of  mexpreiEble  di- 
ftrefs,  they  wrought  up  to  the  other  iiland,  which  was  difco- 
vcred  to  be  equally  inacceflible.    They  perceived  fcvcral  other 
'     low  iflandSy  or  rather  peninfulas,  moft  of  them  being  joined  one 
to  the  other  by  a  neck  of  land  very  narrow,  and  almoft  level 
with  the  furface  of  the  water.     Here  the  cocoa  trees  are  eafily 
difcovcrcd,  hieing  higher  than  any  other  part  of  the  furface. 
A  boat  being  fent  to  found  the  lee  fide  of  thefe  iilands  for  an  an- 
fthoring  phtcCf  the  Indians  ran  dpwn  in  great  numbers  to  the 
jfhore,  armed  with  long  fpears  and  clubs,  and  making  ufe  of 
many  threatening  geftures.     A  gun  was  fired  over  their  heads, 
which  made  them  fly  to  the  woods  *,  but  the  boat  returned 
without  being  able  to  difcover  any  foundings  clofe  in  with  the 
furf,  which  broke  very  high  upon  the  fhore.    The  commodore 
thus  finding  it  impoffible  to  obtain  any  refrefhment  here,  nam- 
ed this  clufter  of  iflcs  the  Iflands  of  Oifappointment,  and  con- 
tinued his  voyage  to  the  weftward. 

Land  vras  again  difcovered  in  lefs  than  twenty-four  hours,  at 
the  diftanceof  fix  leagues.  In  the  morning  of  the  loth  of 
June,  being  within  three  mijes  of  the  (hore,  they  perceived  it 
to  be  a  long  low  ifland,  with  a  white  beach,  of  a  pleafant  ap* 
pearance,  full  of  cocoa-nut  and  other  trees.  It  was  furround- 
cd  with  a  rock  of  red  coral,  and  the  natives  behaved  in  the 
fame  hoftile  manner  as  thofe  of  the  Iflands  of  Difappointmcnt. 
No  anchoring  place  was  to  be  found,  nor  was  it  pqiTible  to  efb* 
blilh  any  friendly  intcrcourfe  with  the  Indians.  When  the 
veiTel  came  to  the  weftermofl  point  of  this  ifland  the  failors  ob- 
ferved  another  about  four  leagues  diftant.  They  vifited  every 
part  of  Its  coaft,  but  could  find  no  foundings.  The  boats  ha- 
ving approached  very  near  the  fliore,  made  figns  to  the  natives, 
li^ho  appeared  in  great  numbers,  that  they  wanted  water.  The 
Indians  readily  underilood  them,  and  directed  them  to  run 
down  farther  along  the  fhore.  Som^  of  them  fwam  off  to  our 
boats,  carrying  cocoa  nuts,  and  water  in  the  fliells.  The  prin^ 
ppl  objed  of  the  boats  was  to  pbtain  fome  pearls ;  and  the 
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tncii,  t6  aflift  them  in  explaining  their  meaning,  had  taken  with  A*  IX 
^em  fomc  of  the  pcarl-oyftcr  fliclls,  which  they  had-found  in  »7^^ 
great  numbers  upon  the  coaft.  But  all  their  endeavours  to 
make  thcmfelves  uaderftood  by  the  Indians  were  ioefFedual; 
and,,  as  no  anchorage  could  be  found  for  tht  ihips,  the  commo- 
dore proceeded  to  the  weftward,  having  named  chefe  iflands, 
which  are  fitua;ed  m  latitude  14  degrees  41  minutes  fputh,  lon- 
gitude 149  degrees  S5  minutes  weft,  ELing  George^s  iflands. 

On  the  day  foUowiog,  that  is,  the  13th  of  June,  about  three 
o'etock  iti  the  afternoon,^  tand  was  again  di&overed,  bearing 
Sr  S.  W.  dii^am  about  iiJt  leagues.  The  commodore  ftool* 
for  it»  and  found  it  to  be  a  low  and  very  narrow  iiland,  lyingi 
eaft  and  weft,  with  »  very  green  and  pleafant  appearance,  but 
a  dreadful  furf  breaking  on  every  part  of  it.  it  abounds  with' 
inhabitants,  is  about  twenty  leagues  in  length,  and  ties  in  lati- 
tude >5  degrees  fouth,  and  the  weftermoft  point  of  it  in  longi« 
tude  >j.i  degrees  53  minutes  weft*  To  this  place,  which  waa 
every  where  inaccefllble,.  the  commodore  gave  the  name  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales  ifland. 

From  the  weftern  extremity  of  this  iiUnd  he  fteered  towards^ 
the  north-weft,  and  on  the  i6th  faw  vaft  flocks  of  birds^r 
which  always  took  their  flight  to  the  Southward  when  evening 
eame  on.  This  appearance^  as  well  as  the  obfiunration  that  al¥ 
the  little  iilands,.  which  had  been  difcovcred,  were,  full  of  inha- 
bitants, made  it  probable,  that  there  was  a  continent,  or  at 
teaft  fome  larger  iilands  to  the  fouthward*  But  the  ficknets  of 
the  (hip's  crew  made  it  impoflible  for  them  to  purfue  their  difco*^ 
varies  in  that  diredion.  On  the  2rft  of  June  they  were  in  lati- 
tude 12  degrees  33  minutes  fouth,  longitude  167  degrees  47  mi- 
nutes weft,' and  next  moriring  difcovered  a  moft  dangerous  reef 
of  breakers,  at  the  diftance  of  a  kague.  Land  was  feen  a  little 
afterwards  from  the.  maft-head,  having  the  appearance  of  three 
iflands,  with  rocks  and  broken  ground  between  them.  Thei 
fouth-eaft  of  thefe  ifknds  is  about  three  leagues  in  length  be- 
tween the  extreme  points,  from  both  which  a  reef  xlins  outy 
upon  which  the  fea  breaks  to  a  tremendous  height.  The  iilands 
themfelves  had  a  more  fertile  and  beautiful  appearance  than  any 
before  difco^'CFed^  and,  like  the  reft>  fwarmed  with  people^ 

whofe 
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A.  D.  wIioHr  habitations  were  fccn  ftanding  in  claftcrs  all  along  ihi 
17^4*  coafti  which  is  unfortunately  fuiroundcd  in  fach  a  manner  by 
rocks  and  breakers,  that  it  cannot  be  approached  without  the 
ilioft  imminent  danger.  The  commodore,  therefore,  named 
tbefc  the  Iflands  of  Danger.  They  ly  m  latitude  lodlegreei 
15  minutes  fouth,  longitude  169  degrees  28  minutes  weft. 

He  fleered  fipom  thence  N.  W.  by  W.  and  on  the  14th  dif- 
covered  another  iflaiid  bearing  S;  S.  W.  diftant  abodt  feven  of 
^ight  leagues.  It  appeai-M,  upon  approiiching  nearer  to  it^  to 
be  low,  and  coTered  with  wood,  among  v^bich  wert  cocoa-nuf 
trees  in  great  abundance.  It  is  near  thirty  miles  in  circumfe- 
rence; a  di^adful  fea  bi'^aks  upon  almoft  every  part  of  the 
coafl,  where  no  anchorage  is  tb  be  foundl  Hitf  commodore 
fent  out  the  boats  with  orders  tb  land;  if  poflible,  and  procure 
forae  refrefliments  JFor  the  fick.  They  brought  off  about  200 
<!ocoa  nuts,  which,  to  pcrforis  affliftcd  with  the  fcurvy,  were  an 
ihcftimable  ti-cafiirc.  They  reported;  that  there  was  no  fign 
df  the  ifland^s  iHrer  being  inhabited.  They  found  thoiifands  o( 
fea*fowl  fitting  upon  their  nefts,  which  were  buift  in  high  trees ; 
and  thefe  birds  were  fo  tame,  thit  they  fuffcred  themfelves  to  be 
knocted  down,  without  taking  to  flight.  The  commodore  was 
at  firft  ihclined  to  believe  that  this  ifland  Was  the  fame  that  iii 
the  Neptune  Francois  is  called  Maluita,  and  laid  down  about  a 
degrcfe  to  the  eaft  ward  of  the  great  ifland  of  St.'  Elifabeth,  the 
pHncipal  of  the  Solomon^s  iflands  *,  blit,  being  afterwards  con- 
vinced of  the  ironttary,  he  called  it  the  Duke  of  iTork's  ifland. 

He  continued  his  courfc  till  the  29th,  in  the  track  of  Solo- 
mon's iflands,  but  found  ho  reafoh  to  believe  that  any  fucli  ex- 
ifted  in  the  Ctuation  afligned  them  by  the  French.  He  difco^ 
vcred,  however,  on  the  2d  of  July,  an  ifiknd  bearing  north, 
diftant  about  fix  leagues.  Next  mortiing  it  was  found  to  be  low 
and  flat;  of  a  delightful  appearance,  arid  full  of  wood,  among 
which  thecocoa-nut  tree  was  very  confpicuous.  It  is  extremely 
populous,  and  the  natives,  in  more  than  flxty  canoes,  put  oflF 
from  the  fhore  and  made  towards  the  fliip,  which  iay  by  to 
receive  them.  «  After  thefe  Indians,'*  fays  the  commodore 
<<  had  gazed  at  us  fomc  time,  one  of  them  fuddenly  jumped 
«♦  out  of  his  prba,  fwam  to  the  (hip,  and  ran  up  the  fide  like  a 

«  cat; 
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^  'cM.;  as  loon  as  he  had  ftepped  over  'the  gunwale,  he  fat  A.  D. 
•*  down  upon  it,  and  borft  into  a  violent  fit  of.  laughter,  then  1764* 
^  ftarted  np,  and  ran  all  aver  the  ihip,  attempting  to  fteal 
<<  whatever  he' could  lay  his  hands  ;upon,  but  without  fuccefs» 
«  for  being ftark  naked  it  was  impoflible  for  bimto  conceal  his 
<(  booty  for  a  moment.  Our  Teamen  put  on  him  a  jacket  and 
^  trowfiers,  which  produced  great  merriment,  for  he  had  all 
<<  the  geftures  of  a  monkey  newly  drefled ;  we  alfo  gave  him 
<<  bread,  which  he  eat  with  a  voracious  appetite,  and  after  ha- 
**  ving  played  a  thoufand  antic  tricks,  he  leaped  overboard,' 
^*  jacket  and  trowfer^  and  all,  and  fwam  back  to  his  proa. 
'<  After  this  feveral  others  fwam  to  the  ihip,  ran  up  the  fivle  to 
<<  the  gun-room  ports,  and  having  crept  in,  fiaatched  up  «wbat- 
<<  ever  lay  in  their  reach,  and  immediately  leaped  again  into  t^c 
<<  Tea,  and  fwam  away  at  a  great  irale,  though  ^fome  of  them^ 
<(  having  both  hands  full,  held  up  their  arm^  quite ^ont  of  the 
«<  water  to  prevent  their  plunder  from  being  fpoiled.  Thefe 
<<  people  are  tall,  well  proportiened  and  clesm  limbed.}  their 
<(  (kin  is  a  bright  copper  colour,  ^their  features  extremely  gpod, 
^  and  there  k  a  mixture  of  intrepidity  and  chearfuloefs  in  their 
«  countenances  that  is  very  driJ^ing.  They  had  long  black 
<<  hair,  which  fome  of  them  wore  tied  up  behind  in  a  great 
<'  bunch,  others  in  three  knots ;  fome  of  them  had  long  beards, 
«<  fome  only  whiikepsi  and  fomc  nothing  more  than  a  fmaU 
^^  tuft  at  the  point  of  the  chin«  They  were  all  of  them  ftark 
<<  naked,  except  their  ornaments,  which  confifted  of  fhells^ 
««  very  prettily  difpofed  and  ftrung  together,  and  were  wora 
<<  round  their  necks,  Avrifts,  and  waids.  One  of  thefe  men, 
««  who  appeared  to  be  a  perfon  of  fome  confequence,  had  a 
^<  ftring  of  human  teeth  about  his  waift,  which  was  probably  9 
«  trophy  of  his  military  courage,  for  he  would  not  part  wit b 
<<  i(  in  exchange  for  any  thing  ihat  I  could  oSt;r  him.  Some 
<(  of  them  were  unarmed,  but  others  had  one  of  the  moft 
.«(  dangerous  weapons  I  had  ever  feen.  It  was  a  kind  of  fpeai:^ 
t€  very  broad  at  the  end,  and  ftuck  full  of  ftark's  teeth,  which 
<«  are  as  (harp  as  a  lancet,  at  the  fides,  for  about  three  feet  of 
*^  its  length.  We  fliowed  them  fome  cocoa  nuts,  and  made 
**  figns  that  we  wanted  more  ;  but  inftead  of  giving  any  intir 
yox.  IV,  ifi  M  matioo 
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A.  D.  '<  mation  that  they  could  fupply  os,  they  en4eaToured  to  take 
1 764*  €t  jivay  thofe  we  had*^  The  commodore  fcnt  out  boats  to 
founds  and  they  reported  that  there  was  ground  at  the  depth 
of  thirty  fathom  within  two  cables  length  of  the  fliore  i  but  as 
the  bottom  was  coral  rocky  and  the  foundings  much  too  near 
the  breakers  for  a  (hip  to  lie  in  fafcty-)  he  was  obliged  tp  make 
fail,  without  procuring  any  refrefliments.  This  ifland,  to  which 
his  officers  gave  the  name  of  Byron's  liland,  lies  in  latitude 
I  degree  18  minutes  fouth,  longitude  173  degrees  46  mioiite* 
eaft.  Here  ended  the  difcoyeries  made  by  the  nplphin.  She 
afterwards  fliaped  her  courfe  for  the  iile  of  Tinian,'  which,  to 
her  great  regret  and  difappointment,  appeared  to  be  no  longer 
that  delightful  place  oiF  which  the  '^gant  author  of  Anfon'^ 
voyage  has  given  fo  luxuriant  a  defcription.  From  thence  Ih^ 
proceeded  to  Batavia^  and  haying  doubled  the  Cape  of  Gfood 
Hope,  proceeded  on  her  return  to  England.  She  came  to  an« 
chor  in  the  Downs  on  ttie  9th  of  May,  1 766,  having  been  juft 
nine  weeks  in  coming  from  the  Cape,  and  fomewhat'more  thaq 
two  and  twenty  months  upon  the  voyage  round  the  world. 

We  have  not  iatcrrupted  the  courfe  of  commodore  Byron!i 
difcoveries,  by  relating  the  tranfaAions  of  the  year  1 765,  which 
if  not  the  ultimate  caufe,  were  the  immediate  occaQon  of  thofd 
diitnrbances  that  gradually  proceeded  to  fuch  a  degree  of  vio- 
lence, as  required  the  mo(l  vigorous  exertions  of  the  naval 
fh-ength  of  this  kingdom.  The  parliament,  which  aflemble4 
towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  1764,  voted  16,000  men  to  be 
employed  in  the  fea  fcrvice  for  the  year  1765, 'including  4287 
marines ;  and  a  fum  not  exceeding  4 1.  fer  maii  per  month  for 
their  maintenance.  The  (hips  ftationed  in  the  Britifh  feai 
had  no  call  to  exert  their  aftiviiy  y  but  thofe  on  the  coaft  of 
America  were  employed  in  the  fame  fcrvice  which  had  been 
attended  with  fuch  bad  effcfts  the  preceding  year.  The  trade 
of  America  with  Great  Britain  had  incrcafcd,  during  the  laH 
years,  and  after  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  beyond  the  hopef 
and  fpeculations  of  the  moft  fanguine  politicians.  The  Ameri- 
cans bought  annually  to  the  amount  of  three  millions  of  Britiih 
commodities*  Their  trade,  however,  was  not  confined  to  the 
mother  country.  It  fv/clled  out  on  every  fidcj  and  having  fil- 
'       '  led 
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led  att  ks  propet  channels  to  the  brinij  overflowed,  with  a  rich  A.  P« 
abunchbice.  In  £hortt  the  contraband  trade  kept  pace  with  the  '7^4« 
regQlar»  and  was  its  mod  natural  cScEt.  Thisi  doubtlefs,  was 
an  evil  j  bat  being  connected  with  the  caufe  of  our  profperity, 
it  was  ^'eril  that  ought  to  have  been  treated  with  the  greateft 
delicacy  and  addreGi.  Unfonunateljr  for  the  interefts  of  tlie 
Briti(h  empire  on  both  Gdes  of  the  Atlantic,  a  gentleman  now 
prefided  in  the  treafurjt  who  had  beheld  with  peculiar  jealoufy  . 
the  increafe  of  tbiiB  contraband  trade.  Mr.  Grenville,  when 
firft  lord  of  the  admiralty,  and  not  ftriAIy  called  upon  in  his 
official  line,  had  prefented  a  very  ftrong  memorial  to  the  lords 
of  the  treafttry,  heUvily  complaining  of  the  growth  of  the  illi* 
cit  t^ade  in  America.  We  have  already  hinted  at  the  bad  con- 
lieqaences  arifing  from  the  attempt  to  put  an  entire  ftop  to  the 
commerce  between  the  Briti(h  and  Spani(h  colonies.  Thefe 
were  feen  and  acknowledged  even  by  adminiftration.  A  law 
was  made  therefore,  the  5th  of  April,  1 764,  which  rendered . 
legal,  in  fome  refpe^b,  the  intercourfe  between  the  diflPerent 
eftablifhments  in  the  new  world.  But  the  fame  law  loaded 
this  commerce  with  very  heavy  impoiitions,  and  ordered  the 
money  arifing  from  thefe  to  be  paid  in  fpecie,  into  the  Britifti 
exchequer.  While  it  was  thought  expedient  to  fit  out  armed 
cutters,  under  the  command  of  fea  officers,  to  prevent  fmug- 
gUng  in  the  Britifh  feas,  the  naval  commanders  on  the  coafts  of 
America  were  employed ^in  rendering  efifedlual  the  late  commer- 
cial regulations.  Thefe  gentlemen  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  be* 
come  acquainted  with  all  the  forms  which  this  buCnefs  required. 
They  were  unacquainted  with  the  cafes  in  which  (hips  were  H' 
aUe  to  penalties;  nor  did  they  better  underfland  thofe  cafes  in 
which  they  were  even  exempted  from  detention.  Hurried  on 
by  the  natural  violence  of  their  difpofitionF,  and  a£ling  with 
that  irregular  vivacity  and  contempt  of  formal  ruks,  which  they 
had  exerted  with  fuch  advantage  and  glory  in  defence  of  their 
country  a^inft  the  common  enemy,  they  ruined  the  interefts 
of  trade,  while  they  difappointed  the  expeAations  of  the  trea- 
fury.  The  commerce  between  Britiih  fubjeAs  was  the  firft  that 
fuffered,  notwithftanding  that  vaft  number  and  intricacy  of 
boods|  clearances^  cockets,  regifters,  isTc.  which  bad  been  e-^ 
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A.  D.  ftaUIlbed  to  proteft  it;  The  trade  Carried  on  between  ifab  Bri^ 
X764*  tt(h  aod  Spanifli  coloniesy  which  was  fo  extremely  adTantageoos 
to  the  foraiei^' was  nearly  annihiUted.   The  new-made  caftDoi-> 
houfe  officers  feiaed,  indifcriit]inateiy,  all  yeflels  carrying  on  that 
ttade,  whether  belonging  to  feltow-fubjeAs  or  foreigners^  which 
the  ordinary  cuflom-houfe  officers,  ftationed  on  them,  bad  aU 
ways  permitted  to  pais  unnoticed*    BeGdes  the  gener^  traffia 
between  the  EngliOiy  Frenchj  and  Spanifli  Americans^  there 
Was  a  particular  and  mod  advantageous  trade  carried  oo  be* 
tween  North  America  and  the  French  Weft  Indies.    It  confift* 
cd  chiefly  in  an  exchange  of  iiick  commodities  as  muft  other-^ 
Wift  have  remained  a  drug^^Jf  not  an  incumbrance,  on  the  hand» 
of  the  pofTciTors.     The  balance  was  paid  in  ijpecte  to  North. 
America,  which,  together  with  the  baknce  of  the   Spanifl> 
trade,  enabled  them  to  make  their  remittances  to  Great  Britain. 
This  intercourfe  between  North  America  and  the  French  Weft 
India  iflands,.  was  oonfidered  as  (o  neceflary  to  the  former,  that 
it  was  permitted  tebe  maintained  during  the  firft  years  of  the^ 
war ;  diredlys  by  means  of  flags  of  truce  ;<^  indire^y,  through, 
the  Dutch- and  Daniih  iflands;  and,  at  length,  through  the 
Spanifh  pert  of  Monte  Ghrifti  in  (he   ifland   of  Hifpaniohu 
When  the  Englifhi  towards  the  condufion  of  the  war,  bad  ob* 
tained  the  moft  diftinguifhed  advantages,  and  in  a  manner  laid- 
flege  to  all  the  French  Weft  India  iflands^  government  deter- 
mined to  put  a  ftop  to  this  intercourfe,. not  fo  much  in  the  light 
of  a  contraband   trade,    as  in  that  of  a  treafon^>le  praftice,. 
>/^ithout  which  it  would  be  impoflible  for  thefe  valuable  iflands 
to  hold  out  againft  our  attempts  to  reduce  them.     When  the 
war  concluded,  the  arguments  of  treafon-ceafed,  and  this  inter-* 
courfe  again  returned  to*  its  former  flouriihing  condition.    But, 
upon  the  eftabUfiiment  of  the  new  revenue  laws,  it  fonk  under 
the  fame  blow  which  deftroyed-  the  general^  commercial  inter*- 
courfe  of  the  new  worId.> 

Before  the  eftablifliiug  of  thefe  laws  produced ^y  confKler- 
able  tSeSt  in  Great  Britain^  it  was  attended  with  very  fatal  cofi- 
fequences  to  the  iituation  and  circumftances,  as  well  as  to  the 
temper  and  difpofition  of  the  c<^lonifts.  Immediately  on  a-ftop 
being  put  to  their  tradcj;  they  came  to  arefoiotioa  not  to  buj^. 
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arty  clotliirig  they  could  poffibly  live  without,  that  was  not  of  A.  IX 
their  own  nianufaAuring*  Not  having  the  ufual  returns  to  1 7^4^ 
make  to  Great  Britain  for  the  woollen  goods  which  they  ufually 
porchafed  from  her,  they  adopted  a  plan  of  retrenchment  die-* 
rated  by  neceffity,  and  gave  up  all  hopes  of  being  clothed  in  the 
£nery  of  their  mother  country.  The  refolution  taken  with  re- 
gard to  this  article  was  rendered  general*  by  a  vote  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  which  followed  the  law  impofing  new  duties  upon 
their  foreign  trade :  <<  That,,  towards  farther  defraying  the  ne* 
«<  oeflary  expences  of  prote£ling  the  colonies,  it  may  be  proper 
M  to  charge  certain  ftamp^duties  upon  them/'  When  this  de« 
termination  of  the  Britifli  legiflature  was  known  in  America, 
the  inhabitants  entered  into  afibciations,  not  only  to  abide  by 
their  former  refolution  taken  in  confequence  of  the  interruption 
of  their  trade  by  the  naval  cuftom-houfe  officers,  but  to  encourage 
as  much  as  poffible  ail  kinds  of  manufadure  within  themfelves. 
Thefe  meafures  were  defpifed  by  the  miniftry,  who  concluded 
that  becaufe  the  wool  of  the  colonies  is  not  fo  good  as  that  of 
Great  Britain,  it  would  be  impoffible  for  them  not  to  depend  up* 
on  her  for  that  article;  and  becaufe  the  other  commodities  whicl^ 
they  purcbafed  from  this  country  were  fuch  as  it  would  be  ex«^ 
tremely  inconvenient  for  them  to  want,  they  muft  be  foon  dif* 
gufted  with  an  agreement,  entered  into  in  a  moment  of  refent* 
inent,  which  mnft  be  suire  diftreffing  to  themfelves  than  injuria 
COS  to  the  mother  ciKintry.  But  the  firm  perievcrance  of  the 
colonies  in  adhering  to  the  principles  of  their  aflbciatt<Mi,  proved 
the  weakneis  of  this  reafoning.  They  were  ready  to  fubmit  tO' 
every  other  bardihip  rather  than  yield  to  what  they  deemed  an 
infringement  of  their  liberties^ 

In  confequence  of  thb  generaldi^fition  of  perfons  of  all  ranks^ 
in  thefe  colonies,  gteat  evik  began  to  be  felt,,  and  AM  greater 
to  be  apprehended.  .  A  temporary  interruption  of  commercial 
jAtercourie  betweenEnglandand  Anierica  immediately  took  place 
which  could  net  fail  to  be  extremely  prejudicial  to  the  former. 
The  numerous  body  employed  in  preparing,  buying,  or  tranC 
porting  goods  to  the  American  market,  were  deprived  of  em- 
ployment. While  individuals  were  reduced  to  beggary,  the 
scvcnue  fiiffcped  in  proportion  by  the  want  of  the  export  and 
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A«  D.  import  duties.  Yet  neither  thefe  evils,  nor  the  fear  of  tot^IIf 
1 765.  ilicnsting  America  from  the  interelb  of  Great  Britain,  deterred 
the  miniftry  from  paQing  that  law,  the  bare  faipicioo  bf  which 
had  occafioned  fuch  dilguft.  The  ftamp-a£t  criade  its  way^ 
through  both  houfe^i  add  received  the  royal  aiTent  by  cbouDir- 
iion^  the  aad  of  March,  1705. 

The  news  of  this  unfortunate  etent  firft  reached  the  pro- 
vince of  New  England,  which  of  all  the  Englifli  colonies  has 
ever  had  the  ftrongeft  bent  towards  republican  licentioufdels. 
The  fuUen  obftinacy  and  hatred  which  already  polTcfied  tbem^ 
were  converted,  by  this  ft^lh  inftance  of  what  their  leaders 
uught  them  to  deem  little  better  than  tjhranny,  into  the  moft  vio^ 
lent  fury,  which  every  Where  broke  ont  into  a&ion.    The  fliipo 
in  the  harbour  hotfted  their  colours  half-maft  high,  in  token  of 
the  deepeft  motiniing  -,  the  bells  rang  muffled }  the  popdace 
treated  the  aft  with  the  moft  licentious  contempt ;  many  of  the 
better  fort  gradually  mixed  In  thefe  tumults,  and  the  ai&aibljes 
hot  only  of  New  England  but  t>f  all  the  conOderaUc  provin- 
ces, which  had  by  this  time  caught  the  flame,  inftead  of  barely 
conniving  at  the  people's  ailerting  their  independence  by  tiunol- 
tuous  a£ts,  proceeded  to  avow  it  themfdves  in  the  moft  expreC- 
Cve  terms,  grounding  it  on  the  fame  argumenti  which  their 
friends  on  this  fide  the  water  had  already  uied  to  prove  it.  The 
hiftory  of  what  follows  b  that  of  the  di^ace  of  Great  Britain* 
The  miniftry,  whether  unwilling  oi:  unable  to  fupport  by  force  of 
arms  the  law  which  they  had  thought  proper  to  ena£t,  reCgned 
their  places.    Their  fucceflbrs  yielded  to  the  ftorm,  uiftead  of 
rcfifting  it^  while  rcfi  (lance  could  yet  be  effefinaL    They  ob- 
tained a  momentary  popularity  by  repealing  the  ftamp-ad,  which 
had  been  ib  oficnfive  to  the  colonies^  and  fo  hurtful  to  a  confi- 
derable  part  of  the  trading  intcreft  of  Great  Britain.    But  the 
faAiotts,  turbulent  fpirit  which  had  taken  pofleiBon  of  the  for* 
iner,  was  far  from  being  ctioUified  by  the  lenient  conccfiions  in 
their  favour,  and  the  great  confideration  (hewn  to  their  circum* 
fiances  by  their  legiflature.    The  miniftry,  whofe  debility  or 
moderation  had  tended  to  confirm  them  in  their  difregard  to  the 
authority  of  parliament,  did  not  long  continue  in  office.    But 
the  cfFefls  of  their  adminiftration  were  permanent.    The  colo* 
nifts  were  no  longer  fatisfied  in  committing  private  a£b  of  out- 
^  rage ; 
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fage;  tfaej  did  not  content  themfelves  with  (bowing  diircTpeA  A.  D. 
to  their  governors  sfnd  other  fervants  of  the  crown  |  but  open^  ^7^5* 
ly  iet  at  defiance  the  powdr  of  the  whole  legiflative  body.  Even 
the  a^mUy  of  New  Yorki  a  province  where  the  idea9  of  legal 
fubordinatton  had  been  long  and  firmly  eftablifhed,  voted  in 
dircA  oppofition  to  ^  aft  of  laft  fefiion  for  providing  the  troops 
^ith  neceflaries  in  their  quarters,  and  paffed  an  a^  of  aiTembly 
by  which  tbefe  provinces  were  regulated  in  a  mode  totally  in- 
confifteot  with  that  prefcribed  by  parliament. 

Adminiftration  combated  this  rebellious  ufurpation  of  power 
by  another  aA  of  the  legiflaturei  incapacitating  the  aiTemtjIy  of 
New  York  for  all  legal  fundus,  till  they  had  in  every  refpe£b 
f;omplied  with  the  ^ritifli  regulations  refpefling  the  troops.   At 
(he  fame  tii;fie  they  oppofed  the  licentious  fpirit  of  the  other 
provinces  by  new  reyeniie  Iaws»  which,  as  no  vigorous  means 
were  uied  to  enforce  them,  were  as  nugatory  as  the  for- 
mer.   The  Rockingham  adminiftration  repealed  the  ftamp*  1^66. 
aA,  but  aflerted  the  right  of  taxation;  their  fu(:ceflbrs  (the 
duke  of  Gfrafton  was  now  at  the  head  of  the  treafury)  excr« 
cifed  this  right,  by  laying  duties  on  the  importation  of  glafs,  1 767. 
paper,  and  fome  other  commodities,  into  the  colpnies.    The  of* 
ficer$  appointed  ^o  colleft  this  revenue  were  every  where  treat- 
ed like  criminah;  and  the  authority  of  Great  Britain  was  totally 
difi-egardeU.    Befides  the  tumultuous  riots  which  happened  in 
particular  parts,  the  temper  general  and  conduct  of  the  whole 
people  became  every  day  more  licentious.  That  republican  fpi- 
rit, which  is  as  incpnfiftent  with  the  genuine  principles  of  the 
Britiih  conftitution  as  it  is  agreeable  to  the  wi|d  do£^rines  and 
levelling  principles  in  which  the  inhabitants  of  Bof^on  had  been 
nurfed,  began  firft  openly  to  difplay  itfelf  in  that  capital.     Hal- 
ving adopted  refolutions  of  a  nature  the  moft  violent  and  fadi- 
ous,  the  aflembly  there  fent  a  circular  letter,  figned  by  the 
fpeaker,  the  tith  of  February,  1768,  to  all  the  other  a^m<-  1768. 
Uies  of  North  America.    In  this  they  expatiated  largely  on  the 
natural  rights  of  men,  and  the  tyranny  of  the  Britifh  Icgiflature, 
woid  they  fummoned  the  colonies  to  unite  in  one  common  caufe 
for  maintaining  their  privileges  inviolate.  This  letter  was  anfwer- 
ed  by  many  of  the  provinces  in  a  fipailar  tone  s  and  the  flame  of 
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A*  D.  rebellion  b^an  to  fpread  <»ver  the  whole  North  American  con- 

One  Tigorona  meafare  gaf?e  it  a  confiderable  check  in  the 
place  where  it  had  firft  broke  ont.   Two  regiments  were  order- 
ed from  Ireland  to  fupport  (he  authorit  j  of  parliament  over  the 
inhabitanu  of  fiofton,  and  fereral  detachments  from  different 
parts  of  the  continent  rendezvouled  at  Halifax  for  the  fame 
parpofc.    Upon  the  firft  nimour-of  thefe  movements,  the  Bo<^ 
tonians  were  as  much  alarmed  as  if  they  had  been  on  the  point 
of  fuficring  all  the  horrors  of  invafion  from  a  cruel  foreign 
enemy.  The  afTembly,  or  convention,  which  on  many  occafiom 
had  treated  not  only  their  governor,  but  even  the  parliament  of 
Great  Briuin  with  the  moft  indecent  afperity  of  expreffion, 
drew  up  a  memorial  in  terms  of  great  moderation,  disclaiming 
all  pretence  to  any  authority  whatever,  and  advifing  and  recom- 
mending it  to  the  people  to  pay  the  greateft  deference  to  go- 
vernment, and  to  wait  with  patience  the  refult  of  his  majefty's 
wtfdom  and  clemency  for  a  redrefs  of  their  grievances.     If 
the  moft  unhappy  infatuation  bad  not  prevailed  over  the  coun- 
cils of  Great  Britain,  the  fudden  change  produced  by  this  ap- 
pearance of  vigour  might  have  opened  the  eyes  of  adminiftra- 
iion,  and  taught  them  that  coercive  raeafures  alone  could  reduce 
ahe  Americans  to  a  fcnfe  of  their  duty.    But  inftcad  of  puihiog 
the  advantage  which  they  had  obtained,  in  order  to  deftroy  the 
very  feeds  of  rebellion,  the  £rft  deceitful  appearance  of  tran- 
quillity made  them  relax  their  feverity ;  the  Americans  had  time 
to  recoIle£t  themfelves  and  to  recover  from  their  panic ;  and  the 
important  moment  was  again  loft  of  eftablifliing,  without  great 
effufion  of  blood,  the  fovereignty  of  parliament  over  the  whole 
Britifh  empire. 

While  fo  little  attention  was  beftowod  on  prcfcrving  the  do- 
minions of  which  we  were  alt^eady  in  pofiefiion,  continual  ef- 
forts were  made  for  extending  the  limits  of  our  territories  by 
frcfti  difcovcrics.  In  Auguft,  1766,  the  Dolphin,  in  which 
commodore  Byron  had  circumnavigated  the  world,  was  again 
fcnt  out  under  the  command  of  captain  Wallis,  with  the  Swal- 
low, commanded  by  captain  Carteret.  They  proceeded  togc- 
|(her  to  the  wc(^  end  of  the  3trei^hts  of  Magellan,  and  fepara? 
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ted  in  the  great  fouthcm  ocean.  Captain  Wallis  direfted  his  A.  D. 
cx^arfe  more  weftcrly  than  any  navigator  before  him  had  done  1 7^8» 
in  fo  high  a  latitude  i  but  he  met  with  no  land  till  be  came 
vithin  the  tropic^  where  he  difcovered  the  iflands,  Whitfunday ; 
Queen  Charlotte;  Egmontj  Duke  of  Olouccftcr;  Duke  of 
Cumberland ;  Mattea ;  Otstheite ;  Simeo ;  Tapanamou ;  Howe  ; 
Scilly;  Bofcawen ;  Kcppcl,  and  Wallis;  and  returned  to  England 
ifl  Mayi  1768.  Captain  Carteret  kept  a  different  route*  in 
which  he  difcovered  the  iflands)  Ofilaburgh ;  Gloucefter ;  Queen 
Charlotte ;  Carteret ;  Cower  j  and  the  iitreight  between  New 
Britain  and  New  Ireland;  and  returned  in  Marchi  17691 

Captain  WalHd  having  cleared  the  Streights  of  Magelhn  the 
1 2th  of  Apriii  1 767,  proceeded  we(Vward,  but  did  not  fall  in 
vfith  any  undifcovered  land  till  the  6th  of  June.  A  few  days 
before  the  faiiors  had  obferved  feveral  gannets,  which  9  with  the  . 
uncertainty  of  the  weather,  inclined  them  to  believe  that  land 
was  not  far  difladt.  This  belief  was  confirmed  by  their  feeing 
a  great  many  birds  on  the  5th ;  and  the  day  after,  being  in  h^ 
titnde  19  degrees  foutb,  and  longitude  137  weft,  they  faw 
plainly  from  the  deck  a  low  ifland,  at  about  five  or  fix  leagues 
diftance.  When  they  were  within  a  few  miles  of  this  ifland 
they  law  another,  bearing  north-weft  by  weft.  The  captaia 
fent  his  boats  manned  and  armed  to  the  fhore  of  the  former, 
which  returned  in  a  few  hours,  bringing  with  them  feverd 
cocoa  nnts  and  a  confiderable  quantity  of  fcurvy  grafs.  The 
crews  reported,  that  they  had  feen  none  of  the  inhabitants,  but* 
bad  vifited  feveral  hues,  or  rather  iheds,  confifting  only  of  a 
roof,  neatly  thatched  with  cocoa-nut  and  palm  leaves,  fupport^ 
ed  upon  poftsj  and  open  all  around.  They  had  found  no  an- 
chorage, and  the  furf  was  fo  high  that  it  was  with  difficulty 
they  had  got  on  fliore,  the  whole  ifland  being  furrouaded  with 
a  reef  of  rocks,  which  rendered  it  extrem'ely  difficult  of  accefs. 
The  captain,  thereforej  finding  it  anfwcred  no  purpofe  to  con* 
tinue  longer  at  this  ifland,  which,  being  difcovered  on  Whrtfun- 
eve,  he  called  Whitfun-ifland,  ftood  away  for  the  other,  diftant 
about  four  leagues.  When  the  {hip  came  under  the  lee  of 
the  latter,  the  boats  were  immediately  difpatched,  but  could 
find  no  foundings  till  within  half  a  cable's  length  of  the  fliore. 
-Vol.  IV.  Mm  Thfj  . 
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A.  D.  They*  landed,  however^  and  found,  the  ifland  fandy  and  lentil,. 

1268.  full  of  trees,  but  without  underwood,  and  abounding  with  fcur- 
▼y  grafs,  and  wells  o£  excellent  water.     As  the  boats  approach- 
ed the  fhore,'  the  Indians  thronged  down  towards  the  beach » 
and  put  tbemfelves  upon  their  defence  with  long  pikes,;  as  if  to 
difpute  the  landing.     The  boats  crew  then  lay  upon  their  oars» 
aud  made  figns  of  friendfhlp,  (hewing  at  the  fame  time  Tcveral 
•  ftrings  of  beads,  ribbands,  knives,  and  other  trinkets.     The 
Indians  ftill  made  iigns  for  them  to  depart,  but  at  the  fame 
time  eyed  the  trinkets  with  fuch  a  wiihful  curiofity,  as  left  rooa:i> 
to  expert  that  it  might  be  poflible  to  eftablifli  an  intercourlew 
This,  however,  was  not  effcAcd,  but  the  boats  landed^  and 
the  ihip  was  fupplicd  with  water  and  other  neccfiary  refrefh-- 
racnts.     Captain  Wallis  took  poiTeflion  of  the  ifland  in  the 
name  of  Georgp  the  Third,  and  named  it  Charlotte^  Ifland  in 
honour  of  her  majefly.     It  is  about  fix  miles  long,  and  one 
broad^  and  lies  in  latitude  1 9  degrees  1 8  minutes  foutb,  longi^ 
tude  133  degrees  4  minutes  weft.     The  fame  day  that  they  left 
this  place  they  difcovered  another  ifland,  bearing  eaft  by  norths 
diftant  fifteen  miles.     Here  the  fea  breaks  over  a  reef  of  rock^ 
running  from  eaft  to  weft,.and  forms  itielf  into  a  lagoon  in  the 
middle  of  the  ifland,  which  is  low,,  covered  with  trees,  but 
without,  ^uy  huts  or  inhabitants.     The  Indians  belonging  to 
€harlotte  Ifland  had  fled  thither  in  their  canoes  when  the  Eng- 
Kfli  landed  on  their  coaft ;  and  feeing  their  enemies,  as  they 
imaginedi  purfuing  them  to- this  place,  they  left  their  women 
and  children  on  the  beach^  and  advanced  with  pikes  and  fire- 
brands, making  a  great  noife,  and  dancing  in  a  flrange  manner. 
The  foil  of  this  ifland  was  fandy,.  there  is  no  verdure  imder  the 
ti;eeS)  the  flK>re  every  where  rocky,  and  no  anchorage.    The 
captain  therefore  left  a  place  where  t4iere  was  no  profpefi  of 
obtaining  any  refrefliment,.  having  firfl  named  it  Egmont  Ifland 
19  honour  of  the  firfl  lord  of  the  admiralty*     It  lies  in'laiitade 
19  degrees  20  minutes  fouth,  lengittide  138  degrees  30  minutes- 
weft. 

On  the  nth  of  June,  about  mid-day,  they  faw  an  ifland,. 
bearing  weft  fouth-weft,  and  flood  for  it.  At  four  in  the  af. 
eeiiioon  the^  were  within  a  quarter  of  a.  mile  of  the  flxore,  but 
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cduld  find  no  foundings,  the  ifland  being  furrounded  by  roclcs,  A.  D. 
on  which  the  fea  breaks  very  high.  As  to  appearance,  foil,  and  '  7^^-' 
inhabitants,  it  differed  little  from  the  iflands  which  they  had 
juft  left.  The  captain  named  it  Gloucefter  Ifland,  in  honour  of 
his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  that  name.  It  lies  in  latitude 
19  degrees  11  minutes  fouth,  longitude  i40  degrees  4  minutes 
weft. 

In  failing  weftward  the  captain  drfeovcred  two  other  fmaH 
iflands,.  the  firft  of  which  "he  named  after  the  duke  of  Cumber- 
land, and  the  fecond  after  Prince  William  Henry.  Thefc,  how- 
ever, had  nothing  to  recommend  them  above  thofe  already  men- 
tioned ;  fo  that  he  continued  to  proceed  weftward,  in  hopes  ot 
finding  higher  land,  where  the  ihip  might  come  to  an  anchor^ 
and  fuch  refrefiiments  as  they  flood  in  need  of  be  procured. 
On  the  1 7th  he  difcovcrcd  high  land,  with  frequent  6res,  whicli ' 
proved  it  to  be  inhabited.  This  alfo  was  an  ifland,  nearly  cir- 
cnlar,  about  two  miles  in  diameter.  There  was  no  anchorage 
to  be  found,  but  the  inhabitants  appeared  more  numerous  than 
the  fmallnefs  of  the  place  could  fupport,  M'hich  gave  hopes  that 
there  were  lands  of  greater  extent  not  far  diftant^^  which  might 
be  lefs  difncult  of  acccfs.  The  captain  having  named  thisifland, 
which  lies  in  latitude  17  degrees  51  minutes  fouth,  longitude 
147  degrees  30/ minutes  weft,  Ofnaburgh,  in  honour  of  PriTK:c 
Frederick,  bore  away  to  the  fouth-wcft ;  and  the  fame  day  difco*. 
vered  very  high  land  in  the  weft- fouth«weft.  This  was  tbe  fa- 
mous ifland  of  O-Taheite,  which  captain  Wallis  named  King 
George  the  Third's  Ifland.  It  confifts  of  twa  principal  divi- 
fions,  which  are  united  by  a  narrow  neck  of  land.  The  cir- 
cumference of  both  is  about  forty  leagues,  lying  in  latitude  17 
degrees  46  minutes  fouth,  and  longitude  149  degrees  13  minutes 
weft.  The  Dolphin  happened  to  approach  this  coaft  the  i8th 
of  June,  during  a  thick  fog ;  and  the  crew  were  much  furprifed, 
when  it  cleared  away,  to  find  tbemfeivesin  the  middle  of  fome 
hundreds  of -canoes.  The  Indian^,  who  aflembled  to  the  num« 
bcr  of  many  thoufands,  behaved  at  firft  in  a  friendly  manner; 
one  of  them  holding  up  a  branch  of  the  plantain  tree  as  a  token 
of  peace.  But  afterwards  having  furrounded  the  fhip  with  a 
ifll^mbcr  of  <;anoes  loaded  with  ftones,  they  began,  gn  a  fign4l 
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A«  D.  giToOi  to  ihrow  them  vitb  great  violence,  which  obl^cd  th« 
>  768.  captain  to  order  fome  guns  to  be  fired.  The  terror  of  the  fire* 
arms  foon  m.ade  thesn  deGft  from  hoftiHties ;  and  an  intcrcourfe 
was  eftabliflted  by  which  the  £ngliih  procured  hogs,  fowls, 
bread,  firuit,  apples,  bananas  and  cocoa  outs,  in  exchange  for 
nails^  hatche(s  and  various  trinkets,  which  the  Indians  held  is^ 
great  value.  The  Dolphin  lay  off  this  iiland  from  the  24th  of 
June  to  the  a  7th  of  July  ;  during  which  the  English  ezau^iaed 
the  interior  parts  as  well  as  the  coafl,  which  they  found  to  be 
luxuriantly  fertile  and  extremely  populous.  The  inhabitaats  are 
well  lodged,  and  clothed  with  a  ftufF  made  of  the  macera^ted 
fibres  of  a.flirubVhich  grows  in  great  abundance  in  their  coun* 
try.  They  are  of  the  ordinary  European  fize,  a  tawny  com. 
plexion^  the  men  well  made,  and  the  women  handibmc.  Cap^ 
tain  Wallis  could  not  difcover  what  were  their  religious  feBCi-? 
mentSf  or  whether  they  entertained  any  ideas  of  fuperior  and 
iuvifible  powers.  But  having  become  fomcwhat  acquainted  with 
them,  he  found  them  not  only  juft  in  their  dealings,  but  geoc* 
rous  and  humane  \  a^qd  fo  extremely  fufceptihle  ot  attachment, 
that  feveral  of  them,  efpecially  the  queen  of  the  ifland,  were 
exceedingly  afflided  M^hen  their  viiitants  were  obliged  to  de^ 
prt. 

Afte^  leaving  this  ifland,  which  has  been  examined  with  morp 
attention  in  later  voyages,  the  captain  ftecred  his  courfc  for  Ti- 
*  ntan.  |n  his  way  thither  he  fcU  in  with  feveral  fa^ll  illandst 
^one  of  which  afforded  good  ^nchorag^.  The  principal  of 
them  is  Bofcawen'^  Ifland,  lying  in  latitude  15  degrees  50  mi- 
fiXitcs  fouth,  longitude  175  degrees  weft;  Keppcl's  Ifle,  iu  lati- 
'  tude  15  degrees  55  minutes  fouth,  longitude  175  degrees  3  mi- 
imtcs  weft;  ^nd  WalHs's  Ifle,  in  latitude  13  degrees  i 8  minutes 
fouth,  longitude  177  degrees  weft.  The  boats,  in  examining 
the  Jaft,  found  that  in  two  or  three  places  there  is  anchorage 
in  eighteen,  fou^een,  and  twelve  fathom,  upon  fand  and  coral, 
>^ithout  a  reef  of  rocks  which  funro^ndcd  the  ifland.  There  is 
ajfb  a  breach  in  this  reef,  about  fixty  fathom  broad ;  and  a  (hip, 
a  prciTcd  with  necefljty,  might  anchor  here  in  ei{^ht  fathom, 
but  it  is  not  fafe  to  moor  with  a  greater  length  than  half  a  ca* 
bk.    The  plans  of  all  thefe  iflands  were  delivered  by  the  cap« 
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tvn  on  bU  return  into  the  hands  of  the  admiralty,  with  dieir  A.  iX 
longUudes  and  htitudet  fo  accurately  laid  down^  that  fuccceding  1 76^ . 
navigators  had  no  difficulty  in  finding  them. 

Captain  Carteret,  as  we  have  already  mentioned,  feparated 
from  his  companion  after  paffing  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  and 
Acered  a  coyrfe  confidcraUy  nearer  to  the  equator.  On  the 
26ih  of  July,  1767,  being  in  latitude  10  degrees  foutb,  longU 
tude  167  degrees  weft,  be  was  in  hopes  of  falling  in  with  fomc 
of  the  iflands  called  Solomon's  lilands,  this  being  the  latitude 
in  which  the  fouthermofl  of  them  is  laid  down.  What  increafed 
this  expcAation  was  the  feeing  a  number  of  fiea  birds,  which 
often  hovered  about  the  Ihip  *,  hut  the  captain  was  not  fo^fortu» 
nate  a$  to  meet  with  any  land  y  and  as  he  failed  over  the  fouth- 
e^n  limits  of  that  part  of  the  ocean  in  which  Solomon's  Illanda 
are  faid  to  lie,  and  commodore  Byron,  in  the  voyage  formerly 
deicribed,  had  traverfed  the  northern  without  finding  tbema 
there  is  reafon  to  conclude,  that,  if  there  be  any  fuch  iflands,, 
their  fituation  Iq  all  our  charts  is  erroneouily  laid  down* 

Captain  Carteret  continued  his  voyage  nearly  in  the  faflie 
parallel,  towards  the  wed ;  but  did  not  difcover  land  till  the 
1 2tb  of  Auguft,  when  he  fell  in  with  a  cl^fter  of  iflaQd%  of 
which  he  counted  feven.  Having  anchored  at  about  three  cables 
length  from  the  (bore,  he  foon  obferved  fome  of  the  natives, 
who  were  black,^  with  woolly  heads,  and  ftark  naked*  A  boat 
was  difp^tched  in  fearch  of  a  watering  place,  at  which  the  na- 
tives difappeared  ^  and  the  boat  returned  with  an  account  that 
there  was  a  fine  run  of  frefh  water  abreaft  of  the  (hip,  and  clofc 
to  the  beach,  but  that  the  whole  country  in  that  part  being  ^« 
moft  an  impenetrable  foreft,  the  watering  would  be  very  dan-^ 
gerous  if  the  natives  ihould  endeavour  to  prevent  it ;  tliat  there 
were  no  efculent  vegetables  for  the  refrefhment  of  the  ficlf,  nor 
any  habitations  iis  far  as  the  country  had  been  examined,  which 
was  wild,  forefty  and  mountainous.  The  captain,  therefore^ 
tried  fome  other  places,,  where  the  failora  faw  bogi,  p6ultry, 
cpcoa-nut  trees,  plantuns,  bananas,  and  a  great  variety  of  other 
vegetable  produ£kions»  as  they  failed  along  the  fbore.  Unfor* 
tunately^  however,  aa  unhappy  difpute  aroie  between  the  boatV 
(few  s^.  tfi^  lativcsi  who  defosi^  themfelTcs  bravdy  with 
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A.  D.  bows  and  arrows,  which  they  fired  in  regular  platoons.  This 
1768.  prevented  all  friendly  intercourfe ;  and  the  fhip's  company  were 
fo  much  weakened  hf  difeafe,  that  they  could  not  hope  to  ob- 
tain what  they  wanted  by  force.  The  captain  gave  the  general 
name  of  Queen  Charlotte  Iflands  to  the  whole  clafter,  and  af-> 
iign^d  particular  names  to  the  mod  remarkable.  That  which 
he  called  Honv/s  lies  in  latitude  11  degrees  10  minutes  fbuth, 
longitude  164  degrees  43  minutes  ea{l.  Egmont  Ifland  lies  in 
latitude  10  degrees  40  ipinutes  fouth,  longitude  164  degrees 
49  mmutes  eaft.  The  eaft  fides  of  thefe  two  iflands  which  lie 
cxa£lly  in  a  line  with  each  other,  including  the  pafTage  between 
them  of  four  miles,  extend  about  eleven  leagues  ;  both  of  them 
appear  to  be  fertile,  and  afford  a  very  agreeable  profpeft,  being 
covered  with  tall  trees  of  a  beautiful  verdure.  Lord  Howe's 
Ifland,  though  more  flat  and  even  than  the  other,  is  notwith* 
ikfnding  high  land.  At  the  diflance  of  about  thirteen  leagues 
fnom  the  north-eaft  point  of  Egmont  Ifland  is  another*  of  a 
Aupendous  height,  and  a  conical  figure,  the  top  of  which  is 
fhaped  like  a  funnel,  eq:)itting  fmoke,  though  no  flame. 
This  he  called  Volcano  Ifland.  To  a  low  flat  land,  which, 
when  Howe  and  Egmont  iflands  were  right  a-head,  bore 
north- wcfl,  he  gave  the  name  of  Kcppel's  Ifland.  It  lies  in 
latitude  10  degrees  15  minutes  fouth«  longitude  165  degrees 
4  minutes  eafl.  The  hrgcft  of  two  others  to  the  fouth-eafl  he 
called  Lord  Edgecumb's  Ifland,  the  fmall  one  Perry's  Ifland  ; 
the  other  iflands,  of  which  there  are  feveral,  he  did  not  parti- 
cularly name. 

As  all  hopes  of  obtaining  refrcflimcnt  in  thofe  parts  were  at 
an  end,  and  the  fliip  was  not  in  a  condition  of  purfuTng  her 
voyage  to  the  fonthward,  the  captam  gave  orders  to  fleer  north » 
hoping  to  refrcfli  at  the  country  which  Dampicr  has  named 
Neva  Britannia  Accordingly  he  failed  from  Egmont  Ifland 
the  1 8th  of  Auguft,  with  a  frefli  trade  wind ;  and  on  the  20th 
difcovered  a  flat  low  land,  in  latitude  7  degrees  56  minutes 
fduth,  longitude  158  degrees  56  minutes  eafl,  which  he  called 
Gower^s  Ifland.  Here,  to  the  great  mortification  of  all  on 
board,  no  anchorage  could  be  found,  but  fomc  cocoa-nuts  were 
psrchaf^d  fr9m  the  natives,  who  a|)proached  the  fliip  in  theip 
*  canoe^ 
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cMdes*  They  were  in  eveiy  refped^  the  fame  ibrt  of  people  A.  IX. 
that  had  been  met  with  in  the  neighbouring  places.  The  night  17^*^ 
iiras  exceedingly  dark,  and  bj  day-break  a  current  had  fet  the 
ihip  confiderably  to  the  fouthward  of  the  ifland,  and  in  fight 
of  two  others,  fituated  nearly  eaft  and  weft  of  each  other. 
That  to  the  eaft  is  much  the  fmalleft,  and  was  named  Simpfon*^ 
ifland.  The  other  is  lofty,  has  a  fiately  appearance,  lies  i»  la- 
titude  8  degrees  26  minutes  fouth,  longitude  159  degrees  14  mi- 
nates  eafty  and  its  length  from  eaft  to  weft  is  above  fix  leagues 
It  was  named  by  the  officers  Carterct^s  Ifland,  in  honour  of  their 
commander.  A  boat  was  fent  on  fliorc,  which  the  natives  en- 
deavoured to  cut  oft*,  and  hoftilities  having  thus  commenced^ 
the  Englifli  feized  their  canoe,  in  which  they  found  an  hundred 
cocoa  nuts.  The  canoe  was  large  enough  to  carry  eight  or  ten 
men,  neatly  built,  adorned  with  fliell-work  and  figures  rudely 
painted.  The  people  were  armed  with  bows  and  arrows,  and 
fpears  pointed  with  flints.  By  fome  figns  which  they  made,  ic 
appeared  that  they  were  not  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  ufc 
of  fire-arms.  Like  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  iflands 
they  were  quite  naked,  and  equally  dexterQus  at  fwimming  and 
managing  their  canoes.  In  the  following  days  the  fliip  found 
xu>  foundings  at  the  fmall  iflands  which  ftke  fell  in  with,  and 
ivhich  the  captain  fuppofes  to  be  thofc  called  Ohang  Java>  dif- 
covered  by  Tafman.  They  are  nine  in  number,  and  to  the 
north  lie  two  others  which  are  mentioned  by  no  preceding  na- 
vigator, and  which  the  captain  named  Sir  Charles  Hardy  and 
'Winchelfea  Iflands.  The  former  lies  in  latitude  40  degrees  50 
minutes  fouth,  longitude  154  degrees  eaft  5  the  latter  is  diftaut^ 
about  ten  leagues,  in  the  direction  of  fouth  by  eaft. 

On  the  26th  of  Auguft  they  faw  another  large  ifland  to  the 
northward,  which  was  fuppofed  to  be  St.  John's  ifland,  difco-, 
Tcred  by  Schouten,  apd  foon  after  they  faw  high  land  to  the 
weftward,  which  proved  to  be  Nova  Britannia.  The  next  day 
SI  northweftcrly  current  fent  them  into  a  deep  bay  or  gulf, 
which  has  been  diftinguiftied  by  .Dampier  by  the  name  of  St. 
George's  bay.  From  this  place  they  failed  to  a  little  cove  at 
feveral  miles  diftance,  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  Englijk 
Cave»    Here  they  found  wood  and  water  ia  great  plenty,  alfo 
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A.  D.  rock  oilers  and  cockles  of  a  very  large  Cze.    Higher  oit  tbe 
^169.  Ihore  ihcf  procured  cocoa  nuts,  aad  the  upper  part  of  the  tree 
that  bears  theoii  which  is.called  the  cabbage.     This  cabbage  is 
m  white,  crifp,  juicjr  fubflancc)  which,  ufed  raw,  tafles  fame** 
what  like  a  chefnut,  but,   when  boiled,  is  fuperior  to  the  bcfi 
parfiitp*    For  each  of  thcfe  cabbages  they  were  obliged  to  cttt 
down  a  tree,  bj  which  means  they   deftroyed,  m  the  parent 
ftock,  a  great  deal  of  cocoas,   which  are   the  moft  powerful 
antifcorbutic  in  the  world.     The  (hip's  company,  who  were  ex. 
rremely  afflifled  with  the  diforder,  recovered  fafl,  and  had  an 
opportunity  of  examining  the  neighbourhood,  where  the  coun«- 
try  is  high  and  mountainous,  but  covered  with  trees  of  tarioua 
Junds,  fome  of  which  are  of  an  enormous  growth,  and  probably 
would  be  ufcful  for  many  purpofes.     Among  others  they  found 
the  nutmeg  tree  in  great   plenty,  though  the  nuts  were   not 
then  ripe,  and  appeared  not  to  be  of  the  beft  kind,  owing 
perhaps  to  their  growing  wild,  and   being  overOiadowed    by 
taller  trees*    The  different  kinds  of  palm,  with  the  beetle  nut 
tree,  various  fpecies  of  the  aloe,  canes,  bamboos,  and  rattans, 
grow  with  wild  luxuriance.     The  woods  abound  with  pigeons^ 
doves,  rooks,  parrots,  and   a  large  bird  with  black  plumaget 
that  makes  a  noifc  fome  what  like  the  barking  of  a  dog.    The 
people  fent  out  to  examine  the  country  fell  in  with  feveral  habi« 
tations  of  the  natives,  which  appeared  by  the  (hells  that  were 
fcattered  about  them,  and  the  fires  half  con fumed^  tohavebeeti 
bat  very  lately  dcfertcd.    From  the  meannefs  of  thefe  hovels^  it 
appeared  that  the  inhabitants  ftood  low  even  in  the  fcale  of  fa» 
vage  life. 

Ertglijb  Cove  lies  a  few  miles  from  Wallis  liland,  which  is  dU 
ftant  about  three  leagues  from  Cape  St.  George,  the  latitude  of 
which  is  5  degrees  fouth,  and  its  longitude  152  degrees  19  mi« 
nutes  eaft,  about  two  thoufand  five  hundred  leagues  doe  weft 
from  the  continent  of  America.  The  captain  weighed  anchor 
the  7th  of  September,  having  taken  pofieffion  of  this  country, 
with  all  its  iflands,  b»ys,  ports,  and  harbours,  for  his  majeftj 
King  George  the  Third.  This  was  performed  by  nailing  upoa 
a  high  tree  a  piece  of  board,  faced  with  lead>  on  which  was  en* 
graved  the  EngUQi  union  flag)  with  the  name  of  the  fliip  and 
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Iter  comtnattdcr^  the  name  of  the  Core,  and  the  time  of  her  A*.  D. 
xoming  in  and  failing  out  of  it.  A  boat  bad  been  fenc  out  fe-  1768. 
Tcral  times  to  examine  the  harbours  of  the  coaft,  and  from  one 
«>f  tbefe  expeditions  returned  with  a  load  of  cocoa-not8»  which 
{he  procured  in  a  fine  fmall  harbour  aboiit  four  leagues  weil* 
north-weft  from  Ehglifli  Cove.  Of  this  harbour  the  captain 
^received  fo  agreeable  accounts  that  he  thought  proper  to  rifit  it, 
and  fonnd  that  it  was  formed  bjr  two  iflands  and  the  main. 
The  iargeft,  which  is  to  the  horth*weft,  he  called  Cocoa-rtui 
Jflandy  and  the  fmaller,  which  is  to  the  fouth-eaft,  he  called 
Xicigh's  Ifland.  His  officers  named  the  harbodr  in  honour  of 
their  captain  5  it  is  by  far  the  bcft  ftation  they  had  fallen  in  with 
dtiring  their  long  run  from  the  Streights  of  Magellan.  The  cap- 
tain would  have  continued  here  a  fufficient  time  bo  give  his  peo^ 
pie  all  the  refrefhmetits  they  wanted^  if  the  lives  of  all  on  boards 
in  their  prefcnt  unhealthy  condition,  the  (quantity  of  fliip*s  pro- 
vifrons,  and  the  fhattered  ftate  of  the  veflcl,  had  not  depended 
iipon  their  gening  to  Batavia  while  the  monfoon  continued  to 
blow  from  the  eaftward^ 

He  weighed  anchor  the  pthj  btit  ^as  again  driven  by  winds 
and  currents  into  St.  George's  bay,  which,  contrary  to  what 
Tiad  been  fuppofed,  he  found  inftead  of  a  bay  to  be  a  channel 
between  tVrd  iflands^  This  channel  he  found  to  be  divided  by 
91  pretty  large  ifland^  which  he  named  in  honour  Of  the  duke  of 
York,  and  fevcral  fmall  ones  lying  fcattered  around  it.  The 
land  of  the  Duke  of  York's  Ifland  lies  level,  and  has  a  delight- 
ful appearance  \  the  center  is  cbvci'ed  with  lofty  woods,  and 
hear  the  fhorc  are  the  houfes  of  the  natives,  extremely  nume*^ 
tons,  built  among  groves  of  cocoa-nut  trees,  the  whole  forming 
a  profpe^l  the  mod  beautiful  and  romantic  that  can  be  imngined. 
The  largcft  of  the  two  iflands  that  are  divided  by  the  channel 
or  ftreight,  which  is  about  eight  leagues  broad,  the  captain  left, 
in  poflcffion  of  its  ancient  name  of  New  Britain.  It  lies  on  the 
footh  fide,  and  there  is  upon  it  fome  high  land,  and  three  re- 
markable hills  clofe  to  each  other,  which  he  called  the  Mother 
and  Daughters.  To  the  northern  ifland  he  gave  the  name  of 
New  Ireland,  and  to  the  ftreight  that  of  St.  George's  Channel. 
Continuing  to  ftccr  along  the  co.aft  of  New  Ireland,  he  difco- 
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A.  D.  vercd  a  large  iflandy  with  a'pleafant  appearance,  Tcry  populous 
1 768.  which  he  named  in  honour  of  the  Earl  of  Sandwich.  It  lies 
in  latitude  a  degrees  53  minutes  foutb,  longitude  149  degrees 
17  minutes  eaQ.  Alt  the  time  the  (hip  lay  off  this  ifland  there 
Vfzs  an  incelfant  noife  like  the  beating  of  a  drum  ;  and  ten  ca» 
noes  put  off  from  New  Ireknd,  with  about  an  hundred  and 
fifty  men  on  board.  The  people  are  black  and  woolly  headed^ 
but  have  not  the  flat  nofes  and  thick  lips  of  the  Africans,  None 
•f  them-  would  come  on  board,  but  conveyed  fuch  trifles  as  they 
exchanged  for  the  nails  and  iron  offered  them  by  the  EngUik^ 
ttpon  the  end  of  a  long  (tick.  The  canoes  were  long,  narrow^ 
and  neatly  made :  one  of  them  could  not  be  lefs  than  ninety 
feet  J  formed,  however,  of  a  Cngle  tree,  rowed  by  three  and 
thirty  men,  and  without  any  appearance  of  fails.  Thefe  ne- 
groes, though  ftark  naked,  except  a  few  ornaments  of  fheils 
upon  their  arms  and  lcg3,  had  theix  heads  and  beards  abundant- 
ly covered  with  white  powder.. 

The  weftern  extremity  of  New  Ireland  the  captain  named 
Cape  Byron.  It  lies  in  latitude  2  degrees  30  minutes  fouthi 
'  longitude  149  degrees  2  minutes  ead.  Over  againfl  the  coaft  of 
New  Ireland,  to  the  weiiward  of  Cape  Byron,  lies  a  fine  large 
kland,  covered  with  tpces,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  New 
Hanover.  To  the  wcftward  of  New  Hanover  he  difcovered, 
at  the  didance  of  eight  leagues,  feven  fmall  iflands,  which  were 
named  the  Duke  of  Portland's  IHands ;  the  middle  of  which 
lies  in  latitude  2  degrees  29  minutes  (butk>  Ibngitttdc  14S  degrees 
27  minutes  eaft.  The  (hip  was  now  clear  of  the  ftreight,  whofe 
£ength  from  Cape  St.  George  to  Cape  Byron  is  above  eighty 
leagues.  The  necefCty  which  pufhed  captain  Carteret  on  this 
difcovery  may  be  Very  advantageous  to  future  navigators,  as  St. 
George's  Chatmcl  is  a  much  better  and  fliorier  paffage  tharr 
round  all  the  land  and  iflands  to  the  northward  i  and  refrefli- 
snents  of  various  kinds  may  be  procured  from  the  natives  inha* 
biting  the  oppolite  coafts  of  the  channel,  or  the  iflands  that  lie 
near  them,  for  beads,  ribbands,  looking.g]a(res,  and  efpecially 
iron  tools  and  cutlery  ware^  of  which  they  are  immoderately 
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"The  captain  proceeded  weftward  the  T5th  of  September;  and  A,  r>, 
the  fame  day  difcofered  an  ifland  of  confidcrablc  extent,  with  17^8. 
many  others  lying  to  the  fouthward.    From  thcfe  many  -canoes^ 
crowded  with  Indians,  paddled  to  the  fliip:  they  made  various 
iignS)  which  were  repeated,  to  (how  that  whatever  they  meant 
the  fame  was  meant  to  them.  In  order  to  invite  them  on  board^ 
rfic  (hip's  company  held  up  whatever  trifles  they  thought  would 
give  them  pleafurc4  but  they  had  no  fooner  come  within  readi 
of  the  people  on  deck,  than  they  threw  their  lances  at  Jtheeu 
with  great  force.     It  was  neccfTary  to  reprcfs  their  fory  by 
firing  fmall  fiiot,  with  which  one  of  them  was  killed,  and  the      ^ 
canoes  rowed  off  with  great  expedition.  In  failing  along,  many 
ether  canoes  appeared,  and  behaved  in  theiame  hoftile  manner* 
"From  one,  in  which  a  man  was  killed  bythe-fhot  of  a  muiket^ 
the  reft -precipitately  leaped  into  the  fea^  which  afforded  an  op- 
portunity of  feizing  the  canoe,  which  was  full  fifty  feet  long, 
though  one  of -the  fmalleft^hat  hadtrome  out,  and  filled  with 
fifli,  turtle,  yan>6,  and  cocoa  nuts.    The  (hip  being  difengaged  ' 
from  this  fierce  and  unfriendly  people,  ^urfued  her  courfe  along 
the  other  iflandi,  which  arc  between  twenty  and  thirty  in  num*. 
bcr,  and  of  confidcrablc  extent.;  one  in  particular  would  alone 
make  a  large  kingdom.   The  captain,  not  having  had  an  obfcr-> 
vation  of  the  fun  for  L'vcral  days,  and  there  being  ftrong  cur^* 
rents,  could  notexadkly  afcertain  their  fituation,  but  he  judged 
the  middle  of  the  largell  to  lie  in  latitude  2  degrees  i^  minutes 
fouth,  longitude  146  degrees  44  minutes  eaft,  at  the  diftance  of 
five  and  thirty  leagues  from  New  HaAovcr^     He  called  them 
Admiralty  Vi^nAsy  and,  if  his  (hip  had  hern  in  better  condition, 
and  provided  with  proper  articles  for  the  Indian  trade,  he  would 
have  examined  them  with  particular  attention,  efpecially  as  their 
appearance  is  very  inviting,  being  clothed  with  a  beautiful  ver« 
dure,  the'  woods  lofty  and  luxuriant,  intepfperfcd  with  fpots 
cleared  for  plantation,  groves  of  cocoa-nut  trees,  and  houfes 
of  the  natives,  who  feem  to  be  very  numerous.     With  thefc 
xflands  it  would  be  eafy  to  eftabliQi  a  commercial  intercourfe,  as 
the  fuperiority  of  our  fire-arms  would  foon  perfuade  the  nativc|l 
$hat  ail  conteft  is  vain ;  and  she  traffic  would  be  advantageous 
v^n 430th  fides^  as^the  Indians  might  be  fupplied  with  many  artw 
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A.  D«  ctes  If  bich  tbej  ate  greatly  in  want  of,  and  the  £ngU(h  might 

1 768.  in  all  probabititj  be  fopplied  with  the  valuable  fpiceries  produ* 

ced  in  the  Moluccas ;  for  the  Admiralty  lOands  lie  in  the  (amc 

degree  of  latitude,  and  the  nutmeg  tree  was  found  on  the  002ft 

9f  New  Irelandi  a  foil  coniparadvely  barren  and  redty. 

Having  pa0c(l  thefe  iflands  the  (hip  continued  her  courfe  weft 
by  north  with  a  fine  eaftem  brecsci  and  on  the  i5^h  difcovered 
t^o  fmall  iflands,  both  low  land,  level  and  green.    The  neareft 
the  captain  called  Durour's  Ifland.     Its  latitude  is  about  i  de- 
gree 14  minutes  fouth,  its  longitude  143  degrees  ^i  minutes 
eaft.     At  no  great  diftance  is  the  other)  which  was  called  Mat* 
ty's  Ifland,  and  two  others,  ftiil  fmaller,  lying  to  the  (bath- 
yfcdf  were  called  Stephen's  Ifland^.  All  thefe  have  a  beaotiful 
green  appearance,  are  covered  with  trees,  and  repJeniihed  with 
inhabitants.     On  the  9.5th  of  September  the  fliip  fell  in  again 
with  land,  which  proved  to  be  three  iflands,  the  largeft  lying 
fifty  miles  north  of  the  line,  and  in  longitude  137  degrees  5^ 
minutes  eaft.     Several  canoes  foon  came  of,  filled  with  the  na- 
tives, who,  after  o(iaking  figus  of  peace»  came  on  board  with- 
out the  leaft  appearance  of  fear  or  diftrud.    They  ibid  their 
cocoa  nu^  with  great  pleafure  for  fmall  pieces  of  iron.     They 
are  of  the  Indian  copper  colour,  their  features  pleailng,  their 
teeth  remarkably  white  and  even,  o£  the  common  (lature,  nimble, 
vigorous  and  zOivc  in  a  furprifing  degree.     Tbey  are  not,  like 
the  other  people  on  a^  the  iflands  that  had  bean  vifited,  quite 
naked,  though  they  had  only  a  flight  covering,  for  the  waif^, 
which  confifted  of  a  narrow  piece  of  fine  matting.     They  of- 
fered to  leave  a  certain  number  of  their  people  as  pledges,  if 
the  failora  would  gp  on  Ihore,  to  which  they  ftrpngly  urged 
them ;  and  one  of  them  would  by  np  means  leave  the  ihip  when 
ihc  purfued  her  courfe  \  the  captain  carried  him  tp  Celebes, 
^here,  being  taken  iU  at  Tea,  he  unfortunately   died.     The 
iflands  from  which  he  had  been  taken  were  remarkably  fmall 
and  low,  the  largefl  being  no  more  than  five  miles  in  compafs. 
i'lie  captaip  gave  them  the  name  of  FreetoiU  I/laftds^  bom  the 
^ciable  and  benevolent  difpolltion  of  the  natives. 

The  remaining  route  of  captai*  Carteret  to  the  covft  of  Min- 
danao, and  from  thence  to  the  ifl^nd  of  Celebes,  had  been 
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eatplored  by  Dampier  ami  other  navigators^   But  tlkC  captain  has  A;  D» 
rc£tified  feTeral  miftakea  which  his  pr^deceflbrs  had  £idkii  into,  17^^ 
psurticttlarly  in  the  account  of  the  ftreight  of  Macafiar.    He 
made  the  entrance  of  this  ftreight  the  14th  of  NOYcmber,  and 
anchored  before  the  town  of  Macaflar  the  15th  of  December, 
In  the  neighbourhood  of  this  place  he  obtained  permxffion,  ;tfter 
mnch  altercation  and  many  threats  nfed  with  the  Dutch  gover« 
nor,  to  continue  a  confiderable  time,  until  the  crew  were  a 
little  recovered  from  thdr  languor  and  debility,  and  the  (hip  pot 
in  a  condition  to  undertake  her  voyage  to  Batavia.  This  voyage 
being  fucceisfuUy  pecformed,  the  captain  doubled  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  an(d  bad  a  pleafant  paifage  to  the  iiland  of  St* 
Helena,    ^e  left  this  place  the  24th  of  January,   1769,  to 
proTecute  bis  voyage  to  England ;  and  after  a  month's  naviga* 
tion  difcovered  a  fhip  to  leeward,  in  the  fouth-weft  quarter, 
which  hoifted  French  colours.  When  this  (hip  was  near  enough 
to  hail  the  Swallow,  captain  Carteret  waa  (brprized  to  hear  the 
Frenchman  mention  his  own  nfame  as  well  as  that  of  his  (hip, 
inquiring  after  his  faeahb,  and  telling  him,  that  after  the  return 
of  the  Dolphin  to  Eurc^,  it  was  believed  he  had  fu(Fered  (hip-^ 
^reck  in  the  ftreight  of  Magellan,  and  that  two  (hips  bad  been 
fent  out  in  queft  of  bin).    The  captain  a(ked  in  his  turn  who  it- 
was  that  was  fo  well  acqoainted  with  all  thefe  particulars,  and 
how  this  knowledge  had  been  acquired.    The  Frenchman  an« 
fwered,  that  the  ihip  was  in  the  fervice  of  their  £aft  India  com* 
pany,  commaj^ded  by  Mr.  Bougainville,  returning  from  the  sfle 
pf  France,  who  had  got  an  account  of  the  voyage  of  the  Dot- 
phin  and  Swallow  from  the  French  gazette  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.    An  offer  was  then  made  of  ftsppljing  the  Swallow  with 
refrefhments,  which  was  a  mere  verbal  civility,  as  the  (hip  had 
immediately  failed  from  the  fame  places  at  which  Mr.  Bougain* 
Tille  himfelf  h^  been  fupplied ;  and  it  was  aikcd  if  capuin 
Carteret  had  any  letters  to  fend  to  France.    As  he  happened  to 
have  feveral,  which  he  had  received  from  French  gentlemen  at 
the  Cape,  this  fumi(hed  an  occafion  to  Mr.  Bougainville  to  fend 
his  boat  on  board,  which  was  precifely  what  he  defired.    A 
young  officer,  dreflcd  in  a  waiftcoat  and  trowfers,  but  whofe  ranb 
f  aptttn  Carteret  ibon  fo^nd  to  be  foperior  to  his  appearance^ 
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A.  D.  came  down  to  the  cabbin ;  ani  being  aflccd  Tcvcral  queftions  hj 
1768.  captain  Carteret,  to  which  he  replied  with  great  readinels  and 
ingenuity,  contrived  to  introduce  inquiries  concerning  the 
ftrcigfats  of  Magellan,  the  hardftiips  which  the  Swallow  had 
fuffered  In  her  voyage,  and  other  topics  equally  interefting- 
Thefe  queftions  the  captain  endeavoured  to  elude  as  long  as  it 
was  poiBbie ;  bat  the  queries  of  the  young  Frenchman  becoming 
too  particular  and  trouUefome,  having  deiired  to  know  on  what 
iide  the  equator  the  Swallow  had  crofled  the  fouth  Teas,  the 
captain  rofe  up  abruptly  with  fome  marks  of  difpleafure.  His 
vifitor  was  going  to  make  an  apology,  to  prevent  which  captain 
Carteret  defired  him  to  prefent  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Bou« 
gainvtUe,  and  in  return  for  his  obliging  civilities,  prefent  him 
with  one  of  the  sd-rows  with  which  the  Indians  had  wounded 
fome  of  the  Englifh. 

When  the  captain  came  on  deck  hs  was  alked  by  his  lieute- 
nant  whether  the  Frenchman  had  entertained  him  with  an 
account  of  his  voyage.  This  led  him  to  explain  the  general 
purport  of  their  converfation,  upon  which'"*? he  lieutenant  obfcr- 
vcd,  that  the  boat's  crew  had  not  kept  their  fccret  as  well  as 
tlieir  officer,  but  given  fufficient  intimation,  that  they  had  been 
round  the  world,  mentioning  the  different  places  they  had 
touched  at,  and  many  particulars  of  their  voyage.  This  difin- 
genuous  artifice  of  Mr.  Bougainville,  to  draw  captain  Carteret 
into  a  breach  of  his  obligation  to  fecrecy,  was  unworthy  of  that 
^irit  of  enterprize  idiich  led  him  to  undertake  fo  dangerous  a 
savigation,  which  he  has  related  with  fo  much  elegance. 

According  to  his  own  account,  he  failed  from  France  in  No- 
vember, 1766,  in  the  frigate  la  Boudeufe ;  and  having  fpent^ 
fi)me  time  on  the  coaft  of  Brazil,  and  at  Falkland  iflands,  got 
i4ito  the  fonthem  ocean,  by  the  Areights  of  Magellan,  in  Janu* 
ary,  1768.  In  this  ocean  he  ^ilcovered  the  four  Facardines, 
the  Ifle  of  Lanciers,  Marpe  Idand,  Thrnm  Cap,  and  Bow  Ifland. 
About  twenty  leagues  farther  to  the  weft  he  difcovered  four 
Other  iflands,  and  afterwards  fell  in  with  Otaheite,  ifles  of 
Navigators,  and  Forlorn  Hope,  which  to  him  were  new  difcovc- 
cics.  He  then  pafled  through  between  the  Hebrides ;  difcovered 
t^  Shoal  of  Diaoa^  the  land  of  Cape  Deliverance ;  feveral  fm^U 
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/flands  to  the  north  j  paffed  the  coaft  of  New  Ireland ;  touched  A.  XX 
at  Batavia;  and  arrived  in  France  in  March,  1769,  about  the  176&* 
fame  time  that  captain  Carteret  arrived  in  England. 

The  admirahy  did  not  wait  for  his  arrival  to  fit  out  another 
expedition,  which  was  attended  with  eircumftances  peculiarly 
interefting.  The  brilliant  difcoveries  of  captain  Wallis,  who 
returned  to  England  in  May,  1 768,  infpired  the  moft  fanguine 
hopes  of  completing  the  great  purpofe  for  which  all  thefe  voy- 
ages had  been  undertaken.  Many  fouthern  lands  were  already 
difcovered,  which  heightened  the  probability  of  finding  at 
length  the  great  Terra  jiujiralis  incognita^  which  had  been  f<>  ^ 
long  fought  for  in  vain.  Among  the  countries  which  Wallift 
had  difcovered  and  explored  was  the  iiland  of  Otaheite,  the 
fituation  of  which  appeared  extremely  proper  for  anfwering  a 
particular  purpofe,  which  the  admiralty  had  in  their  view  in  the 
prefent  expedition,  befides  the  general  defign  of  difcovering 
unknown  lands.  The  year  1 769  was  rendered  remarkable  by 
the  tranfit  of  the  planet  Venus  over  the  dific  of  the  fun ;  a 
phaenomenon  of  the  greateft  importance  to  the  fciences  of 
agronomy,  geography  and  navigation ;  and  which  every  where 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  learned  in  thofe  branches  of  knpw.* 
ledge.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 768  the  royal  fociety 
prefented  a  nsemorial  to  his  majefty,  fetting  forth  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  accurate  obfervations  of  this  tranfit  in  diffe- 
rent parts  of  tbe  world  ;  particularly  from  a  fet  of  fnch  obfer* 
▼ations  made  in  a  fouthern  latitude,  between  the  140th  and 
1 8oth  degrees  of  longitude,  weft  from  the  roy^  obfervatory  ac 
Greenwich ;  but  that  the  fociety  were  in  no  condition  to  defray 
the  expence  necefiary  for  equipping  vefiels  to  convey  the  obfer- 
vers  to. their  deAined  ftations.  In  confequencc  of  this  memorial 
tbe  admiralty  were  direAed  by  his  majefty  to  provide  proper 
veflels  for  the  purpofe.  Accordingly,  the  Endeavour  bark, 
which  had  been  buik  for  the  coal  trade,  was  purchafed  and 
fitted  out  for  the  ibuthem  voyage,  and  the  command  of  her 
intrufted  to  lieutenant  (now  captain)  Cook,  himfelf  a  diftin- 
guiOied  member  of  the  royal  fociety,  and  appointed  by  his 
aflbciates,  in  conjundion  with  Mr.  Charles  Green  the  aftrono- 
mcr,  to  make  the  rcquiGic  obfervations  on  the  traaCt. 
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A.  D.  Captain  Cook  failed  from  Depeford  (be  30th  of  Jalf,  fjSif 
IJ6S.  with  inftru^Uons  to  proceed  directly  to  Otaheite;  and,  after  tbe 
aftronomical  obfervattoDs  (hoold  be  completed^  to  profecute  the 
defign  of  making  difcoveri^  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  by  proceeding 
fouthward  to  the  latitude  of  40  degrees,  and  if  he  did  not  find 
land  to  continue  bis  voyage  to  the  weft,  between  the  latitudes  of 
40  degree*  and  35  degrees  fouth,  till  he  fell  in  with  Hew  2^a« 
land,  which  he  was  dircAed  to  explore;  and  thence  to  retom 
to  England  by  fuch  route  as  be  (hould  judge  moft  conrenioit. 

In  executing  thefe  inftniftions,  Mr*  Cook  endeavoured  to 
make  a  dire£l  courfe  to  Otaheite,  and  in  part  fucceeded  ;  but 
when  he  came  within  the  tropic  he  fell  in  with  feveral  iflands, 
vhich'  had  not  been  before  difcovered.  He  remained  three 
months  at  Otaheite,  and  then  vifited  many  neighbouring  iflands, 
till  then  unknown.  On  the  6th  of  October,  1769,  he  fell  in 
with  the  eaft  fide  of  New  Zealand,  and  continued  exploring 
the  coaft  of  this  country  till  the  31ft  of  March,  1770.  He 
then  proceeded  to  New  Hc^land,  and  furveyed  its  eaftern  coaftst 
which  had  not  been  before  vifited;  and  pafling  between  it« 
northern  extremity  and  New  Guinea,  afterwards  touched  at  the 
ifl<md  of  SavU)  Batavia,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  St.  Hele<« 
na,  and  arrived  in  England  on  the  12th  of  July,  1771. 

Befides  the  aftronomical  purpofes  which  were  anfwered  by 
this  voyage,  and  the  important  diicoveries  of  new  lands,  made 
in  tbe  courfe  of  the  longeft  navigation  hitherto  undertaken,  the 
expedition  of  captain  Cook  was  diftinguiflied  by  another  cir« 
cumftance  particularly  interefting  to  the  lovers  of  pbiloibphy^ 
The  expedition  was  adorned  by  the  preience  of  Mr^  Banks,  a 
man  of  letters  as  well  as  of  fortune,  who  was  accolnpanied  by 
Dr.  Solander,  an  accompliihed  difciple  of  Linnaeus.  Both  thefe 
gentlemen  were  remarkable  for  an  extenfive  and  accurate  know- 
lodge  of  natural  hiftory,  and  being  otherwtfe  men  of  liberal 
education  and  princijdes,  they  were  led  to  make  tarious  obfer** 
vations,  not  only  on  the  natural  curiofities  and  produAions,  but 
on  tbe  manners,  policy,  religion  and  bnguage  of  the  feveral 
c6untries  which  they  vifited.  Seldom  have  men  of  fuch  talents 
poficfTed  that  fpirit  of  daring  enterprise  which  prompts  to  tbe 
difcovcry  and  examination  of  unknown  lands*    Seldom  have 

diftant 
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difhiht  countries  been  vifited  and  defci-ibed  by^  philofophers ;  for  A.  D. 
avarice  and  ambition,  and  not  ihie  thirft  of  knowledge,  havege-  ^7^9- 
neralljr  ekcitied  to  fucb  undertakings  men  of  a  bold  and  hardy 
but  of  a  narrow  and  illiberal  fpirit.  The  ingenious  obfervations 
made  during  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  voyage  tend  to  fill  up  the 
pi£lure  of  nrhith  formeir  navigator^  had  only  iket^hed  the  out«- 
lines; 

The  reception  which  captain  Cook  and  his  bompahions  met 
with  from  the  Portuguefe  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  where  he  put  in  the 
1 3ch  of  November  in  order  to  purchafe  provifions  and  necefla' 
ries,  was  moft  unworthy  of  the  defign  in  which  they  were  en- 
gaged. That  ignorant  fuperftitious  people  could  form  no  idea 
of  the  objcd  of  their  voyage;  The  purpofe  of  making  philo- 
fophical  difcoveries  they  treated  with  the  utmoil  contempt,  and 
ivatched  the  perfons  of  the  Engli(h  travellers  with  all  the  jea- 
lous feverity  of  fear  and  ignorance*  Mr.  Cook  continued  his 
voyage  to  the  Streights  of  Le  Maire,  which  feparate  Staten 
Ifland  from  Teiya  del  Fuego.  He  arrived  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Streights  the  14th  of  January,  which  is  near  the  middle  of 
fummer  in  chofe  parts.  As  the  weather  was  calm,  Mr.  Banls 
was  defirous  of  examining  the  coail  of  the  main  land,  and  af- 
cending  a  mountain  which  appeared  at  a  little  diflance  in  fearch 
of  plants.  This  was  effe&ed  *,  but  fo  exceflive  is  the  cold  iti 
the  fouthern  hemifphere,  that,  at  a  degree  of  latitude  which  in 
the  fummer  months  U  temperate  in  Europe^  all  thofe  who  un- 
dertook this  expedition  were  in  danger  of  being  frozen  to  death ; 
and  feveral  of  Mr.  Banks*s  attendants  a£lually  perifhed. 

In  this  miferable  dlimate  the  inhabitants  appeared  to  be  the 
moft  deftitute  and  forlorn  of  all  human  beings.  They  have  no 
dwelling  but  a  wretched  hovel  of  flicks  and  grafs,  which  not 
only  admits  the  windj  but  the  fnow  and  the  rain.  They  are 
dcflitute  of  every  convenience  that  is  furnifhed  by  the  rudcft  art, 
having  no  implement  even  to  drefs  their  food.  They  have  no 
other  clothing  than  the  ikin  of  the  guanicoe  or  fea),  which  is 
thx^wn  over  their  fhoulders,  drawn  over  their  feer,  and  worn 
round  the  waifts  of  the  women  as  a  fuccedaneum  for  a  fig-leaf, 
ShelUfifii  feems  to  be  their  only  food,  which  being  in  no  great 
plenty  in  any  particular  place,  obliges  them  to  wander  perpetu- 
Vot.  IV.  O  o  ^ly 
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A.  D;  Jij  in  (ttzll  bordct  over  thofe  dreaty  and  inhofpitable  rcgMOM^ 
1769.  which  Appear  b  til  fitted  to  be  the  habitations  of  mcu.  Yea 
thefe  favage  tribes  are,  perhaps,  only  miferable  in  the  .imagiaa- 
ttoos  of  thoie  who  furrey  them,  and  who,  {Aacing  themfelTcs 
in  their  fituation,  conceive  what  eaquifite  fuffermgs  they  would 
feel  if  rcdoced  to  the  fame  manner  of  life.  The  wandering  in^ 
habitants  of  Terra  del  Fuego  are  contented  with  their  ioc* 
Though  deprived  of  whatever  is  comfortable,  they  are  ftodious 
to  adorn  their  perfens*  Their  faces  ave  pahued  in  variouj 
forms ;  the  region  of  the  eye  generally  white,  and  the  reft  of 
the  face  diverfified  with  ftrcaks  of  red  and  black. 

The  captain  fell  in  with  the  ifknd  of  Terra  del  Fuego  about 
twenty  leagues  to  the  weftwatd  of  the  Streight  of  Le  Maire* 
The  Streight  itfelf  is  about  five  leagues  long  and  as  many  broad  9 
and  has  a  bay  in  the  middle  of  it,  which  aflbrds  good  anchor* 
age,  as  well  as  excellent  wood  and  water.  The  doBbling  of 
Cape  Horn  has  been  fo  much  dreaded,  that,  hi  the  general  opi- 
nion, it  is  more  eJigibte  to  pafs  through  the  Streight  of  Magel- 
hn ;  but  captain  Cook^s  experience  feems  t«  prove  the  concra^ 
tfl  for  he  was  no  more  than  thirty-three  days  incoming  round 
the  land  of  Terra  del  Fuego,  from  the  eaft  entrance  of  the 
Streight  of  Le  Maire ;  whereas  captain  Wallis  employed  above 
three  months  in  getting  through  the  Strelghts  of  Magellan  in 
the  fame  feafon  of  the  year* 

Captain  Cook,  continuing  his  voyage  bi  a  north  ^Wefterly  di- 
reftion,  obferved  the  latitude,  on  the  i4tb  of  March,  1 769,  to 
be  22  degrees  1 1  minutes  fouth,  and  longitude  127  degrees  55 
minutes  weft.  Some  of  the  people,  who  were  upon  the  watch 
in  the  night,  reported  that  they  fa^  a  log  of  wood  paft  by  the 
flup,  and  that  the  fea^  which  was  rather  rough,  became  fndden- 
ly  as  jimooth  as  a  mill-pool.  However,  they  fell  in  with  no- 
land  till  the  4th  of  Aprils  whetr  an  ifland  of  an  ^al  form  ap- 
peared at  the  diftancfe  of  a  few  leagues.  They  approached  it 
on  the  north  fide  within  a  mile,  but  found  no  bottom  with  130 
fathom  of  line.  The  whole  is  covered  with  trees,  efpecially  palms 
;ind  cocoa^imt  trees ;  among  the  groves  of  which  the  natives 
were  feen  walking  in  great  numbers.  The  captain  named  this 
InagoQn  lii^nd.    K  is  fituatcd  in  latitade  sf  degrees  47  minutes 

fottth^ 
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4biich>  ftnd  longitude  139  degrees  29  minutes  weft.  In  purfulng  A.  D. 
his  voyage  wefhrgrd  he  fell  in  with  feveral  other  inconiiderable  ^7^9* 
sflandi  at  no  great  diiftaace  from  the  former.    Thefe  were 
Thromb-Capi  The  Groups,  Bird  Ifland,  and  M^itea^io  which 
captain  WaUis  bad  givco  the  aame  of  Ofoabuiigh. 

On  the  fith  of  April  land  wa«  feen  ai^head«  which  was 
kncTMrn  hy  its  fituatMn  to  beOtaheite,  thefaoie  which  is  dcfcrt- 
bcd  in  the  voyage  of  captain  Wa]li«}  to  which  he  gave  tb^ 
name  of  King  George  the  Third's  Ifland*  When  thefhipcan)^ 
jiear  to  the  ihore,  it  was  immediately  Airrounded  by  the  natives 
in  their  canoes,  who  oSered  cocoa-nuts,  fruit  refembling  apples* 
bfead  fruit,  and  Ibme  finaU  fiflies«  in  exchange  for  beads  and 
other  trifles*  jSpon  after  arrived  other  canoes,  in  which  were 
fonie  of  thpfe  Indiaus  who  had  maintained  a  good  deal  of  in- 
eercourfe  with  the  crew  of  atpt»in  Walli^s  fhip>  and  who  were 
immediately  known  to  Mr«  Gore,  the  fecond  lieutenant,  who 
had  gone  round  the  woiid  with  that  captain.  One  of  thefe  an- 
cient acquaintance  came  00  board,  and  as  foon  as  the  (hip  was 
properly  fecured,  went  on  (hore  with  the  captain  and  the  other 
gentlemen.  They  were  all  received  with  many  marks  of  friend»- 
ihip  by  the  bofpttaUe  Indians,  and  a<reary  was  ratified  between 
them  by  exchanging  the  green  branches  of  a  tree,  which  was 
the  fymbol  of  peace  among  many  ancient  and  powerful  nations^ 
The  fliip  continued  on  the  ooaft  of  Otaheite  three  months,  .tra» 
<iing  with  the  natives,  and  examining  the  tfland*  The  ordinary 
rue  of  trafiic  was  a  fpike  nail  for  a  fmall  pig,  and  a  fmallcr  nai} 
for  a  £bwi ;  a  hatchet  for  a  hog  \  and  twenty  cocoa  nuts,  or 
bread  fruit,  £k  a  middling-fized  naiL  Lookingrgiafies,  knives, 
«nd  beads,  are  exeellent  articles  of  commerce,  and  for  thefe 
every  thing  may  be  obtained  which  the  natives  can  beftow, 
Durrng  the  whoie  time  that  the  Engliila  continued  here,  they 
lived  in  the  moft  friendly  intercoude  with  the  Indians ;  :md 
confidered  the  ifland  not  as  before  in  a  curfory  manner,  buc 
with  a  critical  attention. 

Though  Otaheite  lies  within  the  tropic  of  Capricorn,  it   is 

one  of  the  moft  heaitby  and  delightful  fpocs  in  the  world.  The 

heat  is  not  troublefome,  and  the  air  is  fo  pure  that  fre(h  meat 

will  keep  very  well  for  two  days,  and  fifh  one  day.    The  winds 

O  o  z  generally 
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A.  D.  generally  blow  from  the  diyifions  between  eait  aod  (bath  ;  the 
17^9*  tide  rifcs  bat  little,  and  being  governed  by  the  winds  is  extreme- 
ly uncertain.  The  coaft  is  of  a  bold  elevationi  rifes  like  an 
amphitheatre,  and  the  mQuntains  every  where  covered  with 
Ifirood,  prefeqt  to  the  view  the  mod  captivating  profpc£t.  The 
(lones  all  over  this  illand  appear  ^o  haye  been  burnt  \  and  there 
are  other  marks  of  violent  concuflions  and  fubterraneous  fires, 
by  which  the  face  of  nature  has  been  altere4  in  this  and  the 
neighbouring  iQes.  The  exterior  ranges  of  hills  are  (bmctimes 
barren,  and  contain  a  great  quantity  of  yellowifli  clay,  mrsed 
with  iron  ore ;  but  this  excepted,  there  are  no  other  indications 
of  metals,  or  valuable  minerals  of  any  kind* 

The  foil  of  Otaheite  is  a  rich  black  mold,  producing  fpon- 
taneoufly  a  great  variety  of  the  mod  excellent  fruits  ^  fugar  canes, 
which  the  inhabitants  eat  raw }  ginger,  turmeric,  and  a  great 
namber  6f  other  excellent  roots,,  which  are  unknown  in  other 
climates.  The  trees  are  the  greateft  curiofity  of  Otaheite.  The 
Chincfe  paper-mylberry  tree  is  that  of  which  the  natives  make 
their  cloth.  The  trunk  of  the  bread-fruit  tree,  which  furnifhes 
nourifhment  to  the  whole  ifland,  is  fix  feet  ^n  the  ginh,  an^ 
about  twenty  feet  to  the  branches.  ,  There  is  a  fpecics  of  the 
fig,  thb  branches  of  which  bending  dowp,  take  freih  root  ta 
the  earth,  and  thus  form  a  congeries  of  trunks,  united  by  a 
common  vegetation,  which  have  the  appearance  of  one  dock  of 
aftonifliing  magnitude.  Another  tree,  covered  with  a  dark- 
green  foliage,  bears  golden  apples,  which  refemble  the  anana 
or  pine-apple  in  juicinefs  and  flavour.  The  moft  beautiful  tree; 
in  the  world  received  the  name  of  Barringtoniay  the  native^ 
call  it  huddoo ;  it  bad  a  great  abundance  of  flowers,  larger  than 
lilies,  and  perfe^y  white,  excepting  the  tips  of  their  numerous 
chives,  which  were  of  a  bright  crimfon.  The  fruit,  which  is  a 
large  nut,  has  the  property  of  various  plants  of  tropical  cli- 
mates, of  intoxicating  fiih,  (o  that  they  come  to  the  furface  of 
the  water,  and  fuflfer  thcm£ilves  to  be  taken  by  hand.  There 
is  a  great  variety  of  excellent  fifli,  which,  as  they  form  the 
principal  objeft  of  luxury,  the  catching  of  them  is  the  main 
Occupation  of  the  natives.  There  are  no  venomous  reptiles  or 
^rgublcfome  infcds,  but  ants  and  moft^uitos.     Bcfidcs  pouliity 
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cxaflfty  like  thofe  of  Europe,  there  are  wild  ducks ;  beautiful  A.  D. 
greeu  turtle  doves ;  large  pigeons  of  a  deep  blue  plumage;  par-  1769. 
roquets  valued  for  their  red  falkers,  and  often  feen  tame  in  the 
houfes  of  the  natives.    There  are  no  quadrupeds  in  the  ifland» 
but  hpg$9  dogs  and  rats ;  all  which  are  extremely  numerous. 

The  perfons  of  the  inhabitants  being  examined  with  particular 
ittention^  there  was  no  occaiion  to  alter  the  idea  which  captain 
Wallis  had  given  of  them.     Captain    Cook  rather  feems  to 
l^ighten  the  panegyric ;  and  Mr.  Bougainville  affirms,  that  were 
a  painter  to  delineate  an  Hercules  or  a  Mars,  it  would  be  im- 
poCble  to  difcover  more  advantageous  models.     The  women  of 
thelower  ranks  are  of  a  fmaller  Aature  than  the  reft,  which  is 
attrbuted  to  their  early  and  promifcuous  intercourfe  with  men  • 
for  tke  better  fort,  who  do  not  gratify  their  paflions  in  the  fame 
unbriilcd  manner,  are  aboye  the  middle  future  of  the  Europeans. 
The  Hen  of  confequence  in  the  ifland  wear  the  nails  of  their 
fingerilong,  which  they  conflder  as  a  very  honourable  diftinc- 
fion,  &ce  only  fuch  people  as  have  no  occafion  to  work  can 
fuffei:  thm  to  grow  to  that  length.     The  women  always  cut 
their  har  fliort  round  their  heads.  Both  men  and  women  have 
(be  hiod«r  part  of  their  thighs  and  loins  marked  with  black  lines 
in  various  directions,  by  ftriking  the  teeth  of  an  indrument 
fomewhat  ike  a  pomb  through  the  (kin,  and  rubbing  into  the 
punctures  ?.kind  of  pafte  made  of  foot  and  oil,  which  leaves  an 
indelible  Ain.  This  cuftom,  which  is  called  tattowing,  is  com- 
mon to  all  iprfons  beyond  the  age  of  twelve  years ;  and  the 
legs  of  peopk  of.  fuperior  rank  and  authority  are  checquered 
>vith  the  fanw  decorations.     Both  fcxes  are  not  only  decently 
but  gracefully  cV>thed  with  the  Auff  above-mentioned.     The 
(Irefs  of  the  bc\er  fort  of  women  confifts  of  feveral  pieces  ;  one 
is  wrapped  rourj  the  waift,  fo  as  to  hang  down  in*  the  form  of 
a  petticoat,  and  cing  pf  a  thin  pliable  texture,  difplays  an  ele«> 
gant  6gure  to  thtgreateft  advantage.     «*  The  women  of  Ota» 
f*  hcite,"  fays  Mrdc  Bougainville,  «  have  features  as  agree- 
•<  able  as  thofe  of  he  Europeans  5  and   are  unrivalled  in  the 
«  fyrametry  and  b^utiful  proportion  of  their  limbs.    Tlie  n)ca 
<f  vrho  live  much  01  the  water  arc  of  a  redder  complexion  than 
f\  ihpCf  who  chiefly  refidc  on  (hore.     Some  have  their  hair 

>    '  **  brown. 
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A.  D»  *'  browxij  red  or  flaxen,  in  which  they  are  exceptions  to  afl  tbe 
.1765;.  u  natives  of  Afia,  Africa  and  Aoicricav  who  have  their  hair 
*'  univerfalljr  black," 

Tbcir  houfes  arc  nothing  more  than  a  roof,  icarcely  fear 
feet  from  the  ground,  raifed  on  three  rows  of  pillars,  one  row 
on  each  iide,  and  one  in  the  middle.     The  covering  coniifts  of 
palm  leaves,  the  pillars  of  wood,  and  the  floor  is  (browed  wiifc 
hay  or  covered  with  mats.     Thefe  iimple  habitations  contain  vo 
other  furniture  except  a  few  blocks  of  wood,  which  ferve  them 
as  pillows,  and  their  ordinary  apparel  is  made   ufe  of  inftcaJ  of 
blankets  and  (heets.     The  fize  of  the  houfe  is  proportioned  to 
the  number  which  conftitutes  the  family,  and  is  feldom  occupied 
except  during  the  hours  of  repofe.    In  thefe  dormitories  it  m  the 
eilabllfhed  rule  for  the  mafter  and  midrefs  to  fleep  in  theaiddle, 
round  them  the  married  people,  in  the  next  circle  the  unnarried 
women,  and  the  fcrvants  at  the  extremity  of  the  (hed,  or  in  fair 
weather  in  the  open  air. 

They  are  quite  unacquainted  with    the  method  o  boiling 
water,  as  they  have  no  veflcls  among  them  that  will  bear  the 
beat  of  the  fire.  Their  meat  is  always  broiled  or  rojftfd.    They 
ufe  ihells  for  carving,  but  eat  with  their  fingers.  Sone  attempt- 
«d  the  u(e  of  the  knife  and  fork,  in  imitation  of  tie  £ng{iih», 
but  we  are  told  by  Mr.  Hawkefworth,  that  they  coild  not  guide 
thefe  implements  ;  by  the  mere  force  of  habit,  the  hand  came 
always  to  the  mouth,  while  the  food  at  the  em  of  the  fork 
went  to  the  ear.    Their  genera)  drink  is  water,  »r  the  milk  of 
the  cocoa  nut.     They  have  a  plant  called  ova  aUi  of  an  intoxi- 
cating quality,  which  the  men  make  ufe  of  fpaingly ;  the  wo- 
men never  *,  and  they  teAified  averfion  for  thf  ftrong  liquors 
which  were  offered  them.     They  eat  alone,  orat  leaft  only  in 
company,  with  a  guefl  that  happens  to  come  n  ;  and  the  men 
and  women  never  fit  down  together  to  a  me?*  Perfens  of  rank 
,  are  cooftantly  fed  by  their  inferiors,  frequ^itly  their  women, 
and  this  cuftom  is  fo  ftroogly  confirmed  that  a  chief  who 
dined  on  board  the  Endeavour  would  have^turned  without  his 
meat,  if  one  of  the  fcrvants  had  not  fed  "m.     The  origin  of 
thefe  fingular  cuftoms  has  not  been  exlained.     The  idea  of 
cicanlinefs  to  which  thefe  people  arc  fq  trongly  iittached,  that 
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thcj  perform  their  aUuticns  federal  times  eiierj  day,  may  perhaps  A.  D* 
account  for  the  great  men's  requiring  to  ht  fed.  But  that  a  '  7^^ 
people  remarkably  fond  of  fociety,  and  particularly  that  of  their 
women)  (hould  exclude  its  pleafures  from  the  table,  where^* 
among  all  other  nations,  whether  civil  or  (avage,  they  haTO 
been  principally  enjoyed,  is  truly  inexplicable*  Captain  Cook 
imagined  this  flrange  fingularity  among  the  inhabitams  of  Ota# 
heite  muft  have  arifen  from  fome  fuperftitioua  opinion ;  but  they 
conftantly  affirmed  the  contrary.  They  ale  alone,  they  faid^ 
becaufe  it  was  right ;  but  why  it  was  right  to  eat  alone  thc]^ 
Dcver  attempted  to  explain. 

Thefe  iflanders,  who  ly  on  the  ground,  and  inhabit  huts  ex« 
pofed  to  all  the  inclemencies  of  the  weather,  are  remarkably 
healthy  and  vigorous,  and  generally  attain  to  old  age,  witlnm^ 
feeling  the  inconvcniencies  of  this  melancholy  period  of  life« 
Mr.  de  Bougainville  dcfcribes  an  old  man,  whom  they  faw  or 
their  landing,  who  had  no  other  charaAer  of  old  age,  than 
that  remarkable  one  whicli  is  imprinted  on  a  fine  figure.  Hit 
head  was  adorned  with  white  hair,  and  a  long  white  beard  t 
all  his  body  was  nervous  and  flefliy ;  he  had  neither  wrinkleSi 
nor  fhowed  any  other  token  of  decrepitude.  This  venerable 
man  feemed  difpleafcd  at  the  arrival  of  thefe  ftrangers,  retired 
without  making  any  return  to  the  courtefies  which  they  paid 
him,  and  inAead  of  taking  part  in  the  raptures  which  the  mul- 
titude exprefled,  his  thoughtful  and  fufpicious  air  feemed  to  in« 
dicate  a  fear,  that  the  fociety  of  a  new  race  of  men  might  di« 
Ourb  the  uninterrupted  happinefs  which,  he  had  fo  long  enjoyed* 
They  are  utterly  deftitute  of  medical  knowledge,  which  they 
hold  in  contempt ;  but  they  are  good  proficients  in  furgery,  th« 
operations  of  which  they  often  experience  to  be  ufefuk  On«- 
of  the  Englifh  feamen,  when  on  ihore,  ran  a  large  fplinter  into 
his  foot,  which  his  companiofn,  after  giving  him  exquififte  pain^. 
vainly  attempted  to  extrafl  with  his  pen-knife.  Anoldlndian^^ 
who  happened  to  be  prefent,  called  a  man  from  the  other  fide 
of  the  river,  who,  having  examined  the  lacerated  foot,  fetched 
a  (hell  from  the  beach,  which  he  broke  to  a  point  with  his 
teeth  ^  with  which  inflrument  he  laid  open  the  wound)  and  ex* 
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A.  D.iraded  thefplinter:  whilft  this  operation  was  performing^  the 
17^9*  old  man  went  a  little  way  into  the  wood,  and  returned  with 
fome  gum,  which  he  applied  to  the  wound,  upon  aj)icce  of  the 
cloth  that  was  wrapped  round  him,  and  in  two  days  titne  it  was 
perfe£Ujr  healed.  This  gum  was  produced  by  the*  apple  tree  | 
the  furgeon  of  the  (hip  procured  fome  of  ir,  and  nfed  it  2s  a 
Ttthierarj  balfam  with  great  Aiccefii« 

The  language  of  the  inhabitants  of  Otaheite  is  foft  ahd  me- 
lodious, abounding  with  voWels,  which  rehders  its  pronunci- 
ation eafily  acquired.  It  is  almoft  totally  without  inflexion  cither 
of  n«uns  or  verbs ;  but  a  fufficient  acquaintance  with  it  has  not 
been  attained  to  determine  whether  it  is  copious  or  otherwtfe. 
It  was  impofTible  to  teach  the  Indians  to  pronounce  the  Engliffi 
names  of  their  guefts,  but  they  did  not  fail  to  come  as  near  td 
it  as  poilible,  the  giving  of  the  name  being  an  indifpenfible  ce- 
remony, which  they  never  omitted  when  they  introduced  a  new 
acquaintance.  They  converted  the  Engliih  names  into  words 
refembling  SpaniOi  or  Italian ;  Cook  they  called  Toote^  Hicks, 
Hete;  Mr.  Gore,  Toarroj  Dr.  Solander,  Torano;  Parkinfon^ 
Patini ;  Mf.  Monkhoufe,  a  midfliipman,  they  called  Matte, 
whioh  fignifies  in  their  language  dead,  becaufe  be  commanded 
a  party  that  killed  a  man  for  ftealing  a  mufket^  The  neareil 
imitation  they  could  reach  of  king  George,  was  by  calling  him 
Kibiargo.  They  are  not  deflitute  of  genius  for  the  fcicnces, 
though  they  have  no  opportunity  oC  cultivating  them.  A  map 
of  Otaheite,  engraved  for  captain  Cook's  firft  voyage,  was  taken 
out  and  hid  before  Tuahow  the  high  admiral,  without  inform- 
ing him  any  thing  of  what  it  wasJ  He  prcfently  difcover^d  its 
meaning,  and  was  overjoyed  to  fee  a  reprefentation  of  bis  own 
country.  Thefc  people  have  a  remarkable  (agaclty  in  foretelh'ng 
the  weather,  particularly  the  <juarter  from  whence  the  wind 
will  blow.  In  their  long  voyages  t'hcy  ftecr  by  the  fiin  in  the 
day,  and  in  the  night  by  the  ftars-,  all  of  whiA  they  diftin- 
*  guifh  fcparately  by  names  j  atid  know  in  what  part  of  the  hea- 
vens they  will  appear  in  any  of  the  months,  during  which  they 
arc  vifible  in  their  horizon ;  nor  are  they  lefs  acquainted  with  the 
periods  of  their  annual  appearance.  They  reckon  timeby  moons, 
tlurteen  of  which  c6mpofe  the  year.    Tliey  divide  the  day  and 
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tbc  night,  each  into  fix  parts.  They  judge  of  the  time  of  the  A.  D. 
day  by  the  height  of  the  fiin.  It  is  faid,  that  the  higheft  num-  17^9' 
fecr  for  which  they  have  names  is  200*  They  exprcfs  the  di- 
ftance  from  one  place  to  anbther  by  the  time  ic  would  take  to 
run  OTcr  it;  They  entertain  tid  notion  bf  thfe  baneful  iufluenciJ 
of  comets,  but  they  cbnfide^  thofe  meteors  which  are  called 
Ihooting  fbirs,  as  evil  genii. 

The  government  of  the  inhabitarits  bf  Otaheite  is  compared 
by  Dr.  Hawkefworth  to  the  early  ftate  of  every  nation  in  Eu- 
rope under  the  feudal  fyftem.    There  is  a  king  or  fovereign  in 
each  of  the  twb  pehinfulas  into  ^hich  the  ifland  h  divided ; 
tvith  the  lands  of  the  different  diftrifts,  whofc  poffeflions  arc 
Cultivated  by  their  vaffals  and  villeins.     The  king  poflefles  far 
Icfs  authority  over  the  whole  fociety,  than  each  chieftain  poffef- 
fes  in  his  own  di(lri6t,  and  the  nobles  are  nearer  on  a  footing 
with  their  fovereigtl  than  the  lower  ranks  are  with  the  noblc^k 
intermarriages  are  not  permitted  between  the  nobles  and  the 
Vulgar ;  every  advantage  and  honbur  is  confined  to  the  former  ; 
and  even  fuch  articlels  of  food  as  are  reckoned  delicacies,  pork^ 
fifh  and  fowl,  are  only  to  be  ufed  by  the  nobility.     Of  thefe 
there  are  different  orders,  as  in  all  the  feudal  kingdoms.  There 
are  different  liVeries,  fo  to  fpeak,  to  diftinguifli  theft  orders  \ 
and  the  rank  of  every  individual  is  afcertained  by  the  height  at 
Which  their  fervants  wear  their  falhes.  Like  the  ancient  nobili- 
ty of  Europe,  they  enjoy  tBe  right  bf  private  war ;  ahd  each        ^ 
nobleman  at  the  head  of  his  vaffals,  repels  injuries,  and  main- 
tains his  rights,  by  the  decifion  of  arms.    Their  influence,  in- 
deed, over  their  followers  is  hioft  powerful.     They  have  intel- 
ligcnceof  every  event ;  they  receive  notice  of  every  crime  that 
is  committed ;  they  bellow  regard,  infllA  punifhment,  and  their 
decifions  are  fubmitted  to  with  the  moft  pafBve  and  unrcfcrved 
obedience.     Otaheite,  therefore,  affords  in  miniature,  the  pic- 
ture of  two  feudal  kingdoms,  for  the  whole  inhabitants,  includ- 
ing women  and  children,  do  not  exceed  6000.     One  circum- 
ftance  alone,  as  it  is  related  by  Di'.  Hawkefworth,  is  peculiar 
to  this  people.     The  child  of  the  prince,  or  of  the  baron,  fuc- 
cccds  to  the  titles  ^nd  honours  of  his  father  as  foon  as  it  is 
born  'f  fo  that  a  baron  who  was  yefterday  diftjnguiiLed  by  epi- 
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A.  D.  thets  of  honour,  and  approached  with  the  cercmoirj  of  lowef^ 
f1^  iiig  the  garments  and  uncovering  the  upper  part  of  the  body,  is 
to-day,  if  his  wife  be  delitered  of  a  fon,  reduced  to  the  rank 
of  a  private  perfon  j  all  marks  of  refped  being  transferred  to 
the  child,  though  the  father  ftill  continaes  to  poficis  and  admi* 
nifter  the  eftate.  If  this  circumftance  be  authentic,  it  furoi&es  a 
remarkable  diftinftion  between  the  government  of  Otaheite  and 
that  of  the  feudal  nations  of  Europe.     In  thefe,  force  generally 
prevailed  over  right.    The  weaknels  of  age  and  fcx  often  ex* 
clui<cd  from  the  fuccei&on  thofe  who  were  naturaMy  intitled  to 
It.    The  eftate  of  a  child  or  of  a  woman  was  often  acquired 
by  a  didant  collateral  relation ;  even  the  deftination  of  royaltj 
proceeded  not  i»  a  regular  line,  the  uncle  often  uAirping  the 
rjghts  of  a  fon,  the  brother  thofe  of  a  daughter. 

The  religion  of  thefe  ifknders  is  not  the  circumftance  wh«ch 
firft  attracts  the  attention  of  traveHers.  Captain  Wallis,  who 
firft  vifited  and  defcribed  them,  is  inclined  to  believe,  that  they 
had  not  any  religious  worfhip  or  belief.  But  fubfec^uent  accounts 
inform  us  of  their  religious  tenets,  which  are  as  fuper(^itious 
and  abfurd  as  thofe  of  other  pagan  nations.  They  admit  that 
great  and  primitive  truth,  that  aU  is  derived  orrginally  from  one 
firft  caufe.  But  they  fuppofe  the  Supreme  Being  tO'  have  im- 
pregnated a  rock,  which  brought  forth  the  year ;  which  daugb- 
ter,  embraced  by  the  father^  produced  the  thirteen  months ; 
which,  in  conjundion  with  eaeh  oiber,,  produced  the  days.  Ii» 
fbe  fame  manner  were  the  ftars  and  all  the  other  objefls  of  na- 
ture created,  fo  that  the  idea  of  generation  runs  through  the 
whole,  an  idea  imprefted  with  peculiar  force  on  the  imagination 
of  thefc  Indians,  who  of  all  men  are  particularly  the  moft  ad^ 
diftcd  to  the  fcxual  plcafurcs.  They  bclieVc  the  exlftencc  of 
the  foul  after  death,  and  of  a  greater  or  Icfs  degree  of  happi- 
nefs  to  be  then  enjoyed  v  but  they  are  faid  to  have  no  concept 
tlon  of  a  ftate  of  puni(hment  or  reward  hereafter.^  The  fhare 
of  bappinefs  in  a  future  life,  they  imagine,  will  be  proportioned 
not  to  the  merit  but  to  the  rank  of  individuafs ;  the  nobles  en-' 
joying  the  firft  diftindion  of  felicity,  while  their  vailals  and 
villeins  muft  be  fatisfied,  even  in  tlie  region  of  fpirits,  with  a 
fubordinate  lot.    This  religious  tenet  is  evidently  derived  from 
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theo*  political  ufages.  The  priefthood,  is  in  many  ancient  A.  D. 
countries,  is  hereditary.  The  priefts  are  profefledly  the  men  of  ^1^9' 
fcience,  but  their  knowledge  is  altogether  frivolous^  confi{Ving 
in  being  con^erfant  in  the  names  and  rank  of  the  fubordinate 
iUvinities,  and  the  opinions  concerning  the  origin  of  the  uni« 
vcrfc,  handed  down  from  one  generation  to  another,  by  rcai 
tradition^  in  detached  fentences,  and  in  a  phrafeology  unintelli- 
gible to  thofc  who  do  not  belong  to  the  facrcd  families. 

The  generai  manners  andcharaAerof  the  peojile  are  fach  aa 
naturally  refult  frocn  the  limited  ftate  of  (bciety  in  which  they 
livci  and  the  faint  gradations  of  improvement  to  which  they 
have  attained.  Their  paflions,  like  thofe  of  children,  are  tIo* 
lent,  but  tranfitory.  They  pafe  fuddealy,  yet  without  any  ap* 
parent  caufe,  from  an  eicefs  of  grief  to  the  transports  of  joy. 
Their  propenfity  to  particular,  friendfhips,  like  that  of  all  rude 
people,  is  ftrong ;  and  thetr  fidelity  inviolable.  When  the  Eng- 
li(h  viiited  them  for  the  fecond  time,  every  Indian  chofe  hit 
friend  With  a  diipofition  naturally  generous,  they  difcovered 
a  lingular  propenGty  to  theft.  Of  this  thete  are  innumerable 
examples  in  ail  the  accounts  which  are  reiaced  of  them.  But 
perhaps  it  has  not  been  fufficiently  attended  to,  that  their  indig- 
nation to  this  vice  might  depend  lefs  on  the  depravity  of  their 
moral  principles,  than  on  their  limited  notions  of  property. 
£veh  after  they  bad  experienced  the  power  of"  their  new  vifi- 
Cants,  they  oontipued  to  pilfer  as  affiduoufly  as  before ;  an4 
perfons  who,  in  other  refpcfts,  difplayed  no  fmall  elevation  of 
charadler,  bad  a  particular  predilection  for  riches  acquired  by 
ftealth. 

Another  trait  of  their  charader,  which  had  been  in  fome 
xneafure  roiftaken  by  th«  firft  travellers  into  their  country,  is 
the  Itcentioufncfs  of  their  amours.  Mr.  de  Bougainville  and  Dr. 
Hawkefworthafiert,  that  there  were  rto  women  in  the  ifland  who 
had  the  fmalleft  pretenfions  to  chaility.  This  aflertion,  however, 
captain  Cook  difcovered  to  be  too  general.  The  women  of 
rank,  that  is,  all  the  female  nobleife,  are  not  devoid  of  honour; 
although  they  do  not  imagine  their  inferiors  ought  to  be  condem- 
ned for  yielding  to  promifcuous  love.  But,  notwith (landing  the 
^l^ception  which  the  captain  has  difcovtredj  it  muft  be  acknow- 

P  p  a  ledged, 


|op  N  A  V  A  L    H  I  S  T  O  R  Y 

A.  D.  lodged,  that  their  manners  in  this  particylar  are  focb  as  conki 
}  7^9-  fcarcely  efcape  obfervatiqn  and  ccnfurc-     When  the  Dolphin 
prU  appeared  on  the  coafti  a  great  numbef  of  women  appeared 
on  the  beach^  and  were  very  imponunate  with  the  men  in  the 
boat  to  coipe  on  fborei    They  ftripped  themfelves  naked,  and 
endeavoured  to  allure  them  by  many  wanton  geftures ;  and 
lifhen  they  found*  that  notwitbikanding  aU  their  endeavours  to 
detain  them,  the  boat  was  putting  off^  cbey  pelted  them  with 
apples  and  bananas,  jQiquting  and  (howlng  every  pol^ble  Hgn  of 
derifion  and  contempr.     After  thi$,  canoes,  with  a  number  of 
Won\en,  came  clofe  by  the  fide  of  the  fliip,  where  the  fame 
wanton  geftures  were  repeated,  A  regular  traffic  being  eftaUiih- 
ed  on  ihore,  it  was  fettled  that  a  river  iliould  feparate  the  na^ 
tives  and  the  flrangers,  and  a  few  only  of  the  formec  flioold 
erofs  at  a  time,  for  the  purpofe  of  trading.     Several  young 
%vomen  were  then  permitted  to  crofs  the  river,  who,  though 
they  were  not  averfe  to  the  granting  of  perfonal  favours,  were 
tenacious  of  making  the  moft  of  them.    An  iron  nail  was  com* 
inonly  the  price  of  beauty  ;  and  in  proponion  to  the  charms  of 
the  damfel  was  the  fize  of  the  nail  which  (he  received.     The 
men  fcrppjed  not  to  promote  this  kind  of  dealing,  for  father^ 
iknd  brothers  would  bring  their  daughters  and  lifters,  for  the 
purpofe  qf  prpftitution  to  the  failors.   When  they  prefcnted  the 
girl,  they  iliqwcd  a  ftick  of  the  fize  of  the  nail  which  was  de* 
rnanded  fpr  her,  and  he  whq  caipc  up  to  the  picq  v^as  intttled 
^o  the  merchandize. 

Froq\  tb^  pnbridlcd  Ikentipafnefs  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
ifland,  the  French  gave  it  the  name  of  the  new  Cytber^ 
When  Mr.  de  Bougainville  arrived  on  this  (bore,  he  was  recei« 
ved  with  the  fame  lafci^ious  cpmplimeot^  which  had  been  lavifK* 
ed'on  the  Englifti.  <<  It  was  very  difficult,"  fays  that  officer, 
f  <  with  fuch  feducifig  incitements,  to  keep  at  their  work  500 
<'  young  French  failor$,  who  bad  been  deprived  of  the  fight  of 
<<  women  fpr  fix  pionths.''  Ngtwichftandin^  the  erideavouh 
nfed  to  keep  the  crew  in  order,  the  captain's  cook  found  mean$ 
tp  efcape  on  ftiore.  He  had  no  fooner  fingled  out  a  fair  one, 
;han  he  was  immediately  encircled  with  a  large  party  of  natives, 
.^ho  ftripped  him  of  his  clothes  from  head  to  foot^  and  wi^l^ 
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great  tumult  and  violent  exclamations,  examined  .every  part  of  A.  D. 
his  body  very  minutely.  When  their  curiofity  had  been  fiiUy  ^1^9* 
gratified'they  reftored  his  clothes,  and  handing  the  girl  to  him, 
Cgnified  by  figns  fufficiently  expreffive,  that  fhe  was  very  much 
at  his  fervice.  But  by  this  time  the^ardour  of  (he  Frenchman 
had  fubfided,  and  every  tumultuous  paffion  was  abforbed  in  that 
of  fear.  He  intreated  them,  as  the  only  favour  they  could  be^ 
flow,  to  convey  him  on  board,  and  he  reached  the  ihip  more 
ilead  than  alive. 

When  captain  Cook  lay  off  this  fhorr,  the  women  of  Gear 
heite  had  fo  totally  divefted  themfelves  of  all  apprehenfioos  of 
ill  treatment  from  the  £nglilh  failors,  that  great  numbers  of  the 
lower  clafs  remained  on  board  the  (hip,  alfter  the  numerous 
tribe  of  vifitants  had  returned  on  ihore  in  the  evening.  They 
ventured,  without  fcruple,  to  pafs  the  night  on  board,  having 
ftudied  the  difpofition  of  Britiih  feamen  fo  well  as  to  know  that 
they  ran  no  riik  by  confiding  in  them,  but,  on  the  contrary^ 
might  make  fure  of  every  bead,  nail  and  hatchet  that  their  lovera 
could  roufter.  The  evening,  therefore,  was  aa  completely  de^ 
dicated  to  mirth  and  pleafure,  as  if  the  ihip  had  been  at  Spit-r 
bead  inftead  of  Otaheite,  Before  it  was  perfedly  dark  the 
fvomen  aileixibled  on  the  forecaflle>  and  one  of  theco  blowing 
a  flute  with  her  noftrils,  all  of  them  danced  a  variety  of  dancer 
ufual  in  their  country,  moft  of  which  were  little  coniifteot  with 
European  ideas  of  delicacy.  Even  the  better  fort  are  not  entire* 
Jy  exempted  from  the  national  weaknefs.  A  chief  named  O-vtai 
came  on  board,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  two  fifters  ^  one 
pf  whom,  named  Morarai,  was  a  moft  graceful  figure,  with  the 
xnoft  delicate  and  beautiful  contours  of  the  hands  and  all  above 
the  zone  y  an  inefiable  fmile  fat  on  her  countenance ;  her  admi* 
ration  at  feeing  the  new  objefls  aboard  the  ihip  difplayed  itfelf 
in  the  livelieft  exprefiions ;  nor  was  (he  fatisfied  with  looking 
round  the  decks,  but  defcended  into  the  officers  cabins,  attend- 
ed by  a  gentleman  of  the  (hip.  Having  curioufly  examined 
every  pari,  Morarai  took  a  particular  fancy  to  a  pair  of  (heets 
whichf  (he  faw  fpread  on  one  of  the  beds,  and  made  a  number 
pf  fruitlefs  attempts  to  obtain  them  from  her  conduAor,  to 
whom  they  belonged.    He  propofcd  a  (pecia)  favour  as  tbe 
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A.  D.  condition.     She  hefitated  fomc  timc»  and  at  laft,  with  iceming 
1769.  reluftancei  confented.     But  whea  the  yielding  nymph   was 
about  to  funrenderi  the  fliip  firuck  Tiolently  on  the  reef,  and  the 
afirighted  lorer,  more  fenGble  co  danger  than  to  his  fair  oatftrcfs, 
quitted  her  unrifled  charms,  and  flew  upon  deck.     Repented 
fhrieks  made  the  condition  of  the  fliip  more  alarming;  every 
pcrfon  on  board  exerted  himfelf  to  the  utmoft  on  this  emergen^ 
cy  (  at  length  they  brought  her  again  to  float*    When  the  dan* 
ger  was  over,  the  officer  bethought  himfelf  of  his  abandoned 
fair  one ;  but  on  Tifitmg  his  cabin  he  found  her  gone,  and  his 
bed  ftripped  of  its  (beets.    Morarai,  however,  had  conduced 
the  theft  with  fuch  dexterity,  as  would  have  rendered  it  not  on- 
ly excuiable  but  praife-wortby  among  the  Spartans ;  having  ap* 
peared  on  deck,  and  continued  a  confidemble  time,  without  ex* 
citing  %iny  miftruft  of  her  acquifition.     Four  days  after  this  ad- 
venture, the  fame  officer,  accompanied  by  feveral  others,  ftroU 
ling  about  the  country,  came  to  the  fpoi  where  O-tai  and  his 
fair  fifter  refided.   He  thought  it  to  no  porpofe  to  inquire  after 
his  loflr  bed  linen,  but  chofe  rather  to  tviiew  his  felicitations  to 
the  lady.  Beads^  nails  and  various  trifles  were  prefcnted  to  her, 
which  (he  readily  accepted,  but  remained  inflexible  to  the  paf- 
fionate  addrefles  of  her  lover.     She  was  already  in  poflcfiion  of 
the  flieets,  which  were  the  only  wealth  of  fufBcient  value  in  her 
eyes  to  induce  her  to  admit  the  tranfient  embraces  of  a  ftranger; 
though  (he  was  accufed  by  her  countrywomen  of  admitting  tow- 
taws,  or  men  of  the  loweft  rank,  to  her  bed  at  night ;  and 
thus  impo(ing  on  her  brother,  who  would  have  been  highly  of- 
fended  at  the  proftiiution,  nor  of  her  pcrfbn,  but  of  her  dig- 
nity. 

Though  it  be  evident  that  the  general  charaftcr  of  the  natives 
of  Otahcite  is  extremely  deficient  in  point  of  modefty,  yet  ma* 
ny  of  their  cuftoms,  perhaps^  are  more  immodeft  in  appearatrcc 
than  in  reality.  Tiie  ofuai  way  of  exprefling  their  refpefi  to 
ftrangers  is  by  uncovering  themfelves  to  the  middle ;  and  a  ce- 
remony of  a  fimiiar  kind,  but  exprefllve  only  of  refpefl,  was 
tifed  by  Oorattao,  a  woman  of  rank,  who  vi(ited  Mr.  Banks; 
After  laying  down  feveral  plamain  leaves,  a  man  brought  a 
large  bundle  of  cloth^  of  thp  ipanufa£lure  of  that  coutKry, 
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'Sifixitli  having  opened,  be  fpread  it  piece  b^  piece  upon  xht  A.  D« 
groundi  in  the  fp^e  between  Mr.  Banks  and  his  vifitants*  ^7^ 
There  were  in  all  nine  piecesi  but  having  fpread  three  pieces 
one  upon  another,  the  lady  came  forward^  and  ftepping  upon 
them,  took  up  her  garments  all  round  her  to  the  waift ;  (he 
then  turned  about  three  times  with  great  compofure  and  deli^ 
beration^  and  with  an  air  of  perfe£l  innocence  and  fimplicity', 
which  having  done,  ihe  dropped  the  veil :  when  other  three 
pieces  were  fpread,  (he  repeated  the  fame  ceremony ;  and  fo  the 
third  time,  when  the  laft  three  pieces  were  laid  out;  after 
which  the  cloth  was  again  rolled  up,  and  delivered  to  Mr* 
Banks,  as  ,a  prefent  from  the  lady,  who,  with  her  attending 
friend,  came  up,  faluted  him,  and  received  fuch  prcfcms  in  re** 
turn  as  he  thought  proper  to  offer  them.  Examples  of  this  kind 
would  lead  us  to  believe,  that  the  indecency  of  the  natives  of 
Otahehe,  like  that  of  moft  nations  who  have  made  fmall  ad** 
vancements  in  the  arts  of  focial  life,  proceeds  lefs  from  a  natu<* 
til  propenfity  to  voluptuous  excefs,  than  from  their  imperfeft 
notions  of  propriety.  As  what  has  appeared  in  them  a  ftrong 
inclination  to  the  vice  of  dealing,  arifes,  probably  in  fome  de« 
gree,  from  their  limited  ideas  of  property,  fo  the  apparent  li-« 
centioufnefs  of  their  manners,  with  regard  to  the  fair  fex,  may 
proceed  from  a  want  of  thofe  cultivated  notions  of  delicacy 
which  prevail  in  polilhed  countries.  They  fee  nothing  indecent 
in  the  unreferved  intercourfe  of  the  fcxes ;  among  them  Venus 
is  the  goddefs  of  hofpitality  -,  her  worfhip  is  celebrated  without 
myftery  *,  and  every  pafikm  is  grati6ed  before  tritneflcs,  without 
any  more  figns  of  fliame,  than  appears  in  other  countries  when 
people  aiTociate  at  a  meal.  Yet  it  muft  not  be  diiTembled,  that 
feme  of  their  cuftoms  difcover  a  certain  refinement  in  (enfuat 
pleafure,  which  is  the  charafleriflic  of  a  degree  of  depravity 
that  could  hardly  be  expcfted  in  their  fimple  (late  *. 

We  return  from  this  digreOton,  in  which  we  have  endeavour- 
ed to  reduce  into  a  fmall  compafs  the  various  accounts  of  Wai- 
lis.  Cook,  Foftcr,  and  Bougainville,  concerning  the  manners 
and  chara£ler  of  a  people,  whofe  difcovery  is  one  of  the  moft 

•  UtwkeCw.  U.  lis.    BoogaiaviUc,  ajo,  &c, 
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A.  D.  briUtatit  that  has  been  made  bj  modem  naTigatton.  The  iflabcf; 

>  7^9*  indeed,  ia  more  interefting  to  the  philofopher  than  to  the  mcr^ 
chant,  as  it  produces  nothing  that  can  he  converted  into  an  arti* 
cle  of  diftant  traffic,  and  cati  be  afeful  only  in  affording  rdEreffa-* 
inents  to  (hipping^  in  their  voyages  through  thofefeas;  Captain 
Cook  took  his  leave  of  Otaheite  the  t3th  of  July,  1769,  ha- 
ving  carried  with  him  Tupia,  one  of  the  natives^  who  infbraicd 
him  that  four  of  the  neighbouring  iflands  lay  at  the  diftance  of 
lefs  than  two  days  fail.  The  names  of  thefe  were  Ulietea,  Hfa- 
heine,  Otaha,  and  Bolabola.     The  firft  is  about  twenty*one 
leagues  in  circuit.     Its  produftions  are  the  fame  as  thdfe  of  O- 
taheite,  nor  is  there  any  thing  to  diftinguifh  the  appearance  and 
manners  of  its  inhabitants  from  thofe  of  that  ifland.    The  fame 
may  be  faid  of  the  other  thfee,  as  well  as  of  the  fmall  ifiands 
of  Tubal  and  Maurua;  to  all  of  which,  as  they  lie  contiguous 
to  each  other,  captain  Cook  gave  the  name  of  the  Society 
lilands,  but  did  not  think  it  ncceflary  to  diftingui(h  them  fepa- 
rately  by  any  other  names,  than  thofe  by  which  they  are  known 
to  the  natives.    They  are  fituated  between  the  latitudes  of  16 
degrees  10  minutes,  and  10  degrees  55  minutes  foutb,  and  be- 
tween the  longitudes  of  150  degrees  17  minutes,  and  152  de- 
grees weft,  from  the  meridian  of  Greenwich.     Ulietea  and  0« 
taha  lie  at  the  diftance  of  two  miles  from  each  other,  and  are 
both  inclofed  within  one  reef  of  coral  rocks,  fb  that  there  is 
no  paftjge  for  fliipping  between  them.     Ulietea  affords  a  great 
many  good  harbours  both  on  the  eaft  and  weft  fide ;  the  en- 
trances into  them^  indeed,  are  but  narrow  ;  but  when  a  (hip  is 
once  in,  nothing  can  hurt  her.     The  northermofti  on  the  weft 
fide,  in  tvhich  the  fiiip  by,  is  called  Ohamaneno ;  the  channel 
leading  into  it  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide^  and  lies  be* 
'tween  two  low  fandy  iilands.     This  harbour,  though  fmall,  is 
preferable  to  the  other?,  becaufe  ic  is  fituated  in  the  moft  fertile 
part  of  the  ifland,  and  where  frcfli  water  is  eafily  to  be  got. 
Otaha  alfo  affords  two  good  harbours,  one  on  the  eaft  fide  and 
the  other  on  the  weft.     The  ifland  of  Bolabola  lies  north-weft 
and  by  weft  from  Otaha,  diftant  about  four  leagues.     It  is  fur- 
rounded  by  a  reef  of  rocks,  and  fcveral  fmall  iflands,  in  com- 
pafs  together  about  eight  leagues*    This  ifland  is  rendered  re- 
markable 
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ixiarkable  by  a  high  craggy  hxD,  which  appears  to  be  almoft  A.  D. 
perpendicular,  and  ttrmitiates  at  the  top  in  two  peaks^  one  ^  7^9* 
-  higher  than  the  other.    The  captain  did  not  iake  time  to  exa- 
mine the  harbours,  but  anderftood  that  Bolabola  is  not  deficient 
in  this  particohr.    The  ifland  of  Houaheine  is  ficuated  in  the 
latitude  of  1 6  degrees  43  minutes  fouth,  and  longitude  150  de- 
^reei^  $2  minutes  weil,  diftant  from  Otahette  about  thirty-one 
leagues^  and  about  fevexi  leagues  in  compafs.    The  harbour, 
iwhich  18  called  by  the  natives  Owalle,  ties  on  the  weft  fide, 
tinder  the  northernmoft  high  land.  The  climate  is  more  forward 
than  that  of  Otabeite,  and  the  country  abounds  with  provifions. 
The  inhabitants  of  all  thcfe  iflands  treated  the  English  with  the 
inoft  courteous  hofpitality  ;  and  teilified  great  forrow  at  thede- 
)parture  of  their  guefts,  which,  however,  did  not  take  place  till 
captain  Coo)t  had,  with  the  ufual  formality,  taken  pofieffion  of 
their  territories  in  the  name  of  hh  msjefty  King,  George. 

The  captain  left  thcfe  fhores  the  9th  of  Auguft,  ij6gt  and 
met  with  nothing  remarkable  in  his  courfc  till  the  13th  about 
noon,  when  he  faw  land  bearing  fouth-eaft,  which  Tupia  told 
him  Was  an  ifland  called  Oheteroa.  It  is  fituated  in  the  latitude 
-of  22  degrees  27  minutes  fouth,  and  in  the  longitude  of  150 
degrees  47  minutes  weft^  about  thirteen  miles  in  circuity  and 
the  land  rather  high  than  low,  but  neither  populous  nor  fertile 
in  proportion  to  the  other  illands  which  had  been  difcovered  in 
thofe  feas.  The  chief  produce  feems  to  be  a  tree  of  which  they 
make  their  weapons,  called  in  their  language  Etoa ;  many  plan- 
cations  of  it  were  ieen  along  the  (hore,  which  is  not  furrounded, 
like  the  neighbouring  iflands,  by  a  reef.  The  fliip,  or  boats, 
made  the  whole  circuit  of  Oheteroa,  and  found  there  was  nei- 
ther harbour  nor  anchorage  about  it ;  and  the  hoftile  difpofition 
of  the  natives  rendering  it  impoffiblc  to  land  without  bloodflicd, 
the  captain  determined  not  to  attempt  it,  having  no  mofrve 
that  could  judify  the  rifk  of  life, 

Tupia  mentioned  fevcral  iflands  lying  at  different  diftancet 
«nd  in  different  directions  from  this,  between  the  fouth  and  the 
north-wefl;  and  that,  at  the  diftance  of  three  days  fail,  there 
was  an  ifland  called  Mai^coa,  or  Bird  Ifland.  But  fo  many  dif- 
coveries  of  this  kind  had  already  been  made,  that  the  captain 
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A.  D*  purpofed  to  fpcnd  no  more  time  in  fearch  of  iflands,  onlj  in  ez- 
I769.amir«ing  thofc  which  he  happened  to  fall  in  with  during  his 
coorfei  arnd  to  proceed  foothward  in  fearch  of  a  continent. 
After  a  navigation  of  aboTe  fix  weeks  land  was  difcovered, 
which  became  the  fubjefkof  much  eager  converiationy  it  being  gc- 
nerallf  believed  to  be  the  Terra  Aujiralis  IncegmtM.  It  was  indeed 
the  coaft  of  New  Zealand^  which^  ever  fince  it  had  been  dif- 
covered  by  the  Dutch  navigator  Tafman,  in  1642,  has  palled 
with  moft  geographers  for  a  part  of  the  great  (buthem  conci- 
nent.   But  captain  Cook  difcovered  that  New  21ealaad  confided 
of  two  iflands,  divided  by  a  Streight  which  is  called  after  his 
name,  and  fituated  between  the  latitudes  of  34  degrees  22  mt- 
niites  and  47  degrees  25  minutes  foutb|  and  between  the  loogi^ 
tudes  of  i66  degrees  and  180  degrees  ead.    This  indefatigable 
navigator  employed  almoft  fix  months  in  fully  exploring  the 
coafts  of  both  iflands,  of  which   he  diftinguifhed  the  fevcral 
baysy  risers,  capes,  &c.  by  particular  names.     The  BtQl  place 
where  he  anchored,  on  the  northernmofl  iiland^  he  called  Po- 
verty Bay,  becaufe  he  found  in  it  no  refrefhments,  nojrany  thing 
except  wood  necefiary  for  a  ihip.     From  hence  he  proceeded 
foutliward  almofl:  to  the  forty-firft  degree  of  latitude  ^  and  then 
reverfiug  his  courfe,  failed  to  the  north-eaftem  point  of  land, 
and  the  broadeft  part  of  the  whole  ifland.     He  afterwards  an- 
chored in  a  port,  fituated  in  latitude  56  degrees  54  minutes  footh, 
and  in  longitude  184  degrees  4  minutes  weft,  which,  as  be  here 
made  an  obfervation  of  the  tranfit  pf  Mercury  over  the  fun,  he 
called  Mercury  Bay.     The  river  which  empties  itfelf  into  the 
head  of  this  bay  he  called  the  Thames,  on  account  of  its  re- 
femblance  to  the  £ngK(h  river  of  that  name.  The  banks  of  this 
river  are  ireprefented  as  the  moft  eligible  place  in  thofe  iflands 
for  fettling  a  colony.     More  to  the  north-weft  is  the  Bay  of 
Iflands,  fo  named  from  the  great  number  of  little  iilands  that 
line  its  (hores,  forming  feveral  harbours  eijually  fafe  and  com- 
modious, where  there  is  depth  and  room  for  any  nt^mber  of 
ihipping.     Captain  Cook,  in  doubling  the  northern  extremity 
of  New  Zealand,  met  with  a  gale  of  wind^  which,  for  its 
ftreqgth  and  continuance  was  fuch  as  he  had  never  experienced 
before.     He  was  three  weeks  in  making  ten  leagues^  and  five 

weeks 
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-w^eks  in  making  fifty.  Havihg  doubled  this  cape  he  proceeded  A.  D. 
along  the  wcftcrn  Ihore,  which  is  extremely  barren,  confifting  17^9. 
<xf  banks  of  white  fand,  and  which  he  therefore  called  the  De- 
fcrt  Coaft.     The  fouthern  part  of  this  coaft  bends  towards  the 
iveft,  and  is  diflinguifhed  by  a  remarkably  high  peak  of  a  moft 
majeflic  appearance,  covered  with  perennial  fnow.     Tliis  peak, 
mrhich  received  tiie  name  of  Mount  Egmont,  is  furrounded  by  a 
fiat  country  of  a  pleafant  appearance,  cloathcd  with  wood  and 
verdure.     Having  coafled  this  (hore,  the  captain  entered  tho 
Streight  which  divides  the  northern  from  the  fouthern  ifland. 
The  latter  underwent  a  very  accurate  furvey.     On  the  eaftern 
coad  he  difcovered  a  fmall  iiland  of  a  circular  form,  in  the  lati- 
tude of  43  degrees  44  minutes  fouth,  which  he  called  Banks's 
Itland.     Proceeding  fouthward  he  found  the  extremity  of  the 
land  almoft  feparated  from  the  reft,  it  being  joined  by  a  long 
and  narrow  ifthmus.     The  fouth-eaft  fide  is  of  very  dangerous 
navigation,  on  account  of  the  ridges  of  rocks  which  rife  for 
many  leagues  out  of  the  fea.  But  the  weftern  extremity  affbrdf 
a  commodious  bay,  with  many  harbours  and  coves  icattered  on 
different  parw  of  it,  where  good  anchorage  may  be  found.     On 
the  (hore,  the  foil  is  a  deep  black  mold,  formed  of  decayed  ve- 
getables.    The  trees  gradually  diminifh  in  height  and  circumfe- 
rence, in  receding  from  the  (hore,  contrary  to  what  is  obferved 
in  other  parts  of  the  world.     The  captain  having  left  the  above 
mentioned  bay,  (which  he  called  Dujky  Bay)^  proceeded  along 
the  weflern  coaft,  and  entered  Cook's  Streights  by  the  fouth- 
weft  point  of  land,  behind  which  he  andiored  in  a  fine  har- 
bour, which  he  named  Admiralty  Bay.     A  little  more  to  the 
eaftward  is  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound,  the  entrance  of  which 
lies  in  latitude  41  degrees  fouth,  longitude  175  degrees  25  mi- 
nutes eaft.  This  found  is  three  leagues  broad  at  its  month,  and 
contains  a  colleftion  of  the  fineft  harbours  in  the  wt)rld.  There 
are  a  great  number  of  fmall  iflands  lying  at  the  entrance,  and 
the  land  about  it  is  fo  high  as  to  be  feen  at  the  diftance  of  twen* 
ty  leagues.     Here  the  failors  caught  near  three  hundred  weight 
of  fiQi,  and  found  wood  and  water  in  abundance.    The  captain 
in'dercd  the  water^caiks  to  be  filled  in  this  neighbourhood,  and 
prepared  to  leave  New  Zealand  on  the  30th  of  March,  having 

Q^q  2  cirquii\- 
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A.  D.  circumnavigated  the  whole  coaft,  aod  made  frcqueot  excurGocu 

1769.  ioto  the  interior  parts  of  the  country. 

Thcfc  iQands  produce  no  quadrupeds  but  dogs  and  rats; 
there  are  few  fpecies  of  birds,  and  of  thofc  none,  except  per- 
haps the  gannet,  is  the  fame  with  ;holc  of  Europe.     For  this 
fcarcity  of  animals  upon  the  land,  the  fea  makes  an  abundaot 
recompence  \  every  erect  fwarming  with  fi/li,  equally  whole- 
fome  and  delicious.     The  fliip  fcldom  anchored  in  smy  ilation, 
Or  with  a  liglit  gale  pafTcd  any  place,  which  did  not  afford 
enough  of  fiih  with  hook  and  line  to  ferve  the  whole  (hip's 
company  J  the  fcine  feldom  failed  of  prod\icing  a  ftil{  more 
ample  fupply  -,  and  the  variety  of  fpecies  was  equal  tp  the  plen- 
ty.  There  are  oiackarel  of  inany  kinds,  one  of  which  is  exa£tiy 
the  fame  as  we  have  in  England ;  and  the  other  fpecies  of  filh 
ynknown  to  the  European  ieas,  were  di(linguinted  by  the  naanes 
of  thofe  kinds  to  which  they  bear  the  neare(l  refemblance,  and 
fhey  do  honour  to  the  comparifon.     Among  the  vegetable  pro- 
ductions of  New  Zealand,  the  trees  claim  a  principal  place ; 
there  being  forefls  of  vait  extent,  full  of  the  ibraighteft,  the 
dcancft,  and  the  largeft  timber,  any  where  to  be  fecn.     The 
trees  here,  however,  are  too  hard  and  too  heavy  to  he  made 
into  marts ;  but  for  every  other  purpofe  they  fccm  to  be  exceed- 
ingly fit,  on  account  of  their  Hzc,  their  grain,  and  their  appa- 
rent durability.     There  arc  few  eatable  vegetables  in  New  Zea- 
land, except  wild  celery,  and  a  kind  of  crefTes,  which  grow 
in  great  abundance  upon  all  parts  of  the  fca-fliorc.     Of  the  cf- 
culent  plants  r.iired  by  cultivation,  there  are  only  yams,  fwcct 
potatoes,  and  cocoas.     Gourds  are  cultivated  by  the  natives  for 
the  fake  of  the  fruit,  which  fumilhes  them  with  veffels  for  va- 
rious ufcs.     There  is  a  plant  that  ferves  the  inhabitants  inrtead 
of  hemp  and  (lax,  which  excels  all  that  arc  put  to  the  fame 
purpofes  in  other  countries.     Of  this  plant  there  a^c  two  forts; 
the  leaves  of  both  refemble  thofc  of  Hags,  bi;t  their  flowers 
are  fmaller,  and  their  clutlers  more  numerous ;  on  one  kind 
ilicy  arc  yellow,  on  tlic  other  a  deep  red.     Of  the  leaves  of 
tbefc  plants,  with  very  little  preparation,  they  make  all  their 
con^mon  apparel,  as  well  as  their  firings,  lines  and  cordage  for 
every  purpolb,  which  are  fo  much  ilrjoger  than  any  thing  we. 

can 
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cao  make  with  kcinp»  that  they  will  oot  bear  a  comparlTon.  A.  D« 
Of  the  leaves  of  this  plapt,  without  any  other  preparation  tlian  i7^9? 
that  of  fplitting  them  into  proper  breadths,  and  tying  the  ilripes 
together,  they  make  their  fifhing  nets,  fome  of  which  are  of 
an  enormous  fise. 

Fron>  the  populoufnefs  of  the  fea-coafts,  it  was  at  firft  ima<*. 
gined,  that  the  natives  of  New  Zealand  were  extremely  nume*. 
rous.    But  it  was  afterwards  found,  that  the  interior  parts  were 
intirely  deftitute  of  inhabitants,  or  very  thinly  peopled ;  for  the 
principal  food  of  the  New  Zealanders  conflfting  in  fiih,  they* 
are  afraid  to  remove  to  9  great  di(Vance  from  the  chief  fource  of 
their  fubfidence.     The  fle(h  of  dogs,  and  the  few  vegetables 
above-mentioned  are  the  only  fuccedancum  they  have  to  fupport 
life;  fo  that  when  the  dry  ftock  fi^ls  in  the  feafon  when  few  fifh 
are  caught,  the  diflrefs  is  dreadful ;  and  this  calamity,  which  too 
often  happens,  accounts  for  9  practice  prevalent  in  New  Zea* 
land  of  fortifying  every  village  with  the  utmoft  care,  and  the. 
horrid  cudom  of  eating  thofe  who  are  killed  in  battle.    The 
J»Icw  Zealanders  rather  exceed  the  European  fizci  areftout, 
well  limbed  and  fleihyi  exceedingly  active  and  vigorous;  and. 
difcovcr  great  manual  dexterity  in  all  the  arts  to  which  they  ap« 
ply.     Their  colour  refembles  the  brown  hue  of  the  Spaniards  ; 
the  women  have  not  a  feminine  delicacy  in  their  appearance^ 
but  their  voice  is  remarkably  foft;  and  by  this  they  are  princi- 
pally diftinguilhed,  the  drefs  of  both  fexes  being  the  fame.  This 
drefs  is  to  a  ftranger  the  mofl:  uncouth  that  can  be  imagined. 
)c  is  made  pf  the  leaves  of  the  hemp  plant,  fplit  into  three  or 
four  flips,  interwoven  with  each  other  into  a  kind  of  ftuff  be- 
tween netting  and  cloth,  with  all  the  ends,  which  are  eight  or 
nine  inches  long,  hanging  out  on  the  upper  fide.     Of  this  fin- 
gular  cloth  two  pieces  ferve  for  a  complete  drefs  ;  one  of  them 
is  tied  oyer  their  flioulders  with  a  ftring,  and  reaches  as  low  zs 
the  knees  -,  to  the  end  of  this  ftring  is  faflened  a  bodkin  of  bone, 
which  is  eaQly  faftened  through  any  two  parts  of  this  upper  gar- 
ment to  keep  them  together.     The  other  piece  of*  cloth,  or 
lower  garment,  is  wrapped  round  the  waift,  and  reaches  nearly 
to  the  ground.     When  they  have  only  the  upper  garment  on^ 
(for  the  lower  is  not  fo  conftantly  worn),  and  fit  upon  their 
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A*  D.  hams,   they  bear  a  refcmblance  to  a  thatched  houfc ;   but 
'7^9-  however  ugly  their  drefs,  it  is  a  proper  defence  againft  the  in- 
clemencies of  the  weather  to  men  who  often  {leep  in  the  open 
air. 

Tbefe  people  being  inured  to  war,  iind  accudomed  to  conC- 
der  every  ftranger  as  an  enemy,  were  always  difpofcd  to  attack 
the  £ngli(h  until  they  were  intimidated  by  their  manifcft  faperi- 
ority.  But  when  they  were  convinced  of  the  power  of  fire- 
arms, and  obferved  the  clemency  of  their  enemies  in  forbearing 
fo  make  ufe  of  thefe  dreadful  weapons,  except  in  their  own  de- 
fence, they  became  at  once  friendly  and  affedtionate ;  and  when 
an  intercourfe  was  eftablifiied,  were  rarely  dcteAed  in  any  aft 
of  difhonefty.  They  excel  the  inhabitants  of  Otaheitc  as  much 
in  modefly,  as  they  fall  (hort  ^f  them  in  the  cleanlinefs  of  their 
perfons,  and  the  convenience  of  their  habitations.  The  women, 
however,  were  not  impregnable ;  but  the  terms  and  manner  of 
compliance  were  as  decent  as  thofe  in  marriage  among  us,  and 
according  to  their  notions,  the  agreement  was  as  innocent.  The 
confent  of  friends  was  neceflary  to  obtain  the  pcrfonal  favours 
of  a  young  woman,  and  by  the  influence  of  a  proper  prcfcnt 
this  confent  might  generally  be  obtained. 

The  ingenuity  of  thefe  people  appears  principally  in  the  con- 
ftruftion  and  management  of  their  canoes,  and  in  whatever  re- 
lates to  war  or  fifliing.  The  larger  canoes  are  68  feet  long,  5 
feet  broad,  and  3  and  a  half  feet  deep ;  each  fide  confiding  of* 
one  intire  plank  63  feet  long,  fitted  and  lafhed  to  the  bottom 
with  great  dexterity  and  ftrength.  They  have  no  dcfenfivc 
armour ;  although  they  have  a  great  variety  of  thofe  which  are 
fitted  for  dcftruftion.  The  principal  of  thefe  sre  fpcars,  darts, 
battle-axes,  and  the  patoo-patoo,  which  is  fiftcncd  to  their 
wrifts  by  a  ftrong  ftrap,  left  it  fliould  be  wrenched  from  them, 
and  which  the  principal  people  generally  wear  fticking  to  their 
girdles,  confidering  it  as  a  military  ornament,  and  part  of  their 
drefs,  like  the  poniard  of  the  Afiatic,  and  the  fword  of  the 
European.  Tillage,  weaving,  and  the  other  arts  of  peace  fecm 
to  be  beft  known  and  moft:  praftifed  in  the  northern  part  of  this 
country.  They  have  an  inftrument  which  ferves  at  once  for 
fpadc  ^nd  plough.     The  ground  is  rendered  as  fmooth  as  in  a 
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garden,  and  every  root  has  its  fmall  hillock,  ranged  in  a  regular  A.  D. 
quincunx  by  lines,  which  were  feen  with  the  pegs  remaining  in  ^77^* 
the  ground,  llie  religion,  government  and  language  of  the 
New  Zealanders  bear  a  remarkable  refemblance  to  thofe  of  4)ie 
natives  of  Otaheite.  Tupia  underftood  their  difcourfe,  and  was 
perfeAly  underftood  by  them.  This  fimilarity  of  dialogue  proves 
a  common  origin  j  but  which  of  the  two  countries  was  firft 
peopled }  whether  they  were  peopled  from  one  another,  or  both 
from  fome  more  ancient  mother-land ;  and  what  this  land  is-^ 
are  queftions  which  in  all  probability  will  never  be  refolved. 

Captain  Cook  failed  from  New  Zealand  the  31ft  of  March, 
17  70,  and  made  the  coaft  of  New  Holland  the  19th  of  April* 
It  was  in  latitude  37  degrees  58  minutes  fouth,  and  longitude 
210  degrees  39  minutes  weft,  when  be  firft  difcovered  land. 
The  ibuthernmoft  point  of  land  in  fight  at  this  time  was  judged 
to  lie  in  latitude  38  degrees,  longitude  21 1  degrees  7  minutes, 
beyond  which,  although  the  weather  was  very  clear,  nothing 
could  be  obferved.  The  great  body  of  Van  Diemen's  land, 
however,  ought,  according  to  the  maps,  to  have  borne  due 
fouth  ;  but  the  captain  not  having  feen  it,  does  not  determine 
whether  it  joins  the  point  now  difcovered  or  not.  Standing  to 
the  northward  he  obfcrved  a  bay,  which  feemed  to  be  well  fhel- 
tered  from  all  winds,  and  into  which  he  determined  to  go  with 
the  ihip.  There  he  anchored  in  the  afternoon  under  the  fouth 
ihore,  about  two  miles  witbin  the  entrance,  in  fix  fathom  wa- 
ter, the  fouth  point  bearing  fouth-eaft,  and  the  iK>rth  point  eaft. 
This  place  was  a-breaft  of  a  fmall  village  conCfting  of  about 
fix  or  eight  houfes ;  and  while  the  failors  were  preparing  to 
hoift  out  the  boat,  they  faw  an  old  woman,  followed  by  three 
children,  come  out  of  a  wood.  She  was  loaded  with  fire* 
wood,  and  each  of  the  children  had  alfoits  little  burden.  She 
often  looked  at  the  ihip,  but  exprefied  neither  fear  nor  furprife. 
Some  canoes  returned  from  the  fifliing;  the  men  landed,  and 
the  old  woman  having  kindled  a  fire,  they  began  to  drefs  their 
dinner,  to  all  appearsince  wholly  unconcerned  about  the  fliip. 
They  were  all  ftark  naked,  the  woman  herfelf  being  deft^tuie 
even  of  a  fig  leaf.  It  was  natural  to  imagine  that  tbefe  favages^ 
who  fecm^d  tO'pay  no  regard  to  the  fli'.p's  coming  into  the  bay, 

would 
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A.  D.  would  have  paid  as  little  attention  to  the  people's  coming  on 
'>77^*  fhore.    Bat  at  Toon  as  the  boat  approached  the  rock$»  two  of 
the  men  came  down  upon  them  to  defend  their  coaft,  and  the 
rfcft  fan  away.    Each  of  the  two  champions  was  armed  with  a 
lance  about  ten  feet  long,  and  a  ihort  ftick»  which  he  ieemed 
to  handle  as  if  it  was  a  machme  to  affift  htm  in  throwing  his 
lance.  They  called  out  in  a  loud  harfli  tone,  and  in  a  language 
which  none  of  thofe  in .  the  boat,  although  Tnpia  was  of  the 
party,  midcrftood  a  fingle  word.    The  courage  of  thcfc  Indil 
ans  was  remarkable,  as  they  were  hut  two  againft  forty  in  the 
'boat ;  which  the  captain  ordered  to  lie  on  her  oars,  while  he 
endeavoured  to  obtain  the  good-will  of  his  opponents  by  throw* 
ihg  them  nails,  beads,  and  other  trifles,  which  they  took  op, 
"and  feemed  to  be  well  pleafed  wkb.     When  he  made  figns  to 
them  that  the  fliip  wanted  water,  they  waved  with  their  hands, 
which  he  imerpreted  as  an  invitation  to  land.   But  this  was  not 
their  meaning,  for  when  the  boat  began  to  advance  they  renew- 
ed their  oppofition.     One  appeared  to  be  a  youth  of  nineteen 
or  twenty,  and  the  other  a  man  of  middle  age ;  both  of  fuck 
determined  obftinacy  that  it  was  necefiary  to  fire  a  muiket  be- 
tween them.  •  Upon  the  report  the  youngeft  dropped  a  bundle 
t>f  lances  upon  the  rock,  bm  recoUedting  himfelf  in  an  inftaot, 
he  fnatched  them  up  again  with  great  haftcf  and  th^cw  a  ftone 
at  the  boat.    A  fecond  muiket  was  fired}  which  ftruck  (be  dld- 
eft  on  the  legs,  who  immediately  ran  to  one  of  the  iKmfes  diC- 
<ant  aboQt  an  hundred  yards,  and  returned  #ith  a  ihield  er  tar- 
get for  his  defence.     A  ihird  niuiket  was  fired  before  they  be- 
took themfelves  to  ftight,  and  left  the  boat  mafter  of  the  fhore. 
Here  there  was  abundance  of  water,  and  foch  a  variety  of 
plants  that  the  captain  gave  ic  the  name  of  Botany  Bay«     It 
]ies  in  latitu  Je  34  degrees  fouth,  and  longitude  152  degrees  37 
minutes  eaft.    The  country  in  general  is  level,  low  and  woody^ 
There  are  two  kinds  of  trecs»  larger  than  the  EnglMh  oak  ; 
one  of  them  yields  a  reddilh  gum  likt/anguis  draconis^  ^d  the. 
wood  is  heavy,  hard,  and  dark  coloured.    The  woods  dbovsid 
with  birds  of  an  exquiiite  beauty,  particularly  of  the  parrot 
kind ;  and  crows  exaAly  the  fame  with  tbofc  in  England.     A«- 
bout  the  head  of  the  harbour,  where  there  are  large  flals  of 
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l&nd  aiid  miid^  there  is  great. pltoty  of  water-fowl ;  and  on  the  A*  D. 
banks themfelves  are  vaft  quantities  of  oyilers,  mufcles  and  coc*  i^^^• 
Ides,  which  feem  td  be  the  principal  fubdftence  of  the  ihhabitantib 
The  captain  having  left  this  places  where  he  could  eftablilh 
no  intercourfe  with  the  natives,  proceeded  north walrds  iii  otder 
to  examine  the  ea(^ern  coaft  of  New  Holland,  and  to  diftinguint 
by  name  the  more  remarkable  places  that  he  met  with  in  Ki» 
foyagc.  Having  pafTed  what  he  called  Hervey's  Bay,  diftin- 
guifhed  by  Mangrove  treesj  He  anchored  in  Buftard  Bayj  in  la- 
titude 24  degrees  4  minutes  fouthj  longitude  151  degrees  42  mi- 
nutes eaft.  He  gave  it  that  name  from  the  great  numbers  of  , 
birds  of  the  buftard  fpecies,  as  large  as  turkeysj^  one  of  which 
weighed  fe? enteen  pounds  and  a  half,  and  was  the  mod  delicato 
bird  that  had  been  met  with  during  the  whole  voyage.  Herd 
are  oyfters  in  great  numbers^  and  of  various  kinds;  among 
others  the  hammer  oyfter,  and  abundance  of  fmall  pearl  oyftersa 
And  captain  Cook  fays,  that  if  in  deep  tvater  there  is  equal 
plenty  of  fuch  oyfters  at  their  full  growth,  a  pearl  fifliery  might 
be  eftabliihed  to  very  great  advantage.  Proceeding  about  tWd 
degrees  farther  north,  he  anchored  again  in  Thirfty  Sounds 
From  the  great  variation  in  the  needle^  when  brought  on  fhore, 
and  from  feveral  other  obfervations  at  this  place,  it  feems  pro« 
bable  that  iron  ore  abounds  in  the  hills;  Along  the  whole  coaft 
the  fea  conceals  fhoals,  which  fuddeply  proje£l  from  the  ihorc, 
and  rocks  that  rife  abruptly  like  a  pyramid  from  the  bottom. 

OflF  Cape  Tribulaikh,  which  lies  in  latitude  16  degrees  6  mi- 
nutes fouth,  and  longitude  146  degrees  y^  minutes  ea(V^  our  in- 
trepid and  hitherto  fuCcefsful  adventurers  were  expdfed  to  tht* 
moft  imminent  danger.  On  the  loth  of  June^  at  eleven  o'clock 
at  night,  the  fliip  fuddenly  ftruck  againft  a  cdral  rock,  and  be- 
came immoveable^  except  by  the  heaving  of  the  furge^  which 
beating  her  againft  the  craggs  of  the  rock  on  which  Ihe  lay, 
caufcd  fo  violent  a  cdncuffion  that  it  was  with  the  utmoft  diffi- 
culty  any  one  on  board  could  ftand  on  his  legs.  At  the  clawa 
of  day  land  appeared  at  eight  leagues  diftance,  without  any 
ifland  in  the  intermediate  fpace  upon  which  they  might  be  fct  on 
fhore  by  the  boats,  and  afterwards-  proceed  to  the  main,  if  the 
fhip  fliould  go  to  pieces;  the  windj  however,  died  away,  till  it 
'  Vol.  IV,  Pw  r  became 
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A.  D.  became  i  dead  calm^  by  which  the  fliip  cfcaped  bftast^  tmdF 
1 77<>*  otherwife  ine? itabk^  dcllru£tion.     At  elcveti  in  the  forenoon  ir 
yms  high  trater^  but  fo  much  (horter  was  the  daj-tkle  thaa 
that  of  the  nighty  that  notwithftaoding  the  (hip  had  been  light- 
toed  near  fifty  tona,  (he  did  not  float  by  a  foot  and  a  half.  Thus 
difappoiiited)  they  proceeded  to  lighten  her  ftillowrc^by  throw- 
ing OTcrboard  every  thing  that  could  peflibly  be  fparcd.  The  wa- 
ter now  began  to  rufh  in  fo  fa(V,  that  two  pumps  could  icarcclf 
keep  her  free.  At  five  in  the  afternoon  the  tide  again  began  u> 
rife,  and  with  it  the  leak  increafed  (o  faft  that  if  was  neceflary 
ao  man  two  more  pumps,  of  which  one  only  could  be  wrought. 
Three  of  the  pumps, however,  being  kept  going,  the  (hip  righted 
at  nine  ;  but  by  thistimethe  leak  had  gained  foconiiderably,  that 
k  was  imagined  (he  muft  go  to  tke  bottom  as  foon  as  (lie  ceaied 
to  be  fupportcd  by  the  rock*  The  floating  of  the  (Iiip  therefore 
was  anticipated,  not  as  an  eameft  of  deliverance,  but  as  a  forerun- 
ner of  deftru£tioii«.  The  boats  were  not  capable  of  carrying  all 
on  fhore,  where,  fliould  any  of  the  crew  be  able  to  arrive,  their 
fate  would  be  ftiU  more  melancholy  than  that  of  thofe  who  pc- 
fifhed  in  the  fliipwreck.  Banilbed  on  a  coaft  where  even  octa 
and  fire*arms  could  fcarccly  furnifh  the  means  of  fubfiftence, 
and  poilelBng  the  means  of  noefie£laaI  de(ence  agdnft  the  na- 
tives, they  muft  fpeedily  fall  a  prey  to  indigence  or  ferocity,  or 
languifh  during  the  remainder  of  life  in  a  defolatc  wildenieis^ 
without  the  hope  of  any  domeftic  comfort,  and  cut  off  from 
the  fociety  of  men.     To  thofe  only  who  have  waited  in  fuch  a 
fufpence,  death  has  approached  in  his  wildcft  terrors.     While 
every  one  was  reading  his  own  fcnfatiottin  the  countenance  of 
his  companions  the  fliip  Ooated,  and  was  heaved  into  deep  wa- 
ter.    It  was  no  fmall  confoktron  to  find  that  (be  did  not  now 
admit  more  w-ater  than  (he  had  done  upon  the  rock*     By  the 
gaining  of  ths  leak   upon  the  pumjs  there   were  no  lefs  than 
three  feet  nine  inches  water  in  the  hold ;  and  the  men  having 
endured  exceflive  fatigue  of  body,  and  agitation*  of  mind,  for 
more  than  twenty-four  hours,  and  having  but  little  hopeof  fue- 
cceding  at  laft,  began  to  flag,  when  this  favourite  circum(buice 
again  animated  their  vigour,  and  made  them  exert  the  mod  cjt- 
traordinary  eftbrts.   But  none  of  them  could  work  at  the  pomps 
above  £ve  or  (ix  minutes  together^  and  then,  bcin^  totally  ex- 
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fioufted,  they  threw  themfelvcs  down  upon  the  deck,  tho«gh  a  A.  D. 
jlream  of  water  was  running  over  it  from  the  pumps   feveral  *77^' 
.inches  deep.    When  thofc  who  fuececded  them  had  worked 
their  fpell,  and  were  exhaafted  in  their  turn,  they  threw  thenw 
felves  down'in  the  fame  manner,  and  the  others  ftarting  up  re- 
newed their  labour.     At  clcTcn   o'clock  a  breeze  from  the  fca 
ipringing  up,  the  (hip  was  got  under  fail,  and  flood  for  the  land. 
The  cxzSt  fituation  of  the  leak  could  not  be  difoovered,  and 
therefore  it  was  impoflible   to    ftop   it   within,    and  it  was 
as  impoflible  to  continue  that  degree  of  labour,  by  which  the 
pomps  had  been  made  to  work.     In  this  iatnation  a  happy  ex- 
pedient was  adopted.     It  is  called  fothering  the  fliip,  and  is 
done  by  taking  a  large  ftudding-fail,  on  which  a  quantity  of 
oakum  and  wool  chopped    fmall  and  (nixed  together,     was 
ilitcbed  down  in  handfuls  as  lightly  as  poffible^-^Dver  this  the 
dung  of  (heep  and  other  filth  was  fpread ;  and  the  iail,  thus 
prepared^  was  hauled  under  the  (hiff  s  bottom  by  ropes,  which 
kept  it  extended.     When  it  came  under  the  leak,  the  fudlloa 
which  carried  in  the  water,  carried  in  with  it  the  oakum  and 
wool  firom  the  furface  of  the  fail,  which  in  other  parts  the  wa- 
ter was  not  fufficiently  agitated  to  wa&  off.     This  contrivance 
fucceeded  fo  happily,  that  one  pump  was  able  to  reduce  the 
water  from  the  leak:  and  fo  fufeeptible  are  mankind  of  fudden 
joy  whenever  fo  partially  relieved  from  imminent  danger,  thait 
fcarccly  greater  tranfport  could  have  been  felt,  if  they  had  bce« 
arrived  into  a  fafe  harbour,  than  this  favourable  alteration  occa* 
fioned.     At  fix  in  the  evening  the  fhip  was  brought  to  an  an* 
chor  for  the  night  in  feventeen  fathom  water,  at  the  diftaoce  of 
feven%:agaes  from  the  Aore,  and  one  from  ilie  ledge  of  rocks 
upon  which  (he  had  llruck.    The  next  morning  (he  came  to  an 
anchor  within  two  miles  of  the  fliore,  no  harbour  having  been 
difcovered.    But  the  day  following  was  moft  propitious  by  the 
discovery  of  a  harbour  to  leeward,  moft  excdlentjy  adapted  to 
the   purpoTe  for  which  it  was  wanted ;  and  what  was  no  left 
foitunate  than  remarkable,  in  the  whole  couffe  of  the  voyage 
fio  place  had  been  feen  which  would  have  aflfc^ded   the  fame 
relief  to  the  fliip  in  the  fituation  Ae  then  was.     Throe  whole 
days  intervened  before  a  favourable  witid  arofe  to  carry  theia 
imo  their  dcftined  haven,  in  which  time  thpy  foundleifurcand  in- 
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A.  t).  clipation  to  reflect,  that  there  was  nothing  but  a  locic  of  wod, 
>77?'  between  th^m  and  deftniQion.  At^^'^g^^  ^^^^^  bu^eted  adven- 
^  turers  fet  their  impatient  feet  on  land,  after  giving  the  ftrongcft 
proof  of  a  manly,  inflexible  firmnefs  \  for,  fays  captain  Cook, 
<<  Upon  this  occafion  I  muft  obfervf»  both  in  juilice  and  gra- 
f<  titude  to  the  ihip's  company  and  the  gentlemen  on  board, 
<<  that,  aUhougb  in  the  midft  of  our  diftrcfs,  everyone  fcenaed 
«  to  have  a  ]\xi\  fenfe  of  his  danger,  yet  no  paffionate  cxclama- 
*<  tions  or  frjantic  geftures  were  hc^rd  or  fcen  i  every  one   ap- 
<'  peared  to  have  the  mo(^  perfc£^  pofiefllon  of  his  mindf  and 
*<  every  one  exerted  himfelf  to  the  utmod  with  a  quiet    and 
<(  patient  perfeverance,   equally  diftant  from  the  tumultncus 
*'  voice   of  terror,  apd   the  gtoomy  -ina^ivity  of  defpair  •." 
Their  change  of  6tuation  was  now  vifible  in  every  countenance, 
for  it  was  mod  fenfibly  felt  in  every  bread.     They  had  (ailed 
•three  hundred  and  fizty  leagues,  with  a  man  continually  in  the 
chains  beavi|ig  the  lead,  which  perhaps  never  happened  to  any 
other  v^fTcl.     They  had  been  theee  months  entangled  aibong 
ihoals  and  rocl^s  that  every  moment  threatened  them  with  dc- 
Oi^o^ion ;  frequently  paCBng  the  night  at  anchor,  within  hear- 
ing of  the  furg^  that  broke  oyer  them ;  fometimes  driving  to- 
wards it  even  while  their  anchors  were  out,  and  knowing  that 
Sf  by  any  accident,  to  which  an  almoft  continual  temped  cxpq- 
fed  them,  they  fliould  npt  hojd,  every  perfon  on  board  muft 
inevitably  pcrilh. 

The  harbour  which  afforded  them  relief  in  this  extreme 
emergency,  they  named  after  their  vcflcl  EncUavour* River,  It 
lies  in  latitude  15  degrees  26  minutes  fouth,  and  its  longitude 
by  obfcrvation  is  714  degrees  42  minutes  30  feconds  weft.  It  is 
only  a  fmall  bar  harbour,  or  creek,  which  runs  in  a  winding 
channel  three  or  four  leagues  inland,  and  at  the  head  of  which 
there  is  a  fmall  brook  of  frefli  water.  There  is  not  depth  of 
water  for  (hipping  above  a  mile  within  the  bar,  and  at  this  di(^ 
tance  only  on  the  north  fide,  where  the  bank  is  fo  fteep  for  near 
a  quarter  of  a  mile,  that  a  fliip  may  lie  afloat  at  low  water,  fo 
n*ar  the  (liorc  as  to  reach  it  with  a  ftcp,  and  the  fituation  is 
extremely  convenient  for  heaving  down  ;  but   at  low  water  the 

depth  upon  the  bar  is  not  more  than  nine  or  ten  feet,  nor  more 

« 
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than  17  o**  »8  at  the  height  of  the  tide ;  the  difference  between  A,  D. 
high  and  low  water  at  fpring  tides,  being  about  9 .  feet.  At  4779- 
the  time  of  new  and  full  moon  it  is  high  winter  between  9  and 
10  o'clock.  This  part  of  the  coaft  is  fo  barricaded  with  ihoala 
as  to  make  the  harbour  exceedingly  difficult  of  accefs  ;  the  fafeft 
approach  is  from  the  fouthward,  keeping  the  main  land  clofe 
upon  the  board  all  the  way ;  and  the  fituation  of  the  h^bour 
may  always  be  found  by  the  latitude^  which  has  been  very  accu* 
rately  laid  down. 

The  captain  haying  refitted  at  this  place,  where  the  principal 
refreihment  to  be  procured  was  cunle,  and  a  plant  called  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  Indian  kale,  fet  fail  the  beginning  of  Auguft^ 
to'examine  the  northern  extremity  of  the  country*  The  rocks 
and  (hoals  off  this  coaft  are  more  dangerous,  perhaps,  than  in 
any  part  of  the  globe  \  for  here  are  reefs  of  coral  rifing  like  an 
immenfe  wall,  almoft  perpendicularly  out  of  the  fca ;  always 
overflowed  at  high  water,  and  at  lows  water  in  many  places, 
dry.  The  enormous  waves  of  the  vaft  fouthern  ocean  meeting 
with  fo  abrupt  a  refiftance,  break  with  inconceivable  violence, 
in  a  furf  which  no  rocks  or  ftorms  in  the  northern  hemifphere 
can  produce.  The  danger  of  navigating  the  unknown  parts  of 
this  ocean  was  greatly  increafed  to  our  adventurers,  by  their 
having  a  crazy  (hip,  and  being  fliort  of  provifigns  and  every 
other  neccflary.  M  Yet,"  fays  captain  Cook,^**  thediftinAion 
<<  of  the  firft  difcoverers  made  us  chearfuUy  encounter  every 
^<  danger,  and  fubmit  to  every  inconvenience ;  and  we  chofe 
f  <  rather  to  incur  the  cenfure  of  imprudence  and  temerity,  which 
<<  the  idle  and  voluptuous  fo  liberally  beftpw  upon  unfuccefsful 
^<  fortitude  and  perfeverance,  than  leave  a  country  which  we 
«  had  difcovered,  unexplored,  and  give  colour  to  a  charge  of 
f «  timidity  and  irrrfolqtion  •.** 

The  captain  refolved  to  keep  the  main  land  on  board  in  his 
future  route  to  the  northward ;  becaufe,  if  he  had  gone  without 
the  reef,  it  might  have  carried  him  fo  far  from  the  coaft  as  to 
prevent  his  being  able  to  determine  whether  this  country  joined 
to  New  Guinea.  This  was  a  queftion  which  former  navigators 
liad  l^ft  undecided,  and  which  captain  Cook  was  determined  to 

*  Idsm.  ibid. 
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A.D.dccid<?.  In  the  execution  of  this  enterprnec,  he  hraved  fiicK 
1770.  dangers  as  wotild  have  appalled  the  refolution  of  any  man  whofc 
fpirit  fer  difcoTery  had  not  extinguHhed  alt  regard  to  perfooa! 
fafety.  He  found  the  two  countries  to  be  divided  by  a  narrow 
fe»,  or  ftreight,  the  north-eaft  entrance  of  which  lies  in  the 
latitude  of  10  degrees  39  minutes  feuth,  and  in  the  longitude 
of  2 1 8  degrees  36  minutes  weit  It  is  formed  by  the  northern 
extremity  of  New  Holland,  and  a  congeries  of  iflands»  which, 
it  is  probable,  extend  all  the  way  to  New  Guinea.  Tbefe 
idands  difFer  very  much  in  height  and  circuit,  and  many  of 
them  feemed  to  be  well  clothed  with  herbage  and  wood,  and 
well  peopled  with  inhabitants. 

To  this  channel  or  pailage  the  captain  gave  the  name  of  En* 
de;ivour  Streights.  Its  length  from  north«eaft  to  footh-weiV  is 
ten  leagues,  and  its  breadth  five  leagues,  except  at  the  north-caft 
entrance,  where  it  is  lefs  than  two  miles,  being  coutraAed  by 
the  iflands  which  ly  there.  On  one  of  thefe  iflands  the  captain 
took  poflefGon  of  the  eaftem  coaft  of  New  Holland,  from  the 
latitude  of  38  degrees  to  lo  degrees  30  minutes  fouth,  in  the 
name  of  his  majedy  king  George  the  Third,  and  diftingui/hed 
that  immenfe  extent  of  country  by  the  appellation  of  Ntw  S$ial> 
Wales.  The  afcertaining  of  the  divifion  between  New  Holland 
and  New  Guinea  was  the  laft  difcovery  made  by  captain  Cook 
in  this  voyage.  He  was  now  arrived  in  feas  which  had  been 
already  navigated,  and  where  every  coaft  had  been  laid  down 
by  Dutch  or  Spanifli  navigators^  In  Dead,  therefore,  of  follow^ 
ing  this  judicious  and  enterprizing  adventurer  in  his  navigation 
to  the  iflcof  Java,  and  his  voyage  homeward|  it  is  proper  to 
look  back,  and  confidcr  the  information  that  may  be  derived 
from  his  difcoverics  relative  to  New  Holland. 

This  immenfe  ifland,  for  fuch  is  the  title  by  which  it  feems  to 
be  improperly  diftinguifhed,  exceeds  in  magnitude  the  habiuble 
parts  of  the  continent  of  Europe ;  extending  from  10  degrees 
to  44  degrees  fouth,  between  1 10  degrees  and  154  degrees  caft. 
It  received  the  name  of  Holland  from  its  having  been  chiefiy 
explored  by  Dutch  navigators.  The  land  firft  difcovcrcd  in  thofc 
parts  was  called  EeeiAraght^  or  Concord  I^and^  from  the  name 
^i  the  fliip  which  made  the  difcovery  in  171  (J.    Two  year* 
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oftd*,  another  part  6f  Uiis  coaft  was  difcovered  by  Zeachen,  A.  D» 
who  gave  it  the  aarae  of  Ambeim  and  Diemen^  though  a  difi«*  1 77^*^ 
rent  part  from  what  received  the  name  of  Diemeil^  Land  from 
Tafman  \  the  latter  being  the  fouthem  eKtrecnity  of  the  tfland, 
whereas  tlie  former  lies  in  15  degrees  fouth.  Van  Mchz>  Car- 
penter, and  Danipter  difcovered  different  parts  of  the  coaft  % 
but  our  information  derived  from  ail  theie  adventurers  was  no* 
thing  in  comparifon  of  wliat  we  have  received  from  captain  Cook* 
The  whole  eaftern  coaft  of  New  Holland  is  well  watered  bf 
brooics  and  fprings,  but  there  are  no  great  rivers*  The  face  of 
the  country,  every  where  bleak  and  barren,  is  confiderably  lei» 
fo  towards  the  fouth,  where  the  trees  arc  taller,  and  the  herbage 
richer  -,  but  no  underwood  is  any  where  to  be  feen.  There  are 
but  two  forts  of  timber  trees,  the  gum  tree  and  the  pine)  the 
efcuient  plants  are  few,  but  there  are  a  variety  of  fuch  as  grati-* 
ly  the  curiofity  of  the  botanift.  The  fpccies  of  birds  are  nunie- 
TOUs,*and  many  of  exquiftte  beauty.  Venomous  ferpents  abound, 
and  great  variety  of  reptiles,  mof^  of  which  are  harmlefs.  The 
greateft  natural  csriofity  in  this  country  is  the  ant,  of  which 
there  are  feveral  forts.  One  is  green,  and  builds  its  neft  upon 
trees,  by  bending  down  the  leaves,  and  gluing  the  points  of 
them  together,  fo  as  xo  form  a  purfe.  The  vifcus  ufed  for  tht» 
purpofe  is  an  annual  juice,  which  nature  has  enabled  them  to 
elaborate.  Thoufands  of  thefe  bnfy  infe^ls  were  fecn  ufing  aU 
their  ftrength  to  hold  the  leaves  in  a  proper  pofition,  while  other 
induftrious  multitudes  were  employed  within,  in  applying  the 
gluten.  *«  To  fatisfy  ourfclvcs,"  fays  captain  Cook,  "  that  the 
**  leaves  were  bent  and  held  down  by  thefe  diminutive  artificers,. 
•<  we  difturbed  them  in  their  work,  and  as  foon  as  they  were 
•«  driven  from  their  ftation,  the  leaves  in  which  they  were  cm* 
««  ployed  fprimg  up  with  a  force  much  greater  than  we  could 
•♦  have  thought  them  aMe  to  conquer  by  any  combination  of 
"  their  ftreogth.  But  though  we  gratifi^rd  our  curiofity  at  their 
«  expcncc,  the  injury  did  not  pafs  unnevenged,  for  thoufands 
<•  immediately  threw  themftlvcs  upon  us,  and  gave  us  intolera- 
<«  We  pain  with  their  flings,  efpccially  tbofe  which  took  poffcf- 
»«  fion  of  our  necks  and  our  hair,  from  which  they  were  not 
«  eafiiy  driven."   There  is  another  f^vcics,  po£eS::g  no  power 
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A.  D.  of  tormenting,  and  refembling  the  whit^  ants  of  the  Eaft  Iiii 
1770.  dies.  Thcfe  conftruft  ncfls  upon  the  branches  of  trees  three  cmt 
four  times  as  big  as  a  man's  head^  the  materials  of  which  are 
formed  of  fmall  parts  of  vegetables  kneaded  together  with  a 
glutinous  matter,  with  which  nature  had  furnifhed  them.  Upoa 
breaking  the  outfidc  cruft  of  this  dwelling,  innumerable  ccils» 
furnifhed  with  inhabicantSi  appear  in  a  great  variety  of  winding 
directions,  all  communicgting  with  each  other,  and  with  feveral 
i^iertures  which  lead  to  other  uefls  upon  the  fame  tree.  Thej 
have  alfo  another  houfe  built  upon  the  ground,  generally  at  the 
root  of  a  tree,  and  formed  like  an  irregularly  fided  cone,  fome^ 
times  more  than  fix  feet  high,  and  nearly  as  much  in  diameter. 
The  outlide  of  thefe  is  compofed  of  well  tempered  clay,  about 
two  inches  thick,  and  within  are  the  cells,  which  have  no  open* 
ing  outward.  Between  thefe  two  dwellings,  one  of  which  is 
their  fummer,  and  the  other  their  winter  refidence,  there  is  a 
communication  by  a  large  avenue,  or  covered  way  leading  to 
the  ground  by  a  fubterraneous  paflage.  The  fifli  here  are  of 
kinds  unknown  to  Europe,  except  the  fhell-fiih  and  the  mullet. 
Upon  the  (hoals  and  reef  are  the  fined  green  turtle  in  the  worlds 
and  oyfters  of  various  kinds,  particularly  the  rock  oyder,  and 
the  pearl  oyftcr.     In  the  rifulcts  and  fait  creeks  are  alligators. 

This  extenfive  country  is  very  thinly  inhabited,  and  that  by 
men  in  the  lowed  dage  of  favage  life.  On  the  coad  the  natives 
never  appeared  in  larger  companies  than  thirty  together,  and  the 
ground  being  entirely  uncultivated,  they  drew  their  principal 
fubfidence  from  the  fea.  It  is  probable  that  the  inland  parts  of  the 
country  are  totally  deditute  of  inhabitants.  The  only  tribe  with 
which  any  intercourfe  was  edablifticd,  confided  of  21  perfons, 
12  men,  7  women,  a  boy  and  a  girl.  The  men  are  middle  fized, 
clean  limbed,  and  remaikably  vigorous  and  nimble.  Their 
countenances  are  ciprefiive;  their  voice  fod  and  e^eminate; 
their  bodies  encruded  with  dirt,  which  makes  them  appear  al- 
mod  as  black  as  negroes.  They  crop  their  black  hair,  and  keep 
their  beards  (hort  by  finging  them.  The  women,  were  nevef 
feen  but  at  a  di dance,  for  when  the  men  eroded  the  river  to  the 
ihip  they  left  them  behind.  Neither  fcx  have  any  confcious 
fciifc  of  indecency  in  difcbvcrins  the  whole  body*  They  recei- 
ved 


yod  thfi  ilmgB  ckat  were  givm  tbem,  but  were  infenfible  to  alt  A*  D^ 
the  figos  that  were  made  that  foioeihing  waa  expe&ed  in  return.  '77^* 
Many  of  tbe  trin]cet6  that  had  been  given  them  wc|*e  afterwards 
found  thrown  negJigently  away  in  the  woods,  like  the  pIay-« 
things  of  child;^nt  which  pleafe  only  when  they  are  new.  The 
bodies  of  many  were  marked  with  large  fcars^  inflifled  with 
foaic  blunt  in(fa*ument)  and  which  they  fignified  by  figns  to  .have 
been  memorials  of  grief  for  the  dead.  .  There  was  no  appear-  * 
ance  of  a  town  or  village  in  the  whole  ifland }  their  houfen 
^ere  framed  without  art  or  indufti-y}  fome  of  theip  only  fuffi** 
ctent  G>t  a  man  to  (land  upright  in,  but  not  large  enough  for 
him  to  extend  his  length  i^  any  direfUon.  They  are  built  with 
pliable  rods,  about  the  thicknels  of  a  man's  finger,  in  the  form 
pf  an  oven,  and  covered  with  palm  leaves  and  bark.  The  door  is 
n  large  hole*  Under  thefe  houfes  or  (beds  they  deep,  coiled  up 
\vith  their  heels  to  their  beiad,  in  which  poiition  one  of  th< 
houfes  will  hold  three  or  four  perfons*  Towards  the  north  of 
the  iiland  thefe  houfes  were  made  ftill  flighter  i  one  £de  beiiig 
entirely  open,  and  none  of  them  above  four  feet  deep.  Thefe 
bovels  were  fet  up  occa£onally  by  a  wanderipg  hord,  in  an^f 
place  that  would  furniih.them  for  a  time  wkh  fubfiilence,  and 
left  behind  them  when^  they  removed  to  another  fpot.  When 
they  mefn  to  continue  only  a  night  or  two  at  a  place^  they  flcep 
Vrithout  any  Ihel^er  except  tbe  bulhes  and  grafs,  the  latter  of 
which  is  here  near.two  feet  high*  They  have  a  fmall  bag,  about 
the  fize  of  a  moderate  cabbage  net,  which  tbe  oxen  carry  upon 
their  back  I7  a  ftring  that  pafles  over  their  heads.  It  generally 
contains  ajump  of  paint  and  rofm^  fome  fiCli'-hooks  and  lines, 
(bells  of  which  their  hooks  are  made,  a  few  points  of  d^rts, 
and  orpaments  of  ihells  and  bones,  with  which  they  adoru  theij^ 
wrifts  and  nofes.  This  is  the  whole  inventory  of  tlie  rlcheft  _ 
fn^n  ampug  them.  They  are  unacquainted  with  the  ufe  of  nets 
in  filhing.  Their  fiih-hooks  are  neatly  made^  and  fome  of  them 
extremely  fmalh  .  For  ftriking  turtle  they  have  a  peg  of  wood, 
about  a  foot  long,  and  well  bearded  i  this  fits  into  a  focket  at 
the  end  of  a  ftaff  of  light  wood,  as  thick  as  a  mnn*s  wriO,  and 
eight  feet  long.  .  To  the  (laiFis  tied  one  end  of  a  loofe'Iine, 
about  four  fathoms  long,  the  other  end  of  which  is  faftcned  to 
Vol.  IV.'  S*f  the 
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A.D.  the  peg.  To  ftrikc  the  turtle  the  peg  is  fixed  into  the  fockcf  f 
*77^»  and  when  it  has  entered  his  body,  and  is  retained  there  by  thcr 
barb,  the  ftaff  flies  of,  and  ferves  for  a  float  to  chace  their  vic- 
tim in  the  water.  It  affifts  alfo  to  tire  him,  tilt  they  can  ovcr- 
fakchim  with  their  canoes,. and  haul  him  alliopc.  Their  lines 
are  made  of  the  fibres  of  a  vegetable,  and  are  firom  the  thick* 
ttcfs  of  half  an  inch  to  the  finenefs  of  an  hair.  They  bake  their 
provifions  by  the  help  of  hot  flones,  like  the  inhabitants  of  the 
fouth  fca  iflamM*  They  produce  fire  wirh  great  feciiity,  and 
fpread  it  ih  a  wonderful  manner.  For  this  purpofcthey  take  two 
pieces  of  dry  foft  wood.  The  one  is  flat,  the  other  a  flick  with 
an  obtufc  point  at  one  end.  This  they  prefi  upon  the  other,  and 
tkirn  it  nimbly  by  holding  h  between  both  hands  as  wc  do  m 
chocolate  iniil.  By  this  method  they  get  fire  in  Icfs  than  two 
m inures,  and  fromi  the  fmalleft  fpark  increafe  it  with  great  fpeed 
and  dexterity.  *<  We  have  often  fecn,*'  fays  captain  Cook, 
^  one  of  them  run  along  the  (bore,  to  all  appearance  with  no- 
^  thing  in  his  hand,  who  flooping  down  for  a  moment,  at  the 
*  dirfancc  of  every  6fty  or  an  hundred  yards,  kft  fire  behind 
•*  him,  as  we  could  fee,  firft  by  the  fmofcc,  and  then  by  the 
*f  flame  among  the  drift  wood,  and  other  litter  that  waei  fcat- 
^  tered  along  the  place.  We  had  the  curioffty  to  examine  one 
«  of  the  phntefs  of  fite  when  he  fet  ofl'',  and*  wc  faw  hinx 
**  wrap  up' a  fmall  fpark  in*  dry  gra£s,  which,  when  he  had  ma 
**  a  little  way,  having  been  fanned  by  the  air  which  his  motion 
^<  produced,  b^gan  to  blaze.  He  then  laid  it  down  m  a  place 
^  convenient  fbr  his  purpofc,  inclofinga%arkofit  in  anothe:" 
•*  quantity  of  gra(s,.and  fo  continued  his  couTfe.**  Their  wea- 
pons are  fpeart  or  lances  5  feme  have  four  prongs  pointed  with 
bone  and  barbed.  To  the  northward  the  lance  has  but  one 
point ;  the  (hzft  is  made  of  eane,  flrafght  and  light,  from  eight 
to  fourteen  feet  long,  confiding  of  feveral  joints,,  where  the 
pieces  are  let  info  each  other  and  bound  together..  The  points 
of  thefe  darts  are  either  pf  hard  heavy  wood,  or  bones  of  fifli : 
thofe  of  wood  are  fometimes  armed  with  fharp  pieces  of  broken 
ihells  (luck  in,  and  at  the  junftures  covered  with  rofin.  The 
canoes  to  the  northward  are  not  made  of  bark,  but  of  the  trunk 
of  a  cree  hoUuwed  by  fire  ^  and  none  of  them*  carry  more  than 

fou» 
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ibur  people*  The  only  tools  feen  among  them  are  the  adze,  A.  tX 
wretchedly  made  of  ftone;rome  fmall  pieces  .of  ftone  in  the  ^  7  7^* 
iliape  of  a  wedge;  a  wooden  mallet,  ancl  fome  aukward  in* 
ftrucnents,  or  rather  fragments  of  (hells  and  coraL  The  uncuL 
tMrated  ftate  of  the  inhabitants -of  New  Holland;  their  total 
Ignorance  of  agriculture,  and  the  arts  moft  uecdTary  jto  .hoimaa 
life,  accounts  for^their  being  found  in  ^ireryimall  numbers  togc* 
ther.  They  could  not^ive  in  large  ibcieties  without  being  .cac* 
f>ofed  te  perifh  for  want  of  the  neceiTaries  ^f  life.  £ut  it  it 
hard,  to  fay  how  there  comes  to  be  fo  very  few  of  thefe  little 
wandering  communities  in-a  country  of  fuch  amazing  «xtcnt4 
and  whether  they  are  thinned  hy  civil  broils,  excited  by  the 
4)orrid  appetite  of  devouring  each  other,  that  .prevails  in  New  - 
Zealand,  or  that  their  papulation  is  prevented  hy  any  other 
caufes,  cannot  be  afcertained.  Though  their  country  is  at  G» 
little  diftance  from  New  Guinea,  they  have  nerer  in  all  proba* 
bility  vifited  that  ifland.  If  they  had,  the  cocoa  nutSj  bread 
fruitsi,  plantains  and  other  vegetables  which  abound  there,  would 
naturally  have  been  tranfplanted  to  New  Holland.  £utQO  traces 
pf  them  are  to  be  found;  and  the  miferable  inhabitants,  defU* 
tute  ofall  neccflarics  bwt  what  they  procure  by  fiftiing,  unac» 
quaintcd  with  the  nfe  of  clothes  to  defend  them  again! t  the  ri* 
goor  of  the  eletnents,  and  unprepared  to  live  in  fuch  numbers  , 

together,  as  might  enable  them  to  obtain  the  fmalleft  degree  of 
knowledge  even  in  the  rude  arts  of  uncultivated  life,  are  redu- 
ced to  the  loweft  condition  in  which  the  human  fpecies  have 
ever  been  difcovered  in  any  part  of  the  globe.  Yet  men  funk  in 
this  humiliating  ftate,  prefent  us  with  the  rudimems  of  all  the 
arts  and  paffions  which  diilinguifh^the  greatefl  and^moil  poliflied 
nations.  Their  contrivances  for  fi(hiog  prove  them  capable  to 
attain  the  higheft  pitch  of  mechanical  ingenuity^  Their  regard 
<o  feparate  property  fiiows-them  asiufceptible  of  avarice  as  thef* 
•are  fenfible  to  the  didates>of  juftice.;  and  their  attempts,  how^ 
ever  aukward,  to  adorn  their  perfons,  inilicate  a  defir^  to 
.pleafe,  and  to  render  themfelves  mutually  agreeable.  One  ad- 
vantage of  thefe  voyages  into  diftant  lands  is  to  furnilh  materials 
for  the  hiftory  of  man.  They  prove,  beyond  the  poiBbility  of 
dilpute^  the  elevation  and  dignity  of  his  nature  ;  for  howunfor^ 
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A.  D.  tuoate  ibever  hb  extcnnl  cifconftinces,  he  dVcorcn  hiaiftU^ 
177<>*  by  the  pUtoeft  markii,  to  pofiefrthe  feedt  of  all  tfa^rfe  ▼arioM 
ftCtaionents  which  dillingnffl)  cho  hetaei  and  fa^of  the  moil 
fiiltgbttned  periods* 

Ic  IS  equally  agreeable  to  the  writer  and  reader  to  dwell  oq 
|he  britliaot  and  ofefol  difcovcries  of  Briti(h  naTigarors  is  diflaot 
parti ;  and  it^t  estremely  mortify tng  to  be  obliged  to  rctsra 
from  this  pleafing  themej  to  record  the  unhappy  meafores  of 
the  Britiih  adminiftrattony  which  have  invohred  the  nsvy,  the 
army,  apd  the  whole  empire*  in  circsmftaticcs  not  k&diigracct 
iful  than  calamitous  and  abiding.  It  would  not|  however^  be 
agreeable  to  the  truth  of  hiftory  entirely  tp  afcribe  the  dtftrci^ 
fing  fcenes  which  followed,  to  the  negligence  and  incapacity  of 
minifters.  Notorious  as  thefe  have  appeared,  the  (itnation  and 
behaviour  of  the  nation  at  large,  feemed  to  forebode  ibme  liatal 
calamity.  Intoxicated  with  more  than  eipeAed  profperityt  the 
jpeople,  at  the  clofe  of  the  late  war,  were  feized  with  an  extra* 
vagant  degree  of  giddy  infolencci  which  made  thein  defpife  the 
reft  of  mankind.  In  an  overgrown  and  wealthy  caphal,  ^bert 
every  capricious  abfurdity  is  apt  to  be  carried  to  the  moft  vicious 
excers,  the  vulgar  were  uught  to  Tpumat  regularity,  fubordi* 
nation  and  law.  From  refcntmcnt,  envy,  and  the  worft  pafiioos 
incident  to  the  human  frame,  the  meaneft  of  mankind  were  cz^ 
pable  of  throwing  the  nation  into  confiifion  \  of  hexpmg  aa 
pppreffive  weight  of  popular  odium  on  the  fervants  of  jthe 
crown  i  and,  however  defe^ive  their  dexterity,  yet  working 
with  fuch  fturdy  engines  as  the  ignorant  prejiidiees  of  a  licentious 
nibble,  they  were  able  to  divide  the  one  half  of  the  ifland  againft 
the  other.  Our  enemies  fzyr  with  plcafure  the  efleA  of  their 
wretched  cabals,  which  were  not  more  defpicabie  in  thcmfelves 
than  de(lru£ti.ve  in  their  confequences :  Franfre  and  Spain  learn- 
ed with  incj^preffible  joy  the  refpeAable  employment  of  the 
Britifh  parliament  in  the  never-ending  debates  concerning  the 
expulfion  of  Mr.  Wilkes  $  in  whichi  in  their  opinian»the.c|ireftioA 
i4'as,  to  decide  whether  an  out-laW)  a  bankrupt,  and  an  impious 
blafphemer,  ibould  be  appointed  to  defend  the  laws,  the  property 
and  religion  of  England.  They  were  charmed  with  the  petitioiia 
and  rcmonftranccr  of  the  city  of  London  $  ^nd  were  glad  to 
-    •  find 
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find  the  Englifli  miniiters  too  mach  employed  in  an  idtercaclon  Ai*  IX 
with  the  niKgiftratee  of  the  metropolis,  and  in  quieting  the  un«  1 770. 
happy  riots  which  clamorous  ineendiapies  had  excited  among 
the  people  at  homci  to  engage  in  vigoroiis  meafures  for  re^dlU* 
hiiftiing  their  authority  in  America, 

The  cooduA  of  adminiftration,  with  regard  tothi«  conntryt 
was  beytmd  any  thing  that  their  moftfenguioewifliea  could  faavo 
hoped.  C^ntraiiiftory  inilmfHons  given  to  the  governors  '^tax* 
cs  Smpofed  and  repeated  again  and  again;  afiemblres  called  and 
diflbWed)  and  allowed  t6  fit  again  without  difavowing  the  mea^ 
fares  which  had  occafioned  their  former  diflblution  $  troops  fenti 
ch'iven  out,  with  many  alternate  propofals  of  violence  and  fob* 
miffion  s  treafbns  charged,  adopted  by  parliament,  not  proved^ 
nor  attempted  to^  be  proved,  neither  detefled  nor  puniflied.— ^ 
The  adminiftration  of  lord  North,  who,  already  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  was  in  the  beginning  of  1770  appointed  firft 
lord  of  the  treafory,  did  not  announce  any  alteration  in  th^ 
heGtating,  ambiguous  conduct  which  had  b^en  hitherto  'main^^ 
tained.  The  firfl  mo^fure  which  he  adopted  relative  to  America 
was  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  a  repeal  of  part  of  an  a£k  pafied  in  the 
feventh  of  his  prcfcnt  majefty,  eftabllAiing  duties  on  paper, 
painters  colours,  glaft,  and  tea.  The  duties  on  the  other  arth* 
Cles  were  aboli(hed,  that  on  tea  only  Was  continued.  Th0 
motives  afiigned  for  the  bringing  in  this  bill,  were  the  danger^ 
Otts  combinations  which  thefe  duties  had  given  birth  to  beyond 
the  Atlantic,  and  the  dii{atisfa£tion  which  they  had  created  at 
home,  among  the  merchants  trading  to  the  colonies.  It  did 
not  fail  to  be  remarked  oh  this  occafion,  that  while  the  mini* 
fter  condemned  thefe  duticsf  in  the  grofe,  and  the  law  upon 
which  they  were  founded  as  fo  abfurd  and  prepoflerous  that  it 
was  afVonifhing  how  it  could  originate  in  a  I^ritifli  hou(e  of  com« 
tnons,  he  yet,  notwithftanding  this  decifive  declaration,  propo« 
fed  a  repeal  of  but  part  of  the  law,  and  ftill  continued  the  duty 
on  tea ;  left  he  fhould  be  thought  to  give  way  to  American 
ideas,  and  to  take  away  the  impofitions,  as  having  been  contra- 
ry to  the  rights  of  the  colonies.  Another  inconfiftence,  notleft  . 
glaring,  and  of  flill  more  importance,  was  the  declaring  the  law 
pf  taxation,  while  no  vigorous  ftep  was  taken  to  cnforc;e  it. 
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A*  D.  Great  Britain^  diftorbed  by  fa£Uou8  riots  at  homCy  and  threa* 
''77^*t<ned  with  a  rebdlion  in  America,  was  to  be  infalted  by  the  on- 
provoked  boftility  of  foreign  powers.  Our  unhappy  inteftine 
divifiocis,  which  had  gradually  fpread  from  the  convulfioos  in 
the  capital  to  the  remoteft  parts  of  the  empire,  had  fo  filled  the 
hands  and  engaged  the  thoughts  of  government,  that  little  at- 
tention either  had  or  could  for  fome  time  paft  have  been  given 
to  our  foreign  iaterefts.  Thus  convuHed  at  home,  and  iu  a 
ftate  of  contention  with  our  colonies,  already  produdive  of  the 
moft  alarming  appearances,  it  was  not  to  be  fuppofed,  frona  the 
known  fyftems  of  policy  eftabliftied  and  pra£Hfed  among  rival 
ftates,  that  fuch  evident  opportunities  of  advantage  would  be 
overlooked  by  the  natural  and  ever  watchful  enemies  of  Great 
Britain.  The  ftate  of  France,  indeed,  being  nearly  as  unfortu- 
nate as  our  own,  prevented  that  kingdom  from  expreifing  her 
iccret  animofity.  But  the  principles  of  the  family  compaf^  ac- 
tuated every  member  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon;  and  a  ftroke 
was  at  this  ti<ne  aimed  by  Spain  which  affefled  the  honour  of 
the  British  flag,  and  tarnifhid  the  recent  glory  of  the  nation. 

The  firft  difcovery,  the  fltuation  and  the  impoitanceof  Falk- 
land iflands,  have  already  been  defcribed.  Gold  and  Giver  be- 
ing almoft  the  only  obje&s  which  excited  the  attention  of  the 
firft  difcoverers  and  conquerors  of  the  new  world,  thefe  iflaods 
producing  nothing  of  this  kind  were  negleAcd  for  almoft  two 
centuries.  Experience,  and  the  extenfioo  of  ^mmerce,  have 
at  length  fliewn  the  probability  that  the  fouthern  parts  of  the 
new  world  afford  other  commodities,  which  may  be  turned  to 
as  great  advantage  by  induflrious  nations  as  mines  of  gold  and 
iilver.  In  particular  it  is  thought,  that  the  greateft  and  moft 
advantageous  fiHiery  in  the  world  might  be  eftabli&ed  there  ^ 
and  navigators  fay,  that  an  hundred  whales  are  to  be  met  with 
in  the  high  fouthern  latitudes,  for  one  that  is  to  be  found  on  the 
coaft  of  Greenland.  Beiides  this  motive,  which  was  alone  fuf- 
^cient  to  excite  the  enterprize  of  a  commercial  nation,  lord 
Anfon's  voyage  fully  explained  the  advantages  that  would  refult 
to  England  in  time  of  war,  from  having  a  friendly  port  aod 
place  of  reirrfhment  confiderably  more  to  the  fouth,  and  much 
pcarer  Cape  Horn  than  the  Brazils.    The  jealous  and  difagree** 

able 
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able  charaAer  of  the  American  Portugaefe,  which  rendered  it  A.  D«. 
defirable  to  avoid  all  dependence  on  fuch  infidious  atid  contemp-  1 770- 
tible  allies^;  the  great  length  of  the  voyage,  by  which  the  vi- 
gour and  health  of  the  men,  as  well  as  water  and  other  provi* 
fionsy  were  exhaofled  before  they  arrived  at  the  place  of  action ; 
were  the  principal  inducements  mentioned  by  lord  Anfon  for 
carrying  this  meafure  into  executbn.  He  pointed  out  the  placed 
moft  proper  for  forming  the  edablifhmenty  and,  when  at  the  head 
of  the  admiralty,  made  preparations  for  fending  frigates  to  make 
difcoveries  in  thofe  feas,  and  particularly  to  examine  the  condi- 
tion and  circumftances  of  the  above-mentioned  iflands.  But 
this  projeft  was  not  fo  cantioufly  conduced  as  to  efcape  the 
-vigilance  of  the  court  of  Spain,  who  made  fuch  reprefentationa 
on  this  fubje£l  to  the  Dritifh  miniftry  that  the  fcheme  was  for 
the  prefcnt  laid  aGde,  and  continued  dormant  till  the  conclufioD 
of  the  laft  war,  when  it  was  again  revived  by  the  earl  of  Eg- 
xnont,  who  then  prefided  in  the  admiralty.  Accordingly  com- 
modore Byron  was  fent  out  in  the  year  1764,  the  fuccefs  of 
whofe  expedition  we  have  already  related.  About  the  fame 
lime  Mr.  Bougainville  failed  into  thofe  feas  to  make  difcoveries 
for  the  crown  of  France,  and  touched  at  Falkland's  Iflands^ 
But,  in  a  requifition  of  the  court  of  Spain,  the  French  eafily 
fold  or  ceded  all  right  to  any  property  in  what  is  called  the  Ma- 
gellanica  regions ;  with  which  falc  or  difpofrtion  it  appears  that 
Great  Britain  was  not  acquainted,  nor  even  with  any  fettk- 
mcnts  ever  formed  there  by  the  French, 

In  the  year  1 769,  there  was  an  Englifh  frigate  and  a  ffoop  upon 
that  (tation ;  and  captain  Hunt  of  the  Tamer  frigate  cruizing  off 
Falkland's  Iflands  fell  in  with  a  Spaniih  fchooncr  belonging  to 
Fort  Solidad  taking  a  furvcy  of  therh.  The  Englifh  captain,  ac- 
cording tothe  orders  which  he  had  received,  dcfired  the  Spaniard 
to  depart  frotn  that  coaft  as  belonging  to  his  Britannk  majcfty, 

Thcfchooncrdepart  ed,  but  retnrncd  in  twodaysafter,and  brought 
on  board  an  officer  with  letters  and  a  prefcnt  from  Don  Philip 
ftuez  Puenta,  thcSpanifli  governor  of  Port  Solidad.  Tliefe  letters 
were  couched  in  terms  of  apparent  civility.  Don  Ruez  affect- 
ed to  difbelicve  the  report  of  the  captain  of  the  fchooncr,  and 
JJ^ributed  caj^^tain  Hunt's  being  i»  thofe  fea?  to  chance  or  ftrefs 

of 
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A.  D*  of  vcfttber.  He  oflF/ered  him  upon  that  prcfampckm  evcrjr  ie» 
177^*  freftuneAt,  and  all  aAs  of  kindocft  io  bis  power  1  hut  if  the 
knprobabk  account,  which  be  bad  received  (hould  happen  tp  be 
tnie»  he  warned  the  EngJifh  captain  of  his  danger,  reminded 
him  of  the  viobtion  of  treaties,  and  the  fole  donunioa  .of  the 
king  of  Spain  in  cbofe  i^ai  and  .at  the  faflpe.  time  antborizeU 
theSpaniOi  officer  taorder.tjbc  EngUfh  fubjc£U  unxnediatdy  <a 
depart. 

Capuin  Hunt,  in  apfwer  to  the  SpaniCb  officer  wUb  whom 
the  govemor  bad  deitred  him  to  correfpond,  aflerted  the  ibie 
dominion  of  hie  Britannic  majcfty,  as  well  hj  right  of  diicoYerj 
at  fettkment,  and  warned  the  Spaniards  in  bis  name,  ai^  bf 
hk  ordecs,  to  depart  the  iflands,  and  allowed  them  ^x  months 
from  the  date  of  the  letter  to  prepare  for  their  departure.  The 
Spani Ih  officer  made  a  formal  protcil>  as  well  upon  the  grounds 
alreadjr  mentioned  as  upon  captain  Hunt's  refuilng  to  allow  him 
to  vifit  the  fettkroenti  and  bis  threatening  to  fire  into  the  Sp^ 
niih  fchooner  upon  her  attempting  to  enter  the  harhoar  ^  he  al« 
fo  protefted  againft  the  captain's  going  to  Solidad  which  he  had 
propoied  in  an  amicable  mannexj  and  declared  that  it  fhonlU  be 
confidered  as  an  iqfult.  • 

•  About  two  months  after  this  tranfaAion,  two  Spaniffi  frigates 
pf  confiUcrablc  force,  with  troops  on  board  for  the  new  ietile« 
meQt«  arrived  at  Port  iigmont,  the  principal  place  in  FaUdaad'a 
lilaods,  under  pretence  of  wanting  water.  The  commander  in 
chief  wrote  a  letter  to  captain  Hunt,  10  which  he  etpreiled 
great  adoninicDent  at  feeing  an  Englilli  flag  flyingi  and  a  kind  of 
fattlcment  formed*,  charged  him  with  a  violation  of  the  laft 
peace,  and  proiefted  ag;unft  tlie  meafure  in  all  its  parts,  at  the 
fame  time  declaring  he  would  abfiain  from  anj  other  n^gnner  of 
proceeding  until  be  had  acquainted  b!$ Catholic majcfty  with  this 
difagreeablc  tranfadliou.  Captain  Hunt,  as  before,  founded  his 
poiTcQion  on  the  claim  of  right,  juftified  his  condu^l  by  the  or* 
^ers  of  his  fovereign,  and  again  warned  the  Spaniards  to  de- 
part totally 'from  thofc  iflands. 

The  Spanifh  frigates  having  continued  eight  days  at  Fort  £§• 
mont^  during  which  time  tbey  were  fupplied  with  water,  and 
frcated  with  great  civility  by  our  people,  departed  feeminglj 
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without  any  hoftile  inteiltion.  But  captain  Hunt,  dreadiog  the  A.  D» 
confequences  which  foon  followed,  thought  proper  to  return  as  i77^* 
foon  as  poiBble  to  England,  to  give  an  account  of  what  had 
pafled  to  th€  admiralty.  He  was  fucceeded  at  Port  Egmont  by 
the  Favourite  floop,  captain  Maltby,  which,  with  the  S\rift, 
captain  Farmer,  each  of  16  guns,  formed  the  whole  force  upon 
that  (Nation.'  Even  this  was  unfortunately  leflened^  the  Swift 
being  overfet  in  the  Streights  of  Magellan  where  Ihe  had  gone 
to  make  difcoveries.  The  people,  except  three,  were  happily 
faved,  by  the  fortitude  and  conftancy  of  a  few  of  their  number, 
who,  in  an  open  cutter,  undertook  a  voyage  of  three  weeks  in 
the  mod  boifterous  Teas  in  the  world.  They  arrived  at  Pore 
Egniont^  and  brought  the  Favourite  to  the  relief  of  their  di{^ 
trefied  companions. 

It  was  not  long  after  this  dreadful  danger  and  unexpeAed  de»* 
liverancci  when  a  Spanifh  frigate  came  into  the  fame  port,  under 
pretence  that  fhe  had  been  fifty-three  days  from  Buenos  Ayres^ 
and  was  diftreiTed  for  water :  but  three  days  after,  her  conforts^ 
confifling  of  four  other  frigates,  alfo  arrived,  and  it  foon  ap- 
peared that  they  had  been  only  26  days  at  fea,  had  parted  from 
the  firfl  in  a  gale  of  wind^  and,  inftead  of  being  in  their  way 
to  Port  Solidad,  were  now  arrived  at  their  place  of  deftination. 
Thefe  five  frigates  carried  134  pieces  of  cannon,  and  had  on 
board  between  16  and  1760  men,  including  foldiers  aud  ma« 
rines ;  be(ides  which,  they  had  brought  with  them  a  train  of 
artillery,  and  other  materials  fufHcient  to  have  inveiled  a  regu- 
lar fortification. 

A  Sp.ani(h  broad  pendant  was  immediately  holfled  on  the  ar- 
riVfil  of  the  fbur  laft  frigates,  and  as  no  doubt  of  their  intcn- 
tions  now  remained,  captain  Farmer  ordered  mod  of  the  officers 
and  men  who  had  belonged  to  the  Swift  to  come  on  iliore  to 
the  defence  of  the  fettlcmcnr,  while  captain  Mahby  began  to 
bring  the  Favourite  nearer  to  the  Cove.  Upon  the  firft  motion 
of  the  Favourite,  one  of  the  Spanifh  frigates  fent  an  officer  en 
board  ta  acquaint  the  captain  that  if  he  weighed  they  would 
fire  into  his  vcflcl.  He,  however,  got  under  fail,  rcgardlefs  of 
ihis  menace :  the  frigate  fired  two  fliot,  which  fcU  to  leeward 
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A.  D.  of  him ;  and  three  of  the  Sponifh  vcBth  got  under  vaf  ,  and 

'770.  worked  to  windward  as  be  did. 

The  whok  ftrength  of  the  Englifh  in  the  ifland  eonfifted  in 
ji  wooden  block-hoafe^  whieh  had  not  eren  a  port4iole  in  it^ 
and  only  four  pieces  of  cannon,,  which  were  fank  in  the  mod,  to 
defend  it.  From  the  firft  appearance  of  the  Spanift  force,  cap* 
fain  Farmer  had  been  aAive  hi  clearing  the  ftores  ont  of  the 
block-houfe,  and  in  endeavouring  to  make  it  as  defenfiUe  as  ks 
l^ature  would  permit.  He  raifed  the  cannon,*  cleared  the  plat* 
form,  and  cut  ont  port-holes.  In  the  mean  time  letters  were 
fent  from  the  Spani(h  commodore  to  both  the  captains  fcparate- 
fjf  requefting  them  in  the  politeft  terms  to  confider  his  great 
power,  and  thehr  own  defencclcfs  fituation ;  and  that  they  woold, 
by  quitting  the  place,  prevent  his  being  urnder  the  difagreeabltf' 
iieceflity  to  proceed  to  hoftiCtlesr  Thefe  were  followed  bf  an-r 
other  the  nett  day  in  which  he  offered,  if  they  would  quietly,. 
and  with  good-wiU|  abandon  Fort  Egmont,  he  would  peaceably 
put  his  troops  on  fhore,  and  treat  them  with  all  the  confidera- 
tion  which  the  harmony  fubfifting  between  the  two  powers  re-' 
ij[uired ',  that  he  would  allow  them  to  carry  away  aR  their  pro- 
perty, and  give  them  a  receipt  for  any  part  of  it  they  mig|it 
^hufe  to  leave  behind,'  in  order  that  the  matter  might  be  ami- 
cably adjufted  between  their  rcfpeaive  courts.  If,  contrary  to^ 
exp^flation,  they  (hould  endeavour  to  maintain  the  iettlement,. 
he  would'  (hen  proceed  to  the  accompli (hment  of  his  orders  ^ 
and  in  that  Cafe  threatened  them  with  an  attack  by  fea  and  land, 
Expatiating  in  a  pompdus  ftyle  on  the  fpirit  and  brilliancy  which 
they  would  experience  in  his  military  and  naval  forces.  Her 
concluded  by  requiring  a  categorical  anfwer  in  fifteen  minutes 
after  the  receipt  of  his  letter. 

To  this  arbitrary  fummons  the  Briti(h  officers  replied,  that 
words  are  not  always  deemed  boftilitics,  and  that  it  was  impof- 
fible  for  them  to  believe  he  flk>uld  venture  in  a  time  of  profouikl' 
peace,  and  when  by  his  own  acknowledgment  the  moft  perfcfk 
harmony  fubniled  between  the  twO  courts,  to  commit  an  ad  of 
the  mod  fatal  tendency.  That  the  king  of  Great  Britain  was. 
able  to  defend  the  honour  of  his  flag,  and  to  proteft  the  fecu* 
rlty  of  bis  dominions  in  all  parts  of  the  world  ;•  atid^  had  even 
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«1h(»rtar  time  than  fifteen  minutes  been  allowed  them  to  del!-  A,  D. 
beratei  it  could  not  alter  their  determined  refolution  to  defend  i??^* 
the  charge  intrufted  to  them  to  the  titmoft  of  their  abilities. 

Previoasto  tjie  defigned  attack  the  Spanifli  commodore  de« 
^ed  that  fome  of  our  officers  might  be  fent  to  view  the  number 
and  condition  of  the  troops  and  aniUery  which  he  intended  to 
land,  in  order  to  pecTuade  the  Englifh  captains  of  the  inefficac|^ 
•of  their  obftinate  refiftance  to  his  commands.  This  was  coix)* 
plied  with;  but  without  fhaking  the  Britifh  refolution.  IIk 
Kpanifh  frigates  then  warped  in  clofe  to  the  ihore,  and  moored 
head  and  ftern  eppo&te  to  the  block-houfe  and  battery.  The 
fane  evening)  the  9th  of  June,  captain  Maltby  came  on  ihorc 
with  fifty  of  the  Favourite's  men,  who  brought  with  them  twd  ^ 
iix-pounders,  ten  fwivels,  and  a  quantity  of  fmall  arms  and 
ammunition.  The  next  morning  a  part  of  the  SpaniOi  troops 
and  artillery  landed,  about  half  a  mile  to  the  northward  of  our 
people  $  and  when  they  had  advanced  half  way  from  the  place 
of  their  landiqg,  the  reft  of  the  boats,  with  the  remainder  of 
the  troc|>s  and  artillery,  put  off  from  one  of  the  Spanifh  fri- 
gates, and  rowed  right  in  for  the  Cove,  being  covered  by  the 
fire  of  the  frigates,  whofe  fliot  went  over  the  block-houfe. 

The  Englrfh  fired  fome  ihot ;  but  feeing  the  impoflibility  of 
defending  the  fettlement,  and  the  Spaniards  having  now  broke 
'through  ail  the  limits  of  peace  and  amity,  fo  that  their  hodility 
could  neither  be  denied  nor  explained  away,  our  ofiicers  with 
great  addrefs  having  brought  the  afiair  to  that  point  which  they 
defired,  determined  with  equal  propriety  to  fave  the  valuable 
lives  of  their  people,  who  muft  have  been  unavoidably  cut  oflF 
in  this  unequal  conteft.  Accordingly  they  bung  out  a  flag  of 
truce,  and  demanded  articles  of  capitulation. 

The  fubftance  of  thefe  articles,  concluded  between  the  Eng-. 
2f(h  captains  on  one  hand,  and  Don  John  Ignatio  Madariaga, 
major-general  of  the  royal  navy  of  Spain^  on  the  other,  was, 
that  the  Britifh  fubjef^s  fhould  be  allowed  to  depart  in  the  Fa* 
^ourite,  and  to  take  with  them  fiich  of  their  (lores  as  they 
thought  proper  v  that  an  inventory  fliould  be  made  of  the  re* 
mainder,  which  were  to  be  depofited  in  the  hands  of  the  gover* 
lior  of  Solidad^  who  became  anfweral^Ie  for  them  %  that  the 
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A.  D,  Englifli  flag  (hould  continue  flying  pn  fliore  and  on  board  thm 
1 77^'  floop ;  but  that  they  were  to  exercife  no  jurtfdidion  except  over 
their  own  people ;  nor  to  appear  under  arms  until  the  ttsne  of 
embarkationi  to  which  they  were  to  march  out  with  dniois  beat- 
ing  and  colours  flying.    There  was  a  re(b'i£Uon  with  regard  to 
the  time  of  their  depanure,  until  the  governor  of  SoKdad,  or  hts 
deputy,  Oipuld  arrive  to  make  the  inventories,  and  to  take  charge 
of  the  (lores.    For  the  better  fecurity  of  this,  limitation  m  new 
and  wanton  infult  was  offered  to  the  Britifli  flag,  the  Favoii|ite!s 
imdder  being  forcibly  taken  away,  and  kept  on  Ihore  during  the 
time  of  their  detention.    The  account  of  the  viohnt  tran(ac- 
pons  of  the  Spaniards  a^  FalUandfs  Iflands,  previous  to  this 
open  and  unprovoked  hoflility,  was  brought  to  England  by  cap- 
tain Hunt'  early  in  the  month  of  June.    The  natjon  heard  the 
news  with  indignation  and  refentruen^ ;  efpeciaily  as  they  had 
clreadymuch  reafoD'  to  complain  of  the  ungenerous  condufl  of 
the  Spaniards  in  detaining  fome  tboufands  of  £ngli(h  ptifoneiv^ 
feizcd  under  pretence  of  carrying  on  an  illicit  trade  by  the  Spa* 
ni(h  guarda  codas.    The  necefiity  of  putting  oiirfelves  in  a 
refpectable  condition  of  defence  was  infifted  on  by  the  nioft  po- 
pular members  in  both  houfes.     Their  partlzans  clamoured  ^>- 
gainft  the  tamcnefs  of  adminiflration,  and  maintained  the  ne« 
cefiity  of  an  immediate  declaration  of  \yar,  in  order  to  diiappoint 
the  perfidious  defigns  of  our  ancient  and  inveterate  enemies. 

The  malignant  nature  of  thefe  dcfigns,  it  was  faid,  appeared 
too  evidently  in  a  dreadful  national  calamity,  which  happened 
about  this  time^  in  the  conflagration  at  Portfmouth*  An  event 
io  prejudicial  to  our  maritime  flrength,  attended  with  fuch  cri- 
tical circumdances,  was  confidered  as  a  part  of  a  great  and  fet- 
tled plan  for  the  red u^ion  of  our  power  and  opulence.  The 
fire  which  happened  about  the  fame  time  in  Petcriburgh,  and 
Tvhich  was  alio  accompanied  by  iome  alarming  particulars,  did 
not  leiTen  the  fufpicion  on  this  occalion ;  and  the  reward  of  a 
ihoufand  pounds  offered  by  government,  in  the  Gazette,  for 
the  difcovery  of  thofe  who  had  occafmncd  the  fire  in  the  dock- 
yard at  Porcfmoutb^  added  a  new  caufc  of  jcaloufy  and  diC- 
truft. 
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The  lols  fttftaincd  by  the  fire  was  fuppofed,  according  to  the  A.D. 
firft  loofe  calculations,  to  amount  to  half  a  million,  but  by  later  ^71^» 
and  more  accurate  eAinaatcs,  is  made  to  be  only  150,0001. 
which  is  comparatively  nothing  to  the  dreadful  confequcnces 
that  muft  have  enfuedt  without  a  fpeedy  and  elFedual  affidance. 
The  quantity  of  ftores  confumed  was  fupplied  with  great  expe* 
dition  from  the  other  docks ;  the  public  buildings  and  work- 
faoufes  were  foon  reftored ;  and  the  lofs  thus  rendered  of  very 
little  confequence  to  our  marine  in  general. 

Notwithilandin^  the  alarm  occafioned  by  thcfe  tranfa£btons  in 
the  nation,  the  miniftry  made  little  preparation  for  war.  Some 
fiiips  indeed  were  put  into  commiffion,  and  there  was  greater 
buftie  in  the  dock-yards  than  in  the  time  of  profound  tranquillity. 
It  was  not,  however,  till  the  latter  part  of  Auguft,  that  houfcs 
were  opened  at  the  ports  for  manning  fixteen  fail  of  the  line,. 
and  prefs  warrants  were  not  iflued  till  near  a  month  after. 
Much  about  this  time  the  Favourite  returned  with  our  people 
from  Falkland's  lilands ;  but  notwithftanding  the  melancholy 
fiory  which  they  told,  to  the  difgrace  of  the  Englifh  name,  fuch 
was  the  liceotioufnefs  and  depnavity  of  the  times^  that  even  the 
manning  of  the  navy  met  with  great  difficulties.  The  legality  of 
prels  warrants  was  publicly  called  in  queftion,  and  the  opinions 
pf  counfcl  applied  to  on  the  fubjedl.  In  the  city  of  London, 
upon  the  e(e&ion  of  alderman  Croiby  to  the  mayoralty,  that 
0iagiftrate  totally  refiifed  to  back  the  prefs  warrants,  and  af- 
ferted,  that  the  confiderable  bounty  granted  by  the  city  was  in- 
tended to  prevent  fuch  violences.  Alderman  Wilkes  had  be- 
fore difcharged  an  imprefTed  man.  Such  tranfa^ions  will 
tranfmit  in  proper  colours  to  poftcrity  the  na:pe8  of  thofc 
patriotic  magiftrates,  who  did  their  utmod  to  impede  the  pub- 
lic fervice,  when  the  fecurity  of  the  Britifh  dominions  and  the 
dignity  of  the  crown  were  at  (Vake. 

When  the  parliament  was  aiTembled  the  13th  of  November, 
17 70,  the  fpe'ecb  from  the  throne  took  notice  that  an  immediate 
demand  had  been  made  from  the  court  of  Spain  of  fuch  fatis- 
faction  as  there  was  a  right  to  expert  for  the  injury  received ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  declared,  that  the  preparations  for  war 
Ipiould  po|  he.  difcominucd,   until  full  reparation  fliould  be 
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'^A.  D.  obtamed.  Th«  addrcflet  of  both  houfa  of  parliametat  were 
^77^*  fpiritcdy  and  the  ftrongcft  and  moll  unreferved  afiuiaDcea  wore 
gi^eni  that  ever]f  degree  of  requifite  fupport  (hould  be  chearftilly' 
granted.  Ac  the  fame  time  that  the  bleflings  of  peace  were  ac- 
knowledged, the  fulled  confidence  was  placed  in  his  oaajeflfa 
that  he  would  never  be  induced,  by  a  miftaken  tenderads  for 
the  prefent  eafe  of  the  people,  to  f^ftcrifice  their  more  efleiitial  and 
.  more  lading  interefts.  So  early  as  the  a^h  of  November  40,000 
men  were  voted  for  the  Tea  lervice;  cxtenfive  grants  were  af« 
terwards  paiTed  for  the  ordinary  and  fupport  of  the  navj  i  the 
land  forces  for  home  fervice  were  augmented  from  about  17,000 
to  above  23,000  effcdive  men;  a  new  battalion  ^as  added  10 
the  ordnance,  and  a  fmall  addition  made  to  the  pay  of  the  fub- 
altern  officers  belonging  to  that  corps. 

As  the  fcffion  advanced,  the  profpeft  of  peace  fcenicd  gra- 
dually to  diminifl).  The  negociation  and  the  tranquil  intentions 
of  Spain,  which  had  been  alledged  by  the  miniftry  in  anfwer  to 
the  clamours  for  immediate  war,  were  no  longer  heard  of,  and 
a  ftate  of  hoftility  with  that  country  teemed  to  be  confidered  as 
the  probable  rflue  of  this  affair*  In  fad,  the  negociation  was 
for  a  confideraUe  time  tntemipted,  and  only  renewed  through 
the  mediation  of  France,  and  finally  concluded  at  the  eameft 
defire  of  that  court,  and  the  terror  infplred  into  the  SpanianU 
by  the  vigour  of  the  BritiQi  preparations. 

About  a  fortnight  before  the  arrival  of  our  people  from 
Falkland's  lilands  a  letter  was  received  at  the  office  of  lord 
"Weymouth,  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  fouthcrn  department, 
from  Mr.  Harris  our  minifier  at  Madrid,  acquainting  govern* 
ment,  that  a  (hip  had  arrived  from  l^uenos  Ayres,  with  an  ac* 
count  of  the  intended  expedition,  its  force,  and  the  time  fixed 
for  its  failing.  At  the  fame  time  prince  Maflerano,  the  Spanish 
ambafTador,  acquainted  his  lord/hip,  that  he  had  good  reafon  to 
believe  the  governor  of  Buenos  Ayres  had  taken  it  upon  him  to 
make  ufe  of  force,  in  difpofieffing  our  people  of  Port  Egmont^ 
and  that  be  was  dire£ted  to  make  this  communication  to  pre« 
.  vent  the  bad  confequences  of  its  coming  through  other  hands  i 
at  the  fame  time  exprcfling  bis  wifhes,  that  whatever  the  tranP 
adions  at  Port  Egmon;  may  hav$  been^  ii^  confequence  of  a 
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Atp  tales  by  the  governor)  without  any  particular  inRruftion  A.  Q* 
from  his  Catholic  majcfty,  they  might  not  be  produftivc  of  mca*  *?7^» 
fures  dangerous  to  the  good  underftanding  between  the  two 
crowns. 

Lord  Weymonth  replied,  that  if  force  had  been  ufcd  it  was 
difficult  to  fee  how  the  fatal  confequences  could  be  avoided  | 
that  the  inf^roQions  given  to  the  Britifh  officers  at  Falkland's 
Iflands  were  of  the  mod  pacific  nature  -,  but  that  ftill  the  c!r« 
turoftance  of  Mr.  Buccarelli,  the  governor  of  Buenos  Ayresn 
having  aded  without  orders,  left  an  opening  for  conciliatioo, 
provided  the  ambaflador  would  diiiivow  the  conduct  of  that 
gentleman.  Prince  Maiierano,  however,  declared,  that  he  had 
no  inftruAions  to  that  purpofe,  but  deprecated  all  refolution* 
mnd  meafures  that  might  involve  the  two  crowns  in  a  war. 

Upon  a  fecond  conference  with  the  ambaflador,  lord  Wey«^ 
mouth  demanded,  in  his  majefly's  name,  as  a  fpeeific  condition 
t>(  prcferving  the  harmony  between  the  courts,  a  difavowal  of 
the  proceedings  at  Port  Egmont,  and  thaf  the  affairs  of  thai 
fettlement  fhould  be  rcllored  to  the  precifc  ftate  in  which  they 
were  previous  to  thefe  proceedings.  He  at  the  fame  time  fcnt 
inilruAions  to  Mr.  Harris,  to  inform  Mr.  Grlmaldi  the  Spanifh 
miniftcr  of  ftate  of  what  had  paffed  here,  and  of  the  propofed 
fatisfa£Uon,  which  alone  could  put  tt  in  his  niajefty's  power  to- 
fufpend  his  preparations  for  hoftility.  Mr.  Grimaldi  at  6rft  ex* 
prcffed  himfclf  in  very  vague  terms.  He  had  feafon  to  forefcc 
that  fome  difagreeable  event  would  happen  in  the  fouth  (eas, 
from  the  notorious  diiapprobation  of  the  court  of  Spain  to  any' 
Britifli  eftablifhments  in  thofe  parts.  He  could  not  blame  the 
condu^  of  Mr.  Buccarelli,  as  it  was  founded  upon  the  laws  of 
America*  At  the  fame  time  he  wifhcd  to  have  prevented  this' 
condudt,  and  had  a^kially,  upon  the  firft  furmife  of  the  deGgn^ 
difpatchcd  a  veflcl  from  the  Groyne,  to  hinder  it  from  beingf 
put  in  execution  ;  that  the  Spanifh  nation  had  fo  little  to  get  and 
fo  much  to  lofc  by  a  war,  that  nothing  but  the  laft  extremity 
could  reduce  them  to  fo  violent  a  meafure ;  and  that  the  king 
his  mailer  wifhed  only  to  dH  confidently  with  his  own  honour 
and  the  welfare  of  his  people,  and  that  fo  far  as  our  demand 
'leas  compatible  n^ith  thofe  iviv  pointSi  there  Was  n6  doubt  of 

Its 
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A.  D.  its  being  agreed  to.  In  a  fubfequent  meeting  he  afliired  tiie  Bib 
177^*  ti(h  envoy,  that  his  Catholic  majedy  was  determined  to  do  every 
thing  in  his  power  to  terminate  this  affair  in  an  amicable  manner : 
that  inftruAions  for  this  purpofe  had  been  cranfmitted  to  prince 
Maflerano  at  the  court  of  London^  differing  from  the  requifitiod 
of  that  court  in  terms  onlyi  and  not  effentiallyy  Us  that  he  had 
no  doubt  the  propofals  which  they  contained  would  readily  be 
adopted. 

Prince  Mafleranot  accordingly^  propofed  a  convention  to 
lord  Weymouth,  in  which  the  king  of  Spain  difavowed  any 
•  particular  orders  given  to  Mr.  Buccarellii  at  the  fame  time  that 
his  majefty  allowed  that  governor  had  a£led  agreeably  to  bis 
general  inflruftions,  and  to  the  oath  which  his  office  obliged 
him  to  take.  He  further  ftipulated  the  reftitution  of  Falkland's 
Iflands  without  prejudice  to  his  Catholic  majefiy's  rights  and  he 
expefied  that  the  king  of  Great  Britain  would  dlfavow  captain 
Hunt's  menace,  which,  he  faid,  gave  immediate  occafion  to  the 
fteps  taken  by  Mr.  Buccarelli.  To  this  it  was  anfwered^  that 
when  his  Britannic  maje(ly's  moderation  condefcended  to  demand 
rcdrefs  for  the  injury  which  his  crown  had  received,  he  could 
tiot  poflibly  accept  as  a  convention  that  fatisfaAion  to  which  he 
had  fo  juil  a  title  without  entering  into  any  engagement  in  order 
to  procure  it;  That  the  idea  of  his  majefiy's  becoming  a  con* 
trailing  party  upon  this  occadon,  is  entirely  foreign  td  the  cafe, 
for  having  received  an  injury,  and  demanded  the  moft  moderate 
reparation  of  that  injury  his  honour  can  permit  him  to  accept, 
that  reparation  lofes  its  value  if  it  is  to  be  conditional,  and  to 
be  obtained  by  any  (lipulation  whatfoever  on  the  part  of  his 
niajefty. 

.   Upon  this  anfwer  prince  Maflcrnno  told  lord  Weymouth,  that 

he  had  no  power  to  proceed  in  this  affair,  except  by  convention, 

without  farther  inflrudlions  from  Madrid.    While  the  ambafla- 

.  dor  fcnt  for  thcfe^  lord  Weymouth  difpatched  an  exprefs  to 

Mr.  Harris,  to  lay  before  the  Spanifh  minifter  the  unexpedled 

.     obflaclcs  that  had  arifcn  in  this  affair,  and  to  demand  a  direct 

anfwer  to  the  objcft  of  his  firft  requifition.     For  feveral  days, 

however,  no  anfwer  was  returned ;  but  at  length  Mr.  Grimakil 

intimated,  chat  the  king  his  mailer  had  fcnt  inflruflions  to  prince 

^  Mafferano^ 
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Maflbraho^  6y  which  he  was  empowered  to  tre^t  again,  and  tt>  A.  P. 
grani  every  reafonable  fatisfa^on  for  the  fuppofed  infult ;  that  *77^* 
hh  Catholic  majefty  was  willing  to  come  into  any  method  rc- 
igardihg  the  manner  of  giving  the  fatisfaAion  that  (hould  appear 
the  moft  eligible  t6  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  expeding,  how* 
leveri  that,  as  he  went  fuch  a  great  length  to  fave  his  honour,  his 
own  fiiould  ^Ifo  be  conlidered,  fo  far  as  it  did  not  interfere  with 
the  fatisfadioil  that  was  to  be  offered. 

Nothing  c(^ld  appear  to  be  more  fatisfadlory  than  thefe  pre- 
tended inftrtl6^ions  given  to  prince  MalTerano.  Mr.  Grimaldi's 
anfwer  ^9S  giveh  the  7th  November,  and  was  received  in  Lon« 
don  the  19th ;  but  it  foon  appeared  that  the  conduA  of  prince 
Maflerano  did  not  at  all  accord  with  the  pacific  intentions  and 
iconciKatOry  feiJtimcnts  profcffed  at  Madrid.  The  earl  of  Roch* 
fordj  who  fiicceedcd  lord  Weymouth  in  office,  wrote  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Harris,  dated  thfe  21ft  December;  in  which  he  informed 
him»  that  all  negociations  with  the  Spaniih  ambaflador  bad  for 
ibme  time  been  at  ah  end,  the  anfwer  to  the  king's  demand 
being  totally  inadmiffible  $  and  that,  it  being  inconfiftent  with 
hi^  majefty*8  bonotxr  to  niake  any  farther  propofal  to  the  court 
of  Spain,  he  was  defired  to  withdraw  from  Madrid  with  all 
coavenieiit  fpeed. 

Thus  was  the  negociatioii  entirely  broken  off.  How  it  came 
again  to  be  renewed  feems  to  have  been  better  known  in  all  the 
coffecihoufes  of  Europe  than  to  the  Englifh  fecretarics  of  ftatcV 
No  document  relative  to  its  renewal  has  ever  been  laid  before 
parliament  or  the  public,  but  it  is  reafonable,  from  the  duplicity 
and  defign  difcovered  by  Spain  in  the  whole  tranfaflion,  to  look 
for  the  motives  of  conciliation  in  every  other  quarter,  rather 
than  in  the  pacific  or  friendly  difpofitions  of  the  court  of  Ma- 
drid. 

The  family  compafl,  by  which  the  difFcrent  branches  of  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon  engaged  to  employ  their  whole  force  in  the 
mutual  fupport  and  afliflance  of  each  other,  was  propofed,.  and 
carried  into  execution  by  the  wifdom  and  addrefs  of  the  duke  of 
Choifeul.  That  able  minifler  little  imagined  a  compliance  with 
the  terms  of  this  formidable  union  might  become  extremely  ioi 
convenient  to  France,  for  the  intereft  of  which  it  i^ad  principally 

Vo^-  IV.  U  u  bcea 
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A.  D.  bcm  formed.  It  did  not  occur  to  Um,  tiist  the  luii^irjp  %UI 
177^  of  S^iiii  exafpcrated  by  the  difgraccfol  woiiadf  received  i»tlic 
war  with  Great  Britaio»  would  prooupt  ber  10  take  tKe  firft  op» 
ponuAit J  of  fecking  reveoge »  while  France,  eadwuAed  in  her 
reiburcct  i  without  aon^  or  credit ;  coavulfiBd  bf  tkc  nuaft 
violent  diflenfioos  betw^een  the  firft  orders  of  Ibe  ftafee,  wbik 
the  people  were  ripe  for  fedition  from  tbe  wane  of  tk^  firft 
secefTaries  of  life,  might  be  in  bo  condition  to  afford  Spott 
that  afliftaoce  which  had  been  ftipalated  between  them.  The 
credit  of  the  duke  who  bad  contrived  tbe  family  cooapa^  loi^ 
confidered  as  a  maderpiece  of  policy,  but  now  found  to  Jbe  at- 
tended with  confequeocea  in  every  view  difgraccful  to  Flvace^ 
began  to  dccUile:  be  was  fbon  after  removed  from  bis.  aoMf 
ploymenr^  and  obliged  to  retire.  Other  councils  prevailed 
more  agreeable  to  tbe  pacific  difpofitions  of  an  aged  priacei 
who  had  nothing  farther  in  view  but  to  end  bia  days  m  tbe 
bofom  of  eafe  and  tranquillity. 

The  iritcrval  that  pafied  betweep  tbe  breaking  off* of  tfa«  ac* 
gociation  between  Great  Britain  andSpain^  with  tbetvaafadtioaa 
of  which  the  public  has  never  been  informed  by  authority,  was 
probably  filled  up  by  lifteningto  the  mediation  of  Franci;».wh]cli 
diiarmed  tbe  ardent  hoftility  of  her  fouthern  aliy»  and  periitf- 
ded  her,  much  againft  her  own  inclination,  topropofe  an  accom- 
modation, in  form  at  Icaft,  lefr  offenfive  to  the  dignity  of  Great 
Britain.^  It  was  not  till  tbe  firft  day  of  the  meeting  of  parlia- 
i77l«  ment,  January  2ad,  I77i>  after  the  Cbriftmas  rece&,  tbat,  ixk* 
ftead  of  a  conveittion,  a  dicUraiion  was  proiM){ed  and  figned  bf 
prince  Maflerano,  and  accepted  by  tbe  earl  of  Bochford*  By 
the  former  the  ambailador,  in  name  of  his  mafter«.  diiavows 
tbe  violence  ufedat  Fort  Egmont,  and  ftipulatea  that  every  thing 
ihall  be  reftored  there  precifely  to  the  fame  ftate  in  which  it 
was  before-  the  redu£lion  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  declares,  that 
this  refloration  is  not  in  any  wife  to  zStfk  the  q.ueftioa  of  the 
prior  right  of  fovereignty  of  thofe  iilands  y  andy  by  the  accept* 
ance,  the  performance  of  thefe  ftipulations  ia  to  he^coofidcred 
as  a  fatisfadion  for  the  injury  done  to  the  crown  of  Great  Eti* 
tain  *•    This  tranfa£lion  was  immediately  announced  to  botk 

•  Appendix,  N^.  XIV. 
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liottfes.  While  the  friends  of  adoMniftration  propofcd  an  addrefs  A.  D. 
of  thaaka  to  his  majefty  for  having  fupported  the  honour  of  the  ^  77  ^* 
crowa  of  Great  Britain  by  a  firm  and  unvaried  adherence  to  his 
juft  demand  of  fatisfadbn,  and  for  not  having  too  haftily  en- 
gaged tlie  nftrion  in  the  hazards  and  burdeas  of  war^  the  gen* 
Slemen  in  oppafitioo  aftrmed,  that  the  whole  tranfadion  was 
equally -un&Se  and  difgraceful ;  that  inilead  of  havmg  provided 
a  reparation  for  former  hoftilities,  or  a  fecurtty  againft  future^ 
it  coatained  in  itfelf  the  genvine  feeds  of  perpetual  hoflility  and 
war :  that  it  is  as  difliononrable  to  the  crown  itfelf  as  to  the 
nation^  aod  admitting  the  faftiionaUe  language,  that  the  dignity 
#f  the  fioroier,  and  the  reparation  to  it,  are  the  only  ofajefts  of 
<0!&fideration,  it  will  be  found  as  fiiamefally  deficient  in  this 
fdpeft  as  in  every  other.  Thus,  by  this  infamous  accommoda-* 
sioB;  the  honour  of  the  rcrown  of  En^and  had  not  been  put  ott 
the  £tjiie  footing  with  that  of  inferior  kingdoms.  The  French 
king,  for  a  fmaU  violation  of  territorial  right  in  the  purfuit  of 
an  outlawed  fmuggler^  had  thought  it  neceffary  to  fend  an  am* 
h^SkioT  extraordinary  to  the  king  of  Sardinia  to  apologize  for 
h  in  the  snoA  foleron  and  public  manner.  When  the  Englifh 
fleet  under  admiral  Bofcawen  'deAroyed  fo'mc  French  (hips  oa 
the  coaft  of  Portugal^  Great  Britain  fent  an  ambaifador  extras- 
ordinary  to  the  court  of  Lifbon,  to  make  reparation  in  honour  2 
but  when  the  Spaniards  infult  the  Britifti  ^ag,  and  commit  the 
moft  outrageous  z£ts  of  hoftility  on  Britifli  fubjeAs,  they  pro* 
pofe  a  declaration^  in  which  the  right  to  employ  the  fame  vio- 
lence ;^ain  is  maintained  and  defended :  for,  though  the  court 
of  Spain  had  dafavowed  the  k€t  of  hoflility  as  proceeding  from 
parricular  infiru£tions,  (he  continued  to  juftify  it  under  her  ge-^ 
neral  ioftru^ons  to  her  governors,  under  the  oath  by  them  ta- 
ken, and  under  the  eftabliflied  laws  of  America;  and  that  this 
juftification  of  an  aft  of  violence  under  general  orders^  efta* 
bliihed  laws  aod  oaths  of  olBcCf  is  far  more  dangerous  and  in* 
jurious  to  this  kingdom  than  the  particular  enterprise  whieh  has 
been  difavowed,  as  it  moft  evideqtly.&ppofes,  that  thegoyernors 
of  the  SpaniOi  American  provinces  are  notonly  authorized^  but 
required,  to  raife  forces  by  fea  and  land,  and  to  invade  our 
^oi}cirions  in  thofe  partS)  in  themidft  of  profound  peatCv    Ma*. 
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A.  D.  Qy  other  objections  of  equal  weight  were  urged  af^atoiHh^  ac- 
<77'*  ceptaocc  of  the  Spanifli  declaration,  in  a  ftroog,  animated,  elo- 
quent, and  argumentative  proteft  of  the  boufe  of  poers,  which 
will  remain  to  aU  pofterity  to  their  io^mortal  bqnoorf  • 

The  tame  meafures  of  gofernmeut,  however,  were  adopted 
hj  a  great  majority.  Daring  the  recc&  of  parliamenti  Scptemm 
her  16,  177 1 »  Spain  fulfilled  her  eogagemehtf  contain^  in  the 
declaration,  by  the  reftoration  of  Port  Egmont,  which  was  de- 
livered up  to  captain  $cott,  who  was  fern  thither  with  a  bmVL 
fquadron  for  that  purpofe.  Miniftry  feemed  to  ihiiik  all  was 
fecured  by  an  amicable  termination  of  this  di(pate;  and  pariia* 
nent  was  not  called  till  after  the  Chriftmas  holidays,  21ft  Ja« 
I772.nuary,  1772.  The  late  meeting  of  this  aiiembly,  which  iiidi* 
cated  that  no  urgent  buiinefs  required  an  early  attendance,  and 
the  pacific  dectarariou  from  the  throne,  were  fuffident  to  hiU 
the  nation  into  the  moft  perfed  iecurity.  What,  therefore,  moft 
have  been  their  furprize  and  indignation,  when  a  motion  was 
made  fo  early  as  the  29th  of  January,  that  25,000  i«amen  {koold 
be  voted  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuihg  year/  It  was  urged,  m 
fupport  of  this  motion,'  that,  the  French  having  fcnt  a  conGder- 
able  fleet  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  we  were  obliged  upon  that  account 
'to  angment  our  naval  force  there,  as  the  propriety  of  our  being 
always  fupcrior  to  them  in  that  part  of  the  world  was  ib  evident 
as  not  to  admit  of  an  argument :  that  a  larger  fquadron  was 
flow  employed  for  the  protcftion  of  Jamaica  and  oui*  other  Weft 
India  iflands,  than  in  former  years  of  peace;  as  the  impor- 
tance of  our  valuable  pofleifions  in  that  quarter,  the  probabilitj 
of  tlie  Spaniards  making  their  firft  attempt  upon  them  in  cafe  of 
a  war,  and  the  confiderablc  fleet  which  they  kept  in  tbofeieas, 
"rendered  an  augmentation  of  our  maritime  ftrength  on  that  fta- 
tioaa  matter  of  the  moft  evident  ncceffity  :  that  the  war  be- 
tween the  Turks  and  Ruflians  made  it  al  fo  necefiary  to  employ 
a  greater  number  of  ihips  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce 
in  the  Mediterranean  and  Archipelago  than  had  been  cuftomafy 
in  times  of  general  peace.  Befides  thefe  general  reafons  for 
augmentation,  much  ftrefs  was  laid  upon  the  great  reform  with 
regard  to  the  guard*fhips^  it  being  acknowlcdgedj  that  for  fe- 

'  •'  veral 
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%tnl  fC9n  paft  thcfe  (hips  bad  been  exceedingly  negleAed,  and  A.  D, 
<;onfidered  merely  as  jobs;  fo  that  at  the  time  of  tbe  late  ex*  I77^« 
pe^ied  war  there  were  oettbcr  (hips  nor  men  fit  for  fervice ;  but 
that  now  things  were  fo  much  altered  for  tbe  better^  that  twen* 
ty  of  the  bcft  dips  in  the  navy  wese  kept  upon  that  duty,  and 
were  in  fuch  complete  condition,  and  fo  nearly  manned,  that  si 
flight  prefs  would  at  any  time  enable  them  in  a  very  few  days  to 
put  to  fea :  That  the  reft  of  the  fleet  wa$  alfo  in  good  condi- 
tion, and  in  about  a  year  we  ihould  have  near  eighty  ihips  of 
the  line  at  home  fit  for  fervice,  beCdcs  tbofe  that  were  upon  fo- 
reign duty*    Many  pointed  and  fevere  (arcafms  were  levelled  at 
the  miniftry  for  accompanying  a  fpeech,  which  breathed  no^ 
Ibing  but  effuGpns  of  peace,  with  all  the  a£ki|al  preparations  for 
war*    Some  gentlemen  in  oppofition  declared  for  the  motion, 
upon  the  avowed  principle  that  the  fupplies  demanded  were  not 
in  any  degree  to  be  confidered  as  a  peace  efiablilhment ;  while 
the  greater  part  of  thefe  gentlemen  arraigned  the  adding  to  the 
burdens  of  a  nation  already  Suiting  under  the  weight  of  an 
overgrown  and  monftrous  public  debt.  They  obfervcd  that  ouif 
peace  eftabliihment  was  every  year  increafing,  and  that  argur 
fsents  ^oiilar  tp  tbofe  at  prefcnt  alledged  could  ne vt;r  be  want- 
ing to  oppofe  any  diminution  of  it :  that  already  it  was  nearly 
double  to  what  it  had  been  at  the  acceflion  of  George  the  Firft  $ 
la^  year  we  had  fuftained  all  the  inconveniencies  of  a  war  with- 
out any  of  its  advantages ;  and  it  feemed  to  be  the  intention  of 
government  to  perfift  for  ever  in  the  fame  ruinous  meafures. 
Thefe  obfervation^  were  at  prefent  regarded  as  tht:  clamours  ojF 
party ;  and  the  events  which  followed  fully  juftified  the  necef- 
fiiy  of  keeping  the  navy  on  a  refpie^ble  footing. 

The  progrefs  of  the  Ruffians  in  the  Mediterranean  rendered 
it  neceflfary  for  both  France  and  Spain  to  ftand  on  their  guard, 
and  to  watch  the  growing  greatnefs  of  thefe  new'  and  formida-* 
ble  allies  of  Great  Britain.  But,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1773,  there  wer?  more  extraordinary  preparations  in  the  French  1 773. 
and  Spanifli  ports  than  any  apprehenfion  of  this  kind  could  ac- 
count for.  Thofe  preparations  were  carried  on  with  the  utmoft 
vigour  and  induftry,  not  only  in  the  ports  of  the  Mediterranean, 
l^ut  in  thpfe  of  the  pcean^  and  afforded  room  for  fufpecting 
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A.  D.  tbe  noil  hoiUlc  intentions.    Strong  rcmoaftmictt  en  tUl  iab. 

^773- je£i  were  oMde  on  the  part  of  Great  Bntain  at  the  camrtB  of 
Paris  and  Madrid,  acoomfianied  mkh  a  dedaratMn^  diat|  Utiadk 
Hieafures  were  continued,  his  Britannic  majefty  wonM  be  under 
a.ncceility  of  fending  Aich  a  fleet  of  obfenracioii  itno  tbe  Me- 
diterrancaoy  as  ibeuld  ef&dlualJy  frnftnite  any  atteoipca  tint 
Slight  be  made  againft  the  Ruffians*  In  the  mean  time  a  pover- 
£al  fleet  was  equipped,  aod  ordered  to  rendesroos  at  Spitlseaidp 
and  thofe  warlike  prqparati#ns  were  for  Home  time  ccmlkmed  mt 
all  fides.  Tbe  rapidity  with  which  Great  Britain  tSkoMod  fiicb 
a  naval  force  as  was  fufficient  to  contend  with  that  of  all  her 
taemies  unkedf  and  the  magnificence  and  military  pomp  vidi 
which  her  mighty  preparations  were  difplayed  \  reftrasned  thw 
I>oftiie  difpoficions  which  had  begun  to  prevail  at  Paris  and  Ma- 
drid, and  prevented  the  profecution  of  meafnres  which  mxdl 
have  involved  all  Europe  in  their  coofequences*  The  vigonms 
e:(ertions  on  this  occafion  were  like  a  flaffa  of  ligfatatng,  which 
for  a  moment  brtghtene J  the  gloom  of  night  that  fat  6>  thick 
and  heavy  on  tbe  Britiih  councils.  But  after  this  tranfient  flafii 
the  d^rknefs  returned  more  intenfe  and  horriUe  than  before. 

The  conduct  of  adminiftration  will  be  an  enigma  to  poAcri« 
ty.  Pofiefied  oi  a  naval  force  that  made  the  greateft  princes  of 
)£urope  tremble^  they  have  b^en  fo  far  from  quieting  the  dii^ 
fcnGons  which  prevailed  in  America,  that  they  have  txxaUy 
alienated  from  Great  I^ritain  thofe  flouriihtag  aod  wealthy 
'  provinces,  and  reduced  their  country  to  tbe  utmoft  ftale  of  de& 
pair.  Two  roads  were  open  before  them,  either  of  which 
IT)ight  have  been  followed,  if  not  with  e<)ual  glory,  yet  with  an 
cfi^ually  aiTured  profpc£t  of  fuccefs.  By  difregardiog  the  cla« 
mours  of  an  interefted  oppofition,  and  making  ufe  of  tbe  power 
in  their  hands,  tbey  might,  while  all  Europe  were  filent  in  our 
prefence,  have  in£[i£led  whatever  puniihment  became  necef&ry 
to  reduce  the  rebellious  provinces  to  an  humble  fenie  ol  their 
(luty.  :put  this  method  was  fo  far  from  being  adopted,  that  a 
$1  il  lord  of  the  treafury  talked  o£  compelling  the  Americans  to 
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fdbouc  to  toxes  without  btoodflied  }  and  a  firft  Jbrd  of  At  ad*  A.  A. 
niralty,,  layofi  the  a^p^arance  of  meafurcB  which  indicated  vi*-  177> 
gour»  voted  a  rcdaAsoa  of  4000  feamen  ^  affuring  the  houfe, 
that  th0  low  eftaMiibment  propofed  would  be  fully  (bfiiciem  for 
cooqua-'ing  the  Amcricao^ ;  of  whofe  power  and  courage  he 
fpoke  wtA  the  Htmoft  comempt,  aifirteiiirg  that  they  were  noc 
difctpUncd  nor  capable  of  difcipltoe>  and  that  formed  of  iiidl 
maiKf  ial%  and  £>  indi^fed  to  a£tion^  the  nnmbers  of  which 
fech  boafta  had  been  made,  would  only  facilitate  their  defeat,  » 

Attwther  road,  which  might  hare  been  pm-fued  with  unirerial 
applaiifir^  would  have  been  to  abandon  that  odious  meafure  of 
taxing  a  free  people  without  their  own  confent.  Had  that  been 
donci  the  weight  of  oppofition  would  have  been  removed  at 
OQCCf.  and  the  Americans,  if  they  ftill  continued  re&a^lory^ 
might  have  been  compellod  by  force  of  arms  to  acknowledgs 
the  fupremacy  of  the  mother  country^  without  one  fympathiaing 
▼oice  an  Eu^pe  to  condole  with  them  for  the  rigours  of  a  ptH 
nithfiaent  which  they  had  juftly  drawn  on  tlieir  own  bead«« 
But  neither  of  thefe  methods  being  adopted,  the  minidry  he&» 
tated  between  peace  and  war ;  and  their  tamc>  e^uivocali  tcm^ 
porifing  GonduA  brought  the  Americans  to  a  maturity  of  rcfiftp* 
ance  and  rebeUioni  the  eflfeAs  of  which  we  fliould  now  ppoeeexl 
to  defcribe  and  deplore,  if,  in  deducing  a  chronological  accoun^T 
of  the  naval  tranfaaion«  of  Great  Britain,  there  were  not  (bme 
intervening  events,^  which  dcfervc  to  be  particularly  related* 

Thefe  are  the  difcoveries  which  conrinucd  to  be  made  by  our 
navigators  in  the  years  r773,  1774,  and  1775*  They  were 
not,  as  of  late  years,  confined  intircly  to  the  foutbern  oceatw 
"WhHe  captain  Coolc  was  employed  in  exploring  this  part  of  thr 
globe^  the  hondurablc  Conftantine  Phipps,  now  lord  Mul-» 
giavci  was  fent  to  examine  how  far  navigation  was  pra£Ucab^c 
towards  the  north  pole*  This  was  done  in  ccrtfifequmcc  of  an? 
application  to  lord  Sandwich^  firn*  lord  of  the  admiralty,  from* 
the  Royal  Society.  His  lordftiip  laid  the  rcqueft  of  the  Society 
before  the  king,  who  otdered  the  Raccborfe,  and  Carcafs,- 
bombs,  to  be  fitted  out  fior  the  cxpcdrti<»n..  The  command  of 
the  former  was  given  to  cas^naia  Phipps,  and  of  the  latter  to 
captain  Lutwidge*    The  idea  of  a  pai&ge  to  the  £aft  Indies  by 
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A.  D.  the  Ttbnh  pole,  ^as  fuggcftcd  as  early  as  the  yeir  1527,  by 
1 773.  Robert  Thorne,  a  merchant  of  Briftol,  who  addreflM  a  paper 
to  Henry  the  Eighth  on  that  fubjeA)  but  Henry,  as  iiflial^  wai 
iQTolted  in  a  multiplicity  of  affairs,  which  preireated  him  from 
giving  any  attention  to  this  application.    In  the  reign  of  Queen 
Jblifabeth  Sir  Hugh  Willoaghby  made  the  attempt  with  three 
fhtps,  a/tM  1553.     He  proceeded  to  die  latitude  of  75  degrees 
north,  but  being  obliged  to  winter  in  Lapland,  he  and  mil  his 
company  periflied  miferably.    Three  years  afterw^rd^  captaiii 
Burroughs  failed  on  the  fame  deiign,  and  advanced  to  78  de- 
grees north,     lb  him  fucceeded  captains  Jackman  and  Pell 
in  1580,  in  two  ihips;  the  latter  of  whom,  with  his  fhip,  was 
loft.    The  Dutch  began  to  purfue  the  fame  difcovery  in  1595, 
and  fucceflive  voyages  were   made,  which  tended  rather  to 
prove  the  impraAicability  of  failing  to  high  northern  latitudes, 
than  the  probability  of  finding  the  psflfage,  which  was  the  oIk 
jeft  of  thefe  daring  entcrprizcs.     In  1607  Henry  Hudfon  was 
equipped  by  a  company  of  London  merchants,  to  dificover  a 
paflage  by  the  north  pole  to  Japan  and  China.     He  peHeti^ted 
to  8d  degrees  23  minutes  north,  and  was  theii  (lopped  by  the 
ice.    Two  yearft  after  another  ftiip  was  fent  out  by  the  Ruffia 
Company  of  merchants  in  London ;  the  (hip  was  conimanded 
by  Jonas  Poole,  who  could  not  with  his  utmoft  endeavours  ad« 
Vance  farther  than  79  degrees  5  niinutcs  north.     In  the  year 
1614  another  voyage  was  Undertaken,  in  which  Baffin  and 
Fotherby  were  employed,  but  without  fuccefs ;  and  next  year 
Fotherby,  in  a  pinnace  of  ao  tbnsj  with  ten  men,  was  equally 
unfuccefsful.    John  Wdod^  with  a  frigate  atid  a  piiik,  failed 
in  1676^   but  returned  without  effeding  any  thing.      Moll 
of  thefe  toyages  having  been  fitted  out  by  private  adventur* 
ers,  fbr  the  double  purpofe  of  difcovery  and  preient  advantage, 
it  was  natural  to  fupjiofe  tliat  the  attention  of  the  navigators  had 
been  diverted  from  the  more  remote  ahd  lefs  profitable  objcd 
of  the  two,  and  that  they  had  not  profecuted  the  chief  purpofe 
of  difcovery  with  all  the  care  that  could  have  been  wiflied. 
*<  But,*'  fays  captain  Phipps,  **  I  am  happy  in  an  opportunity 
<«  of  doing  julUce  to  the  memory  of  thefe  men,  which,  with* 
<<  out  having  traced  their  fteps,  and  experienced  their  diilicuU 
♦*  ties,  it  would  have  been  impoffiblc  to  have  done.    They  ap- 
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^<  peair  to  have  encountered  dangers,  which  at  that  perfod  miift  A.  D. 
««  havc'hcen  particularly  alarmitog  from  their  novelty,  vritb  the  i773' 
•«  greateft  fortitude  and  pcrfcverance,  as  Well  as  to  have  (hcwti 
*<  a  degree  of  diligence  and  ikili|  not  only  in  the  ordinary  and 
''  practical,  but  in  the  more  fcientific,  parts  of  their  profeflion^ 
«  which  might  have  done  honour  to  modern  feamen,  with  all 
««  their  advantages  of  later  improvements.  Thisj  when  com- 
«*  pared  with  the  ftate  of  navigation^  even  within  thcfe  forty 
*^  years,  by  the  mod  eminent  foreign  authoH,  affords  the  moft 
««  flattering  and  fatisfaftory  proof  of  tire  very  early  exiflence  of 
*<  that  decided  fupcriority  in  naval  affairs,  which  hasxarried  the 
*<  power  of  this  country  to  the  height  it  has  now  attained." 

The  captain  failed  in  February  1773,  and  after  paffing  the 
illaxxds  of  Shetland,  the  firft  land  he  made  was  Spitzbergen,  in  , 
latitude  77  degrees,  59  minutes|  11  feconds  norths  and  ion-  ^ 
gitude  9  degrees^  13  minutes  eaffi  The  coaft  appeared  to  be 
neither  habitable  nor  accedible,  but  formed  of  high  black  rock;:^ 
-without  the  Icaft  marks  of  vegetation,  moftly  bare  and  pointed^ 
in  fome,  places  covered  with  fnow^  and  toweHng  above  thd 
clouds.  The  valUes  between  the  high  cliffs  were  filled  with  iboW 
or  ice.  **  This  profpeft,'*  fays  captain  Phipps,  •*  would  hav<i 
<'  fuggeffed  the  idea  of  perpetual  winter^  had  not  the  mildnefs 
««  of  the  weather^  the  fmooth  water,  bright  fun-fhine,  and  con- 
«  (lant  day-light,  given  a  chearfulnefs  and  a  novelty  to  thd 
««  whole  of  this  ftrikingand  romantic  fcene.  The  heigbfof  ond 
«*  mountain  fcen  hercwas  found  to  be  1503  yards.  The  har- 
«  hour  of  Smeercnberg,  lying  in  latitude  79  degrees,  44  mi* 
<«  nutcs  north,  longitude  9  degrees,  50  minutes,  45  fcconds  caft, 
"  has  good  anchorage  in  fifteen  fathoms.  Clofe  to  this  harbour 
«  is  an  iiland,  called  Amflerdam  liland,  where  the  Dutch  ufcd 
"  formerly  to  boil  their  whale- blubber,  and  the  remains  of  fome 
•«  conveniencics  ere£lcd  by  them  for  that  purpofc  are  ftiil  vifibie. 
««  They  attempted  once  to  form  an  eAabliflmient  here,  and  left  ^- — 
««  fome  people,  who  all  perifhcd  in  the  winter*  The  Dutch 
"  (liips  ftill  refort  to  this  place  for  the  latter  feafon  of  the  whale- 
•«  fifhery*  The  mod  remarkable  views  which  thefe  dreary  re*- 
««  gions  prefent,  are  what  are  called  the  ice.bergs#  Thefe  are 
«<  large  bodies  of  icc^  filling  the  vallies  between  the  high  mouo- 
'  Vol.  IV*  X  X  .     •  «  tains. 
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A.  D.  *<  tains.  Their  face  towards  the  ftz  b  nearly  perpendicular^  anci 

*773'  **  of  a  very  lively  green  colour.    One  was  about  300  feet  high, 

«<  with  a  cafcade  of  water  ifTuing  out  of  it.    Large  pieces  frc- 

•<  quently  break  off  from  the  ice-'berg^,  and  fall  with  great  nolie 

•*  into  the  water." 

Captain  Phipps  ha»  been  very  accurate  in  defcribiag  the  few 
animals  which  thefe  inhofpitable  regions  produce,  and  was  at 
pains  to  examine  the  vegetable  and  mineral  produ&ions.  He 
proceeded  afterwards  to  Moffen  Ifland  in  latitude  80  degrees 
siortby  longitude  12  degrees^  20  n>inutes  eail,  which  is  of  a 
Found  forni,  about  two  miles  in  diameter,  with  a  lake  in  the 
middle,  frozen  with  eternal  ice.  At  the  Seven  Illands  which  lie 
in  latitude  81  degrees,  ai  minutes  north,  the  tv<o  (hipe  be- 
came fuddenly  faft  in  the  ice  on  the  31(1  of  July.  Thefe  iilands 
and  north-ead  land,  with  the  frozen  fea  formed  almoft  a  bafon, 
having  but  about  four  points  open  for  the  ice  to  drift  out  in  cafe 
of  a  change  of  wind^  The  paiTage  by  which  the  (hips  had  come 
rn  to  the  weft  ward  became  clofe,  and  a  ftrong  current  (ct  in  to 
the  eaft,  by  which  they  were  carried  ftill-  farther  from  their 
courfe.  The  labour  of  the  whole  fliip*s  company  to  cut  away 
the  ice  proved  ineffcftual ;  their  utmoft  efforts  for  a  whole  day 
could  not  move  the  Ihips  above  300  yards  to  the  wed  ward 
through  the  ice,  whilft  the  current  had  at  the  fame  time  driven 
them  far  to  the  north-eaft  and  eaftward.  Appearances  remain* 
cd  thus  threatening  for  four,  or  five  days,  the  fafcty  of  the  crew 
feemed  all  that  could  podibly  be  effedted.  As  it  had  been  fore- 
feen  that  one  or  both  of  the  ihips  might  be  facrificec}  in  the  pro- 
fecution  of  the  voyage,  the  boats  for  each  (hip  were  calculated, 
in  number  and  Hze,  to  be  fit  in  any  emergency  to  tranfport  the 
whole  crew.  Driven  to  this  ftate  of  danger  and  fufpenfe,  onthc 
6th  of  Auguft  tlvc  boats  were  hoifted  out^  aAd  every  poffible 
method  taken  to  render  them  fccure  and  comfortable  \  but  tbc 
next  day  the  wind  blew  eaftwardly,  and  the  (hips  were  moved 
about  a  mile  to  the  weftward.  But  ftill  they  run  not  fo  far 
weft  by  a  great  way  as  when  they  were  firft  bcfct  with  the  ice; 
however,  on  the  9th  of  Auguft,  the  current  had  vifibly  changed, 
and  run  to  the  weftward,  by  which  both  the  fhips  had  been 
cajrried  confiderably  in  that  dircdion.  On  the  loth  a  briik  wind 
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«t  north-north-eaft  accompliflied  rhcir  deliverancci  and  freed  A.  D. 
them  from  the  dreadful  profpeS  of  perifliing^  as  many  for-  177> 
mer  adventurers  had  done  m  rhofe  polar  regions.  Having 
found  It  imprafticable  ta  penetrate  any  farther  towards  the 
north,  they  returned  to  the  harbour  of  Smeerenberg ;  havings 
in  the  profecution  of  this  voyage,  reached  81  degrees,  36  mi- 
nutes north  latitude,  and  between  the  latitudes  of  79  degrees, 
50  minutes,  and  81  degrees,  traverfed  17  degrees  and  a  half  of 
longitude,  that  is,  from  2  degrees  eaft  <o  i<^  degrees,  30  mi- 
nutes ead. 

While  ierd  Mulgrave  was  employed  in  afcertaining  the  limits 
of  navigation  towards  the  north,  captain  Cook  was  indefatiga- 
ble in  eKaminiflg  the  rcfpe£live  dominions  of  land  and  ocean  in 
the  fouthern  hemifphere.  Notwithftanding  the  various  voyages, 
sn  which  this  part  of  the  globe  had  been  traverfed  in  the  many 
different  directions,  all  tending  to  render  the  exidence  of  a  fou«> 
them  continent  nH>re  in^robable,  the  faft  was  not  yet  brought 
to  a  clear  and  demonilrative  evidence.  To  determine  this  point 
vas  tbe«ciain  ol^eft  of  the  prefent  voyage,  on  which  captain 
Cook  failed  in  the  Rcfotution,  accompanied  by  eaptain  Fur- 
neaux  in  the  Adventure,  the  zd  of  April,  1772I  The  (hips  la 
which  they  embarked  were  the  moft  proper  that  could  be  con- 
trived for  fuch  a  dangerous  undertaking ;  captain  Cook  in  the 
clear,  timple,  and  manly  narrative  which  he  has  publiflied  of 
his  proceedings,  having  proved  beyond  the  poffibility  of  doubt, 
that  rorth-country  veflels,  or  fuch  as  are  built  for  the  coal  trade, 
arc  the  fitteft  for  purfuing  with  fucccfs  the  difcovery  of  remote 
countries.  To  the  nature  of  his  Ihips,  which  were  of  this  fafe 
and  cofnmodious  conilru6tion,  rather  rh!in  to  his  own  nautical 
ftill  and  abilities,  he  modeftly  afcribesthe  fingular  felicity  of  his 
Toyage,  which  was  far  beyond  the  experience  or  hopes  of  for«» 
mer  navigators. 

Beiides  the  advantages  arifing  from  the  form  of  the  veflel^' 
-and  the  ikill  of  the  commander,  the  provifion  of  every  fort 
exceeded  all  that  had  been  known  on  any  former  occaGon. 
Every  circum (lance  and  fituation  that  could  be  forefeen  or  ap* 
|).rehended  was  provided  for  with  unexampled  liberality;  A  con- 
£dcrable  Aim  of  money  was  allotted  by  parliament  to  encourage 
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A.  D.  twe  geDtlcfncriy  eminent  in  nacoral  hiftory,  to  facrifice  their 
J773- tlmfj  and  encountor  the  toils  and  dangers  of  fuch  a  voyage. 
With  the  fame  generous  ipirit  for  the  improvecnent  of  know^ 
ledge,  a  laodfcape*painter  of  merit|  tod  two  gUe  aftronomcrst 
were  alfo  engaged.  Nor  was  any  attention  omitted  which  cx>uld 
be  deemed  oeceflary  for  the  fubfiftence,  fecurityi  hesikb,  or 
comfort  of  all  the  vojagers. 

Having  failed  with  fo  many  circumfiances  in  their  favour^  thqf 
reached  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  without  meeting  with  any  rs- 
snarkable  occurrence,  and  departed  from  thence  the  22d  of  No- 
▼emberi  1772.  They  returned  to  the  fame  pUce  the  22d  of 
March,  I775»  having  failed  po  leis  than  209OOO  leagues  in  two 
years  and  four  months }  an  extent  of  voyage  nearly  equal  to 
three  times  the  equatorial  circumference  of  the  earth,  and  which, 
it  is  highly  -probable,  pever  was  traverfed  by  any  other  (hip  in 
ftn  equal  period  of  time.  When  we  take  into  computation  the 
voyage  to  and  from  the  Cape  to  England,  the  .whole  time  con-* 
fumc4  is  above  three  years,  during  which  they  experienced  every 
variety  of  climate  from  52  degrees  north  latitude  to  71  degrees 
ibuth,  and  were  continually  expofed  to  all  the  hard(hips  and  fa^ 
tigue  infeparable  from  a  feafaring  life ;  and  yet  what  is  mo(V  ex* 
traordinary,  the  numerous  (hip's  company  on  board  the  Refolu* 
tion  preferved  a  more  uninterrupted  (late  of  good  health,  than 
ffterhaps  they  could  have  enjoyed  on  (hore  in  the  moft  temperate 
climate  of  the  earth.  In  that  long  and  various  courfe,  of  1 18 
perfonB  Only  four  were  lofl;  and  of  that  four  only  one  fell  a 
victim  to  ficknefs :  a  U&  unpars^Ueled  in  the  bifiory  of  naviga- 
tion. 

In  the  mod  healthy  climates  no  bills  of  mortality  have  produ* 
f:ed  fuch  an  inAance  amongd  ap  equal  numbef  of  n>en  during  a 
Jike  period.  When,  therefore,  we  confider  the  numbers  of 
/brave  feamen  who  periflied  by  marine  difeafes  under  Anfon  and 
Other  naf  igators,  the  greateft  praife  is  due  to  captain  Cook  for 
his  judicious  management  in  prcferving  the  health  of  the  men 
tinder  his  con^mand.  The  chief  prefervative  againft  the  fcurvy, 
ufed  by  this  judicious  commander,  was  fweet  wort,  which  was 
|iven  not  only  to  thofe  who  were  affli£^ed  with  that  diftemper, 
.^^t  {ikevfife  to  thofe  who  were  thought  likely  to  take  it.  Portable 
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ibup  a(nd  four  krout  were  alFo  ufed  with  Axccefs  in  preferiring  the  A.  IX 
heahh  of  the  feamen.  The  (hip's  company  were  kept  in  conftant  I773« 
dLercife,  and  their  cleanlinefs  contributed  not  a  little  to  their 
health.  The  fhip  was  frequently  purified  by  fires,  a  practice 
much  recommended  by  captain  Cook.  Freih  water  was  alfo 
an  obje£l  of  particular  attention.  Not  fatisfied  with  having 
plenty  of  that  neccflary  article,  he  would  always  have  the  pureft, 
and  thecefore,  whenever  an  opportunity  offered,  he  emptied 
what  he  bad  taken  in  a  few  days  before,  and  fiUed  his  calks 
anew.  As  a  teftimony  of  regard  for  thefe  important  improve* 
inents  for  preferving  the  health  of  feamen,  the  Royal  Society  was 
pleafed  to  beftow  Sir  Godfrey  Copley's  medal  upon  captain 
Cook. 

'The  firft  cruize  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  November  2  2d, 
1772,  was  employed  in  afcertaining  the  great  queflion  concern* 
ing  the  Terra  Auftralis  incognita^  The  two  fliips  failed  in  com* 
pany,  and  the  loth  of  December  following,  being  in  latitude  50 
degrees,  40  minutes  fouth,  faw  the  firft  ice.  The  mafs  was 
fibout  $0  feet  high,  and  half  a  mile  In  circuit,  fiat  at  top,  and 
its  fides  rofe  in  a  perpendicular  direction,  againft  which  the  fea 
broke  exceedingly  high.  From  this  time  the  icy  mountains  be- 
gan to  be  very  frequent,  exhibiting  a  view  as  pleafing  to  the  eye 
as  terrible  to  refleflion;  "  for,"  fays  the  captain,  ".were  a 
«  (hip  to  get  againft  the  weather«fide  of  one  of  thefe  mafles  of 
<<  ice,  when  the  fea  runs  high,  (be  would  be  dafhed  to  pieces  in 
**  a  moment/'  On  the  14th,  being  in  latitude  54  dcgreesf 
50  minutes  fouth,  21  degrees,  34  minutes  eafi,  they  were 
ilopped,  in  their  route  to  the  fouthward,  by  an  immenfe  field  of 
low  ice,  to  which  no  end  could  be  fcen  to  the  fouth  eaft  or  weft^ 
In  different  parts  were  hills  of  ice,  like  thofe  that  had  been  be- 
fore found  floating  in  the  fea;  and  the  fhip's  company  were^often 
amufed'  with  the  flattering  profpe£l  of  land,  which  turned  out 
to  be  fog-banks.  A  boat  was  here  hoifted  out  to  try  the  dlreAion 
of  the  current,  and  Mr.  Wales  the  aftronomer,  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Fofter  the  naturalift,  took  the  opportunity  of  going  in  her 
to  make  experiments  on  the  temperature  of  the  fea  at  different 
depths.  A  thick  fog  came  on,  which  blackened  into  fuch  a  de* 
gr^p  qf  obfcurit^,  that  they  iotirelv  loft  fight  of  both  the  fliips. 
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A-  D.  In  a  four*oared  boat,  in  an  immenfe  ocean,  far  from  any  hoffn- 
'773*  table  ftiore,  furrounded  with  ice,  aod  deftitute  ofproviOons,  their 
fituation  was  as  frightfal  as  any  that  can  well  be  imagined.  la 
this  dreadful  fufpenfe,  they  determined  to  lie  ftill,  hoping  that, 
provided  they  preferved  their  place,  the  floops  would  not  aban- 
don theau  The  moft  delightful  mufic  they  ever  heard  was  the 
jingling  of  the  bell  of  the  Adventure,  which  took  them  on  baaird. 
The  fliips  then  changed  their  courfe  to  the  eaftward,  where  the 
large  iflandsof  ice  were  hourly  feen  in  all  dircAions ;  fo  that  they 
became  as  familiar  to  thofe  t>n  board  as  the  clouds  and  the  fca. 
A  ftrong  refledion  of  white  on  the  fkirts  of  the  Iky  was  a  cer- 
tain indication  of  thefe  iflands ;  although  the  ice  itfelf  is  not  en- 
tirely white,  but  often  tinged,  efpccially  near  the  furfacc  of  the 
fea,  with  a  beautiful  befylline  blue.  This  colour  fometimes  ap- 
peared ao  or  30  feet  above  the  furface,  and  was  moft  probably 
produced  by  fome  particles  of  fea-water  dafhed  againfl  the  mais 
in  tempeftuous  weather.  Different  (hades  of  white  were  frc- 
<juently  obfcrved  in  the  larger  iflands,  lying  above  each  other  In 
ilrata  of  a  foot  high,  which  confirms  captain  Cook's  opinion 
concerning  the  formation  and  increafe  of  thefc  mafTcs  by  heavy 
falls  of  fnow  at  different  intervals.  The  a6th  the  iflands  ftill 
furrounded  them,  behind  one  of  which,  in  the  evening,  the  fct- 
ting  fun  tinged  its  edges  with  gold,  and  brought  upon  the  whole 
mafs  a  beautiful-  fufFufion  of  purple.  <^  Although,'*  fays 
captain  Cook,  **  this  was  the  middle  of  fummer  with  us,  I 
^«  much  quedion  if  the  day  was  colder  in  any  part  of  England. 
«  The  mercury  in  Fahrenheit's  thermometer  conftantly  kept 
««  below  the  freezing  point.  The  fhooting  at  penguins  afford- 
*<  ed  great  fport  but  little  profit,  the  birds  diving  fo  frequently 
«  in  the  water,  and  continuing  fo  long  under  it,  that  the  fow- 
*<  Icrs  were  generally  obliged  to  give  over  the  purfuit.  Their 
**  thick  gloiTy  plumage  turned  off  the  fmsdl  fhot,  and  it  was 
**  neceffary  to  attack  them  with  ball." 

Having  hitherto  met  with  no  land,  captain  Cook  determined, 
January  ad,  J  773,  to  go  in  fearch  of  Cape  Circumcifion,  which 
is  laid  down  by  Bouvet  in  58  degrees,  53  minutes  fouth,  10 
<iegrees  6  minutes  eaft-,  but  as  he  faw  no  appearance  of  it  in  that 
^tuationi  although  the  weather  was  very  clear,  he  fuppofed  it 

to 
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to  have  been  nothing  but  fields  and  mountains  of  ice.  January  A.  D. 
9tb,  three  boats  were4ioifted  out,  and  in  a  few  hours  took  up  as  ^773^ 
much  ice  as  yielded  fifteen  tons  of  good  frefli  water.  The  fait 
which  adhered  to  the  ice  was  fo  trifling  as  not  to  be  tafted,  and 
intircly  drained  off  by  lying  a  fllort  time  on  the  deck.  Cranzt 
fome  years  ago  advanced  in  his  hiftory  of  Greenland^  that 
thofe  great  mafies  of  ice  in  the  northern  feas  difiblved  into  fireih  . 
water,  from  which  he  inferred,  that  they  owed  their  origin  to 
the  vaft  rivers  of  thofc  hyperborean  regions;  but  it  was  rcfcrved 
to  captain  Cook  to  eitablifh  the  doArine,  that  the  freezing  of  fea« 
water  into  ice,  not  only  deprives  it, of  all  its  fait  particles,  but 
that  it  will  thaw  into  foft,  potable,  and  mod  wholefome  water» 
He  has  alfo  proved  by  experience  that  the  bad  qualities  which 
for  fo  many  ages  have  been  attributed  to  melted  fnow  and  ice* 
water  are  deftitute  of  all  foundation.  This  happy  difcovcry  of 
deriving  the  greateft  advantage  from  the  ice  mountains,  which  , 
feem  to  threaten  our  navigators  with  nothing  iefs  than  de- 
ilruflion,  enabled  them  to  perfeverc  in  their  voyage  for  a  length 
of  time  that  would  have  been  otherwife  impoffible,  and  concri^ 
•buted  to  that  unparalleled  degree  of  health,  which  they  fo  for- 
tunately enjoyed.  \ 

January  17th,  they  crofled  the  Antarftic  circle  in  longitude  39 
degrees,  35  minutes  eafi:,  which  had  till  then  remained  impenetra* 
ble  to  all  former  navigators.  The  ice^iflands  became  more  and  >  . 
more  numerous;  and  in  longitude  67  degrees,  15  minutes  foutb, 
an  immenfe  field  of  congelation  extended  to  the  fouthward  as  far 
as  the  eye  could  reach,  whidi  obliged  captain  Cook  to  put  about^ 
and  ftand  north-eaft  by  north.  Here  were  feen  many  whales 
playing  about  the  ice,  and  various  fiocks  of  brown  and  white 
pintadoes,  which  were  named  Antar6tic  peterels,  becaufe  they 
feemed  to  be  natives  of  that  region.  January  3 1  il,  t  wo  iflands  of 
ice  were  feen  in  latitude  50  degrees,  50  minutes  fouth,  one  of 
which  appeared  to  be  falling  to  pieces  by  the  crackling  noife  it 
made;  and  this  was  the  laft  ice  feen,  until  they  returned  agaia 
to  the  fouthward.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  this  latitude  they 
fell  in  with  the  iflands  difcovered  by  Meflrs.  Thirguclen,  St. 
Alloiiard  and  Marion,  French  navigators,  all  of  which  were 
iflands  of  inconfiderable  extent^  high^  rocky,  dcftitute  of  trees 

and 
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A.  D#  and  almoft  iatircly  barren.     It  was  fuppofed  that  the  Fneadl 
^773'  had  difcovered  the  north  cape  of  a  great  feothern  continent  ^  but 
though  that  land  was  not  found  by  captain  Cook,  his  long  na- 
vigation proves,  that  their  difcoveryi  if  not  an  ice  field,  cauldr 
.only  be  a  fmall  ifland, 

.The  Refolution  loft  fight  of  the  Adventure  the  8th  of  Fe- 
bruary, and  the  two  floops  continued  feparate  for  the  reft  of 
the  cruize,  hut  afterwards  met  in  Queen  Charlottc^s  found  in 
New  Zealand.  They  proceeded  together  to  Otaheite^  and 
other  iflands  within  the  tropics,  and  again  feparated  near  to 
Cook's  ftreights,  and  never  more  joined  during  the  voyage. 
Captain  Furneaux  returned  a  fecond  time  to  the  place  of  ren- 
dezvous at  Queen  Charlotte's  found,  but  his  .confort  having  left 
that  place  a  confiderable  time  before  his  iarrival,  he,  after  rc«* 
fre(hing  his  crew,  fet  fail  for  England,  which  be  reached  in 
July  1774. 

The  Refolution  continmng  her  voyage,  in  58  degrees  fouth, 
captain  Cook  obferved  for  the  firft  time,  on  February  17th.  the 
Aurora  Auftralis,  a  phaenomenon  which  had  never  before  been 
taken  notice  of  by  any  navigator  in  the  fouthem  hemifphere. 
It  confided  of  long  columns  of  a  ctear  white  light,  fhooting  up 
from  the  horizon  to  the  eaftward,  almoft  to  the  zenith,  and 
fpreading  gradually  over  the  whole  fouthem  part  of  the  iky* 
Thcfe  columns  differed  from  the  fouthem  lights  in  being  al« 
ways  of  a  whitifli  colour*  The  fky  ^as  generally  clear  when 
they  appeared  and  the  air  fliarp  and  cold,  the  thermometer 
(landing  at  the  freezing  point.  In  March  26ch,  captain  Cook 
made  the  coaft  of  Nbw  Zealand,  and  anchored  in  Dulky  bay^ 
after  having  been  one  hundred  and  feventeen  days  at  fea,  without 
having  once  feen  any  land,  in  which  time  the^  had  lailed  three 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty  leagues. 

The  captain  continued  during  the  following  months^  which 
are  the  winter  feafon  in  that  climate,  to  vifit  his  old  firiends  at 
Otaheite,  the  Society  and  Friendly  Iflands ;  and  after  examin- 
ing a  fpace  of  more  than  40  degrees  of  longitude  between  the 
tropics,  he  returned  to  Queen  Charlotte**  found*  There  he 
changed  the  fair-weather  rigging  of  his  ihip  for  fuch  as  might 
refift  the  ftorms  and  rigours  of  the  high  fouthem  IatitodeS|  and 

fct 


4>F    King     GEORGE    III.  353 

let  fail  the  27th  November  to  explore  the  unknown  parts  of  the  A.  D. 
^Pacific  Ocean.  On  December  6th  he  reached  the  5  ift  degree,  32  *773' 
xninutes  fouth  latitude,  and  the  1 80th  degree  eaft  longitude,  con* 
fcquently  the  point  of  the  antipodes  of  London.     JDecembcr 
15th,  in6i5  degrees  fouth,  and  159   degrees  weft,  the  farther 
courfc  to  the  fouthward  whs    interrupted  by  the   ice-iflands, 
among  which  they  were  almoft  embayed,  which  obliged  them 
to  tack  to  the  north,  aiid  foon  after  they  got  clear  of  all  the 
ice,  but  not  without  receiving  feveral  knocks  from  the  larger 
pieces,  which  would  have  deftroyed  any  veffel  lefs  carefully  pre- 
pared to  refift  thofe  repeated  fhocks.     They  croflcd  the  An- 
tar£lic  circle  a  fccond  time  on  December  the  20th,  in  the  longi- 
tude of  147  degrees,  46  minutes  weft.     The  Ticxt  morning  thcjr 
faw  innumerable,  ice-iflands,  high  and  i*ngged,  their  tops  form- 
ed into  various  peaks,  which  diftinguifhed  them   from  tbo(e 
hitherto  obferved,  which  were  (Sommonly  flat  at  the  top;  Many 
of  thofe  now  feen  were  between  two  and  three  hundred  feet  in 
height,  and  between  two  and  three  miles  in  circuit,  with  pei*- 
pcndicular  cliffs  or  fides,  aftonifhing  to  behold.     Moft  of  their 
vringed  companions  had  now  left  thent,  except  the  grey  alba- 
trofles,  and  inftead  of  the  other  birds,  they  were  vifited  by  a 
few  Antarflic  pcterels,  two  of  which  were  (hot.     From  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  former,  captain  Cook  fays,  «  we  may  with 
««  reafon  conjefturc  that  there  is  land  to  the  fouth."    Decem- 
ber the  22d,  they  had  penetrated  to  6^  degrees,  3 1  minutes 
fouth,  being  the  highcft  latitude  they  had  yet  reached.     The 
longitude  was  142  degrees,  54  minutes  weft.     They  celebrated 
Chriftmas  day  the  25th  with  great  feftivity,  the  failors  fcaffc- 
ing  on  a  double  portion  of  pudding,  and  regaling  themfelves 
with  the  brandy  which  they  had  faved  frdm  their  allowance  fe- 
veral months  before,  being  folicitous  to  get  very  drunk.     Th« 
fight  of  an  immenfe  number  of  ice-iflands,  among  which  the 
ftiip  drifted  at  the  mercy  of  the  current,  every  moment  in  dan- 
ger of  being  dafhcd  in  pieces,  could  not  deter  them  from  in- 
dulging in  their  favourite  amufcment;  as  long  as, they  had 
brandy  left,  they  would  perfift  to  k^ep  Chriftmas,  though  the 
elements  had  confpircd  together  for  their  dcftruftion. 
Vol.  IV.  T  y  January 


^TiT  NAVALHISTORT 

A»  ©•  January  3d,  1 774,  being  in  latitude  5^  degrees  fouth,  and1oit> 
*774*  gitudc  140  degree*  31  minutes  weft,  the  wind  obliged  them  to 
fbeer  more  to  the  north^eaft  than  tbej  would  have  cholcD,  by 
which  theykft unexamined  a  fpace  of  40  degrcesof  longitude,  and 
aodegrees  of  latitude  ;  which,  however,  was  afterwards  explored 
on  the  return  of  the  Rcfolution  next  year,  and  likcwile  by  captaia 
Fumeaux  in  the  Adventure  much  about  this  time.  Tlie  wind 
incrcafed  fo  much  on  January  the  I5ih,  that  it  was  vcxy  doubt- 
ful whether  our  navigators  would  return  to  give  an  accooct  of 
their  voyage,  ^t  nine  at  night  a  huge  mountainous  wave  ftrucl 
the  (hip  on  the  beam  and  filled  the  deck  with  a  deluge  of  wa- 
ter,  which  ponved  into  the  cabin,  extinguiOied  the  lights,  and 
left  the  gentlemen  there  in  doubt  whether  they  were  not  en- 
tirely overwhelmed,,  and  Cnking  into  the  aby&  They  paflcd 
for  a  third  time  the  Autarkic  circle  on  January  a6th,  in  lon- 
gitude 109  degrees  weft,  when  they  found  the  mildeft  fuo-fhine 
that  had  been  e3q>erienced  in  the  frigid  zone.  This  kd  them  to 
entertain  hopes  of  penetrating  as  fa?  towanis  the  fouth  pole  as 
other  navigators- had  done  towards  the  north;  but  the  next  day 
they  difcovered  a  folid  ice  iteld  before  them  of  imroenfe  extent,, 
bearing  from  eaft  to  weft«  A  bed  of  fragments  floated  all  round 
this  field,  which  feemed  to  be  raifbd  feveral  feet  high  above  the 
level  of  the  water.  Whilft  in  this  fituation,  they  obferved  the 
foutheni  part  of  the  horizon  illuminated  by  the  rays  of  light  re-^ 
flefied  from  the  ice  to  an  amazing  height.  Nioety^feven  ice- 
iftands  were  counted  within  the  field,  befide  thefe  on  theoutlide  ^ 
many  of  them  were  large,  and  looked  like  a  ridge  of  moun- 
tains, rifing  one  above  another  till  they  were  loft  in  the  clouds. 
The  outer  or  northern  edge  of  this  immenfe  field  was  compofed 
of  loofe  or  broken  ice  clbie  packed  together ;  fo  that,  it  was  nor 
poflible  for  any  thing  to  enter  it.  Captain  Cook,  bowevar,  is 
of'opinion,  that  there  muft  be  land  to  the  fouth  ^behind  this  ice; 
but  adds,  <<  It  can  aftbrd  no  better  retreat  for  birds,. or  any 
**  other  animak,  than  the  ice  itfelf,  with  which  it  muft  be  en- 
«<  tirely  covered.  I  who  was  ambitious  not  only  of  gomg  far* 
<«  thcr  than  any  body  had  gone  before,  but  as  far  as  it  was 
«  poftible  for  man  to  go,  was  not  forry  at  meeting  with  this  in- 
'<*  terruption ;  as  it  in  fome  meafurc  relieved  us,  and  ihortcnod 

«  the. 
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*«  tbc  dvigers  and  hardfhips  infcparablc  from  the  navigation  ^^.  D. 
««  of  the  fouthcrn' polar  regions.     Since  then   we   could  not  1 774. 
'<«  proceed  farther  to  the  fouth,  no  other  reafos  need  be  afligned 
*«  for  my  tacking  and  landing  back  to  the  north,  being  at  this 
-*«  time  in  the  latitude  of  71   degrees,  10  minutes  fouth,  and 
'-*«  longitude  106  degrees,  54  minutes  weft." 

Captain  Cook  then  went  in  fearch  of  the  land,  faid  to  have  heen 
llifcovered  by  Juan  Fernandez  about  a  century  ago,  in  latitude 
36  degrees,  and  laid  down  by  Mr-  Dalrymple  in  93  degrees 
vreftj^  but  no  fuch  land  was  found  in  thisfituation.:  if  there  is  any 
land  in  the  neighbourhood,  it  can  be  nothing  but  a  fmall  ifland 
The  captain  then  proceeded  to  the  Maiquefas  iflandsdifcovered  by' 
Mendana  in  1 59^ ,  and  vifited  a  fecond  time  dnring  this  voyage  the 
queen  of  tropical  iflands,  Otahcite  ;  where,  having  refr;:(hcd^  be 
failed  for  the  new  Hebrides,  which  though  difcovered  as  evly  a» 
J  606  by  that  great  navigator  Q^ira*?,  had  never  been  fuffieientlf' 
explored.  Captain  Cook,  befides  afcertaining  the  extent  aad 
Situation  of  the  iflands  of  this  Archipelago,  which  had  been 
barely  feen  by  others,  added  the  knowledge  of  feveral  befece 
unknown^  which  intitled  him  to  give  the  whole  the  appeUatlen 
ivbich  they  now  bear  They  arentuatedinthedire£kionofiK)rttK-  . 
north  weft  and  fouth-ibuth  eaft,  between  the  latitudes  of  34 
x^egrees,  ctp  mmutes,  and  20  degrees^  4  minuie» -fouth,  and  be- 
tween the  longitudes  of  166  degrees^  41  minutes,  and  170  de^- 
grees,  .2t  minutes  eaft,  extending  125  leases*  Of  all  thcfo 
inlands  'Fierra  del  Efpiritu  Santo  is  the  nioft  wefterty  and  the 
fcrgeft,  bemg  twenty-two  leagues  in  length,  and  twelve  in 
breadth.  The  lands,  efpecially  on  the  weft  ^ijde,  are  exceed. 
ingly  high  and  mountainous,  generally  covered  with  wood,  and 
the  vallies  uncommonly  luxuriant,  watered  by  ftreams  and  chc^  , 

quercd  with  plantations.  On  the  weft  fide  is  a  hrge  and  fafe 
bay,  the  two  pomts  which  form  its  entrance  lying  at  the 
diftance  of  ten.  leagues  from  each  other.  The  inhabhants  are 
of  a  ftout  make,  dark  colour,  with  woolly  hair ;  though -*Imoft 
naked,  their  perfons  are  adorned  with  fhells  and  feathers  \  round 
their  middle  they  wear  a  narrow  belt,  from  which  is  hung  a 
matted  belt  which  covers  them  behind  and  before  as  low  as  the 
tuccs.  They  had  no  other  arms  but  fpears  with  two  or  three 
Y  y  X  iprongs. 
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A.  D*  prongs,  which  fccmcd  rather  intended  for  attacking  fifli  thaa 
*  7  74r  men.  The  fecond  day  after  the  (hip  arrived  on  their  coaft  they 
were  with  much  difficulty  prevailed  on  to  approach  near  enough 
.  to  receive  fome  prcfcnts,  of  which  nails  were  accepted  with 
the  grcateft  pleafure.  They  faftcncd  a  branch  of  the  pepper 
plant  to  the  rope  by  which  the  nails  were  let  down,  which  was 
the  only  return  they  made  for  the  gcneroGty  of  the  flrangcrs. 
Their  language  bears  foine  rcfemblance  to  that  of  the  Friendly' 
Iflands. 

Mailicollo  is  the  moft  confiderable  ifland  next  to  Efpiritu  San- 
to, being  i8  leagues  in  length,  and  8  at  its  greateft  breadth.  It  is 
iiojt  only  fertile,  but  appears  to  have  been  very  anciently  inhabited, 
as  the  natives  called  it  by  nearly  the  fame  name  which  Quiros  had 
received  I  ^o  years  ago.  The  people  here  are  defcribed  as  the  moft 
Ugly  and  ill-propprtion^d  that  can  well  be  imagined,  and  difier- 
tng  in  almoft  every  rcfpe<l  from   the  other   iflauders  in  the 
South  Sea.  They  arc  of  a  dark  cojour,  and  diminutive  fize,  long 
beads,  monkey  faces,  their  hair  black  and  curly,  but  not  fo 
foft  or  woolly  as  that  cf  a  negro.     The  men  go  quite  naked  i 
and  what  increafcs  their  natural  deformity  i$  a  rope  as  thick  as 
a  man'^  finger  tied  round  the  belly,  cutting  a  deep  notch  acrofs 
the  body,  which  feems  divided  into  two  parts  by  this  tight  and 
unnatural  ligature.    Moft  other  nations  invent  fome  kind  of  co« 
vcring  from  motives  of  (hame,  but  here  a  roll  of  cloth,  conti- 
finally  fattened  to  the  belt,  rather  difplays  than,  conceals,  and  is 
the  oppofite  of  modefty.     They  arc  armed  with  fpears,  bows 
and  arrows;  but  arc  of  a  more  pacific  difpofition  than  moft 
orher  favagcs,  having  ventured  to  the  ihip  without  much  invita- 
tion, aiid  rcceivW  with  much  complacence  the  prefents  offered 
them,  for  which  they  made  a  fuitable  rctutn.     "When  they  re- 
turned on  fhorc  the  (band  of  Hngipg  and  beating  their  drums 
was  heard  all  night.     Mr.  Fofter  fuppofos  there  may  be  50,000 
inhabitants  on  this  extenCv^  iilanJ,  which  contains  more  than 
60  fquare  miles,  covered  for  the  moft  part  with  a  continued 
forefty  of  which  a  few  infulated  fpots  only  are  cleared,  which 
^re  loft  ia  the  eztenCve  wild  like  faiall  iilands  in  the  Pacific 

Very 
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Very  few  women  were  fccn,  but  thofc  few  were  no  lefs  ugly  ^^  jy 
than  the  men;  of  a  fmall  ftature,  their  heads,  faces^  and  fhoul-  1774. 
ders  painted  red.  Their  food  con fifts  principally  of  vegetables^ 
vhich  they  cuhivate  with  much  care  ;  hogs  and  fowls  abound, 
and  by  means  of  their  canoes  they  draw  a  confiderable  fupply 
of  {i(h  from  the  ocean.  When  the  Refolution  was  about  to 
depart,  captain  Cook  fays>  **  the  natives  came  off  in  caiioes, 
•*  making  exchanges  with  ftill  greater  confidence  than  before, 
♦*  and  giving  fuch  extraordinary  proofs  of  their  honcily,  as'fur- 
<*  prifed  us.  As  the  fhip  at  firft  had  frefh  way  through  the 
•*  water,  feveral  of  the  canoes  dropped  aftern  after  they  had 
**  received  goods,  and  before  they  had  time  to  deliver  theirs 
«  in  return ;  inftead  of  taking  advantage  of  this,  as  our  friends 
«<  at  the  Society  Iflands  would  have  done,  they  ufcd  their  utmoft 
<*  efforts  to  get  up  with  us,  and  deliver  what  they  had  already 
««  been  paid  for  ;  one  man  in  particular  followed  us  a  confider- 
<<  able  time,  and  did  not  reach  us  till  it  was  calm,  and  the 
<<  thing  was  forgotten  ;  as  foon  as  he  came  along-iide  he  held 
<«  up  the  article,  which  feveral  on  board  were  ready  to  buy, 
<<  but  he  refufed  to  part  with  ic  till  he  faw  the  perfon  to  whom 
<<  he  had  before  fold  it ;  this  perfon  not  knowing  the  man  again, 
<<  offered  him  fomething  in  return,  which  he  conftantly  refufed, 
<<  and  fliowing  him  what  had  been  given  before,  at  length 
«*  made  him  fcnfible  of  the  nice  point  of  honour  by  which  he 
-^^  was  aftuated."  Befides  excelling  all  their  neighbours  in  pro- 
bity, they  appeared  the  mod  intelligent  of  any  nation  that  had' 
been  feen  in  the  South  Sea.  They  readily  underflood  the  mean- 
ing conveyed  by  figns  and  gefturcs,  and  in  a  few  minutes  taught 
the  gentlemen  of  the  fliip  feveral  words  in  their  language,  wCiicfaf 
is  wholly  diftinft  from  that  general  tongue  of  which  fo  many 
dialeQs  are  fpoken  at  the  Society  Iflands,  the  Marquefas, 
Friendly  Ifles,  Eafter  Ifland  and  New  Zealand,  They  were  not 
only  adiduous  in  teaching,  but  had  great  curiofity  to  learn  the 
language  of  the  ftrangers,  which  they  pronounced  with  fuch 
accuracy,  and  retained  with  fuch  force  of  recolle£lion,  as  led 
their  inftruftors  to  admire  their  extenfivc  faculties  and  quick 
apprchcnfion  5  fo  that  what   they  wanted  in  perfon   or  bcautv 
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'A.  D.  was  amply  compenfatcd  to  them  in  acutcncfs  of  underl2andiQgp 
*774«  and  probity  of  heart. 

Captain  Cook  continued  fizteen.  days  at  another  iOand  called 
Tanna,  diftinguiOied  by  a  furious  volcano,  which  was  feen 
burning  at  a  great  diftance  at  fca.  The  foil  of  thiis  ifland  is 
compofed  of  decayed  vegetables  intermixed  with  the  afhes  of 
the  volcano,  and  the  country  is  in  general  fo  covered  with  trees, 
/hrubs«  and  plants,  as  to  choak  up  tb^  bread-fruit  and  coco4 
nuts.  The  natives  are  not  numerousy  but  ftronger  and  better 
proportioned  than  the  MalUcoUei^.  Not  one  fingic  corpulent 
Ban  was  feen  here  *,  all  are  a£live  and  full  of  fpirit.  Their  fea* 
tares  are  largei^  the  nofe  broad,. but  ihfi  eyes  full  and  generally 
agreeable.  They  feem  to  excel  in  the  ufe  of  arms,  yet  they  are 
not  fond  of  labour  \  they  never  would  put  a  hand  to  aflift  m 
iny  work  the  (hip^s  company  was  carrying  on,  which  the  Indi- 
ans of  other  iflands  ufed  to  delight  in :  here  they  throw  all  the 
laborious  drudgery  on  the  women,  many  of  whom  were  feca 
carrying  a  child  on  their  backs,  and  a  bundle  under  their  arm, 
and  a  fellow  ftrutting  before  them  with  only  a  club  or  a  fpcan 
'^e  plantations  confift  of  yams,  bunanas,  eddoes  and  fngar 
canes,  all  which  being  very  low,  permit  thp  eye  to  take  in  a 
great  extent  of  country.  There  are  plenty  of  hogs,  but  very  few 
domcftlQ  fowls.  Rats  of  the  fame  fpccies  common  in  the  other 
iflands  were  feen  running  about  in  great  numbers.  They  par- 
ticularly frequent  the  fields  of  fugar  qanes,  where  they  make 
dcflru£tive  depredations. 

Captain  Cook  continued  furveying  ihcfe  iflands  during  the 
oionth  of  Auguft,  1774;  from  which  he  fet  fail  the  ifl  Sep- 
tcmher,  and  having  flood  to  fouth-wcft  all  night,  next  day  no 
more  laud  was  to  be  feen.  On  the  4th  of  September,  being  ia 
the  latitude  of  ip  degrees  14  minutes  fouth,  and  the  longitude 
of  165  degrees  eaft,  land  was  difcovered  bearing  fouth-fouth- 
ivcft,  for  which  he  continued  to  ftccr  till  five  in  the  evening. 
The  fl\ip  had  hardly  got  to  an  anchor  on  the  jth  bcforeit  was 
furrounded  by  a  great  number  of  canoes,  carrying  the  natives^ 
paoft  of  whom  were  unarmed.  They  were  prevailed  on  to  re- 
ceive fome  prefcnts,  lowered  down  to  them  by  a  rope,  in  return 
|br  which   they  tied  two  fifl)  thai  flunk  intolerably.     Thefe 
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Aiotoal  exchanges  brought  on  a  degree  of  confidence;  feveralA.^ 
€ameon  board,  and  ftajed  dinner,  but  could  not  be  perfuaded'^??^ 
to  eat  any  thing  but  yams.  They  were  cirrious  in  examining 
every  part  of  the  iliip,  which  they  viewed  with  uncommon  at- 
tention. They  werefoncl  of  fpike  nails,  and  pieces  of  coloured 
cloth,  efpecially  red.  After  dinner  the  captain  went  on  fliore 
with  two  armed  boats,  carrying  with  him  one  of  the  natives^ 
who  had  conceived  an  attachment  for  htm.  They  knded  on  a 
Tandy  beach  before  a  vaft  number  of  people,  who  had  aOenibled 
merely  from  curiofity..  The  captain  made  prefcnts  to  all  thofe 
hh  friend  pointed  oiit^  who  were  either  old  mcn>  or  fuch  as 
Teemed  to  be  perfona  of  fbme  note :  he  offered  to  make  prcfents^ 
to  fome  women  wha  flood  behind  the  crowd,  but  his  friend  re« 
ftrained  him  from  this  a£t  of  compkifance.  A  chief,  named 
Teabooma>  then  made  a  fpeech  conflfling  of  ihort  fcntences,. 
to  each  of  which  two  or  three  old  men  anfwered  by  nodding 
their  heads,  auvl  giving  a  kind  of  grunt,  fignificant  of  approba. 
tion..  The  fpeech  was  made  on  account  of  the  ftrangers,  iXy 
vrhom  it  feemed  to  be  very  favourable*  The  captain  having  then 
inquired  by  figns  for  frefh  water,  fome  pointed  to  the  eafl,  and 
others  to  the  weft.  His  friend  undertook  to  conduA  him  to  it 
in  the  boats  y  and  having  rowed  about  two  miles  up  the  coafl:  to 
the  cafl,  where  the  fhofc  was  moflly  covered  with  mangrove 
trees,,  they  entered  by  a  narrow  creek,  which  led  to  a  liitW 
'firaggling  village,  near  which  was  abundance  of  frefh  water. 
The  ground  near  this  village  was  finely  cultivated^  being  laid 
cut  in  plantations  of  fugar  cane,  plantains,  yams,  and  othep 
.  roots,  and  vi^atered  by  little  rills,  artAilly  conduced  fronv« 
the  main  ftream  which  flowed  from  the  hills.  Here  were  fome 
cocoa-nut  trees,  which  did  not  fecm  burdened  with  fruit :  th^ 
crowing  of  cocks  wa^  heard,  but  none  of  them  wcr-e  feen.  I». 
proceeding  up  the  creek,  Mr.  Fofter  ftiot  a  duck,  which  wa» 
the  firft  ufc  thefe  people  hw  of  fire-arms.  The  captain's  friend 
was  at  much  pains  to  explain  to  his  countrymen  how  it  had 
been  killed.  "The  day  being  far  fpeiit,"  fays  the  cuptain,  ««aird 
"  the  tide  not  permitting  us  to  flay  longer  in  the  creek,  we  tocik 
•«  leave  of  the  people,  and  got  on  board  a  little  after  fun-fet. 
•♦  From  thjs  little  excuffioa  I  found  we  were  ;o  cxpcft  nothing 
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A.  D.  '*  fr^**  ^'^^'^  people  but  tjic  privilege  of  viGting  their  country 

''774-**  undifturbcd.  For  it  was  cafy  to  fee  they  had  little  more  than 

**  good  nature  to  beftow.     In  this  they  exceeded  all  the  nations 

**  we  had  yet  met  j  and  aUhongh  it  did  not  fatisfy  the  demands 

**  of  nature,  it  at  once  pleafcd,  and  left  our  minds  at  cafe." 

The  captain  continued  the  greateft  part  of  the  month  in  ex- 
amining this  ifland,  to  which  he  gave  the  nahie  of  New  Caledo- 
nia. It  is  the  largcfl  of  all  the  tropical  iflaiids  in  thofe  part«, 
and|  excepting  New  Holland  and  New  Zealand,  is  the  brgeft 
that  has  been  difcovered  in  the  fouth  Pacific  Ocean.  It  extends 
from  19  degreess  37  minutes,  to  22  degrees,  30  minutes  Ibuth 
latitude,  and  from  163  degrees,  37  minutes,  to  167  degrees,  14 
minutes  eaft  longitude  j  being  twelve  degrees  diftant  from  New 
Holland  J  and  the  country  bearing  a  firrong  refemblance  to  ihofc 
parts  of  New  South  Wales  that  lie  under  the  fame  parallel  of 
latitude.  The  whole  coaft  feem^  to  be  furrounded  by  reefs  and 
flioals  which  render  the  acccfs  to  it  very  dangerous  j  but  at  the 
fame  time  guard  the  cojfls  againft  the  violence  of  the  wind  and 
fea,  caufe  them  to  abound  with  fifli,  and  fecure  an  eify  andfafe 
navigation  for  canoes.  Thefe  Indians  are  (lout,  tall,  and  in  ge- 
neral well  proportioned  ;  their  beards  and  hair  black  and  ftrong- 
ly  frizzled,  fo  as  to  be  almoft  woolly  in  fome  individuals.  They 
are  remarkably  courteous  and  friendly  j  but  their  appearance  is 
very  indecent,  every  Caledonian  being,  like  the  natives  of  Tan* 
na  and  Mallicollo,  an  ambulant  flatue  of  the  Roman  garden-god« 
Yet  there  was  not  a  (iiiglc  inftance  of  the  women  permitting 
any  improper  familiarities.  They  fomctimes  indeed  mixed  in  the 
fcrowd,  and  amufed  themfelves  with  encouraging  the  propofals 
•f  the  feamen,  beckoning  them  to  come  along  the  buflies  ;  but 
as  foon  as  the  failors  followed,  they  gave  them  the  flip,  running 
away  with  great  agility,  and  laughing  very  heartily  at  their  ri- 
diculous difappointment. 

Their  houfes  or  huts  are  circular  as  a  bee<^hive,  and  full  as 
clofc  and  warm.  The  entrance  is  by  a  fquare  hole,  big  enough 
to  admit  a  man  bent  double  ;  the  fide- walls  four  feet  and  a  half 
.  high,  the  roof  more  lofty,  peaked  at  the  top,  and  fupporting  a 
poft  of  wood  ornamented  with  carving  or  (hells.  They  com- 
qwnly  credl  fcvcral  huts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  each  other, 
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binder  a  cluftcr  of  chick  fig-treeS|  wfaofe  foliage  is  imperrious  to  A.  IX 
the  rays  of  tbe  fan.  The  (hip  did  not  contiooe  long  enoagh  on  1774* 
this  coaft  for  the  captain  to  acquire  any  certain  knowledge  coo* 
cerning  the  language!  govemmenti  and  religion  of  the  nati?es» 
They  are  governed  by  chiefe,  like  the  inhabtunts  of  the  New 
Hebrides,  and  pay  a  great  degree  of  deference  to  old  age.  No 
.circumftance  was  obferved  in  their  behaviour  which  denoted  the 
fmalleft  fuperiticion  of  any  kind. 

After  leaving  New  Caledonia,  the  Hefolution,  fteering  ibnth- 
ward,  fell  in  with  ao  uninhabited  iiland  the  i  oth  0£tober,  1 774* 
which  the  captain  named  Norfolk  Ifle,  in  honour  of  the  noble 
family  of  Howard.  It  lies  in  latitude  29  degrees  2  minutes 
fouth,  longitude  168  degrees  i6  minutes  eaft.  It  is  about  three 
miles  long,  very  deep,  covered  with  cypref^  trees,  abounding  in 
0  red  porous  lava,  which  indicates  that  this  ifland  had  been  a 
volcanow  The  produ£tions  of  New  Zealand  are  here  combined 
with  thofe  of  the  New  Hebrides  and  Caledonia,  for  the  cyprefs 
of  the  one,  as  well  as  the  cabbage  palm  of  the  other,  flourifh 
11^  great  perfe£lion ;  the  former  yielding  timber  for  tbe  carpen- 
ter, and  the  latter  affording  a  moft  palatable  and  wholefome  tc^ 
fre(hmentfc  The  fiih  caught  herci  together  with  the  birds  and 
Vegetables,  enabled  the  (hip's  company  to  fare  fumptuoufly  every 
day  during  their  ftay^  Here  is  likewire  the  valuable  flax  plant 
of  New  Zealand ;  all  which  circumftances,  if  the  ifland  were  a 
little  larger,  would  render  it  an  unetceptionable  place  for  aa 
European  fetdement. 

The  greateft  defea  of  Norfolk  iOand,  as  well  as  of  all  thofc 
lately  vifited,  is  the  fcarcity  of  animal  food,  with  which,  hotr- 
eter,  they  might  eafUy  be  ftored  in  great  abundance.  But  this 
drcumftancc  obliged  the  captain  to  fail  again  for  New  Zealand, 
where  be  came  to  an  anchor  in  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound  the 
19th  October,  1774.  Here  he  continued  till  the  loth  of  No* 
vcmber,  when,  having  already  fatisficd  himfelf  of  the  non-cxiil- 
ence  of  an  undifcovered  continent  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  examine  the  Magellanic  regions,  and  by  exploring  the 
unknown  parts  of  the  Atlantic  and  Indian  oceans,  to  complete  the 
furvey  of  the  foutbcrn  hcmifphcrc.  The  firft  objcA  of  this  cruize 
was  to  difcover  an  exteufive  coaft  laid  down  by  Mr.  Dairy mple. 

Vol.  IV.  2  z  between 
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A.  D.  between  40  and  53  degrees  weft  longitude,  and  in  the  latitude  (tf 
^774«  54  and  58  degrees  fouth,  in  which  he  places  the  bay  of  St.  Se- 
baftian.     But  no  fuch  coaft  was  to  be  found ;  and  as  captain 
Furneaux  in  the  Adventure  pafled  acrofs  that  part  where  the 
eaftern  and  weftem  fhores  are  laid  down^  ic  appears  that  no  fach 
land  exifts  in  the  fituation  affigned  to  it  in  the  Englifh  or  French 
charts.     On  January  14th,  1775,  land  was  difcovcred  in  lati- 
tude 53  degrees  56  minutes  fouth,  longitude  39  degrees  24  mr- 
nutes  weft  *,  the  mountains  appeared  of  an  immenfe  height,  co- 
i^ercd  with  fnow  and  ice  to  the  watcr^  edge.     Towards  the 
fouth  feVeral  tow  lands  were  feen,  which  appeared  to  have  fome 
iferdure  upon  them,  and  were  cherefbre  called  the  Green  Iiland& 
This  land,  which  was  at  firft  foppofed  to  be  part  of  a  great  con- 
tinent, was  found  at  length  to  be  an  ifland  of  70  leagues  in  cir- 
cuit, between  the  latitudes  of  53  degrees  57  minutes  and  54. 
degrees  57  minutes  fouth,.  and  the  longitudes  of  38  degrees  13 
minutes  and  35^  degrees  34  minutes  weft.  It  is  not  eafy  to  con- 
ceive any  thing  moredifeial  than  the  face  of  iMturein  this  ifland 
Though  it  was  in  the  midft  of  the  fummer  of  that  clnnatet  the 
ifland  feemed  in  a  manner  walled  round  with  ice,  and  muft  have 
been  nearly  inacceflible  in  any  other  feafon.     Captain  Cook 
hnded  in  a  bay  on  the  northern  fide,  which  he  called  Pofleffion 
Bay,  becaufe  here  he  took  poflcflion  for  his  majefty  of  this 
tlreary  manGon  of  ftierility  under  the  name  of  Southern  Geoi^ 
gia.     The  head  of  the  bay,  as  well  as  two  places  on  each  fide, 
were  terminated  by  perpendicular  cliffs  of  great  height,  fuch  m 
sire  found  in  the  harbour  of  Spitsbergen  in  the  northern  hemi- 
fphere.     Pieces  were  continually  breaking  ofl',  and  floating  out 
to  fea ;  and  a  great  fall  happened  while  the  fliip  was  in  the  bay, 
which  made  a  noife  like  eannon.      The  other  parts  of  the 
country  were  not  lefs  favage  aud  horrible.     The  wild  rocks 
raifed  their  lofty  fummits  till  they  were  loft  in  the  clouds,  and 
the  vallies  lay  invoked  in  fnow,  affording  no  trees  nor  fhrubs, 
nor  the  leaft  figns  of  vcgetfation.     Captain  Cook  examined  aUb 
the  fouthern  parts  of  this  ifland,  which  afforded  nothing  but  a 
ftrong-bladed  grafs  growing  in  tufts,  wild  burnet,  and  a  plant 
of  the  moflfy  kind  fpringing  from  the  rocks.     Seals,  fea-lions, 
and  penguins  were  the  only  ^appearances  of  animated  nature  in 
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'\hh  land  of  defolation»  which  the  captain  left  on  the  26th  of  At  D. 
January,  intendiog  to  fteer  eail-fouth-eaHr  until  he  arrived  in  60  <774' 
degrees  latitudei  beyond  which  he  meant  not  to^  proceed,  unlefs 
he  difcovered  certain  figns  of  falling  in  with  land.  In  the  pro* 
fecatton  of  this  defign  he  met  with  nothing  but  thick  fogs  and 
continual  iflands  of  ice,  the  unintermitting  afpefiof  which  at 
length  tired  even  this  pjcrfevering  adventurer.  JMany  on  board 
tivere  at  this  time  afflicted  with  fevere  rheumatic  pains  and  colds^ 
^and  fome  were  fuddenly  taken  with  fainting.  iitSijQnce  their  un« 
wbolefome,  juicelefs  food  could  not  fupply  the  wade  of  animal 
fpirits.  When  the  hope  of  reaching  a  milder  climate  diflufed  a* 
general  fatisfa£tion  another  frozen  country  rofe  to  their  view 
the  31ft  January.  Captain  Cook  gave  the  name  of  Sandwic^ 
Land  to  this  dilcovery,  which  may  poRibly  be  the  northern 
point  of  a  continent ;  for  he  is  of  opinion,  that  there  is  a  tra^ 
of  land  near  the  pole,  which  is  the  fource  of  moft  of  the  ice 
that  is  fpread  over  this  vaft  fouihern  ocean.  He  likewiTe  thinks 
that  it  extends  fartheft  to  the  north,  oppodte  theXouthern  At^^^ 
lantic  and  Indian  oceans  becaufe  ice  was  .always .found  more  to 
tlie  north  in  thoTcFeas  than  in  the  fouthern  Pacific,  which  he  ima« 
gines  would  not  happen  uolefe  there  was  laud  of  conGderablc 
extent  to  the  fouth.  iBut  the  danger,  of  exploring  thefe  unknown  / 
regions  of  winter  is  fo  great  that  heconckide%  feemingly  oa 
good  ground^  that  no  nuin  will  ever  venture  farther  than  he  has 
done.  The  mod  fouthern  extremity  that  was ieen  lies  in  latitude 
59  degrees  30  minutes  fouth,  longiuide  2^  degrees  30  minutes 
weft.  To  this  he  gave  the  name  of  Southern  Tbule,  beyond 
which  nothing,  perhiU)s,  will  ever  be  difcovered.  It  is  impoili- 
hle  to  conceive  any  profpc£t  more  inexpreflibly  horrid  than  thf 
appearance  of  this  country 4  a  country  doomed  by  nature  never 
to  feel  the  genial  warmth  of  the  fun's  rays,  and  where  all  life 
and  vegetation  are  for  ever  (hut  up  in  eternal  froll.  This  for« 
bidden  coaft  admitted  of  no  anchorage  ;  every  place  that  look- 
ed like  a  harbour  being  blocked  up  with  ice.  Captain  Cook 
having  thus  fully  accompliOied  the  defign  of  his  voyage,  prq- 
»aeeded  northward,  and  arrived  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  as 
iibove  mentiooed. 
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A.  D«      Before  we  conclude  the  hiftory  of  this  Tofage,  it  amft  mot  he 
^77-^*  omitted  thtt  captain  Cook,  when  he  returned  to  Otaheite,  April 
1774,  had  an  opportunity  of  exaniitting  with  more  accuracy 
than  had  been  hitherto  done,  the  na?al  fence  of  thia  ifland. 
Having  gone  by  appointment  to  the  dtftriA  called  Opparect  to 
pay  a  viGt  to  Otoo  the  Icing,  be  obfenred  a  ntimbtr  of  large 
canoes  in  mfHion ;  all  of  which*  to  the  number  of  three  faun* 
dred  and  thirty,  drew  up  in  regular  order,  completely  ovanned 
and  equipped.      The   Tcflcls  were  decorated  with  flags  and 
ftreamers,  fo  that  the  whole  made  a  more  fpiendid  appearance 
than  could  baye  been  expected  in  thofe  feaa.  Their  inftnisienrs 
Ci  war  were  clubs,  fpears,  and  ftones ;  the  canoes  were  ranged 
(dofe  aV>ng-fide  of  each  other  with  their  heads  afliore,  atid  the 
iktm  to  the  fca ;  tbe  admiraP'S  ve0el  being  nearly  in  dle.eeotre. 
Befides  the  veiTels  of  war,  there  were  an  hundred  and  feTcnty 
iail  of  fmaller  double  canoes,  all  with  a  little  houfe  upon  tbero, 
and  pigged  with  maft  and  fail,  which  the  war  caopes  bad  not. 
^rhe  former  muft  hate  been  intended  for  tranfports  and,vi£hial-- 
krs,  for  in  the  war  canoes  there  wai  no  fort   of  provifiocs 
whaterer.     In  all  the  three  hundred  and  thirty  irefiels  the  cap- 
rain  guefled  there  might  be  feven  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
iixty  men,  a  number  which,  he  fays^  appears  incredible,  efpedal* 
ly  as  be  was  told  the  whole  belonged  to.  two  diftriAs,  the  iiland 
being  divided  intp  more  than  forty.    In  thi^  computation*  how^ 
4yer,  he  allowed  but  forty  men,  troops  and  rowers,  to  each  of 
fhe  latter  canoes,  and  eight  to  each  of  the  AnaHer  ^  an  cftimate 
which  all  his  officers  agreed  rather  to  fall  ihort  of,  than  to  ex« 
ceed  the  truth.    The  fleet  was  going  out  to  attack  die  inhabi- 
tants of  Eimeo,  who  had  ventured  to  provoke  the  Otahciteans  to 
9  naTal  engagement.     I'be  captain  was  obliged  to  depart  before 
,  he  faw  the  conclufion  of  this  affair  \  but  the  marine  ftrength 
which  he  witneiTcd  led  him  to  important  refleiSkions  concerning 
the  populoufnefe  of  Otaheite.  «<  It  had  been  obferved,**  he  fays, 
^  that  the  number  of  war  canoes  belonging  to  the  diftrifb  of 
,    •^  Attahourou  and  Ahopata  was  an  hundred  and  fixty ;  to  Tet- 
f*  taha  forty,  and  to  Matavai  ten ;  and  that  this  diftri£t  did 
f<  not  equip  one  fourth  part  of  that  number*     If  we  fuppofe 
^,  every  diftri£t  in  tbe  iflandj  of  which  there  are  forty- three,  to 
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t«  raUe  and  equip  the  fame  number  of  war  canoes  as  Tettabn,  we  A.  D. 
<«  fliaH  find,  by  this  eftimate,  that  the  whole  iiland  can  ratfe  and  1774* 
<^  equip  1720  war  canoes^  and  68,000  aUe  feamen;  allowmg 
9*  forty  men  to  each  canoe.  And,  as  thefe  cannot  amount  to 
<<  abore  one  third  part  of  the  number  of  both  fexes,  children 
«  included,  the  whole  ifland  cannot  contain  kfs  than  204,000 
f*  inhabitants ;  a  number  which  at  firft  fight  exceeded  my  be- 
<<  lief.  But,  when  I  came  to  rcScSt  on  the  Taft  fwarm»  which 
.  ^*  appeared  whercTcr  we  caa>e^  I  was  convinced  that  this  eftimate 
<<  was  not  much,  if  at  all,  too  great.  There  cannot  be  a  greater 
^<  proof  of  the  rkhnefs  and  fertility  of  Otaheite,  (not  forty 
^*  leagues  in  circuit),  than  its  fupporting  fuch  a  number  of  in* 
«•  habitants."  We  now  return  from  defcribing  the  difeoveries 
of  tha  enterprizing  and  judicious  commander,  to  relate  the  fe- 
quel  of  our  domeftic  misfortunes. 

It  has  b^n  already  obferved,  that  although  the  mintftry  had 
given  way  t(»  the  refractory  fpirit  of  the  colonies  in  many  other 
inftances,  yet  the  odious  and  il]*judged  tax  on  tea  imported  into 
America  was  ftill  fupported  by  the  force  of  an  a£t  of  parlia* 
xnent.  This  regulation,  which  had  been  much  objrfled  to  at 
home,  was  univerfally  obnoxious  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlan* 
tic.  The  Americans  forefaw,  that  if  the  tea  was  once  landed^ 
and  in  the  hands  of  confignees  appointed  by  the  £aft  India  Com- 
pany, which  had  lately  fallen  under  the  dircAion  of  govem^i 
ment,  it  would  be  impofiible  to  prevent  its  fale  and  confumption : 
and  they  therefore  conGdered  the  duty  on  this  commodity  as  a 
meafure  calculated  to  deceive  them  into  a  general  compliancy 
with  the  revenue  laws,  and  thereby  to  open  a  door  to  unlimited 
taxation,  ^efides,  all  the  dealers  both  legal  and  clandeftine,. 
who,  as  tea  is  an  article  of  fuch  general  confomption  in  Ameri- 
ca, were  extremely  powerful,  faw  their  trade  at  once  taken  out 
of  their  hands.  Views  of  private  intereft  thus  confjMring  with 
motives  of  public  zeal,  the  fpirit  of  oppofition  univerfally  diffu- 
fed  itfelf  throughout  the  colonies,  who  determined  to  prevent 
fhe  landing  of  the  tea  by  every  means  in  their  power. 

Meanwhile  the  tea  (hips  had  failed  from  England,  Oftober, 
1773,  with  the  following  deftinations:  For  Bofton,  New  York, 
s|nd  Philadelphia,  three  Ihips,  each  loaded  whh  600  chefts  of 
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A*  D.  tea  ^  for  Charlctlown  and  Rbode-Ifland,  two  (hips,  loaded  wkh 
X774-  200  cbcfts  each  }  the  whole  amounting  to  2200  chcfts.  As  the 
time  of  this  arrival  approached,  the  people  aflembled  in  different 
places  in  great  bodies  in  order  to  concert  meafures  for  prevent- 
ing this  dangerous  importation.     The  coniignees  appointed  for 
vending  the  tea  by  the  Ez&  India  Company,  were  compelled,  ia 
mod  places,  at  the  riik  of  their  lives  and  properties,  to  relin- 
quiih  their  employments.    Committees  were  appointed  by  the 
people  to  propofe  teds,  and  to  punilh  thofe  who  refuied  fub- 
fcribing  whatever  was  propofcd,  as  enemies  to  their  coootry. 
Ifl  the  tumultuary  ademblies  held  on  thefe  occafions  innume* 
rable   refolutions   were   paiTed    derogatory  to  the  legiilattve 
power  of  Great  Britain.     In6ammatory  hand*bills  and  other 
feditious  papers  were  publiflied  at  New  York,  Charleftown,  and 
Philadelphia;  but  Bofton,  which  had  fo  long  taken  the  lead  in 
rebellion,  was  the  fcene  of  the  firft  outrage.     The  fliips  laden 
with  tea  having  arrived  in  that  port,  were  boarded  { 1 8th  De- 
cember, 1 773)  by  a  number  of  armed  men,  under  the  difguKe  of 
Mohawk  Indians,  who  in  a  few  hours  difcharged  the  valuable 
cargoes  into  the  fea.     Charleftown  in  South  Carolina  followed 
this  pernicious  example.  At  New  York  alone  the  tea  was  land* 
<d  dnder  the  cannon  of  a  map  of  war. 

When  the  American  difpatchcs  arrived,  March  7,  1 774,  and 
brought  advice  of  the  outrages  committed  againft  the  tea-fliips 
:it  Bolton,  his  majefty  fent  a  mefllige  to  both  hqufes,  in  which 
they  are  informed,  that  in  confequcncc  of  the  unwarrantable 
practices  carried  on  in  North  America,  and  particularly  <)£  the 
violent  proceedings  at  the  town  and  port  of  Bofton,  with  a  view 
o.f  obIlru£ting  the  commerce  of  this  kingdom,  and  upon  grounds 
and  pretences  immediately  fubverfive  of  its  conftitution,  it  was 
thought  fit  to  lay  the  whole  matter  before  parliament ;  that  they 
may  enable  his  majefty  to  take  fudi  meafures  as  may  be  moft 
likely  to  put  an  immediate  ftop  to  thofe  diforders,  and  confider 
what  farther  regulations  may  be  neceflary  for  fecuring  the  exe- 
cution of  the  laws,  and  the  juft  dependence  of  the  colonies  upon 
the  crown  and  parliament  of  Great  Britain.  The  minifter  who 
delivered  this  meilage  allowed,  that  the  deftruQion  of  the  tea  at 
^oilon  might  have  been  preyented  by  calling  in  the  afiiftance  of 

the 


oVEingGEORGEIU.  J67 

the  naval  force  which  lay  in  the  harbour ;  but  as  the  leading  A.  I>. 
znen  in  that  city  had  always  made  great  complaints  of  the  inter-  1774«^ 
pofition  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  charged  all  diftorbances  of 
every  fort  to  their  account,  this  affiftance  had  with  great  pru- 
dence been  declined  i  the  Bofionians  were  left  to  the  free  exev- 
cife  of  their  own  judgment,  and  the  refuk  had  given  the  lie  to 
all  their  former  profeflions. 

The  meflage  and  declaration  feemed  to  be  at  variance  with 
each  other.  In  the  former  his  majefty  defires  the  parliament  to 
impower  him  to  flop  the  courfe  of  diforders,  which  the  minifler 
allows  might  have  been  prevented  by  the  exertion  of  that  force 
with  which  he  was  already  intrufted.  But  it  feems  that  govern- 
anent  had  not  as  yet  been  fufficiently  perfuaded  of  the  evil  intent- 
tions  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boflon,  and  wiffaed  to  give  them  a  far- 
ther opportunity  of  difphying  the  moft  exteniive  depravity  of 
their  political  charafters.  This  being  now  evident  to  every  unw 
prejudiced  mind,  the  minifter  opened  his  plan  for  the  reftoration 
of  peace,  order,  juftice,  and  commerce  in  the  Maflachufet's  Bay. 
He  ftated  that  the  oppofition  to  the  authority  of  parliament  had 
always  originated  in  that  colony,  which  had  been  irrftrgated  to  a 
rebellious  conduA  by  the  irregular  and  feditious  proceedings  of 
the  town  of  Boflon.  That  therefore,  for  the  purpofe  of  a  the-' 
rough  reformation,  it  became  neceflary  to  begin  with  that  town, 
which  by  a  late  unparalleled  outrage  had  led  the  way  to  the  de- 
firudtion  of  commerce  in  all  parts  of  America.  That,  had  fufh 
an  infult  been  offered  to  Britifh  property  in  a  foreign  pon,  the 
nation  would  have  been  intitled  to  demand  fatisfa£lion.  He  pro- 
pofed,  therefore,  that  the  town  of  Bofton  fliould  be  obliged  to 
pay  for  the  tea  which  had  been  deftroycd,  and  to  give  fccurity 
in  future  that  trade  may  be  fafcly  carried  on,  property  protcft- 
cd,  laws  obeyed,  and  duties  regularly  paid.  For  this  purpofe, 
he  faid,  it  would  be  neceflary  to  take  away  from  Bodon  the 
privilege  of  a  port  until  his  majefty  ftiould  be  fatisficd  in  theft 
particulars.  Upon  thefe  arguments  leave  was  given  to  bring  in 
a  bill  (March  14th)  **  for  the  immediate  removal  of  the  officers 
••  concerned  in  coUefting  the  cuftoms  from  the  town  of  Bofton 
««  in  the  province  of  the  Maflachufet's  Bay  in  North  America, 
*^  and  to  difcQQtinue  the  landing  and  difcharg^ng,  lading  an4 
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A«D.  ^<  fliippmg  of  goods,  wanes,  and  mcrchandife  at  the  find  tthni 

1774.  <<  of  Bofton,  or  within  the  harbour  thereof.^    This  bill  paied 

in  the  houfe  of  commons  the  2;th  of  March ;  and,  after  being 

tarried  up  to  the  lords,  received  the  royal  aflent  the  31ft  of 

March. 

Thk  law  forma  the  aera  at  which  has  been  dated  the  decifive 
refolution  of  parliament  to  proceed  to  extremities  with  the  pn>- 
'vince  of  Maflachufn's  Bay.  Bcfides  the  (hips  of  war  already 
in  America,  the  Prefton,  admiral  Graves,  with  the  Royal  Oak, 
Worcefter,  and  Egmont,  were  ordered  to  repair  with  all  cosh 
Tcnient  fpeed  to  Bofton.  But  at  the  fame  time  that  thefe  idb- 
lutions  were  taken,  general  Gage  was  appointed  governor  of  the 
obnoxious  colony,  a'gcntleman  who  bad  long  rcfided  there,  and 
was  well  acquainted  with  the  inhabitants,  with  whom  he  had 
formed  the  mod  intimate  conne£tions.  lliis  to  many  afibrded 
a  proof  that  the  miniftry  had  fallen  back  into  their  former  irre- 
ibiution ;  and  the  Bollonians  threatened  on  the  one  hand  with 
an  z&  which  deprived  them  of  their  ordinary  means  of  fubfift* 
ence,  and  foothed  on  the  other  by  the  appointment  of  a  gover-^ 
nor  moft  agreeable  to  their  wifhes,  Qujnt»ned  their  wonted 
fpirit,  and  continued  to  defy  the  equivocal,  temporizing  timidity 
of  the  mother  country.  They  ventured  to  hold  a  town«meeting, 
at  which  they  refolved  to  invite  the  other  colonies  to  flop  all  im- 
ports and  exports  to  and  from  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the 
Weft  Indies,  until  the  Bodon  port  bill  Ihould  be  repealed*  They 
artfully  conneAed  the  Ufcty  oi  the  liberties  of  North  America 
with  the  punifhment  of  one  rebeliiou.  city,  and,  expatiating  on 
the  injuftice  and  cruelty  of  the  oilious  bill,  appealed  £rom  k  to 
God  and  the  world.  T!ie  gov  jrnor  arrived  the  middle  of  May, 
and  was  received  at  Bofton  with  the  ufual  honours*  -He  laid 
nothing  before  the  provincial  aiTembly  but  what  the  ordinary  bu- 
fmefs  required  1  but  gave  them  notice  of  their  removal  to  the 
<own  of  Salem  on  the  firft  of  June,  in  ptirfuance  of  the  Uu  a£l 
of  parliament* 

Meanwhile  the  Boilon  port  bill,  as  well  as  the  refbluticins 
taken  at  the  town-meeting,  were  difpatched  to  every  part  of  the 
continent.  Thcfc*,  like  the  Fury's  torch,  fct  the  countries  every 
where  in  a  flame  through  which  they  pafisd*   At  New  York  the 
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fiopulate  had  copies  of  the  bill  printed  upon  mourning  paper.  A*  D. 
which  they  cried  about  the  ftrects  under  the  title  of  a  barbarous,  »774' 
cruel)  bloody^  and  inhuman  murden  The  houfc  of  burgefles  in 
Virginia  appointed  the  firft  of  June,  the  day  on  which  the  So- 
fton  bill  was  to  have  effcA,  to  be  fet  apart  for  falling,  prayer* 
and  humiliation;  an  example  which  was  followed  by  ajmoft 
every  province  of  North  America.  Even  the  inhabU«nt9  of  3a» 
lem  who  derived  evident  advantage  from  the  degradation  of  a 
neighbouring  town,  declared  that  they  muft  be  dead  to  every 
idea  of  juiiice,  and  loft  to  all  the  feelings  of  humanity,  if  thcf 
Hcould  indulge  one  thought  to  feize  on  wealthy  and  raife  thieir  lot^ 
tunes  on  the  ruins  oiF  their  fiiffering  neighbour!. 

Thus  the  Bofton  port  bill,  unaflifted  by  thefe  a£live  exertions 
of  the  military  or  naval  power  of  Great  Britain  which  might 
have  rendered  it  an  obje£t  of  terror,  i^aifed  a  dame  frdm  one 
end  to  the  other  of  the  continent  of  America,  and  waited  bU  th^ 
old  colonies  in  one  ciDmtnon  caiife.  They  all  agreed  in  dcterw^ 
ning  not  to  fiibmit  to  the  payment  of  any  iaternal  ta^es  that  wer^o 
not  impofed  by  their  own  al&mblies,  and  to  fiifpend  all  com- 
merce with  the  mother  country,  until  the  American  grievances  i^ 
general,  and-thofe  in  Maflachufet's  Bay  in  particular,  were  fuller 
redreiied.  '  Nor  were  they  lefs  unanimous  iq  entering  iiito  a  ge- 
neral agreement,  which  was  forhied  at  Bofton  under  the  namp 
of  a  folemn  league  and  covenant  for  mutually  fupp0rting  each 
other,  and  maintaining  what  they  deemed  the  rights  of  freemen, 
inviolate^  They  foon  after  appointed  deputies  from  each  pro- 
vince to  attend  a  General  Congrefs,  which  fhould  contain  tlie 
united  iroice  and  wifdom  of  America,  ^nd  which  they  agreed 
ihould  be  held  at  Philadelphia  the  sth  of  September,  1774. 
Among  the  £rft  a£ls  of. this  a^embly  was  a  declaration  in 
livhicb  they  acknowledge  their  dependence^  but  infift  on  their 
privileges*  They  chearfully  Confent  to  the  operation  of  foch 
a£b  of  the  Britiih  legiilature  aS  are  confined  to  the  regulation  of 
their  external  commerce,  for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring  the  com- 
mercial advantages  of  the  whole  empire  to  the  mother  country  : 
but  they  infift,  that  the  foundation  of  the  Englifh  conftitutiqn 
and  of  all  free  government,  is  a  right  in  the  people  to  participare 
in  their  legillative  council;  and  as  the  colonics  are  not^  and  from 
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A.  I>.  various  cattfcs  cannot  be  reprefcnted  in  the  Bricifh  pariiasncns^ 
1 774*  they  are  intided  to  a  free  and  exdufive  legiilation  in  their  ieve- 
ral  pro^ndalaflemblies,  in  all  cafes  of  taxation  and  internal  po- 
licy. They  recommend  to  the  feveral  provinces  the  continuance 
of  the  meafures  which  they  had  already  adopted,  for  eftablifb- 
inp  a  powerfol  national  militia,  and  for  raifing  money  to  pay 
thofe  brave  troops  who  would  at  every  hazard  defend  the  priv> 
leges  of  America. 

The  General  Congrefs  gave  a  confidence  to  the  dcBgps  of 
tVreive  colonics  differing  io^religion,  manners  and  fcruis  o£  go- 
vernmenr,  and  infcAed  with  all  the  local  prejudices  and  aver- 
fions  incident  to  neighbooring  ftates.  The  ftrength  which  all  de- 
rived from  this  formidable  union  might  have  been  fuiBcicnt  to 
alarm  Great  Britain  ^  but  the  miniftry,.  inftead  of  fleets  and  ar- 
mies, continued  ftiil  to  fight  the  Americans  with  aAs  of  parlia- 
ment.    For  this  purpofe  the  firft  lord  of  the  treafury  moved, 
1*775.  lOth  February,  1775$  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  reftore  the 
•trade  and  odmmerce  of  the  province  of  Mailachufet's  Bay  and 
New  Hampfhine,.  as  well  as  of  the  colonies  of  Conne£ticuc  and 
•Rhode  Ifhind  ^  and  to  prohibh  thefe  provinces  from  carrying  on 
any  fifhery  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  other  places 
thereip  mentioned.     Upon  the  third  reading  of  diis  bill  a  mo- 
tion Was  made  for  an  amendqnent,  that  the  colonies  of  New 
Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  Virginiarahd  South  Carolina, 
fliould  be  included  in  the  fame  reflri£Uons  with  the  New  £ng. 
land  provinces.     This  amendment^  however,,  was  over-ruled ; 
although  it  could  hardly  be  denied  that  thefe  provinces  had  ren- 
dered tbemfelves  equally  culpable  with  thofe  of  New  England. 
Nearly  about  the  fame  time,  parliament  voted  an  augmentation 
of  4383  foldicrs,  and  2000  feamen*,  and  it  was  intended  that 
the  troops  at  Boflbn  fhould  amount  to  full  ten  thoufand,  a  num- 
ber deemed  more  than  foflkient  for  quelling  the  prefent  difhirb-^ 
ance.   While  the  nation  feemed  in  general  heartily  to  concur  m 
thofe  vigorous  meafures,  they  were  not  a  little  aflonifbed  at  the 
famoti^  conciliatory  motion  made  by  lord. North,   containing 
the  following  reiblution :  <<  That  when  the  governor,  council 
•*  and  afi*embly  of  any  colony  fliould  be  willing  to  contribute 
•^  their  proportion  to  the  common  defence^  and  for  the  fupport 
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'^  <f{  the  civil  government,  fuch  proportion  to  be  raifed  under  A.  £>«» 
««  the  authority  of  the  affembly  of  that  provincct  it  will  be  pro-  I77S* 
'*  per  to  forbear  impofing  or  levying  any  tax,  duty  or  afieflment 
^  from  the  faid  province,  excepting  ohly  fuch  duties  as  it  may 
**  be  expedient  to  impofe  for  the  regulation  of  commerce.** 
This  proportion  was  confidercd  by  many  of  thofe  whofiipport- 
cd  the  general  meafures  of  governmenr,  as  a  derdidlon  of  tboie 
rights  which  they  had  hitherto  contended  to  be  eiTcntial  to  the 
Britifih  legiilature ;  while  the  oppofitton  aflex:ted»  that  it  would 
be  received  with  the  fame  indignation  by  the  Americans^  aa 
every  other  meafure  intended  to  difunite  their  intere(l«.    ' 

This  law  which  occafioned  great  difcontente  in  England,  met 
not  with  the  fmalied  regard  in  Amrrica.  While  the  parlia- 
ment  were  employed  in  enacting  it,  the  ill  hun>oar  that  pre*- 
vailed  among  the  troops  and  inhabitants  at  Bofton,  broke  out 
into  a£Uon.  It  is  ftill  undecided  which  party  commenced  ho* 
ililitiesj  but  the  &irmi(hes  atXrCxington  and  Concord,  proved 
.  the  bravery  of  the  Provinciate  far  fuperior  to  the  ideas  general* 
Jy  entertained  of  it.  The  blood  ihed  on  theie  occafions  excited 
the  greateft  indignation  in  the  other  colonies,  and  they  prepar* 
ed  for  war  with  as  much  eagernefs  and  dtfpafich,  asif  an^nemy 
had  already  appeared  in  their  ^wn  territories*  In  .fome  places 
the  magazines  were  feized,  in  others  the  treafury,  and  without 
ixraiting  for  ^ny  account '  or  advice^  a  ftop  was  ^Imoft  overf 
vhere  put  at  the  fame  time  to  the  exportation  of  provifions 
The  governor  and  forces  at  Bofton,  as  well  as  the  inhabitants^ 
continued  clofely  blocked  up  by  land  4  while  they  were  excluder 
cd  from  all  fupplies  of  frelh  provifiona,  which  the  neighbouring 
countries  could  have  afforded  them  by  fea.  As  the  mSitary 
ftores  began  to  be  exhaufted  without -the  poilibility  of  receiving 
any  fpeedy  fupply,  the  governor  thought  proper  to  enter  into  a 
capitulation  with  the  J^oi^onians,  hy  which,  upon  condition  of  . 
delivering  up  their  arms,  they  were  allowed  to  depart  with  aU 
their  other  e&cAs.  Though  all  the  poor  and  helplefs  were  fent 
out,  and  many  others  obtained  paflports  both  then,  and  at 
different  times  afterwards,  yet  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabi- 
tants'were  upon  different  grounds  obliged  to  remain  in  the  city^ 
vrhlsh  breach  of  faith,  as  the  Americans  termed  it  on  the%part 
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A.  D.  of  gerferal  page,  is  defcribed  with  great  indignation  In  alt  ihdr 
•?'7S*  fabfcquciit  publications. 

The  Continental  Congrcfs,  met  at  Philadelphia  May  lothf 
(775,  and  adopted  fuch  meafures  as  confirmed  the  people  in 
their  warlike  refolutions.  They  provided  for  the  array  and 
fupport  of  an  army,  named  gcnetab,  eflablifhed  a  paper  curren- 
^y,  for  the  realizing  the  value  of  which  the  •*  Twelve  United  Co- 
•*  Ionics'*  became  fecurities ;  foon  after  Georgia  acceded  ro  the 
Congrefs,  from  which  time  they  were  didinguiihcd  by  the  name 
of  the  <«  Thirteen  United  Colonies/'  It  was  faid,  that  in  the 
whole  cltcnt  of  North  America,  from  Nova  Scotia  to  Florida^ 
t)ear  200,000  men  were  training  to  arms  under  xht  aufpiccs  of 
the  Congrefs.  This  alTembly  took  meafures  not  only  for  de- 
fending themfelves,  but  for  didreOing  their  ehemies.  Tliey 
ftriftly  prohibited  the  fupplying  pf  the  3ritifh  fifhcrics  with  any 
kind  of  provifion  -,  and  to  render  this  o^der  effectual,  (lopt  all 
Exportation  to  thofe  colonies  and  iflands  which  flill  retained 
their  obedience.  This  prohibition  occafioncd  no  fmall  diftrefs 
to  the  people  at  Newfoundland,  and  to  all  thofe  employed  in 
the  filfaeries{  infomuch,  that,  to  prevent  an  abfolnte  fammc^  fe- 
Vfral  (hips  were  under  a  neceffity  of  returning  light  from  that 
Oatiotii  to  catry  out  cargoes  of  provifion^  from  Ireland. 

In  the  mean  time,  feveral  private  perfons,  belonging  to  the 
back  parts  of  Conne£licut,  MaiFachufet'sj  and  New  Ydrk. 
Without  any  public  command,  or  participation  that  has  hitherto 
been  difcoycred,  ondenook  an  expedition  of  the  utmoft  impor- 
tance, and  which  threatened  to  deprive  Great  Britain  of  every 
Angle  pofleffion  which  ihe  held  in  North  Ameriea.  This  was 
the  furprize  of  Ticonderago,  Crown-Point  and  other  forrrcffcs, 
litnatcd  upon  the  lakes,  and  commanding  the  paflcs  between  the 
ancient  Ei3glifh  colonies  and  Canada.  ITjcfe  adventnrcrs, 
?\njounring  in  the  whole  to  about  240  men,  feizcd  Ticonderago 
and  Crown-Point,  in  which  they  found  above  200  pieces  of 
csnnon,  bcfides  mortars,  howitzers,  and  large  quantities  of  va- 
rious ftores;  they  alfo  took  two  vefltis,  which  gave  them  the 
command  of  Like  Champlain,  and  materials  ready  prepared  at 
Ticonderago  for  the  ccjnipping  of  others. 

Although  the  troops  at  Bofton  were  greatly  reinforced  by 
the  arrival  of  the  generals  Howe,  Burgoyne,  and  CUnton,  a 
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conOderaUe  body,  of  marines,  and  feveral  regiments  from  Ire*  A.  ]>• 
landy  they  continued  patiently  to  fubmit  to  iall  the  inconvenient  ^775* 
cies  of  a  blockade;  nor  did  they  receive  any  confideraUe  af- 
fiftance  from  the  great  number  of  Ihips  of  vrar  which  almoft 
furrounded  the  peninfula.  The  Congrefs  publiflied  a  refolution^ 
June  8th||  importing  the  eompaA  between  the  crown  and  the 
people  of  Maflacbiifet*s  Bay,  to  be  di^olred*  This  was  fbU 
lowed  by  a  proclamation  of  general  Gage,  (June  I2th),  by 
ijvhich  a  pardon  was  o0ered  in  the  king's  name,  to  all  thofe 
Vfho  fhould  forthwith  lay  down  their  arms,  and  punifhment  de» 
nounced  againft  thofe  who  obftinately  perCfted  in  difobedtenct. 
They  were  to  be  treated  as  rebels  and  traitors ;  and  as  the  re- 
gular eourfe  of  juftice  was  flopped,  martial  law  w&s  to  takd 
place  until  the  rules  of  civil  equity  were  reftored  to  their  dut 
efficacy. 

The  Provincials  confidering  this  proclamation  as  an  imme* 
diate  prelude  to  hoftility,  determined  to  be  before  hand  with 
their  enemies*  Having  made  the  necefiary  preparations  for 
fehsing  the  port  of  Charleftown,  they  fent  a  number  of  sien 
with  the  greateft  privacy  in  the  night,  to  throw  up  works  upon 
Buhker*s  Hill.  This  was  eiteAed  with  fuch  extraordinary  or*^ 
der  and  filence,  and  fuch  incredible  difpatcfa,  that  none  of  the 
fliips  of  war  which  covered  the  flionc,  heard  the  nc^fe  of  the 
workmen,  who  by  the  morning  had  made  a  fmall  but  ftrotig 
redoubt,  confiderable  entrenchments,  and  a  breaft-work,  that 
was  in  fome  parts  canndn  proof.  The  fight  of  thefe  works 
was  the  firft  thing  that  alarmed  the  Lively  man  of.war,  and  her 
guns  called  the  town,  camp,  and  fleet  to  behold  a  fight,  nrhfch 
feemed  little  lefs  than  a  prodigy.  '  A  heavy  and  continual  fire 
of  cannon,  howitzers,  and  mortars,  was  from  this  time  carried 
on  againft  the  works,  firom  the  fliip,  and  floating  batteries,  as 
well  as  from  the  top  of  Cop*s  Hill  in  Bofton.  About  noon^ 
general  Gage  caufed  a  confiderable  body  of  troops  to  be  em* 
barked  under  the  command  of  major-fcneral  Howe,  and  briga^ 
dier>genenil  Pigot,  to  drive  the  Provincials  from  their  works. 
Thefe  troops,  cotvfifUog  of  ten  companies  of  grenadiers,  as  ma<- 
iiy  of  light  infantry,  and  the  5th,  36th,  43d,  and  5  ad  battalions, 
^ith  a  proper  train  of  artiUeryi  were,  landed  and  drawn  up 
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A.  D.  without  oppofition,  under  the  fire  of  the  (hips  of  war.  The 
'775*  two  generab  found  the  enemy  Co  numerous,  and  in  fuch  a  po- 
fture  of  defence,  that  thej  thought  it  neceflary  to  fend  back  for 
a  reinforcement  before  they  commeneed  the  attack  i  they  were 
accordingly  joined  by  two  companies  of  light  infantry  and  .grc- 
nadiersy  by  the  47th  regiment,  and  by  the  firft  battalion  of  ma- 
rines, amounting  in  the  whole  to  fometbing  more  than  2000 
men. 

Tlie  attack  began  by  a  tnoit  fevere  fire  of  cannon  and  how- 
itzers, under  which  the  troops  advanced  flowly  towards  the 
enemy,  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  the  artillery  to  ruin  the 
works^  and  to  throw  the  Provincials  into  confufion.  Thefc^ 
however,  fuilained  the  aflault  with  a  firmneis  that  would  have 
done  honour  to  regular  troops,  and  detached  a  body  of  men  to 
Charleftown  which  covered  their  right  flank.  General  Pigor, 
who  commanded  the  right  wing  was  thus  obliged  to  engage  at 
the  fame  time  with  the  lines  and  with  thofe  in  the  houfes.  Du- 
ring this  conflict,  Charleftown  was  fet  on  fire ;  whether  by  the 
troops,  or  by  carcaffes  thrown  from  the  (hips,  is  uncertain,  but 
that  large  and  beautiful  town,  which,  being  the  firft  fettlement 
in  the  colony,  was  conGdcred  as  the  mother  of  Bofton,  was  in 
one  day  burnt  to  the  ground.  The  Provincials  did  not  return  a 
fliot  until  the  king's  forces  had  approached  almoft  to  the  workst 
where  a  m'oft  dreadful  £re  took  place,  by  which  above  a  thou* 
fand  of  our  braveft  men  and' officers  felL  In  this  a£bion,  one  of 
the  hotteft  ever  known',  (coniidering  the  number  engaged),  our 
troops  were  thrown  into  fo'me  diforder ;  but  in  this  critical  mo- 
t«cnt  general  Clinton,  who  arrived  from  Bofton  during  the  en- 
gagement, rallied  them  by  a  happy  manaeuvrcj  and  brought 
them  inftantaneoufly  to  the  charge.  They  attacked  the  works 
%vith  fixed  bayonets  and  irrefiftible  bravery^  and  carried  them  in 
every  quarter.  The  Provincials  fought  defperately,  but  being, 
as  they  affirm,  deftitute  of  bayonets,  and  their  powder  expend- 
ed, they  were  obliged  to  retreat  over  Charleilown  neck,  which 
was  enfiladed  by  the  guns  of  the  Glafgow  man  of  War,  and  of 
<wo  floating  batteries.  The  king's  troops  took  five  piexes  of 
4:annon,  but  no  prifoners  except  30,  who-  were  fo  fcvcrcly 
wounded  that  they  could  not  efcape. 

The 
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The  pofleilion  of  part  of  the  peninfula  of  Charleftown,  and  A.D* 
of  Banker's  Hill»  which  was  immediately  fortified,  enlarged  the  <775* 
quarters  of  the  troops,  who  had  been  much  incommoded  by 
the  ftreightnefs  in  which  they  were  confined  in  Bofton ;  but 
this  advantage  was  counterbalanced  by  the  great  additional  duty 
which  they  were  now  obliged  to  perferm.  Befides,  the  Pro- 
vincials loft  no  time  in  throwing  up  works  upon  another  hill 
oppofite  \o  Bunker's,  on  the  fide  of  Charleftown  neck  which 
was  ftill  .in  their  pofleflion.  The  troops  were  thus  as  clofely 
invefted  in  this  peninfula  as  they  had  been  in  Bofton.  Tbeir 
fituation  was  irkfome  and  degrading,  being  furrounded  and 
infuUed  by  an  enemy  whom  they  had  been  taught  to  defpif;^ 
and  cut  off  from  all  tbofe  refficflunents  of  which  they  ftood  in 
the  greateft  need. 

The  refentoient  occafioned  by  their  fuffcrings  probably  enga- 
ged them  to  continue  a  great  cannonade  upon  the  works  of  the 
Provincial^  which  could  ha've  little  other  effc£l  than  to  inufC 
them  to  that  fort  of  fervice  in  which  they  were  employed.  A 
regiment  of  light  cavalry  which  arrived  from  Ireland >  increafcd 
the  wants  af  the  garrifon,  without  being  of  the  fmalleft  ufe,  as 
the  cavalry  were  never  able  to  fet  foot  without  the  fortifications. 
The  hay  which  grew  upon  the  iflands  in  the  bay,  as  well  as  the  « 
flieep  and  cattle  which  they  contained,  became  an  objedk  of 
great  attention  to  the  king'is  troops;  but  the  Provincials  having 
prepared  a  number  of  whaling  boats,  and  being  maflers  of  the 
.iiiore  and  inlets  of  the  bay,  were^  notwithftainlfng  the  number 
of  the  flkips  of  war  and  armed  vefTcls,  too  fuccefsfUl  in  burning, 
deftroying,  and  carrying  away  thofe  efifential  articles  of  fupply. 
Thefe  enterprizes  brought  on  fcveral  flcirmifhes,  and  the  enemy 
grew  at  length  fo  daring  that  they  burnt  the  light-hottfe  fituatcd 
on  an  ifland  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  though  a  man  of 
war  lay  within  a  mile  of  them  at  the  time;  and  fome  carpenters 
being  afterwards  fent,  under  the  prote^iion  of  a  fmall  party  of 
marines,  to  ctc£t  a  temporary  lixht-houfe,  they  killed  or  carried 
off  the  whole  detachment.  From  this  time  a  fort  of  predatory 
.war  commenced  between  the  king's  fliips  and  the  inhabitants  on 
different  parts  of  the  coaft.  The  formeV,  being  refufcd  tte 
fupplies  df  provifions  and  ncceffarics  which  they  wanted  for 
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A.  D.  thctatAva  or  tht  v mf  t  cnicrfourcd  to  obtain  them  Ivjr  idtct^ 
1775*  and  in  th^iie  attempts  were  frequentlf  oppoi!e(),  and  fonactunei 
rcpulfed  with  bfs  bf  the  country  people.  The  feizing  of  ihips^ 
in  conformity  to  the  new  laws  for  reftraining  the  coouncrce  of 
the  New  England  provinces^  waa  alio  a  continual  fonrcc  of  ani* 
mofity  and  violence,  the  proprietors  hazarding  all  dangers  in 
defending  or  recovering  their  veflels.  Thefe  cootefts  drew  the 
vengeance  of  the  men  of  war  upon  feveral  of  the  fmall  towns 
upon  the  rea<-coaftSt  fome  of  which  underwent  a  fevere  chaftifos 
ment. 

The  parliamenti  which  met  in  Oftober^  177$9  ^eoMd  mofe 
firmly  determined  than  on  any  former  occafion,  to  purfoe  what 
were  called  vigorous  meafurcs  by  the  majority,  and  which  the 
oppoGtion  diilinguiflied  by  the  epithets  of  crud,  bloody^  and 
iiDJui>»  The  American  petitions  addreiled  to  the  crown  were 
rejc^ed  with  contegipt  or  indignation  ;  and  it  was  determined 
to  carry  on  the  war  with  a  fpirit  that  {hould  aftonifh  all  Europe, 
and  to  employ  fuch  fleets  and  armies  in  the  enfuingyear  aa  had 
never  before  entered  the  new  world.  A  motion  was  made  from 
the  admiralty,  in  the  covimktee  of  fupply,  that  28,000  feaoaen, 
including  6665  marines,  fhould  be  voted  (ct  the  fervice  of  the 
year  1776.  This  was  accompanied  with  a  general  outline  of 
the  fervices  to  which  the  navy  (hould  be  applied ;  particularly, 
that  the  fleet  on  the  North  American  ftation  fiiould  amouat  to 
78  fail.  This  would,  doubtlefs,  emf^oy  the  greateft  part  of  the 
'  ieamen  propofed ;  and  happily  the  affairs  of  Europe  did  not  re* 
quire  any  conGderable  exertion  of  our  naval  ftrength.  The 
profeflions  of  the  neighbouring  courts  were  pacific  and^iendly  ) 
and  what  was  of  more  weight  than  profefiions,  their  prepara- 
tions were  nowife  alarming.  At  any  rate  our  guardfliips  were 
fo  niimerous  and  fo  well  appointed,  that  they  might  on  the 
Ihorteft  notice  be  rendered  fuperior  to  any  forCe  that  our  rivals 
could  aflemble.  The  motion  for  the  augmentation  was  pafed  ; 
though  not  without  fcvere  anijnadverfion  from  the  molt  diilin- 
guiflied of  our  naval  commanders,  who  arraigned  in  the  plaineft 
.terms  the  prefcnt  government  and  condud  of  our  naval  affairs, 
and  iniifted  that  tiie  eflabliflxment  now  propofedi  though  too 
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great  for  peace,  w^s  by  do  means  adequate  to  the  demands  of  A.  D« 
a  war.  *77S* 

On  the  day  following,  (8th  November),  the  minifter  of  the 
war  department,  having  laid  the  eftimaces  for  the  land  fervice  be- 
fore the  committee  of  fupply,  (hewed  that  our  whole  military  . 
force  would  amonnt  to  55,000  men,  of  which  upwards  of 
25,000  would  be  employed  in  America.  On  this  occaOon  alfo 
ibany  gentlemen  affirmed^  that  the  propofed  force  was  totally 
unequal  to  the  piirpofe  of  conquering  America  by  force  of  arms^ 
the  meafore  upon  which  the  minidry  feemed  now  abfolutely  de« 
termfaied.  This  wasfupported  by  the  opinion  of  a  great  general 
officer  who  had  been  long  in  adminiftration ;  the  other  milita- 
ry gentlemen  were  called  upon  to  declare  their  difient  if  they 
thought  otherwife,  but  they  all  continued  iilent. 

A  few  days  afterwards,  the  firft  lord  of  the  treafury  brought 
in  the  famous  prohibitoiy  bill,  totally  interdifting  all  trade  and 
iotcrcourfe  with  the  Thirteen  United  Colonies.  All  property  of 
Americans,  whether  of  fhips  or  goods,  on  the  high  fcas  or  in 
harbour,  are  declared  forfeited  to  the  captors,  being  the  officers 
and  crews  of  his  majeily's  fhips  of  war ;  and  feveral  clauA  s 
were  inferted  in  the  bill  to  facilitate  and  leiTen  the  expence  of 
the  condemning  of  prizesj  and  the  recovery  of  prize-money. 
But,  in  order  to  foften  thefe  harfh  meafures,  the  bill  enabled  the  - 
crown  to  appoint  commiffioners,  who,  befides  the  power  of 
granting  pardons  to  individuals,  were  authorifed  to  inquire  into 
genei:al  grievances,  and  empowered  to  determine  whether  any 
part,  or  the  whole  of  a  colony,  were  returned  to  that  f^ate  of 
obedience  which  intitled  them  to  be  received  within  the  king's 
peace  and  proteflion^  in  which  cafe  the  reflri<!tions  of  the  prcr. 
fent  bill  were  to  ceafe  in  their  favour. 

After  all  the  boafted  preparations  for  hoflility,  the  feeming 
ccntradifiion  in  this  bill  was  thought  by  many  to  fupport  the 
coniiiient  charader  of  admini  (Iration.  It  was  Aill  the  fame  al- 
ternative of  war  and  peace;  peace  offered  by  Great  Britain  who 
had  received  the  injury,  and  not  by  her  enemies,  on  whom  (lie 
pretended  to  be  ready  to  wreak  the  whole  weight  of  her  ven- 
geance. This  mixed  fyflem  of  war  and  conciliation  was  repre- 
fented  as  highly  itta proper  at  the  prefcnt  juncture.  The  meafurc 
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A.D.  adopted,  wlicther  of  peace  or  war»  flioiiU  be  clear,  E^pk^ 
1775*  and  decided,  not  involved  in  doubt,  perplexttj  and  darkneSu 
if  war  ia  refolved,  and  it  h  determined  to  compel  Anaerica  to 
(ttbmsfljon,  let  tbe  means  of  coercion  be  fuch  aa  will,  to  a  mo- 
ral certainty,  infure  fiKcefa.  Our  fleets  and  armies  msft  com- 
nund  terms,  which  will  in  vain  be  folicited  hgr  our  conuniiEoii* 
ers. 

Wliile  thefc  prcpararions  and  debates  deeupiod  the  Britifli  fc- 
pate,  the  deftgns  of  the  Americans  gradually  became  mere  da- 
ring. Their  fucccfsful  expedition  to  the  lakes^  with  the  rednc- 
tion  of  Ticondcrago  and  Crowa  Point,  had  opened  the  gates  of 
Canada  V' and  the  Gongrcfii  came  to  the  bold  refokitioo  of  fend^ 
ing  a  force  to  invade  and  conquer  that  loyal  colony.  The  ge« 
nerals  Schuyler  and  Monrgomeryr  with  two  regiments  of  New 
York  militia,  a  body  of  New-England  men,  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  three  thoufand,  were  appointed  to  this  iervice.  A 
number  of  batceaus,  or  flat-boats,,  were  built  at  Ticondcrago 
and  Crown  Point,  to  convey  the  forces  along  Lake  Champlaia 
to  the  river  Sorely  which  forms  the  entrance  into  C^f^affa 
Having  proceeded  to  the  ide  Aux  Koix,  they  propofird  to  attack 
tbe  fore  St.  John's,  in  wbicb  they  were  retarded  by  a  want  of 
ammunition  fufficient  for  carrying  on  the  fiege.  Tbeir  con^ 
mander  Montgomery,  who  was^  well  qualified  for  any  military 
fervice,  turned  bis  thoughts  to  the  redu&ion  of  the  little  Fbit 
Ghamblee,  which  lies  farther  up'the  cotmtry,  and  wasi  in  a  irery 
defeniible  condition.  Here  he  found  confiderable  ftores^  and 
120  barrels  of  powder,  which  enabled  him  to  pu(h  with  ▼igoor 
the  iicge  of  St.  John's.  General  Carleton^  the  governor  of  thff 
province,  then  at  Montreal,  was  equally  indefatigaUe  in  his  en^ 
deavours  to  raife  a  force  fufficient  for  its  relief.  With  the  tu* 
moft  difficulty  he  had  got  together  about  a  thoufand  men,  com* 
pofcd  principally  of  Canadians,  with  a  f<sw  regulars  and  fbm« 
Englifh  officers  and  volunteers.  With  thefe  he  intended  a  juoc-' 
tion  with  colonel  M*Lcan,  who  had  raifed  a  regiment  under  the 
name  of  Royal  Highland  Emigrants,  confining  of  the  native 
mountaineers  of  Scotland,  who  had  lately  arrived  in  America, 
and  who,  in  confequenc«  of  the  troubles,  had  not  obtained  iev> 
tiement^.    But  the  dcfigns  of  general  Carkton  were  defeated 
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tiy  a  {)aTty  of  ProVincialS)  who  encountered  him  at  LongneU,  A.  D. 
and  cafily  rcpulfcd  the  Canadians.  >  Another  party  puflicd-*77^ 
M'Lean  towards  the  mouth  of  the  Sore],  where  the  Canadian^ 
by  whom  he  wa6  attended,  hearing  of  the  general's  defeat,  inii. 
mediately  abandoned  htm  to  a  man,  and  he  was  compelledi  aC 
the  head  of  his  few  Scots  emigrants^  to  take  refuge  inQuebecw 
Meanwhile  Montgomei^  obtained  poffeflion  of  St.  John's,  3d 
November,  1775,  where  he  fonnd  a  confideraUe  quantity  of 
iartillcry,  and  many  ufeful  (lores ;  the  garrifon,  commanded  bj 
major  Prefton,  furrendcred  prifoners  of  war,  and  were  fent  up 
th^  lakes  to  thof?  interior  parts  of  the  colonics,  which  were  beft 
adapted  to  provide  for  their  reception  and  fccxirity. 

Upon  M*Lean's  retreat  to  Quebec,  the  party  who  had  redu* 
ccd  him  to  that  neccflity  immediately  erefted  batteries  near  the 
jun&ibn  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Sord,  im  order  to  prevent 
the  efcap^  of  the  armed  vefleb,  which  general  Carjeton  had  aic 
Montreal,  to  the  defence  of  Quebec.  Montgomery  meanwhile 
laid  fiege  to  Montreal,  of  which  he  got  poffeiTion  the  13th  No- 
Tember ;  ^nd  Carleton^s  armament  being  purAied^  attacked  and 
driven  from  their  anchors  up  the  river  by  the  Provincials,  he 
himfelf  narrowly  eicaped  in  a  dark  night,  in  a  boat  with  muf- 
fled paddles>  and  after  many  dangers  arrived  at  Quebec.  His 
naval  fqf  ce,  cbnfifling  of  eleven  armed  veflels^  fell  into  th( 
bands  of  the  Provincials. 

The  city  of  Quebec  was  at  this  time  m  a  ftate  of  great  weak*- 
ncfs,  as  well  as  internal  dlfcontent  and  difordcr.  Bcfidcs  this, 
colonel  Arnold  appeared  unexpeftedly  with  a  body  of  New* 
Englanders  at  Point  Levi,  oppofite  to  the  town.  The  river  for- 
tunatclj  feparated  them  from  the  place,  otherwife  it  fccms  pro- 
bable that  they  might  have  become  mafters  of  it  in  the  firft  fur- 
prize  and  confufien.  Several  days  clapfed  before  they  effcAcd 
a  pafTage  ih  boats  fiirnifhed  them  by  the  Canadians,  notwith- 
ftatiding  the  vigilance  of  the  Englifh  frigates  in  the  rirer.  The 
inhabitants  of  Quebec,  however,  had  by  this  time  leifure  to 
unite  for  defending  their  city.  Whcti  Montgomery,  therefore, 
who  with  the  utmoft  expedition  had  puflied  forward  to  join 
Arnold,  attempted  on  the  31ft  of  December  to  carry  the  place 
\)y  efcalade,  he  met  with  the  moft  vigorous  and  uncxpefted  re. 
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A.  D.  fiftaQce.  He  bimfelf  was  fljiiii  Arnold  wounded,  aod  a  ^QnC« 
^  775*  dcrablc  body  of  the  Provincials  taken  prifoners  of  war.  Th^ 
remainder  did  not  again  venture  on  any  fimilar  attack,  but  were 
fatisfied  with  converting  the  dege  into  a  blockade,  apd  found 
means  effe£lually  to  prevent  any  fupplies  of  proviiiops  or  nece£- 
faries  from  being  carried  into  Quebec  * 

While  the  Provincials  obtained  tbefo  important  advantages  m 
Canada,  the  Virginians  obliged  (heir  governor,  lord  Dunniore» 
to  provide  for  his  fafety  by  embarking  on  board  the  Fowey  man 
of  war.  All  connexion  between  Great  Britain  and  that  colony 
was  diflblVed  July  1 8th.  The  governor  in  vain  emancipated  thf 
ilavcs,  a  meafure  which  he  had  fo  often  threatened,  that  its  ex- 
ecution was  rendered  inefFeftuah  He  determined,  however,  to 
do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  regain  poil'efTion  of  fome  part  of 
the  country  which  he  had  governed.  Being  joined  by  fuch 
perfons  as  were  obnoxious  op  account  of  their  loyalty,^  and 
fupported  by  the  frigates  on  the  ftation,  he  endeavoured  to  cfta- 
bliih  fuch  a  marine  force  as  might  enable  him,  by  means  of  the 
noble  rivers,  which  render  the  nioft  valuable  parts  of  Vir^nia 
acceiEble  by  watef,  to  be  always  at  handf  and  to  profit  by  every 
favourable  bccafion  that  offered.  But  his  fpirited  endeavours  to 
redeem  the  colony  were  attended  only  with  difappointmcnt  i 
and  his  armament,  too  feeble  for  any  cffcntial  fcrvice,  was  di- 
Ainguiftied  barely  by  zGts  of  depredation.  The  unfortunate 
town  of  Norfolk,  having  rcfufcd  to  fupply  his  majefty's  (hips 
with  providons,  was  attacked  by  a  violent  cannonade  from  the 
Liverpool  frigate,  three  floops  of  war,  and  the  governor's  arm- 
ed fliip  the  Dunmorc;  and  the  firft  of  January  was  fignalized 
with  burning  it  to  the  ground-  In  South  Carolina  lord  Wil- 
liam Campbell,  the  governor,  after  Icfs  vigorous  exertions,  was 
obliged  to  retire  from  Charleftown,  on  board  a  fhip  of.  war  in 
the  river;  and  governor  Martin  of  North  Carolina  fayed  bim- 
felf by  the  fame  expedient.  The  fleet  of  England  fcrved  as  a 
peaceable  afylum  to  the  expelled  magiflrates  of  revolting  pro- 
vinces, while  its  army  was  inglorioufly  cooped  up  in  Quebec 
and  Bofton. 

The  Provincials  were  not  lefs  aftivc  in  the  cabinet  than  in  the 
$cld.     November  13,  1775,  the  inhabitants  of  Maffachufct's 
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^y  publifiied  letters  of  marque  and  reprifal,  and  eftabliflicd  Ai  Dt 
jn>urt3  of  admiralty  for  trying  and  condemning  Britifh  fhips.  I77S* 
The  Gfeneral  Congrcfs,  (December  the  6th),  having  prcvioully 
agreed  on  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  anfwer« 
ed  with  much  acrimony  the  royal  proclamation  of  Auguft  23d 
for  fupprciling  rebellion  andfedition,  and  declared,  that  wbat< 
ever  punifhment  fhould  be  inflified  upon  any  perfons  in  th€. 
power  of  their  enemies,  for  defending  the  caufe  of  America, 
the  fame  *ihould  be  retaliated  on  the  Britifh  fubjeds  who  fell 
into  their  hands. 

In  this  ftate  of  obftinacy  or  firmneft  on  the  fide  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, the  diftreiTed  army  at  Boftou  looked  with  impatience  tof 
^ards  thefe  kingdoms  for  the  arrival  of  the  expqdled  reinforce- 
ments. The  delays  and  misfortunes  which  the  tranfports  expe^ 
rienced  in  their  voyage,  and  the  fight  of  many  vefiels  laden  with 
the  neceflaries  and  comforts  of  life  tal^en  in  the  harbour,  heigh- 
tened the  mortificatioo  and  fufFerings  of  thofe  brave  troops,  who 
were  kept,  by  the  feverity  of  the  feafon,  and  the  (Irength  of  the 
enemy,  in  a  total  ina£lion  during  the  whole  winter.  The  Ame- 
rican cruizers  and  privateers,  though  yet  poor  and  contemptible, 
being  for  the  greater  part  no  better  than  whale-boats,  grew  daily 
more  numerous  and  fuccefsful  againfl  the  vidtuallers  and  (lore- 
Ihips  i  and,  ampng  a  multitude  of  other  prizes,  took  an  ordnance 
(hip  from  Woolwich,  containing  a  large  mortar  upon  a  new 
conflruftipn,  feveral  pieces  of  fine  brafs  cannon,  a  great  num- 
ber of  fmall  arms,  with  abundance  of  ammunition  and  all  man- 
ner of  tpols,  utenfiU,  and  machines  neccffary  for  camps  and 
ficgcs.  This  important  prize,  which  gave  a  new  colour  to  the 
military  operations  of  the  Provincials,  was  taken  by  a  fmall  pri- 
vateer, which  excited  juft  indignation  againfl  the  management 
pf  our  naval  affairs,  for  hazarding  a  cargo  of  fuch  value  in  a 
defenceless  vefiel. 

When  news  of  the  prohibiting  act  reached  the  Congrefs,  they 
fcnt  orders  to  general  Wafliington  to  bring  aflairs  at  Bofton  to  as 
fpeedy  a  decifion  as  poflible,  in  order  to  difengage  his  army,  and 
to  give  them  an  opportunity  to  oppofe  the  new  dangers  with 
which  they  were  threatened.  Wafliington,  therefore,  opened  ;i 
new  battery,  at  a  place  called  Phipp's  Farm,  on  the  night  of  the 
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A.  D.  ad  of  March,  from  whence  a  fcvcrc  cannonade  and  bombard- 
*77^*  ment  was  carried  on  agatnft  the  town.    This  attack  was  ctxiti- 
nued  till  the  5tb,  when  the  armyi  to  their  incredible  itirpfize, 
beheld  fomcconfiderable  works  upon  the  heights  of  Di»rt:lieficr- 
point,  from  which  a  24  pound  and  a  bomb  battery  were  iboa 
after  opened.    The  fituation  of  the  king's  troops  was  now  ex- 
tremely critical,  it  being  ncceflary  either  to  abandon  the  town 
which  began  to  blaze  on  every  fide,  or  to  diflodge  the  enemy 
and  deftroy  the  new  works.    The  latter,  however,  general 
Howe,  who  had  fucceeded  general  Gage  in  the  command,  jmlg- 
«d  to  be  imprafticable,  To  that  nothing  remained  but  to  aban- 
don Bofton,  and  to  convey  the  troops,  artillery,  and  ftorcs  on 
board  the  (hips.  The  embarkation  rather  reiembied  the  emigra- 
tion of  a  nation,  than  the  breaking  up  of  a  camp;  t  joo  of  the 
inhabitants,  whofe  attachment  to  the  royal  catife  had  rendered 
them  obnoxious  to  their  countrymen,  encumbered  the  tranfports 
with  their  families  and  effects.     This  inconvenience,  joined  to 
fcarcity  of  proviiions  and  ill  fuccefs,  bred  muchdtfcontetit.   The 
troops  confidered  themfelvesas  abandoned,  having  received  no  ad- 
vices from  England  fioce  theprecedingOdob^r.  Mutual  jealotifics 
prevailed  between  the  army  and  navy ;  each  attributing  to  the 
other,  part  of  this  uneafinefs  which  itfelf  felt.    The  intended 
voyage  to  Halifax,  at  all  times  dangerous,  was  dreadfully  lb  at 
this  tempeftuous  equinodial  feafon,  and  the  multitude  of  ihips, 
which  amounted  ro  150  fail,  increafed  the  difficulty  and  appne- 
h  en  (ion.  At  the  fame  time  the  king's  forces  were  under  the  ne- 
ceSity  of  leaving  a  confiderable  quantity  of  artillery  and  florts 
behind.    The  cannon  upon  Bunker's  Hill,  and  at  Bo/ion  Neck, 
could  not  be  carried  off.     Attempts  were  made  to  render  them 
unferviceable ;  but  the  hurry  which  then  prevailed,  prevented 
them  from  having  any  great  eBrA.  Some  mortars  and  pieecs  of 
cannon  which  were   thrown  into  the  water,  were  afterwards 
weighed  up  by  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton;  who,  the  17th  of 
March,  received  general  Waihington'sarmy  with  drums  beating, 
colours  flying,  and  all  the  fplendour  of  military  triumph. 

It  was  above  a  week  after  this  time  before  the  weather  per* 
fnittcd  the  fleet  to  get  entirely  clear  of  the  harbour  and  road ; 
but  this  delay  was  amply  compenfated  by  the.  voyage  to  Hali&xt 

whicl^ 


ivtikb  was  fhort^  s^nd  more  fuccefsful  than  could  have  been  ex-  A.  IX 
pt&cU.  Several  flaipe  of  war  were  left  behind  to  protcd  the  *  7  7^ 
vefleU  which  (tto^ld  ^rive  ffoin  England  ;  but  the  great  extent 
of  the  bay  with  its  numerous  iflands  and  creeks  allowed  fuck 
l^vsu»|ag<ra  te  the  proviaciil  armed  boats  and  privateers^  that 
they  took  a  great  many  of  thofe  veflels,  which  were  ftill  in  ig* 
novance  that  the  town  had  changed  mafters. 

Oa  the  fide  of  Canada^  general  Carleton  condu&ed  his  opera* 
tions  with  morefuccefs.     All  the  attempts  of  the  Provincials  te 
take  Qijebec  by  ftorm  were  rendered  abortive;  nor  did  they  fuc- 
ceed  better  in  endeavouring  by  fire- (hips  and  othcrwap  to  burn 
the  vefleb  in  the  harbour*  Such  was  the  conftancy  and  vigilance 
of  governor  Carleton,  brigadier  McLean,  and  the  af^ivity  of  the 
garrifeU)  that  the  Americans  intended  to  raife  the  fiege,  which 
was  prevented  from  being  carried  fuccefsfully  into  execution 
by  the  fpirit  and  vigour  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  Ifis  man 
of  war  and  two  frigates,  which  were  the  firft  that  had  failed 
*  from  England   with  fuccours,  and  which   having  forced  their 
way  through  the  ice,  arrived  at  Quebec  before  the  paiTage  was 
floemed  praAicable.     The  unexpcdied  appearance  of  the  ihips 
threw  the  beiiegers  into  the  utmoft  confternacion,  and  the  com^ 
snand  which  they  obtained  of  the  river  cut  off  all  communica-* 
tion  between  the  different  detachments  of  the  enemy.    Genera! 
Carleton  lod  no  time  in  feizing  the  advantages  which  the  prefent 
fituation  afforded.     May  6th,  he  marched  out  at  the  head  of 
the  garriibn,  and  attacked  the  rebel  camp  which  he  found  in  the 
vtmeit  confufion.  Upon  the  appearance  of  our  troops  they  fled 
on  all  fides,  abandoning  their  artillery,  military  ftores,  and  alF 
their  implements  for  carrying  on  the  fiege.    During  this  tranf* 
a£^ion  our  fmaller  iliips  of  war  proceeded  up  the  river  with  great    . 
expedition,  and  took  feveral  fmall  veffels  belonging  to  the  ene^ 
my,  as  well  as  the  Gafpee  floop  of  war,  which  had  a  few  month? 
before,  unfortunately  fallen  into  their  hands. 

The  fucceis  at  Quebec  tended  greatly  to  facilitate  the  recor-* 
queft  of  Canada,  and  the  invafion  of  the  back  part  of  the  colo^ 
tiies  by  the  way  of  the  lakes,  which  was  the  firf^  of  the  three 
principal  objefts  propofed  in  the  conduQ  of  the  Britifli  forces  in 
the  enfoing  campaign.    The  fecood  was  the  making  a  ftrong 
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A*  D.  impreiEon  on  the  foathem  .colonies,  which  it  was  hoped  wbold 
177^'  at  Icaft  have  been  attended  with  the  recovery  of  one  of  them. 
The  third  was  the  grand  expedition  againft  the  city  and  province 
of  New  York. 

It  had  for  fome  time  been  the  fate  of  theflects^  tranfports,  and 
viAuallers  which  failed  from  England  to  meet  with  fuch  difficul- 
ties, delays,  and  fo  many  untoward  circuroftances,  as  in  a  great 
degree  fniQratcd  the  end  of  their  deftination.  Sir  Peter  Parker^s 
fquadron  which  failed  from  Portfmouth  at  the  clofe  of  the  ycar^ 
did  not  arrive  at  Cnpe  Fear  till  the  beginning  of  May»  where 
they  were  detained  by  various  caufes  till  the  end  of  the  month. 
There  they  found  general  Clinton,  who  had  already  been  at  New 
York,  and  from  thence  proceeded  to  Virginia,  where  he  had 
feen  lord  Dunmore,  and,  finding  that  no  fervicecould  be  cScEt- 
ed  at  either  place  with  his  (mall  force,  came  thither  to  wait'  for 
them.  After  this  junftion,  the  iicet  and  army  were  both  fuffici- 
ently  poweriul  to  attempt  fome  enterprize  of  importance  *• 
Charleftown  in  South  Carolina  was  the  place  defb'ned  for  their 
attack.     The  fleet  anchored  off  the  bar  the  beginning  of  June  ; 
hut  the  pafling  this  obftacle  was  a  matter  of  no  fmall  difficolry^ 
cfpecially  to  the  two  large  Ihips,  which  notwithftanding  the  ta* 
king  out  of  their  guns,  and  the  udng  every  other  means  to  ligh- 
ten them  as  much  as  poDible,  both  (truck  the  ground.     When 
this  difEculty  was  overcome,  our  fleet  attacked  a  fort  lately  ercd- 
ed  upon  the  fouth-weft  point  of  Sullivan's  ifland,  and  command- 
ing the  paiTage  to  Charleftown.   The  troops  commanded  by  ge- 
neral Clinton,  lord  Cornwallis,  and  brigadier*gcneral  Vaughan^ 
were  landed  on  Long-Ifland  which  lies  to  the  eaftward  of  Sul- 
livan's.    The  Carolinians  had  potted  fome  forces  with  artillery 
at  the  north-caftcrn  extremity  of  the  latter^  at  the  diftance  of 
two  miles  from  the  fort,- where  they  threw  up  works  to  prevent 
the  paflagc  of  the  royal  army  over  tfce  breach.  General  Lee  was 
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lencamped  with  a  large  body  of  troops  on  the  continent,  at  the  A-  D, 
l>ack  and  to  the  northward  of  the  ifland,  with  which  he  held  a  i??^* 
commnnicatidn  open  by  a  bridge  of  boats,  and  could  by  that 
means  at  any  time  march  .the  whole,  or  any  part  of  his  force, 
to  fupport  the  poft  oppofed  to  our  paflage  from  Long  Ifltind. 
This  ifland  is  a  naked  burning  fand,  where  the  troops  fufFered 
much  from  their  expofure  to  the  intenfe  heat  of  the  fun  ;  and 
both  fleet  and  army  were  much  diflrefled  through  the  badnefi 
of  the  water,  and  the  defeat  or  unwholefomcnefs  of  the  provi- 
£on$. 

Thefe  inconvenicncies  rendered  difpatch  of  the  utmoft  im- 
portance 5  but  it  was  not  till  the  28th  of  June  thatj  every  thing 
being  fettled  between  the  commanders  by  Tea  and  land,  the 
Thundelr  bomb  took  her  flation,  covered  by  an  armed  (hip)  and 
began  the  attack  by  throwing  ftiells  at  the  fort.  The  Briftol^ 
Solebay,  Experiment,  and  A.£tive,  foon  after  brought  upj  and 
began  a  mod  furious  and  inceflant  cannonade.  The  Sphinx^ 
Syren  I  and  Aftason,  were  ordered  to  the  weftward,  between 
the  end  of  the  ifland  and  Charleflown,  partly  with  a  view  to 
enfilade  the  works  of  the  fort,  and,  if^poflible,  to  cut  off"  all 
communication  between  the  ifland  and  the  continent,  ahd  partly 
to  interrupt  all  attempts  by  means  of  fire-fliips,  or  otherwife^ 
to  prevent  the  grand  attack.  But  this  defign  was  rendered 
unfuccefsful  by  the  flrange  unflcilfulnefs  of  the  pilot,  who  en^ 
tangled  the  frigates  in  the  flioals  called  the  Middle  Grounds, 
ivhere  they  all  (luck  fa|l ;  and  though  two  of  them  were 
fpeedily  difengaged,  it  was  then  too  late  to  execute  the  intended 
fcrvicc.  The  Aflaeon  could  not  be  got  off,  and  was  burnt  by  ^ 
ihe  officers  and  crew  the  next  morning,  to  prevent  her  materials 
and  (lores  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Amidit 
the  dreadful  roar  of  artillery  ahd  continued  thunder  from  the 
fhips,  the  garri(bn  of  the  fort  (luck  with  the  grcatcfl  firmnefji 
and  conftancy  to  their  guns,  fired  delibcrattly  and  flowly,  and 
took  a  cool  and  cffcdlive  aim.  The  (hips  fu(Fcrcd  accordingly  ; 
and  never  did  our  marine,  in  an  engagement  of  the  fame  nature 
with  any  foreign  enemy,  experience  fo  rude  an  encounter.  Th« 
fprings  of  the  Briftol's  cable  being  cut  by  the  fliot,  (he  lay  for 
fome  time  fo  much  expofrJ  to  the  enc  py's  fire,  tlut  (he  wa* 
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A.  D,  moft  dreadfully  raked.   The  brave  captain  McrAs^  after  rccci-^ 
*7?^*  ving  fuch  a  BQmber  of  wounds  as  would  have  fafSciencly  juAi- 
iied  a  galLinc  man  in  retiring  from  hit  ftation,  ftill  dtfdaxocd^ 
with  a  noble  intrepidity,  tp  quit  his  ftation,  until  bis  arm  being 
iliot  off,  he  was  carried  away  tn  a  condition  which  did  not  af> 
ferd  a  poffibilicy  of  recovery.     It  is  faid  that  the  qaartcr-dcck 
of  the  Briftol  was  at  one  time  cleared  of  every  pcrfon  but  the 
commodorci  who  flood  alone,  a  fpe^tacle  of  daring  intrepid 
ftrmnefs)  which  has  never  been  exceeded,  feldom  ecpiailecL 
The  others  on  that  deck  were  either  killed^  or  carried  dowo  to 
have  their  wounds  drcfled.     The  fortifications  being  extremely 
ftrong,  and  their  lowncfs  preferving  them  frora^tlie  weight  of 
our  (hot,  the  fire  from  the  ihips  produced  not  all  the  effect 
which  was  hoped  or  expcAed.     The  fort,  indeed,,  feemed  for  » 
Diort  time  to  be  filenced,  but  this  proceeded  only  from  a  want 
of  powder,  which  was  fjon  fupplied  from  the  continent.     The 
land  forces  all  this  while  continued  inaflive ;  and  night  at  lengtb 
put  an  end  to  the  attack  of  the  fleet.     Sir  Peter  Parker  finding 
all  hope  of  fuccefs  at  an  end,  and  the  tide  of  ebb  nearly  fpent, 
called  off  his  fhattered  veilch,  after  an  engagement  of  above  ten^ 
hours.    The  Briflol  had  1 1 1 ,  and  th%  Experiment  79  men  kiU 
led  and  wounded;  and  both  fliips  had  received  fo  much  damage 
that  the  Provincials  conceived  ftrong  hopes,,  that  they  could 
never  be  got  over  the  bar.     The  frigates,  though  not  lefe  dili- 
gent in  the  performance  of  their  duty,  being  leis  pointed  at 
tiian  the  great  iliips,  did  not  fufFer  a  proportionable  lofs. 

During  thefc  tranfaftions  the  General  Congrefs  took  an  oppor- 
tunity of  preparing  the  people  for  the  declaration  of  indepen- 
dency, by  a  circular  manifefto  to  the  feveral  colonies,  ftating 
the  caufeo  which  rendered  it  expedient  to  put  an  end  to  all  au- 
thority  under  the  crown,  and  to  take  the  powers  of  government 
into  their  own  hand.  The  caufcs  afiigned  were,  the  contempt 
of  their  petitions  for  rcdrefs  of  grievances,  the  prohibitory  bill 
by  which  they  were  excluded  from  the  protection  of  the  crown, 
and  the  intcrtdcd  exertion  of  all  the  force  of  Great  Britain, 
aided  by  foreign  mercenaries  for  their  deOruftion.  The  colonics 
of  Maryland  and  Pennfylvania  at  firH:  teftilied  a  difinclination  to 
the  eJlabliflimcat  of  a  new  government.    Their  deputies,  how- 
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•Tvcr,  were  at  length  inftrufted  to  coincide  in  this  mearure,.and  A.  D. 
on  the  4th  of  July,  1776,  the  Thirteen  United  Provinces  de-  '77^' 
clared  themf«lves  free  and  independent  itates,  abjuring  all  alle- 
giance to  the  Britifh  crown,  and  all  political  conne<?kion  wiili 
their  mother  country.  A  few  we^ks  after  this  declaration,  lord 
vifcount  Howe  arrived  at  Halifax*  at  the  head  of  a  powerful 
iquadron,  and  Aich  a  Dumber  of  land  forces  as  had  never  be- 
fore appeared  in  the  new  worid.  Bcfidcs  -the  national  troops 
^here  were  13,000  HefEans  and  Waldcckers,  commanded  by 
able  officers  of  their  own  country.  The  whole,  compofcd  of 
the  new  reinforcements  and  the  troops  formerly  in  Ameripa, 
'amounted  to  an  army  of  35,000  men;  which  was  fuperior  in 
number,  difcipline,  and  providons  of  every  kind,  to  any  force 
cbe  Americans  could  bring  into  the  field.  General  Howe  had 
left  Halifax  a  fortnight  before  bis  brother's  arrival ;  the  latter 
being  impatient  ^fj'cmaifiing  in  A  place  where  nothing  eiTential  to 
The  fervicc  could  be  performed^  and  where  provifions  began  to 
grow  fcarcc^  bad  embarked  his  troops  on  board  the  flret  com- 
manded 'by  admiral  Shuldam,  and  failed  to  Sandy  Hook,  the 
firft  land  that  is  met  with  in  approaching  New  York  from  thft 
lea.  On  his  paflage  he  was  met  by  fix  traiif^jorts  with  Highland 
troops  on  board,  who  had  been  feparated  from  feveral  of  their 
-companions  in  the  voyage.  It  appeared  foon  after,  that  moll  of 
the  mifling  (hips,  with  above  450  foldiers  and  feveral  officers, 
had  been  taken  by  the  American  cruizers.  The  general  found 
every  part  of  the  ifland  of  New  York  ftrongly  fortilicd,  defend, 
-cd  by  a  numerous  artillery,  and  guarded  by  a  confiderablc  army. 
The  extent  of  Long  lUand  did  not  admit  of  it«  being  fe  ftrong- 
ly  fortified  or  fo  well  guarded ;  it  was,  however,  ki  a  powerful 
ft  ate  of  defence,  having  an  encampment  of  conftderable  force 
on  the  end  of  the  iiland  near  New  York,  and  feveral  works 
thrown  up  on  the  moft  acceflible  parts  of  the  coaft,  as  well  as 
at  the  ftrongeft  internal  paflcs.  Staten  Ifland,  which  was  of  Icfa 
rvalue  and  importance,  was  lefs  powerfully  defended;  and  on 
this  the  general  landed  without  oppofition.  Here  he  was  met 
ty  governor  Tryon,  who,  like  the  other  gentlemen  Invefted 
vith  chief  authority  in  North  America,  hjd  been  obliged  to 
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A.D.  cfcape  on  fhip-board.     Some  hundreds  of  wcll-affcfteJ  inhabt* 
177^'  tants  from  the  neighbouring  parts  alfo  joined  the  royal  ftandard. 

liord  Howe  did  not  arrive  at  Staten  Ifland  till,  the  14th  of 
July ;  when  he  fcnt  to  the  continent  a  circular  letter  (ctting 
forth  the  powers  with  which  he  and  his  brother  were  invcftcd 
by  the  late  aft  of  parliament  for  granting  general  or  parcicclar 
pardons  xo  all  thofe  who,  in  the  tumult  and  difafter  of  the 
times,  might  hav^  deviated  from  their  juil  allegiance,  and  who 
were  willingt  by  a  fpeedy  return  to  their  duty,  to  reap  the  bene- 
fits of  the  royal  favour.     Thcfc  letters  were  treated  with  as 
Jittle  refpeft  as  every  other  propofition  of  a  fimilar  kind,  the 
Americans  contemning  the  ide^  of  granting  pardpqs  to  thofe  who 
were  not  fenGble  of  any  guilr.     Meanwhile  the  BritiHi  armar 
tnent  was  joined  by  the  fleet  commanded  by  Sir  Peter  Parker, 
us  well  as  by  fome  regiments  from  Florida  and  the  Weft  Indie?. 
The  greateft  part  of  the  forces  being  now  united,  an  attack 
^gainft  Long  Ifland  was  determined,  as  being  more  eafj  of  eze^ 
cution  than  againft  the  ifland  of  New  York,  and  as  the  for- 
mer abounded  more  with  thofe  fupplies  which  fo  great  a  body 
of  men  as  were  now  a^emhled  by  fea  and  land  demanded. 

The  ricceflary  meafiires  being  taken  by  the  fleet  for  covering 
the  defcent,  the  army  was  landed  without  oppofition  on  the 
fouth-wefl  end  of  the  ifland.  Soon  after  this  was  effefted,  ge< 
iieral  Clinton,  in  the  night  of  the  26.th  of  Augufl,  at  the  head 
pf  the  van  of  the  army  confifting  of  the  light  infantry,  grena- 
diers, light  horfe,  referve  under  lord  Cornwallis,  with  fourteen 
field  pieces,  advanced  towards  the  enemy's  encampment,  and 
fcizcd  an  important  pafs  which  they  had  left  unguarded.  The 
way  being  thus  happily  open,  the  whole  army  paflcd  the  hills 
without  noife  or  impediment,  and  defccndcd  by  the  tbwn  of 
Bedford  into  the  Icyel  country.  The  engagement  was  begun 
early  in  the  morning,  while  the  fliips  made  feveral  motions  on 
the  left,  and  attacked  a  battery  at  Red  Hook,  which  diftradied 
the  attention  of  the  enemy,  and  called  off  their  attention  from 
tbeir  right  and  rear  where  the  main  attack  was  intended.  No- 
thing could  exceed  the  fpirit  and  alacrity  fliewn  by  all  the  dif- 
ferent corps  of  which  the  Britifli  army  was  compofed.  They 
pa^c.  the  eucmy  retreat  on  c^ery  fide,  purfued  them  with  great 
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flaughteri  and  fucb  was  the  ambition  between  the  Briuili  and  A.  P. 
foreign  troops,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  general  Howe  could  *77^' 
reflrain  their  impetuofity  in  breaking  through  the  American 
lines,  and  cutting  to  pieces  or  taking  prifoners  all  thofe  who  bad 
cfcaped  the  danger  of  the  battle  and  the  purfuit.    The  vi£lors 
encamped  in  the  front  of  the  enemy's  work  on  the  evening  af« 
ter  the  engagement,  and  on  the  28th,  at  night,  broke  ground  in    ' 
form  at  600  yards  diftance  from  a  redoubt  which  covered  the 
enemy's  left. 

During  the  battle  general  Wafliington  had  paiTed  over  from 
New  York,  and  faw  with  great  mortification  the  unhappy  fate 
of  his  braved  boops.  The  remainder  were  as  much  inferior  in 
number  and  difcipline  to  the  Britifh  army,  as  their  inconfiderable 
batteries  were  unequal  to  the  affiiult  of  the  royal  artillery.  No 
hopes  of  fafety  remained  but  in  a  retreat,  which  might  well  have 
appeared  impra£ticable  in  the  fac&  of  fuch  a  commanding  force^ 
by  land,  and  a  fleet  at  fea  which  only  waited  a  favourable  wind 
to  enter  theEaft  River,  which  would  efTeAually  cut  off  all  com- 
munication between  the  iflands.  This  arduous  talk,  however, 
was  undertaken  and  carried  Into  execution  by  the  Angular  abi- 
lity of  general  Walhington.  In  the  night  of  the  29th,  the  Pro- 
vincial troops  were  withdrawn  from  the  camp  and  their  dif- 
ferent works,  and  with  their  baggage,  ftores,  and  artillery  con- 
veyed to  the  water  fide,  embarked,  and  pafied  over  a  long  ferry 
to  New  York.  This  was  conduced  with  fuch  wonderful 
(ilence  and  order,  that  our  army  did  not  perceive  the  lead  mo- 
tion, and  were  furprifed  in  the  morning  at  finding  the  lines 
abandoned,  and  feeing  the  laft  of  the  rear  guard  in  the  boats 
and  out  of  danger.  By  this  fuccefsful  manoeuvre,  general 
Wafhington  not  only  faved  the  troops  on  Long  liland  from 
captivity,  but  fortified  the  courage  and  flrength  of  his  army  at 
New  York,  and  enabled  the  Americans  to  continue  the  war 
with  unabating  ardour.  Yet  this  meafare  he  could  not  have 
fsfTe^led,  had  the  Englifh  general  allowed  his  troops  to  force  the 
enemy's  lines,  had  the  fliips  of  war  been  ftationed  in  the  £a(t 
{liver,  or  had  the  vigilance  of  the  Britifli  foldiers  watched  and 
ii^tcrccptcd  the  moyernents  pf  tbe-frovincials. 

After 
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A,  D.     After  the  fiicccfs  attcndiog  the  fupcrior  bravery  of  the  £agH& 
1776.  In  the  etigagementy  and  that  attendkig  the  faperior  wifdam  of 
Waihington  in  the  retreat,  the  coromiffioocrs  renewed  their  pro- 
pofnls  of  conciliation,  which  were  Aill  as  fruitleis  as  before. 
Laying  afidc,  therefore,  their  pacific  cbaraftc r,  they  again   had 
recouHe  to  their  military.   The  Britifli  troops  were  impatient  to 
meet  the  enemy,  who  had  cfcapcd  fo  unexpcftetUy  fronn  their 
hands.     A  river  only  divided  them,  along  the  banlcs  of  which 
they  ereftcd  batteries,  while  a  fleet  of  300  fall,  inclnding  tranA 
ports,  hovered  round  the  ifland  of  New  York,  and  threatened 
deftruflion  on  every  fide.   The  fmall  iflands  between  the  oppo- 
iite  (hores  were  perpetual  objects  of  conted,  until  by  dint  of  a 
welUferved  artillery,  and  the  aid  of  the  (hips,  thofe  were  ficco- 
red  which  were  moft  ncoeflary  to  their  future  operations.     At 
length,  every  thing  being  prepared  for  a  defcent,  the  men  of 
war  made  feveral  movements  up  the  North  river,  in  order  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  enemy  to  that  quarter  of  tl>e  ifland. 
Other  parts  fcemed  equally  threatened,  and  increafcd  the  uiKcr- 
tainty  of  the  real  objcft  of  the  attack.     While  the  rebels  were 
in  this  ftate  of  perplexity,  the  firft  diviGon  of  the  army,  under 
the  command  of  general  Clinton,   embarked  at  the  head  of 
Newtoun  Bay,  which  runs  pretty  deep  into  Long  Maud,  and 
where  they  were  entirely  out  of  view  of  the  enemy.    Being  co- 
Tcrcd  by  five  (hips  of  war  upon  their  entrance  into  Eaft  River, 
they  proceeded  to  Repp's  Bay,  where,  being  lefs  expc^ed  than 
in  fome  other  places,  the  preparation  for  defcrnce  was  not  fo 
conflderable.     The  works,  however,  were  not  weak,  nor  dcf- 
titutc  of  troops,  but  the  (ire  from  the  (hips  was  fo  incefTantand 
well  dire6led  that  they  were  foon  abandoned,  and  the  army 
landed  without  farther  oppoGtion.     The  enemy  immediately 
quitted  the  city  of  New  York,  and  retired  towards  the  nonh^ 
where  their  principal  ftrength  lay,  particularly  at  King's  Bridge, 
by  which  their  communication  with  the  continent  of  New  York 
was  kept  open.     General  Howe  thought  the  works  here  too 
ftroag  to  be  attacked  with  any  profpcdi  of  fuccefe  j  and  there, 
fore  determined  either  to  bring  the  rebels  to  an  engagement  on 
equal  terms,  or  to  inclofe  them  in  their  fortrefles.     While  he 
foadc  what  appeared  to  be  the  proper  difpofitions  for  this  pur- 
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pofe,  with  a  Sect  asd  army  fufficient  to  cover  and  furroundthe  A.  D» 
whdh  iflaiid)  genera]  Wafliington,  by  ^  luoft  jadicious  manoeu-  >  77^^ 
"vre,  formed  bis  troops  into  a  line  of  fmaU  detached  encamp* 
meiits,  which  occupied  every  high  and  (farong  ground  on  the 
land  oppofite  to  King's  Bridge.  He  left  a  garrifon  to  defendl 
the  lines  there,  and  Fovt  Waihington ;  which,  after  a  vigorous 
refiftance^  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Britifli  forces.  But  gene«^ 
^al  Howe  could  not  bring  Wafhington  to  as  engagement,  wha 
availed  himfelf  of  his  fkHl  and  addrefs  while  be  fled  before  ai 
fuperior  force,  retreating  from  one  poft  to  another,  but  always 
occupying  more  advantageous  ground  than  his  purfuers. 

The  Britiih  commander  thus  difappointed  in  his  defign  of  ma-* 
king  atiy  vigorous  imfk-effion  on  the  main  body  of  the  enemy^ 
detached,  on  the  i8th  of  November,  lord  Cornwallis  to  take 
Fort  Lee,  and  to  advance  farther  into  the  Jerfcys^  The  garri-- 
fbn  of  20C0  men  abandoned  the  place  the  night  before  bis  lord* 
£]>ip's  arrival,  leaving  their  artrlkry,  ftorcs, '  tents,  and  every 
thing  elf<i  behind.  Our  troops  afterwards  over-^ran  the  greater 
part  of  the  two  Jcrfeys,  tbc  enemy  flying  every  where  before: 
f  hem ;  and  at  length  extended  their  winter  cantonments  frcnn 
New  Brunfwick  to  the  Delaware.  In  the  beginning  of  Decem- 
ber general  Clinton,  with  two  brigades  of  Britifh,  and-  two  of 
Heflian  troops,  with  a  fquadron  of  (hips  of  war  commanded 
by  Sir  Peter  Parker,  were  fent  to  make  an  attack  upon  Rhode 
ifland,  in  which  they  fuccecded  beyond  expectation.  The  general 
took  poScQion  of  the  iiland  without  the  loft  of  a  man  }  while 
the  naval  commander  blocked  up  the  principal  marine  force  of 
the  enemy,  commanded  by  Hopkins,  the  admiral  of  the  Con* 
grcfs,  who  then  lay  in  the  harbour  of  Providence. 

On  the  fide  of  Canada  we  left  general  Carleton  driving  ther 
rebels  towards  the  Lakes  Champlain  and  St.  George,  of  whiclv 
tl>ey  bad  fornr^erly  obtained  poStSkon^  as  well  as  of  the  impor- 
tant fortrefs  of  Titonderago.  If  the  Britifli  troops  could  reco- 
ver thefe,  and  advance  as  far  as  Albany,  before  the  fcvcrity  of 
the  winter  fet  in,  they  might  pour  deftruClion  into  the  heart  of 
the  middle  or  northern  colonies,  as  general  Waftiington  could 
not  atteir.pt  to  hold  any  pod  in  New  York  or  the  Jcrfeys  againit. 
iuch  a  fuperior  force  as  already  oppofed  him  in  front,^  and  ge-' 
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A.  D.  nend.  Carleton's  army  at  his  back.    Notwithftandlng  tlie  moft 
1776.  unremitting  induftry  in  preparing  this  northern  expedition^  it 
'  was  not  until  the  month  of  Odober^  that  the  Eugtiih  fleet  was 
in  a  condition  to  feek  the  enemy  on  Lake  Cha^nplain.  The  fhzp 
Inflexiblei  which  may  be  coniidered  as  admiral,  had  been  re- 
con{lru£ted  at  St.  John's,  from  which  (be  failed  in  twenty-eight 
days  after  laying  her  keel,  and  mounted  18  twelve  pounders. 
One  fchooner  mounted  14*  and  another  1 2  fix  pounders.      A 
flat'bottomed  radeau  carried  6  tweWe  pounders,  befides  howit- 
zers s  and  a  gondola  7  nine  pounders.     Twenty  fmaller  veBkh, 
under  the  denomination  of  gun-boats,  carried  brafs  field-pieces 
from  nine  to  twenty-four  pounders,  or  were  armed  with  howit- 
zers. Several  long-boats  were  furnifhed  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
an  equal  number  of  long-boats  a  Aed  as  tenders.  All  thefe  apper- 
tained to  war ;  and  there  were  befides  an  immenfe  number  of 
tranfports  and  victuallers  defiiined  for  the  fervice  and  conveyance 
of  the  army.  The  armament  was  conduced  by  captain  Pringlc, 
and  navigated  by  above  700  prime  feamen,  of  whom  200  were 
volunteers  from  the  tranfports,  who  after  having  rivalled  thofe 
belonging  to  the  fhips  of  war  in  all  the  toil  of  preparation,  now 
boldly  and  freely  partook  with  them  in  the  danger  of  the  expe^ 
dition.  -The  fleet  of  the  enemy  was  not  of  equal  force,  and 
amounted  to  only  fifteen  vcfTcls  of  difierent  kinds,  conHfUng  of 
two  fchooners,  one  floop,  one  cutter,  three  gallies,  and  eight 
gondolas.     The  principal  fchooner  mounted  12  fix  and  four 
pounders.    They  were  commanded  by  Benedict  Arnold,  who 
was  now  to  fupport  upon  a  new  element  the  glory  which *he  had 
acquired  by  his  atchicvements  as  a  general. 

The  Britiih  armament  proceeding  up  the  lake  the  nth  of 
Oftobcr,  1776,  difcovered  the  enemy  drawn  up  with  great 
judgment,  in  order  to  defend  the  paflage  between  the  ifland  of 
Valicour  and  the  weflern  main.  A  warm  action  enfued,  and 
was  vigoroufly  fupported  on  both  fides  for  fevcral  hours«  The 
wind  being  unfavourable,  the  (hip  Inflexible  and  fome  other 
veffcls  of  force  could  not  be  worked  up  to  the  enemy,  fo  that 
the  weight  of  the  adlion  fell  on  the  fchooner  Carleton  and  the 
gun-boats.  As  the  whole  could  not  be  engaged,  captain  Prin- 
gle,  with  the  approbation  of  the  general^  withdrew  his  advanced 
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^eflels  at  Ac  approach  of  night,  and  brought  the  whole  fleet  to  A.  D. 
anchor  in  a  line,  a^  near  as  poflible  to  the  enemy,  in  order  to  1776. 
prevent  their  retreat. 

Arnold  beibg  now  Tenfible  of  his  inferiority,  took  the  oppor- 
tunity which  the  darknefs  of  the  night  afibrded  to  fer  fail,  un« 
perceived^  hoping  to  obtain  flitltet  and  prote£lion  at  Crown 
Point.  Fortune  feemed  at  firft  favourable  to  his  purpofe,  for 
he  had  entirely  loft  fight  of  the  enemy  before  next  morning. 
The  chaccj  however,  being  continued  both  oii  that  and  the  fuc- 
ceedttig  day,  the  wind,  and  other  circnmftances  peculiar  to  the 
navigation  of  the  lake,  which  had  been  at  firft  advantageous  to 
the  Americans^  became  at  length  otherwife,  fo  that  on  the  I3tli 
at  noon  they  were  overtaken,  and  brought  to  a£tion  a  few 
leagues  (hort  of  Crown  Point.  The  engagement  lafted  two  hours^ 
during  which  thofe  veflels  of  the  eneivy  that  were  moft  a-head 
pufhed  on  with  the  greateft  fpeed^  and,  paffing  Crown  Point, 
cfcaped  to  Ticonderago(  while  two  gallics,  and  five  gondolas, 
which  remained  with  Arnold,  made  a  defperate  refiftance.  But 
their  obftinate  valour  was  at  length  obliged  to  yield  to  the  fu« 
periority  of  force,  ikill,  and  weight  of  metal  by  which  it  was 
afiTailed;  The  Walhingcon  galley  with  Waterburg,  a  brigadier- 
general  and  the  fccohd  in  command^  aboard,  ftruck,  and  was 
taken.  But  Arnold  determined  that  his  people  (hould  not  be- 
come prifoners,  nor  his  veflel  a  prey  to  the  Englifti.  With 
equal  refolution  and  dexterity  he  run  the  Congrefs  galley,  in 
which  himfelf  was,  with  the  five  gondola^,  on  fhore,  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  land  his  men  fafely  and  blow  up  the  veflcU,  in 
fpite  of  every  cflbrt  that  was  ufcd  to  prevent  both.  Not  iatis- 
fied  with  this  fubftantial  advantage,  which  in  his  firuation  was 
snore  than  could  have  been  expe£ied  from  an  experienced  com« 
mander,  he  inflexibly  perfifted  in  maintaining  a  dangerous  point 
of  honour,  by  keeping  his  flag  flying,  and  not  quitting  bis  gaU 
ley  till  {he  was  in  flames,  left  the  Englifli  fliould  have  boarded 
and  ftruck  it ;  an  attention  which  greatly  raifed  his  reputation  in 
America. 

Thus  was  Lake  Champlain  recovered,  and  the  enemy's  force 
nearly  deftroyed,  a  galley  and  three  fmall  veflels  being  all  that 
efcapedto  Ticonderago.    The  Provincials,  upon  the  rout  of 
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A.  D.  their  fleefi  fee  fire  to  the  honfte  at  Crown  Friaf^  and  retired  tm 
^77^*  their  mam  bod;f»  Carietoo  took  pQ<&ffio»  of  the  roino,  aad  be- 
ing joined  by  his  whole  army,  pulhed  on  ta«rardi  the  eacoi^ 
B»t  the  poft  of  Ttconderago  was  too-  ik'Oiigly  fortiied  to  be 
taken  wkhoot  great  loft  of  Uood  ^  and  the  benefit  arifiag  firom 
fccce&t  cooM  not  be  confidoFable^  as  the  feafoa  was  too  &r  ad- 
f  aaced  to  thinh  of  croSng  iiake  George,  and  of  expoCn^  the 
army  to  the  perik  of  a  wintercaoifaign,  in  thoilibo<inuble  wilds 
to  the  foiith ward.  GeoM-al  Carkton^  dierojere,  reimbarkod  the 
army  without  making  any  attach  upon  due  phicc^  apdoetvnung 
to  Canada,  cantoned  his  troops  there  for  the  winter. 

The  Americans  feem  to  haw  been  guilty  of  ap  wipardoBjdile 
blunder  in  not  maintaining  a  more  powerful  fi|inidroo  on  the 
kkes,  which  kid  open  the  heart  of  their  coontry.  Bitt  hefides 
the  Want  of  timber,  artiQery,  and  other  materiab  necefi^ry  fer 
Aich  an  equipment,  the  carpenters,  and  all  othern  conoeraod  in 
the  buflneft  of  flitppfng,  were  fuUy  engaged  in  the  fearpom  in 
the  conftmdioii  and  fitting  out  of  privateeM.  To  thia  the  6»ce 
of  the  rebeh  waf  principally  bent  \  and  the  intercA  oi  indiv]* 
duals  which  waa  more  immediately  concerned  in  the  fuoccis  of 
particular  cruiaers,  than  in  fupporting  the  marine  ftrength  of 
the  nation,  gave  redoubled  vigour  to  aUthe  operations  of  the 
former. 

The  Weft  Indies,  which  in  thr  want  of  fidod,  and  of  ftavcs^ 
the  article  next  in  neceflity  to  food^  experienced  the  firft  mc- 
hncholy  cflfe£b  of  the  American  war,  alfo  Aiffered  the  moft 
from  the  Provincial  privateers.  The  fleet  which  failed  ^oo^ 
Jamaica  in  Auguft,  1776,  being  Mattered  by  badweather^  ficil  % 
prey  to  the  a£kiYity  of  their  cruisers,  who  had  fcized  the  proper 
,  ftation  for  intercepting  their  paffiige.  Nor  was  the  tradefiEom  the 
other  iflands  more  fortunate.  So  that  though  the  Americans  dtd 
not  begin  their  depredations  till  late  in  the  year^the  Britifik  loft 
in  captures,  excliifive  of  tranfports  and  government  fiore^Ihips^ 
was  eftimated  coniiderably  higher  than  a  mtUion  fterling.  Some 
blame  was  thrown  on  the  convoy,  and  much  indignation  feif 
that  the  fuperintendence  of  our  naval  afi^irs^  on  whkh  the  glory 
and  fecurity  of  the  nation  depend,  Oiould  be  intruAed  to  hand^ 
unworthy  to  hold  it.  Such  a  facred  depofit  required,  it  was 
t^ooghr^  not  only  pure  butfteadji  hands}  the  duties  of  the  im 
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'^p6it«Qf  office  10  mhick  it  belongs,  calUog  for  nnremitting  v!gi-  A.  D* 
lance  and  a£ti?icy,  and  being  totally  incompatible  with  a  life  of  i??^* 
licentious  and  degrading  pleafure.  Rd^ioiM  men  were  not 
^fprited^  that  uoder  fiKh  an  inanfpicioue  influence  the  digni- 
ty df  the  natioA  Aeuld  fvntfer  a  total  oclipfe»  whHe  the  Amcri- 
<:an  crviscts  fWarmed  in  the  Eurepean  iea%  and  repleniihed  the 
|>ort8  of  France  and  Spain  with  priees  taken  from  the  EngliOi. 
TbdTe  prizel  were  fold  infiurope  wtthcut  aiqr  colour  of  difguife, 
Ht  the  feme  titte  that  French  (hips  in  tlie  Weft  Indies  took 
AtnerieaA  conuniiGofeiSi  aad  carried  on  with  impunky  a  iiic* 
'Cdaful  war  on  9ritiih  trade  and  navigation. 

Afeanwhile  the  ti^e  of  the  meeting  of  pailiafaeixt  approach. 
«d«  when  It  was  e^pedted  that  the  line  of  condudlaecefiary  for  a 
totalcon^ueft^er  happy  iceociliatioB  with  the  colonies*  would 
t>e  cleartif  panted  4ait  aad  esplaine^  The  great  armamenta 
ivhich  were  contiiiuaUy  iocceafing  in  the  French  and  Spanifh 
portdi  and  many  •ther  {wi^kiom  appe^ances  during  the  r cceTs, 
Tendered  it  neceiTary  to  put  into  commifCon  £xteen  additional 
Alps  of  the  line»  and  to  ificrtafethe  bounty  to  feamen  for  enter- 
ing the  ierfice  to  five  pounds^  matv  The  ex^iences  of  the 
aiavy  for  the  year  1777,  jnduding  the  ordinary  at  40o»oo|l. 
and  the  buildkig  and  repairing  of  (htps^  which  was  voted  at 
465,5001.  amounted  to  no  lefs  than  31205,5051.  ezclullve 
ol  40ool.  which  was  afterwards  voted  to  Greenwich  HofpitaL 
The  fupplies  for  the  land-fervice  fell  link  &ort  of  three  millions^ 
although  the  extraordinaries  of  the  preceding  year,  which  ex- 
ceeded i,aoo>oooU  were  not  yet  provided  for.  In  whatever 
manner  adminiftration  might  employ  the  force  by  fea  and  land, 
the  nation  had  provided  for  the  fupport  of  both«  with  fach  libe- 
ral magnificence  as  equalled  the  fupphes  during  the  laft  war, 
when  the  fleets  and  armies  of  Britain  oppofed  and  defeated  the 
united  efforts  of  the  greateft  powers  in  Europe.  Soon  after  the  1777* 
Chriftmas  reccTs  a  bill  was  paiTed,  enabling  the  admiralty  to 
gfant  letters  of  marque  and  reprifal  to  the  owners  or  captains 
of  private  merchant  ihips,  to  take  and  make  prize  ofallvefTels 
with  their  effeds,  belonging  to  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  tho 
ITbincen  United  Colonies.    All  the  powers  of  the  kingdom 
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A.  D.  were  thus  called  forth,  affording,  as  it  woold  fecm,  a  force  hifi. 

»777-nitely  more  than  fufficicnt,  had  it  been  properly  dircftcd,   to 
cru(h  this  afpiring  rebellion. 

But  unfortunately  the  ftar  of  America  ftill  maintained  the 
afcendanr.    The  Briti(h  troops  whom  we  left  in  apparent  fc- 
curity  in  their  cantonments  were  availed  on  all  fides,  in   the 
middle  of  winter,  by  general  WaOiington,  who  remedied  the 
deficiency  of  his  force  by  th^  manner  of  applying  it,  and  by  at- 
taclcing  unexpcftcdly  and  fcparately  thofe  bodies    which    he 
could  not  venture  to  encounter  if  united.     By  fome  well-con- 
certed  and  fpirited  adions  this  American  Fabius,  after  a  retreat 
which  would  have  done  honour  to  the  judgment  of  the  moft 
circumfped  of  all  the  Romans,  not  only  faved  Philadelphia  and 
delivered  Pennfylvania  from  danger,  bpt  recovered  fhc  greateft 
part  of  the  Jerfeys,  and  obliged  an  army  greatly  fuperior  in 
number  as  well  as  in  difcipline  to  a£k  upon  the  defenfive,  and 
for  fifveral  months  to  remain  within  very  narrow  and  incoove* 
nient  limits. 

The  Biitifti  nation,  how  much  foe?er  they  were  affliAed  with 
thofe  misfortunes,  ftill  expeflied  that  notwithftanding  this  war 
of  pofts,  furprices,  and  detachments,  which  bad  been  fucce&- 
fully  carried  on  by  the  Americans  during  the  winter,  the  regu- 
lar forces  would  prevail  in  the  end.     They  waited,  therefore^ 
with  much  impatience  for  the  approach  of  fpring,  when  the 
mighty  armaments  which  they  had  raifcd  with  fb  high  expefla- 
tion  of  viftory,  might  be  brought  into  aftion.  When  the  time 
at  length  arrived,  with  equal  aftonifhment  and  indignation,  they 
learned   that  from  fome  improvidence  or  inattention^  unac- 
counted for  at  home,  the  army  was  reftrained  from  taking  the 
field  for  want  of  tents  and  field  equipage.    The  months  of 
March  and  April,  therefore,  inftead  of  being  employed  in  fuch 
decifive  enterprizes  as  might  terminate  the  war,  were  confined 
to  fome  fubordinate  expeditions  in  which  the  naval  fuperiority 
of  Britain  was  crowned  with  fucccfs.     The  Provincials  had 
erefled  mills  and  eitablifhed  magazines  in  a  rough  and  moun- 
tainous XTzQ:  called  the  Manouf  of  Courtland,  to  which  a  place 
called  Peck's  Kill,  lying  fifty  miles  up  Hudfon's  r^ver  from 
New  York,  fcrved  as  a  kind  of  port.     Courtland  Manour  was 
too  ftrong  to  be  attacked  with  any  profpcft  of  fuccefs;  but 
Peck's  Kill  hj  within  the  reach  of  the  navy.    On  the  23d  of 
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March,  colonel  Bird  was  fcnt  with  300  men  under  the  conduft  A.  D. 
of  a  frigate  and  other  armed  veflcls,  up  the  North  River  to  dc-  I777» 
ftroy  the  works  of  the  eaemy  at  this  place.  Upon  the  ap- 
proach of  the  Britifh  armament,  the  Americans  thinking  them- 
felves  uneoaal  to  the  defence  of  the  port,  and  being  convinced 
that  there  was  not  time  to  remove  any  thing  but  their  perfons 
and  arms,  fet  fire  to  the  barracks  and  principal  (Vore-houfesi  and 
then  retired  to  a  ftrong  pafs  about  two  miles  diftance,  com- 
manding the  entrance  into  the  mountains,  and  covering  a  road 
which  led  to  fome  of  the  mills  and  other  depofits.  The  Bri- 
tifli  troops  landed  and  compleatod  the  conflagration,  which  had 
ahready  gone  too  far  to  allow  any  thing  to  be  faved.  All  the 
magazines  were  thus  deflroyed,  and  the  troops,  having  per- 
formed this  fcrvice,  returned  after  taking  feveral  fmall  craft 
laden  with  proviGons.  Another  expedition  of  a  fimilar  kind 
was  undertaken  againft  the  town  of  Danbury  on  the  borders  of 
Connedtictit,  and  attended  with  equal  fuccefs. 

Thefe  petty  advantages  were  nothing,  compared  to  theinfinite 
benefit  which  the  Americans  derived  from  the  delay  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  army  in  taking  the  field.  The  Provincials  were  greatly  aug- 
mented by  reinforcements  from  all  quarters  to  the  Jerfcys.  Thofc 
who  fhuddered  at  a  winter's  campaign  grew  bold  in  fummer ; 
and  the  certainty  of  a  future  winter  had  no  greater  effcQ.  than 
diftant  evils  ufually  have.  When  general  Howe  paiTed  over  from 
New  York  to  the  Jerfeys  the  middle  of  June,  he  found  Wafli- 
ington*s  army,  which  fix  weeks  before  bad  been  nothing  to  his 
own  in  point  of  force,  greatly  increafcd,  and  ftationed  in  fuch 
advantageous  and  inacceffible  pofts  as  defied  every  afiiault.  AH 
his  attempts  to  bring  WaChington  to  an  engagement,  or  to  make, 
him  quit  bis  defenfive  plan  of  conducing  the  war,  proved  abor- 
tive; audit  appeared  the  height  of  temerity  to  attempt  advan- 
cing to  the  Delaware,  through  fo  ftrong  a  country  entirely  ho- 
ftile,  and  with  fuch  an  enemy  in  his  rear.  Nothing  remained, 
therefore,  for  general  Howe  but  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  immenfe 
paval  force  which  co-operated  with  the  army,  and  which  in  a 
country  like  America,  interfered  by  great  navigable  rivers,  gave 
him  an  opportunity  of  tranfporting  his  forces  to  the  moft  vul- 
nerable parts  of  the  rebellious  provinces.  The  Americans  bad  no 
for^e  to  refid  the  navigation^  and  it  was  impolfible  for  them  to 
' '  too^y 
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X.  D.  ^ow  wbere  the  ftorm  would  f»ll,  or  to  make  pnmfion 
'777-  ^^*     General  Howe  accordingly  pafled  over  with  the  mrmj  to 
Statcn  Illandi  from  which  it  was  intended  that  the  emhsaiotioB 
flioold  take  place. 

For  the  facceis  of  this  grand  expedition  nothing  was  more  re- 
qoifite  than  difjpatch^  yet,  not withflanding  the  ai&ftance  aifibrd- 
ed  by  the  crews  of  300  veilels,  it  was  not  till  the  23d  of  July 
chat  the  fleet  and  army  were  ready  to  depart  from  Sandy  Hook. 
The  force  eoibarked  confided  of  tKirty»fix  Britifli  and  HcfEan 
battalions,  including  the  light  infantry  and  grenadiers^  with  a 
'    powerful  artillery,  a  New  York  corps  called  the  Qucea's    Ran- 
gers,  and  a  regiment  of  light  horfe.    Seventeen  battalions  with 
•  regiment  of  light  horfe,  and  the  remainder  of  the  New  Tork 
corps  were  left  for  the  prote£iion  of  that  and  the  neighbourisg 
iflands  i  and  Rhode  ifland  was  occupied  by  feven  battalions. 

Philadelphia,  the  original  feat  of  the  General  Congrefs,  but 
from  which  that  body  had  retired  to  Baltimore,  was  the  ofc(|e£t 
of  thefe  mighty  preparations*  The  weather  being  unfavonrmbki 
it  coft  the  fleet  a  week  to  gain  the  Capes  of  the  Delaware.  The 
information  which  the  commanders  received  there  of  the  mea- 
fures  taken  by  the  enemy  for  rendering  the  navigatioa  of  tha^ 
river  impracticable,  engaged  them  to  alter  their  deflgn  of  pro. 
ceeding  by  that  way,  and  to  undertake  the  paflage  by  Chcfapeak 
Bay  to  Maryland,  the   fbutfaern  boundary  of  which  is  at  do 
great  diftance  from  Philadelphia.     The  middle  of  Auguft  was 
pafled  before  they  entered  this  bay,  after  which,  with  a  favour- 
able  wind,  they  gained  the  river  Elk  near  its  extremity  through 
U  mofl  intricate  and  dangerous  navigation.     Having  proceeded 
op  this  river  as  far  as  it  was  poifible  for  large  veifels,  the  army 
were  relieved  from  their  tirefome  confinement  on  board  the  tranA 
ports,  which  was  rendered  doubly  difagreeaUe  by  the  heat  of 
the  feafon,  and  landed  without  oppofition  at  Elk  Ferry  on  the 
a5th  of  Auguft.     Whilft  one  part  of  the  army  advanced  to  the 
head  of  the  Elk,  the  other  continued  at  the  landing-place  tQ 
protect  and  forward  the  artillery,  ftdres,  and  neceflary  provifions. 

Meanwhile  general  Wafhington  returned  with  his  army  from 
tY)e  Jerfeys  to  the  defence  of  Philadelphia.  Their  force,  inr 
^^di|ig  the  tpUitia,  amounted  to  1^,000  s^Oi  which  was  ftill 
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confidcnibly  inferior  in  nvmber  to  the  royal  army*  General  A.  D. 
HvmCf  after  pnblifbing  fucb  proclamations  as  he  thought  ne«  1 777» 
cefiary  for  <)«ieting  the  minds  of  the  xohabttancS)  and  jnxiucing 
them  to  retorn  to  the  protoAion  of  the  crowt^  began  on  the 
3d  of  Sq)Ccmboi>  to-  porfhe  hit  courfe  to  Philadelphia.  Walhing-  « 
tott  loft  no  opportunify  of  harafling  him  in  his  mardiy  by  erery 
poffibk  meant  which  did  not  involve  tiic  neceflity  of  ciiking  ai 
general  engagement*  But  feveral  cenfiderable  afktons  took 
place  berveen  the  troops  both  before  and  after  general  Howef 
bad  entered  Philadelphia,  of  which  the  army  became  poffefied 
the  a6ch  of  September.  In  tbeie  actions  viAory  always  incUnevk 
t^  the  fide  of  the  king's  troops»  who  fliewed  as  much  ardoor  m 
tbe  attack  as  WaYhington  difcovered  wiftbm  in  the  retreat,  and 
k%  avotdiog  a  general  engagement.  The  Provincials  had  great 
dl(kdvantagc  in  the  nfe  of  the  bayonet,  with  which  infinunent 
tliey  were  ill  provided,  and  which  they  knew  litde  how  to  ma« 
jMige.  And  when  this  circnmftance  is  confidered,  it  will  not 
appear  fttrprifing  that  the  Jifproportion  between  their  nnmber 
offlain  and  that  of  the  king's  troops  ihouki  in  every  a£lioa 
liave  been  confiderable. 

When  the  Britifh  troops  had  taken  pofieflion  of  Philadelphia^ 
their  firft  employment  was  to  ereA  batteries  which  might  com- 
mand the  river,  and  protedi  the  city  from  any  infult  by 
water.  This  was  fo  neceilary  a  meafure,  that  the  very  day  of 
the  arrival  of  the  forces,  the  American  frigate  Delaware,  of  32 
guns,  anchored  within  500  yards  of  the  unfiniihed  batteries^ 
wnd  being  feconded  by  another  frigate,  with  feme  fipaller  vcflels^ 
commenced  a  heavy  cannonade,  which  lafted  for  feveral  hours^ 
Upon  the  falling  of  the  tide,  howew,  the  Delaware  ground** 
«d,  and  was  taken ;  and  the  batteries  newly  erefted  were  play^ 
ci  with  fuob  effe£l  agaioft  the  other  verbis,  that  they  were  forv* 
tunate  to  be  able  to  retire. 

Meanwhile  lord  Howe  being  apprized  of  <be  determined 
^Megrefs  of  the  army  to  Phiiadetphia,  took  the  moft  fpeedy 
and  bfieAual  meafures  to  convey  the  fleet  and  tranfports  round 
•o  the  Delaware,  in  order  to  fupply  the  army  with  the  necefiary 
itorcs  and  proviHons,  as  well  as  to  concur  in  the  afiive  open^ 
ikym  ol  the  campaign.  After  a  dangerous  and  intrieate  voyage, 
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A.  D.  tlie  fleet  arrived  in  the  wcftern  or  Pcnnfylvaiiia  iliore^   wlicre 
^777*  they  drew  up  and  anchored.     The  paflage  to  Philadelpkia^ 
however,  was  ftill  impra£ticable»  for  the  Americans  ha<i  5:00* 
ftrndied  great  and  numerous  works  with  wonderful  laboar  and 
induftry  to  interrupt  the  navigation  of  the  river.  The  prixicipai 
of  thefe  were  the  ftrong  batteries  on  a  low  and  mariby  iiland^ 
or  rather  an  accumulation  of  mud  and  fand  at  the  junfUon  of 
the  Deh^ware  and  Schuylkill ;  a  confiderable  fort  or  redoubt  at 
a  place  called  Red  Bank  on  the  oppoiite  fhore  of  New  Jerfej. 
and  in  the  deep  navigable  channel  between  thefe  forts  there  had 
been  funk  feveral  ranges  of  frames  or  machines,  which  from 
refemblance  of    conftrudlion  were  called  chevaox  de  frizes 
Thefe  were  compofed  of  tranfverfe  beams,  firibly  united,  and 
of  fuch  weight  and  ftrength  as  rendered   it  equally  difficult  to 
penetrate  or  remove  them;    About  three  miles  lower  down  the 
river  they  had  funk  other  machines  of  a  fimilar  forofi,  and 
creAed  new  batteries  on  (bore  on  the  Jerfey  iide  to  co-operate 
in  the  defence^     Both  were  farther  fupported  by  feveral  gallies 
mounting  heavy  cannon,  together  with  two  floating  batteries,  a 
number  of  armed  vciTels  and  fmall  craft  of  various  kindj^  and 
fome  fire-fliipSi 

The  firft  thing  requifite  fbr  opening  the  channel^  waft  to  get 
the  command  of  the  ihore.  Accordingly,  upon  the  reprefenta- 
tion  of  captain  Hammond  of  the  Roebuck,  which^  with  fome 
other  fhips  of  war,  had  arrived  in  the  Delaware  before  lord 
Howe,  the  general  detached  two  regiments  to  diilodge  the  ene- 
my from  Billingsfort,  the  principal  place  of  ftrength  on  the 
Jerfey  fhore.  This  fervice  was  fuccefsfuliy  performed ;  and 
captain  Hammond,  after  a  vigbrous  conteft  with  the  marine 
'  force  of  the  enemy,  was  able  with  much. labour  to  weigh  up  as 
much  of  the  chevaux  de  frize  as  opened  a  narrow  and  difficult 
paflage  through  this  lower  barrier. 

It  was  not  attempted  to  remove  the  upper  barrier,  which  was 
much  the  flrdnger,  until  the  arrival  of  lord  Howe^  who  con- 
certed meafures  for  this  purpofe  with  the  getieral.  The  latter 
ordered  batteries  to  be  erefled  on  the  Pennfylvania  (hore,  to 
aflifl  in  diflodging  the  enemy  from  Mud  Ifland.  He  alfe  de- 
tached, (a  2d  Odiober},  a  ftrong  body  of  Heffiaos  to  attack  the 

redoubt 
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k-ffloubt  at  fted  Bank^  while  lord  Howe  ordered  the  mfen  of  A.  D. 
>wrar  and  frigates  to  approach  Mild  Ifland^  which  was  the  main  ^777' 
objed  of  the  aflault.     The  operations  by  land  and  fca  were 
equally  unfucccfsfuL     The  Hcflians  were  repulfcd  with  great 
Slaughter  by  the  garrifon  at  Red  Bank,  as  well  :ts  by  the  float- 
ing batteries  of  the  enemy.  The  (hips  could  not  bring  their  fire 
.  zo  bear  with  any  confiderable  effe^  upon  the  ifland.     The  ex- 
traordinary obllrudtions  with  which  the  Americans  had  inter- 
rupted the  free  courfe  of  the  river^  had  even  affected  its  bcdi 
and  wrought  fome  alteration  on  its  known  and  natural  channel; 
£y  this  means  the  Augufla  man  of  war  of  64  gun.s^  and  Merliii 
floop  were  grounded  To  hi\  at  fom'e  diftance  from  the  chevaux 
de  frize,  that  there  was  no  poflibility  of  getting  them  off.     In 
khis  fituation,  though  the  ikill  of  the  officers,  feconded  by  the 
aAivity  of  the  crews,  prevented  the  eScSt  oi  four  fire-fliips  fent 
to  deftroy  the  Augnfla,  flie  unfortunately  took  fire  in  the  en- 
gagement) which  obliged  the  others  to  retire  at  a  diilance  from 
the  expeAed  explofion^     The  Merlin  alTo  was  defiroycd>  but 
few  lives  were  loft. 

Thefe  untoward  events  did  hbt  preVent  a  fecond  trial  on  th6 
15th  November  to  perform  the  neccflary  work  of  opening  the 
communication  of  the  river.  While  the  enemy  left  nothing  un-^ 
done  to  ftrengthcn  their  defences,  the  Britifh  fleet  were  incef- 
fantiy  employed  in  conveying  heavy  artillery  and  flores  up  the 
river  to  a  fmall  morafly  ifland,  where  they  ere£ted  batteries^  ' 
which  greatly  incommoded  the  American  works  on  Mud  Ifland^ 
At  length  every  thing  being  prepared  for  an  aflault,  the  Ids  and 
Somerfet  men  of  war  paflfed  up  the  eait  channel,  in  order  to 
attack  the  enemy's  works  iii  front ;  feveral  fj^igatcs  drew  up 
againft  a  newly  ere£ted  fort  near  Manto  Creek  ;  and  two  armed 
▼eflels,  mounted  with  24  pounders,  made  their  way  through  a 
narrow  ch&nnel  on  the  wefl;ern  fide,  in  order  to  enfilade  the 
principal  works.  The  fire  from  the  fljips  was  terrible,  and  re- 
turned during  the  whole  day  with  equal  vivacity.  Towards  the 
evening  the  fire  of  the  fort  began  to  abate,  and  at  length  was 
totally  iilenccd.  The  enemy  perceiving  that  meafurcs  were  ta- 
king for  forcing  their  works  on  the  following  morning,  fet  fire 
to  every  thing  that  coijd  be  deftroycd,  and  efcapcd  undi;r  fa- 
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A.  D  vour  of  the  night.    The  forts  on  the  main  land  did  not  ^fter^^ 
1777*  wards  make  much  refiftance,  and,  as  well  as  that  on  the  iiland^ 
afforded  a  confiderablc  quantity  of  artillery  and  military  ftores 
to  the  vi£tors« 

The  American  Slipping  having  now  loft  all  proteAioa  on 
either  fidp  of  the  river,  fevcral  of  their  galUcSi  and  other  armed 
vtfftlSf  took  the  advantage  of  a  favourable  night  to  pa&  the 
batteries  of  Philadelphia^and  fly  to  pUces  of  fecurtty  farther  up 
the  river.  This  was  no  fooner  difcovered  than  the  Delaware 
frigate,  now  lying  at  Philadelphia,  was  manned  and  ient  in  pur- 
ftitofthcm;  and  other  meaAires  were  taken  whidi  rendered 
their  efcape  impoffibte.  Thus  environed,  the  crews  absmdoned 
and  fet  fife  to  their  vefiels,  which  were  all  coofumed  to  the 
number  of  feventeen,  including  the  two  floating  batteries  and 
firc-fliips :  with  all  thefe  advantages,  the  advanced  feafoo  ot  the 
year  and  other  impediments  rendered  the  ckaring  of  the  river 
in  any  confiderable  degree  impra^icabk ;  fo  that  the-  fnaking 
fuch  a  channef  as  afforded  a  paflage  for  tranfports  and  Tcfiiels  of 
eafy  burden,  with  provifionrand  neceffaries  for  the  army,  was 
aH  that  could  be  effeftcd  by  the  fleet ;  while  the  whole  fQCcefs  of 
the  army  amounted  only  to  their  fccurmg  good  winter*  quarter* 
at  Philadelphia. 

If  the  confeqnences  of  viAory  were  little  calcvlated  to  re* 
fluove  the  uneaiinefs  which  began  to  be  felt  in  England^  as  to 
the  nature  and  refult  of  the  American  war,  the  cSkh  of  defear 
in  the  army  of  the  north,  intended. to  co-H>perate  with  the  grand 
expedition,  occafioned  the  mod  gloomy  appfehenfions*  It  had 
been  refolved  in  the  cabinet,  where  all  the  iuture  operattcuis  of 
the  campaign  hdd  been  fettled  with  a  painfuL  and  minute  accu- 
racy, that  while  general  Howe  made  a  fevere  tmpreffion  <m  the 
heart  of  America,  .the  extremities  (hould  alft  feel  the  cruel  ef* 
fc(k9  of  lK>{ltlity.  General  Corletoo,  who  had  fucceeded  fo 
well  in  this  attempt  in  the  former  campaign,  and  to  whofe  uiv 
remitting  aflivity,  direOcd  by  experienced  wifdom,  the  nation 
are  indebted  for  the  prefervation  of  Canada^  was-  fvperfeded  in 
the  command,  which  was  befiowed  by  government  on  general 
Burgoyne.  With  an  army  of  above  feven  thoufand  regular 
troops,  provided  in  a  manner  the  moil  complete,  and  farniibed 
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^-^D7ith  the  fined  train  of  irtillery  ever  tccn  in  the  new  world,  A.  D, 

^hat  general  proceeded  to  Canada,  when  being  joined  by  the  J777* 
provineial  militia  of  the  country,  he  took  meafures  according  to 
t)is  inftru£Uons  for  being  reinforced  by  a  powerful  band  of  i«- 
^ages.     About  the  middle  of  June,  he  met  the  Indians  in  '^Con- 

.  grefs  on  the  batilES^of  Lake  Champlain,  where  he  faid  every 
thing  that  appeared  moft  eifcAual  for  raifing  the  walouc,  and 
bridling  the  ferocity  of  our  new  allies.  Soon  after  he  publifhed 
a  manifedo  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  provinces, fetting 
'forth  the  magnitudeof  his  preparations,  and  denouncing  agatnft 
the  rebellions  a]l  the  calamities  and  outrages  of  war,  arrayed  in 
the  mOft  terrific  forms.  Encouragement  and  employment  were 
aiTured  to  thofe,  who,  with  a  difpoiition  and  ability  fuitcd  to  the 
purpofe,  (hould  chearfully  afiiil  in  redeeming  their  country  from 

'flavery,  and  in  r^eftabliihing  legal  government*  *Protedion  and 
'Security,  clogged  with  conditions,  reilrifled  by  our  circumftan- 
<X8,  and  rather  obicurdy  and  imperfedJy  expreficd,  were 
held  out  to  tke.  peaceable  andinduftrious,  who  continued  in  their 
habitations. 

After  thcfe  previous  fteps,  which  the  general  judged  ne- 
ceSzrff  it  wa^  intended,  that  the  army  in  concert  with  the 
•jiaval  force  on  thelakes,  (hould  proceed  to  the  fiege  of  Ticon- 
derago,  and  after  fecuring  that  important  fortrefs,  advance 
fouthward  on  the  frontiers  of  the  provinces,  where  they  would 
.  at  length  join  the  force  condufled  by  Sir  Henry  .Clinton,  and 
commodoi'e  Uotham,  which,  advancing  northward  from  New 
Tork,  dcftroyed  the  works,  towns  and  country  of  the  enou 
tny  on  both  fides  of  the  river.  At  firft  every  thing  fucceeded 
"with  general  Burgoyne  that  could  gratify  the  moll  fangutne 
hopes  of  thofe  who  employed  him.  Ticonderago  was  takeiii 
ihe  remainder  of  the  rebel  fquadron  on  Lake -George  was  pur* 
faed  and  defeated,  and  the  enemy  every  where  fled  before  tlxe 
vidorious  troops,  whom  they  had  neither  Arength  nor  fpirtt  to 
withftand.  The  firft  impreffioos  of  defpair  produced  on  the 
minds  of  the  rebels  had  time  to  wear  off  by  the  delays  of  the 
march,  in  a  country  fo  impracticable,  that  in  (bme  places  it  was 
hardly  pofTible  to  advance  a  mile  in  a  day.  The  New  England 
;gO!rermneDtSf  the  moft  immediately  threatened^  had  tiait  to  re- 
3^^  Z  xolka 
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A.  D  colle£l  tbeai(elves,  and  to  take  every  meafure  that  ieemcd  moll 
*777-  necciTary  for  their  defence,     Arnold,  who  alternately  a€^ed  the 
*     part  of  a  general  and  commodore,  with  equal  (kiil  and  bravcrry 
was  fcnt  to  reinforce  the  declining  courage  of  the  Ansericas 
troops,  and  carried  witli  him  a  confiderable  train  of  arciilcry. 
The  terror  excited  by  the  favages,  who  were  guilty  of  various 
enormities  too  (hocking  to  be  defcribed,  produced  at  length  an 
efFe£t  dire£|ly  contrary  to  what  had  been  cxpeded.     i  he  inha- 
bitants of  the  open  and  frontier  country  were  obliged  to  take  up 
arms  to  defend  themfelves  againfl  this  barbarous  race;  and 
when  the  regular  army  of  the  Provincials  feemed  to  be   nearly 
wailed,   a  new  one  and  more  formidable   was    poured  forth 
from  the  woods,  mountains  and  marflies,  which  in  this  part  are 
thickly  Town  with  plantations  and  villages.     General  Gates,  an 
officer  of  tried  ardour,  and  of  a  regular  military  education,  took 
fhe  command  of  this   force,  in  which  he  co-operated    with 
Arnold  with  the  moft  Hngular  unanimity.     The  confequeoce  is 
well  known,  and  will  be  long  remembered.     Burgoyne  had 
gone  too  far  to  retreat  to  Canada,  nor  could  he  proceed  to  AU 
bany,  without  forcing  his  way  through  the  rebel  army.     After 
a  number  of  fkirmiihes,  marches,  and  two  bloody  engagements, 
he  entered  into  the  convention  of  Saratoga  the  r7th06lober, 
by  which  the  BritiAi  tpoop^  laid  do\yn  their  arms,  and  engaged 
pever  to  aflift  more  in  attempting  to  fpbdue  America. 

During  the  operation  of  the  caufes  which  led  to  th^s  humi^ 
liating  tranfa^ion,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  conduced  his  exfiedition 
yp  the  North  River  with  uncommon  fucceTs.  Havmg  em- 
barked 3000  men  for  that  expedition,  accompanied  by  a  fuitable 
naval  force,  confiding  of  frigates,  armed  gallies,  and  fmaller 
yeflels,  he  attacked  the  Forts  of  Montgomery  and  Clinton. 
Several  oeceiTary  motions  being  made  to  mafk  the  real  defign, 
the  troops  were  landed  in  two  feparatq  diviflons,  at  fuch.a  dU 
fiance  as  occaConed  a  confiderable  and  difficult  march  through 
the  mountains,  which  was  conduced  fo  fkilfully,  that  they  ar- 
med at  the  forts,  and  began  their  refpe£Uve  attacks  at  the  iame 
moment  of  time.  The  furprife  and  terror  of  the  garrifon  was 
increafed  by  the  appearance  of  the  fliips  of  war,  and  the  arrival 
and  near  £re  of  the  gallics,  which  approached  fo  clofe  as  19 
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ftrike  the  walls  with  their  oars.  Both  forts  were  carried  by  A.  D. 
ilorm,  and  the  flaughter  of  the  enemy,  occafioned  by  the  obfti-  1777* 
pacy  of  thieir  refifiance,  was  very  confiderable.  Thofe  who 
cfcaped  fet  fire  to  two  fire  frigates  and  feveral  other  veflels, 
which,  with  their  artillery  and  (lores,  were  confumed  or  funk. 
Another  fort,  called  Conftitution,  was,  in  a  day  or  two  after, 
upon  the  approach  of  the  combined  naval  and  land  forces,  fee 
on  fire  and  abandoned.  The  artillery  taken  in  all  the  three 
amounted  to  67  pieces  of  different  fizes,  A  few  days  after- 
yrsirds  Continental  Village,  containing  barracks  for  1500  menj 
and  confiderable  (lores,  was  deftroyed.  AJarge  boom  or  chain^ 
the  expence  of  which  was  eftimated  at  L.  70,000,  and  which 
was  confidered  as  an  extraordinary  proof  of  American  induftry 
and  (kill,  was  funk  or  carried  away :  and  the  whole  lofs  was 
the  greateft  which  the  enemy  had  hitherto  fuftained.  The  navy 
continued  to  purfue  the  advantage.  Sir  James  Wallace,  with  a 
flying  fquadron  of  light  frigates,  and  general  Vaughan,  with  a 
con(iderable  detachment  of  troops,  made  various  cxcurfions  up 
the  river,  carrying  terror  and  de(lru£lion  wherever  they  went. 
At  the  very  time  that  general  Burgoyne  was  negociating  con-  ' 
ditions  for  his  ruined  army,  the  thriving  town  of  Efopus,  at  no 
very  great  diftance,  was  reduced  to  afhes,  and  not  a  hou(e  left 
Handing.  The  troops  and  vcffcls,  did  not  retire  to  New  York 
until  they  had  difmantled  the  forts,  and  left  the  river  totally  de* 
fencelcfs.  Thus^it  mud  be  confefied  that,  amidft  all  our  mis- 
fortunes, the  navy  carried  on  every  operation  in  which  they 
■were  concerned  with  their  wonted  fpirit  and  fuccefs. 

When  news  of  the  various  events  which  had  marked  and 
chequered  this  important  year  of  the  American  war  were 
brought  to  England,  the  nation  were  agitated  by  a  tumult  of 
pafliions  which  it  is  not  eafy  to  defcribe  or  analyfe.  The  boaft- 
ed  preparations  which  were  to  bring  America  to  our  feet,  and 
which  feemed  capable,  inftead  of  fubduing  the  rebels  by  open 
force,  to  look  them  into  unconditional  fubmiifion,  produced 
none  of  the  great  effcfts  which  had  been  fo  firmly  expefted. 
The  armament  condufted  by  the  Howes,  bad  not  been  able  to 
gain  any  decifive  advantage  over  the  force  of  the  Provincials  5 
the  northern  arnpv^  whether  through  the  incapacity  of  the  mi- 
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A.  D.  ttiHer^  or  the  mfhticfs  of  the  general,  had  been  delivered  op  « 
*777-  rather  abandoned  a  miferable  prey  into  the  hands  of  our  ene- 
mies. Great  part  of  the  fliipping  of  the  Americans  had,  in- 
<leed,  been  deiiroyed ;  fome  of  their  towns  were  m  our  poSci^ 
*on }  their  country  had  felt  the  caiamtties  of  war;  ihcir  works 
of  defence,  raifed  with  great  art  and  indu/lry,  had  been  weak- 
ened or  demoliihed ;  but  the  fpirit  of  the  people  was  ftill  nn- 
fnbdued,  and  their  unremitting  afttvity  in  a  caufc  which  tbcr 
adored,  animated  by  the  firft  gleams  of  fuccefs,  would  natnml* 
iy  prompt  them  to  more  vigorous  and  daring  efforts  than  they 
tiad  yet  excncd. 

Notwithftanding  thefc  fatal  appearances,  the  Englifti  aiitiifiry 
were  fo  entwined  in  the  American  war,  that  it  was  impoffible 
for  them  conveniently  to  be  difengaged  from  it :  their  naeafurei, 
it  fccmcd,  could  only  be  jufHfied  by  fuccefs,  which,  had  it  de- 
pended on  the  liberality  of  the  fuppUes,  mtift  doubtlefs   have 
teen  obtained.  On  the  17th  of  November,  1 777, 60,000  fcaaacn, 
with  1 1,000  marines,  were  voted  for  the  fcrvice  of  the  enfuing 
year.     The  maintaining  of  thofc,  with  the  building  and  repair, 
Ing  of  •fhips,  the  ordinary  of  the  navy  and  half-pay,  and   the 
tlifchargc  of  a  million  of  debt,  made  the  whole  expencc  of  the 
fleet  for  the  year  I77€,  amount  to  above  five  millions  fterling. 
Yet  this  immenfe  fum  exceeded  only  by  about  half  a   million 
the  cxpenceof  the  land  forces ;  for  befides  the  national  troops, 
"wc  had   taken  into  pay  about  25,000  HeiGans,  Hanoverians, 
Brtmfwickers,  and  other  Germans  ^  and  many  corporations,  as 
well  as  individuals,  fnbfcribed  largely  for  raifingnew  regiments 
<o  reinforce  the  flanding  military  ftrcngth  of  the  country.  This 
cneafure  which,  in  any  other  war,  would  have  been  univerfallj 
approved  as   a  mark  of  the   highe/l  public  fpirit,  was   loudly 
condemned  by  oppofition,  as  furnilhing   troops  to  the  king 
without  confent  of  parliament ;    and  ^hc  effeft  produced  on 
the  public  by  the  faftious  clamours  againft  the  new  levies,  clear- 
3y  fhowed  the  prevailing  indifference,  or  rather  difincli nation  to 
the  continuance  of  a  war,  in  which  we  had  hitherto  met  with 
^ittle  elfe  but  difappointments  and  difgrace. 

Meanwhile  the  news  of  the  defeat  and  furrcndcr  of  general 
Purgoyne*s  army  were  received  in  France  the  beginning  of  Dc- 
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tispJbcr,  and  began  totaUy  to  change  the  views  and  behaviour  of  A«  IX 
that  court  with  regard  to  the  Americans.    The  agents  whom.  1777* 
the  Congrefs  kept  at  Paris  had  hitherto  been  coolly  received  by 
the  French  miniftry,  though  idolized  by  the  levity  or  interefted- 
nefs  of  the  nation  ;  but  upon  fo  favourable  a  turn  in  the  affairs 
of  their  conftitucnts,  they  renewed  with  more  fuccefs  their  pro* 
pofab  for  negociating  a  treaty,  while  the  French  king  received 
the  compliments  of  his  nobility  on  the  misfortune  of  the  Britifl^ 
troops,  with  as  much  complacence  as  if  his  own  had  cVbtained  a 
fignal  vi£lory.    In  confequence  of  thefe  circumftances,  fo  ad* 
vantageous  td  the  credit  of  the  Americans,  Monfieur  Girard^ 
royal  fyndic  of  Stralbourg,  and  fecretary  of  his  moft  Cbriftian 
majefty's  council  of  ftatc,  waited  on  the  American  agents  by 
order  of  his  MajeAy  the  16th  of  December,  and  acquainted 
them,  that,  after  long  and  full  confideration  of  their  affairs  and 
propofitions  in  council,  his  majefty  was  determined  to  acknow« 
ledge  the  independence  of  the  Americans,  and  to  make  a  treat  j 
with  them  of  amicy  and  commerce.    That  in  this  treaty  no  ad«» 
▼antage  flnHild  be  taken  of  their   prefent  fieuation  to  obtata 
terms  which  otberwife  could  not  be  convenient  for  them  to  a^ 
gree  to,  his  majefty  defiring  that  the  treaty  once  made  ihould 
be  durable,  which  could  not  be  expe£ted  unleis  each  natioa 
found  its  intereft  in  the  continuance  as  well  as  in  the  commence* 
ment  of  it.     It  was  therefore  his  intention  to  enter  into  fuch  aa 
agreement  with  them  as  they  could  not  hot  approve,  had  their 
ftate  been  long  eftablifhed,  and  attained  the  (ulncfs  of  ftrengtk 
and  power.    That  his  majefty  was  determined  not  only  t6  ac- 
knowledge, but  fupport  their  independence,  even  at  the  riik  of 
a  war;  and  notwithftanding  the  expencc  and  danger  attending: 
this  meafiirc,  he  expe&ed  no  compenfation  on  that  account,  as 
he  pretended  not  to  a^  wholly  for  their  fakes,  fince,  bcride» 
his  real  good -will  to  them  and  their  caufe,  it  was   manifeftly 
the  intcreft  of  France  that  the  power  of  England   ftiould  be 
diminifiied,  by  feparating  America  from  it  for  ever.     The  only 
condition  which  he  required,  therefore,   on  the  part  of  thq 
Areericans  was,  *^  That  in  no  peace  to  be  made  with  England 
^  they  (hoiild  give  up  their  independence,  and  return  to  the 
M  obedience  of  that  government."    Upon  this  fbuodation  the 
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A.  D.  treaty  was  drawn  up  and  figned,  and  (bon  after  difpatchfcl  to 

4778-  receive  the  ratification  of  Congrcfs. 

It  appears  not  from  any  thing  laid  before  the  public,  that  the 
Britifh  miniflry  were  officially  informed  of  this  important  tranf- 
z&ion.  Above  two  months  afterwards  the  firft  lord  of  the  trca- 
fury,  and  the  minifter  for  the  fouthem  department,  declared 
they  knew  nothing  for  certain  concerning  any  treaty  between 
France  and  America.  If  this  was  really  the  cafe,  the  ambaflador 
at  Paris  fcarcely  deferved  thofe  honourable  and  lucrative  marks 
of  royal  approbation,  which  have  been  fince  fo  liberally  beftow-i 
ed  on  him ;  but  if  the  h€t  is  otherwife,  and  if  we    may  givef 
entire  credit  to  the  defence  of  that  nobleman  when  called  to  ac- 
count in  the  houfe  of  peers,  it  will  be  difficult  to  fave  the  ho- 
nour of  minifters,  whofe  charader  and  veracity  is  of  leis  im^ 
portance  to  the  public,  than  the  humiliating  and  difgraccful  con-^ 
dition  in  which  this  once  great  and  refpedlable  nation  muft  ap^ 
pear  in  the  eyes  of  Europe.  In  former  times  we  fhould,  inftead 
of  diflembling  the  treaty,  have  demanded  a  full  communicatioa 
of  all  its  contents ;  but,  to  ufe  the  words  of  an  ingenious  author, 
«<  when  people  are  dejeded  by  frequent  lofTes,  torn  by  inteftine 
*<  faAions,  or  any  other  way  internally  diftrefied,  their  delibe-- 
«  rations  are  confufed,  their  refolutions  (low,  and  an  apparent 
<'  languor  is  vifible,  when   they  attempt  to  carry  their  rcfolu« 
"  tions  into  execution.**- 

However  this  qucftion  may  be  decided  between  the  minifVry 
at  home,  and  their  ambaflador  at  Paris,  (for  the  tamenefs  of 
the  public  has  not  yet  brought  this  affair  to  a  full  explana- 
tion),  it  was  generally  believed  that  adminiftration  knew  of  the 
propofed  treaty  between  France  and  America,  and  that  the  plan 
of  conciliation  propofed  by  lord  North  the  17th  of  February^ 
was  intended  to  counterwork  the  negociations  of  our  rivah< 
The  propofition  of  his  lord(hip  was  for  two  zdts  of  parliament : 
the  firft,  a  bill  for  enabling  his  majefty  to  appoint  commiffioncrs 
to  treat,  confent,  and  agree  on  the  means  of  quieting  tbediforders 
now  fubfiiling  in  certain  of  the  colonies.  The  fecond«  a  bill 
declaring  the  intention  of  parliament  concerning  the  ezercife  of 
the  right  of  impofing  taxes  on  the  provinces  of  North  America* 
Both  bills  were  paiTod }  andj  notwiihftanding  the  nice  difUn£HonS 

whkh 


o  I'    K I  N  cs    G  E  O  R  G  E    in.  409 

X^hich  are  made  in  his  lordfhip*s  fpecch,  it  appeared  to  common  A.T). 
tindcrftandtngs  that  wc  gave  up,  by  the  latter  biil,  not  only  the  ^77^* 
power  of  taxing  America,  but  all  that  national  pre-eminence 
and  fupremacy  which  had  been  fo  pompoufly  defcribcd.  We  thus 
irenounced  the  original  ground  of  the  quarrel,  and  more  than 
America  ever  defined  us  to  renounce ;  but  fince  the  declaration 
of  independency,  and  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty  with  Francfl^ 
it  was  little  to  be  doubted  that  our  prefent  conceflions  would  be 
attended  with  no  better  fucccfs  than  our  former  prctenfions.  In 
fad,  the  moderation  of  government,   the  unfcafonablencfs  of 
which  prevented  its  having  any  cffcft  on  the  refolutions  of  the  re* 
bcls,  fcrvcd  only  to  damp  the  fpirits  of  thofe  who  had  entered 
moft  heartily  into  all  the  mcafures  of  government  and  coercion  \ 
and  had  not  France,  by  throwing  afide  the  veil  through  which 
our  minifters  were  ftill  fond  to  view  her,  rouzed  the  indignation 
and  refentmcnt  of  the  Britifh  nation,  the  military  ardour  which 
had  been  fo  happily  excited  would  have  begun  ro  fubfide,  and  the 
people  would  have  again  fallen  back  into  a  lethargic  langour  and 
inaftiviry.  But,  on  the  13th  of  March,  the  marquis  of  Noailles^ 
ambaflador  from  France,  delivered  the  follot^ing  declaration,  by  * 
order  of  his  court,  to  lord  vifcount  Weymouth :  "  That  tlic 
United  States  of  America,  who  arc  in  full  poflcffion  of  itidepen^ 
dence,  as  pronounced  by  them  on  the  4th  of  Juljr,  1 776,  having 
propofed  to  the  king  to  confoHdatc,  by  a  formal  convention^  th« 
conncftion  begun  to  be  eftaWilhed  between  the  nations,  the  re* 
fpcftive  plenipotentiaries  have  figned  a  treaty  of  friendfbfp  and 
commerce,  defigned  to  ferve  as  a  foundation  for  their  mutuaf 
good  correfpondence.     Hrs  majcfty  being  determined  to  Culti- 
vate the  good  underftanding    fubfifting  between  France  anrf 
Great  Britain,  by  every  means  compatible  with  his  dignity,  and 
the  good  of  his  fubjeftj,  thinks  it  ncceflary  to  make  this  pro- 
ceeding known  \o  the  court  of  London,  and  to  decLtre  at  the 
lame  time,  that  the  contracting  parties  have  paid  great  attention 
not  to  flipolate  any  cxchifive  advantages  in  favour  of  the  F/ench 
nation  5  and  that  the  United  States  have  refcrved  the  liberty  of 
treating  with  every  nation  whatever,  upon  the  fame  footing  of 
equality.     In  making  this  communication,  his  mol^  Chrifrian 
majefty  obfcrvc*/  that  the  Britifh  miniftry  will  find  new  proofs 
VoL.JV.  3  F  of 
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A.  D.  of  his  conflant  and  fincere  difpoGtion  for  peace,  and  he  tfaere^ 
^77^*  fore  hopes  they  will  take  effe£lual  meafurcs  to  prevent  the  com- 
oieixe  between  France  and  America  from  being  interrupted,, 
and  to  caufe  all  the  ufages  received  between  commercial  nations 
to  be  in  this  refpe£t  obferved.  In  this  jufb  confidence  he  thinks 
It  fuperfluous  ta  acquaint  them,,  that  he  hastaken  eventual  mea* 
fares,  in  concert  with  the  United  States*  of  America,  to  main- 
tain the  dignity  of  his  flag,  and  efFe£kiaUy  to  prote&  the  law- 
ful commerce  of  his  rubj.e£ls.'*  This  declaration  was  immediate- 
ly laid  before  the  houfe  of  lords,  with  a  mejQTage  from  the  king,. 
fetting  forth  the  perfidy  of  France,  and  contrafting  it  with  his 
own  fteady  adherence  to  the  faith  of  treaties.  The  meflage  was 
anfwered  by  both  lord$  and  commons  in  a  high  ilrain  of  indig- 
nation and  refentAient  againft  the  rcftlefs  ambition  of  the  French 
court.  The  Britifh  ambaflador  at  Paris  was  recalled,  and  the 
tnarquis  of  Noailles  left  London.  The  immediate  confequences 
of  thefe  Aeps  were  an  embargo  laid  on  the  (hlpping.in  the  FreiKh 
and  Engnfli  ports  *,  the  warmed  impre(s  almoft  ever  known; 
•  and  the  embodying,  and  calling  forth  the  militia  to  the  number 

of  thirty  thoufand  men. 

A  war  with  France  can  never  be  unpopular  in  this  country  ^ 
and  by  bringing  matters  to  fuch  a  point  that  the  French  appear* 
ed  evidently  to  be  the  aggreilbrs,  and  wantonly  to  provoke  the 
Iioftility  of  Great  Britain,  the  miniftry,  had  this  been  their  own 
work,  would  have  poflcrfled  the  merit  of  uiing  the  fureft  means 
of  rouzing  the  ktent  refentment  and  inherent  antipathy  of  the 
Englifh  Again i^  their  natural  enemies.  The  great  body  of  the 
people  talked  of  nothing  but  violation  of  treaties,  treachery^ 
war  and  vengeance-  The  new  levies  were  carried  on  with  re- 
doubled vigour,  efpedally  in  Scotland.  A  majority  of  both 
houfes  re-echoed  the  lentimcnts  and  language  of  the  vulgar. 
A  few  only  ventured  to  think  that  France  had  done  pothing  in- 
confiftent  with  the  univcrfal  pra^icc  of  nations,  and  muft  have 
been  deaf  to  every  call  of  interefV,  if  flie  had  not  availed  her- 
felf  of  rhe  misfortunes  or  mifcondud  of  Great  Britain  to  ag- 
grandize her  own  power.  Upon  the  lame  principle  that  Queen 
Elizabeth  afliftcd  with  her  troops  and  treafure  the  United  States 
of  the  Netherlands  to  throw  oiT  the  yoke  of  a  monarch  then 
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formidable  to  all  Europe,  the  French  could  not  fail,  in  a  more  A.  D. 
enlightened  age,  greediJy  to  feize  the  occafion  of  fupporting  the  i??^- 
independence  of  Britifli  America.  If  ever  the  French  gave  tfs 
^fair  play,  it  was  furely  on  the  prefent  occafion  ;  they  allowed  us 
to  negociate  and  to  fight ;  to  hefitate  between  war  and  peace  ; 
and  to  throw  away  many  precious  years  m  armed  truce  and  pa- 
cific hoftilhy^  and  it  aftoniihed  all  Europe,  not  that  they  inter- 
pofed  at  length,  but  that  they  did  not  interpose  fooner.  Befides, 
as  they  had  long  alfifted  the  Americans  in  an. underhand  man* 
ner,  the  open  avowal- of  this  a(Ii4lance  was- the  greateft  advan- 
tage  that,  in  our  prefent circumftance6,we<ould  poffibly  obtain. 
It  revived  the  ^decaying  ardour  of  the  nation,  united  every  well- 
'wifher  to  his  country  in  a  common  caufc,  and  called  forth  the 
-xnoft  vigorous  efforts,  both  public  and  private,  that  the  hopes 
•of  plunder,  intereftj  refentment^  and  a  fenfc- of  national  honoikr 
-could  infpire. 

The  effeds  of  tfais'fpirit  in  augmenting  our  armaments1>y  fe^i 
^nd  land  were  foon  vifible.  If  we  may  credit  the  words  of  thofe 
^ho  prefided  over  the  navy,  in  a  fhort  time  we  had,  befides  a 
'vaft  number  of  armed  vcflels  and  privateer^,  228  (hips  of  the* 
line,  frigates  and  Hoops- in  commtffion^^.'Of  thefe,  50  (hips  of  the 
line  were  employed  for  the.  proteftibn  of  Great  JBritain  ;  the 
-wrhole  number  of  veflels  on  the  coaft  ofxAmerica  amounted  (it 
was  faidby  men  in  office)  to  130;  admiral  Barrington  was  ila- 
tioned  at  the  Leeward  Iflands ;  Sir  Peter^Packer  at  Jamaica  j  the 
men  of  war  appointed  to  attend  the  Senegal  fleet,  were  ordered 
to  remain  on  that  coafl  for  the  protedliou  of  trade;  and  admiral 


"*  List  of  the  Ships  10  commi^i^. 


1  (hip  of 

no    gUllfy 

6  frigates  of 

44  guns, 

,0  —  of 

90       — 

3   .^.    of 

3(J   - 

»  -.  of 

80      — 

.»8   df 

3*  — 

.3*  —  of 

74  — 

aj  — ^  of 

a8  — 

1   -   of 

70   — 

16    of 

20  or  14 

%%  —  of 
4-  of 

64   — 
60   — 

^STrigaut  — 

55  fljops. 

13  — -  of 

50  — 

85  (hips  of  the  line  £ 

^j  (hip*  of  (fa 

elinc. 

88  frigates; 
55  floops; 

zx»  touL 

^Ja 
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A.  D.  Duff's  fquftdron  in  the  Me4itciTsinf ao  watf  rciofixccd  with  ft* 
1778.  veral  capital  (hips.  Nor  were  the  Freoch  flow  in  tbcir  prepara- 
tions*    They  had  aflcinbied  a  powerful  fquadron  at  Brefl,  and 
another  at  Toulon ;  and  their  troops  crowded  the  fea^ports,  and 
covered  the  northern  parts  of  the  kingdom  *. 

While  thefc  preparations  were  going  forward  in  Europe,  no- 
thing dccifife  had  happened  in  Aoserica.  The  king's  aroij  had 
remained  quiet  in  their  winter  quarters  tolerably  well  fupplicd 
with  provifions;  and  general  Waihington^a  troops  continued 
hutted  at  Valley  Forge,  where  it  is  faid  they  fuffered  into- 
lerable bardfiiips.     The  greater  part  of  the  fleet  remained  at 
]lbode  Iflandy  from  which  detachments  were  fent  to  cruize  be- 
fore the  principal  fea-ports  of  the  continent,  where,  as  well  as 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  they  were  fuccefsful  in  making  a  great  nam« 
her  of  captures*     As  the  fpring  approached,  and  the  navigation 
of  the  Delaware  became  practicable,  general  Howe  fent  Tarioos 
detachments  to  range  the  country  round  Philadelphia,  in  osder 
|o  open  tiie  communication  for  bringing  in  proviGons,  and  to 
colle£k  forage  for  the  army.  AH  thefe  expeditions  were  focceis- 
ful ;  and  on  the  7th  May  major  Maitland  was  detached  with  the 
(ecoi^d  battalion  of  light  infantry  in  flat*>boats,  protected  by  three 
gallies  and  other  armed  veiTcls  commanded  by  captain  Henry  of 
the  navy,  to  deftroy  the  American  (hips  lying  in  the  river  be- 
tween Philadelphia  and  Trenton ;  which  was  effe^ed  with  great 
fuccefsf.  On  the  ^5 th  of  the  fame  month  was  carried  on  a  limi* 
lar  expedition  from  Rhode  IQand  under  the  command  of  lieuto 
nant*colonel  Campbell  and  captain  Clayton  of  the  navy*     They 
dedroyed  125  boats,  colleQed  by  the  rebels  in  Hickamanet  ri- 
ver, together  with  a  galley  under  repair,  defined  for  an  inva- 
fion  of  that  ifland.     Another  detachment  from  the  men  of  war 
deftroyed  the  rebel  veflels  in  Warren  Creek  -,  and  a  third  burnt 
the  faw^mills  on  a  creek  near  Taiinton  river,  employed  in  prc- 

•  N«.  XVTI.  Appendix.     t\a  of  French  R^cti. 

f  Lifl  of  American  Hiips  burbC  on  the  8(h  ani  yth  of  May. 

2  frigates,  one  f^M*  3a,  thtoUier  for  18  gvnsj 
g.  Urge  (hips; 

3  privateer  (loops  fur  itf  goos  each ; 
5  ditto  for  xo  guns  Mch  :, 

1^  htigfj  wiih  a  number  of  Aoops  and  fchooi^cn* 

paring 
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paring  materials  to  build  boats  aiMl  other  faitable  craft  for  tbe  A.  D. 
purpofc  of  the  before-mentioned  invaiion.  '779* 

Theie  operations  of  xhtpetiu  guerre  clo&d  the  military  career 
of  general  Sir  William  Howe,  who  refigned  the  command  to 
Sir  He(iry  Clinton,  and  returned  to  England.  The  firft  operation 
of  the  tiew  commander  was  to  evacuate  Philadelphia,  purfuant 
to  the  in(lru£lions  which  he  had  received  from  the  fqinifter. 
This  peafure,  though  attended  with  great  danger  on  account  of 
the  neighbourhood  of  WaAiingtoo's  army  of  20,000  n^en,  and 
though  accompanied  with  a  certain  degree  pf  difgrace  neceij- 
farily  attached  to  the  abandoning  of  a  town,  the  pofTefTibn  of 
which  had  been  acquired  at  fach  an  expence  of  blood  and  trea» 
fure,  was  yet  deemed  neceflary  to  enable  his  majefly's  forces  to 
refift  the  united  efforts  of  the  Americans  and  their  new  and 
powerful  allies.     On  the  1 8th  of  June  the  army  began  their 
inarch,  and  proceeded  to  Glouceiler  Point,  and  from  thence 
crofled  the  Delaware  in  fafety  through  the  excellent  difpofition 
made  by  the  admiral  to  fecure  their  pailage.     They  continued 
their  march  towards  New  York  till  the  28th,  without  any  inter^ 
rupcion  from  the  enemy,  excepting  what  was  occsffioned  by  their 
having  deftroyed  every  bridge  on  the  road.    Then  the  rebels 
b^gan  to  approach  nearer  the  royal  army,  not  in  order  to  rifle 
9  general  engagement,  but  to  harafs  their  march,  and  if  poflible 
to  feize  their  baggage,  which,  as  the  country  admitted  of  but 
one  route,  coniii^ed  of  a  train  extending  near  twelve  miles.  The 
judicious  difpofitions  made  by  general  Clinton,  and  the  bravery 
of  bis  troops,  compelled  the  aiTaifants  to  retire  on  every  fide. 
The  army  marched   without  farther  oppofition  to  Navcfink, 
Vf  here  they  waited  two  days,  in  hopes  that  general  Wafhington 
might  be  induced  to  take  poft  near  Middletown,  where  he 
■might  have  been  attacked  to  advantage.   But  as  he  ftill  declined 
affording  an  opportunity  of  coming  to  a  general  aAion,  prepa- 
rations were  made  for  paffing  to  Sandy-Hook  Ifland  by  a  bridge 
of  flat  boats,  which  by  the  extraordinary  efforts  of  the  navy 
was  foon  completed,  and  over  which  the  whole  army  pafTed  in 
about  two  hours  time  on  the  5th  of  July,  the  horfes  and  cattle 
having  been  previoufly  tranfportcd.  They  were  afterwards  car^ 
Tied  up  to  New  York-,  while  the  fleet,  the  proceedings  of  which 

^^4 
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A.  D.  had  been  regulated  bj  the  motions  of  the  army,  anchored  cE 
<77^*  Staten  Ifland.     This  ftation  wat  lefs  difadvantageous  than  thac 
of  the  Delaware,  in  cafe  the  French  fleet  at  Toulon  fhould 
^cape  to  America.     This  unfertunatelf  had  happened  $  M. 
D'Edaing  having  failed  from  Toulon  the  1 3th  of  April  vhk 
twelve  (hips  of  the  line  befides  frigates  and  fiore-fliips.     The 
fa£k  was  known  to  the  raiaiftry  the  27th  of  -the  fame  menth ; 
1>ut  no  effedual  mcafure  had  -been  taken  in  coafeqaence  of  it. 
It  was  feveral  days  even  before  a  council  was  called  to  take  this 
important  matter  into  confideratioiu  The  fucceeding  month  was 
fpent  in  naval  reviews,  and  in  parliamentary  debates,  in  the 
courfe  of  which  the  minifters  acknowledged  that  it  was  judged 
improper  to  detach  any  part  of  our  fleet,  until  the  internal  fafcty 
of  Great  Britain  was  fuffictently  provided  for.      Meanwhile 
D'Eftaing's  fquadron  rode  miftrefs  of  the  Tea,  and  purfuing  their 
courfe  to  America^  arrived  on  the<oa{l  of  Virginia  the  5th  of 
July.     On  the  8th  they  anchored  at  the  entrance  of  the  Dela- 
ware, and  on  the  nth  arrived  on  the  northern  ihore  of  New 
Jerfey. 

Lord  How^made  no  delay  in  taking  the  necefiary  meafures 
to  oppofe  their  attempts,  until  the  expelled  reinforcement  under 
the  command  of  admiral  Byron  fliould  arrive  from  England. 
But  nothing  could  be  more  blameable  than  the  late  departure, 
or  more  unfortunate  than  the  tedious  -voyage  of  that  adtniraL 
He  failed  the  5th  of  June,  and  worked  out  of  the  channel 
againd  a  frefh  wind  at  fouth-weft.    Nothing  very  material  hap- 
pened till  the  3d  of  July,  when  the  fquadron  was  feparated  in 
49  degrees  4  minutes  north  latitude^  and  26  degrees  48  minutes 
wed  longitude  from  the  Lizard,  in  a  mofl  violent  gale  at  norths 
accompanied  v^th  heavy  xains.     At  eight  o'clock  next  evening 
the  ftorm  abated*  and  of  a  fquadron  of  14  veflels  fhewed  only 
the  Frinccfs  Royals   Invincible,  Culloden^   and  Guadaloupe. 
On  the  6th  the  Culloden  was  ordered  to  look  out  to  the  north* 
eaft  quarter,  and  the  Guadaloupe  to  the  fouth-^weft.     The 
Guadaloupe  joined  again  the  next  afternoon,  and  kept  company 
till  the  2 1  ft,  when  (he  and  the  Invincible  feparated  in  a  thick 
ibg  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland.    On  the  5th  of  Auguftthe 
adi^irol  fell  in  with  the  CuUodez^  after  being  feparated  a  month* 

hut 
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1>ut  the  parted  company  again  in  the  night  of  the  i  ith.    The  A.  D.. 
Piincefs  Royal  being  thus  left  by  herfclf,  the  admiral  continued  17?*- 
his  bcft  endeavours  to  get  to  Sandy  Hook,  but  the  prevailing 
"Wind  being  from  the  ibutb-weft  to  weft,  he  made  very  flovr 
progrefe*     On  the  i8th  of  Auguft  the  crew  of  the  Princef» 
Koyal  perceived  iz  iailof  (hips  at  anchor  to  leeward,  diftant 
about  eight  miles.     Thefe  were  fooa  diCcovered  to  be  pare  of 
D'Eftaing's  fquadron,  and  as  the  admiral  could  neither  get  into* 
the  road  of  Sandy  Hook  nor  of  New  York,  without  paffing^ 
through  the  midft  of  the  enemy,,  he  bore  away  for  Halifax,. 
where  he  arrived  the  26th  of  Auguft,,and  found  the  Culloden^ 
which  had  reached  that  port  before  him.   The  reft  of  the  fqua- 
dron afterwards  dropped  in  gradually  there,  or  into  the  harbour 
of  New  York,,  their  crews  very  fickly,.  and  theif  furniture  mucht 
impaired* 

Meanwhile  D'Eftaing's  fquadron  had,  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  12th  of  July,  come  to  anchor  off  Shrewftniry  Inlet,  about, 
four  miles  from  Sandy  Hook.  They  confifted  of  1 2  fail  of  twa 
decked  ihips,  and  three  frigates.  One  of  the  large  fhips  had  90 
guns,  one  80,  fix  were  of  74,  three  of  64,  one  of  50 ;  the 
leaft  of  the  frigates  mounted  36  guns ;  and  their  complement  ia 
men  was  above  11,000.  To  oppofe  this  formidable  fquadron 
lord  Howe  had  only  fix  fail  of  64  gun  fhips,  three  of  50,  two 
of  40*,  with  fome  frigates  and  floops,  for  the  moft  part  poorly 
manned.  In  this  great  difparity  of  force  the  fpirit  of  Britifh 
fearoen  blazed  forth  with  more  than  its  ufual  luftre.  A  thou* 
fand  Jiroliuiteers  from  the  tranfports  prcfented  themfelves  to  maa 
the  fleet.  Such  was  their  ardour,,  that  many  who  had  been 
detained  as  necefiiary  for  the  watch  ia  their  refpeAive  ihips» 

•  Lift  of  lord  Hiwe*s  fleet. 
K«gle  of  64.  guns,  Vicc-admirai  Hoiive,  caprains  Duncan  and  Curtis  ; 

Trident,  64  Cummodore  Elliot,  captain  MoUjy  j, 

Nonfucb,  d4  Captain  Griffiths  ; 

St.  Albans,        64 Fitthcrbfirtj 

Somerfcr,  64  — —  Ourryj 

Ardent.  64  ■  Keppel; 

J^icperimcnt,       yo  — -  Sir  James  Wallace;, 

Ifif,  50  —  Raynorj 

Prcfton,  50—   Cjmnjodorc  Hothtm  J 

Phocoix,  40 Captain  Parker ; 

Roebuck,  40  .  Hamtnond. 

were 
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A.  D.  were  found  concealed  in  the  boats  which  carried  their  mcie 
*77'*  fortunate  companions  on^  board  the  fefcral  men  of  war.     The 
armj  were  equMj  forward  and  hnpatient  to  fignalize  their  zeal 
in  a  line  of  ferrice,  which,  independent  of  the  fpirit  that  aoi- 
rttated  themi  would  have  been  extremely  dtfagreeable  ta  men 
unaccnftomcd  to  a  fea  life.     Though  fcarcely  recruited  from 
the  fatigues  of  a  long,  tcMlfome,  and  dangerous  Diarchy  they 
were  eager  to  cafl  lots  to  decide  which  ihould  be  appointed  to 
embark  as  marines.    The  mailers  and  mates  of  the  merchant- 
men {hewed  equal  alacrity }  feveral  taking  their  ftationa  at  the 
guns  with  the  common  fttilors,  others  putting  to  fea  in  their 
ffftall  fwift  failing  iliallops,  to  alarm  fuch  (htps   as  might  be 
bound  for  the  pcrv»  and  to  look  out  for  the  long  expelled  ar-* 
TiTal  of  Byron's  reinforcement.     One,  of  the  nante  of  Duncan, 
with  a  fpirit  of  difinterefted  patriotifm,  that  would  have  done 
honour  to  the  fir(l  names  of  Greece  or  Rome  in  the  mod  bril- 
liant period  of  ihofe  celebrated  republics,  wrote  for  leave  to 
oontert  his  vef!e),  the  whole  hopes  of  his  fortune,  into  a  fire- 
fhip,  to  be  conduced  by  himfelf ;  rcjcfling  all  idea  of  any  other 
rtcompence  than  the  honour  of  facrtficmg  his  life,  fervices  and 
expeAations,  to  an  ardent  love  of  bis  country. 

Lord  Howct  encouraged  by  the  no  We  enthuirafm  of  every 
one  who  bore  the  name  of  Britain,  and  which  could  never  bave 
been  executed  nnder  a  commander  who  was  not  univerfally  be- 
loved and  refpeAed,  loft  not  a  moment  in  iTorming  the  difpofi* 
tion  of  his  fleet,  with  determined  purpofe  to  refift  the  moOt  vi- 
gorous exertions  of  the  enemy.  While  the  French  admiral 
was  employed  in  founding  the  bar,  his  lordfhip  placed  bis  ibrps 
in  the  firongeft  fituacion  the  channel  within  the  Hook  would 
admit.  He  founded  its  feveral  depths  in  perfon;  he  afcertained 
the  difTerenc  fetting  of  the  currents  ;  communicated  his  difco- 
vcries  to  the  officers  of  the  moft  experience,  and  after. hearing 
their  feveral  opinions,  formed  fuch  plans  of  arrangement  as 
fcemcd  beft  adapted  to  counteraA  the  enemy's  defigns.  He 
lengthened  his  line  which  was  already  formed  of  the  ICs, 
Eagle,  Soraerfet,  Trident,  Nonfuch  and  Ardent,  by  adding  the 
Leviathan  ftore^fhip,  manned  by  volunteers  for  the  occafion, 
and  fupplied  with  cannon  from  the  train.  One  battery  of  t^o 
howitzers,  and  another  of  three  eighteen  pounders,  were  ercil- 

ed 
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<sd  oh  ttie  poiot,  round  which  the  enemy  muf^  have-pailedi  to  A.D. 
enter  the  channel.         '  I77^« 

Curing  thefe  vigbrous  preparations  the  admiral  had  the 
daily  mortification  to  fee  feveral  of  the  Englifli  traders  fall  into 
the  hands  of  ihe  French.  The  Stanly  armed  brig,  with  five 
prizes,  unfortunately  anchored  in  the  middle  of  their  fleet,  the 
darkoefs  of  the  night  concealing  their  enfigns,  and  was  boarded 
before  (He  difcoveired  her  miftake.  If  fome  traders  and  advice- 
boats  had  not  efcaped  over  the  fiats,  the  Hope,  with  a  convoy 
from  Halifai^  would  likewife  have  been  taken,  and  added  to 
the  general  lols  and  indignation. 

The  French  fquadron  had  maintained  a  iconftant  intercourfe 
With  the  ihore  by  means  of  boats  and  fmall  vefiels  (  which  was 
bbferved  to  ceafe  on  the  aift  of  July.  On  the  day  following 
they  appeared  under  way.  The  wind  was  favourable  for  crof- 
JGng  the  bar^  the  fpnrig  tides  were  at  the  higheft,  and  every  cir* 
cumftahce  concurred  for  attacking  the  Britilh  fleet  to  the  great- 
eft  advantage.  The  admiral,  therefore,  had  reafon  to  expe£b  one 
of  the  hotteft  a£);ions  ever  fought  between  the  two  nations. 
Had  the  £ngli(h  men  of  war  been  defeated,  the  tranfports  and 
vi&uallers  muft  have  been  an  eafy  acquifition  \  and  the  army,  of 
courfe;  comjpelled  to  furrehder  on  any  terms  the  enemy  might 
irtipofe.  But  D'EIlaing  feems  not  to  have  poSktCed  fufficient 
courage  to  contend  for  fo  great  a  (lake ;  and  at  three  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  he  bore  oflTto  the  fouthward,  to  the  great  merti- 
£catibh  of  oiir  gallant  feamen;  who,  confident  of  vidory,  only 
longed  for  a  battle; 

Ihfh-u^ions  Were  immediately  difpatched  to  the  advice-boats 
ftationed  withbut  on  the  flats,  to  follow  and  obferve  the  oiotions 
of  the  French  fleet.  It  was  generally  fuppofed  that  the  cne- 
tny*s  defign  was  to  forCc  the  port  of  New  York,  and  that  their 
bearing  to  the  fouthward  was  owing  to  the  circumfiances  of 
the  weather.  But  advice  was  received,  that  they  were  fecn  on 
the  morning  of  the  23d,  in  the  latitude  of  the  Delaware.  Soon 
after  this  intelligence,  the  Englifli  fleet  received  an  unexpeded 
acceflion  of  force  by  the  arrival  of  the  Renown  from  the  Weft 
Indies ;  and  fo  extremely  inferior  were  they  in  every  rcfpeil  to 
the  enemy,  that  the  addition  of  a  Angle  fifty  gun  (hip  was  a 
Vol.,  JV.         •  3  G  matujt 
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A.  D.  master  of  general  exultation.    Such  w«  the  iMttifyiog  idbSkf 
1771*  of  the  Britifh  fleet,  while  the  firft  lord  of  the   admiraiky 
triumphed  in  parliament  in  the  fupcrioiity  of  lofd  Howc^s  fi^oa- 
dron  over  that  of  M.  EKEftaing. 

TheDifpatch  arrived  from  Halifax  the  atfth  of  Jaly»  which 
brought  no  intelligence  of  Byron$  but  infi^rmed  the  ada&ffal^ 
that  the  Raifonable  and  Centurion  wck  both  on  their  wxj  to 
New  York.  Theie,  at  well  ac  the  GomwaUrfonaed  ai  moft 
ftafonabie  reinforcement. 

It  wfM  now  known  for  certain ,  that  the  Frci^  fleet  had  fail- 
ed for  Rhode  Ifland.  On  the  29th  they  had  been  feen  oflT 
Newport  harbour ;  the  fame  day  two  of  their  frigates  had  cn« 
tered.  the  Secoanet  pafis^e^  next  morning  two  liae-of-battle 
ftipe  had  run  up  the  Naraganfet  pafiage;  and  the  renaindcr  of 
the  fquadnon  were  at  andior  without  Breaton*t  Lodge,  about 
five  miles  from  the  town*  in  thi»  divided  ftate  of  the  enemy , 
h>rd  Howci  notwithftanding  the  great  inferiority  of  kis  force 
eren  after  the  reinforcement,  tietermined  to  fave  the  Briti& 
{tarrifon  at  Rhode  Ifland^  Two  additional  fiie4hips  were  con- 
Ani^ed  by  his  orders,  and  all  his  fquadron  was  keady  lor  fea 
Sy' the  firft  of  Auguft.  The  weather  prevented^  however,,  his 
arrival  at  Rhode  Ifland  till  the  evening  of  the  9th.  By  this 
lime  D'£(hing  had  entered  the  harbour  under  an  eafyfaiJ^  can- 
nonading the  town  and  batteries  ae  he  paiTed.  His  fittiatloo, 
therefore,  was  much  ftronger  than  that  oft  which  the  Engltfli 
had  depended  at  Sandy  Hook.  The  rebcb  alfo  were  pofieded 
of  the  left-hand  fliore,  the  whole  length  of  th<(  harbour,  which 
gave  them  an  opportunity  not  only  to  annoy  the  BritiAi  fleet 
from  the  heights  of  Conanicut,  near  to  which  it  muft  have  ap« 
proached,  but,  during  the  attack  againft  IKEftaingt  to  bring  all 
their  guns  to  bear  upon  the  Englifii  flups  from  the  northern  ex*- 
tremity  of  that  ifland. 

Next  morning  the  wind  blew  dtrecUy  out  of  the  harbonr,. 
and  in  a  (hort  time  the  French  fquadron  appeared  ftandiog  out 
to  fea  with  all  their  fails  on  board.  Lord  Howe  immediately 
made^the  fignal  to  get  under  way,  and  endeavoured  by  feverai- 
n^aderly  manoeuvres  to  throw  the  enemy  to  leeward.  The 
weathcr^^g^ge  was  a  matter  of  the  utmofi  importance^  asj  unle& 

ha 
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*1m  cdtiU  obtain  tbat,  the  Sre-fhips,  in  which  were  placed  the  A.  D* 
£reateft  hopes  19  contending  with  fuch  a  fupcrior  force,  could  1 778» 
not  be  brought  into  action ;  an  J  the  frigates  which  had  charge 

-of  them  would  Hkewife  have  been  prevented  from  engaging. 

^ut  the  attention  of  the  French  was  as  great  to  preferve  this 
advantage,  as  the  folicitude  of  the  £nglif]?L  to  acquire  it.    Night 
put  an  end  to  the  mamcnvres  on  both  fidesi  and  next  morning 
prefented  the  two  fleets  in  the  fame  fituation  with  regard  to  the 
weather,  b«t  -at  fomewbat  greater  dxilante.    The  wind  ilill 
'being  to  the  eaftward,  blowing  frefh,  and  there  appearing  no 
profped  of  change^  lord  Howe,  therefore,  ordered  the  frigates 
^whicb  bad  the  charge  of  the  fire-fliips  to  be  informed,  that, 
-ibould  the  eneo»y  continne  to  preferve  the  weather-gage,  he 
ibould  wait  their  approach  with  the  fcj[uadron  formed  in  a  line 
i»f  battle  a-heac]«  from  the  wind  t^  the  ^flarboard.     At  the 
^me  time  he  too|c  a  (lep  npcn  which  no  officer  could  ha^e 
ventured,  whofe  charaflcr  for  perfonri  bravery  was  Jefs  fully 
eftablifhed.     It  is  well  known  that  a  commander  in  chief,  ft^- 
'tioned  in  the  line»  cannot,  after  the  a&ion  is  commenced,  ob- 
'ierve  the  general  condu(^  of  tSe  battle.     His  fervices  are  then 
9f  no  more  avail  than  tboTe  of  any  other  oi^cer,  equally  brave 
.and  expert  in  the  management  of  a  Cngle  Ihip.    J^ut|  as  lord 
Howe  had  on  this  occafion  to  engage  under  fo  many  diiadvan-         , 
stages,  it  was  neceflary  to  feek  refource  in  his  fuperior  ikill  and 
e£livity,  to  be  ready  .to  profit  of  every  fortuitous  occurrence^ 
and  to  compenfate  for  the  inferiority  of  his  force  by  his  addreb 
An  applying  it.  He  therefore  fliifted  his  flag  on  board  the  Apol- 
lo frigate,  leaving  the  Eagle  in  the  centre,  and  moved  to  a  con- 
venient difiance  to  take  a  view  of  the  whole  line.     Having  b/ 
this  gained  a  nearer  view  of  the  French  fleet,  and  obferved  that 
-they  had  placed  their  ilrongeft  &ip$  in  the  vap,  he  (lrengthet}e4 
the  rear  of  the  Britifh  to  receive  their  attack.     About  four 
ii*clock  the  French  admiral  altered  his  bearing,  and  new-formed 
his  line  to  engage  to  leeward.    Lord  Howe  crofled  through  the 
-interdices  of  the  EngliQi  line  with  the  frigates  and  fire-fhipa^ 
and  in  a  few  minutes  after  made  a  fignal  for  his  fliips  tofbortea 
fail,  and  clofc  to  the  centre.     The  engagement  feemed  now  to 
^e  decided  on  by  the  commanders  of  both  f^uadrons  \  but  in  a 
'     3  G  ?  ihoj:; 
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A.  D.  fhort  time  the  French  again  altered  their  coorfe,  and  bearing  to 
'77^'  the  fouthward  were  fpeedily,  from  the  ftate  of  the  weatlicry 
entirely  out  of  fight. 

The  wind  blew  fo  hard  that  it  was  necefiary  for  the  Brkilb  to 
lie  to  all  night  to  prevent  the  feparation  of  their  fleet.     Bac  the 
.    gale  increafed  to  fach  violence,  that,  notwithftanding  this  pre- 
caution, the  blue  divifion  was  totally  feparated  trom  the  rcfl  ; 
the  centre  and  van  with  moft  of  the  frigates  ftill  keeping  toge- 
ther. The  Apollo,  in  which  the  admiral  was  embarked,  having 
loft  her  fore-maft  in  the  night,  he  fhifted  his  flag  next  daj  on 
board  the  Phoenix,  captain  Hammond,  then  in  company  with 
the  Centurion,   Ardent,   Richmond,  Vigilant  and   Roebuck. 
The  whole  fleet  was  greatly  difabled  by  the  ftorm,  their  fails 
ihattered',  their  marts  fprung,  and  the  fire-fhips  rendered  by  the 
wet  totally  unfit  for  fervicc.     But,  though  the  elements  warred 
ugainft  them,  they  failed  not  to  aflail  their  enemies  wherever 
the  opportunity  offered.     On  the  evening  of  the  i3th,  captaiix 
Dawfon,  :n  th^  Renown  of  fifty  gtips,  fell  in  with  the  Langue- 
doc,  carrying  Mi  D'Eftaing,  totally  difmafted.     Having  run 
clofe  under  her  lee,  he  gave  her  all  his  upper*deck  guns  ;  then 
ilanding  off  to  windward,  opened  his  lower  ports/  and,  at  half' 
a  cable's  length,  poured  in  three  broadfides.  '  The  darkne&  ob- 
liged him  to  lie  to  for  the  night,  in  the  refolution  of  renewing 
the  attack  next  morning ;  but  at  the  firft  dawn  fix  French  (hips 
hove  in  {ight,*three  of  which  remained  wuh  the  wreck,  and  the 
other  three  gave  him  chace.     The'  fame  evening  commodore 
Gotham  would  have  taken  the  Tonant,  had  ir  not  been  for  the 
intervention  of  other  Frencli  fhips.     A  circumrtance  of  another 
kind  prevented  the  Caefar,  a  74  gun  (hip,  from  becoming  a  prize 
to  the  Ifis,  after  an  a£^ion  as  brilliant  a!s  any  on  record  in  the  hi- 
f^ory  of  the  Englifh  navy.  Captain  Rayner  of  thellis,  difcovcr- 
ing  the  force  of  his  opponent,  at  firft  endeavoured  to  efcape  her; 
but  (lie  proved  to  be  the  faftcft  failcr.  In  a  Ihort  lime  they  were 
clofe  on  board  each  other,  and  engaged  for  an  hour  and  a  half 
within  piftol-ftiot.    Notwithftanding  the  extraordinary  difpro- 
portion  of  force,  the  addrefs  and  intrepidity  of  the  Englifh  captain* 
was  fo  happily  fcconded  by  the  ardour  of  his  officers  and  men, 
-iTiat  the  Frenchman  was  forced  to  put  before  the  wind.   The  Ms' 
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^8  incapable  of  purfuing  him,  being  fo  much  fhattered  in  her  A.  D, 
inafts  and  rigging.  Mir.  Bougainville,  the  French  captain,  loft  i??^' 
his  arm,  die  firft  lieutenant  his  leg,  and  they  acknowledged 
fevenry  men  killed  and  woundpd  ;  whereas  the  I&s  had  but  one 
man  killed,  and  fourteen  wounded.  After  thefe  honourable 
but  partial  engagements,  the  Englifli  (hips  failed  for  the  gene- 
ral rendezvous,  which  the  admiral  had  appointed  at  the  Hook, 
where  they  found  their  conforts  almoft.  as  much  (battered  by 
the  ftorm,  as  they  bi^d  b^en  by  the  ftorm  and  the  French  fleet 
together. 

•  During  the  time  requifite  for  repairing  the  difabledihipSythe 
£xperimeqt,  being  fent  to  explore  the  ftate  of  affairs  at  New- 
port, brought  intelligence,  the  23d  of  Auguil,  that  D'£ftaing*s 
iquadron  had  again  returned  to  Rhode  IQand.  Lieutenant 
Stanhope  arrived  ne^^t  day,  having  with  great  gallantry  pafiVd 
through  the  body  of  |he  French  fleet  in  a  whale-boat,  convey- 
ing more  complete  information^ of  the  fituatipn  of  the  enemy. 
He  had  left  them  a;  anchor  at  the  harbour's  mouth,  which  ii 
^as  not  probable  they  had  enieredj,  as  the  wind  had  all  along 
continued  at  eai^.  The  rebels,  to  the  number  of  twenty  thou- 
fand,  had  advanced  within  fifteen  hundred  yards  of  our  works. 
From  them,  however,  Sir  Robert  Pigot,  who  commanded  the 
Englifli  garrifon,  apprehended  little  danger ;  but  fiiould  tb^ 
French  fleet  cqme  in,  the  governor  ordered  his  meiTenger  to  fay 
i/i  would  make  an  alarming  change. 

Lord  Howe  loft  not  a  moment,  upon  this  information,  to  fet 
0iil  for  the  relief  of  the  place.  But  he  was  met  at  fea  by  th^ 
Galatea  with  difpatches  from  general  Pigot,  acquainting  htm 
that  D'Eftaing  had  failed  firom  his  anchorage,  and  fteered  in  ^ 
<:ourfe  for  Bofton.  His  lordfhip,  therefore,  detached  the  Nau- 
tilus, Sphinxt  and  Vigilant  to  Rhode  liland,  and  proceeded  witlx 
the  remainder  of  his  Iquadron  in  queft  of  the  enemy.  As  it  was 
not  probable  that  the  French  would  attempt  to  ndvigate  their 
large  (hips  in  their  difabled  ftate  through  the  fouth  channel, 
within  George's  Bank,  his  lordihip  was  in  hopes  that,  by  fol- 
lowing that  courfe,  he  might  intercept  their  paflage  to  Bofton 
Bay.  But  on  entering  that  bay  the  30tb,  he  found  to  his  great 
mortification  that  the  enemy  bad  anticipated  his  arrival.    The 

next 
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A.  D.  next  day  he  endetvoored  to  take  ad^ntage  of  a  ]«a<Kng  mmd  t# 
^77^*  view  their  pofition,  but  was  prevented  by  the  St.  Alhaas  ran* 
ning  on  (hore  near  the  point  of  Cape  Cod.  He  efeded  his  par- 
pofe*  howereTi  on  the  i(l  of  Septeoftber,  and  judgtng  that  tm 
ftttempt  coqM  be  made  againft  ihem  in  their  prefoH  Ctsaakm 
with  the  fmalleft  prdpe£l  of  fucceisi  he  fteod  off  to  fea»  ia  oiw 
•der  to  difengage  hit  fhips  £rom  the  naivigation  of  the  coaftt  which 
was  extremely  dangetous,  the  wind  blowtng  fre(h  from  diecafti 
and  the  appearance  of  the  weather  in  other  refpcds  vnfitvoiir* 
«ble.  When  he  arrived  at  Newport,  he  found  that  the  mcafinref 
which  he  had  taken,  had  been  effe^hial  in  relieviog  that  kn- 
fKntant  garrifon  ;  the  rebel  general  Sullivan^  on  the  unciqwAed 
retreat  of  D*£ftaing,  having  retired  from  before  the  place  after 
ottering  many  bitter  reproaches  againft  the  brittle  faith  of  hia 
«)ew  allies.  Lord  Howe  afterwards  returned  to  Sandy  Hool^ 
and  bis  heakh  being  infirm,  furrendered  the  powers  with  which 
he  was  iritrofted  to  rear-admiral  Gambier,  and  £et  fail  fer  Eng* 
land,  where  he  arrived  the  2^th  of  0£h>ber. 

The  naval  operations  in  Europe,  though  farlefs  complicatedi 
were  not  more  decifive  than  in  America.  The  French,  as  early 
as  the  month  of  May,  had  in  the  road  of  Breft  nineteen  (hips  of 
74  guns,  three  of  90',  and  fottrteen  frigates,  commanded  by  the 
count  D^Orvilliers,  lieutenant-general  of  the  marine.  The  dolce 
<cf  Chartre^,  eldeft  Ton  of  the  firft  prince  of  the  blood,  com- 
vnanded  an  eighty-gun  (hip,  and  gave  the  fplendour  of  his  name 
to  this  formidable  equipment.  The  Bririfh  fleet  *,  dcftincd  to 
a£l  againft  the  main  force  of  the  enemy,  was  committed  to  ad- 
iniral  Keppel,  who  failed  from  St.  Helen's  the  8th  of  June^ 
with  unlimited  difcretionary  powers.     Nothing  particular  hap- 

*  It  eofifiA«4  of  tht  feHowin^  ftitps  ;  The  Victory  sf  soo  gunt,  tdorinl  Kep- 
pel I  ike  Qk^^a 9£  90  glint.  vtce-adA^iml  HarUii4 }  >%e  Ocean  if  90  pnm,  vinm 
4idfpir«l  PaUiferj  the  Sas4«icb  of  90  yua*;  tkc  Prince  Gcwge  of  90  gnae}  tk% 
Fcudroyant,  Shre«Ibjry,  Egmont,  Valiant,  Cii  as^x,  Ramilics,  He^or,  Mo» 
narque,  Etifabetb,  Berwick,  and  Cttmberland,  of  74  gURt  rarh :  the  America, 
ficeter,  Stirling  Caftl",  Robuf^,  and  Bicnfaifaiiiy  of  64  goot  each;  Atethoia 
frigate  of  30  gwiw ;  Fox  and  Ptoffrpiae  frtg^tet  |  the  Alert  and  Mea^trh  anwd 
xotiers,  axid  the  Vi»  can  Bre*fliip  ;  in  al>  27  fail ;  which  were  afterwards  joined  b^ 
f'Oxe  others.-— -S:e  Apprfidix,  W,  X^L  fvT  a  coinp1e:e  li(l  of  the  Britift  and 
IFrcnch  fleci*. 
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feoed  until  the  iTifa,  when  the  EngliDi  fleet  being  in  Unc  of  A.  IX 
battkt  35  nuke  diftant  from  the  Lieard»  tbey  perceired  two  1 77^ 
ihi^  and  two  tenders  furteying  the  fk^t,  and  watching  its  mo* 
tioas.  The  fituatbn  of  the  admiral  was  ibmewhat  embarraffiiig  (. 
lor  iff  comiaencing  hoftilitica  without  exprefa  orderly  the  whole 
Uflrme  of  the  war  might,  be  kud  upon  htm  ;  but  confideriiig  that 
it  was  neceffiu^  to  ftop  thefe  frigates,  as  well  to  obtain  ioteUi* 
ge«ice>  as  to  prevent  its  being  communicated^  be  launediacelf 
direfibd  the  whole  fleet  to  chace  y  and  between  fite  and  fix  iw 
the  evening  the  Mtlferd  had  gee  clofe  along-fide  the  let? 
wrard  ihi]^  which  proved  to  be  a  large  French  frigate  caUed 
the  Lkarne^  of  32  guns  and  i^^  men.  Her  comnlander  couht 
not  be  perfiiaded  by  civil  words  to  bring  his  veflel  to  the  Eng* 
lifh  fleet,  fo  that  it  wot  neceflary  to  fire  a  gun,  which  made 
hSm  pi^pwe  to  obey  the  JEngliih  officer's  requeft.  The  other 
French  fliip  was  purfiied  by  the  Arethufa  and  Alert  cattery 
and,  at  finnc  diftanoe  aftern,  the  Valiant  and  Monaix|ue.  Mean^ 
while  the  French  frigate  which  had  been  overtaken  by  the  Mil*^ 
ford,  and  was  now  attended  by  the  America,,  changed  her 
eoucfe,  and  went  upon  a  different  tack,  with  a  view  to  efcape.^ 
One  of  the  Eoglifli  {hips  attending  her,  fired  a  (hot  acro6  Ixr, 
which  wa^im mediate]  f  followed  by  the  French  frigate's  difcharr 
ging  a  whole  broadfide  into  the  America,  at  the  very  moment 
iord  Longford  was  nporr  the  gunwi^e  talking  to  the  French  cap- 
tain in  the  moft  civil ilrain.  The  latter  thenftruck  his  colours  t 
ted  though  his  coodudi  merited  the  fire  of  the  Americaj^^  iotd 
Longford  V  magnanimity  difUained  to  take  vengeance  on  an  one* 
jny  whom  he  had  entirely  in  his  power.  On  the  I9di  the  Var' 
Kaan  and  Monarque  who  h^Kiehaced  the  other  French  flup,  wero 
fea»  making  for  the  fleet  with  a  difabled  Il)ip  in  tow,  whkh  was 
fbon  perceived  to  be  the  Arethufa  with  her  main-maft  gone,  and 
flawch  (hattered  io  ochcr  refpedls^  The  Arethula  had,  on  the 
wight  of  the  ryth,  come  up  with  her  chace,  which  proved  to  be 
the  Belle  Poule,  a  large  French  frigate  with  heavy  metai.  The 
French  captain  peremptorily  refufed  to  bring  to,  which  obliged- 
captain  Marihall  of  the  Arethufa  to  fire  a  ihot,  which  was  im- 
Boediately  returned  by  a  whole  broadfide  from  the  French  fri- 
gate. This  brought  on  an  engagement  which  lafted  upwards  et 
twofao«fft«    The  a£lion  was  contefled  with  equal  obftinacy  on 
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A.  D.  both  fides.  The  French  frigate  was  foperior  in  weight  of 
I778.  ta]»  and  in  the  number  of  men ;  advantages  which  fhe  flood  in 
need  of:  at  length  the  Arethufa  being  mudi  fluttered  in  her 
maflsy  iails  and  rigging,  and  there  being  little  wind  to  govern 
her)  {he  couU  not  prevent  the  French  fhip  from  getting  into  4 
fhMll  bay,  where  boau  at  daf-light  came  otat  and  towed  her  in- 
to fafety.  The  Arethufa  had  eight  men  killedi  and  thirty-fit 
wounded.  The  French  acknowledge  forty  flain»  and  forty-icven 
wounded,  on  board  the  Belle  Poule.  Captain  Fair&x  of  die 
Alert  cutter  was  more  fortunate^  having  taken^  after  a  gallant 
engagement,  a  Frenchfchoonerof  ten  carriage-guns^  and  ten 
fwiveb  that  attended  the  Belle  Poule.  And  on  the  i8th  the 
Tottdroyant,  Courageux,  and  Robufte^  had  chated  and  taken 
the  Pallas,  a  French  frigate  of  32  guns  and  220  meli. 

From  papers  found  on  board  the  Pallas  and  Licome  French 
frigates,  the  admiral  difcovered  that  the  enemy's  fleet  in  Breft 
wateir  confifted  of  chirty>two  fail  of  the  line^  and  about  a  do- 
zen frigates  ^  whereas  his  own  confifted  only  of  twenty  of  the 
former^  and  three  of  the  latter.  In  this  perplexing  fituation  he 
eonfidered  the  probable  confequences  of  Hiking  an  engagement 
againft  fuch  odds,  alfo  the  critical  and  hazardous  fituation  the 
nation  might  be  reduced  to  in  cafe  of  a  defeat,  as  the  dock* 
yards  and  whole  (hipping  in  the  ports  of  the  channel  Would,  in 
that  cafe,  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy ;  therefore,  though  be 
ibrefaw  that  to  come  home  without  orders  might  be  fatal  to  bis 
own  reputation,  yet  he  refolVed  to  rifk  that  for  the  Htfety  of  his 
country i  and  accordingljr  Returned  to  Spithead  the  27ch  June 
for  a  reinforcement. 

At  thii  jun^re  two  fleets  frbm  thf  W^ft  Indies,  with  feme 
Ihips  from  the  Levant,  arrived,  which  afforded  afupply  of  fea- 
tnen  ;  by  this  feafonablc  relief  the  admiral  was  enabled  to  fait 
again  bn  the  9th  JulV,  with  twenty-four  (hips  of  the  line^  and 
was  joined  oh  his  way  down  the  channel  by  fl*  more:  The 
French  king  in  the  mean  time  had  ilTucd  orders  for  reprifals  on 
the  fliips  of  Great  Britain^  a(rigning  the  capture  of  the  frigates, 
and  our  engagement  with  the  Belle  Poule,  as  the  ofteiifible  rea- 
fons  :  thus  nothing  of  war  was  wslnting  between  the  two  na- 
tions  but  the  ceremony  of  a  proclamation.  The  French  fleet, 
conCftitig  of  thirty-two  Qiips  of  the  lincj  and  a  number  of  fri- 
gates, 
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gattr,  had  failed  from  Breft  the  8th  Julyj  they  were  divided  A.D/ 
into  three  fquadrons,  under  count  D'Orvilliers,  (commander  ^Tl^^ 
in  chief)|  count  Duchaffault)  and  the  duke  de  Chartrcs,  a 
princfe  of  the  blood,  alTifted  by  three  other  admirals*.  Oa 
their  departure  frotn  Brel^,  the  Lively  frigate,  which  had  been 
cruizing  to  watch  their  motions^  was  captured,  being  fo  much 
entangled  aniongft  them  that  (he  could  not  eicape. 

The  firitilh  fleet  f  was  alfo  divided  into  three  fquadrons^ 
commandtd  by  admiral  Keppel,  the  ir ice-admirals  Sir  Robert 
Hariahd  and  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer:  rear-admiral  Campbell,  from 
friendfhip  to  admiral  Keppel,  condefcended  to  aA  as  firft  cap- 
tain  on  board  tlie  ViQory.  The  two  fleets  came  in  light  of  each 
other  in  the  afternoon  of  the  23d  July,  in  the  Bay  of  Bifcay, 
about  35  leagues  to  the  weft  ward  of  Breft.  At  firft  the  French 
admiral,  from  his  movements,  feemed  defirous  to  bring  on  an 
engagement,  probably  fuppoOkig  the  Britifli  fleet  to  be  nearly 
of  equal  force  with  what  it  was  about  four  weeks  before ;  but 
on  coming  nearer  he  difcovcred  his  ihiftake,  and  from  that 
moment  he  evidently  determined  to  avoid  an  aflion.  This  plan 
he  adhered  to  for  the  three  following  days,  notwithftanding 
every  eflTort  ufed  by  the  Britifli  admiral  to  bring  him  to  aAion ; 
which  the  latter  ardently  wiflied  for,  before  the  Eaft  and  Weft 
India  fleets,  which  were  cxpeAed  about  this  time,  fliould  ar- 
rive, finding  it  would  be  difEcult  to  protcft  them  effcftualiy, 
as  the  French  fleet  overfpread  many  leagues  of  the  ocean.  All 
the  advantage  he  could  obtain  in  four  days  was  to  feparate  two 
of  the  enemy's  line-of-battle  fliips,  which  returned  to  Breft, 
and  could  not  afterwards  rejoin  their  fleet :  this  placed  both 
fleets  upon  an  equality  as  to  line-of-battle  fliips.  On  the  24th 
the  Britifli  admiral  threw  out  the  fignal  to  chace  to  windward, 
which  was  continued  the  two  following  days,  keeping  at  the 
fame  time  his  fliips  as  much  conne£hed  as  the  nature  of  a  pur- 
fuit  would  admit,  in  order  to  fcize  the  firft  opportunity  of 
bringing  the  enemy  to  a  clofc  engagement;  but  this  prove^l 
inefFcdlual,  the  French  cautioufly  avoiding  coming  to  action, 
and  in  their  manoeuvres  fliowing  great  addrcfs  and  nautical 

•  For  a  M  af  ihe  French  fl«t  fee  Ap|iendix,  N©.  XX I. 
t  See  Appendix^  N°.  XXI.  fcr  a  M  of  the  Critilh  ficct. 

Vol.  IV.  3  U  knowledge. 
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A.  D.  knowledge.     About  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  27t& 
177^'  July,  the  French  were  dtfcovered  to  windward  about  &re  miles 
diftance.     Admiral  Keppel  finding  feme  of  his  fleet  too  mudi 
fcattered,  made  fignals  to  colIeA  them  together^  ftill  contiotiii^ 
to  follow  the  enemy.     About  ten  o'clock  a  heary  dark  £]iiall 
.came  on,  which  eontinued  near  an  hour;  when  it  cleared  up, 
the  two  fieetSy  by  a  (hift  of  wind,  had  ncared  each  other,  but 
on  different  tacks»    About  half  paft  eleven  the  figna!  was  hove 
out  for  a  general  engagement,  at  which  time  ihe  fiiips  as  thej 
came  up  began  firings    The  French  attacked  at  feme  diftance 
the  headmoft  of  Sir  Robert  Harland's  divifion,  which  led  the 
/  «van.    Their  fire  was  warmly  returned  by  almoft  every  ihip  in 
the  fleet,  as  they  ranged  along  the  line }  and  notwithftandii^ 
it  had  been  extended  by  the  chace,  t^ey  were  feon  engaged,  as 
the  two  fleets  paiTed  each  other.    The  cannonade  was  Tciy 
heavy,  and  did  confiderable  execution  on  both  fides.    The  ene- 
my, as  ufual,  fired  chiefly  at  the  rigging,  which  crippled  many 
of  the  Britifti  fliips,  while  Mr.  Keppel  continued  the  old  way 
of  fighting,  by  firing  principally  at  the  huUs  of  the  enemy's 
fiiips  with  good  fuccefs. 

The  a^on,  for  the  ihort  fpace  it  lafled,  (about  three  hours), 
was  Very  warm.  The  lofs  on  the  Gde  of  the  British  was  133 
killed,  and  373  wounded ;  among  the  latter  were  four  officers,-  I 
none  of  whom  died.  The  French  concealed  their  lofs  as  much 
as  pofiible;  they  acknowledged,  however,  150  killed,  and  about 
6co  wounded.  From  the  manner  of  engaging  it  is  prohaUe 
they  loft  more  men  than  the  Brltifli,  perhaps  doidile  the  nam- 
her. 

After  the  different  fiiips  had  repaired  their  damages^  the 
commander  in  chief,  about  three  o^clock  in  the  afternoon^  made 
the  Cgnal  co  form  the  line  of  battle  a-head.  The  red  diviCoo, 
commanded  by  Sir  Robert  Harland,  immediately  obeyed  ^  but 
the  blue  divifion  never  came  into  the  line  during  the  veft  of  the 
day.  Sir  Hugh  Pallifcr  alledging,  that  his  fliip  the  Formidable 
was  fo  much  difabled  that  he  could  not  obej  the  fignaL 

Admiral  Keppel^s  letter  to  the  admiralty  prior  to  the  en- 
gagement mentioned  his  being  for  feveral  days  in  chace  of  the 
enemy,  from  which  the  public  expelled  that,,  if  an  aftion  fliould 

happen,. 
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kappeD»  it  would  prove  a  dccilivc  one:  but,  on  reading  the  A.D- 
Gazette  account  of  this  affair  when  it  was  over,  and  finding  the  1778* 
enemy  had  efcaped  with  their  whole  fieet^  not  a  fhip  being  cap« 
tured  or   deftroyed,    they  were  gr^tly  chagrined  and  difap* 
pointed. 

Both  fides  claimed  the  vifftory*  in  thie  undecifive  a^ion. 
The  French  foen  after  the  engagement,  drew  up  in  a  line  of 
battle  to  leeward^  and  cQntinued  during  the  afternoon  in  that 
pofition,  with  an  intention,  they  afifert,  to  renew  the  engage- 
ment }  but  it  is  more  probable,  with  a  view  to  bring  off  their 
crippled  (hips  in  the  night,  which  muft  have  been  abandoned 
if  th^y  had  fled  fooner. 

The  French  Gazette  relates,  that  the  English  ftole  away  in 
the  night,  without  (bowing  any  lights;  and  in  the  morning,  the 
French  having  no  expectation  of  being  able  to  renew  the  ac- 
tion, and  finding  themfelves  unexpe&edly  off  Ufhant,  (the  ef- 
fects of  the  winds  and  cuirents),  while  they  fuppofed  them- 
felves near  thirty  leagues  from  any  land,  they  took  that  oppor- 
tunity pf  putting  into  Breft,  in  order  to  land  their  wounded 
men. 

Although  the  Englifli,  had  no  great  reafon  to  boaft  of  vic- 
tory, yet  the  French  account  is  totally  falfe;  for  it  appeared 
by  the  evidence  of  witnefies  upon  oath,  (in  the  fubfequent 
trials  of  Keppel  and  Pallifer),  that  the  French,  on  purpofe  to  de« 
ceive,  fiationed  foon  after  it  was  daxk  three  of  their  beft  fail- 
ing (hips  in  a  line«  at  confiderable  diOances  from  each  other, 
with  lights,  in  order  to  have  the  appearance  of  their  whole 
fleet;  This  fineflfe  had  the  intended  effcd ;  their  fleet  Aole  away 
In  the  night,  a^d  the  three  (hips  followed  them  at  day-light  in 
the  morning. 

The  8riti(h  fleet  was  nearly  in  a  line  of  battle  all  night,  (ex«> 
cepting  the  Formidable  and  fome  other  ftiips  of  Sir  Hugh  Pal- 
lifer's  divifion) ;  both  admiral  Keppel,  and  Sir  Robert  Harland^. 
had  difbinguifhing  lights  out,  and  alfo  alight  at  their  bowQ)rit  end. 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  not  being  in  his  ftation,  had  no  lights,  neither 
in  that  fit  nation  would  it  have  been  proper,^  as  it  might  have 
milled  fome  of  the  (hips  of  his  own  and  other  divifions*    The 

•  See  admiral  Reppers  letter  to  the  adniuhy,  gWing  an  account  of  ch« 
fftiijii^    Ai)pendix,  N^  XX. 
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A.  D.  men  were  on  deck  all  night  in  cfbry  fliip  of  the  fleet,  quartcT^ 
^77^*  cd  at  their  guns,  ready  to  renew  the  a£tion  in  the  morning, 
expe£fcing  the  French  were  alfo  inclined  to  fight ;  but  in  this 
they  found  themfclves  iniftal;en,  their  whole  fleet  being  oat  of 
(ight,  excepting  the  three  (hips  above  mentioned,  which  were 
alfo  at  too  great  a  dlftance  to  be  overtaken. 

Whether  the  want  of  fuccefs  in  this  engagement  was  owing 
fo  any  mifconduft  in  the  commander  in  chief,  to  a  mifundcr- 
fianding  between  him  and  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  or  to  fome  other 
caufe  •,  is  perhaps  not  eafy  to  determine  f :  but-  wbarever  rca- 
ibns  may  be  afllgned  for  this,  it  is  evident  that  a  fair  opportu- 
^  nity  was  loft  of  ftriking  a  blow  againft  th^  maritime  power  of 

France,  which  might  have  been  decifive. 

The  commander  difcovering  in  the  morning  that  the  French 
had  efcaped,  that  many  fliips  of  his  own  fleet  had  fufl^cred 
greatly  in  their  mafts  and  rigging,  and  that  there  was  not  the 
leaft  prorpe£|  of  overtaking  the  enemy  before  they  co\iId  reach 
Breft,  he  had  no  alternative  but  to  bring  the  fleet  home  to  be 
repaired.     He  arrived  off  Plymouth  on  the  31ft  of  July. 

Admiral  Kcppel  put  to  fea  again  with  the  fame  number  of 
fhips  and  commanders,  on  the  2  2d  of  Auguft.  .The  French 
had  left  Bred  fome  days  before,  but  inftead  of  looking  out  for 
the  BritiOi  fleet,  they  bore  away  for  Cape  Finifterre,  leaving 
rhcir  trade  at  the  mercy  of  our  fleet  and  privateers.  Many  of 
their  merchantmen  accordingly  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  £ng- 
iifli.  The  Britifh  admiral  continued  cruizing  in  the  bay  till 
the  28th  of  Oftober,  when  he  returned  to  Portfmouth,  and 
the  French  got  to  Breft  a  few  days  after. 

The  commiflioncrs  appointed  to  fettle  matters  amicably  with 
the  Americans  had  fo  little  effeft  in  fufpending  the  military  or 
naval  operations  acrofs  the  Atlantic,  that  it  was  not  ncccflary 
to  interrupt  the  thread  of  our  narration  by  giving  an  account  of 
their  proccedingf?.     But  as  the  propofals  which  they  were  cni- 

*  Simf  rxpcrirncrd  framen,  attribute  the  mircarriage  oB  the  lytb  of  Jalf,  to 
t!>c  Brifiili  diet  keeping  the  old  way  of  ^ghting,  by  firing  chiefly  at  the  huU«of 
the  enemy;  whetcu  if  they  had  fired  at  the  rigjinj;  and  ma ftf,  fome  of  them 
rnnW  have  been  morh  crippled,  whicli  would  hdve  firced  the  French  admha!, 
r'ther  to  have  fubmiaed  to  a  genrril  engagement,  or  to  have  abanjcned  the  hioe 
0-.ipi. 

■^  A  Ih  >i:  icr^iint  of  admiral  Krpp-.Ts  :r:al  is  fobj^incdt 

powered 
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powered  to  make,  altered  inttrely  the  objeft  of  the  war,  it  is  A.  D. 
neceflary  to  explain  the  purport  of  their  commiilion,  the  meatis  i??^* 
ufed  for  giving  it  eSeA>  and  the  fentiments  whh  which  it  was 
received.  They  failed  the  21  (I  of  April  in  his  majefty's  fhip 
the  Tridenti  and  their  arrival  in  America  was  notified  the  9th 
of  June,  in  a  letter  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  general  Waflx- 
injgton,  intimating,  that  the  earl  of  Carlifle,  William  Eden,  and 
George  JohnflDne,  three  of  the  commiflioners  for  reftoring  peace 
between  Great  Britain  and  America,  were  then  at  Philadelphia, 
and  requeuing  a  paflport  for  their  fecretary  Dr.  Fergufon,  with 
a  letter  from  them  to  Congrefs.  General  Wafliington  declined, 
granting  this  requeft  until  the  pleafure  of  Congrefs  fliould  be 
known ;  but  while  that  aiTembly  were  deliberating  on  the  expe- 
diency of  the  meafure  referred  to  them,  an  exprefs  arrived  fron> 
|he  general,  carrying  a  letter  from  the  commiflioners  addrcfled 
to  his  excellency  Henry  Laurens  the  prefident,  and  other  meiii- 
bers  of  the  Congrefs.  This  letter,  after  much  debate,  was  read. 
It  contained^  the  powers  with  which  the  commiflTioners  were 
furnifhed  to  fufpend  hoftilities,  to  remove  grievances,  and  to^ 
grant  the  requefts  which  the  colonies  had  frequently  made  on 
the  fubje£l  of  z€ts  of  parliament  pafied  Gnce  the  yenr  f  763,  and 
to  fettle  a  plan  of  policy  for  the  future  government  of  America, 
which  (hould  obtain  force,  when  ratified  by  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain;  the  whole  drain  of  the  letter  is  highly  refpeAfuI. 
The  commiffioners  declare,  it  is  their  inclination  <<  to  ei^ablifli 
<*  the  powers  of  the  legiflatures  in  each  particular  (late  of  Ame- 
<<  rica,  to  fettle  its  revenue,  its  civil  and  military  eflablifhment, 
V  and  to  allow  it  the  ei^ercifc  of  a  pcrfeft  freedom  of  legtfla- 
*<  tion  and  internal  government."  They  alfo  declare  themfelves 
ready  <<  to  concur  in  meafures  towards  extending  every  freedom 
<<  to  trade  that  the  refpe^iive  interefls  of  Great  Britain  and 
«  America  can  require ;  to  agree  that  no  military  force  Ihall  be 
<<  kept  up  in  the  different  ftates  of  North  America  without  the 
«<  confent  of  the  General  Congrefs,  or  particular  afiemblies ; 
<f  and  to  concur  in  meafures  calculated  to  difcharge  the  debts 
*'  of  America,  and  raife  the  value  and  credit  of  the  paper  cir- 
«,  culation.**  To  thcfe  advantageous  and  condefcending  propo-  >. 
*  fa!s 
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A«D.  fals  the  Congrefs  anfwered  in  terifis  of  great  haughtinc(s.    TImb   . 

1778.  commiflioners  proceeded  on  a  fuppofitioiii  that  the  Americans 
Drere  fubje£ls  of  Great  Britain,  an  idea  utterly  inadoiifiblc. 
The  coaimiflioDers  mentioned  the  infidious  interpofitioo  of 
France,  an  cxprcflion  fo  difrefpcftrul  to  his  moft  Ghriftian  ma* 
jefty,  the  good  and  great  ally  of  the  United  States,  that  nothing 
but  an  eameft  defire  to  fpare  the  farther  effuGon  of  blood  could 
have  perfuaded  Congrcfs  to  allow  the  reading  of  a  paper  drawn 
op  with  fuch  bold  indecency  of  language.  They  obferve,  how-« 
ever,  that  <<  they  will  be  contented  to  enter  upon  a  confidera* 
<<  tion  of  a  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce  with  Great  Britain^ 
'<  not  inconfiftent  with  treaties  already  fubfifting,  when  his 
<<  Britannic  majefty  (hall  demonftrate  a  fincere  difpofition  for 
*^  that  purpofe.  The  only  folid  proof  of  this  dilpoGtion  will  be 
*<  an  explicit  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  theie 
'*  ftatcs,  or  the  withdrawing  of  his  fleets  and  armies."  Such 
were  the  fruits  of  a  negociation,  propofed  with  much  triumph 
by  minifters,  and  accepted  with  great  unanimity  by  parliament. 
By  the  fame  fatal  mifconduA,  or  the  fame  unexampled  misfor- 
tune, which  had  marked  every  ftep  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Britifli  adminidration  with  regard  to  the  colonies,  the  army  had 
orders  to  evacuate  Philadelphia  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the 
commiflioners.  At  the  moment  that  we  held  out  terms  of  peace, 
we  difcovered  our  inability  to  continue  the  war  with  cScCk^ 
Such  a  remarkable  coincidence  naturally  damped  the  hopes  of* 
our  negociators  as  well  as  of  all  thofe  who  were  ftill  attached 
to  the  interefls  of  the  mother  country.  The  Englifb  general 
had  cxpeded  to  receive  a  powerful  reinforcement  of  troops ; 
he  received  commiflioners  who  had  powers  to  negociate  away 
the  principal  objefts  for  which  he  fought.  The  commiffiooera 
expelled  to  add  weight  and  perfuafion  to  their  propofals  by 
being  feconded  by  the  a&ive  operations  of  the  army.  They 
were  obliged  to  retire  with  that  army,  which  now  abandoned 
its  conquefls,  and,  inftead  of  afpiting  at  advantage,  difcoTcred 
great  merit  in  being  able  to  make .  a  retreat  without  fuftalning 
any  irrepar9ble  lofs. 

Thus  it  happened  by  a  fatality  unknown  in  any  other  age  or 
^ptuntry,  that  the  propofals  of  the  commiflioners  damped  the 
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fpiriu  and  checked  the  ardoiar  of  the  troops,  whale  the  cooduA  A.  0. 
of  the  tlfoops,  however  ncccflary  and  proper  in  itfclf,  weakened,  » 77*^ 
disrated,  and  vilified  the  propofals  of  the  commiffioners.  After 
this  inaiifpkioiis  beginning,  it  coold  fcarcely  be  expelled  that 
any  future  nteafures  (hould  be  attended  with  better  fucceis*  The 
.  commiflioiiers,  however,  continued  in  America  four  months, 
publiibiBg  proclamations  of  grace  and  pardon  to  thofe  who  dc- 
fpifed  their  power  $  offering  friendflup  and  union  to  thofe  who 
arrowed  that  they  were  not  only  divided  from  os  for  ever,  but 
kagued  with  our  worft  f  nemies ;  and  endeavoucing  to  treat  witb 
aflTcmblies,  or  correfpond  with  privatie  perfons,  aU  which  en- 
deavours were  reje£lcd  with  marks  of  inieffable  contempt.  At 
length,  after  being  cxpofed  to  fuch  indignities  as  we  do  not 
recoiled  that  the  minifters  of  any  independent  nation  ever  fub-^ 
mitted  to  among  a  civilised  people,  and  after  condcfcending  to 
fuch  degrading  language  of  their  conftituents,  as  was  never  heiil 
by  the  reprefentativcs  of  any  kingdoim  upon  ei^th  %  they  de-* 
termined  to  return. home  ;  previous  to  which  they  published  a 
manifefto  dated  at  New  York  the  3d  of  October,  1778,  This 
contained  a  recapitulation  of  the  advantages  which  they  were 
empowered  tp  confer,  with  an  appeal  from  the  rcfolutions  of 
the  Congrefs  to  the  inhabitants  at  large,  and  a  denunciation  of 
a  more  deftruftivc  war  th«yn  had  hitherto  been  carried  on,  Cnce,^ 
tf  the  Britifh  colonies  were  to  become  an  acceffion  to  France, 
prudence  would  difkate  to  Great  Britain  the  neceflity  of  render- 
ing that  accefiion  of  as  little  avail  as  poflible  to  her  enemy. 
Soon  after  the  publication  of  this  paper,  which  was  not  more 
eSedtual  than  the  reft  of  their  proceedings,  they  let  fail  for 
England. 

The  mi&tary  and  naval  operations,  it  has  been  obierved,  were 
Kttle  interrupted  by  this  extraordinary  ncgociation.  The  ad- 
vanced feafon  of  the  year,  however,  prevented  thofe  aflive  and 
powerful  exertions  which  alone  could  produce  any  decifive  ef- 
le{i  I  the  fpirits  and  vigour  of  the  troops  and  feamen  feemed. 

^  As  an  exsmple  take  tke  folbwing  memorAbfe  words  of  one  of  the  commif- 
fioncrS  in  a  letter  to  the  preHdcht  of  the  Congrefs  :  **  If  youfbonld  follow  tbees« 
**  ample  of  Great  B/itain  in  the  hour  of  her  infoleaoe,  and  lend  us  back  without 
*'  a  bearing,  I  (hould  hope  from  priv  uc  friendfliip,  chat  I  may  bt  pcroiiued  ii» 
*^  iecih#  country,;  tad  the  worthy  cb«ia^crs  ihc  has  exhibited^* 

gradually 
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A.  jA.  ^adoall^  to  languiih,  and  their  opferations  naturally  degeneri* 
1 778.  ted  into  the pirtit*  guerre.  In  thofe  panial  hoftilitics  the  king's 
troops  were  generally  fnccefsful.  They  deftrdyed  feveral  naaga- 
zines  belonging  to  the  enemy}  laid  wafte  the  pofieflions  of  fbnie 
of  tbe  moft  obftinate  of  the  rebels )  and  detnolifhed,  hy  the  af- 
£ftance  of  the  ihips,  fomc  tillages  wbkh  were  built  for  the  re- 
ception of  prize  goods,  and  the  accommodation  df  the  failors 
belonging  to  the  American  priTateers.  But  no  general  engage- 
tncnt  took  place,  nor  was  any  thing  dedfite  performed  by  the 
Englifli  or  French  fquadrons,  both  of  which  filtered  greater  in- 
jury from  the  weather  than  from  the  aflaults  of  the  enemy. 
The  furrender  of  Dominica  by  the  Englifli  was  in  ibme  meafure 
compenfated  by  the  taking  of  the  iflands  of  St;  Pierre  and 
IdiqudoDi  which  were  the  only  fettlements  the  French  poficfled 
sn  the  nonhem  parts  of  America.  Thus  every  thing  itemed  to 
tend  to  an  equality;  and  we  had  the  mortification  tc>  mourh 
oyer  our  lofs  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  without  any  profpeA  of 
being  foon  ablis  to  repair  it;  We  had  already  loft  two  ihips  of 
the  line,  thirteen  frigates,  and  feven  floops  of  war  *.      The 


*  Lift  of  £ogU(h  men  of  wir  taken  or  deflroyed  In  the  prtftnt  war. 

Ships.  a""** 

Augttfta,  64    burnt  in  the  Ddairare ; 

Somerfeti  04    iofl  on  the  eoaft  of  Ncv>£n2land ; 

RepnUe,  3%    loft  off  Bermiidafts 

Orpbcusi  '\ 

^*''^^*  I     tx  funk  or  bmnfi  at  Rhode  Ifland; 

Jono»  [ 
Lark,  each  of  J 

Mincr¥a^  3x  taken  by  thcf  rench  la  the  Weft  indies; 

AAeon,  xH  burnt  at  Sullivan*i  IflAod) 

Fox,  X  8  taken  by  the  French  off  Breft.    This  fbip  had  befoi^  bee^ 
taken  hy  the  Ataicrkans,  and  iretaktn  by  the  Flora  ; 

Lively^  lo  taken  by  the  French  off  Breft; 

Cerberus^  xt  burnt  at  Rhode  Ifland ; 

Mermaid,  xB  run  afliore  by  the  iF'rcnch  off*  Cape  Henlopeo  ; 

AQive,  xS  taken  by  the  French  in  the  Weft  Indies  $ 

Syren,  28  deftroycd  by  tbe  AneHcans; 

Drake,  iS  uken  by  an  A mericao  privateer ; 

l^}^^?'^n.         \   «5    foukorbBrntatRhodcIOandi 
King's  Filhcr,     i 

Pomona,  18    loft  in  the  Weft  Indies; 

Metlin^  I4    burnt  in  the  Delaware ; 

Thundw  bomb,       '*}  **^«»  ^T  ^^«  ^'"^^  ^^ ^«^«  ^^^^ 

merchant 
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merchant  Ihips  eakeli  tay  tbfe  American  privateers,  were  l^ear  a  A*  I>* 
thoufitfid  in  jMimber^  and  vzimd  at  nearly  two  mUIions  fterling*  '77^* 
We  had  not  t^ken  one  capital  (hip  from  the  French,  nor,  ex- 
cepting the  Pallas  and  Ucome  frigates^  any  man  .of  war  worth 
mentioning*.  After  the  naval  force  of  the  Americans  feemed  to 
be  totaUy  deftroyed^  it  arofe  more  than  once  from  its  ruins,  and 
harafied  our 4rade  as'  much  as  before.  The  value  of  American 
captures,  however^  made  by  Engliih  vedels,  exceeded,  by  kt 
veral  hundred  tboi|iand  pounds,  the  lofs  vrhich  the  Britifli 
merchants  had  fuflained ;  and  when  we  take  into  the  account 
the  capturi:^  from  the  French,  particularly  the  Modeile  and 
Carnatic  Indiamen^each  of  which  was  worth  near  half  a  mil* 
lion,  %h^  balance  will  appear  to  be  confiderably  in  favour  of 
Great  Sritain.  But,  in  cftimating  national  advantages,  we  muft 
not  coq^peafa^e  the  lofs  of  EngliHi  merchants  by  the  gains  of 
Engliih  ff  amen.  .  The  latter^  being  chiefly  the  pro6t  of  a  few 
individuals,  is  not  to  be  put  in  competition  with  the  benefit  of 
the  great  body  of  merchants  and  manufaAurers  (  nor  does  it 
even  indemnify  the  public  for  the  damage  and  diminution 
whicbr  the  navy  itfelf  has  fuffcred  by  the  misfortunes  of  the  Tea, 
and  fuftained  from  the  efibrts  of  the  enemy.  , . 

In  taking  a  general  retrofpeA  of  the  conduA  of  tne  war,  in 
as  far  as  the  navy  is  concerned,  it  appears  that  the  commanders 
in  chief,  as  well  as  the  captains  of  particular  veifels,  have  for 
the  moft  part  adted  with  their  ufual  bravery  and  wifdom. 
Whatever  afperfions  may  be  thrown  on  thofe  who  fupcrintended 
the  management  of  our  marine,  no  difiionour  has  been  fixed  on 
the  Britilh  flag,  nor  has  the  ancient  glory  of  our  feamen  been 
tarniflied.  Hitherto,  indeed,  their  fpirited  ardour  and  intrepi- 
dity have  not  produced  the  efl^cdls  that  ufually  reiult  from  them. 
But  we  are  not  to  account  for  this,  by  fuppofing  any  diminu- 
tion of  thofe  eminent  qualities  for  which  they  have  been  ]on<; 
diUioguilhcd.  The  inauipicious  and  fatal  influence  which  pre- 
vails in  a  high  department  has  continued  to  give  us  one  proof 
after  another,  that  no  people  can  be  great  without  being  vir- 
tuous. The  iniquities  of  the  miniftcrs  have  been  vifKcJ  on 
the  nation 

^iidquhl  ddirant  regvs,  pleclimfur  Jchhl, 
Vol.  IV.    •  3  I  .  But 
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A*  D.  Bill  that  Teiy  circtimfttnce  which  hat  bithertd  occafioaed 
^77^*  perplexity  and  diftrefi,  the  unhappy  faperiotendencc  of  oar  &»» 
¥al  affairs^  is  what  ought  at  prcfeot  to  affiml  w  jttft  grooiKb  of 
confolatioii.   If  our  bouiidkft  fupplies  and  powerful  crfnamcots 
bad  been  managed  and  direAed  by  the  wifdom  and  Tirtoe  of 
mtnifterty  and  if|  ootwithftanding  this  moft  favourable  ciraun- 
ftance,  the  exertion  of  our  forces  by  fea  and  land  had  been  on- 
able  to  maintaio  with  honour  the  caufe  in  which  we  Were  enga- 
ged, we  (bould  have  juft  reaibn  to  defpair)  becattfe  it  is  plain, 
that  in  fuch  a  cafe  we  could  not  eapcA,  by  any  alteratioo  of 
managementt  to  defeat  the  malignant  purpofes  of  our  natural  and 
inveterate  enemies.    But  if  our  fleets  and  armies  were  condon- 
ned  to  relttAant  inaAivity  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  |  if  while 
we  had  the  Americans  only  to  contend  with,  we  took  no  fcfo- 
lutions  becoming  the  dignity  of  a  great  itatiooi  if  while  our 
enemies  prepared  for  hoAility,  by  augmenting  their  troops  and 
equipping  their  fquadrons,  our  own  were  allowed  to  rof»  Ian- 
guiih,  and  moulder  away  in  a  ftate  the  moft  deplorable  ;  if  after 
the  meflage  delivered  by  the  French  ambaffiidor,  which  was  in 
effcA  a  declaration  of  war,  had  rou2ed  the  fpirit  of  the  wation, 
our  minifters  ftill  remained  profoundly  funk  in  lethargic  fecu- 
tity,  tctafly  incapable  of  tbofe  vigorous  mcafiires  which  their 
fituation  required,  and  in  every  inftance  behind-hand  with  om 
enemies ;  what  could  we  pofliUy  expcd  from  fuch  a  conduft 
but  misfortune,  difgrace,  and  complicated  calamity  ?  A  French 
fleet  was  equipped  at  Breft,  and  another  at  Toulon.  The  defti- 
nation  of  the  latter  appeared  plainly  to  every  body,  not  con* 
cemed  in  adminiftration,  to  be  for  America.     But  the  firft  lord 
of  the  admirahy  remained  in  doubtful  fufpenfe.    He  knew  not 
what  part  of  the  empire  might  be  attacked.  He  continued  mo« 
tionlefs  himfclf,  and  received  patiently  the  hoftilc  aflault ;  like 
an  unfkilful  boxer,  intending  to  cover  the  part  on  which  he 
had  already  received  a  blow,  and  then  Ihifting  his  hand  to  ano- 
ther part  juft  wounded,  but  poiTeOing  neither  ^irit  nor  addrefs 
fufficient  to  ward  off  the  impending  ilroke.    Even  after  D*E« 
ftaing's  fquadron  had  failed,  the  account  of  which  we  obtained 
by  the  vigilance  of  a  foreign  refident,  without  any  thanks  to  the 
court  of  admiraky,  the  important  pa&  of  the  Mediterranean 

was 
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;  left  unguarded.  It  was  ftiU  pretended,  that  the  deftination  A.  D. 
of  this  fleet  was  Uncertain:  their  failing  in  an  American  di-  i??^* 
re£Uon  nigbt  be  a  feint  1  if  a  fquadron  fhould  be  detached 
from  our  fleet  io  purfuit  of  themi  they  might  perhaps  return, 
and  forma  jnn£lion  with  lyOrvilliers,  which  would  give  him  a 
decifive  advantage  orer  admiral  Keppel.  Then  the  difgrace  of 
the  nation  burft  forth  with  irrefiftible  evidence.  Notwichftandp 
ing  the  boafted  declarations  that  our  fleet  was  fuperior  to  the 
united  power  of  France  and  Spain,  it  happened  that  the  fleet 
of  Trance  alone  commanded  more  than  our  refpe£t.  The  im- 
menfe  fums  voted  for  the  navy  fupplies,  for  thefe  three  years 
paft,  could  not  fumifh  us  with  fhips  to  follow  D*£ftaing  with* 
out  leaving  our  own  coaft  defencelefs* 

The  confequence  of  this  was,  that  while  we  employed  fevc* 
ral  months  in  gleaning  the  old  (lores,  that  had  lain  for  years 
rotting  in  the  diflerent  dock-yards,  fpllcing  and  knotting  cord- 
age that  had  long  been  condemned  as  unferviceable,  and  patch- 
ing up  mafts  and  yards  frpm  the  remnants  of  a  fleet  once  the 
terror  of  the  world,  DTftaing  rode  the  waves  in  triumph,  car* 
tying  proteftion  and  independence  to  America.  If  the  fortune 
of  lord  Howe  had  not  been  equal  co  bis  aAivity,  his  fatigued 
weBkhf  confiderable  part  of  which*  from  the  nature  of  the  fer« 
vice  in  which  they  were  engaged,  lay  difperfed  over  the  wide- 
extended  coaft  of  North  America,  muft  have  been  attacked  in 
detail,  and  defeated  by  pieee-meal.  The  admiral  himfclf,  with 
the  main  force  of  his  fquadron,  narrowly  efcaped  deftruflion 
in  the  Delaware  ;  for,  had  the  French  fleet  arrived  a  few  days 
fooner,  he  would  have  been  furprized  in  that  river  with  two 
Ihips  of  64  guns,  one  of  50,  two  of  40,  and  a  few  frigates, 
CDCumbered  with  a  fleet  of  tranfports,  vidluallers,  and  private 
traders,  laden  for  the  moft  part  with  the  refugees  from  Phila- 
delphia, who  feized  this  lafl:  opportunity  of  tranfporting  their 
families  and  the  wreck  of  their  fortunes. 

Thos  was  the  main  force  of  Great  Britain  on  that  fide  of  the 
Atlantic  left  to  be  the  fport  of  contingencies.  It  was  faved  by 
ibmetbing  that  nearly  refemfalcs  a  miracle.  Lord  Howe  refift- 
ed  until  Byron's  fleet,  which  had  long  been  kept  waving  in  the 
liarbour  Qf  Portfmouth,  to  the  no  fmall  entertainment  of  the 

3  I  ^  populace. 
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A.  D.  populace,  at  length  arrived  in  America.    B«t  this  fqaadron 
177^*  bad  been  equipped  in  foch  a  manner  a$  readered  it  fitter  for  a 
naval  review  than  for  a«y  effective  fervice.    It  was  ormUe  t« 
ireather  a  fummer  ftorm,  and  approached  the  cozfk  of  Ame- 
rica, having  more  need  of  protc Aton  than  ability  to  jield  affif^- 
ance.     Amodg  thcfe  and  all  the  other  multiplied  crrori  iwlnch 
flifgraced  every  part  of  our  naval  adminiftration,  we  find  the 
great  fource  of  our  prefcnt  calamities.     But  if  we  make  a 
thorough  refqrmation  in  this  important  department,  we  ihafl 
foon  fee  that  there  is  no  reafon  to  defpair,  until  the  whole 
mafa  of  citizens  become  as  corrupt  as  thofe  men  w^  have 
brought  difgrace  and  calamity  upon  their  country. 

Ikfore  concluding  this  chapter,  we  have  thoaght  proper  to 
wait  for  the  judgment  of  the  cpurt-martial  concerning  the  ooo* 
6u&  of  admiral  Keppel  in  the  action  of  the  27th  of  Joly* 
Though  the  period  pf'thif  decifion  extefids  beyond  the  Hmits 
afligncd  to  the  preient  work,  yet  as  it  tends  to  dear  up  an  iin« 
portant  tranfa£lion,  the  principal  circumftances  of  which  have 
been  already  related,  we  have  thought  it  efleotial  to  the  naval 
hiftory  of  the  year  1 778.    Soon  after  the  a£lion,  the  periodical 
publications  were  filled,  as  ufual,  with  encomiums  or  fatires  on 
the  admiral,  according  to  the  various  opinions,  inclinations,  or 
humours  of  the  different  writers,  >|^ho  chofe  to  celebiate  or  to 
arraign  his  charaAer  and  conduct.     As  the  admiral  had  little 
pcrfonal  conne^on  with  the  king^  miniders,  and  belonged  to 
a  fatnily  which  had  been  di(tingui(hed  by  peculiar  marks  of 
frleiuKhip  from  the  late  duke  of  Cumberland  whom  they  fol* 
lowed  in  oppofition,    it  was  evidetit  that  he  owed  the  high 
command  conferred  on  him  to  bis  profcffional  abilities  alone, 
without  the  Analleft  afliflance  from  court  favour.     Thofe  who 
ppproved  all  the  mcafures  of  adminiftration  were    nnturallv, 
tlicreforc,  the  louded:  in  condemning  his  behaviour,  while  the 
'.witiminiilerjal  party  not  only  juftified  his  proceedings,  but  held 
him  forth  ns  an  objedl  deicrving  the  warmefl  gratitude  and  ap» 
plaule  of  his  fellow-citizens.     Various  anonymous  paragraphs 
>vcre  publiQied  \nd  anfw'ered.     The  panegyric  of  Sir  Hugh 
TfiWifcTj  vice-admiral  of   the  blue,   occaConed  a  criticifm  on 
his  fonducLj  it  was  laid  that  he  difobeyed  orders  by  negkfting. 
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to  pay  any  attention  to  the  admiral's  (jgnak,  and  thereby  pre-  A.  D. 
vented  the  deftmOion  of  the  whole  French  fleet.    Thefc  in-  ^778* 
ycQivcs  and  recriminations  might  have  pafled  on  both  iidet 
mrithout  any  material  confequence,  and  the  propriety  of  ad- 
miral Keppel's  behaviour  being  blended  with  the  prejudices  of 
parly,  would'  probably  have  remained  a  matter  of  doubt,  until 
the  paflions  of  contending  fa£tions  fubfidiogi  had  left  time  for 
liilening  to  the  impartiality  of  fome  future  hillorian.    But  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer  took  a  decifive  ftep  on  the  4th  of  November ;  and 
by  giving  his  name  to  the  public  in  a  letter  written  for  his  own 
jufHfication,  conveyed  an  indiredt  infinuation  againft  his  com* 
mander.   In  the  beginning  of  December  theib  imputations  were 
re-echoed  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  which  called  up  the  admi- 
ral to  vindicate  his  profeflional  charaAer*  *^  If  he  was  to  go  over 
<<  the  bufinefs  of  the  a7th  of  July  again,  he  would  conduft  him- 
f<  felf  in  the  fame  manner.   Every  thing  that  could  be  doue  had 
<<  been  done ;  and  he  was  happy  to  fay,  the  Britifh  flag  had  not 
<<  been  urotflied  in  his  hands.     He  felt  himfelf  perfeAly  eafy 
f<  on  that  head,  and  ihould  never  be  afliamed  of  his  conduct  on 
«  the  day  alluded  to.  The  oldeft  and  moft  experienced  officers 
f <  in  his  majefty's  navy,  in  every  engagement,  faw  (bmething 
«  which  they  were  before  unacquaiiited  with ;  and  that  day 
<<  prefented  fomething  new.   He  impeached  no  roan  of  negle^ 
«<  of  duty,  becauf^  he  was  fadsfied  that  the  officer,  alluded  to 
<<  had  manifcfled  no  want  of  courage,  the  quality  moft  efliential 
<*  in  a  Britifh  feaman.'*  He  faid  «  he  waa  much  furprized  when 
^f  an  officer  under  his  command,  had  made,  an  appeal  to  the 

V  public  in  a  common  newfpaper,  figned  with  his  name,  before 
(<  any  accufation  had  been  made  againft  him,  and  which  tended 
<<  to  render  him  odious  and  defpicable  in  the  eyes  of  his  coun- 
«'  trymcn ."  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  declared  "  he  was  fo  confcious 
<^  of  not  having  been  any  hindrance  to  a  re-a£lion  with  the  BreR, 
<<  fleet  pn  the  27th  of  July,  that  he  was  equally  indifferent  with 
*<  the  honourable  admiral  how  foon  an  inquiry  were  fet  on  foot. 
*«  He  had  difcovered  from  what  the  admiral  had  juft  faid,  that 
•*  the  principal  matter  which  weighed  againft  him  in  the  admi- 
**  ral's  mind  was  the  publication  in  the  ncwfpapcrs,  which  he 

V  had  figncil  with  his  name,  and  by  whicUhc  would  abide.    If 
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A.  D.  ^4  it  wa»  imprudent,  if  it  was  wrong,  the  conlcquence  was  to 
1778.  i(  himfclF*     To  fay  any  thing  againft  a  fricnil  was  to  a  man  of 
<<  fenfibility  the  nnoft  difigreeable  thing  in  natare;  hot  where  an 
<<  officet^s  reputation  was  at  ftake,  the  removing  an  unjall  ftig* 
**  ma  was  certainly  tbe  firft  objed.     If  there  was  any  reaiibn  of 
•f  accufation,  why  not  make  it  openly  and  fairly  ?  If  noi;^  whj 
•<  infinuate  that  he  bad  been  wanting  in  point  of  condud,  though 
**  a  teftimony  was  given  in  favour  of  his  courage  ?  This,*"  he  (^d, 
«<  was  a  language  extremely  different  from  that  of  the  adnuraPs 
^  difpatch  containing  an  account  of  the  adion,  in  which  he  in- 
•<  formed  the  admiralty-board  of  the  fpiritcd  and  gallant  condoft 
«'  of  all  the  officers  under  his  command/'  Admiral  Keppcl  ac- 
knowledged "  he  had  given  that  approbation,  and  was  ready  to 
**  repeat  it,  and  point  the  teftimony  particularly  as  well  as  gene. 
<<  rally.   The  vice-admiral  had  alluded  to  (ignals,  and  faid  that 
<<  it  was  no  fault  of  his  that  the  fleet  of  France  was  not  re-at- 
<<  tacked.   As  to  that  he  could  only  fay,  that  he  preAimed  every 
<^  inferior  officer  was  to  obey  the  fignals  of  his  commander;  and 
«<  now  when  called  upon  to  fpeak  out,  he  would  inform  tbe 
^  houfe  and  the  public,  that  the  (ignal  for  coming  into  the  Vic- 
«  tory's  wake  was  flying  from  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  till 
^  eight  in  the  evening  unobeyed :  at  the  fame  time  he  did  not 
<<  charge  the  vice*admiral  with  aAual  difobedience.   He  doubt- 
«  ed  not  but,  if  an  inquiry  (hould  be  thought  neceflary,  that 
<<  he  would  be  able  to  juftify  bimfelf,  becaufe  he  was  fully  per* 
"  fuaded  of  his  perfenal  bravery.** 

In  confequence  of  this  altercation,  Sir  Hugh  Palliier  drew 
up  the  following  charge  againft  admiral  Keppel,  which  he  ex- 
hibited at  the  board  of  admiralty  on  the  ^tb  of  December. 

Charge  §/*  Misconduct  ^wi/Neclect  of  DvTr 
againft  the  Honourahk  Admiral  KEPPEL,  9^  tbe 
21  th  and  28/A  of  July^  1778,  in  divers  in/lmces  m^  under 
mentioned* 

«  I.  That  onthcmorningof  the  27th  of  July,  i778».haviAg 
'<  a  fleet  of  thirty  (hips  of  the  line  under  his  coipmand,  and  being 
1«  th^n  in  th^  prefcnce  of  a  Jfrciicb  fleet  of  the  like  number  of 

<«  lhij(l 
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^«  (hipi  of  tlie  line»  the  (aid  admiral  did  not  make  the  neceflary  A.  IX 
«  preparations  for  fight)  did  not  put  his  fleet  into  a  line  of  bat-  ^77^ 
^*  tley  or  into  anf  order  proper  either  for  receiving  or  attacking 
<(  an  enenoy  of  foch  force ;  hot,  on  the  contrary,  although  his 
«<  fleet  .was  already  difperftd  and  in  diibrder,  he,  by  making  the 
««  Ggnal  for  feveral  fhips  of  the  Tice-admiral  of  the  blue  divifioti 
*<  to  chace  to  windward,  increafed  the  diforder  of  that  part  of 
f  <  his  fleet,  and  the  fliips  were  in  oooiequence  more  icattered 
<<  thaA  they  had  been,  before  $  and,  vhilft  in  this  diforder,  he 
«  advanced   to  the  enemy,  and  made  the  fignal  for  battle* 
<«  That  the  above  conduct  was  the  more  unaccountable,  as  the 
<^  enemy's  fleet  was  not  then  in  diforder,  nor  beaten,  nor  flying, 
«<  but  formed  in  a  regular  line  of  battle  on  that  tack  which  ep- 
<«  proached  the  Britilh  fleet,  all  their  motions  plainly  indicating 
<*  a  deiign  to  give  battle,  and  they  edged  down  and  attacked  it 
<<  whilft  in  dtfordef.     By  this  unofficer*like  condu6l,  a  general 
•<  engagement  was  not  brought  on,  but  the  other  flag^.officers 
<«  and  captains  were  left  to  engage  without  order  or  regularity, . 
<'  from  which  great  confuGon  enfued :  fome  of  his  fliips  were 
<<  prevented  from  getting  into  adtion  at  all  \  others  were  not 
^<  near  enough  to  the  enemy  j  and  fome,  from  the  confuGon, 
<<  fired  into  others  of  the  king's  (hips,  and  did  them  confider- 
^*  able  damage :  and  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  was  left  alone 
**  to  engage  fingle  and  unfupported.    In  theie  inftances  the 
«  faid  admiral  Keppel  negligently  performed  the  duty  impofed 
«'  on  him. 

<«  il.  That  after  the  van  and  centre  divifions  of  the  Britifli 
«  fleet  pafled  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  the  admiral  did  not  immet- 
«<  diately  tack  and  double  upon  the  enemy  with  thefe  two  divi- 
de fions,  and  continue  the  battle,  nor  did  he  colleCt  them  toge- 
«  ther  at  that  time,  and  keep  fo  near  the  enemy  as  to  renew 
<•  the  battle  as  foon  as  it  ji'*^^lu  bj  proper:  on  the  contrary,  he 
^<  flood  away  In.yond  clic  enemy  to  a  great  diftance  before  he 
<*  wore  to  icand  towards  them  again,  leaving  the  vice-admiral 
«<  of  the  blue  engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  expofed  to  be  cin; 
«•  off, 

«  III.  That  after  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  had  pafled  the 
;**  laft  of  the  enemy's  fliips,  and  immediately  wore,  and  laid  bb 
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A.  D.  <<  own  fhip's  head  towards  Cha  cttcniy  again,  being  then  iq  their 
1 778.  u  yf2kc  and  at  a  little  diftance  only,  and  expelling  the  admiral 
«<  to  advance  with  all  the  ihips  to  renew  the  fight,  the  admiral 
**  did  not  advance  for  that  porpc^,  hot  (hortened  ikil,  hauled 
<<  dowii  the  fignal  for  battle ;  nor  did  he  at  that  timci,  mpr  n 
«  any  other  time  whilft  ftandtng  towards  the  enemy,  crall  the 
«  (hips  together  in  order  to  renew  the  attack,  as  he  might  have 
**  dontf  particularly  the  vice*adroiral  of  the  red  and  his  diiiiion, 
><  which  had  received  the  Xeaft  danlagej  bad  been  the  longeft 
**  out  of  a£Hon,  were  ready  and  fit  to  renew  it,  were  then  to 
«  windward,  and  could  have  bore  down  and  fetched  aoy  part 
*^  of  the  French  floeti  if  the  fignal  for  battle  had  not  been  haul- 
<<  ed  down,  or  if  the  fiiid  admiral  Ke{^  had  availed  himfelf  of 
**  the  fignal  appointed  by  the  31ft  article  of  the  fighting  anfbnic- 
^f  tions,  by  which  he  might  have  ordered  thofe  to  lead^  who  are 
<<  to  lead  with  the  ftarboard  tacks  on  board,  by  a  wind ;  which 
**  fignal  was  applicable  to  the  occaCon  for  cenewing  the  e^nga^e- 
'*  ment  with  advantage,  after  the  French  fleet  had  been  beaten, 
««  their  line  broken,  and  in  diforder.    Li  thefe  inftances  he  did 
**  not  do  the  utmoft  in  his  power  to  take,  fink,  bum,  or  deftroy 
•<  the  French  fleet  that  had  attacked  the  Britifli  fleet. 

*'  IV.  That  inftead  of  advancing  to  renew  the  engagement, 
<(  as  in  the  preceding  articles  is  alledged,  and  as  he  might  and 
«  ought  to  have  done,  the  admiral  wore,  and  made  fail  direfUy 
«<  from  the  enemy,  and  thus  he  led  the  whole  Britifli  fleet  away 
**  from  them,  which  gave  them  an  opportunity  to  rally  unmo- 
<<  Icfted,  and  to  form  again  into  a  line  of  battle,  and  to  ftand 
<<  after  the  Britifh  fleet.  This  was  difgraceful  to  the  Britilh  flag; 
**  for  it  had  the  appearance  of  a  flight,  and  gave  the  French 
«  admiral  a  pretence  to  claim  the  vi£h>ry,  and  to  poblifli  to  the 
<<  world,  that  the  Britiflx  fleet  ran  away,  and  that  he  porfocd 
♦*  it  with  the  fleet  of  France,  and  ofFercd  it  battle. 

"  V.  That  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  July,  1778,  when 
«*  it  was  perceived  that  only  three  of  the  French  fleet  remained 
*'.  near  the  Britifli  in  the  fituation  the  whole  had  been  in  the 
**  night  before,  and  that  the  reft  were  to  leeward  at  a  greater 
**  diftance,  not  in  a  line  of  battle  but  in  a  heap,  the  admiral  did 
«  not  caufe  the  fleet  to  purfue  the  flying  enemy,  not  even  to 

••  chacc 
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^  cfaace  tbe  three  ihips  that  fled  after  the  reft,  hut  on  the  con-  A.  D. 
^«  trary  he  led  the  Britifli  fleet  another  way  dircilly  from  the  * 77^- 
*'  enemy*     By  thefe  inftances  of  mifconduf^  and  neglect  a  glo- 
«  nous  opportunity  was  loft  of  doing  a  mod  eiTential  ferviceto 
«<  the  ftate*  and  the  honour  of  the  Britiih  navy  was  tamifhed. 

H.  Palliser ." 

This  charge  was  fent  to  the  admiralty  on  the  afternoon  of 
tbe  pth  of  Decembery  and  intimation  thereof  was  ^iven  by  thaf 
board  to  admiral  Keppel  the  fame  evening.    ^ 

When  the  contents  of  the  accufation  were  laid  before  th^ 
pubKc,  tbe  opinions  of  men,  warped  by  a  thoufand  prejudices^ 
and  ihaded  by  all  the  different  gradations  of  knowledge  and  ig-  ' 
Jiorance,  were  infinitely  various,  inconfiftent,  oppofite,  and  con- 
tradi£tory.  Thofe  who  only  knew  that  we  had  neither  taken 
zior  deftroyed  any  of  the  French  fhips  in  the  late  engagements 
a  circumftance  which  they  could  not  hefitate  in  afcribing  to  the 
inifconduA  of  our  cosnmaadersi  underftood^  or  fancied  they  un- 
derftood,  the  charges  alledged  againil  the  adpntral.  They  wiihed. 
that  the  man  who  had  tarnifhed  the  antient  lafjtrc  of  the  Britifli 
£ag  might  be  bfought  so  eondign  punilhment ;  for  never  any 
crifis  was  more  alarming  than  the  prefent,  or  more  loudly  de« 
fnanded  every  exertion  -of  dificipline  and  feverity,  that  fo  thofe 
who,  flickered  under  great  examples,  negligently  or  ignorantly 
performed  the  fervice  required  of  them,  might  be  rouzed  to  ^ 
ienfe  of  their  duty  or  infufficiency,  and  either  acquire  fuch  ta- 
lents as  were  beneficial  to  the  public,  or  decline  the  weight  of  a 
command  too  heavy  for  their  abilities. 

This  torrent  of  popular  cenfure,  which  on  another  occafioii 
would  have  burft  forth  with  irrefiftible  fury,  was  efle£lually 
checked  by  two  circumftances,  extremely  honourable  to  the  ad- 
miral. His  candid,  open,  iiberal  behaviour  iiad  endeared  hi  in 
p)  the  great  body  of  Britifli  feamen,  who  loved  his  manners,  and 
refpefled  his  courage.  He  was  known  to  have  little  conne£tio^ 
with  the  prefent  mtniftry,  and  efpecially  to  be  no  favourite  wit l^ 
the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty.  This  was  fufiicient  to  occafioii 
a  fufpicion  that  the  minifters  in  general  heartily  concurred  in 
the  accufation,  partly  to  divert  the  public  from  melancholy  re- 
^.eftions  on  our  prefent  deplorable  condition,  and  partly  to  fliare 
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A.  D.  with  others  the  blame  which  mnft  otherwife  have  lam  mrircly 
'  77**  on  their  own  (houlders.  It  was  known  that  almeft  every  oficct 
intruded  with  a  principal  command  had  fallen  under  their  dif- 
pleafare ;  and  although  errofSi  doabtlefs,  mufthsTC  been  com- 
mitted  by  our  commanders  in  the  courie  of  the  war,  yet  a  re* 
peated  feries  of  calamity  could  only  be  occafioned  by  an  error 
at  head-quarters,  a  defc£i  of  preparattoni  a  want  of  vigour, 
ikilly  or  integrity^n  thofe  who  fitted  out,  planned,  and  dircAed 
our  naval  and  military  expeditions. . 

The  caufe  and   reputation  of  admiral  Keppel  were   ftill  for* 
thcr  fupported  by  a  memorial  presented  to  his  majefty  the  30th 
of  Decemberi  and  figned  by  the  firft  names  tn  the  Britifii  navy. 
*rhiB  paper,  drawn  up  in  the  form  of  a  petrtion,  contained,  in 
elegant  and  nervous  language,  a  fcvcrc  remonftrance  agalnft  the 
conduft  not  only  of  S^ir  Hugh  Pallifer,  but  of  the  lords  cf  the 
admiralty.     The  fubfcribing  admirals  reprefcnted  to  the  witiotn 
and  juftice  of  his  majefty,  that  Sir  Hugh  PalKfcr  had  vmbbeld 
the  accufation  againft  his  commander  in  chief,  from  the  twen* 
ty-fcveuth  day  of  July  to  the  ninth  of  December;  that  the  a- 
vowed   n\ptivc  of  the  accufation  was  to  recriminate  againft 
charges  conjefturcd  by  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  bat  which  in  faft 
were  never  made;  that  the  commiflioners  of  the  admiralty  whh^ 
out  coniidering  thefe  circumftances,  or  giving  any  previons  no- 
tice to  the  party  accufed,  had,  on  the  fame  day  on  which  the 
charge  was  prcferrect,  intimated  their  intention  that  a  conrt- 
rnartial  fhould  be  held  on  him,  after  forty  years  of  meritorious 
fcrvice,.  in  which  the  glory  of  the  Britifh  flag  had  been  main* 
t^iinrd  and  incrcafeci  in  various  parts  of  the  world.    The  confe- 
qTiC!iccs  of  fuch  meafures  are  rcprefenred  as  dangerous  to  the 
honour  of  his  majcfty's  officers,  fubverfivc  of  the  discipline  of 
the  navy,  and  dcftruftive  to  the  public  order  of  fociety  •. 

This  memorial  occafiorwd  no  alteration  in  the  meafures 
adopted  by  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  who  iflbed  their  ordera 
to  Sir  Thomas  Pye,  admiral  of  the  white  fquadron  of  hia  ma- 
jcfty's  fleet,  to  hold  a  court-martial  at  Fortfmouth,  the  7th  of 
January,  for  the  trial  of  admiral  Keppel.    The  court  accord- 

•  Sc  Appcne^lx,  N«.  XVIir. 
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fngljr  was  aflemUedi  on  the  day  appointed,  with  the  ufual  for-  A.  D. 
malities,  and  continued,  by  feverarl  adjoarnments,  till  the  nth  1779* 
of  Februaij.     tn  the  coiirie  of  the  evidence  brought  by  the 
prolecutor,  no  one  faQ  was  proved  that  could  give  the  fmalleft 
fapport  to  a  (ingle  article  in  the  charge.     Admiral  Keppel,  be- 
fore bringing  forvrard  his  wirnefTeSi  made  a  particular  reply  to 
the  Farious  accufations  of  his  advcrfary  ;  and  in  this  reply  fome 
circomfiances  are  incidentally  mentionedi  which  place  theadmi- 
tiiftration  of  the  marine  department  in  the  fame  light  in  which 
it  muft  already  have  appeared  to  every  one  who  confiders  with 
attention  the  naval  hiftory  of  the  preftnt  period.     In  the  month 
•of  March  1 778,  the  admiral  was  told  that  a  fleet  lay  ready  for 
him  to  command.  Having  reached  Portfmouth,  he  faw  but  fix 
ihips  ready,  and  «<  on  viewing  even  thofe  with  a  feamsin's  eye, 
•<  he  was  not  by  any  mean's  pleafcd  with*  their  condition."    On 
the  30th  of  Jane  he  failed  with  twenty  fhips  of  the  line.  Thir- 
ty-two Slips  of  the  line  lajr  in  Bred  water,  befides  an  incredible 
nnmber  of  frigates.  *<  Was  I  to  feek  an  engagement,"   fays  the 
admiral,  *<  with  a  fupcrior  force  ?  I  never  did,  nor  fhall  I  ever 
**  fear  to  engage  a  force  fuperior  to  the  one  I  then  command- 
*'  ed,  or  that  1  may  herfeaftcr  command.     But  I  well  know 
«  what  men  and  (hips  can  do,  and  if  the  fleet  I  commanded 
•«  had  been  deftroyed,  we  muft  have  left  the  French  mafters  of 
«  the  fea.     To  refit  a  fleet  reiquircs  time.     From  the  fiiuation 
««  of  affairs,  naval   ftores  are  not  very  foon  fupplicd.     Never 
<«  did  I  experience  fo  deep  a  melancholy  as  when  I  found  my- 
«•  fclf  forced  to  tpm  my  back  on  Trance !  I  quitted  my  fta- 
**  tion,  and  courage  was  never  put  to  fo  fcvere  a  trial.*' 

The  admiral  was  permitted  to  fail  a  fecond  time,  without  re- 
ceiving official  praife  or  blame  for  the  part  which  he  had  aftcd. 
Having  taken  two  French  frigates,  he  was  fearful  that  a  war 
with  France,  and  all  its  confequenccs,  might  be  laid  to  his 
charge.  '«  This,"  he  fays,  "  for  any  thing  I  can  tell,  may  be 
«*  treafured  up  to  furnilh  angther  matter  for  future  accu(iuion." 
He  was  furprifcd,  on  his  return,  to  be  threatened  with  the  fate 
of  admiral  Byng,  and  ftill  more  furprifcd  to  be  charged  with 
cowardice.  "  I  am  exceedingly  forry  that  the  admiralty  have 
"  rcfufcd  me  the  liberty  of  producing  my  ir.ftruclions.     in  all 
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A*  D.  <'  former  courts-martial  the  inftniftions  and  orders  ha^e  bee< 
1 779.  ic  fern  with  the  charge  to  the  members  of  the  court.  Altfaoogh 
'<  CD  the  27th  of  July  I  fought  and  beat  my  enemy^  and  Goaa- 
*<  pclled  bim  to  take  ihclter  by  returning  into  port,  yet  the  ef- 
<<  fort  did  by  no  means  anfwcr  my  withes.  I  nxflied  on  to  re- 
<<  attack  the  enemy ;  and  why  I  did  not  accomplilh  my  dc- 
*^  fign  will  be  fecn  in*  the  evidence  which  I  (hall  produce." 

When  the  admiral's  witncfies  were  examined^  it   appeared^ 
(hat  if  he  bad  waited  for  formiog  the  line  of  battle,  and  had  no( 
fmrnediately  taken  advantage  of  a  change  of  wind  to  doie  witb 
the  enemy,  there  could  have  been  no  engagement  on  the  aytii 
of  July.     It  was  proved,  that,  having  pafled  the  French  fleet, 
be  wore  fliip  in  order  to  renew  the  engagement  as  foon  as  it 
was  proper  \  as  he  could  not  have  done  it  fooner,  had  the  fiate 
of  his  own  (hip  admitted  of  it,  without  throwing  the  (hips 
aftern  into  the  greatcft  confufion.  The  Engli(h  fieet  at  no  limtf 
exhibited  any  ligns  of  flying  from  the  enemy;  when  the  French 
after  the  engagement  edged   away,  and  made  for  fome  of  our 
difabled  fliips,  it  was  neceflary  to  wear  again>  in  order  to  pre* 
vent  thofe  iliips  from  falling  into  their  hands.  The  three  French 
ihips  which  were  feen  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  July, 
could  not  have  been  purfued  with  the  fmalleft  profpeft  of  fuc- 
ccfs  *.  Thofe  faAsy  which  entirely  defiroycd  the  charge  againft 
admiral  Keppel,   were  eftabliOied   by  the  witneilcs  on  both 
Yides.     The  evidence  brought  by  the  admiral,  and  particularly 
theteilimony  of  admiral  Campbell,  Sir  John  Lindfay,  and  cap* 
tain  Jarvis,   proved,  that  the  reafon  why  the  Britifli  fleet  did 
hot  re-attack  the  French,  was  the  difobedience  of  Sir  Hugh 
'       Fallifer,  vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  who  difregarded  the  admi-r 
ral's  fignal  for  forming  the  line,  which  continued   flying  from 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  till  the  evening.     The  court, 
having  heard  the  profccutor's  evidence,  and  the  prifoncr's  de- 
fence, unaniaicufly  proceeded  to  give  ientenceon  the   nth  of 
February  in  the  following  terms  :  '*  That  it  is  their  opinion  the 
«  charge  againil  admiral   Keppel  is   malicious  and  ill-found- 
<(  ed,  it  having  appeared,  that  the  faid  admiral,  fo  far  from 

*  See  admiral  K^ppel^  defence  at  Ur|e  in  the  Append:*,  N^  XIX. 
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<«  having  by  mifconduft  and  neglefl  of  duty,  on  the  days  there-  A.  D* 
«•  in  alluded  to,  loft  an  opportunity  of  rendering  eflcntial  fer-  ^77y« 
«(  vice  to  the  (late,  and  thereby  tamiflied  the  honour  of  the 
<«  Britifli  navy,  behaved  as  became  a  judicious,  brave,  and  ex- 
<*  perienced  officer."  The  preiident  then  delivered  him  his 
fword,  congratulating  him  on  its  being  reftored  with  fo  much 
honour,  and  hoping  ere  long  he  would  be  called  forth  by  his 
fovereign  to  draw  it  again  in  the  fervice  of  his  country*. 

Thus  ended  this  celebrated  trial,  from  which  the  public  were 
led  to  form  a  very  difiisrent  opinion  of  the  a£tion  of  the  27th 
of  July,  from  that  which  naturally  prefented  itfelf  on  reading 
the  a(hniral's  public  letter  to  the  commiffioners  of  the  marine 
department.  This  letter,  though  it  contained  nothing  direftly 
in  oppofition  to  truth,  (unlefs  the  general  panegyric  beftowed  on 
the  fpiritcd  condudl  of  Sir  Robert  Harland,  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer, 
and  the  captains  of  the  fleet,  be  fuppofed  to  imply  an  acquittal 
of  every  individual  from  the  crime  of  difobedience),  yet,  by 
concealing  part  of  the  truth,  tended  to  miflead  the  judgment 
of  the  public,  and  to  give  them  both  an  inadequate  an4  erro- 
neous idea  of  the  a£lion.  It  feemcd  from  the  letter  f,  that  the 
admiral  could  have  attacked  the  French  fleet  a  fecond  time  that 
afternoon  while  they  were  forming  the  line  of  battle ;  but  it 
appeared  from  the  evidence,  that  this  could  not  have  been  done, 
nor  the  engagement  renewed  at  any  time  that  day,  without 
giving  an  evident  advantage  to  the  enemy,  as  Sir  Hugh  Palli- 
fer's  not  coming  into  the  admiral's  wake  agreeably  to  flgnal, 
left  the  Britifli  fleet  throughout  the  whole  afternoon  greatly  in* 
fcrior  to  that  of  France. 

When  the  voice  of  party  fpirit  flaall  be  heard  no  more,  the  im* 
partial  voice  of  hiflory  will  aflc  admiral  Keppel,  why  he  did  not 
make  the  particular  flgnal  for  each  fliip  in  the  blue  diviGon  ic* 
parately  to  come  into  his  wake,  when  he  faw  Sir  Hugh  Pallifcr 
refufing  to  obey  his  flgnal  ?  By  this  means  the    engagement 

*  A  few  ^ayt  afCff  admiral  KeppePt  acquittal  both  houfes  of  parlumenc 
agreed  una*  Icroufly  in  a  vote  of  thank«  for  h  s  gsiUnt  behaviour  on  the  a7th  of  Ju- 
ly. That  of  the  lordi  was  fent  by  the  lord  chancel'or,  and  that  of  the  commons 
dciiscred  to  the  admiral  i.i  hit  place  by  the  fpeaker.  The  city  of  Lon<loA  and  "Weft 
rodia  merchaMs  foUmed  ehif  example. 
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A.  D.  might  have  been  renewed,  though  the  Formidable  had  conti- 
J  779-  nwcd  in  difobedicnce.     However  delicate  a  poiot  it  might  be  to 
criminate  an  officer  who  had  behaved  braveljTt  T^t  it  will   be  al- 
lowed, that  every  degree  of  delicacy  ought  to  have  given  place 
to  the  duty  Mr.  Keppcl  owed  his   country.     The  letter  written 
after  the  a£kion,  inferted  in  the  London  Gazette,  will  be  a  f«^ 
ficieot  warning  to  future  commanders,  not  to  beftow  praife  if 
they  think  cenfare  is  due.     But  if,  on  the  one  handi  adnkal 
Keppel  was  blameaUe  in  fome  [>articolars.  Sir  Hugh  PaQifcr 
fcems  to  have  been  culpable  on  the  other,     tf  the  Formidable 
was  fe  much  crippled  as  was  reprefented,  why  did  not  the  vice- 
admiral  fliift  hb  flag  on  board  fome  other  fhlp  of  his  divifion  ? 
This,  it  might  have  been  cxpedled,  would  have  naturaBy  oc* 
curred  to  fo  brave  a  man  as  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer.     It  is  to  beffeo- 
ped,  however,  that  when  this  officer  is  brought  to  a  trial  *,  he 
will  be  able  to  explain  his  coikIuA  ;  and  that  his  not  doii^  what 
he  was  ordered  to  do  will  appear  to  have  arxfen  from   (boae  nn- 
known  cireum dances,  inferring  at  moft  an  error  in  judgnent, 
without  any  malignant  purpdfe  agalnft  his  commander,  Hr  in* 
tention  of  tarnifhing  the  naval  honour  of  this  kingdomf. 

*  sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  a-,  out  «  fortnight  after  tbe  trial,  refigned  his  cfflploymenti 
of  lieUtrnant-^eneral  of  tbe  mznt)ti,  one  of  the  lords  of  tbe  admiralty,  an4  ^* 
'Ye/nor  of  Scatborcugh-Ciinir  J  he  »\{-4  v.cated  his  (eai  in  parliamcrt,  aad  rruiM 
nothirgVuc  hti  rank  ai  tice  timitA  of  the  bl«e«  Sir  Hagb  wat  cried  bv  a  cmutu 
martial  in  April  I779>  ^  orders  from  th«  baard  of  admiralty,  and  acquitted. — 
K.z:  year  be  was,  on  the  death  of  Sir  Ciiailes  Ftar-iy,  prooiotid  to  the  govcrMlieat 
of  G:c  nwich  Hofpital. 

t  Tbe  rcduaion  of  the  French  Iflind  of  St,  Lvcia  in  the  Weft  lodieK  took  yba 
in  tbe  month  cf  Drcema^rr,  1778 ;  no  ad«ice  was  received  in  England  of  this  evcat 
till  March  following,  which  was  too  late  for  its  being  inferted  in  chis  work.  This 
omiflios  is  now  fopplird  in  the  Ap pendii,  (N**.  XXIK)  by  an  icDont  cif  that  im* 
poranl  cTcn-,  at  tranfmhtcd  to  ih<  admiralty  by  the  honottrabte  rear  aMiiral  Bav- 
MsS^o^>  *ho  bad  ihe  honour  of  cofliioaodipg  hii  mrjeny's  fliifs  00  lh»t  etpcditm. 
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Sailing  and  Fighting  Instructions  given  u  th(  Fleet 
on  their  failing  from  Jamaica^  by  Edward  Vernon^  Efq;  Vice- 
Admiral  of  the  Blue^  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  his  Ma-*^ 
jeftfsfhips  and  veffels  in  the  Wefl  Indies. 

LINE    OF    BATTLE. 


THE  Princefs  Amelia  to  lead  with  the  ftarboard,  and  the 
Suffolk  with  the  larboard  tacks  on  board.  But  if -I 
ihall  find  it  necriTary,  from  the  different  motions  of  the  enemyt 
to  change  our  order  of  battle,  to  have  thofe,  who  are  now  ap- 
pointed to  lead  on  the  (larboard  tack,  to  continue  to  lead  the 
fleet  on  the  larboard  tack  on  our  going  about ;  or  thofe  now  to 
lead  on  the  larboard  tack,  on  the  contrary  to  do  the  fame,  as 
the  exigency  of  the  ferfice  may  require;  I  will,  with  my  fignal 
for  tacking,  hoift  a  Dutch  jack  on  the  flag-ilaff,  under  the 
Union-flag,  the  ufual  (Ignal  for  tacking,  when  th^  are  to  cq9- 
^ioue  to  leadthe  fleet  on  their  rcfpe£live  tacks  accordingly. 


Rear-Admiral  of  the  Blue^  S/r  Chaloner  Ogle. 


Frigates, 

Experiment. 
Sheernefs. 
Vcfuvius,  fire- /hip. 
Terrible,  bomb. 
Phaeton. 
Goodly. 


Ships  of  the  Line,      Commanders. 
Princefs  Amelia,  Capt.  Hemington, 


Windfor, 

York, 

Norfolk, 

Ruflel^the  admiral,) 

Shrcwfbury, 

Rippon, 

Litchfield, 

Jerfcy, 

Tilbury, 


Berkley, 

Coates, 

Graves, 

Norris, 

Townfend, 

JoUey, 

Cleveland, 

j^awrence, 

Long, 


Guns. 
80 
60 
60 
80 
80 
80 
^o 

SO 
60 
60 

Vu-e- 
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Vice^Adntiral  of  the  Blue,  Vernon. 


Frigates. 
Squirrel. 
Shoreham. 
Eleanor* 
Seahorfe. 
Strombolp. 
Siiccefs. 
Vulcan. 
Cumberland. 
Alderncy  Bomb. 
Pompcy. 
Brig  Tender. 


hips  of  the  Line.      Commanders.  Guns. 
Orford,               Capt.  L  Aug.Fitzroy,      70 

Princefs  Louifa^            Staplctony  60 

Augufta,                        Dcnniibn,  60 

Worccftcr,                     Perry  Mayne^  69 

Cbichefteri                   Robt.  Trevor^  80 

Pr.  Caroline,  (admiral),  Watibn,  80 

Torbay,                         Gafcoigne,  So 

Strafford,                      Thos.  Trevor,  60 

Weymouth,                  Knowlcs,  60 

Deptford,                     Moftyn,  60 

Burford,                       Griffin^  70 


Commodore  LesTOCkV  Divilion^ 

Defiance,  Jn^.  Trevor,  60 

Dunkirk,  Cooper,  60 

Aftrca.  Lyon,  Cottcrel,  60 

Wolf  Sloop.  Prince  Frederick,  L.  A.  Beauclerc,      70 

^tna.  Boyne,  (commodore),  Colby,  80 

Firebrand.  Hampton  Court,  Dent,  70 

Virgin  Queen.  Falmoutb,  Douglas,  50 

Montague,  Chambers,  60 

Suffolk,  Davcrs,  70 

Signals. 

When  the  admiral  would  fpeak  with  the  captain  of  any  (hip 
under^mentioned,  he  will  raife  a  pendant,  as  againft  the  fhip's 
name,  and  of  the  colour  fet  above  it ;  if  a  lieutenant,  the  fame 
iignal  with  a  weft  of  the  enfign )  and  if  a  boat  without  an  offi* 
cer,  the  weft  will  be  hoifted  but  half^-ftaff*  up. 

Memorandum :  When  I  would  have  any  of  the  fire-(hips» 
bombs,  or  tenders,  taken  in  toW|  at  the  fame  time  that  I  make 
the  (Tgnal  for  the  (hip  that  is  to  tow,  and  for  the  (hip  that  is  to 
be  towed,  I  will  hoift  up  a  flag,  blue  and  white,  at  the  flag-ftaff' 
of  the  main  top-maft  head. 


IbTo^t 
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Korfolk 

Worceftcr 

TTilbury 

Wmdfor 

Biirford 

fihoreham 
Hanptn  Coart 
JLUcbficId 
Experiment 
6ea  Uotfe 
Aftrea 


WhiU. 
Prf's.  ^melU 
Staffblk 
LyoQ 
Squirrel 
9tk,  Louifa 
•Pr.  Frederick 
dtford 
Aogiifta 
Dankirk 
Lodl.  Cfiftle 
Rtp^on 
Sheernefs  - 


B/tff. 
Cbicheaer 
Shrewibury 
Defiance 
Torbay 
Falmoack 
dtra/Tord 
Weyonoilth 
Frfi.  Carailoe 
Jcrfey 
Dcpif©rd:' 
York 
Ruilel 


Terrible 

Eleanor 

^tna 

Firebrand 

VeAiviaa 

Phsicton 

Scrombblo 

^uecefs      .   . 

Vulcah 

Combei'Iand 

Aldcrney 

Brig.  Tender 

Virjein  Queen 

^ompey 


Mizen   5     ^'^-'^• 
5/tfr^.  7  Man  topftil 
^rh,  \  jiard  atm. 
f!tarh.  7  Fere  fpfaii 
Larh.  }    iard  arm. 
Starh.  ")  Mizen  top/ail 
Larh.  j    wi-arm^   « 

Starh.  \Forejdrd*    . 
I.jr^.  J    arm. 
Starh.  >Cr9fsjack 
Larh.  J  yard  arm. 


When  the  Ihips  afc  in  line  of  battle^  the  frigates^  fire^fliipsj 
bombs  and  tenders  are  to  keep  otl  the  oppoGce  fide  of  the  ebe- 
iny.  Whep  I  make  the  fignal,  in  line  of  battle,  for  the  van  6f 
the  fleet  to  tack  firfl,  in  order  to  gain  the  windward  of  the  ene- 
my then  each  (hip  is  to  tack  in  the  headmoll  (hip^s' wake^  foir 
lofing  no  ground.  For  aU  other  fignals  tbey^are  referred  to  the 
geDelral  printed  failing  and  fighting  inftrudionsj  aUd  fuoh  other 
additional  inftru^ons  as  you  receive  from  me« 

VHRNON, 
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at. 
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{^HlPS  in  COUirissiON  in  the' year  iT^l. 

First  Ratbs,  \oo  guns. 
ftoyal  George,  Captain  Allen. 

Royal  Sovereign,  Faulkener. 

Viaory,.  Falkland-' 


Mo.  If. 


&BC6M1>  Rates,  go  guns. 

Dube, 

Commodore  Brown.- 

St.  George; 

Captain  t)ilke8. 

Marlborough^ 

Clinton. 

Neptune, 

Whorwood. 

Sandwich, 

Mead. 

1 

faiBD  RitBt,  9o 

guHl. 

l^rinceft  Amelia, 

.    Captain  Hemmingtom^ 

Boyne, 

Leftock. 

Prineefs  Caroline, 

Griflin. 

Chichefter, 

TrcTor. 

Cumberland^ 

Steuart. 

Lancafter,'    ^ 

Coyley. 

Norfolk, 

Graves. 

Ruflel, 

Norris. 

ShrewfBuryv 

TownfcndL 

Somerfet, 

Barnefley. 

Torbay, 

^d  guns. 

6afcoignc.> 

Burfor^tf, 

Captain  Watfon. 

Buckingham, 

Young. 

Prince  Frederick, 

Lord  A.  Beattcler& 

Grafton, 

Rycauk. 

Elizabeth, 

Burcle. 

Eflex, 

Robinibtiv 

Hampton  Court,- 

Dent. 

Ipfwich, 

. 

Martin. 

Kent, 

Mitchcl. 
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Lcnox» 

Commodore  Mayoe 

Naflau^ 

f  aptain  Af  edley. 

Prmce  of  OraDge;^ 

Ofbornc. 

NorwAphy 

Herbert.              .    v 

Orforcl, 

Lord  Auguftus  FUzrcgr. 

^uffolk^ 

Davies, 

TounTH  Ratbs^  ioguns. 

Augufla, 

Captaii 

1  Dennifon. 

Centurion^ 

Anfon. 

Dragon, 

JBarnard. 

•Dcptford, 

•  Moftjrn. 

Dunkirk^ 

Cooper. 

Jcrfey, 

Laurence. 

Kingfton, 

Richard  Norfk. 

Princefs  LovtiB^ 

Stapletop. 

Lion, 

Cotterel. 

'Montague, 

X^h^imbers. 

Tcmbrokct 

Xee. 

Plymoutl^,    . 

Sir  R.Butlei:. 

Rupert, 

Amljrofe. 

RipfKHi. 

Jolly. 

.Sunderlan4« 

Byng. 

Strafford, 

Trevor. 

Superb, 

Herxgr. 

Tilbury, 

Long. 

Windfo.n, 

Berkeley. 

Warwick, 

Toller. 

Worccftcr^ 

P.  Mayne. 

York, 

Cotes. 

JO  ^uns. 

• 

Afliftance, 

Captait 

I  Cleltnd. 

St,  ,AlbanS| 

Vincent. 

Argyle, 

Lingen. 

Briftol, 

Young. 

Chatham^ 

Strange. 

Colchcfter, 

Sir  W.  Hewic 

^Chftftqr, 

"  Slaughter.        \ 

3L« 


Ja^Oand, 


4^ 


A^ptifi>tit. 


ifo.lL 


Falkland, 

Ollphant.  * 

Falmouth, 

Pouglas.  • 

Glouccfter, 

Michd. 

Gucrnfcf, 

John  Forbes. 

Lhchfiekf, 

Elnowles* 

Kewcaftkj^ 

Fox. 

Orford, 

Rufla, 

Portland^ 

Hawes^ 

Panther, 

Cotes-     • 

Ruby, 

Frogmdre, 

Romney, 

Smith. 

Rochcftcr^ 

Allen. 

Salifbury^ 

p.  Olbomc, 

Severn  f 

Lcgge, 

Tiger, 

Forbes. 

WinchcQcr, 

Uoj<ir 

FiFTil 

Rates, 

40  guns.     • 

Anglcfca^^ 

pptain  Reddifli. 

Dover, 

BurriflH 

Elthamj' 

Smith. 

Hcaor, 

Sir  Y.  PeytotL 

Lark, 

Lord  G.  Graham. 

Liverpool, 

Lord  BanS: 

Mary  Galley, 

John  DureQ. 

Pearl, 

Kidd. 

Roebuck, 

Crawford. 

South-Sea  Caftle^ 

Cuzack. 

Torrington, 

Knighs. 

SlXT» 

Rates, 

20  fUfiS. 

Alborough, 

Capt 

ain  Pocock. 

Blandford, 

Burriflr. 

Biddeford, 

Lord  Forrefter. 

Bridgewater, 

Pet. 

Deal-Caftlc, 

Weft. 

Durfley  Galley, 

T.  Smi*. 

Dolphin, 

Holbourne. 

>T9.n. 
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Experiment, 

Flamborougb, 

Fox, 

Renton. 

Pcyce. 

Mafters. 

Gibraltar, 

W.  Purvk.  ^ 

Greyhound^ 
Garland, 

Balchen. 
WaCibn. 

Kennington, 
IjOwefta£Pe, 

Peyton. 
Srummond. 

Lyme, 

Lord  Mt.  Bertie. 

Lively, 
Phoenix, 

Swayfland. 
Fanfliawe. 

PortmaboHy 
Rofc, 

Pawkt. 
Frankland. 

Rye, 
SeahorTe, 

Lofliington. 
Limeburner. 

Shorebam, 

Bofcawen. 

Squirrel, 
Sheemeis, 
Succefs, 
Scarbprottjgh, 
Tartar  Pink, 

Warren. 
R.  Maynard. 
Thompfon* 
Lifle. 
Townfliend. 

Winchelfca, 

Wager, 
Royal  CaroUnci 

laiepe. 

Sit  Charles  Hardy. 

Firc-fliips,                   J  6        •  Store-Ihips,                 j 
])ombfloop9s                 6            Yacbts,                        6 
{iloops^                       ^5            Smacks  and  Tenders,  4 1 
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BeitisitFlbbt  in  the  Miiiterranean^  in  the  year  1743- 
VAN.     Rt^r^aimral  Row  let. 


Frigates^ 

tsTc. 

Ships  of  the  line* 

Commanders.          Gum. 

Stirling  Caftle, 

Cap«  Cooper, 

70 

Warwick, 

Weft, 

60 

Oxford. 

Naflau, 

Lloyd, 

70 

Fcvcrlham, 

Cambridge, 

Dnimmond^ 

So 

Wlachelfca. 

Barfleur  (admiral). 

Se  Langley 

90 

Prlnccfs  Caroliue, 

0(borne, 

80 

Berwick, 

Hawkc, 

70 

Chichefter, 

Dilkes^ 

8a 

Kingfton, 

Lover, 

6o 

CEMTER.    -rfJw>«/ Mathemts. 

Dragon, 

Cap^  Watfon, 

<o 

Bedford, 

Townfend, 

70 

Gocmfcy. 

Prlncefla, 

Pit, 

74 

Chatham. 

Norfolk, 

Forites, 

80 

Salilbory. 

• 

Ntimure  (admiral,) 

Ruflel, 

90 

DurOcy  Galley. 

Marlborough, 

■   Cornwall, 

90 

Ann  Galley 

• 

Dorfetfliirc, 

Burrifh,    , 

80 

Effcx, 

Norrw, 

70 

Rupert, 

Ambrofe, 

«o 

Royal  Oak, 

WiUiamj, 

70 

REAR.     Fice-admiral  Lestock. 

Dunkirk, 

Cap'  Purvis, 

6a 

Somerfet, 

Slaughter, 

80 

Nonfuch. 

Torbay, 

Gafcoigne, 

70 

Romney. 

Neptune  (admiral), 

Stepney, 

90 

Diamond. 

Ruffcl, 

Long, 

83 

Mercury  fire-fliip. 

Buckingham, 

Towrcy, 

70 

Boyne, 

Frogmore, 

So 

Elifabcth, 

Lingeo, 

70 

Revenge, 

Berkeley, 

7® 

COM, 

Ko.  ttL 


A   P   f*   £   N    I)   t    X: 
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FrigattSm 


COMBINED    FLEET. 
Van.    French. 
Commodore  G a  6  ar s  T. 
Zbips  of  the  Line.     Commanders.         Guns. 
Le  Diamante        *    MonCdeMafliey      50 


Le  Touloufey 

d'Aftrour, 

60 

Lc  Serieuz^ 

<ic  Chylus, 

64 

JL'AttaUntc. 

UEclc, 

dc  Gravicr, 

<J4 

Lc  Flore. 

L'£fperance»  (camm'*).     Cabaret^ 

74 

Le  St.  Efprit^ 

dc  Piofin, 

74 

Lc  Borci, 

dc  Marquifc, 

64 

IrAguiloo,. 

dc  Vandrcttil 

>l^ 

CENTER.    French. 

Admiral  DS  CouRT. 

Le  Tigre, 

MonC  dc  Sanrin, 

S« 

Lc  Triilcnt, 

dc  Caylus, 

64 

"Lt  Due  d'Orleans, 

d'Orvcy, 

74 

Lc  Zcphire. 

tt  Terrible,  (adm«),       dc  Court, 

74 

J^  Volsa. 

Lc  Fcrmc, 

dc  Scrgue, 

74 

Lc  Solidc, 

dc  Chateauneuf,  64 

Le  Leopard^ 

dc  Galifet, 

64 

L'Aldon, 

dc  Laucc, 

S6 

HEAR.    Sfan 

ISH. 

Admiral  Navarro. 

Lc  Superbc, 

Juaa  Valde2, 

60 

Lc  Poder, 

Rodriguez, 

60 

Lc  S.  Fernando, 

dc  la  Viga, 

60 

Two  yrigatce. 

Lc  Conftant, 

dc  Tortuga, 

19 

Llfabcna, 

Fe£tathouj, 

76 

Le  R.  Infanta^ 

Adm»  Navarro, 

114 

Lc  Kercule, 

Cofm.  d'Alvarcz, 

70 

L'Amcriquc, 

Fran.  Patrouchi, 

7a 

Lc  Neptune, 

Hen.  OlivareZy 

60 

L'Orient^ 

Joach.  dc  Villena, 

60 

Lc  Brillant, 

Blaife  dc  la  Barrera 

,60 

Lc  Retiro, 

Juan  Spuriane, 

54 

N^ 

1^  AF^SNt^ir  Ko.t^< 

"No.  IV.    (P.  77.) 

Admiral  BtMC's  InftruSkns  from  the  Lords  rf  the  AAmraltj^ 

Whbiibas  the  King's  pletfinre  has  been  iignified  to  as  bf 
Mr.  Fox,  one  of  his  roajefty's  principal  fecretaries  of  ftate» 
that,  opott  cottfideration  of  the  Jereral  advkes  which  have  been 
received  relating  to  the  fuppofed  intention  of  the  French  to  at* 
tack  the  illand  of  Minorca,  a  fqoadron  of  ten  fliips  of  the  line 
tk)  forthwith  fail  for  the  Mediterranean,  nnder  your  comniand : 
«nd  whereas  we  have  appointed  the  ihips  named  in  the  mar^a 
far  this  fervice,  you  are  hereby  required  and  directed  immedi^ 
ately  to  put  to  fea  with  fuch  of  them  as  are  ready,  (leaving  or- 
ders  for  the  reft  to  follow  you  as  foon  as  polIiUe),  and  proceed 
with  the  utmoft  expedition  to  Gibraltar.  Upon  yoor  arrival 
there,  70U  are  to  inquire  whether  any  French  fquadroa  is  come 
through  the  Streigbts ;  and  if  there  is,  to  inform  yourfeif,  as 
well  as  poifible,  of  their  number  and  £orce,  and  if  any  of  ihcm 
^rere  trarifports.  And  as  it  is  probabk^  they  may  be  detained 
for  North  America,  and  as  his  majeAy's  (hips,  named  in  the 
margin,  arc  either  at,  or  going  to  Halifax,  and  are  to  cruize  cS 
X*oui(bourg'and  the  mouth  of  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  you 
are  immediately  to  take  the  foldiers  out  of  fo  many  (hips  of 
your  fquadron,  as,  together  with  the  flilps  at,  and  going  to  Ha* 
lifaz,  will  'make  a  force  fuperior  to  the  French  fquadron,  (re- 
placing them  with  landmen  or  ordinary  feamen  from  your  od>er 
Ihips).  and  then  detach  them  under  the  command  of  rear-admi* 
ral  Weft,  dircSing  him  to  make  the  beft  of  his  way  off  Louiil 
bourg;  and  taking  the  aforc-menlioncd  (hips,  which  he  may  ex- 
fz&  to  find  there,  under  his  command^  to  cruize  oflT  the  laid 
place,  and  the  entrance  of  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  j  and  ofe 
his  utmoft  endeavours  to  intercept  and  feize  the  aforefaid  French 
Ihips,  or  any  other  fhips  belonging  to  tlie  French,  that  may  be 
tound  to,  or  returning  from  that  part  of  North  America.   • 

If,  upon  your  arrival  at  Gibraltar,  you  fhall  not  gain  intelli- 
gence of  a  French  fquadron  having  paiTed  the  Streigbts ;  yon 
arc  then  to  go  on  without  a  mbment's  lofs  of  time  to  Minorca : 
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oFi  if  in  confeqQcnce  of  fuch  intelligence  you  fhall  detach  rear.^ 
admiral  Weft,  as  before  direded,  you  ai^e  to  ufe  eqnal  expedx* 
tion  in  repairing  thither  with  the  (hips  which  fhall  remain  with  ' 
yon  \  ahd  if  you  find  any  attack  made  upon  that  ifland  by  ihe 
French,  you  are  to  uie  all  poflibie  means  in  your  power  for  its 
relief.  If  yon  find  no  fuch  attack  made,  yon  are  to  proceed  ofi^ 
Toulon>  and  ftation  your  fquadron  !h  the  heft  manner  you  (hall 
be  able  for  preventing  any  ihip's  getting  ont  of  that  port ;  or  for 
intercepting  and  feizing  any  that  may  get  out ;  and  you  are  to 
exert  the  utmoft  vigilance  therein)  and  in  proteQing*  Minorca 
and  Gibraltar  from  any  hoftile  attempts. 

You  are  alfb  to  be  vigilant  for  protediug  the  trade  of  his  ma« 
jeft/s  fubjefb  from  being  molefted,  either  by  the  Trench  or  by 
cruizets  from  Morocco,  or  any  other  of  the  Barbary  dates  ; 
and  for  that  pui'pofe  to  appoint  proper  convoys  and  cruizers. 

Too  are  likewife  to  be  as  attentive  as  poflible  to  the  interce[)- 
f  ing  and  feizing  as  well  fhips  of  war  and  privateers  as  merchant 
Ihips  belonging  tO  the  French,  wherever  they  may  be  met  with^ 
'within  the  limits  of  your  command.  But»  in  purfuance  of  the 
King's  order  in  council,  you  are  not  to  fuffer  any  of  irhe  (hips 
of  your  fquadroid  to  take  any  French  veflels  out  of  any  port  be- 
longing to  the  Ottoman  empire,  upon  any  pretence ;  nor  to  mo^ 
left,  detain,  or  imprifon,  the  perfons  of  any  of  the  fubje£b  of 
the  Ottoman  empire ;  and  aUb,  not  to  feize  and  detain  any 
-  French  fhip  or  vefTel  whatfbever,  which  they  (hall  meet  with  in 
the  Levant  feas,  bound  from  one  port  to  another  in  thofe  feas^ 
or  to  or  from  any  ports  of  Egypt,  having  any  effeds  of  Turks 
en  board. 

Upon  your  arrival  in  the  Mediterranean,  you  are  to  take  un« 
der  your  comound  his  majefVy*s  (hips  and  vcfTcls  named  in  the 
jnargia,  which  are  at  prefent  there. 

If  any  French  fhip  of  war  fhould  fail  from  Toulon  and  efcape' 
your  fquadron,  and  proceed  out  of  tlie  Mediterranean,  you  are 
forthwith  to  fend,  or  repair  yourfelf  to  England  with  a  propor- 
tionable part  of  the  fhips  under  your  command ;  obferving  that 
you  are  never  to  keep  more  fliips  in  the  Mediterranean  than  (hall 
be  neceflary  for  executing  the  fervice  recommended  to  you. 

To  enable  you  to  perform  the  above-mentioned  fervices,  you 
are  to  take  care  to  keep  the  fhips  and  vciTcls  under  your  com- 
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maad  in  conftant  good  coodicioni  and  to  hare  them  cleaned  as 
often- as  fhallbe  reqiiifite  for  that  porpofp. 
Mvch  30,         (Signed)      A/ifofif  VUlierSf  Rawlq^  B^fi:avfen, 
1 7^.  Bateman,  Edgtcombij  and  J.  ClcLuuL 
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8kUe  of  tht  Royal  Navy  of  Gnat  Britain  at  the  JMa\ 
agMnft  France^  in  the  year  1  ^^6^ 


^ 


Ftrft  rates,  100  girwj.Norfolk, 

Mon  months 

Ropl  Ann, 

Ru£S:L 

NafTau, 

Britannia, 

Northnmberland^ 

Royal  George, 

lAg^^ 

Royal  Oak,. 

Royal  Sovereign, 

Cnlloden, 

Orford, 

Royal  Wiliiam. 

Invincible, 

Frinceffii, 

Mbnarque, 

Revenge, 

Second  rates,  gpguns*  Terrible,: 

Stirling  Cafl^^. 

Blenheim, 

*  Torbay, 

Suffolk, 

]duke. 

Fougueo2& 

Somerfet, 

St.  Georgia' 

Vanguard,! 

Kamur, 

yo  guns. 

Tarmouth,} 

Prince, 

Bedford, 

Swiftfure, 

Ramilltes, 

Berwick, 

Magnanime^ 

Princeft  Royali- 

Biickinghamr 

Union 

Burford, 
Captain^ 

66gunr. 

Third  rates,  80  ^«/.Chichcftcr, 

Princefa  Aoieh'ay 

Barfleur, 

Dbrfctfhire,. 

Cumherland, 

Bbyne, 

Edinburgh^- 

Devonfliife,. 

Princeis  Carolme, 

Elifabeth, 

Lancafter. 

Cambridge, 

Bflcx, 

Cornwall, 

Prince  ?rcderici. 

<4  guns. 

Prince  George, 

Grafton, 

Marlborough, 

Hampton-Court, 

Ipfwich, 

Neptune, 

Kent, 

Intrepid, 

Newark, 

Lenox> 

Trident. 

Fnrdt 
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Fourth  raUt^  6a  j^i/nx.AIIiftancc^ 

CrowHj' 

St.  Albatfs, 

Antelopct 

JOiamond, 

Anfon, 

firiftol. 

Dover, 

Augufta, 

Centurioi^ 

Ekham, 

C^antcrbur^^ 

Chatham, 

Prince  EdwarcJ, 

Defianccj 

tColcheftcr, 

Expedition, 

Dragon^ 

Cheftcr, 

Enterprize, 

Dreadnought^ 

Deptford, 

Gofport, 

Sankirk> 

Falkland, 

Glory, 

Eagle, 

Falmouth^ 

Prince  Henry^ 

Exeter,  • 

Gloucefter, 

Humber, 

Greeawicli^ 

•Guernfey, 

Haftings, 

Jcrf<7f 

Hamptbir^ 

Heaoft 

Xingttor^  ' 

Jjarwich, 

Jafon, 

Lion, 

ifis. 

Kinfale^ 

Medway, 

Litchfield, 

.fjauncefton, 

Princeft  I^ouHa, 

I^eopard, 

JLudlow  CafUq,  . 

Princefs  Mary, 

Newca(U<v 

Xark, 

Prince  of  GTran^e, 

Nonfuch, 

JLiverpooj, 

Jilomagiie, 

Norwich^ 

Looe, 

Nottinghan^' 

Oxford, 

..Lynn, 

Pembroke;, 

Portland!, 

Mary  GaUft]^ 

Plymoutk, 

Preftooi 

Pearl, 

Rupert, 

Pantbei:, 

Penzance, 

Rippon, 

jlttt^, 

Pool, 

StraflFordj 

Aocbefter, 

Aainbow, 

.Suaderlaad, 

Saliibury, 

Roebuck^ 

Superbe, 

Severn, 

Romney, 

Tilbury^ 

Sutherlan4, 

Sapbire, 

Tiger, 

TaviftocV, 

South^ea  Caftle^ 

Vigilant 

Winchcfter. 

Thetis, 

Windfor, 

Torringtoi^ 

Weymouth, 

Fifth  rates,  44  £um 

•.  Woolwich- 

Worcefter, 

Adventure, 

York. 

America, 

Sifctb  ratei,   24  ^^nd 

Anglefea, 

20  gum. 

50  %uns. 

Ambufcade, 

Amazon, 

^dvice^ 

Chefterfield, 

Aldcmcy^ 

3W? 

.AWboroujIi, 

4^ 
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Aldboroogh^ 

Sea^Horfe, 

Jamsiica, 

Arundclt 

ShorehaxDy 

King's  Fiflier, 

Bellona^ 

Squirrel, 

Otter, 

^iddifordt 

Seaford, 

Peggy, 

Bofton, 

Sheemeft| 

Peregrine^ 

Bridgcwater^ 

pyren, 

Porcupine^ 

Blandfprd, 

Sphinx, 

Ranger, 

Centaar» 

Surprize, 

Ra^en, 

Deal  Caftle, 

Succefj, 

SaltaOi', 

DarOcy  Galley^ 

Scarborough, 

Savage, 

Dolphini 

Solebay, 

.    Scorpion, 

£xperiincnt| 

Tartar, 

Shark, 

Flambproughy 

Triton, 

Speedwell^ 

Towcy, 

Unicom, 

Swallon^ 

Fox, 

Winchclicr, 

Swan, 

Gibraltar,, 

Wager, 

Swift,' 

GrcjhoDrndjk 

{(oyal  Caroline. 

TVial, 

Qarland^ 

Viper,       ' 

Glafgow:, 

Bomis. 

Vulture, 

Grand  Turk, 

Firedrake, 

Wafp, 

Hind, 

Furnace, 

Wcazlc, 

inverncfs. 

pranado* 

Wolf.    ' 

Kcnningtonji 

Lcoftoffc, 

Sloepf^^ 

Tachts. 

LiTcly, 

Albany, 

Catherine, 

Lys 

Badger, 

Charlotte, 

Lymej 

Baltimore, 

Dorfet, 

Margate, 

Criiizer, 

Fubbs, 

Mercury, 

Dirpatch, 

Mary, 

Mermaid, 

Falcon, 

William  and  Mary, 

Nightingale, 

Ferret, 

Bolton, 

Phcenix, 

Fly, 

phatham. 

Port-Mahon, 

Fortune, 

Drake, 

Quccnborongh, 

Grampus, 

Portfmouth, 

Keoown^ 

Ha(ppy, 

Queenborough; 

Ranger, 

Hazard, 

Rofc, 

Hornet, 

Alfofcvcral  fire-flups,^ 

Krs 

Hound, 

hoys,   ttV. 
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Siaie  ffib^^  Ifavj  of  France  at  tie  declaration  of  war  agahjt  Great 
Britaifi^  in  the  jear  1756. 


jPernerdeSalvert*^ 

Gun^. 

Gvw. 

Jquadron. 

Ficr, 

50 

Laicorae, 

30 

Guns* 

Uipopotamc, 

50 

Sauvage, 

30 

I*c  CourageuX] 

.  74 

Janon, 

46 

Concord, 

30 

Prothea, 

64 

Rofcj, 

30 

Amarante, 

12 

Amphion^ 

SO 

Plcidc, 

26 

Aiglc, 

50 

La  Gracieufe, 

«4 

At  Br  eft  andBaehftrt. 

Ficur  dc  Iijrs, 

30 

Nymphcji 

34 

I^e  FornUdable, 

80 

Emeraudcy 

28 

Topaze, 

24 

Entreprenant, 

7* 

C0tftan/ji  fquadron* 

At  Brefi. 

Le  Soldi, 

80 

On  a  eruixe. 

• 

Ijit  Comet, 

30 

Bourgogncj 

80 

La  Thetif, 

84 

Amethyfte^ 

30 

Tonnant, 

80 

Mtitine, 

24 

Biondc, 

30 

Superbc, 

74 

Pemone, 

24 

Brune, 

30 

DefenfettiSi 

74 

Cumberiand, 

24 

Zephjr, 

30 

DauphiDj 

74 

Galatbi, 

«4 

HcrisiOQCy 

36 

Jofte, 

7«> 

Heroine, 

24 

Val«ur, 

a6 

Haidi, 

6& 

Anemone, 

12 

Fidele, 

2tf 

Bienftifant, 

6a 

fripoirae. 

2< 

Inflexible, 

d4 

At  Cape  Breton  and 

Eveilk, 

«4 

Martinico. 

Galijmtrft  jUtt: 

Caprideux, 

64 

Le  ^rodent. 

•  74 

L«  Foadroyant,  80 

Arc-en-Ckl, 

50 

Aquiion, 

60 

Temeraire, 

74 

Diana, 

SO 

Atulantc, 

34 

Couronne, 

74 

Palmier,. 

74 

RedoabtabIe» 

74 

FfT  cMorjif^  troepa 

Bizarre, 

<4 

Guerrier, 

74 

to  Amtrica  \ 

unitr 

Qpiniatre, 

64 

Contentj 

64 

M.  Btqffitr. 

AAiTe, 

64 

Triton, 

«4 

LcHero, 

74 

St.  Michel, 

64 

Sage, 

64 

IllufiK, 

«4 

Alcion, 

54 

Lion, 

64 

I<eopard, 

60 

Apollo^}) 

SO 

Prphea, 

6^ 

Sirene,. 

30 

A 
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At  Touhtt. 

Gvm. 

Genu. 

Guns. 

Tloriflant, 

74 

•  Cdebre, 

64 

Le  He^bor, 

74 

Nortfcumbcrtand,  6i 

Robofte, 

64 

VaUUnt, 

64 

Dragon, 

74 

Solhure, 

64 

AchiUe, 

64 

Terribly 

64 

Hercule, 

64 

in  iiffereta  iocit. 

'Aigrette, 

y> 

Oriflamme* 

50 

L'Ocewi, 

to 

VeOable^ 

30 

Centaore, 

74 

Mineral 

a4 

Careeniug. 

Diadeqie, 

74 

Oifeau, 

*4 

L'Intrepidc, 

74 

Zodiaque, 

74 

Prote£teur, 

74 

Conqueranty 

74 

Monature, 

74 

Fantaique, 

64 

Magnifique, 

74 

SoaTeraia» 

74 

Modefte, 

6e 

£ceptre. 

74 

Glorieut, 

74 

Defiance, 

30 

AlgoogeoZf 

74 

Not  yet  named. 

74 

Surprize, 

3» 

rioride,  * 

?♦ 

B<Uiqueu;(, 

H 

Warwick, 

SO 
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<rrnr/  InJimB'tom  tp  Sir  Jahn  Morimnt  in  thereat  fj^j* 

Gborgb,  B. 

,ijt^  Tov  (hail  hnmediatcljy  upon  the  receipt  of  thcfe  it^ 
ftrudioDB^  pepitf  CO  the  Ifle  of  Wlght^  ftfiere  we  have  appoiou 
cd  fhips  to  convef  ^ou,  and  the  forpct  under .  your  cominasdy 
to  the  coaft  of  Fritace ;  and,  fo  foo*.  atf  the  faid  forow  (hall 
be  embarked^  jou  fliall^  accordii%i]f  proceed^  without  loft  of 
time,  under  comroy  of  a  {quadftfn  of  oitr  jhips  ^of  war,  to  be 
commanded  by  our  croftf  and  well-beloved  Sir  Edward  Hawke, 
l^night  of  the  Bath;  adctural  of  the  blue  fquadrcm  of  our  fleet ; 
whom  we  have  appointed  commander  in  chief  of  our  &ips  to 
lie  employed  in  thisrxpedttion  ;  the£ttd  admiral^  or  the  con* 
mander  in  chief  of  oor  faid  (hips  for  the  time  beings,  being  In* 
ftru  Aed  to  cooperate  irith  you^  and  be  aiding  and  afltfting  Mf 
aD  fuch  emerpri£eS|  as'y  by  tbefe  our  inlbuftions^  yoii  flxall  be 
dii'efled  to  undertake  for  our  fervtce. 

%ij  Whereas  we  have  determinedi  with  the  bleffiog  of  God^ 
to  profecute  the  juft  war  in  which  we  are  engaged  againft  the 
f  KQch  kii\g^  with^e  t)tihoA  vigour^  and  it  b^ing  highly  iezpc* 

dioi^ 


dienti,  aod  of  urgent  neceffity^  to  make  feme  expedition,  that 
may  caufe  a  diver(ion>  and  engage  the  enemy  to  employ  in  their 
own  defence^  a  confiderabU  pan  of  their  forces>  deftined  to  in- 
tfide  and  opprefs  the  libeny  of  the  empire^  and  to  fubyerc  the 
independency  of  Europe }  and  if  poffible  to  make  ibmc  efTeAual 
hnprelfion  on  the  cnemyy  which,,  by  diftctrbing  and  (baking  the' 
credit  of  their  puUic  loans,  impairing  the  ftrength  and  re-^ 
fburces  of  their  navy^  as  well  as  difconcerting^  and  in  part  fru- 
firating  their  dangerous  and  extenfive  operations  of  war^  may 
refleA  loftre  on  our  arms^  and  add  life  and  ftrength  to  the  com-*- 
mon  caufe ;  and  whereas  we  are  perfuaded,  that  notbingi  lA 
the  pretent  fituation  of  afiairs,  can  fo  fpeedify  and  effcduallf 
annoy  and  diftreis  France,  as  a  fuccefsful  enterprize  againfli 
Rpchfon }  our  wilt  and  pleafure  is,  that  you  do  attempt,  as  far 
as  it  (hall  be  found  pra£licable»  a  defcent^-  with  the  forces  under 
your  command,  on  the  French  coaft,  at  or  near  Rochfort,  ia 
CHrder  to  attack,  |f  prafkicable,  and  by  a  vigorous  impreffion 
force  that  place ;  and  to  burn  and  deftroy,  to  the  utrooft  of 
your  power,  all  docks,  magazines,  arfcnals,  and  fhipping,  that 
ihall  be  found  there,  and  exert  fuch  other  efforts,,  as  yon  flialli 
judge  moft  proper  for  annoying  the  enemy. 

3^,  After  the  attempt  on  Rochfort  (hall  either  have  fucceed-t 
ed  or  failed  y  and  ia>xafe  the  circumftances  of  our  forces  and 
fleet  {haU^  with  profpe^t  of  fuccefs,  dill  admit  of  further  opera- 
tions, you  are  ucifX  to  confidcr  Fort  L'OricoC  and  Bourdeaux^ 
as  the  moft  important  objeds  of  our  arms,  on  the  coaft  of 
France ;  and  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  that  you  do  proceed  fuc«- 
ceflively  to  an  attempt  on  both,  or  either  of  thofe  places,  as 
fiiall  be  judged  pfadicaUe ;  or  on  any  other  place  that  fliall  be 
thought  moft  advi£ible,  from  Bourdeaux  homeward  to  Havre,* 
in  order  to  carry  and  fpread,  with  as  much  rapidity  as  may  be, 
a  warm  alarm  along  the  maritime  provinces  of  France. 

4th,  in  cafe,  by  the  blefBng  of  God  upon  our  arms,  you 
fiiall  make  yourfelf  mafter  of  any  place  on  the  coaft  of 
l^rance,  our  will  and  pleafurp  is,  that  you  do  not  keep  poflef- 
£on  thereof;  but  that,  after  demoliihing  and  dcftroying,  as  far 
as  may  be,  all  works,  defences,  magazines,  arfen^ls,'  (hipping, 
and  aa:ral  &qsq$,  you  do  proceed,  fucceflavcly,  on  the  ulterior 

part 
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part  of  this  expedition,  accordiog  as  any  of  them  ihall  be  jiulgcd 
advifablcy  and  may  be  performed  with  fudi  time  as  (hall  be 
confident  with  your  return  with  the  troops  under  your  com- 
mand, fo  as  to  be  in  England  at,  or  about,  or  as  near  as  may 
be,  the  htter  end  of  September,  unleft  the  circumftances  of  oar 
forces  and  fleet  ihall  neceflarily  require  their  return  iboncr ; 
and  you  are  to  land  the  troop  at  Ponfmouth,  or  fuch  Other  of 
our  ports  as  the  exigency  of  the  cafe  may  ftiggeft. 

^tb,  Whereas  it  is  neceilary,  that,  upon  certain  occafions, 
you  (hould  have  the  affiftance  of  a  council  of  war,  we  have 
thought  fit  to  appoint  fuch  a  council,  which  fhall  coofift  of 
four  of  our  principal  lanJ-ofiicers,  and  of  an  equal  number  of 
our  principal  fea-commanders,  including  the  commanders  in 
*  chief  of  our  land  and  fea  forces^  (except  in  cafes  happening  at 
land,  relating  to  the  carrying  on  any  military  operations,  to 
be  performed  by  our  land  forces  only,  in  which  cafes  you 
may  call  a  council  of  war,  conlifling  of  fuch  ofScers  of  our  land 
forces  as  you  {hall  thinlc  proper,}  and  aU  fuch  land  and  (ea  of- 
ficers, in  the  feveral  cafes  before  mentioned,  are  hereby  reipec- 
tively  dire£ted,  from  time  to  time,  to  be  aiding  and  ai&fting 
with  their  advice,  fo  often  as  they  ihall  be  called  together  by 
you,  or  by  the  commander  in  chief  of  our  fquadron,  for  that 
purpofe  *,  and  in  all  fuch  councils  of  war,  when  aflembled,  the 
majority  of  voices  ihall  determine  the  refolutions  thereof ;  and« 
in  cafe  the  voices  Hiall  happen  to  be  equal,  the  prefidenc  ihall 
have  the  cafting  vote. 

6tb,  And  whereas  the  fuccefs  of  this  expedition  will  very 
much  depend  upon  an  entire  good  underflandiog  between  our 
land  and  fea  officers,  we  do  hereby  RriCdj  enjoin  and  require 
you,  on  your  part,  to  maintain  and  cultivate  fuch  good  under- 
ilanding  and  agreement ;  and  to  order  that  the  foldiers  under 
your  command  (hould  man  the  (hips  when  there  fhali  be  occa- 
fion  for  them,  and  when  they  can  be  fpared  from  the  land  fer- 
vice  ;  as  the  commander  in  chief  of  our  fquadron  is  inftru^led, 
on  his.part,  to  entertain  and  cultivate  the  fame  good  under- 
ftanding  and  agreement;  and  to  order  the  failors  and  marines, 
and  alfo  the  foldiers  ferving  as  a  pare  of  the  complements  of 
our  ihips,  to  alSft  our  land  forces,  if  judged  expedient,  by  ta- 
king 
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ling  poft  on  ftiorc,  manning  batterie$,  covering  the  boats,  fe- 
curing  the  fafe  re -embarkation  of  the  troops,  and  fuch  other 
;£:ryice  as  may  be  conGftent  with  the  fafety  of  oar  fleet.  And 
in  order  to  eftablifli  tlic  ftriAeft  union  that  may  be  between  you 
and  the  commander  in  chief  of  our  (hips,  you  are  hereby  re- 
quired to  communicate  thefe  inftru^ions  to  him,  and  be  will 
be  directed  to  communicate  thofe  he  ihaU  receive  to  you. 

'jih.  You  flial],  from  tkne  to  time,  and  as  you  (hall  have  op- 
portunity, fend  conftant  accounts  of  your  proceedings  in  the 
execution  of  thefe  our  inftru£tion6)  to  one  of  our  principal  fe- 
cretaries  of  ftate,  from  whom  you  wiU  receive  fuch  further  or- 
ders and  diro^ions  as  we  may  think  proper  to  give  you. 

q.  R. 

No.  VIII.  (P.  175.) 

Tiranjlalion  cf  an  IntercepUd  letter  from  General  Lalhj  p  Mr. 
Raymondy  French  relidcnt  at  Pullicat,  dated  Pondicberry^  tiM 
2d  January y  I'j^i. 

Mr.  Raymond, 
THE  Enghfh  fcjuadron  is  no  more,  Sir;  out  of  the  twelve 
ihips  they  had  in  our  road,  feven  are  lb(l)   crews  and  all  \  the 
fbur  others  difma(Ud  ;  and  it  appears  that  there  is  no  more  than 
one  frigate  that  has  efcaped  -,  therefore  do  not  lofe  an  inftant  to  . 
jend  us  chelingoes  upon  chelingoes,  loaded    with   ric^ :   the 
Dutch  have  nothing  to  fear  now,  betides  (recording  to  the  law 
•of  nations)  they  are  only  to  fend  us  no  provifions  ihcmfelves, 
and  we  are  no  more  blocked  up  by  Tea.     The  faving  of  Pondi- 
cherry  hath  been  in  your  power  once  already  ;  if  you  mifs  the 
prefent  opportunity,  it  will  be  entirely  your  fault.     Do  not  for-- 
get  alfo  fomc  fmall  chelingoes  5  offer  great  rewards.     I  expert 
feventeen  thoufand  Marattocs  within  theie  four  days.    In  (liort, 
►rifk  all,  attempt  all,  force  all,  and  fend  us  fome  rice,  (liould 
it  be  but  half  a  garfe  at  a  time. 

•     (Signed)    LALLT. 

V4>L.IV.  '         jN  No.  IX. 
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No.  IX,     (P.  184.) 

C^ituiotwn  fw  the  citadel  of  BelUifle^tnadi  June  7,  1761- 

Pp-elimhutry  artick*  The  Qhcralicr  dc  St.  Croix^  brigadier 
\n  the  king's  army,  and  commandant  of  the  chadel  of  Belleiile, 
propofcB  that  the  place  ihall  furrender  on  the  12th  of  Jnne,  in 
cafe  no  fuccours  arrive  before  that  time  ;  and  that,  in  the  mean 
while,  no  works  (hall  he  carried  on  on  either  Gde^  nor  any  aft 
of  hoflllity,  nor  any  communication  between  the  Engliih  be- 
fieging  and  the  French  bcfieged. "  Refufed.^ 

t.  I1ie  entire  garrifon  fhall  march  through  the  breach  with 
the  honours  of  w^r,  drums  b^atin^,  colours  fiying»  lighted 
matches,  and  three  pieces  of  cannon,  with  twelve  rounds  each. 
£ach  foldier  fhall  have  fifteen  rounds  in  his  cartoucb-box.  ^1 
the  o/Ccers,  ferjeantSi  fqldiers,  and  inhs^bitants,  are  to  carry  off 
tlieir  baggage:  the  women  to  go  with  their  hufbaixb.— : — 
<<  Granted.  In  favour  of  the  gallant  defence  which  the  citadd 
"  has  made,  under  the  orders  of  the  Chevalier  dc  St.  Cioix," 

II.  Two  covered  waggons  fhall  he  provided,  and  the  cffefli 
irhich  they  carry  (hall  be  depo(tted  in  two  covered  boats,  which 

are  not  to  be  vifited. •"  The  covered  waggons  arc  refiifcd ; 

^*  but  care  (hall  bjp  taken  to  tranfpp^  a]l  the  baggage  10  the 
<<  continent  hy  the  (horteft  way.'' 

III.  Veflels  fliall  be  fun^ifhed  for  carrying  the  French  troops 
by  the  /liorteft  way  into  the  neareft  ports  of  France,  by  the 
firfl  fair  wind. :-"  Granted.*^- 

IV.  The  French  troops  that  are  to  embark  are  to  be  ▼iOnaU 
Ird  fn  the  fame  proportion  with  the  troops  of  his  Britannia 
niajcflv  ;  and  the  fame  proportion  of  tunnage  is  to  be  allowed 
to  the  officers  and  foldlers  which  the  £ngU(h  troops  havc-^- 
«  Granted.^*     . 

V.  When  the  troops  (hall  be  cnnbarkcd,  a  veffcj  is  to  be  (iir^ 
tiiOicd  for  the  Chevalier  de  St.  Croix,  brigadier  in  the  king's 
army,  to  M.  dc  la  Vilte,  the  king's  lieutenant,  to  M.  de  la 
Gariquc,  colonel  of  foot,  with  brevet  of  cgmmandant  in  the 
abfcncc  of  the  Chevalier  de  St.  Croix,  and  to  the  field-officers, 

ineiudicg 
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including  tbofe  of  the  artillery  and  engineers  \  as  alfo  for  the 
ttiree  pieces  of  cannon»  as  well  as  for  the  foldiers  of  the  Cour* 
Royale,  to  be  tranfporced  to  Nantz,  with  their  wives,  fervants, 
mnd  the  baggage  which  they  have  in  the  citadel^  which  is  not  to 
1>e  vifited.  They  are  to  be  viAualled  in  the  fame  proportion 
witE  the  Etiglifii  officers  of  the  fame  rank.  «  Care  (ball  be 
'«  taken  that  ail  thofe  who  are  mentioned  in  this  article  ihallbe 
<<  tranfportedi  without  lo(s  of  time»  to  Nant2,  with  their  bag. 
'«<  gage  and  effe£i^^  as  well  as  the  three  pieces  of  cannon  granted 
««  by  the  firft  article.^' 

VI*  After  the  expilration  of  the  term  mentioned  in  the  firlt; 
iftrticlei  a  gate  of  the  citadel  fliall  be  delivered  Up  to  the  troops 
of  his  Britannic  majefty,  at  which  there  fliall  be  kept  a  French 
guard  of  equal  number^  until  the  king's  troops  fhaU  march  out 
to  embark.  Thofe  guards  fhall  be  ordered  to  permit  no  Englilh 
fbldier  to  entei^,  nor  no  French  foldicr  to  go  out>  ^  «  A  gate 
*<  ifaall  be  delivered  to  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  majefty  thd 
«<  moment  the  capitulation  is  figned  j  and  an  eqUsU  number  of 
<<  French  troopB  (hall  occupy  the  fame  gate.^* 

VIL  A  Teflel  fliall  be  fumiflied  to  the  commilTaries  of  war^ 
•nd  to  the  treafurer,  in* which  they  may  carrjr  their  ba^gage^ 
ivith  their  fccrecaries»  clerks,  and  fervants^  without  being  mo- 
lefted  or  vifited.  They  flull  be  condudedi  as  well  as  the  other 
troops,  to  the  neareft  port  of  France.— "  Granted/* 

VIII.  Meir.  dc  Taille,  captain-general  of  the  garde  code,  , 
Lamp,  major,  two  lieutenants  of  cannoneers  of  the  garde  code 
Sind  ninety  bombardiers,  cannoneers,  ferjeatits,  and  fufllecrs, 
gardes  coftes  of  Delleifle,  paid  by  the  king,  fliall  have  it  in  their 
choice  to  remain  in  the  ifland,  as  well  as  all  the  other  inhabi- 
tants, without  being  molefted  either  as  to  their  perfens  of 
goods.  And  if  they  have  a  mind  to  fell  their  goods,  furni- 
ture, boats,  nets,  and,  in  general,  any  effe£^s  which  belong  to 
tfaeni,  Within  Gx  months,  and  to  pafs  over  to  the  continent, 
they  fliall  not  be  hindered ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  fliall 
have  proper  afiiftance  and  the  necefl!ary  paflports. — — «  They 
«  fliall  remain  in  the  iiland  under  protcftion  oP  the  king  gf 
<<  Great  Britain,  as  the  other  inhabitants  ;  or  fliall  he  tranfport- 
<«  cd  to  the  continent,  if  they  plcafc^  with  the  garrifoii." 

3  N  i  IX  M. 
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IX  M.  Sarignon>  clerk  of  the  treafury  of  tho  French  troops, 
the  armourefy  the  Bourgeois  cannoneers,  the  ftorekcepers,  and 
all  the  workmen-  belonging  to  the  engineers,  msy  remain  ac 
BcUcifle  with  their  families,  or  go  to  the  continent  with  the 
fame  pri? ilcges  as  ahove  mentioned*-— ^*<^  Granted*  To  re- 
**  msHn  iir  the  ifiand,  upon  the  brne  footing-  with  the  other 
•<  inhabitants,  or  to  be  tranfported  with  the  garrifbn  to  the 
M  continent*  as  they  (haU  think  proper." 

X.  The  Roman  Catholic  religion  (bail  be  exerciied  in  the 
ifland  with  the  fame  freedom  as  under  a  French  gOYcramenr. 
The  churches  fhall  be  preferred,  and  the  redors  and  other 
priefts  continued  ;  and^  in  cafe  of  death,  they  fluiU  be  replaced 
by  the  bifhop  of  Vannes.    They  fliall  be  maintained  in  tfaeif 

ftindions,  privileges,  immunities,  and  revenues. «  All  the 

**  inhabitants,  without  diftm£lion,  (hall  enjoy  the  free  excrdie 
**  of  their  religiour^  The»  other  part  of  this  article  UMift  aecct 
**  farily  depend  on  the  pleafure  of  bis  Britannic  majefty." 

XI.  The  officers  and  foUiers,  who  are  in  the  bofpicale  af  the 
town  and  citadel,  fhall  be  treated  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
garrifon,  and,  after  their  recovery,  they  Ihall  be  fiimiihed  with 
▼cflels'to  carry  them  to  France.  In  the  mean  while  thej  lliaK 
be  fupplied  with  fubCftence  and  remedies  til)  their  departurei 
according  to  the  (late  which  the  comptroller  and  furgeoas  fhall 
give  in. — — **  Granted."' 

XII.  After  the  term  mentioned  in  the  preliminary  article  is 
expirei),  orders  (hall  be  given  that  the  commidariea  of  artillery, 
engineers,. and  provifions,  (hall  make  an  inventory  of  what  fhall 
be  found  in  the  king's  magazines,  out  of  which  bread,  wine, 
and  meat  (liall  be  fumifhed  to  fiibfift  the  French  troops  to  the 

moment  of  their  departure. *^  They  (hall  be  fiirnifiied  with 

•*  neccfFary  fubfiflence  till  their  departure,  on  the  fame  footing 
««  with  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  majefty." 

XHI.  Maj.f  Gen.  Crawfurd,  as  well  as  all  the  £agli(h  officer^ 
and  foldiers  wiio  have  been  made  prifoners  (ince  the  8th  of 
April  1761  inclufive,  (hall  be  fet  at  liberty  after  the  figning  of 
the  capitulation,  and  Hiall  be  difengaged  from  their  parole. 
The  French  officers  of  different  ranks,  volunteers,  (erjeaDis, 
and  foldiers,  who  have  been  made  prifoners  iince  the  pth  of 

Apri-V 
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April,  fhall  alfo  be  fct  at  liberty. **     The  Englifli  officers 

^<  and  foldiers^  prifoners  of  war  In  the  citadel,  are  to  be  free 
^f  the  moment  the  capitnlation  is  figned.  The  French  officers 
*'  and  foldiers,  who  are  prifoners  of  war,  (hall  be  exchanged 
**  according  to  the  cartel  Of  Sluys.'^ 

Ml  the  above  articles  fliall  be  executed  faithfully  on  both 
fides,  and  fuch  as  may  be  doubtful  (hall  be  fairly  interpreted- 
"  Granted.'* 

After  the  fignature  hoftages  fhall  be  fent  on  both  fides,  for 
the  fccurity  of  the  articles  of  the  capitulation **  Granted.*^ 

*<  All  the  archives,  regiftcrs,  public  papers,  and  writings, 
**  which  have  any  relation  to  the  government  of  this  ifland, 
«  (hall  be  faithfuRy  given  up  to  his  Britannic  majcfty's  commif- 
<<  fary.  Two  days  fhnll  be  allowed  for  the  evacuation  of  the 
•*  citadel ;  and  the  tranfports,.  ncccfTary  for  the  embarkation^ 
**  (hall  be  ready  to  receive  the  garrifon  and  their  efFe£ls.  A 
•*  French  officer  (hall  be  ordered  to  deliver  up  all  the  warlike 
*<  ftores  and  provilions,  and,  id  general,  every  thing  which  be- 
*<  longs  to  his  moft  Chf  iftiao  majefty,  ta  an  £ngli(h  commifr 
^  fary  appointed  for  that  purpofe  \  and  an  officer  (hall  be  or^ 
^  dered  to  (hew  us  all  the  mines  and  fouterains  of  the  place*."' 
S.  Hodgson.  A,  Keppkl^t 

Le  Chevalier  de  St.  Croix. 


No.  X. 


4T 


APPENDIX 


Ne.}L 


No,X.    (P.  198.) 

JLjfi  of  iielSpani/b  Fleet  as  itjood  at  the  treating  Mf  qfOi 
ivar  in  i  y6lk 


Sbipi4  Gunt* 

£1  Phoenix,  *  B6 

£1  Rayo  So 

La  Rajila^  f  6 

El  Tigrc,  70 

La  Galiciaj  70 

£1  Infanto^  70 

La  Princefla,  70 

£1  San  Philippei  70 

£1  Orientc,  68 

£1  Levia,  68 

£1  Acquilotlt  68 

£1  Neptuno^  68 

£1  Brillante,  68 

£1  Gloriofo,  68 

£1  Guerriero,  68 

El  Vcnccdor,  68 

£1  Soberano,  68 

£1  Hcaor,  68 

£1  Gallardo,  68 

£1  Magnailimoi  68 

£1  Dichofe,  68 

El  DUigente,  68 

£l  TriumphantCi  68 

£1  Monarcho,  68 

£1  Serio,  68 

£1  ArrogantCy  68 

£1  Supcrbe,  68 

£1  Ponderofo,  68 

£k  Contentc,  68 


Ships. 
tl  Hercules^ 
£1  Principe, 
El  Viaoriofo, 
El  Terrible, 
£1  Allante, 
Africa, 
£1  Firme, 
£1  Aquilos, 
La  Efpana, 
t^erdinando^ 
Afia, 

El  Septentrioni 
£1  America, 
£1  Dragon, 
La  Europa^ 
La  OUlella, 
El  Campion, 
£1  Tridcntc, 
£1  Conqueftador, 
£1  Aftuto, 
£1  Fuerte, 
Adventureroi 
Andalu2io, 
La  Efmeralda, 
La  Pallas, 
La  Juno, 
La  Eftrea, 
La  Ventura, 
Lk  Ventts, 


Gunu 
68 
68 
68 
68 
68 
68 
68 
68 
62 
60 
6a 
60 
60 
60 
66 
60 

S< 

58 

i8 

si 
s« 
30 
30 

l^ 
26 
26 
26 
26 
26 
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Siips. 

Gttw.                   Ships.            Guns. 

LladuftriCy 

26                La  Flora» 

20 

l.a  Liebrc, 

26               £lDiIigente« 

20 

La  Venganza, 

24               £1  Jafoiiy 

20 

Ija  Vittoria, 

04                La  Conception, 

20 

La  Hermiona^ 

24                 £1  Gabilan, 

20 

Galgo, 

22                Gilano  Xebeque, 

iS 

La  Doradaj, 

2.2                151  Mcrcurioj 

18 

La  Peria 

22                 £1  Jupiter, 

18 

La  Aquila« 

2Z               £1  Vbfantc, 

i3 

La  Frecha, 

22                £1  Cafador, 

18 

La  Gazutta» 

22                Martc, 

16 

£1. Catalan 

22                Liebrc, 

16 

£1  Ibecineas 

23             •  £1  Majorquin, 
3omb-ketches. 

16 

El  Eftcropci 

16               £1  Pieramonte, 

16 

]pi  Bronjc, 

}6               EI  Bolcano, 
Firc-lhip$. 

16 

El  Valenciano^ 

EI  BotompagOi 

^i  Frueno^ 

£1  Bayo, 

Addition  made  to  the  Spanilh  navy  during  the  war. 
£1  Monarco,  85  La  Nouva  PrincciTa,  84 

£1  ElephantCjt         ^6  £1  Vigorofo,  74 

El  Gujon,  70  El  St.  Ocroniiho,       6q 

P  pjamante,         6^ 
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Na  XL     (P.  204.) 

Papers  relating  to  the  conqucft  of  Maktimico. 

Artlela  of  capitulation  9/  the  citadel  9f  Fort  Royal ,  in   the  ijtani 
of  Martinic90  the  4/i  ef  February^  1 762,, 

jlrticle  I.  THE  comoianding  officer  of  tb^  citadel  fhali 
march  out  at  the  head  of  the  garrifon,  compofed  of  troops  de- 
tached from  the  marine,  the  royal  greaadiers,  canDonecre,  bom- 
bardiers and  Swifs ;  the  diffbrent  detachments  of  the  ini]iti;i 
and  freebooters,  and  the  other  volunt^rs,  with  the  honours  of 
vrar,  and  three  rounds  of  ammunition  each.— —  AnTwer^d, 
«  The  troops  of  his  moft  Chriftian  majcfty  fliall  be  embarVcd 
**  and  fent  to  France,  as  foon  as  poffible,  at  the  eipmce  of  his 
<«  Britannic  majcfty ;  but  the  troops  belonging  to  riie  ifland 
*<  (hall  lay  down  their  arms,  and  be  prifoners  of  war,  until  tlie 
**  fate  of  Martinlco  is  determined.*' 

II.  That  the  officers  and  others  fliill  prcfcr?e  their  eflfciVs, 
have  time  to  fettle  their  affairs,  and  {hall  take  their  fervanti 
along  with  them, — «  Granted." 

III.  lliat  three  days  (hall  be  granted  for  the  evacuation  of 
the  place,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  gate  fhall  be  given  up 
to  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  whilfl  the  garrifon  fhall 

inarch  out  at  nine  to-morrow  morning. Anfwcred,  «  The 

*«  gate  of  the  fort  (hall  be  gircn  up  to  the  troops  of  his  Britan- 
**  nic  majcfty  this  evening  at  five  o'clock,  and  the  French  gar- 
'<  rifon  (hall  march  out  at  nine  to- morrow  morning." 

(Signed)         Robert  Monkton. 

Pfi  LiGMEET.  G.  B.  ROPNET. 


Capiifdaticn 


No.H,  A    P    P    E   V    P    I    X.  473 


Capitulation  demanded  hj  the  inhabitants  of  the  tjland  of  MartL 

nico^  reprefented  bj  Mejfrs.  ly  Alejfo^  knight  <^  Signior  Defrag* 

njf  La  Pierre^  captain  of  horfe^   and  Feryre^  captain  <f  in^ 

fantrj^  furnifbed  with  futl  povfers  from  nine  quarters  of  the 

ifland* 

Article  I.  He  inhabitants  fhall  quit  their  pods  with  two 
field-pieces,  drums  beating,  colours  flying,  matches  lighted^ 

and  all  the  honours  of  war. <<  The  inhabitants  fhall  marcli 

*^  out  of  all  their  garrifons  and  pofts  with  their  arms ;  upoii 
«  condition  that  they  afterwards  Ijiy  them  down  \  and  that  all 
<^  the  forts,  batteries,  and  military  implements^  be  delivered  to 
<*  perfons  appointed  to  receive  them.'' 

IL  The  inhabitants  (hall  have  the  free  eiiiercife  of  cheir  reli^ 
gion,  and  the  priefts,  nuns  and  friars,  iball  be  prefcrved  in  their 
cures  and  convents.——**  Granted.'* 

III.  The  inhabitants  (hall  not  be  obliged  to  take  arms  againft 
his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  nor  even  againft  any  other  power.— «> 
<*  They  become  ful^e^s  of  his  Sritannic  majefty,  and  mufl 
«*  take  the  oath  of  allegiance ;  but  Ihall  not  be  obliged  to  take 
^f  arms  agiinft  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  until  a  peace  may 
^«  determine  the  fate  of  the  ifland." 

IV.  The  inhabitants  (balj  be  preferved  in  their  privileges^ 
rights,  honours  and  exemptions.— ^*<  They  are  fubje£b  of 
**  his  Britannic  majefty,  and  fliall  enjoy  their  properties,  and 
<<  the  fame  privileges  as  in  the  other  of  his  majefty's  Lieeward 
«  Iflands." 

V.  The  prifoners  taken  during  the  Gege  (hall  be  reftored  oi) 
both  fides ;  the  free  mulattoes,  as  well  as  the  negroes,  ftiall  be 

reftored  as^priibners  of  war. <*  The  inhabitants  and  mu* 

«  latt6es  will  become  BritiQi  fubjefls,  upon  the  fubmiflion  of 
'<  the  whole  ifland.  The  negroes  taken  in  arms  are  deemed 
"  flaves.** 

VL  The  fubjcAs  of  Great  Britain,  who  have  taken  refuge 
in  the  ifland  for  crimes,  or  condemned  to  punifhments,  ftial4 
have  liberty  of  retiring.— —«  Refufcd." 

Vol.  IV,  3  O  YI.L  Nc^ 
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VII.  No  others  than  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  fliall,  till 
the  peace,  poflTefs  any  eftates,  either  by  acqaifition»  agreement, 
or  otbervifc  \  but  in  cafe  at  the  peace  the  country  Hiall  be  ce< 
ded  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  then  it  (hall  be  permitted  to 
the  inhabitants,  who  IhaU  not  be  willing  to  become  lus  iiibje^, 
to  fell  their  leftates,  and  to  retire  to  any  place  they  thtok  pto^ 
per.— *•<<  AH  fubjeAs  of  Great  Britain  may  poflefs  any  lands  or 
^<  houfes  by'purchafe.  The  remainder  of  this  article  granted, 
•*  provided  they  fell  to  Britifli  fubjcfts.? 

VIII.  The  inhabitants  and  merchants  (hall  enjoy  all  their  pri* 

vilegcs  of  commerce  as  the  fubje^  of  Great   Britain. 

«  Granted  }  fo  that  it  does  not  affe£l  the  privileges  of  particn- 
^  lar  companies  eftablilhed  in  England,  or  the  laws  of  the 
<<  kingdom,  which  prohibit  the  carrying  on  trade  in  other 
«  than  Britifli  bottoms." 

Signed  by  the  above-mentiooed  deputies,  and|  hj  Robert^ 
Monkton  and  G.  B.  Rodm^y  commanders  of  bis  Britan- 
nic Majefty's  forces  by  fea  and  land,  the  7th  Fcfarvary, 

3762. 

On  the  13th  of  February  a  fimilar  capitulation  was  demapd^ 
ed  for  the  whole  ifland,  and  granted  with  the£une>e- 
Itridjions. 


No.  XU. 
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No.  XII.    (P.  219.) 

\Ahfira3  tf  the  art  teles  rf  c^ttt/ation  agreed  upon  betwien  Sir 
George  pQceckf  knight  rf  the  Batbt  and  the  earl  of  Albemarle^ 
ae»d  the  marquis  ef  Real  Tranfporte^  ewnmander  in  chief  rf 
ihefyuairfm  of  his  Catb&lic  ma^Jly,  and  Den  Juan  de  Prado% 
governor  rf  the  Havannabf  /or  the  Jarrender  of  the  city^  and 
aUits  dependencies f  with  all  the  Spanijhfhips  in  the  harbour. 

pRBLlMINiRT   AltTICLB. 

Fort  La  Panto  and  the  lead-gate  fliall  be  delivered  to  hit 
Britannic  majefty'$  froopt  to-morrow  morning,  the*  13th  of 
Augnfty  at  twelve  o'clock;  at  which  time  it  is  evpe£^ed  the 
following  articles  of  capitulation  (hall  be  figned  and  ratified.    ? 

Article  L  The  garriibn,  copfifting  of  the  infantry,  artil^ 
lery*men,  and  dragoons,  the  diifi:r«nt  militia  of  the  towns  in 
the  ifland,  fhall  march  out  of  the  land-gate  the  aoth  inftaatt 
provided  in  that,  time  no  relief  arrives,  fo  as  to  raife  the  fiege, 
with  aH  the  military  honours,  arms  ihouldered,  fix  field  pieces 
of  iz  pounders  each,  and  as  many  rounds  to  each  foldieri  the 
regiments  ihall  take  out  with  them  the  military  chefts.  And  the 
governor  ihall  have  fix  covered  waggons  which  Avt  not  to  be 
examined  ifpon  any  pretence  whatever. — «  The  garrifon  (hall 
«<  have  the  honours  of  war,  and  (hall  march  out  of  the  Punta 
«<  gate  with  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  fix  rounds  for  each  gun. 
<«  The  military  chcft  refufed.  The  governor  will  be  allowed  as 
<<  may  boats  as  necefiary  to  cranfpbrt  his  baggage  and  efieQf 
^  on  board  the  ihips  denned  for  him.  The  military  without 
*<  the  town,  as  well  as  tbofe  within,  to  deliver  up  their  arms 
««  to  the  Britifh  commiflary." 

II.  The  marines,  and  the  Ihips  crews  who  have  ferved  on 
fliore,  ihall  obtain,  on  their  going  out,  the  fame  honours  as  the. 
gafriibn  of  the  city ;  and  ihall  proceed  with  thofe  honours  on 
board  the  faid  (hips,  that  they  may,  together  with  their  com* 
mander  in  chief,  Don  Gulierres  de  Uevia,  macquis  del  Real 
Tranfporte,  iail  in  the  faid  ihips  as  foon  as  the  port  is  open, 

3  P  :i  with 
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with  all  their  mcmey  and  elFe£b»  in  order  to  proceed  to  feme 
ocber  port  belonging  to  Spain,  in  doing  which  they  will  oblige 
tbemfelTeli  that»  during  their  navigation  to  their  deftined  port, 
they  (hall  not  attack  any  vcilcb  belonging  to  his  Britannic  ma- 
jeftj,  his  fubjeda  or  alliea.  Likewife  liberty  (hall  be  grsmed  to 
the  marines  and  (hips  crews,  with  their  oflken,  to  go  on  board 
the  faid  fliips,  and  carry  with  them  the  effeda  and  money  in 

the  city  belonging  to  his  Catholic  majefty. <<  Hie  marquis 

«  of  Real  Tranfporte,  with  bis  oflkers,  failors  and  mariaea,  as 
<<  Btiaking  part  of  the  garrilbni  (hall  be  treated  in  etcry  rcfyeS^ 
^  <<  as  the  governor  and  regular  troops.  All  (btps  in  the  Havsn- 
«<  nahi  and  all  money  and  eSie^  bebnging  to  hia  Ca^diolic 
«  roajeftyt  fliall  be  delivered  up  to  peribna  appointed  bf  Sir 
«•  George  Pocock  and  the  earl  of  Albemarle.'* 

IIL  That  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  Iball  be  maintaiaed 
tnd  preTerved  in  the  fame  manner  as  it  baa  hitherto  been  in  aD 
the  dominions  belonging  to  his  Cath<dic  jnajefty;  and  the  diffi> 
rent  orders,  colleges  and  uniVdrfities  remain  in  tbe  full  eojoy^ 
ment  of  all  their  rights.-^— *-«•  Grants.'' 

IV.  That|  in  confideration  that  this  port  is  fituated  by  nature 
for  the  relief  of  thofe  who  navigate  in  tbofe  parta  of  Spani(h 
und  Britifli  America,  that  this  port  (hall  be  allowed  to  be  neo« 
tral  to  the  fubjeds  of  his  Catholic  majefty )  who  are  to  be  ad- 
mitted in  and  out  freely,  to  take  jp  fii'ch  refrethments  as  they 
may  be  in  need  of,  as  well  as  repairing  their  veflels,  paying  tbe 
current  prices  for  every  thing,  and  that  they  are  not  to  be  in^ 
fultcd  nor  interrupted  in  their  navigation  by  any  veflels  bdong- 
ing  to  his  Britannic  majefty,  or  his  fubje£b  or  allies,  from  the 
capes  Caloche,  on  the  coaft  of  Campeche,  and  that  of  St.  An^" 
fouio  to  the  weftward  of  this  iiland,  nor  from  the  Tortnga 
bank  to  this  port;  and  from  hence  till  they  get  into  the  latitude 
of  33  degrees  north,  till  both  their  majefties  agree  to  the  con- 
trary  ««  Rcfufed." 

V.  That  the  effeds  detained  in  this  city  belonging  to  the 
merchants  of  Cadiz,  which  have  arrived  here  in  the  difierent 
regifter  fliips,  and  in  which  are  interefted  all  the  European  na^ 
tii3n8,  a  fuffici^t  pailporc  (hall  be  granted  to  the  fupercargoes 
thereof,  that  they  may  freely  remit  the  iame  with  the  regifter 

ibips, 
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Ihips^  irithom  running  the  riik  of  being  infulted  in  their  pa(l 
fogc— «  Rcfafcd." 

VI.  That  thofe  civil  or  other  officers,  who  have  had  charge 
of  the  management  of  the  adminiftratioo  and  diftribution  of  the 
royal  tceafurei  or  anj  other  afiair  of  a  peculiar  nature  ftom 
hia  Catholic  majefty,  they  are  to  be  left  with  the  free  ufe  of 
all  cbofe  papers  wbich^  coocem.  the  dift^harge  of  their  doty, 
with  free  liberty  to  carry  them  to  Spain  for  that  purpl^Te  )  and 
the  Tame  ihall  be  uiiderftood  with  the  managers  of  the  royal 

company  in  this  city. *^  AU  public  papers  to  be  delivered  to 

*<  the  fecretaries  of  the  admiral  and  general  for  infpCjQion^ 
<<  which  fliall  be  returned  to  his  Catholic  majefty's  officers,  if 
^<  not  found  necefiary  for  the  government  of  the  ifland*"* 

(Signed)        Albe  marls. 
G.  PococK. 
El  MamojtrBs  dbl  Real  T&amspoiitb« 

JVAM  DB  PrADO« 
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frtenJ^^  hittmn  his  BrifmmU  m&f^j^  the  imfi  CMfNmi  kk^y 
and  the  ktPtg  &f  Spaim:  e^Athdul  at  Paris  ibi  lol^  day  fff^ 
hruarj^  1763.  fo  n»liA  thi  kimgtf  Pfiupd  aakJi^  in  thi 
JiitMdttf. 

BE  it  knewtt  to  ill  tbofe  to  whom  it  fluitt  or  Aajr  ia  anj 
maniKr  Moag.  Ic  has  plcafcd  the  Moft  High  tbctiffofetbc 
fpirit  of  concord  and  .union  aoiong  the  priaccsi  wbofe  4tvififlm 
had  fpr^  troiiblca  in  the  four  qiiattort  of  the  globe*  For  this 
purpoTe  the  high  contmfting  parties  hare  named  and  appointed 
their  rcip^^ve  ambaj9adors,  his  facred  majeftj  the  king  of 
Great  Britain»  John  duko  oi  Bedford  |>  his  fscred  nsj^lj  the 
moft  Chriftian  king,  Gabriel  de  Choifeul  duke  of  Prafliii  $  his 
facred  majeftf  the  Catholic  kbg,  Don  Jerome  marquis  of  Gri- 
maldi ;  his  facred  majeftjr  the  moft  Faithful  kingi  Martin  de 
Mcllo  and  Caftro ;  who,  having  duly  communicated  to  each 
other  their  full  powers,  have  agreed  upon  the  articles,  the  te- 
nor of  which  is  as  fbllows. 

Article  I.  There  (hall  be  a  Chriftian,  nniverfali  and  perpe- 
tual  peace,  as  well  by  fea  as  by  land,  and  a  finccre  and  conftanc 
firiendftiip  fliall  be  re-eftabliftied  between  the  before-mentioned 
ibvereigns  \  and  a  general  oblivion  of  every  thing  that  may  have 
been  done  or  committed  before  or  fince  the  commencement  of 
the  aera  that  is  juft  ended. 

IL  The  former  treaties  concluded  between  the  refpeOive 
kingdom^i  are  hereby  renewed  and  confirmed  in  the  beft  form^ 
and  ferve  as  the  bafis  of  the  prefent  definitive  treaty. 

IlL  The  prifoners  made  on  all  fides,  and  the  hoflages  carried 
away  or  given  during  the  war,  fliall  be  reftored  without  raafern^ 
each  cl*owh  refpc&ively  paying  the  advances  made  for  the  fdb- 
(iidence  and  maintenance  of  their  prifoners,  by  the  ibvereign  of 
the  country  where  they  fliall  have  been  detained. 

IV.  His  moft  Chriftian  majcfty  renounces  all  pretenfions 
which  he  has  herctorore  formed,  or  might  form  to  Nova  Sco- 
tia, 
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tia»  or  Ao^diii  in  all  iu  parts;  and  guarantees  the  wbote  of  it, 
with  all  its  dependencies,  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain:  more« 
QVQr)  bis  moft^ChriAian  majefty  cedes  and  guarantees  to  his 
Britannic  majeftf ,  ia  fuU  right,  Canada,  with  all  its  dependent 
cieS)  as  well  as  the  ifland  of  Cape  Sreton,  apd  all  the  other 
i^ands  and  cqafts  in  the  Qulf  and  {liver  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  in 
general  every  thing  (hat  d^p^nds  on  the  faid  countries,  lands, 
iQands,  and  coafts,  with  the  foveretgnty,  property,  a^d  poiTef- 
CoD,  and  all  rights  acquired  by  treaty  or  otherwife,  which  the 
crown  of  Franco,  has  liad  till  now  over  the  faid  places.  His  l)ri« 
(annic  majcfty,  on  his  fide,  agrees  to  grant  the  liberty  of  the 
patholic  reli^n  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada. 

V.  The  fttbje^  of  franpe  Ciiall  have  the  liberty  of  fiihtng  and 
drying  on  a  part  of  the  coafts  of  the  ifland  pf  Newfoundland, 
(tich  as  it  is  fpecified  in  th$  i3ih  article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht} 
and  his  Britannic  majefty  copfents  to  leave  to  the  fubje£ks  of  the 
inoft  Qhriftian  kin^  the  liberty  of  fiibing  in  the  Gulf  St.  Lawr 
rence,  on  condition  that  the  fubje^  pf  France  do  not  exercife 
the  fiiid  fi(hery,  but  at  the  diftance  of  three  leagues  from  all  the 
coafts  belon^ng  to  C^reat  Britain* 

VL  The  king  of  Great  Britain  ccdcf  the  iilands  of  St.  Pierre 
^nd  Miquelon^  in  full  fight  to  his  moft  Chciftian  majefty,  to 
icrve  as  (helter  to  the  French  fifhermen ;  and  his  moft  Chriftian 
inajefty  engages  not  to  fortify  the  f^id  iflands,  to  ere£lno  build- 
ings upon  them  but  merely  for  tlte  convenience  of  the  fifliery, 
and  to  ke^p  upon  them  a  guard  of  fifty  men  only  for  the  police. 
VII.  In  order  to  re*eftabliih  peace  on  folid  and  durable  foun* 
dations,  and  to  remove  for  ever  all  fgbjeA  of  difputc  with  regard 
to  the  limits  of  the  Britil^  and  French  territories  on  the  conti- 
nent of  America,  it  is  agreed  that,  for  the  future,  tbe  confine* 
between  the  dominions  of  the  refpe^live  crowns  in  that  part  of 
the  world  flaall  be  fixed  irrcvocabl]^  by  a  line  drawn  along  the 
middle  of  the  MilBffippi,  from  its  fource  to  the  river  Iberville, 
and  from  thence  by  a  line  drawn  along  the  middle  of  this  river, 
9nd  the  lakes  Maurqsuis  and  Pontchartraia  to  the  fea  ;  and  for 
this  purpofe  the  moft  ChriAian  king  cedes  in  full  right  the  river 
and  port  of  the  Mobile,  and  every  thing  which  he  poficfied  on 
'"    '   '  .  '       ■      ^  *    the 
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the  left  fide  of  the  river  Mffiffippi^  excq»e  the  town  of  Ncv 
Orleans^  and  the  ifland  in  which  it  is  Ctoated* 

VIIL  The  king  of  Great  Britain  (hall  reftore  to  France  the 
iflands  of  Guadaloupe,  of  Mari6-Gatante»  of  Defirade,  of 
Martinico,  and  Belleifle^  and  the  fbrtrcflcs  of  tbefe  iflands 
(hall  be  reftored  in  the  fame  condition  they  were  in  when  they 
were  conquered  by  the  Briti(h  arms. 

IX.  The  moft  Chriftian  king  cedes  and  guarantees  to  his  Bri* 
tannic  majefty  the  iflands  of  Grenada  and  of  the  Orenndines ; 
and  the  partition  of  the  iflands  called  neutral  is  <rgreed  and  fixed, 
lb  that  thofe  of  St«  Vincent,  Dominicai  and  Tobago,  ifaall  re* 
main  in  full  right  to  Great  Britain,  and. that  of  St.  Lucia  Aiall 
^  delivered  to  France  to  enjoy  the  fame  likewiie  in  full  right. 

X.  His  3ritannic  majefty  reftores  to  f  ranee  the  ifland  of  Go* 
nee  I  and  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty  cedes  to  Great  Britain  the 
river  Senegal,  with  the  forts  apd  fa£fcdrics  of  St  Lewis,  Podor, 
and  Galam. 

XI.  In  the  Eaft  Indies,  Great  Britain  (hall  reftore  to  France 
the  different  fai&ortes  which  that  crown  poftHTed  on  the  coaft 
of  Coromandel  aud  Malabar,  as  alfo  in.Bengal,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1749.  His  moft  Chriftian  majefty  ftiall  retfore,  00 
his  Gde,  all  that  he  may  have  conquered  in  the  Eaft  Indies  do* 
ring  the  preient  war. 

XII.  The  ifland  of  Minorca  (hall  be  reftored  to  bis  Britannic 
majefty  as  well  as  Fort  St.  Philippe ;  and  the  town  and  port  of 
Punkirk  (ball  be  put  into  the  ftate  Sxti,  by  the  laft  treaty  of 
Aix  la  Chapelle. 

,  XIII.  His  Britannic  majefty  (hall  caufe  to  be  demoli(hed  all 
the  fortifications  which  his  fubjeds  (hall  have  ereded  in  ^he  Bar 
of  Honduras }  and  his  Catholic  majefty  (hall  not  permit,  on  any 
pretence  whatever,  the  Briti(h  fubjeds  to  be  difturbed  in  thdr 
occupation  of  cutting,  loading,  and  carrying  away  logwood. 

XIV.  The  king  of  Great  Britain  reftores  to  Spain  all  the  ter- 
ritory which  be  has  conquered  in  the  ifland  of  Cuba,  with  the 
fbrtrefs  of  the  Havannah ;  and,  in  confequence  of  this  reftitution, 
his  Catholic  majefty  cedes  to  Great  Britain  Florida,  with  Fort 
St.  AuguAine^  and  the  bay  of  Peniacola^  as  weU  ^s  all  that 

Spai^ 


No.  XI7.  A    t    P    fe    K    D    I    X.  4*1 

Spam  poiTcired  on  the  continent  of  North  America^  to  the  tM 
and  to  the  (buth-caft  of  the  tUer  Miffiffippi. 

XV.  Th^re  is  a  reciprocal  reftorationi  on  all  fidesi  of  th€ 
conqucfts  made  iti  Germany  and  Portugal. 

XVI.  The  decifion  of  the  prizt^s^  made  in  time  of  peaca  by  tht 
f\ib}t&3  of  Great  Britain  on  the  Spaniards,  [hall  be  rekrred  ta 
the  courts  of  jaftice  of  the  Admirahy  of  Great  Britain^  conform^ 
dble  to  the  rUlcs  eftablifhed  among  ^IL  nations ;  fo  that  the  va«> 
lidity  of  th^  faid  prizes  between  the  BHtifh  and  SpaniDi  nations^ 
ihall  be  decided  and  judged  according  to  the  law  of  nations^ 
and  according  to  tt^aties  iri  the  coUrts  of  juilice  of  the  natiott 
ivbo  (hail  haye  made  the  captiiret 

No.  xiy.   {p.  338.) 

AhJlraSl  af  iht  Declaration  figyted  and  delivered  iy  Prince  M^^ 

ranOf  ambajfadar  extraordinary  from  his  Catfjolic  nmftfty^  dated 

the  lid  January^  177 1  ;  which  was  the  fame  day  accepted  b^ 

the  earl  $f  Rachford,  one  of  his  majeflys  principal  fecreiaries  rf 

flate. 

HIS  Britannic  m^jefty  having  complained  of  the  violence 
which  was  committed  on  the  loth  of  June,  1770,  at  the  ifland* 
commo/ily  called  the  Great  Malouine,  and  by  cbe  Engliih  Falk^ 
land's  Iflandy  in  obliging  by  force  the  commander  and  fubjedtt 
of  his  Britannic  majeAy  to  evacuate  the  port  by  them  called  iig- 
mont ;  a  ftep  offeniive  to  the  honour  of  his  crown  \ — the  princb 
de  Maflerano  has  received  orders  to  declare,  that  his  Catholic, 
tnajefty  confidering  the  defire  with  which  he  is  animated  for 
peace,' and  for  the  maintenance  of  good  harmony  with  his  Bri« 
tannic  majcfty,  and  reflediog  that  this  event  might  interrupt  it, 
has  feen  with  difpleafure  this  expedition  tending  to  difturb  it ; 
and  in  the  perfuafion,  in  which  he  is»  of  the  reciprocity  of  fen-* 
timents  of  his  Britannic  majeily,  and  of  its  being  far  from  his 
fentiments  to  authorize  any  thing  that  might  difiurb  the  good 
underitanding  between  the  two  courts;  his  Catholic  majeily 
does  difavow  the  faid  vioknt  enterprize,  and  in  confcquence,  the 
Prince  Maflerano  declares,  that  his  Cathd'c  mojeftv  erg^^pcs  to 

Vol.  IV.  3P  '         "give 
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Hhrc  ioimcdiate-orders*  that  things  fliallbe  reftored  in  the  Great 
Malouinc,  at  the  port  called  Egmont,  precifelj  to  the  ftate  in 
which  they  were  before  the  loth  of  June,  1770:  for  which 
purpofe  his  Catholic  majefty  will  give  orders  to  one  of  his  offi- 
cers to  deliver  up^  to  the  officer  authorized  bf  his  Britannic 
snajefty,  the  port  and  fort  called  Egmont,  with  all  the  artillery, 
ftoresi  and  cEk&s  of  his  Britannic  majefty  and  his  fubje£ls.  The 
prince  de  MaiTcrano  declares  at  the  faine  time  io^  tha  name  of 
the  king  his  mafter,  that  the  engagement  to  reftore  the  poflef* 
fion  of  Port  Egmonty  cannot  nor  ought,  any  ways  to  affied  the 
qiiedion-  of  the  prior  right  of  fovereignty  of  the  Malouinc 
lilaudSj  othcrwift  called  Falkland's  Iflauds^ 

Mo.  XV.     (P.  340.J 

Tfje  Proteft  of  the  Lords  agatnjl  an  addrejs  to  his  Majefly  to  re- 
turn thanks  for  his  firm  and  Jpirited  condtiEt  in  demanding  Ja-^ 
UsfaElionfor  the  viplent  enierprize  againjl  FalklanfPs  I/lands* 

DISS£NTIENTy  I.  Bccaufe  it  is  highly  nnfuitable  to  ^bc 
wifdom  and  gravity  of  this  houfe,  and  to  the  rcfpecl  which  wc 
owe  to  bis  majefty  and  ourfclves*,  to  carry  up  to  the  throne  an 
addref<;,  approving  the  acceptance  of  an  imperfcft  inftrument, 
which  has  neither  been  prcvioufly  authorized  by  any  fpecial  full 
powers  produced  by  the  SpanilK  miniftcr,  nor  been  as  yet  rati- 
iied  by  the  king  of  Spain.  If  the  ratification  on  the  part  of 
Spain  (houid  be  refufcd,  the  addrefi  of  this  houfe  will  appear 
no  better  than*  an  aft  of  precipitate  adulation  to  miniflers ; 
which  will  jufWy  cxpofc  the  peerage  of  the  kingdom  tO"  the  in- 
dignation of  their  country,  and  to  the  derifion  of  sdl  Europe. 

H.  Beisaufe  it  is  a  dircft  infult  on  the  feelings  and  under- 
ftanding  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  to  approve  this  declara* 
tion  and  acceptance,  as^  a  means  of  fecuring  our  ovni  and  the 
general  tranquillity,  whilft'  the  greatcft  preparations  for  war 
arc  making  both  by  fea  and  land; 

III.  Becaufe,  itonv  the  declaration  and  correfpondence  laid 
before  us,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  miniften  merit  tbo  oenAire 

o£ 
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^f  this  hoofc,  rather  than  any  degree  of  commcncJation,  on  ac- 
count of  fcvcral  improper  afts,  and  equally  improper  omiffions^ 
from  the  beginning  to  the  clofe  of  this  tranfaflion  :  for  it  isaf- 
fertcd  bythc  Spanifli  miniftcrs  that  fcveral  difcuflions  had  paf- 
ied  which  might  grve  the  Britiih  minifters reafon  to  forefce  the 
attack  upon  that  fettlemcnt  that  was*  afterwards  made  bythc 
forces  of  Spain.  Captain  Hunt  alfo  arriving  from  them  garc 
them  the  fame  intimations ;  yet  fo  obflinately  negligent  and  fu- 
pinc  were  his  majefVy's  minifters,  that  they  did  not  even  malte 
«  finglereprcfentation  to  the  court  of  Spain ;  which  might  have 
prevented  the  injury,  and  favcd  the  enormous  cxpence,  and 
manifold  hardihips,  which  the  nation  has  fufFcred.in  preparing 
to  refent  it. 

IV.  Becaufe  the  negociation  entered  into  much  too  late,  was 
From  the  commencement  conduced  on  principles  as  difadvan- 
tageous  to  the  wifdom  of  our  public  councils,  as  it  was  finally 
concluded  in  a  manner  difgraceful  to  the  crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tam ;  For  it  appears  that  the  court  of  Madrid  did  difavow  tb<^ 
atl  of  hoftility,  as  proceeding  from  particular  inftrudtrons,  "but 
juftiGed  rt  under  her  general  inf^ru61iions  to  her  governors;  un- 
der the  oath  by  them  taken,  and  under  the  edablKhed  Jaws  of 
J^merica- 

V.  Becaufe  nothing  has  been  had  or  demanded  as  a  repara- 
tion in  damage  for  the  enormous  expence  and  other  inconve- 
niencies,  arifing  from  the  unprovoked  and  confcflcd  violence  of 
iht  Spanifh  'forces  in  tKe  enterprize  againfl:  Talkland's  Ifland, 
and  the  long  ftibfcquent  delay  of  jifflice. 

VI.  Becaufe  an  unparalleled  and  moii  audacious  infult  has 
been  offcretl  to  the  honour  of  the  Britrftx  £ag,  by  the  detention 
of  a  fliip  of  war  of  his  majefty's,  for  twenty  days  afrer  the  fur- 
render  of  Port  Egmont,  and  by  the  indignity  of  forcibly  taking 
away  her  rudder.  No  reparation  in  honoor  is  demanded  for 
this  wanton  infult,  by  which  his  majcfty's  reign  is  rendered  the 
tinhappy  sera  in  whieh  the  honour  (ff  the  Britffli  Jag  has  buf- 
fered the  firft  ftain  with  entire  impunity. 

VII.  Becaufe  the  declaration  by  which  his  majefVy  is  to  oT>- 
tain  pofleiHon  of  Port  Egmont,  contains  a  rcfs^rvation  or  con- 
ilition  of  the  queflron  of  the  cJaim  of  prior  right,  being  the 

2^  %  firih 
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firti  time  foch  a  claiiin  has  ever  authcnticallj  appeared  ia  any 
public  indnimcnt  concladcd  on  hj  the  two  courts* 
The  above  was  Cgned  by  fixteen  peers. 

No.  XVI.     (P.  34a.) 

jift  accMttt  of  the  Naval  Revie^  at  Part/mouthy  in  June  1 773. 

EARLY  in  the  morning  on  Tuefday  the  ^^A  inftant,  the 
king  fct  ont  from  Kew  for  Portfmouth,  and  being  arriTcd  at 
Portfea  Bridge,  between  ten  and  eleven  the  fame  morning,  was 
received  by  a  royal  falute  of  ai  gyins.  His  majeOy  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  fir  ft  barrier,  when  major-general  Parker,  who 
f ommanded  the  garrifon  during  the  royal  refideoce  at  Portf- 
mouth,  delivered  the  keys  to  the  king,  who  was  pleafcrd  to  re- 
turn them.  On  his  majcfty's  entering  the  Grand-port  Cite, 
he  was  faluted  by  a  triplf  difcharge  of  232  pieces  of  cannon 
mopnted  on  the  ramparts  of  Portfoiouth,  at  Blackboufe  Fort, 
and  at  South-Sea  Ciftle.  His  majcfty  proceeded  through  the 
town  out  of  the  Water- gate  to  the  dock-yard,  and  arrived  at 
the  commiQioner's  houfe  ten  minutes  before  eleven  o'clock, 
where  he  was  received  by  the  prefident  of  the  council,  and  fe- 
yeral  other  of  the  great  officers  of  (late^  the  commifHoners  of 
the  admiralty,  and  the  three  admirals  of  the  fquadron  at  Spit- 
head.  The  officers  and  workmen  belonging  to  the  yard,  gave 
three  cheers  as  his  maiefty  entered,  and  then  returned  to  their 
feveral  employments.  Af(er  his  majefty  had  tskcn  fome  re- 
frefhment,  lie  went  to  the  governor's  houfe,  where  he  had  a 
public  levcc,  and  then  returning  to  the  dock-yard,  embarked 
^t  half  an  hour  after  one  in  a  barge  in  which  the  royal  flnnd- 
ard  was  immediately  hoif^ed.  Hii  majefly  then  proceeded  to 
Splihcad,  attended  by  the  barge  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty, 
n  ith  the  flag  of  ^heir  odice,  the  three  admirals  with  their  fLsiVs^ 
and  all  the  captains  of  the  fleet  with  their  pendants  in  their 
barges.  As  his  majefly  paffed  the  garrifon  lie  was  faluted  by 
twenty  one  guns  from  the  Blockhoufe  Fort,  Saluting  Platform 
and  South-Sea  CaAIe.  When  the  royal  Aandard  was  feen  by 
^he  fleet  at  Spithead,  confifting  of  twenty  fhips  of  the  line,  two 
{rlg.^tcg,  and  three  llooi^s,  moored  in  two  lines  abreafl  of  each 

other, 
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other,  the  if  hole  manned  (hips»  and  faluted  with  twenty*one 
guns  each.  The  king  went  on  board  the  Barfleur  of  90  guns^ 
where  he  was  received  .by  the  Bo^rd  of  Admiralty)  the  captain 
being  at  the  head  of  the  accommodation  ladder,  and  the  fide 
manned  by  the  lieutenants  of  the  (hips.  As  (oon  nt  his  majefty 
pa  (Ted  the  guard  of  marines  on  the  quarter- deck,  the  flag  of 
the  lord  high  admiral,  which  was  then  flying,  was  ftrock,  an4 
the  royal  flandard  hoifled  at  the  main-top»maft  head,  the  lord 
high  admiral's  flag  at  the  fore-top«mafl:  head,  and  the  union 
flag  at  the  mizen-top«mail  head :  on  the  right  of  which  all  the 
fliips,  except  the  Barfleur,  faluted  with  twenty  one  guns  each. 
The  (hips  beiqg  cleared  as  for  adion,  and  the  oiEcers  and  men 
at  their  refpective.  quarters,  his  majefly,  after  the  nobility  who 
^ame  off  upon  this  0cca(ioo,  and  the  fl^g  officers  had  paid  their 
duty  to  him  on  the  quarter  deck,  walked  fore  and  aft  on  the 
lower  gun-deck,  and  took  a  view  of  the  whple.  His  roaje(ty 
then  dined  on  board  the  Barfleur,  and  after  dinner  went  into 
the  Augufta  yacht,  and  after  making  the  circle  of  the  fleet, 
failed  into  the  harbour.  Similar  ceremonies  were  repeated  du- 
ring the  four  following  days,  in  which  time  the  king  made  fe- 
vcral  naval  promotions,  knighted  many  admirals,  and  diitri* 
bwcd  money  to  the  failors  and  workmen. 
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LIST  of  the  Frbkch  Fleet  in  1778. 

B.  ftgnifies  Breflt  T.  Touhn^  R.  Rochfi^t^  and  L*0.  UOrient. 

Skips.  Gum. 

£«La  Bretagne,  no 

La  Ville  de  Paris,  •po 

Le  St.  Efprir,  60 

La  Cooronne,  60 

Le  Due  de  Bsrg^ogne,      80 

L'Orient,  74 

Le  Magfrifiqae,  74 

L'lntrepidef  74 

Le  Sceptrey  74 

Le  Palmier,  74 

Le  Defenfeur,  74 

Le  Dtademe,  74 

Le  Zodiaqae,  74 

Le  Minataore,  74 

Le  Robuile,  74 

Le  Citoyen,  74 

Le  Six  Cprp8>  74 

Le  Diligent,  74 

Le  Glorfeux,  74 

Le  Conquerant,  74 

Sr.Le  Tonnant,  80 

Le  Languedoc,  80 

UAaif,  74 

Le  Bien  Aime,  74 

Lc  Gucrricr,  74 

L'Hcaor,  74 

Le  Fendant,  74 

Le  Zele,  74 

Le  Protcacur,  74 

Lc  Marfcillois,  74 


sups. 

Guns* 

r.LcCsefar, 

74 

La  Bourgogne, 

74 

Le  Soaverain, 

74 

Le  DeftiB, 

74 

L^AUier, 

64 

Le  Lion, 

^4 

Le  VaiUam, 

64 

5.  La  Pourvoyeore, 

40 

Lia  Confolante, 

40 

La  Belle  Poullc, 

32 

L*  Amphitrite, 

3^ 

La  Dedaigneufe, 

3^ 

La  TourtcrcHc, 

3* 

La  Nymph  c, 

32 

La  Malicieufe. 

3^ 

La  Licorne, 

32 

Le  Zephir, 

3* 

L*  Aigrette, 

3^ 

L^Oifcau, 

32 

La  ToIIe, 

3^ 

Le  Dauphin^ 

70 

Le  Northamberiandj  78 

La  Protee,  64 

Le  3|)hinx,  C4 

Le  Vengcur,  64 

Le  Solitaire,  64 

L'Union,  64 

Le  Brilliant,  64 

L'Aaionnaire,  64 
B.  L'Indicn, 
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Siifs. 

Guns. 

sap. 

Gum. 

B.Vhxdlcn, 

64 

B.  Le  David, 

28 

Le  Roland, 

64 

L'£]ephant, 

26 

L'Alcxandrc^ 

.  64 

La  Fortune, 

24 

Lc  Bizarre, 

64 

L»  Soincr 

24 

Lc  Rcflcchi, 

64 

La  Menagerie, 

2Z 

Lc  Triton, 

64 

L'Etoile, 

20 

La  Provence, 

64 

La  Tampane, 

ao 

Le  Fancafque^ 

64 

La  Portcufc-, 

20 

Le  Hardi, 

64 

L'EcIufe, 

20 

Lc  Caton, 

64 

La  BouiToIe, 

20 

L'Amphion, 

s° 

Le  Compas, 

20 

Le  Fier, 

5° 

L'EfhirgeoD, 

20 

R.  L'Artefien,. 

64 

La  Danae, 

26 

I^  Refolu, 

64 

La  Mouche, 

26 

Lc  St.  Michel,. 

64 

L'Enjouec, 

26 

Lc  Bourdelois, 

SO 

L'O.  Lc  Triton, 

26 

L'Hippopotame, 

50 

T.  La  Cagnelle, 

26 

i'O.  Le  Flamand, 

60 

L'Atalante, 

26 

T.  Lc  Sagittaire,. 

5° 

La  Prccicufc,. 

25 

Llnapcrieux, 

3* 

-La  Sultane, 

26 

L'Envicux, 

32 

La  Chimere, 

26 

La  Terpfichorc,. 

32 

L'Engagcantc, 

26 

La  Comcte, 

30 

La  Gracieux, 

26 

La  Diligente, 

26 

La  Plciadc, 

26 

B»  Lc  Renoniee, 

30 

La  Fine, 

26 

La  Sibjlle^ 

30 

La  Topazc, 

25 

L'lndifcrcte,. 

30 

L'Aurore,  •       ^ 

25 

La  Senfible^ 

28 

La  Flore, 

25 

La  Legertr, 

26 

La  Mignone, 

25 

L'Infidellc, 

26 

L'Amelone, 

25 

La  Sincere, 

26 

L'Aitnablc, 

25 

L'loconftante, 

26 

R.  L'EcoIe, 

16 

La  Bondeufe,. 

26 

Le  Courricr, 

16 

La  Blanche, 

26 

La  Nourricc, 

14 

La  Thetis, 

24 

La  Barbue, 

14 

L'Etourdi, 

ao 

La  Corifante, 

14 

La  CouliiTc^ 

28 

Le  Solomon, 

12 

In 
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In  tU  67  capital  veflelsi  49  Frigat^f^  bcfidcs  a  great  number  of 
advice-boats,  primes,  pinks,  iicbcques  and  bomb-ketches. 
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On  the  30/A  December^  the  Dule  of  Bolton  delivered  to  his  Afajt* 
Jly^  in  his  clofit^  at  St.  ^ame/S^  the  following  Memorial  of  the 
Admralsn 

To    THE    KING. 

WE  the  fubfcribing  admirals  of  your  majefty*s  royal  navy, 
having  hitherto  cm  all  occaGons  ferved  your  majcfty  with  zeal 
and  fidelity,  and  being  defirous  of  devoting  every  a£tion  of  oor 
lives,  and  our  lives  themfelves  to  your  majefty's  fervice,  and 
the  defence  of  our  country,  think  ourfelves  indifpenfibly  bound 
by  our  duty  td  that  fervice  and  that  country,  with  all  pofliUe 
humility,  to  reprcfciit  to  your  wifdom  and  jufticc. 

That  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  lately  fcf- 
ving  under  the  command  of  the  honourable  Auguftus  Keppel, 
did  prefer  certain  articles  of  accufation,  containing  feveral  mat* 
ters  of  heinous  offence  againft  his  faid  comihander  in  chief,  to 
the  lords  comfnifHoners  for  executing  the  office  of  lord  high 
admiral  of  Great  Britain,  he  the  faid  Sir  Hugh  PalUfer  being 
himfelf  a  commiffidner  in  the  faid  commiflion.  This  accufation 
he  the  faid  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  with-held  from  the  twcnty-fcventh 
day  of  July  bft,  the  time  of  the  fuppofed  offences  commhted, 
until  the  ninth  day  of  this  prefent  December,  and  then  brought 
fDrward  for  the  purpofc  of  recrimination  againd  charges  coitjec- 
tured  by  him  the  faid  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  but  which  in  faQ  were 
never  made. 

That  the  commifConers  of  the  admiralty,  near  five  months 
after  the  pretended  offences  aforcfaid,  did  receive  from  their  faiJ 
colleague  in  office,  the  charge  made  by  him  againft  hfs  faid 
Commander,  and  without  taking  into  confideration  the  relative 
fituation  of  the  accufer  and  the  party  accufed,  of  attending  to 
the  avowed  motives  of  the  accufation,  or  the  length  of  lime  of 

with- 
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'With- holding,  or  the  occafion  of  malcing  the  fame/ and  without 
any  other  deliberation  wfaatcrer^  did,  on  the  very  fame  day  on 
'Which  the  charge  was  preferred,  and  without  previous  notice  to 
the  party  accufed  of  aa  intention  of  malting  a  -charge  againft 
him,  give  notice  of  their  intending  that  a  coun-^martial  Ihould 
be  held  on  the  faid  admiral  Keppd,  after  forty  years  of  meri- 
torious fcrvicc,  and  a  Taricty  of  anions  in  which  he  had  cxert- 
od  eorinent  ^ooursge  and  conduCl,  by  which  the  honour  and 
power  of  this  nation,  and  the  glory  of  the  Britifh  "fiag,  had  been 
maintained  and  incr^afed  in  various  parts  of  the  world. 

Wc  beg  leave  to  exprefs  to  your  Majefty  our  concern  at  tW* 
proceeding!  ^n4  to  reprefent  our  apprebenfions  of  the  diiBcuW 
ties  and  difcpuragements  which  will  inevitably  arife  to  your  fer. 
Vice  therefrom ;  and  that  it  will  not  be  eafy  for  men,  attentive 
to  their  honour,  to  ferve  your  Majefty,  particulariy  in  fituationa 
'  of  principal  command,  if  the  pfadice  now  ftated  to  your  Ma* 
jefty  be  countenanced,  or  the  principles  upon  which  the  fame 
has  been  fupported  ftiall  prevail  with  any  lord  high  ado^iralj  or 
with  any  commillioner  for  executing  that  office/ 

We  are  humbly  of  opinion^  that  a  criminal  charge  againft  an 
officer  (rifing  in  importance  according  to  the  rank  and  command 
of  that  ofEcer)  which  fufpends  his  fervice  te  yotir  Majefty,  per- 
haps in  the  moft  critical  exigencies  of  the  public  a£Fairs,  which 
calU  his  reputation  into  doubt  and  difcuflion^  which  puts  him 
"^on  trial  for  his  life,  profeflion  and  reputation,  and  which,  in  its 
confequences,  may  caufc  a  fatal  ceiTation  in  the  naval  exertions 
of  ^he  kingdom^  to  be  a  matter  of  the  moft  ferious  nature,  and 
never  to  be  macjie  by  authority  but  on  folid  grouod,  and  on  ma- 
ture delibe/'atie^     The  honour  of  an  oflicer  is  his  moft  preci- 
ous pQ^eiGon  and  heft  qualification ;  the  pubtk  h^ve  an  intc|eft 
in  it ',  and  whilft  thofe  under  whom  we  ferve  countenance  accu- 
fation,  it  is  often  impoflible  perfectly  to  reftore  military  fame  by 
the  mere  acquittal  of  a  court-martiaU     Imputations  made  b|^ 
high  authority  remain  long  and  affeA  deeply.     The  fphere  of 
ajftijan  of  commanders  in  chief  is  large,  aiad  their  bufinefi  iiitri* 
xAtf  and  fubjeCt  to  great  variety  of  opinion  j  and  before  the/ 
are  to  be  put  on  the  judgment  of  others  for  z€ts  done  upon 
iheir  difcretion,  the  greateft  difcretion  ought  to  be  employed. 
Vol,  IV.      '    -  jq^  Wbethcy 
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Whether  ibc  Boanl  of  Aitmaitj  liatb  by  bw  any  fncb  dif. 
cretieaj  we,  who  are  not  of  the  profeffiao  of  the  law»  caaoot 
pofitively  aflert  |  but  if  we  had  conceived  that  thiaBoacd  badnq 
legal  ufe  of  their  reafon  in  a  poiiic  of  focb  diilicacy  and  impor* 
taoce^  wo  fluNild  have  kiiow«  on  whaf  tcroM  wc  Ibrved.  Bat 
we  never  did  i ma^nc  i%  poffib}e»  that  we  w^9c  to  receive  ordecs 
from,  and  be  accountable  to  tbofc  who^  by  law,  w^  xdiicecl 
to  become  paffive  mftnuneats  to  the  poffible  maGq^  ignoraDcc^ 
or  treafon  of  any  indiyidaal  who  might  thinly  fit  to  di£tf  m  bk 
Mvjcfty's  naVy  of  Its  bcft  and  big^eft  oj^crs.  We  coDcctTci^ 
dffrefpcAfttl  to  the  iaws  of  ou;  country  to  ^jffo^c  tbeaa  capable 
gf  fuch  maniieft  in|ttftice  and  abfurdity. 

We  therefore  humbly  rcprcfent,  in  behalf  of  pnbU,c.  order^ 
u  well  as  of  the  difcipUnc  of  the  navy,  to  yov  Majcfty^  the. 
dangers  o(  long  concealed,  and  afterwards  precipitately  adopted 
charges,  and  of  all  rccriminatprjr  aceufattons  iff  Aibocdinaie. 
officers  againft  iheincommandera  in  chief  j  and  particularly  thq 
mifchifif  and  fcandal  of  permitting  mcn^j  who  arc  at  once  in  high 
civil  office,  and  in  fubordinate  military  commandi^  previous  to 
their  making  fuch  accuiations,  to  attempt  to  corrop^f  the  public 
judgment,  by  the  publication  of  libels  on  their  officer^  in  a 
common  news-paper,  thereby  eatciti^g  mutiny  in  yoqr  Majefij's 
navy,  as  well  as  prejudicing  the  minds  of  tbofc  who  arc  to  try 
\hp>  merits  of  the  accufation  againft  the  faid  fapcrior  oGccr. 


Hawke, 
John  Moore, 
Bolton, 
Sauuel  Graves^ 
Hugh  Pigot, 

ilOBERT  HaRLANP. 


^RlSTOt, 

James  Tounc, 
Matthew  Barton, 
Francis  GearTj 
Shulduaii, 

QjLARK  GaYTOK. 
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Tbi$  imming,  tft  half  fafi  tm  9'chA,  the  twH^martutl  wn 
ffffttrnd,  MdMmiral  Keffei  JiUvend  tbefiHatinng/pnci  t 

fi&r  DftFEMCB  rfMmiral  Ke^ieu 

SiH, 
AfYe^  foftf  years  fpent  ki  the  fervice  of  my  country,  litde 
dW  I  think  of  being  brought  to  a  couft-inartial  to  anfwcr  to 
•charges  of  aitfeociduA>  negligeoce  in  the  performance  of  duty^ 
and  t^raifliifig  the  honour  of  the  Britifli  navy.    Thcfe  charges. 
Sir,  have  been  advanced  by  my  accufcr.     Whether  he  has  fuc* 
ceeded  in  proving  them  or  not  the  court  will  determine.  Before 
he  brought  mc  to  a  trial,  it  would  have  been  candid  in  him  to 
iiave  given  vent  to  his  thoughts,  and  not  by  a  deceptions  Ihew 
ofkbdneTs  to  lead  me  loco  the  miftake  of  foppofing  a  friend  in 
the  man  who  was  my  enemy  in  his  heart,  and  was  (hortly  to  be 
cny  accttfer.     Yet,  Sir,  after  all  my  mifcondu£t ;  after  fo  much 
negligence  in  the  performance  of  duty,  and  after  tarnifliing  fo 
<l«eply  the  honour  of  the  Britifli  navy,  my  accufer  made  no 
lcn^>]e  to  Ihil  a  fecond  time  with  the  man  who  had  been  the 
betrayer  of  his  country  I   .  Nay>  during  the  time  we  were  on 
ifaore,  ht  correfponded  with  me  on  terms  of  friendfl>ip,  and 
eren  in  his  letters  ht  approved  of  what  had  been  done,  of  the 
pzrt  which  he  aoW  <:ondemn8,  and  of  the  very  ncgJigent  mif- 
o>ndfiA,  which  has  fince  been  fo  o£Fcn(ive  in  his  eyes  I 

Snch  behaviour,  Siff  on  the  part  of  my  accufer,  gave  me 
little  reafon  to  apprehend  an  accufation  from  bim.  Nor  had  I 
any  reafen  to  Atppofe  shac  the  ftate  woulJ  criminate  me.  When 
I  returned,  his  majefty  received  me  with  the  greateft  applaufe. 
Even  the  firft.lord  of  the  admiralty  gave  his  flatterirvg  tcflimony 
to  the  re£litude  of  my  conduA,  and  fcemed  with  vail  fincerity 
to  applaud  my  seal  for  the  fervice.  Yet  in  the  moment  of  ap* 
pvolmioDy  it  feems  as  if  a  fchcme  ijras  concerting  againft  my 

3  Qjfc  life} 
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life  i  for,  without  wf  previous  notice,  fii^  aitidci  of  a  charge 
were  exhibited  againft  me  bj  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  who,  moll  no. 
fortunately  for  his  caitfc,  lay  himfelf  under,  an  iapmadoo  of 
difobedience  of  orders,  at  the  Tery  time  wheiK  he  accnfisd  me  of 
negligence !  This  to  be  fore  was  a  very  lin^nious  mode  of  getting 
the  ftart  of  mt#  An  accufation  eidiibked  againft  a  cooMnamto 
in  chicf'.anight  ^raw  oflF  the  publk  attention  bom  neg^oA  of 
duty  in  an  inferior  officer.  I  could  almoft  wiQi,  ia  pity  co  my 
accufer,  that  appearances  weretiot  fe  ftrong  againft  binu  Be- 
fore the  trial  commenced,  I  adually  thought  that  my  accufer 
might  have  Ibme  tolerable  reafons  for  his  conduct.  Btt  ^m 
(he  evidence,  even  as  adduced  to  account  for  the  behavioir  of 
the  homnirable  gentleman  in  the  afternoon  of  tha  aytfa  of  Joiy, 
troxti  ttizt  evidence,  I  (ay,  Sir,  I  find  thbc  I  was  miftakcar.  The 
trial  has  left  tr.j  accuf:r'  without  estcufe,  and  he  now  cots  that 
fort  of  figure  which',  1  tfuft  in  God^  aH  accufers  of  iosiocence 
will  ever  exhibit ! 

I  have  cb/ef  ved,  Sir,  that  the  opinions  of  officers  of  diffiv 
f  enf  ranks  have  been  taken.  I  truft  that  the  court  will  indulge 
n^e  with  the  fame  liberty,  in  the  evidence  for  m^  defence.  Some 
have  refufed  to  give  their  opinions.'  I  thought  if  ftrange^  as  plain 
fpeaking,  and  a  full  declaration,^  arc  the  beft  of  evideacea  in  a 
good  caafe, 

I  woiiW  wifS,  Sit,  (he  C(3furt  t6  eonfider,  that  in  all  great 
naval,  as  well  as  military  operations,  unlefs  the  diefign  be  foOy 
known,  the  fcvcral  manoeuvres  may  have,  a  ftrange  appearance. 
Hafters  have  been  called  to  give  their  opinions  on  the  higher 
departments  of  command.  Higher  attthoriries  ihonld  have  beea 
taken.  Such  authorities  are  not  fearee,  for  I  am  happy  to  fay^ 
there  never  was  a  country  ferved  by  naval  officers  of  move  hra^ 
very,  {kill  and  gallantry,  than  Engfatid  can  boaft  at  prefent^  As 
to  this  courfy  I  intreat  you,  gentlemen,  who  compofe  it,  to 
'  recolle£{»  that  you  Ih  here  as  a  court  of  honour^  as  Weft  as  a 
court  of  jufticc,  and  I  now  ftand  before  you,  not  merely  to  fave 
my  life,  but  for  a  purpofe  of  infinitely  greater  momcm— to 
clear  my  fame. 

My  accufer,  Sir,  has  not  been  a  little  miftaken  in  his  notkms 
of  the  duty  ef  a  commander  in  chie^  or  he  would  never  have 

accuM 
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accttfed  roe  id  the  mmner  be  has  done.  During  action  fubordt* 

nate  officers  cither  are  (or  they  ought  to  be)  too  attentive  to 

their  own  duty  to  obferve  the  manoeuvres  of  others.  In  general 

<cngageQients  it  is  fcarcely  poflible  for  the  fame  objefb  to  appear 

in  the  frme  point  of  view  to  the  commanders  of  two  different 

£bip9.    The  point  of  iight  may  be  different.     Clouds  of  fmoktf 

mayobftruft  the  view.    HencA  willarife  the  difference  in  the 

opinions  of  ofiBcers  as  to  this  or  that  manoeuvre,  without  any 

intentional  partiality^  Whether  I  have  conceived  objeAs  in  ex- 

a£t  corrcfpondencc  with   the  truth  i  whether  I  have  viewed 

them  unikiifullyi  (or>  as  my  accufer  has  been  pleafed  to  term  it^ 

tuioflicer*Hke),  thefe  are  matters  which  remain  to  be  determined. 

I  can  only  fay,  that  what  Sir  Hugh  PalhTer  has  imputed  to  me 

as  negligence,  was  the  effed  of  deliberation  and  choice.     I  will 

add,  that  I  was  not  confined  in  my  powers  when  I  failed  ;  I 

had  ampk  difcretion  to  ad  as  I  thought  proper  for  the  defence 

of  the  kingdom.     I  manoeuvred ;  I  fought  ^  I  returned  ;  I  did 

my  beft«     If  my  abilities  were  not  equal  to  the  tafky  I  have  the 

confolation  to  think,  that  I  did  not  folicit,  nor  did  I  bargain  for 

the  command.  More  than  two  years  ago,  in  the  month  of  No^ 

Tcmber,  1776,  1  received   a  letter  from  the  fiirft  lord  of  the   ' 

marine  department,  wherein  he  obferved,  <>  Th^  owing  to  mo^ 

*'  tions  of  foreign  courts,  it   might  be  ncceflary  to  prepare  a 

*<  fleet  of  obfcrvation.'*    My  reply  to  this  letter  was,  "  That 

«*  1  was  ready  to  receive  any  command  from  his  majefty,  and  I 

«  begged  to  havc^thc  honour  of  an  audienGc***    This  rcqucft 

vras  complied  with.  I  was  dofetted,  and  I  told  the  king,  <«  that 

«<  I  was  willing  to  icrve  htm  as  long  as  my  health  would  per- 

««  mit.'*    I  heard  no  more  until  the  month  of  March,  1 778,  at 

which  time  I  had  two  or  three  audiences,  and  I  told  his  maje-i 

fty,  that  <<  I  had  no  acquaintance  with  bis  minifters,  but .  I 

'<  truAed  to  his  pfoteAion  and  zeal  for  the  public  good.*''  Here 

were  no  Gnifler  views ;  no  paltry  gratifications  9  I  had  nothings 

I  fek  nothing  but  an  eamefk  defire  to  ferve  my  country^    I  even 

accepted  the  command  in  chief  with  relu£lance.     I  was  appre- 

hcnfivc  of  not  being  fupported  at  home.     I  forefaw  that  the 

higher  the  command,  the  more  liable  was  I  to  be  ruined  in  my 

reputation*  Even  my  misfortunes,  if  I  had  any,  might  be  con* 

ftrued 
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Hnxi  inte  crimes.  During ftvty  yfliwUfcnlue  I bMe noet^ 
cciTcd  any  particular  tfM#k  of  fktoif  fima  the  bmm.  I  kMt 
only  been  fioncmred  with  the  cotiSdente  ^  tny  fc»ewBigii  ii 
timet  df  pnUic  tiangcr.  Neither  inf  deficitnetet  aor  my  mift 
condoA  were  eter  befo^  broeght  fenrard  tb  Ac  piMI&  Aa4 
It  is  now  fomewhat  ihnnge,  that  fo  well  acqiiainted  a*  my  aeei^ 
fcr  muft  haVc  been  with  my  deficient  abiiititt^  It  »  ibaBge,  t 
fay,  Sifi  that  he  fhonld  be  the  tcry  plerfon  Whotm»ugfat  me  the 
meflage  to  take  the  command  Upon  me  i  nay^  hirtfaer.  Sir,  ht 
brought  me  that  tneffiige  with  great  feeming  plevfiirc  I  Then 
was,  or  there  was  not  reafon  at  that  time  to  donbt  my  aWity: 
If  there  wat  reafon,  how  eould  my  accafer  ^Oi  me  to  accept 
a  command  for  which  I  was  difqualtficd  i  If  there  wii  not  soy 
reafon  to  doubt  my  pt-ofeffiooal  abilities  fizteen  moiichx  s^o,  I 
have  given  no  reafon  why  Hiey  ttioidd  be  fihce  caUed  io 
qucftion.  When  I  returned  from  the  expedition,  i  did  act 
cbmplain  of  any  thing.  I  endeatitored  to  ftop  all  mttrttmrihgi^ 
I  even  traded  the  (irft  lof  d  of  the  admiralty  in  the  fiune  Hasimer 
as  I  would  hare  done  my  moft  intimate  fnend.  Hias  oii^ht  be 
imprudent  It  might  be  dangerotis.  But,  Sirj  I  am  by  atturt 
open  and  unguarded^  and  Kttle  did  1  expcft  that  ttaj»  wdald 
artfully  be  laid  to  iindeatour  to  catch  me  <Jn  the  atitbtricy  of 
my  own  words. 

It  was  in  the  month  of  Maith,  17^8^  that  I  was  ti»ld  a  fleet 
lay  ready  for  me  to  command.  Whcti  I  reached  Portfmooth  I 
faw  but  fix  fliips  ready,  and,  on  viewing  even  tbofe  with  a  fea- 
man's  cjcj  I  was  not  by  any  means  plcafed  with  their  cooditioa. 
Before  I  cjuittcd  Portfmouth,  four  or  five  mart  were  ready,  and 
I  will  da  the  perfons  in  office  the  jhfticc  to  fay,  that  from  that 
time  they  ufcd  the  utmoft  diligence  in  getting  tbefbet  ready  far 
fcrvlcc.  On  the  gcth  of  June  I  failed  with  twenty  ihfjpa  of  the 
line,  and  very  fortunately  fell  in  with  the  BeUe  Poule  andother 
French  frigates ;  and  the  letters  and  papers  found  on  board 
them  were  of  material  fcrvice  to  the  ftafCv  Captain  MarfiiaQ 
diftingui(hcd  himfclf  with  the  grcateft  honour.  I  conidi  that 
when  I  fell  in  with  thofc  frigates  I  was  at  a  lofi  how  to  aft.  On 
the  one  hand  I  conceived  the  incident  to  be  fiEtvourabk  to  my 
country,  and  on  the  other  I  was  fearful  that  a  war  with  France 

'    and 
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i^Mi  i|U  Its  fiQole^iMMU.  Qii^bt  b«  laid  to  my  cfaarfeu    For  aaf 

tbiag  I  raivteU  this  pay  yet  be  the  caie.  It  m^y  be  treafured  up^ 

to  fiwaiOv  another  matter  for  future  a^euQuion.    To  this  hour 

Ii  hMc  neither  received  ofiicial  approbatipu  or  cenfure  for  tr.f    ' 

fa>oci^>Ai    With  twcatf  (haps  of  the  line  I  failed     T^irty.two 

itig%  of  tbq  U&e  lay  in  Bre^  water^  be^des  an  incredible  nuai«. 

Iter  of  frigates.  Vfaf  I  to  fe^  an  engcageoieot  with  a  fuperioTr 

fprcc  i  I  neter  did^  nor  (hall  I  cTer  fear  to  engage  a  force  fupe^ 

lyor  ta  tbi;  one  I  then  ^omoiandedf  or  that  I  may  hereafter  comi^ 

mand.    ^u%  I  wcU  know  what  men  and  (lups  can  do>  and  if  the 

^eoc,I  commanded  bad  been  dcftroyed^  we  mud  have  left  th^ 

^rench  noAers  of  the  fea.  To  refit  a  flcf  t  requires  tiine^  From 

i)\e  fitoaiion  of  affairs^  nayal  (tores  are  not  very  (bon  fupplled, 

^leyer  did  J  expe^ie^ce  to  deep,  a  melaneholy  as  when  1  foun4 

tnyrelf  forced  to  turn  my  back  on  France  1  I  quitted  mJftzt^>^^ 

and  courage  was  i^ever  put  to  (b  fcvere  a  tpal» 

I  was  permitted  to  fail  a  fecood  timci  without  receiving  offi« 
f iai  praife  qr  blama  for  the  part  I  hac)  a£ledt  T^efe  were  diA 
^ouragio^  circomftances.  But  they  did  not  difturb  my  temper^ 
My  principal  ob^fft.  was  to  get  ready  for  fea  with  all  pofliU^ 
h^Ac.  I  was  (urpriitd  on  my  return  to  be  tht eatened  witjx  xhm 
^te  of  admiral  Bjog,  and  I  was  ftiU  more^  furprifed  tq  bsk 
fhargod  with  cowardice. 

With  Ai<ty  (liipsof  the  line  I  failed  early  in  July^  Tho 
l[^rencb  admiral  (ailed  from  Breft  with  thirty-two  (hips.  I  be« 
lieve  thatji  when  the  fleets  came  in  (igik  of  each  other^  th^ 
UrOQCb  were  b^%  a  little  furprifed  to  (ee  me  fo  ftrong,  I  defire 
pfjl^  ta  throw  the  fligbt^ft  imputation  on  the  courage  of  tb<| 
^French  adfnira^  I  be^eve  him  to  be  a  brave  man,  and  one  whci 
had  fofne  paiticvlar  i:ea(bns  for  the  Ime  of  condu£l  he  pQrfucd% 
I  was  determined,  if  poffible,  to  briog  the  French  to  battle,  aa 
1  hadctery,  rcafoo  tor  thioky  that  their  luving  avoided  an^  en« 
gugca^ntf.  iKhei^  it  ifas  £br  fmr  days  in  their  power  .to  att^oli 
um^  ^as.owiD^  to  thcif  expc&ing  fome  capital  reinforccmento^ 
\  thcNifore  thought,,  that  thelbooer  I  could  engage  thopa  tbo 
better*  d^iatty  as  I  knew  that  the  priacipal  fleets  of  pt|r  txad«. 
woe  daily  eapcApd  in  the  channel,  and  if  the  French  fleeta 
l^vlbeOD  permitted  to  dii^perlie  without  an  afUoo,  our  Eaft  and 
'*  ■■  ^^'"  •'  /'•'■'  Weft 
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Weft  India  fleets  might  have  been  intercepted^  the  codtots 
might  have  been  cut  off,  and  the  ftakc  of  England  might  have 
been  loft.  I  beg  leave  to  mention,  that,  in  the  reign  of  king 
William,  the  gallant  admiral  Ruflel  was  two  months  io  figl:t 
of  a  French  fleet,  and  he  could  not  poffibly  bring  them  to  ac- 
tion. My  being  in  fight  of  the  French  fleet  four  days  before 
the  engagement,  will  not  therefore  appear  to  be  ib  extraordi* 
Ifary  as  it  has  been  reprefented.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  £»• 
f  ourable  change  of  wind  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  of  July,  I 
could  not  have  brought  the  French  to  zdtion  when  I  did. 
•  I  am  exceedingly  forry.  Sir,  that  the  admiralty  have  refnfsd 
me  the  liberty  of  producing  my  inftru&ions.  In  all  former 
courts- martial  the  inftrufHons  and  orders  have  been  fent  with 
the  charge  to  the  members  of  the  court.  As  it  has  been  denied 
ki  this  inftance,  I  muft,  and  do  fubmit* 

Although  on  the  27th  of  July  I  fought  and  beat  my  enemy, 
ind' compelled  him  to  take  fhelter  by  'returning  into  port ;  yet 
the  effort  did  by  no  means  anfwer  my  wiBies.  1  rufbed  on  to 
re-attadc  the  enemy.  Why  I  did  not  accompHfli  my  defign 
irill  be  feen  in  the  evidence  I  ihall  prodace.  I  might,  it  is  true, 
have  chaccd  the  three  Ihips  which  were  vifible  on  the  morning 
4f{  the  28th  of  July,  but  with  very  little  profped  of  fnccefk.  { 
therefore  chofe  to  return  to  Plymouth  with  my  fhattered  fleet, 
to  get  ready  for  fea  again,  not,  however,  forgetting  to  leave 
two  (hips  of  the  line  to  crufze  for  the  proteAion  of  our  trading 
Beets,  which,  thank  God,  all  arrived  fafe. 
'  On  my  return.  Sir,  I  moft  cautiotifly  avoided  to  «tter  a  fjU 
lable  of  complaim,  beeaufe  it  might  have  Afpended  our  naval 
Operations,  which  at  that  time  would  have  been  highly  danger* 
-  Otis.  I  could  not  think  of  attending  to  a  ceurt-martial,  when 
greater  objefts  were  in  view. 

"  With  refpcd  to  the  fecond  edition  of  the  Formidable'*-  log* 
book|  it  appears  to  have  been  fabricated  rather  for  the  purpoGi 
of  exculpating  the  profecutor  than  to  criminate  me.  '  I  (ball 
therefore  pafs  it  over,  and  permit  the  gentleman  to  make  the 
inoft  of  fuch  an  exctilpsftion.  I  dfnnot,  however^  be  fo  dvtl  to 
the  alterations  and  additions  in* the  log^-book  of  the  RoboAc. 
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Captain  Hood's  cofiduft  muft  have  (Inick  the  court,  as  I  believe 
it  did  every  pcrfon,  except  the  profecutor,  with  aftonirhmcnt. 

A  great  ftrefs,  Sir,  has  been  laid  on  my  letter  to  the  Admi- 
ralty. There  is  a  paiTage  in  it  where  I  feemed  to  approve  the 
condu<Si  of  every  officer  in  the  fleet.  The  court  will  obfervc, 
that  I  was  not  in  my  letter  to  inform  all  Europe,  that  a  vice- 
admiral  under  my  command  had  been  guilty  of  neglcft,  whilft 
there  remained  a  poffibility  of  excufe  for  his  condu£l.  A'J  to 
courts- martial,  one  very  bad  confequence  will,  I  am  fure,  refult 
from  this  trial  :  it  will  terrify  a  commander  in  chief  from  ac- 
cepting a  commiflion,  if  he  fliould  be  liable  to  be  brought  to  a 
trial  by  every  fubordinate  officer. 

As  I  have  touched  on  my  letters,  I  will  juft  obfcnre.  Sir,  that 
the  moft  difagreeable  tafk  I  ever  experienced  was  that  of  wri* 
ting  my  letter  of  the  30th  of  July,  However,  if  I  writ  ill,  I 
am  confident  that  I  fought  well }  and  the  defertion  of  the  trade 
of  France  was  evident  from  the  numbers  of  rich  captures  which 
\re  made:  a  number  far  exceeding  any  thing  ever  known  in  (0 
fhort  a  period  !  His  majefty  noticed  this  in  a  fpcech  from  the 
throne, 

Mr.  Prefident,  I  now  dcCre  that  the  jodge-adrocate  may  be 
direfted  to  read  the  charge,  and  I  will  anfwcr  the  fevcral  accu* 
fations, 

Tbe  Replies  of  Admiral  Keppel  t9  the  Charges  agatnfl 

him. 

Tbefirft  of  tit  CbargiSj  contained  In  thefirji  artule,  is^ 

««  That  on  the  morning  of  the  ayth  of  July,  1778,  having 
«<  a  fleet  of  thirty  fhips  of  the  line  under  my  command,  and 
•«  being  then  in  the  prcfence  of  a  French  fleet  of  the  like  num- 
<*  bcr  of  fhips  of  the  line,  I  did  not  make  the  necciTary  prepa- 
•'  rations  for  fight." 

To  this  I  anfwer,  That  I  have  never  underilood  preparations 
for  fight  to  have  any  other  meaning  in  the  language  and  under- 
ftanding  of  feamen,  than  that  each  particular  ihip,  under  the  di- 
rtAion  and  difcipline  of  her  own  officers,  when  in  purfuit  of  an 
enemy,  be  in  every  refpcft  cleared  and  in  rcadinels  for  a«5tian ; 
the  contrary  of  which  no  admiral  of  a  fleer,  wlthuut  a  rcafonablj 
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caufcy  will  prcfumc:  and  a*  from  the  morning  of  the  24th, 
when  the  French  fleet  had  got  to  windward,  to  the  time  of  the 
aflion,  the  Britiili  fleet  was  in  unremitting  puriuk  of  them,  it 
19  ftili  more  difficult  to  conceive  that  any  thing  more  is  meant 
by  this  charge,  than  what  is  immediately  after  conveyed  by  the 
charge  that  follows  it,  viz,  **  That  on  the  lame  morning  of 
**  the  27th  I  did  not  put  my  fleet 'into  line  of  battle,  or  into 
'<  any  order  proper  either  for  receiving  or  attacking  an  enemy 
•<  of  fuch  force.** 

By  the  fccond  part  of  the  change  I  feel  rayfelf  attacked  in  the 
exercife  of  that  great  and  broad  line  of  difcretion,  which  every 
officer,  commanding  either  fleets  or  armies,  is  often  obliged,  both 
in  duty  and  confcicnce,  to  cxercife  to  the  befl  of  his  judgment ; 
and  which,  depending  on  circumdances  and  fltuations  infinitely 
xwrious,  cannot  be  reduced  to  any  pofitive  rule  (^difcipline  or 
practice : — a  diicretion  which,  I  fubmit  to  the  court,  I  was  pe- 
culiarly called  upon,  by  the  (Vrongefl  and  bed  motives,  to  cx- 
ercife,. which  I  therefore  did  cxercife,  and  which,  in  my  public 
letter  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  I  openly  avowed  10  have  exer- 
cifed.  I  admit,  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  July,^! 
did  not  put  my  fleet  into  a  line  of  banle,  becaufe  I  had  it  not 
in  my  choice  to  do  lb,  confiftently  with  the  certainty,  or  even 
the  probability,  of  either  giving  or  being  given  battle,  and  be- 
caufe, if  I  had  not  fcrupuloufly  adhered  to  that  order,  in  which, 
if  the  eIe£lion  h^td  been  mine,  I  fhould  have  chofen  to  have  re*- 
ceived  or  attacked  a  willing  enemy,  I  fliould  have  had  no  ene- 
my either  to  receive  or  attack. 

I  (hall  therefore,  in  anfwer  to  this  charge,  fubmit  to  the 
court  my  reafons  for  determining  to  bring  the  enemy  to  battle 
at  all  events,  and  fliall  ihew,  tliat  any  other  order  than  that  in 
which  my  fleet  was  conduced,  from  my  firft  feeing  them  to 
the  moment  of  the  a£ilon,  was  incompatible  with  fuch  deter- 
mination. 

In  order  to  this  I  mufl:  call  the  attention  of  the  court  to  a  re- 
trofpeftive  view  of  the  motions  of  the  two  fleets  from  their  firft 
coming  in  fight  of  each  other. 

On  my  firft  difcovcring  the  French  fleet  at  one  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  23d  of  July,  I  made  the  necefliary  fignals  for 
foraging  my  fleet  in  the  order  of  battle,  which  I  effc£ied  towards 
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tlic  evening,  and  bronght  to  by  fignal,  andlay  rill  the  morning, 
"^vhen  perceiving  that  the  French  fleet  had  gained  the  wind 
daring  the  night,  and  carried  a  prefled  fail  to  prefcrve  it,  I  diC- 
continued  the  fignsfl  for  the  line,  and  made  the  general  fignal 
to  chace  to  windward,  in  hopes  that  they  would  join  battle  with 
me,  rather  than  fuffer  two  of  their  capital  fhips  to  be  entirely 
fcparated  from  them,  and  give  me  a  chance  of  cutting  off  « 
third,  which  had  carried  away  a  top-maft  in  the  night,  and 
"which,  but  for  a  fhift  of  wind,  I  muft  have  taken.  In  ihis^  x 
However,  1  was  difappornted  ;  for  they  fuffercd  two  of  them  to 
go  off  altogether,  and  continued  to  make  every  ufc  of  the  ad*- 
vantage  of  the  wind/ 

This  affiduous  endeavour  of  the  French  admiral  to  avoid 
coming  to  a£lion,  whfch,  from  his  having  the  wind,  was  always 
in  his  option,  led  me  to  believe  that  he  expefted  a  reinforce- 
ment. This  refleftion  would  alone  have  been  fufficient  to  de- 
termine me  to  urge  my  purfuit,  in  as  colledJcd  a  body  as  the 
nature  of  fuch  a  purfuit  would  admit  pf,  without  the  delay  of 
the  line,  and  to  feize  the  firft  opportunity  of  bringing  on  ap 
engagement. 

But  I  had  other  "Teafons  no  lefs  urgent. 
If  by  obftinately  adhering  to  the  line  of  battle,  1  1iad  fuffer* 
cd,  as  i  inevitably  muft,  the  French  fleet  to  have  been  fcparated 
from  me  ;  and  if,  by  fuch  fcparation,  the  Englilh  convoys  from 
•the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  then  expected  home,  had  been  cut 
off,  or  the  coaft  of  England  had  been  infulted,  what  would  have 
•been  my  fituationl — Sheltered  under  the  forms  of  difcipline,  I 
might  perhaps  have  efcaped  puniihment,  but  I  could  not  have 
cl'caped  cenfure.  J  fliould  neither  have  efcaped  the  contempt 
of  my  fellow-citizens,  nor  the  reproaches  of  my  own-confcience. 
Moved  by  thefe  important  contiderations,  fupported  by  the 
examples  of  admiral  Ruffel,  and  other  great  commanders,  who, 
in  fimilar  fituaiions,  had  ever  made  ftrift  orders  gjve  way  to 
reafonable  enterprize ;  and  particularly  encouraged  by  the  re- 
membrance of  having  myfelf  ferved  under  that  truly  great  of- 
iiccr,  lord  Hawke,  when,  rejeding  all  rules  and  forms,  he 
grafpecf  at  viftory  by  an  irregular  attack,  I  determined  not  to 
iofc  fight  of  the  French  fleet,  by  being  out-failed  from  prefers 
ing  the  line  of  battle,  but  to  keep  my  fleet  as  well  colle^ed  as 
i  couldj  and  near  enough  to  affift  and  a£t  with  each  other,  sq 
.    3  R  2  ^^ 
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cftic  a  change  of  wind,   or  other  favourable  circomftanccsy 
iboukl  enable  me  to  force  the  French  fleet  to  a£Hon« 

Such  were  my  feelings  and  refle£lions  when  the  day  broke 
pn  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  July,  at  which  time  the  fleet 
Vnder  my  command  was  in  the  following  poiition :  Vice-admiral 
Sir  Robert  Harland  was  about  four  miles  diflant,  on  the  Vic- 
>ory*s  weather-quarter,  with  mod  of  the  (hipe  of  his  own-diri- 
fiouy  and  fome  of  thofe  belonging  to  the  centre.  Vice-admiral 
%)ir  Hugh  Pallirer  at  about  three  miles  diftant,  a  point  before 
the  lee- beam  of  the  Vidtory,  with  his  main-fail  up,  which  ob- 
liged the  (hips  of  his  divifion  to  continue  under  an  cafy  faiL 

The  French  fleet  was  as  much  to  windward,  and  at  as  great 
n  di(lance  as  it  had  been  the  preceding  morning,  (landing  with 
^  frcfh  wind  at  fouth-wed,  clofe  hauled  on  the  larboard  tack, 
to  all  appearance  avoiding  me  with  the  fame  induftry  it  cvct 
bad  done. 

At  thif  time,  therefore,  I  had  no  greater  inducement  to  form 
the  line,  than  I  had  the  morning  of  the  former  day  ^  aud  I 
could  not  have  formed  it  without  greatly  increafiog  my  diftance 
from  the  French  fleet,  contrary  to  that  plan  of  operation, 
which  I  have  already  fubmitted  to  the  judgment  of  the  coiirr. 

The  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  next  charges,  "  That  althongh 
"  my  fleet  was  already  difperfed  and  in  diforder,  I,  by  making 
V  the  fignal  for  fevcral  ihips  in  his  divifion  to  chace  to  wind- 
c(  ward,  increafed  the  diforder  of  that  part  of  my  fleet,  and 
«<  that  the  fliips  were  in  confequence  more  fcattered  than  they 
<<  had  been  the  day  before  \  and  that,  whilft  in  this  diforder,  I 
i^<  advanced  to  the  enemy,  and  made  the  fignal  for  battle.'' 

In  this  part  of  the  charge  there  is  a  ftudious  ^efign  to  mif- 
lead  the  underflanding,  and,  by  leaving  out  times  and  interme- 
diate events,  to  make  the  tranfaclions  of  half  a  day  appear  but 
as  one  moment.  It  is,  indeed,  impoQible  to  read  ir,  without 
being  poflcfled  with  the  idea,  that  at  half  pad  five  in  the  morn- 
ing, when  I  made  the  fignal  for  -fix  of  the  fliips  of  the  vice-ad-, 
miral  of  the  blue's  divifion  to  chace  to  windward,  I  was  in  the 
immediate  profpe^l  of  clofing  with  an  enemy,  approaching  me 
in  a  regular  Hoe,  aild  all  their  motions  plainly  indicating  a  defign 
to  give  baitl^-^iuftead  of  which,  both  the  fleets  were  on  the 
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larboard  tack,  the  enemy's  fleet  near  three  leagues^  if  not  more, 
to  windward,  going  offclofe  by  the  wind  with  a  preflTed  faiL--^ 
My  reafon,  therefore,  for  making  that  fignal,  at  half  pad  fire^ 
was  to  colleA  as  many  (hips  to  windward  as  I  could,  in  order 
to  ftrengthen  the  main  body  of  the  fleet,  in  cafe  I  Oiould  be 
able  to  get  to  a£tion,  and  to  fill  up  the  interval  between  the 
ViAoryand  the  viccradmiral,  which  was  occafioned  by  his  be-i 
ing  far  to  leeward  j  and  it  is  plain  that  the  vice-admiral  ,muft 
have  himfelf  underftood  the  objeA  of  the  fignal,  fince  it  has  ap« 
peared  in  the  conrfe  of  the  evidence,  that  on  its  being  made^ 
the  Formidable  fet  her  main-fail,  and  let  the  reefs  out  of  her 
top-fat) ;  and,  indeed,  the  only  reafon  why  it  was  not  originally 
made  for  the  whole  divifion,  was,  that  they  mufl  have  then 
chaced  as  a  divifion,  which  would  have  retarded  the  bed  go- 
ing (hips  by  an  attendance  on  the  vice«admiral. 

Things  were  in  this  fitnation,  when,  at  half  paft  nine,  the 
French  admiral  tacked,  and  wore  his  whole  fleet,  and  flood  to 
the  fouthward,  on  the  flarboard  tack,  clofe  hauled  ^  but  the 
wind  immediately  after  they  wore  about,  coming  more  fouther* 
ly,  I  continued  to  fland  on  till  a  quarter  pafl  ten,  at  which 
time  I  tacked  the  Britifh  fleet  together  by  fignal.  Soon  after 
we  wore  about,  on  the  flarboard  tack,  the  wind  came  two 
points  in  our  favour  to  the  weftward,  which  enabled  us  to  lie 
up  for  a  part  of  them^  but  in  a  dark  fquall  that  foon  after 
came  on,  I  lofl  fight  of  the  enemy  for  above  half  an  hour,  and 
when  it  cleared  away  at  eleven  o'clock,  I  difcovered  the  French 
fleet  had  changed  their  pofition,  and  were  endeavouring  to 
form  the  line  on  the  larboard  tack,  which  finding  they  could 
not  cScQ,  without  coming  within  gun*fliot  of  the  van  of  the 
Britifli  fleet,  they  edged  down,  and  fired  on  my  headmofl  flups^ 
as  they  approached  them  on  the  contrary  tack,  at  a  quarter  af* 
ter  eleven,  which  was  inflantly  returned ;  and  then,  and  not  till 
then,  I  made  the  fignal  for  battle.  All  this  happened  in  about 
half  an  hour,  and  mufl  have  been  owing  to  the  enemy's  falling 
to  leeward  in  performing  their  evolution  during  the  fquallf 
which  we  could  not  fee,  and  by  that  means  produced  this  fuddeii 
and  unexpeAed  opportunity  of  engaging  them,  as  they  were 
pear  three  leagues  f^head  of  mfi  when  the  fquall  came  on. 
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If,  therefore,  by  making  the  fignal  for  the  line  of  battle, 
when  the  van  of  mj  fleet  was  thus  fuddenly  getting  within 
reach  of  the  enemy,  and  well  conneftcd  with  the  centre,  as 
my  accufer  himfelf  has  admitted,  I  had  called  back  the  vice-ad- 
miral of  the  red,  the  French  fleet,  might  either  have  formed 
their  line  compleat,  and  have  come  down  upon  my  fleet  whi?^ 
in  the  confnfion  of  getting  into  order  of  battle,  or  (what  I  had 
ftill  greater  reafon  to  apprehend)  might  have  gone  ofl^  to  wind- 
ward out  of  my  reach  altogether ;  for  even  as  it  was,  the  ene- 
my's van,  inflead  of  coming  clofc  to  a£Hon,  kept  their  wind, 
and  paiTed  hardly  within  random  {hot. 

My  accufer  next  ailerts,  as  an  aggravation  of  his  former 
charge, 

*•  That  the  French  fleet  was  in  a  regular  Kne  on  that  tacfc 
•*  which  approached  the  Britifh  fleet,  all  their  motions  plainly 
•«  indicating  a  defign  to  give  battle.** 

Both  which  fafts  have  already  been  contradicted  by  the  tcAi- 
mony  of  even  his  own  witnefles :  that  the  enemy's  fleet  was  not 
in  a  regular  line  of  battle,  appeared  by  the  French  admiral  be- 
ing out  of  his  (lation,  far  from  the  centre  of  his  line,  and  next, 
or  very  near,  to  a  (hip  carrying  a  vice-admiral's  flag,  and  from 
fome  of  their  fliips  being  a-breafl  of  each  other,  and  in  one, 
as  they  paflcd  the  Englifti  fleet,  with  other  apparent  marks  of 
irregularity.  Indeed  every  motion  of  the  French  fleet,  from 
about  nine,  when  it  went  upon  the  ftarboard  tack,  till  the  mo- 
ment of  the  aAion,  and  even  during  the  adion  itfelf,  I  appre- 
hend to  be  dccifive  againft  the  alledged  indication  of  defigning 
battle;  for  if  the  French  admiral  had  really  defigncd  to  come 
to  aCVion,  I  apprehend  he  never  would  have  got  his  fleet  on  the 
contrary  tack  to  that  on  which  the  Britifh  fleet  was  coming  up 
to  him,  but  would  have  ftiortened  fail  and  waited  for  it,  form- 
ed in  the  line  on  the  fame  tack;  and  even  when  he  did  tack 
towards  the  Britifh  fleet,  the  alledged  indication  is  again  direct- 
ly refuted,  by  the  van  of  the  French  fleet  hauling  their  wind 
again,  inftead  of  bearing  down  into  aftion,  and  by  their  hoifting 
no  colours  when  they  began  to  engage. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  incontrovertible  truths  ipy  accufer  im- 
putes it  to  IPC  that  a  general  engagement  was  not  brought  on ; 
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but  it  is  evident  from  the  teftimonj  of  every  witnefs  he  has  cat- 
led,  that  a  general  engagement  was  never  in  my  choice ;  and 
that  fo  far  from  its  being  prevented  by  my  not  having  formed 
the  line  of  battle,  no  engagement,  either  general  or  partial^ 
could  haye  been  brought  on  if  1  had  formed  it ;  indeed  it  is  a 
contradiAion  in  terms  to  fpeak  of  a  general  engagement,  virhere 
the  fleet  that  has  the  windy  tacks  to  pals  the  fleet  to  leeward 
on  the  contrary  tack. 

Such  was  the  manner,  in  which,  after  four  days  purfuir,  I 
was  at  lad  enabled  by  a  favourable  (hift  of  wind  to  clofe  with 
the  fleet  of  France ;  and  if  I  am  juftifiable  on  principle  in  the 
exercife  of  that  difcretion  which  I  have  been  fubmitting  to 
your  judgment,  of  bringing,  at  all  events,  an  unwilling  enemy 
to  battle,  I  am  certainly  not  called  upon  to  defcend  to  all  the 
minutia?  of  confequences  refulting  from  fuch  enterprize,  even 
if  fuch  had  enfued,  as  my  accufer  has  aflerted,  but  which  his  own 
witnefles  have  not  only  failed  to  eftablifh,  but  abfolotely  refut- 
ed. It  would  be  an  infult  on  the  underitanding  of  the  court, 
were  I  to  ofierany  arguments,  to  fliew  that  fliips  which  engage 
without  a  line  of  battle,  cannot  lo  clofely,  uniformly  and  mu- 
tually fupport  each  other,  as  when  circumftances  »dmit  of  a 
line  being  formed ;  becaufe  it  is  felf-evident,  and  is  the  bails  of 
all  the  difcipline  and  pra£tice  of  lines  of  battle.  But  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  notwithflanding  I  had  no  choice  in  making  my 
difpoiition  for  an  attack,  nor  any  pofTibility  of  getting  to  bat- 
tle otherwife  than  I  did,  which  would  be  alone  fuflicient  to 
repel  any  charge  of  confequent  irregularity,  or  even  confuiion, 
yet  it  is  not  neceflary  for  me  to  claim  the  protedion  of  the  cir- 
cumftances  under  which  I  a£ted,  becaufe  no  irregularity  or 
confuiion  either  exiiled  or  has  been  proved  ^  all  the  chacing 
(hips,  and  the  wh6!c  fleet,  except  a  fliip  or  two,  got  imo  battle, 
and  into  as  clofe  battle  as  the  French  fleet,  which  had  the  op- 
tion by  being  to  windward,  chofe  to  give  them.  The  vice-ad- 
miral of  the  blue  himfelf,  though  in  the  rear,  was  out  of  ac- 
tion, in  a  fliort  time  after  the  Vid^ory,  and  fo  far  from  being 
left  to  engage  fingly  and  unfupported,  was  paiTed  during  the 
aflion  by  three  iliips  of  his  own  diviiion,  and  was  obliged  to 
back  his  mizen- top- fail  to  keep  out  of  the  ijre  of  one  of  the 

largeft 
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largeft  /hips  in  the  fleet,  wbich  mnft  have  continued  near  him 
all  the  reft  of  the  time  he  was  paflUng  the  French  line,  as  I 
ihall  prove  flie  was  within  three  cables  length  of  the  Formidable 
when  the  firing  ceafed. 

Anfwer  to  the  Second  ArUck* 

The  moment  the  ViAory  had  pafled  the  enemy's  rear,  mv 
firft  object  was  to  look  round  to  the  pofitioD  of  the  fleet  which 
the  fmoke  had  till  then  obicured  from  obfervation,  in  order  to 
determine  how  a  general  engagement  might  heft  be  brought  od 
after  the  fleet  (hould  have  pafled  each  other. 

I  found  that  the  vice-admiral  of  the  red,  with  part  of  his  di- 
viGon  had  tacked,  and  was  ftanding  towards  the  enemy  with 
Cop  gallant  fails  fee,  the  very  thing  I  am  charged  with  not  hav- 
ing  direft^d  him  to  do ;  but  all  the  reft  oi  the  fliips  that  had 
pafled  a-head  of  me  were  ftill  on  the  ftarboard  tack,  hmz  oi 
them  dropping  to  leeward,  and  (eemingly  employed  in  repairing 
their  damages*     The  ViAory  herfelf  was  in  no  condition  to 
tack,  and  I  could  not  immediately  wear  and  ftand  back  on  the 
fliips  coming  up  a-ftern  of  me  out  of  the  a£Uon  (had  it  beat 
otberwife  expedient)  without  throwing  them  into  the  utmoft 
Gonfufion.     Sir  John  Rofs,  who  very  gallantly  tried  the  experi- 
ment, having  informed  the  court  of  the  momentary  neceflity  he 
was  under  of  wearing  back  again  to  prevent  the  coniequeoccs 
I  have  mentioned,  makes  it  unneceflary  to  enlarge  on  the  pro* 
bable  efFedl  of  fuch  a  general  manoeuvre,  with  all  the  fhips  »- 
head.     Indeed  I  only  remark  it  as  a  flrongly  relative  circum* 
ftance,  appearing  by  the  evidence  of  a  very  able  and  experienced 
officer,  and  by  no  means  as  a  juflification  for  having  ftood  away 
to  a  great  diftance  beyond  the  enemy  before  I  wore,  becauie  the 
charge  itfelf  is  grofsly  falfe.     In  faft,  the  Victory  had  very  lit* 
tie  way  while  her  head  was  to  the  fouthward,  and  although  her 
damages  were  conGderable,  was  the  firft  (hip  of  the  centre  di« 
vifion,  that  got  round  towards  the  enemy  again,  and  fome  time 
before  the  reft  were  able  to  follow  her,  fince,  even  as  it  was, 
not  above  three  or  four  were  able  to  clofe  up  with  her  on  the 
larboard  tack$  fo  that,  had  it  even  been  prafticaUe  to  have 
wore  fooner  than  I  did,  no  good  purpofe  could  have  been  an* 
fvvercd  by  it  \  hence  I  muft  have  only  wore  the  fooner  back 
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again  to  have  coIleAed  the  difabled  (hips  ix^hich  wonlJ  liave 
been  thereby  left  ftill  farther  a*ftcrn. 

The  Formidable  was  no  otherwife  left  engaged  with  the  ene« 
vny  during  this  fliort  interval  than  as  being  in  the  rear,  which 
mvft  always  neceflarity  happen  to  Aiips  In  that  (ituation,  whca 
fleets  engage  each  other  on  contrary  tacks,  and  no  one  wiroefs 
has  attempted  to  fpeak  to  the  danger  my  accufcr  complains  of, 
except  his  own  captain,  who,  on  being  called  upon  to  fix  the 
time  when  fuch  danger  ^as  apprehended,  ftatcd  it  to  be  before 
the  Formidable  opened  her  fire,  which  renders  the  applic«')tioii 
of  It  as  a  confcquence  of  the  fecond  charge  too  abfurd  to  de>* 
tnaiHl  a  refutation. 

Anfi»er  to  the  third  Article, 

As  foon  as  I  had  wore  to  ftand  towards  the  enemy^  I « hauled 
down  the  iignal  for  battle,  which  I  judged  improper  to  be  kepe 
abroad  till  the  (hips  could  recover  their  (lotions,  or  at  leaft  get 
nuear  enough  to  fupport  each  other  in  a£iion.  In  order  to  call 
them  together  for  that'  purpofe,  I  immcdiatelr  made  the 
fignal  to  form  the  line  of  battle  a-bead  of  all  the  centre  and  red 
diriiion,  I  embraced  that  opportunity  of  unbending  hcp  main- 
top-fail, which  was  rotally  unserviceable,  and>  in  doing  which, 
the  utmofl  expedition  was  ufed,  the  (hips  a»(lern  of  me  doing 
aU  they  could  in  the  mean  time  to  get  into  their  ilatioQ  \  fo  that 
no  time  was  loft  by  this  neceflary  operation. 

The  Formidable  was  a-head  of  the  Victory  during  this  period  \ 
it  was  her  ftation  in  the  line  on  that  iack.  Yet,  at  the  very  mo- 
ment my  acculcr  dares  to  charge  me  with  not  calling  the  iliips 
together  to  renew  the  attack,  he  himfelf,  though  his  fliip  was  in 
a  manageable  condition,  as  appeared  by  the  evidence  of  his  o^n 
captain,  and  though  he  haJ  wore,  expecting,  as  he  fays,  the 
battle  to  be  renewed,  quitted  bis  ftation  in  the  front  of  that  line 
of  battle^  the  fjgoal  for  which  was  flying,  paflcd  to  leeward  of 
me  on  the  ftarboard  tack  while  I  was  advancing  to  the  enemy, 
and  never  came  into  the  line  during  the  reft  of  the  day. 

In  this  (ituation  1  judged  it  neceftary  that  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  red,  who  was  to  windward,  and  pafling  forward  on  my 
w<ather-bow,  with  G:^  or  feven  fhips  of  his  divifion^  ihouM 
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lead  on  the  Jarboard  tack,  in  order  to  gite  rime  to  the  fiups 
vrhtch  had  come  laft  out  of  aftion  to  repair  their  damages,  and 
getcoUeflcd  together  ^  and  the  fignal  appointed  by  the  31ft 
article  of  the  fighting  inftru£lions  not  being  applicable»  as  the 
French  fleet  was  fo  nearlj  a-head  of  us,  that  by  keeping  dofe 
to  the  wind  we  could  only  have  fetched  them,  I  made  the 
Profcrpine's  fignal,  in  order  to  have  dtfpatched  captain  Suttoa 
with  a  meflage  to  Tice-admiral  Sir  Robert  Harland,  to  lead  the 
fleet  to  the  larboard  tack;  but,  before  he  left  the  Viclory  widi 
the  orders  he  bad  received,  the  French  fleet  wore  and  ftood  to 
the  fouthward,  forming  their  Une  on  the  flarboard  tack,,  cheir 
(hips  advancing  regularly  out  of  a  collected  body,  which  they 
had  got  into  from  the  operation  of  wearing,  and  not  fronr  any 
diforder  or  confufion  which  really  exifted.  I  could  have  derived 
no  immediate  advantage  from  it,  not  having  a  fufficienc  force 
collcftcd  to  prevent  their  forming,  by  an  attempt  to  renew  the 
attack.     The  Viftory  was  at  this  time  the  nearefi  (hip  to  the 
enemy,  with  no  more  than  three  or  four  of  the  centre  diTifimi, 
in  any  firnation  to  have  fupported  her  or  each  other  in  aflton. 
The  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  was  on  the  ftarboard  tack,  ftand- 
ing  away  from  his  ftation,  totally  regardlefs  of  the  fignal  that 
was  flying  to  form  the  line,  and  moft  of  the  other  (hips,  except 
the  red  divifion,  whofe  pofition  I  have  already  (bted,  were  far 
a-ftcrn,  and  five  difabled  (liips  at  a  great  diftance  on  the  Ice 
quarter.     Moft  of  thcfe  fafls  arc  ahready  eftabliihed  by  the  ac- 
cufcr's  own  evidence.     I  (hall  prove  and  confirm  them  all  by 
the  teftimony  of  that  part  of  the  fleet,  whofe  fituations  will  en- 
able them  to  fpeak  to  them  with  certainty. 

I  truft  they  will  convince  the  court,  that  I  had  it  not  in  my 
power  to  collea  the  fleet  together  to  renew  the  fight  at  that  time, 
and  that,  from  their  not  being  able  to  follow  me,  I  confeqncntly 
could  not  advance  with  them  5  that  I  did  not  haul  down  the  fig- 
nal for  battle  till  it  ccafed  to  be  capable  of  producing  any  good 
cffca ;  that,  during  the  whole  time  I  flood  towards  the  enemy, 
I  endeavoured  by  the  moft  forcible  of  all  fignab,  the  fignal  for 
the  line  of  battle,  to  call  the  fliips  together  in  order  to  renew  the 
attack;  that  I  did  avail  myfclf  of  the  fliips  that  were  with  the 
vice-aduiiral  of  the  red  as  far  as  circlimftances  admitted  ;  and 
'  ^  tb^t 
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^liat  I  therefore  did  do  the  utmoft  in  my  power  to  take,  fink, 
burn,  and  deftroy  the  French  fleet,  which  had  attacked  the  ^ri- 
tifh  fleet. 

Anfwer  to  the  Faurth  Article. 

The  French  fleet  having  wore  and  begun  to  form  their  line, 
on  the  (larboard-tack,  by  the  wind,  which,  if  they  had  kept, 
^i¥ould  have  brought  them  clofe  up  with  the  centre  divirion,roon 
afterwards  edged  away,  pointing  towards  four  or  Ave  of  the  dil^ 
ablcd  flxips,  which  were  at  a  diflance  to  leeward,  and  with  evi^ 
dent  intention  to  have  feparated  them  from  the  red  of  the  fleet ; 
to  prevent,  which,  I  made  the  fignal  to  wear,  and  flood  athwart 
their  van,  in  a  diagonal  courfe,  to  give  prote£lion  to  thofe  crip- 
pled fhips,  keeping  the  fignal  for  the  line  flying  to  form  and  col- 
left  the  fleet  on  the  ftarboard  tack.  As  I  had  thus  been  obliged 
to  alter  my  difpofltion,  befere  captain  Sutton  left  the  YiQiorf 
with  my  former  meflage,  I  difpatched  him  with  orders  to  th« 
vice-admiral  of  the  red  to  form  with  his  divifion  at  a  diflance 
a-ftcrn  of  the  Viftory,  to  cover  the  rear,  and  keep  the  enemy 
in  check,  till  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  fliould  come  into  hi^ 
ftation  with  his  divifion,  in  obedience  to  the  fignal.  Thefe  or- 
ders the  vice-admiral  of  the  red  inflantly  obeyed,  and  was 
formed  in  my  wake  before  four  o'clock,  when,  finding  that 
while  by  the  courfe  I  fleered  to  proteft  the  crippled  fliips,  I  was 
nearer  the  enemy,  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  dill  continue(i 
to  ly  to  windward,  and  by  fo  doing  kept  his  divifion  from  join^ 
ing  me,  I  made  the  fignal  for  fliips  to  bear  down  into  my  wake, 
and  that  it  might  be  the  better  diflinguiflied,  (both  being  fignals 
at  the  mizen-peak,)  I  hauled  down  the  fignal  for  the  line  for 
about  ten  minotes,  and  then  hoifled  it  again.  This  fignal  he 
repeated,  though  he  had  not  repeated  that  for  the  line  of  bat- 
tJe ;  but  by  not  bearing  down  hlmfclf,  he  led  the  ftiips  of  his 
divifion  to  interpret  his  repeating  it  as  requiring  them  to  come 
into  his  wake  inftead  of  mine. 

Having  now  accompli (hed  the  protcQicnof  thcdifabledfliips, 

and  the  French  fleet  continuing  to  form  their  line,  ranging  up 

to  leeward,  parallel  to  the  centre  divifion,  my  only  objcft  was 

to  form  mine,  in  order  to  bear  down  upon  thepa  to  renew  the 
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battle  ;  and  therefore^  at  a  quarter  before  five  o'clocky  after  ha- 
¥ine  repeated  the  iignal  for  (hips  to  windward  to  bear  dowR 
into  my  wake  with  no  better  efftCt  than  before,  I  fcnc  the  Mil- 
ford  with  orders  to  the  vice-admiral  of  the  red  to  ftretcb  a-bead, 
and  take  his  flation  in  the  line,  which  he  inftantly  obeyed  ;  and 
the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  being  (liU  to  windward,  with  his 
fore-top-fdil  unbc7it>  and  making  no  vifible  cWon  to  obey  the  ii^ 
nal»  which  had  bcen^flying  the  whole  afternoon,  I  feat  out  the 
Fox,,  at  five  o'clock,  with  orders  to  him  to  bear  down  into  my 
ivakcy  and  to  tell  him,  that  I  only  waited  for  him,  and  his  divi- 
fion,  to  renew  the  battle.  While  I  was  difpatchingthefe  frigates, 
having  before  hauled  down  the  fignal  to  come  into  my  wake,  I 
put  aboard  the  fignal  for  all  fhips  to  come  into  their  (Utions, 
always  keeping  the  fignal  for  the  line  flying.  All  this  producing 
no  efre<n!  on  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  and  wearied  out  with 
fruitlefs  exp(  station,  at  feven  o'clock  I  made  the  fignal  for  each 
particular  (hip  of  the  vice-admiral'  of  the  blue's  divifion  to  come 
into  her  flation ;  but,  before  they  had  accomp]i(hed  it,  night 
put  an  end  to  all  farther  operations. 

It  may  be  obierved,  that,  amongft  thefe  Cgnals,  I  did  not 
make  the  Formidablc's.  If  the  vice-admiral  chufes  to  confider 
this  as  a  culpable  negle^  I  can  only  fay^tbat  it  occurred  to 
me  to  treat  him  with  a  delicacy  due  to  his  sank,  which  had 
fome  time  before  induced  me  to  fend  him  the  mciTage  bj  cap. 
tain  Windfor,the  particulars- of  which  he  has  already  faithfully 
related  to  the  court. 

I  truil  I  have  Utric  reafon  to  apprehend  that  the  court  will  be 
inclined  to  confider  my  condu£b  as  I  have  ftated  it^  in  anfwer 
to  this  fourth  article  of  the  charge,  as  difgraceful  to  the  Britiih 
flag.  After  I  had  put  upon  the  fame  tack  with  the  enemy,  to 
prote£l  the  difabled  part  of  my  fleet,  and  to  colle&  the  ref^  to^ 
gether,  there  would  have  been  little  to  do  to  renew  the  battler, 
but  bearing  right  down  upon  the  enemy,  if  my  accufer  had  led 
his  divifion  in  obedience  to  the  repeated  fignals  and  orders  which 
I  have  ftated.  The  Viftory  never  went  more  than  two  knots, 
was  under  her  double-reefed  top-fail,  and  fore-fail  much  bat- 
tered, which  kept  the  fhips  that  were  near  her  under  their  top- 
£Mly  and  fp&ered  the  Fcench  fleet,  which  might  always  have 

brough 


Ko,  XIX.  APPENDIX. 

brought  me  to  a£lion,  if  they  had  inclined  to  do  it,  to  range 
lap  parallel  with  the  centre,  under  very  little  fail.  It  was  to 
proteA  the  five  dlfabled  fhips  above-mentioned,  and  to  give  the 
reft  time  to  form  into  fome  order,  that  I  judged  it  might  b# 
expedient  to  ftand  as  I  did  under  that  eafy  fail,  than  to  bring 
to  with  my  he;id  to  the  fouthward*  The  court  will  judge  whe- 
ther it  was  poiUble  for  any  ofGcer  in  the  fervice  really  to  be. 
lieve  that  thefe  operations  could  give  the  appearance  of  a  flight, 
or  furnifh  a  rational  pretence  to  the  French  admiral  to  claim 
the  victory,  or  publi/h  to  the  world  that  the  Britilh  fleet  had 
run  away. 

Jnpw£r  to  the  Fifth  Article, 

On  the  morning  of  the  a8ih  of  July,  the  French  fleet,  (ex- 
cept three  fail  which  were  feen  upon  the  lee  quarter)  was  only 
-vxfible  from  the  mad-heads  of  fome  of  the  (hips  of  the  Britilh 
fleet,  and  at  a  diftance  from  me,  which  afforded  not  the  fmall- 
eft  prolpedt  of  coming  up  with  them,  more  efpecially  as  their 
fhips,  though  certainly  much  damaged  in  their  hulls,  had  not 
apparently  fuffered  much  in  their  mafts  and  fails.  Whereas^the 
fleet  under  my  command  was  generally  and  -greatly  fliattered  in 
their  mafts,  yards'  and  rigging,  and  many  of  them  unable  to 
carry  fail.  As  to  the  three  French  ftiips,  I  made  the  fignal  at 
five  o'clock  in  the  morning  for  the  Duke,  Bienfaifant,  Prince 
George,  and  Elifabeth,  to  give  them  chace,  judging  them  to  be  * 
the  propereft  (hips  for  that  purpofe,  but  the  two  laft  were  not 
able  to  carry  fufllcient  fail  to  give  even  countenance  to  the  pur- 
fuit;  and  looking  round  to  the  general  condition  of  my  fleet,  I 
faw  it  was  in  vain  to  attempt  either  a  general  or  a  partial  chacc 
Indeed  my  accufer  does  not  venture  to  allcdge  that  there  was 
any  probability,  or  even  poDibility,  of  doing  it  wiih  cfleft,  which 
dedroys  the  whole  imputation  of  his  charge. 

Under  thefc  circumflances  I  could  not  miftakemy  duty,  and 
I  was  rcfolved  not  to  facrifice  it  to  an  empty  (hew  and  appear- 
ance, which  is  beneath  the  dignity  of  an  ofiicer,  unconfcious  of 
any  failure  or  negleft.  To  have  urged  a  fruitlefs  purfuit,  with 
a  fleet  fo  greatly  crippled  in  its  mafts  and  fails,  after  a  diftant 
and  flying  enemy,  within  reach  of  their  own  ports,  and  with  a 

frclk 
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frefli  wind  blowing  fair  for  their  port,  with  a  hirge  fwell,  would 
have  been  not  only  wantonly  expoling  the  Brittih  fleet  under  my 
command  without  end  or  objed;,  but  mifleading  and  deficating 
its  operations,  by  delaying  the  refitment  neceflary  for  carrying 
on  the  future  fervice  with  vigour  and  eSc&. 

My  accufcr  aflerts,  by  a  general  conclufion  to  the  five  articles 
exhibited  againft  me,  that,  from  what  he  dates  as  inftances  of 
jnifconduA  and  negleft  in  me,  <<  a  glorious  opportunity  was  loft 
<<  of  doing  a  mod  eflentbl  fervice  to  the  ftate,"  and  that  the 
honour  of  the  Britifli  navy  was  tami(hed. 

The  truth  of  the  affcrtion,  That  an  opportunity  was  loft,  I 
am  not  called  upon  either  to  combat  or  deny.  It  is  fufficientfor 
me,  if  I  (hall  be  fucceisful  in  proving,  that  that  opportunity 
was  feized  by  me,  and  followed  up  to  the  full  extent  of  my 
power )  if  the  court  ftiall  be  of  that  opinion,  I  am  fatisfied ; 
and  it  will  then  reft  with  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  to  ex- 
plain to  what  caufe  it  is  to  be  referred,  that  the  glorious  oppor- 
tunity he  fpeaks  of  was  loft,  and  to  whom  it  is  to  be  imputed, 
(if  the  fa£t  be  true),  that  the  honour  of  the  Britifti  navy  has 
been  tarniftied. 

Having  now.  Sir,  finiflied  my  replies,  I  (hall  call  witnefies  to 
prove  my  innocente.    I  have  heard  it  aflcrtcd  as  matter  of  right 
to  alter  a  log*book.     I  will  only  fay,  that  there  is  a  wide  diffe- 
rence between  corre£^ing  inaccuracies,  and  malicious  alterations 
for  the  purpofe  of  aiding  malicious  profccutions. 

As  to  my  profecutor,  I  have  even  his  own  letters,  of  as  late 
date  as  the  5th  of  October,  wherein  he  thus  writes  to  me,  «  I 
««  know  that  you  would  rather  meet  the  French  fleet,**  Yes, 
Sir,  that  very  French  fleet  which  he  afterwards  accufed  me  of 
running  away  from  !  I  cannot  produce  thcfe  letters  in  evidence, 
but  I  will  (how  them  to  any  gentleman  out  of  court  who  deftres 
to  fee  them.  I  will  alfo  ftibw  to  any  gentleman  a  paper  which 
my  profecutor  requeftcd  me  to  fign  but  a  very  (hort  time  ago, 
and  I  refufed  to  (ign  it.  In  the  news-^papers  my  profecutor  de- 
nied receiving  any  mefTage  by  the  Fox  frigate.  Captain  Wind- 
for  fwore  to  the  delivery  of  fuch  a  meiTage.  He  proved  in  evi- 
dence that  he  received  the  meflage  from  me  at  five  o'clock,  and 

delivered 
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^eliTcred  it  to  the  vice-admiral  bimfelf  at  half  paft  five  o'clock. 
Captain  Bazely  endeavoured  to  refute  this  evidence :  but  I  fhall 
call  witncffcs  to  prove  the  delivery  of  the  meflage.  My  con- 
fcience  is  perfectly  clear.  I  have  no  fecret  machinations^  no 
dark  contrivances  to  anfwer  for.  My  heart  does  not  reproach 
me.  As  to  my  enemies,  I  would  net  wi(h  the  greaceft  enemy 
I  have  in  the  world  to  be  affliAed  with  fo  heavy  a  punifhinent 
as — —  my  accufcr's  confcienpc^ 
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Admiril  Kefpel's  Letter  to  the  Admiralty. 

Viclorj^  at  fta^  July  30,   1778. 
SIR, 

Mt  letters  of  the  a3d  and  24th  inftant,  by  the  Peggy  and 
Unioti  cutters,  acquainted  you,  for  their  lord  (hips  information, 
that  I  waf  in  purfuit,  with  the  king's  fleet  under  my  command, 
of  a  numerous  fleet  of  French  (hips  of  war. 

From  that  time  till  the  27th,  the  winds  conftantly  in  the 
S.  W.  and  N.  W.  quarters,  fomctimes  blowing  (Irong,  and  the 
French  fleet  always  to  windward  going  off*,  I  made  ufe  of  every 
method  to  clofe  in  with  them  that  was  poflible,  keeping  the 
king's  (hips  at  the  fame  time  coUeded,  as  much  as  the  natarcof 
a  purfuit  would  admit  of,  and  which  became  neceiTiry  from  the 
cautious  manner  the  French  proceeded  in,  and  the  diCncIina- 
tion  that  appeared  in  *them  to  allow  of  my  bringing  the  king's 
iliips  clofe  up  to  a  regular  engagement :  this  left  but  little  other 
chance  of  getting  in  with  them,  than  by  feizing  the  opportu- 
nity that  offered,  the  morning  of  the  27th,  by  the  wind's  ad- 
mitting of  the  van  of  the  king's  fleet  under  my  comnaand,  Icad- 
.ing  up  with,  and  clofing  with,  their  centre  and  rear. 

The  French  began  firing  upon  the  headmofl  of  vice-admira! 
.Sir  Robert  Harland's  divifion,  and  the  fliips  with  him,  as  they 
led  up }  which  cannonade  the  leading  fliips,  and  the  vice-admi- 
ral foon  returned,  as  did  every  (hip  as  they  could  clofe  up :  the 
chace  had  occafioned  their  being  extended  \  neTerthele(s  they 
were  all  foon  in  battle. 

The  fleets,  being  upon  different  tacks,  paflcd  each  other  very 
rlofc ;  the  object  of  the  French  feemed  to  be  the  difabling  of 
the  king's  (hips  in  their  marts  and  fails,  in  which  they  h  far 
i  ticceeded  as  to  prevent  many  of  the  (hips  of  my  fleet  being  able 
to  follow  me  when  I  wore  to  ftand  after  the  French  fleet ;  this 
obliged  me  to  wear  again  to  join  thofc  (hip?,  and  thereby  allow- 
ed of  the  French  ibrining  their  fleet  again,  and  ranging  it  in  a 

Use 
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line  to  leeward  of  the  king's  fleet  towards  the  clofe  of  the  day  i 
inrhich  I  did  not  difcourage,  but  allowed  of  their  doing  it  with* 
out  firing  upon  them,  thinking  they  meant  handfomely  to  try 
their  force  with  us  the  neit  morning ;  but  they  had  been  fo 
leaten  in  the  day^  that  they  took  the  ad?antage  of  the  night  to 
go  oiF, 

The  wind  and  weather  being  fuch  that  they  could  reach  their 
own  (hores  before  there  was  any  chance  of  the  king's  fleet  get* 
ting  up  with  themi  in  the  ftate  the  (hips  were  ini  in  their  maftsy' 
yards,  and  fails,  left  me  no  choice  of  what  was  proper  and  ad- 
vifable  to  do. 

The  fpirited  conduA  of  vice-admiral  Sir  Robert  Harland, 
Tice^admiral  Sir  Hugh  PalHfer,  and  the  captains  of  the  fleets 
fupported  by  their  officers  and  men,  defer?e8  much  commenda* 
tion. 

A  lift  of  the  killed  and  wounded  is  herewith  inclofed* 
I  fend  captain  Fai^lkener,  captain  of  the  Vidory,  with  thif 
account  to  their  lord(hips,  and  am,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient. 

And  very  humble  fervant, 

A.  Kefpel. 

Philip  Stephens,  E/q; /ecrrtary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Lift  of  men  killed  and  mooundedy  in  the  oBim  wth  the  French fini^ 
the  %')th  of  July^  \f]%. 


Ships  names. 

Killed.  Wounded. 

Ships  names. 

KiiUd.  Wounded. 

Monarch 

2 

9 

Prince  George    5 

>s 

Exeter 

4 

6 

Vengeance 

4 

18 

Queen 

I 

2 

Worccfter 

3 

5 

Shrewfbury 

3 

6 

Elizabeth 

7 

Berwick 

10 

It 

Defiance 

8 

n 

Stirling  Caftle 

a 

11 

Robulle 

5 

n 

Courageux 

6 

'3 

Formidable 

16 

49 

Thunderer 

% 

5 

Ocean 

2 

18 

Vigilant 

2 

3 

America 

I 

17 

Sandwich 

2 

20 

Terrible 

9 

21 

Valiant 

6 

26 

Egmont 

X2 

19 

Viftory 

II 

24 

Ramillies 

12 

16 

Foudroyant 

5 

18 

Total 

133 

373 

Jot.  IV. 

3 

T 
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LIST  of  the  BRITISH  FLEET  at  Ming. 

Line    qf    Battle. 

Mpnarck  to  kad  on  (be  (larboard  taek.-RamiIUet  on  the  larboard  tack. 


1 

Shipi. 

e 

9 

8 

Commanders. 

Fiiga  cs. 

3 

» 

0 

S 

0 

3 

Momrch 

74 

tfoo 

Capt.  R«>wley 

Shrewfbanr 

74 

5oe 

Sir  John  Lockhart  Rofi 

HcHot 

74 

ftOO 

Sir  John  Hamiltua 

E«cter 

64 

JOO 

Captain  Nott 

Centaur 

74 

600 

Cofby 

t 

Dake 

9C 

750 
( 

Brcrcton 
'^Sir  Robert    Harlaad,   Bart. 

)     Vice-admiral  of  the  Red, 

Fox 

i8 

Hon.— WindToi 

qaeen 

90 

^'*S     Commander  in  ad  port. 
CCapt.  Prefcot 

3 

Cumberland 
Berwick 

74 
74 

loo 

600 

Peyton 
Hon.  Keith  Stewart 

Stirling  Caftic 

64 

74 

JOO 

5oo 

Sir  Charlei  Douglas,  Bart. 

Thunderer 

Hon.  Boyle  Walfingham 

CouragfUK 

74 

500 

Rrght  Hon.  Lord  Mulgrave 

X 

Sandwich 

pc 

7  JO 

Capt.  Edwardc 

3 

Valiant 

74 

600 

Hon.  Lcvifon  Gower 

Proferpine 

18 

'  Hon.  Auguftui  Keppcl,  Ad- 

Andromeda 

P 

miral  of  the  Blue,  Com- 

Pluto 

I 

ViOory 

IOC 

H94' 

mander  In  chief. 
Rear  admiral  Campbell 

Arethofa 
Vulcan 

}» 

M«riha] 

a  firc*fhip 

Capt.  Faulkcncr 

Medea 

J* 

Montagv 

3 

Foudroyant 

8'. 

f.SO 

Jarvis 

R.aicle»fQake 

A  CQUer 

1 

Prince  Ocorgc 

90 

750 

Sir  John  Lindtay,  K.  B, 

3 

Bienfaifanl 

64 

500 

Capt.  M* Bride 

Vengeance 

74l<5oo 

Clements 

Vigilant 
Worcefter 

64 
64 

JOO 

Kingfmill 

Capt.-Robinfon 

Elizabeth 

74 

600 

Hon.  F.  Maitland 

Defiance 

<54j 

coo 

Capt.  Goodal 

Robuft« 

74!«oo 

Hood 

i 

rsir    Hugh     Pallifer.     Bart. 

% 

Formidable 

90 

)     Vice-admiral  of  the  B/ue, 
^^*)      Commander  to  3d  poll. 

Milford 

}» 

Sir  W.  Bornaby 

f 

^Capt.  Bazeiy 

Ocean 

9^ 

7  JO 

Laforcy 

3 

America 

<J4 

JOO 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Longford 

E^mont 

74 

6«o 

Capt.  Allen 

Terrible 

74 

«oo 

Sir  Richard  Bickerton,  Bt. 

RamUlles 

74 

600 

Hdd.  Robert  Digby 

The  Refolu  ion  and  Defence,  of  74  guns  each,  failed  afterwards,  and  joined  the  fleet. 
2%  ftiipsof  the  line,  Bouncing  2428  guns,  and  carr)'ing  19788  meo.-*5  frigates,  and 
'"       •  z  firc-fhipSi 
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^  complete  Lijl  of  the  French  fleet  under  the  comtnand  of  M.  d^Or^ 
vi/IierSf  admiral^  Compte  du  Chaffault^  vice'admira/y  and  the 
Due  de  Chartresy  rear^admiraL 

Ships.  Guns.  Men.  Ships.  Guns.  Men. 

Xia  Bretagne,  no  laoo    La  Dauph.  Royale,    74     800 


ViUe  dc  Paris, 

90 

950 

Reflcchi, 

64 

650 

St.  Efprit, 

80 

920 

Vciigeur, 

64 

650 

Couronncj 

80 

920 

Triton, 

64 

650 

D.  dc  Bourgognc, 

.  80 

920 

Alexandre, 

64 

650 

Dlademe, 

74 

800 

Sphinx, 

64 

650 

Glorieux, 

74 

800 

Solftaire, 

64 

650 

Conquerant, 

74 

800 

St.  Michel, 

64 

650 

Zodiac, 

74 

800 

Artifien, 

64 

650 

Intrcpidc, 

74 

800 

Eveille, 

64 

6jo 

Palmier, 

74 

800 

Aftionnairc, 

64 

65  p 

L'Adir, 

74 

800. 

Rolande, 

64 

650 

Fcndcnt, 

74 

800 

Indien, 

64 

650 

Orient, 

74 

800 

Amphion, 

so 

500 

Magnifiquc, 

74 

800 

Fier, 

SO 

500 

Robuflc, 

74 

800 

13   frigates. 

and   4   : 

ftore- 

Bien  Aime, 

74 

800 

fhips. 

32  ilxips  of  the  line  mounting  2270  guns,  carrying  24,110 
men. 

N.  B.  The  above  (hips  were  all  in  the  aftlon  of  the  27th  of 
July,  except  the  Due  dc  Bourgognc  and  the  Alexandre, 
who  were  feparated  from  the  fleet  in  a  gale  of  wind  on 
the  ijth. 
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Aimtrahf-Offiee^  March  24,  1775^. 

Copj  ff  t  litter  from  tbi  HonouroUe  Reat-sdmiral  Bmrrrngtom  t$ 
Mr.  Stefhifis* 

Prince  of  ITaliSf  in  the  Grand  Cul  de  Sae^  in  thf 
Iflani  cf  St.  Ludaf  December  22,  x  778* 

SIR, 

IN  my  letter  of  the  24tb  of  lad  month,  from  Barbadoes, 
(No.  21.)  I  informed  you  of  the  Venus's  arrival  there  with  an 
account  of  commodore  Hotham's  being  on  his  way  to  join  me : 
and  you  will  now  be  pleafed  to  acquaint  my  Lords  Commiflioo' 
ers  of  the  Admiralty,  that  the  commodore  arrived  there  the 
f  oth  inftanty  with  his  majefty'^s  (hips  the  Nonfiich,  St.  Alban's, 
Prefton,  Centurion,  Ifis,  and  Carcafs,  and  fifty-nine  tranfports, 
having  on  board  5000  troops,  under  the  command  of  major- 
general  Grant* 

To  fave  time,  arnd  prevent  the  confafion  naturally  arifing 
from  a  change  of  fignak  among  the  tranfports,  I  adopted  thofe 
of  the  commodore  I  and,  dired^ing  him  to  lead  with  the  land' 
sng  divifion,  put  to  fez  the  1 2th  in  the  morning,  in  order  to 
carry  into  execution  their  Lordfhrps  fecret  inftrudions  ;  and, 
about  three  o'clock  on  the  day  following,  ancbofftd  here  with 
the  whole  fquadron,  except  the  Ariadne,  Ceres,  Snak^  Bar- 
badoes,  and  Pelican,  which  I  had  ftationed  along  the  coaflj  to 
.  intercept  any  vciTels  attempting  to  efcape# 

More  than  half  the  troops  were  landed  the  fame  evening, 
nndrr  the  dire£lion  of  the  commodore,  alTi (led  by  the  captains 
Griffith,  Braithwaife,  and  Onflow,  and  the  remainder  the 
next  morning,  (the  14th},  when  they  immediately  got  pofleflioa 
•f  the  Carenage ;  and  it  was  my  intention  to  have  removed  the 
tranfports  thither  a$  foon  as  poflible.  had  not  that  meafure  been 
prevented  by  the  appearance  of  the  French  fleet  under  the  com- 
mand 
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mand  of  Count  d'Eftaing,  of  which  I  received  notice  m  the 
eTcnisg  by  fignal  from  the  Ariadne. 

It  therefore  became  neceflary  to  fccure  the  tranfports  as  well 
as  we  could  in  the  bay ;  and  the  whole  night  was  accordingly 
employed  in  warping  them  within  the  (hips  of  war,  and  difpo* 
iing  of  the  btter  in  a  line  acrofs  the  entrance^  in  the  order  they . 
Hand  in  the  margin  *;  the  Ifis  to  windward,  rather  inclining 
into  the  bay,  and  the  Prince  of  Wales,  being  the  moft  powers 
ful  (hip,  the  outermoft,  and  to  leeward,  and  the  Venus,  Au-» 
rora,  and  Ariadne,  flanking  the  fpace  between  the  Ifis  and  the 
ihore,  to  prevent  the  enemy  forcing  a  pafiage  that  way. 

Almoft  all  the  tranfports  had  fortunately  got  within  the  line 

before  half  paft  eleven  in  the  morning  of  the  tjth,  when  the 

Count  thought  proper  to  bear  down  and  attack  us  with  ten  fail  of 

the  line,  happily  without  doing  us  any  material  injury }  and  at  four 

in  the  afternoon  he  made  a  fecond  attack  upon  us  with  twelve 

fail  of  the  line,  with  no  other  fuccefs,  however,  than  killing 

two  men,  and  wounding  feven,  on  board  the  Prince  of  Wales^ 

and  wounding  one  alfo  on  board  the  Ariadne,  who  is  fince 

dead.     But  I  have  reafon  to  believe  the  enemy  received  confi* 

derable  damage,  as  their  manosuvres  betrayed  great  confufion ; 

and  one  of  their  ihips  in  particular,  which  fell  to  leeward, 

feemed  difabled  from  carrying  the  necefiary  fail  to  get  to  wind« 

ward  again. 

The  next  day  (the  i6th)  the  Count  (hewed  a  difpofition  to 
attack  us  a  third  time;  but  on  the  appearance  of  a  frigate  ftand« 
ing  for  his  fleet,  with  feveral  (ignals  flying,  he  plied  to  wind- 
ward, and  in  the  evening  anchored  oflF  Gros-Iflet,  about  two 
leagues  from  us,  where  he  flill  continues  with  ten  frigates,  be« 
fides  his  twelve  fail  of  the  line ;  and,  notwithflsindtDg  this  fu- 
periority  of  force,  he  has  been  accompanied  from  his  fir  ft  ap<* 
pearante  by  feveral  American  privateers,  one  of  them  command^ 
ed  by  the  outlaw  Cunningham,  who  laft  winter  infcfted  the 
.    coaft  of  Portugal. 


sn 
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SO 

CcnturfciB, 

5* 

Sc  Albin's, 

€4 

JPrefton, 

50 

Boy»e, 

48 

.     Prince  of  WalCf, 

74 

Konfocbi 

U 

Tkat 
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That  nigbc  and  the  next  day  the  enemy  landed  a  large  bodj 
of  troops  from  a  number  of  floops  and  fchooners  which  had  an- 
chored in  Du  Choc  bayt  and  the  i8th  made  a  fpirited  attack, 
both  by  land  and  feai  on  our  poft  at  the  Carenage»  but  met 
with  a  very  fe?ere  check,  having  been  repuUed,  with  great  car- 
nage, by  a  fmall  detachment  of  our  troops  under  brigadier- 
general  Meadows. 

They  have  attempted  nothing  of  confequence  fince,  and 
what  may  be  their  future  plan  of  operations  I  cannot  conjec- 
ture :  but  their  continuance  at  anchor  has  afibrded  us  an  op- 
portunity not  only  of  getting  in  all  the  cruizers  except  the  Ce- 
res, and  all  the  tranfports  except  one  (with  only  the  baggage  of 
the  officers  of  three  companies  on  board) ,  which  has  fallen  in- 
to the  enemy's  hands,  but  alfo  of  ftrengthening  ourfelves  by 
warping  the  (hips  of  war  farther  into  the  bay,  and  making  the 
line  more  compa£t,  removing  the  Venus  a-ftem  of  the  Prince 
of  Wales  to  flank  that  paflage,  and  ereAing  batteries  at  each 
point  of  the  bay )  that  to  the  northward  under  the  dire^on 
of  the  captains  Cumming  and  Robertfoui  and  that  to  the  ibuth- 
ward  under  captain  Fergufon. 

This  being  the  fituation  of  tBe  fquadron,  and  the  army  be- 
ing in  pofleflion  of  all  the  ftrong  holds  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  bay,  fuch  a  fpirit  of  cheal-fulnefs,  unanimity,  and  i%fo- 
lution,  afluatcs  the  whole  of  our  little  force  both  by  land  and 
fea,  (notwithftanding  the  amazing  fatigue  they  have  undergone), 
that  we  are  under  no  apprehenGons  for  any  attempts  the  enemy 
may  meditate :  and  from  the  accounts  which  have  been  trant 
mitted  to  me  from  captain  Linzee  of  the  Pearl,  who  arrived 
at  Barbadoes  the  1 3th  inftant,  that  vice-admiral  Byron  was  to 
fail  from  Rhode  Ifland  for  Barbadoes  the  ipth  of  laft  mondi, 
with  fixteen  fail  of  the  line,  and  feveral  frigates,  there  is  every 
reafon  to  hope  he  will  foon  be  here;  in  which  cafe  aftturs  in 
this  country  muft  take  a  very  deciiive  turn  in  favour  of  his  ma- 
jcfty^s  arms. 

Should  any  unforefccn  accident,  however,  prevent  the  vice- 
admiral's  arrival,  their  lordfiiips  will  nevertheleis  be  pleafed 
to  zffvLTC  his  majefty,  that  every  thing  whidi  can  poffibly  be 

done 
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done  by  fo  fmaU  a  body  of  troops,  and  fo  few  ihips^  againft  a 
force  fo  very  fupcrior,  will  be  cflfcftcd. 

I  cannot  conclude  my  letter  without  acquainting  you,  that» 
in  all  probability,  our  operations  here  have  hitherto  (aved  the 
iflands  of  St.  Vincent  and  Grenada,  which,  we  utlderftand  from 
Ibme  officers  who  are  prifoners,  were  the  objeQ:  of  Count 
JD'Eftaing's  expe:dition,  when  a  floop  that  had  efcaped  from  this 
ifland  falling  in  with  him,  and  giving  him  notice  of  our  being 
here,  dircAed  his  attention  towards  us.     I  am,  isfc^ 

SAM,  BARRINGTON. 
P.  S.  I  have  the  fatisfadion  to  add,  that  this  morning  the 
Tquadron  got  poffeQlon  of  an  American  privateer  of  eighteen 
guns,  called  the  Bunker-Hill,  which  at  day-break  was  difco* 
vered  .within  reach  of  our  guns ;  and  having  (Iruck,  upon  find«- 
ing  (he  could  not  efcape,  the  bosyts  towed  her  within  the  line 
before  any  of  the  French  fleet  could  get  to  her  aOiftance.  She 
failed  from  Salem  the  ad  inilant,  and  was  intended  to  cruize 
£fteen  leagues  to  windward  of  Barbadoe^,  but  had  mified  that 
ifland  and  fallen  to  leeward. 

24ih  Dec.  1778.  SAM>  BARRINGTON. 

ExtraB  9f  a  letter  from  the  Honourable  Rear-admiral  Barrington 
to  Mr.  Stephens^ 

Prince  of  Wales ^  in  the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac,  in  thi 
Ifland  of  St.  Lucia,  Jan.  6,  1779. 

SIR, 

Tou  will  herewith  receive  the  duplicate  of  a  letter  I  wrote 
to  you  the  23d  and  24th  of  laft  month  (No.  :^3.),  and  difpatch- 
cd  to  Governor  Hay  of  Barbadoes,  fo  be  forwarded  from  thence 
to  En^^and  by  fome  faft-failing  veflcl,  that  my  Lords  Commif- 
ConelTof  the  Admiralty  might  have  it  in  their  power  to  refute 
any  mifreprefentation,  which  Count  D'Eftaing  may  have  tranf- 
mitted  to  his  court,  of  the  iituation  of  his  majelly's  forces  in 
thofe  fcas. 

From  the  ftate  of  ina£tivity  in  which  the  Count  continued 
for  feveral  days  after^  I  began  to  conceive  it  was  his  intention 
10  form  a  blockade  with  a  view  of  ftarving  us  into  a  furrender ; 

but, 
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but,  to  my  utter  aftonUhmentj  on  the  morijti      '  f  *'  - 
(having  re-cmbarkcd  his  troops  dnring  the  piccv     -^ 
retired  with  hb  whole  force  towards  Martiniquci  and  l^  as  a 
quiet  poflTeQion  of  the  ifland,  which  capitulated,  whilft  his  fltret 
was  ftiU  in  fight,  upon  the  tetms  I  have  the  honour  to  in* 
clofe  ♦. 

I  fiiould  be  very  much  wanting,  were  I  on  the  prcfcnt  oc- 
cafion  to  omit  acknowledging  the  afliftance  1  receiTed  froa 
major-general  Grant  and  the  forces  under  his  command,  as 
well  as  exprefling  my  intire  fatisfaAion  with  the  conduA,  not 
only  of  commodore  Hotham,  the  feveral  commanders^  and  the 
reft  of  the  officers  of  the  fquadron,  but  alfo  of  the  people  in 
general,  who  never  in  the  leaft  repined  at  their  precarious  fitua- 
tion  and  the  difficulties  they  hourly  encountered,  but  f^ill  per* 
formed  their  duty  with  alacrity  and  fpirit,  and,  fenfible  of  the 
additional  fatigue  the  troops  underwent  in  occupying  more  ex- 
tenfive  pofts  for  the  fecurity  of  the  fquadron,  than  there  would 
otherwife  have  been  occafion  for,  laboured  with  the  utmoft 
chearfolnefs  in  conveying  provifions,  Isfc.  for  them,  through 
roads  that  were  almoft  impalTable,  and  moft  of  them  without 
(hoes  to  their  feet. 

I  likewiie  beg  leave  to  mention  to  their  lordffiips  the  very 
great  afli (lance  I  received  from  captain  Barker,  the  agent  of 
tranfports,  and  the  fervices  of  lieutenant-governor  Stuart,  of 
the  ifland  of  Dominica,  who  has  done  me  the  favour  of  offi- 
ciating  as  an  honorary  aid-de-camp  between  the  general  and 
myfclf,  having  accompanied  me' upon  this  expedition,  in  hop« 
that  his  majefty*s  arms  might  afterwards  be  employed  in  reco- 
vering that  ifland ;  where,  from  his  perfcft  knowledge  of  it,  he 
mud  be  particularly  ufeful,  and  therefore  offered  himfclf  as  a 
volunteer. 

What  has  become  of  the  enemy's  fleet  flnce  its  d  ^nvst 
from  hence  I  have  not  had  it  in  my  power  to  learn ;  but  I  hope 
vice-admiral  Byron,  who,  I  have  the  pleafure  to  acquaint  yoa, 

*  The  articles  of  cspirulition  for  St  Lacia  were  merely  an  ezcbanfc  of  fuve- 
rctgos.  The  peaceable  inhabitants  were  fecnred  io  all  cheir  poUcffion^  and  no- 
tiiUifi'  vsi  njjdc  cjpturi:  of  but  furU,  aa^axinti,  and  military  llo»t« 
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arrived  here  this  morningi  with  nine  fail  of  the  line,  will  very 
foon  be  able  to  give  their  lordlhips  that  information  |  and,  that 
rear-admiral  Sir  Peter  Parker  and  the  governor  of  Jamaica 
may  be  upon  their  guard^  in  cafe  of  its  appearance  in  thofe 
feas,  I  have  fent  the  Ariadne  to  Antigua,  with  letters  to  be  forr 
warded  to  them  from  thence  by  fome  fad-failing  vefTel,  which 
I  have  requefted  governor  9urt  to  difpatch  for  that  purpofc. 

I  have  great  fatisfa£tion  in  hearing,  fince  the  capitulation* 
that,  when  Count  D'Eftaing  was  direfted  hither  by  the  floop  I 
mentioned  in  my  letter  (No.  a3.),  he  was  bound  firft  of  all  to 
Barbadoes,  in  expeAation  of  finding  there  only  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  the  Boync,  and  fome  frigates  j  of  which  he  had  re. 
ceived  intelligence  from  a  French  flag  of  truce  I  had  ordered 
away  immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the  Venus. 

I  am  forry  to  add,  that  the  Ceres,  which  was  miffing  when  I 
fent  away  that  letter,  appears,  by  the  Martinique  Gazette,  to 
have  been  taken,  after  a  chace  of  forty-eight  hours,  by  the 
Iphigcnie,  a  French  frigate  of  36  guns  ^  but  I  have  no  account 
p{  it  from  captain  Dacres,  or  any  of  her  officers. 

I  cannot  help  regretting  the  lofs  of  this  floop,  not  only  as 
jbe  failed  remarkably  well,  but  as  captain  Dacres  is  an  officer 
of  infinite  merit.  I  have,  however,  in  order  to  replace  the  Ce- 
res, as  the  Bunker-Hill  privateer  has  the  reputation  of  being  a 
very  faft  failer,  (which  her  log-book  confirms),  commiflioned 
her  as  a  floop  in  his  majefly's  fervice,  by  the  name  of  the  Sur- 
prize, (being  ei^preflive  of  the  manner  in  which  flie  came  into 
pur  pofleffion),  and  appointed  lieutenant  James  Brine,  firft 
lieutenant  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  to  be  matter  ^and  com- 
mander of  her,  with  a  complement  of  pne  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  men.     She  mounts  1 8  carriage  and  8  fwivel  guns. 

For  further  particulars,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  their  lordfliips 
^0  cap^in  Rob'ertfon  of  the  Weazle,  n^ho  will  have  the  ho- 
nour iJi  delivering  thefe  difpatches,  and  whofe  conduft  as  an 
pfficer  merits  their  lordfliips  prote£iion,  and  every  favour  they 
pn  poiI\bIy  fliew  him*    I  am,  is^c. 

SAM.  BARRINGTON. 
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